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Module 3:

Criminal & Civil 

Procedures

Lesson 6: Ohio Juvenile Courts
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

• All the information provided in these short lessons is publicly  

available and provides a simplified view of Criminal and Civil  

Procedures in the State of Ohio for participants to gain a 

basic  understanding.

• Remember: Procedures vary across jurisdictions so it is

important to always check the steps in the process in the

jurisdiction you are working.

• This information is NOT intended to be construed as legal  

advice.
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Lesson 6

Ohio Juvenile Courts
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Objective

6

•Gain a basic understanding of 
the structure and work of the 
Juvenile Division in Ohio.
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

General Purpose of Juvenile Court

•Protect minor’s rights

•Protect the best interest of a child

•Provide Rehabilitation

•Provide Treatment
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Juvenile Justice System Contact Points 
• Prevention programs

• Diversion programs

• Detention

• Community-Based Alternatives

• Community Corrections Facilities

• Juvenile Correctional Facilities

• Parole & Probation

• Reentry

• Adult System
http://www.ojja.org/our-work/fact-sheets/
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Ohio Judicial Structure

The Supreme Court of Ohio & The Ohio Judicial System currently available at http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/default.asp
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Juvenile Courts

• The Juvenile Division is one of the divisions 

within the Court of Common Pleas in Ohio

• Jurisdiction to hear all matters involving:

• Juvenile (children under 18) offenses (delinquency)

• Specific family matters such as paternity actions, child 

abuse or neglect, custody and child support  et al.
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

What Services are Provided by Juvenile Courts?

• Probation

• Detention

• Protection Orders

• Child

• Juvenile

• Youth Education & Intervention Services

• Mediation Services
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

What Happens Next? 

•Most often, juveniles first enter the system 

because the minor committed an offense.
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

What Happens When a Minor Commits 
an Offense?

• Delinquent - The finding made in a juvenile case that a child has 

violated a law or ordinance. The term is used instead of “guilty,” which 

applies to proceedings involving adults.
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Specific Definition by the ORC.

• 2152.02 Delinquent children - juvenile traffic 

offender definitions - (E) "Delinquent child”
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Juvenile Justice System
Case Flow Diagram

https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/structure_process/case.html
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

General Steps in the Juvenile Justice 
System

Arrest

Referred to Juvenile Court

Case can be handled either informally or  formally:  
“petition the case”  which is when  formal charges are 
filed

Considerations on how to proceed 
take place
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Considerations on How to Proceed

• Age of the juvenile

• Severity of the offense

• Prior history of the juvenile

• Available evidence

• Family ties

• Dismissal
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Informal Proceedings

Prosecutor/probation officer decides to 
proceed informally

Juvenile must appear before a presiding 
officer even if no formal charges are 
entered.

Juvenile will follow whatever required 
actions were decided such as perform 
community service or pay a fine

*If abuse or neglect is suspected, the judge may initiate a separate process
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Formal Proceedings

Prosecutor/probation officer decides to 
proceed formally “petition the case”

Juvenile is formally charged 
“arraigned” 

Judge can then decide to send the 
juvenile to adult criminal court
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Formal Proceedings (cont.)

Case remains in juvenile court

1 Juvenile enters a plea agreement

2. Judge diverts the case

3. Judge holds an adjudicatory hearing
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Disposition of the Case

Delinquency ruling

1. Counseling is ordered

2. Confinement in a Juvenile 
Detention/Corrections facility

3. Restitution for the victim

4. Probation
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Lesson 6 Review
Key Points to Remember

• General purpose of Juvenile Courts

• Division Juvenile Courts fall under in Ohio

• Jurisdiction of Juvenile Courts

• Services provided by Juvenile Courts

• Steps in the Juvenile Justice System Process 
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

• Complete the exercise: 

• Juvenile Division in Ohio courts mix 

and match worksheet,

• Review the sample forms provided 

and practice interpreting modes 

Individual Activity
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