attorney Registration funds Page 2 of 5
Attorney registration funds Page 5 of 5

[image: image1.jpg]The Supreme Court of Ohin




65 South Front Street, Columbus, OH 43215-3431
FEATURE ARTICLE
By Richard A. Dove

Director of Attorney Services

Supreme Court of Ohio
Monday, Nov. 7, 2005
Lawyer Funds are Used to Assist Both Attorneys and Clients
COLUMBUS – The Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation, the Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program and the Attorney Services Division of the Supreme Court of Ohio are all funded by the attorney registration fees paid by all registered attorneys in Ohio.  Though each of these entities has a unique mission, they share the common goal of helping the Ohio Bar maintain the highest ethical and professional standards and ensuring the continued provision of quality legal services to clients of Ohio lawyers.  

The Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) was established in 1994 to increase the availability and enhance the quality of civil legal services available to low-income Ohioans.  By Ohio statute, OLAF receives filing fees that are charged for the filing of certain court actions and also acts as administrator of the Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts (IOLTA) program.   The filing fees and interest on trust accounts generate an average of between $13 million and $14 million each year, and this revenue is distributed by OLAF to legal aid programs throughout Ohio. 

OLAF’s own budget, which is roughly $1.7 million for fiscal year 2006, includes a grant of $650,000 made by the Supreme Court from the Attorney Registration Fund. Funds  granted to OLAF by the Supreme Court support OLAF’s comprehensive evaluation of Ohio legal aid programs and have produced a more efficient and effective system for the delivery of such services.  In addition, OLAF uses the Court’s grant money to foster new and innovative pro bono opportunities and to promote the use of technology to enhance the legal services delivery system.  

The Ohio Lawyer Assistance Program (OLAP), which was created in 1990, provides assistance to Ohio attorneys with alcoholism, substance abuse, addictive behavior and psychological problems. OLAP’s executive director is a recovering alcoholic with 20 years sobriety.  His staff includes a licensed social worker and two attorneys who are recovering alcoholics, one of whom is also a licensed chemical dependency counselor. 

Attorneys who are seeking assistance for themselves or any person who is seeking assistance for an attorney can contact OLAP at 614-228-0579 or 1-800-348-4343.  In addition to assessments and referrals, OLAP staff work with volunteers and local community members to do interventions and set up and oversee monitoring programs for attorneys. Attorneys who are disciplined by the Supreme Court and whose misconduct is, in part, attributable to substance abuse or mental illness, may be required to enter into an OLAP-sponsored monitoring program as a condition of their probation or reinstatement of their license to practice law.  

For fiscal year 2006, OLAP will receive $500,000 – or 5.74 percent – of the attorney registration fund.  The program also receives annual stipends of $35,000 from the Ohio State Bar Association and $35,000 from the Ohio Bar Liability Insurance Company, as well as a $50 monthly monitoring fee from the attorneys that they assist and who have the ability to pay. 

Attorney registration funds also support the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Attorney Services Division, which is responsible for coordinating and executing many of the Supreme Court’s responsibilities for regulating the practice of law.  The division consists of one office, one section, three commissions, one board, and two committees. For 2006, a total of $1,554,504 – or 17.84 percent – of the attorney registration fund was allocated for the division. These funds are in addition to money that is received from CLE course sponsors and attorneys who are assessed monetary sanctions for failing to satisfy their CLE obligations.    

Within the past year, the division was expanded and re-organized to better serve Ohio lawyers and the public.  The previously separate tasks of overseeing attorney compliance with biennial registration and continuing education requirements were consolidated into a newly created Attorney Registration & Continuing Legal Education Section.  To promote the delivery of quality legal services by properly licensed individuals, each Ohio attorney is required to register with the court and take at least 24 credit hours of continuing legal education every two years.  In addition to coordinating the oversight of the registration and continuing education requirements, the section has a goal of eventually merging the now-separate registration and CLE reporting requirements into a single, biennial reporting period. 

In 2005, the Court launched two new information technology initiatives geared towards making it easier for attorneys to monitor and fulfill their registration and CLE requirements.  Since July 2005, attorneys have been able to log into the Supreme Court Web site (www.sconet.state.oh.us) to change their contact and other registration information, complete and file their certificates of registration, and pay their registration fees.  Through this same secure web portal, an attorney may also go online to check his or her CLE transcript. 

The Attorney Registration & Continuing Legal Education includes the Commission on Certification of Attorneys as Specialists, which is responsible for accrediting organizations that, in turn, certify attorneys as specialists in various areas of law practice.  This year, the commission recommended, and the Supreme Court approved, two new areas of specialization: administrative agency law and appellate law.

The Board on the Unauthorized Practice of Law also falls under the auspices of the division.  When the Office of Disciplinary Counsel or a local bar association committee files a complaint alleging that an individual or entity is practicing law without a license, the board conducts hearings and makes findings and recommendations to the Supreme Court regarding these cases.  The final determination of the cases is decided by the Supreme Court.  

In 2005, the board increased from 7 to 12 members, added a non-attorney to the board and implemented a new Supreme Court rule designed to help the board more efficiently and effectively process complex cases by allowing cases to be heard by a 3-member panel rather than by the full board.  In addition, the Court hired a lawyer to support the activities of this volunteer board.

The Commission on Professionalism also is part of the Attorney Services Division.  The Commission on Professionalism was created by the Supreme Court in 1992 to promote courtesy and civility in the practice of law in Ohio through educational programs and professional activities geared towards lawyers, judges and legal educators.  The Commission has drafted professionalism creeds for lawyers and judges, has promulgated guidelines for continuing legal education courses in professionalism and is developing a statewide mentoring program for new attorneys. The Commission also developed a professionalism CLE program for first-year law school students that is now used in law schools throughout the state. 

Two other committees are part of the Attorney Services Division.  In 1987, Ohio became one of the first jurisdictions to adopt education and experience standards for lawyers who are appointed to represent indigent defendants in death penalty cases.  The Supreme Court Committee on the Appointment of Counsel for Indigent Defendants in Capital Cases oversees these standards, accredits courses offered to satisfy the education requirements, and certifies attorneys who may be appointed to represent indigent capital defendants.

The Supreme Court Committee on Lawyer Referral and Information Services was created in 1996 to regulate the operation of lawyer referral services, which exist to help citizens find experienced lawyers to help them with particular legal matters.  The committee monitors the operation of lawyer referral services and maintains a listing of lawyer referral services that operate in Ohio and in accordance with standards imposed by the Supreme Court.

OLAF, OLAP and the Attorney Services Division all play significant roles in ensuring the continued delivery of quality legal services to Ohioans.  Your biennial registration fees support these and other activities that are vital to ensuring the trust and confidence of the public in Ohio’s legal system.  

For more information about the programs and activities outlined in this article, please visit the following web sites:

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation:  www.olaf.org
Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program:  www.ohiolap.org
Supreme Court of Ohio, Attorney Services Division:  http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/Atty-Svcs/
How Annual Registration Fees are Allocated
	Purpose
	Amount Budgeted



	Disciplinary System (includes Office of Disciplinary Counsel, Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, reimbursements to certified grievance committees and publication of disciplinary notices)


	54%

	Client Security Fund (includes administration and 2005 allocation to trust fund)


	19%

	Attorney Services Administration (includes all personnel and operating expenses of Attorney Services Division, except UPL and CLE, and the budget supplement for CLE)


	10%

	Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (grant)


	8%

	Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program (grant)


	6%

	Unauthorized Practice of Law (personnel and operating expenses for Board and reimbursements to local bar association UPL committees)


	3%
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*This is the fourth and final in a series of articles that provide an in-depth explanation as to how attorney registration revenue is used by various recipients.  
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