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• Gain greater understanding of dependency and child welfare 
system and learn practical strategies on how to work with Adult 
Drug Court participants who are also child welfare involved.

• Gain a greater understanding of the impact of substance use on 
children, and the importance of addressing the needs of children 
and the parent-child relationship as a critical part of family 
recovery. 

• Learn how cross-systems collaboration, communication, and 
community partnerships are critical in serving the complex 
needs of children and families in your drug court.

Learning Objectives

Improving 
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Outcomes

Strengthening 

Partnerships



Core Messages

Recovery for both parent 

and child occurs in the 

context of family 

Don’t forget the children -

treatment is about families

Some participants are 

adolescents themselves.
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Did You Know?

60-75%
of participants in 

adult drug courts 

have at least 

one minor child



Raising the Bar – All Drug Courts 
are Family Courts

.

• Good Collaborative Courts hold parents responsible and 

assist them in all domains of their recovery, including their 

parenting

• But to function effectively, courts must also hold the system 

accountable for responding to the needs of children 

• If treatment has a family dimension, collaborative courts 

must raise the bar on their capacity to serve families



The Disease 
of Addiction 
Affects the 

Whole Family

Developmental 

impact

Psycho-
social 

impact  

Impact on 
parenting 

Generational 
Impact 



Family 
Recovery

Developmental 
assessment 
and services

Mental 
health 

services

Parenting 
and parent-

child 
relationship

Drug 
treatment 

and 
prevention
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Family-Centered Approach

Recognizes that addiction is a disease that affects 

the whole family and that recovery and well-being 

occurs in the context of families



WHY INVOLVE FAMILIES IN DRUG COURT? 
(THE LITERATURE)

• Family issues are one of most commonly identified criminogenic factors 
(Bonta et al., 2008)

• Family interventions are one of most effective methods to reduce offender 
recidivism (Lipsey et al., 2010)

• Inadequate family support, family problems and family disruption 
contribute to offending (Salisbury & Van Voorhis, 2009; Wareham, Dembo & Poythress, 2009)

• Attachment to children reduces violations (Visher, 2013)

• Meta-analyses show that family interventions reduce recidivism (Farrington & 
Welsh, 2003; Woodfenden, Williams & Peat, 2002)



THE LITERATURE ALSO SUGGESTS…

• Families are powerful informal agents of control

• Families often help the offender in addressing issues such as 
housing and employment (Young, Taxman & Byrne, 2002) 

• Family involvement results in better employment and reduced 
drug use (Visher, La Vigne & Travis, 2002)

• Offenders with more family contact are less likely to be arrested 
again or re-incarcerated (LaVigne, Visher, & Castro, 2004; Martinez and Christian,  

2009)  
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of parental substance use disorders 

on children?

What is the affect
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• Prenatal exposure

• Postnatal 

environment:

- Living with a parent    

with a substance 

use disorder

- Trauma

- Separation and       

attachment

Affect on the Child
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Executive functioning 
problems, inability to self-
regulate and to generalize 
across situations

Gross and fine motor 
delays 

Attention problems

Memory difficulties  

Attachment disorders

Communication 

Social/Emotional 

Affect on the Child

Children of parents with 
substance use disorders are 

at an increased risk for 
developing their own 

substance use and mental 
health problems.
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The potential affects on the child can range from:

• Severe, inconsistent or inappropriate discipline

• Neglect of basic needs: food, shelter, clothing, medical care, 

education and supervision

• Situations that jeopardize the child’s safety and health (e.g. 

drug manufacturing and trafficking)

• Trauma as a result of all of the above as well as from removal

• Disruption of parent/child relationship, child’s sense of trust and 

belonging

• Chronic trauma of childhood

Postnatal Environment –
Potential Affects of Living with a Parent 

with a Substance Use Disorder
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Sources of Trauma in the Child Welfare Population

 Neglect

 Physical abuse

 Sexual abuse

 Placement history

Source: E. Telford, Children’s Research Triangle, 2012
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Childhood Trauma
Trauma disrupts all aspects 

of normal development, 

especially during infancy and early 

childhood, including:

 Brain development

 Cognitive growth and learning

 Emotional self-regulation

 Attachment to caregivers and 

social-emotional development

 Trauma predisposes children to 

subsequent psychiatric difficulties

Source: Lieberman et al., 2003



We Know the Costs:  
Children of Parents with 

a Substance Use Disorder 

• They are children who arrive at kindergarten not ready for school

• They are in special education caseloads

• They are disproportionately in foster care and are less likely to 

return home

• They are in juvenile justice caseloads

• They are in residential treatment programs 18

19



What is the 

Relationship Between 

Children’s Issues 

and Parent’s 

Recovery?
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Focusing Only on Parent’s Recovery 
Without Addressing 

Needs of Children

Can threaten parents’ ability to achieve and sustain 

recovery, and establish a healthy relationship with their 

children, thus risking:

 Occurrence/Recurrence of maltreatment

 Entry/Re-entry into child welfare system and out-of-

home care

 Relapse and sustained sobriety

 Additional substance exposed infants

 Additional exposure to trauma for child/family

 Prolonged and recurring impact on child well-being
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Parenting in Adult Drug Courts

Adult Drug Courts that 

provided parenting 

classes had 65% greater 

reductions in criminal 

recidivism and 52% 

greater cost savings

than Drug Courts that did 

not provide parenting 

classes.

Source: Carey, S.M., Mackin, J.R., & Finigan, M.W. (2012). What works? The 10 key components of Drug Court: 

Research-based best practices.  Drug Court Review. 
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Opportunity Knocking at the Door

"Nothing is more expensive than a missed opportunity.” - H. Jackson Brown Jr. 
Author of Life’s Little Instruction Book 
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Understanding the 
Complex Needs of Families 

lack of parenting
transportation

lack of stable or safe housing lack of support

lack of parenting

learning problems

educational status

unemployment

trauma history

prior CWS history

mental health history

substance abuse history



Adult Drug Court Case Studies

• Three Sites

• Review of Materials

• Site Visits
• Observation of staffing and court

• Stakeholder interviews, including participants

• Lessons Learned, Key Take-Aways and Challenges were identified
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Lessons Learned, Key Take-Aways and 
Challenges
• Lessons and Take-Aways

• Judicial Leadership and Coordinator Guidance

• Tailoring behavioral consequences to assure they do not negatively affect 
participants’ children

• Staff Development and training

• Children and family needs assessment

• Expanded partnerships to meet children’s needs/Funding and services exist

• Challenges
• Additional services to coordinate and track; additional information sharing

• Team member commitment

• Revisiting mission and vision

• Lack of family-centered treatment options
25
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Q What steps do you and your Drug 

Court Team make to elevate the 

focus on children and families and 

provide relevant services?  



Numbers
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• Ask clients if they have children.

• Ask about other family relationships, such as non-custodial 

parents (identity, location and quality of relationship).

• Ask questions about family status at intakes.  

• Strategize on how to get entire family into treatment to 

assist in identification of parental drug use and facilitate 

treatment

• Ensure that court information systems including tracking 

of family members



Needs
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• Are child’s medical, developmental, behavioral, and emotional 

needs assessed?

• How will your drug court ask clients if their children have received 

appropriate screenings and assessments

• Has the child and family been assessed for trauma?  Relationship 

issues? 

• Did the child receive appropriate interventions or services for the 

identified needs?

• Do the parents have an understanding of the child’s identified 

needs?  Are they able to cope with the child’s needs?

• Does the family have access to long-term supportive services?

• Are you providing training and education to DC Team, including 

judicial leaders on the importance of serving children and 

families?



Networks
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• Do you refer and follow-up to outside agencies with 

children’s services?

• Are child and family-serving agencies on your collaborative 

team?

• Are you mobilizing and linking to new resources from other 

agencies that already serve children and families?

• Remember – you do not have to divert resources from 

treating parents to help their children



30

• Maternal and child health

• Mental health

• Child development

• Youth services

• Special education

• Delinquency prevention

Child and Family Services

Are child and family-serving agencies on your collaborative team?
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Importance of a 
Cross-Systems Response

• Effective family interventions require collaboration to facilitate 

meaningful and sustainable family involvement and successful 

individual and family outcomes.  

• Interventions are most effective when implemented within the 

context of a coordinated, cross-system approach.

• Interventions should consider children’s and family’s ecology—

extended family, peers, school and neighborhood. 

• Parental substance use and child abuse are often multi-

generational problems that can only be addressed through a 

coordinated approach across multiple systems to address 

needs of both parents and youth.



Strategies and Techniques to 
Integrate Family into Court 

and Treatment Process

• Find opportunities for team members to have 
conversations with members of families

• Review records and assessments with family 
members

• Observations/Home visits

• Family Functioning Instruments: open ended 
questions, strengths-based



Q&A
Discussion



Resources



FDC Guidelines

http://www.cffutures.org/files/publications/FDC-Guidelines.pdf

To download a copy today visit our website: 



FDC Learning Academy Overview

Webinar 

Presentations

Participants States Satisfaction

Rating

50+ 3,500+ 49 3.74

Visit www.cffutures.org for recordings and materials



• Webinar Recordings

• FDC Podcasts 

• FDC Resources

• FDC Video features

• Webinar registration information

FDC Learning 
Academy Blog

www.familydrugcourts.blogspot.com



Family Drug Court Online Tutorial

FDC 101 – will cover basic knowledge 
of the FDC model and operations



FAMILY DRUG COURT
PEER LEARNING COURT PROGRAM

King County, 

WA

Baltimore City, 

MDJackson County, MO

Chatham County, 

GA

Pima County, 

AZ

Wapello County, 

IA

Miami-Dade, FL

Jefferson County, AL

Dunklin County, 

MO

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION: fdc@cffutures.org

mailto:fdc@cffutures.org


FDC Discipline Specific Orientation Materials

Child Welfare | AOD Treatment | Judges | Attorneys 

Please visit: www.cffutures.org/fdc/

Resources 



1. Understanding Substance Abuse and Facilitating Recovery: A Guide for Child 
Welfare Workers

2. Understanding Child Welfare and the Dependency Court: A Guide for 
Substance Abuse Treatment Professionals

3. Understanding Substance Use Disorders, Treatment and Family Recovery: A 
Guide for Legal Professionals

Please visit:   http://www.ncsacw.samhsa.gov/

NCSACW Online Tutorials

Resources 
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FAMILY DRUG COURT 

LEARNING ACADEMY 
WEBINAR SERIES 

 

 

The Family Drug Court (FDC) Learning Academy offers web-

based training events to assess the needs, implement program 

improvements, evaluate performance and sustain FDC 

programs.  

Launched in June 2010 by Children and Family Futures (CFF), 

the Learning Academy consists of six learning “Learning 

Communities” to address the developmental needs of FDC 

programs.  Webinars are offered to FDC teams and 

professionals at no cost.  Many FDCs have viewed these web-

based trainings as a team and then discussed implications for 

their respective programs.   

For a complete listing of the FDC Webinars, please see the 

back of this flyer.   

To view the webinar recordings and download webinar 

materials, please visit: www.cffutures.org 

Visit the FDC Blog: www.familydrugcourts.blogspot.com 

If you have any questions, including how you can use these 

webinars to train your FDC team, please contact us: 

fdc@cffutures.org 

 
*This Project is supported by Award 2013-

DCBX-K-002 awarded by the Office of 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency, Office of 

Justice Programs 

 

http://www.cffutures.org/
http://www.familydrugcourts.blogspot.com/
mailto:fdc@cffutures.org


FDC Learning Academy Webinars 

Planning Community 
June 2010  Mission and Values 
July 2010 Principles of Collaboration 
August 2010 Screening and Assessment 
September 2010 Engagement and Retention 
October 2010 Information Sharing and Data Systems 
November 2010 Engaging Defense Attorneys 

Early Implementation & Enhanced Community 
February 2011 Engaging Fathers in Family Drug Courts 
March 2011 Services to Children 
April 2011 Trauma-Informed Services 

May 2011 Engaging the Community & Marketing to Stakeholders 
June 2011 Responding to Participant Behavior  
July 2011 Critical Issues in Running a FDC 
August 2011 Joint Accountability and Shared Outcomes 
October 2011 Budget & Sustainability: Conducting a Cost Analysis 
November 2011 Moving Toward System-Wide Change 

Advanced Practice Community 
February 2012 Use of Jail as a Sanction in FDCs 
March 2012 Family Drug Court Models - Parallel vs. Integrated 
April 2012 What You Need to Know in Becoming a Trauma-Informed Family Drug Court 
May 2012 Role of Judicial Leadership and Ethical Considerations in FDCs 
July 2012 What You Need to Know About Child Well-Being and Serving Children in FDCs 
August 2012  Ensuring Effective and Quality Substance Abuse Treatment in FDCs 
October 2012 Implementing Evidence-Based Parenting in FDCs 

Knowledge Sharing 
March 2013 Responding to Domestic Violence in FDCs 
April 2013 Passing the Baton - Why Judicial Succession Matters in FDCs  
May 2013 Reaching the Tipping Point – FDCs as a National Child Welfare Reform Strategy 
June 2013 FDC Peer Learning Courts - Highlighting Effective FDC Practices 
August 2013 So Who Are You Really Serving? Challenges of Serving Special Populations in FDCs 
September 2013 Raising the Bar in FDCS – A Look at FDC Guidelines 

Leading Change - This Changes Everything 
March 2014 Utilizing Recovery Support Specialists as a Key Engagement and Retention Strategy 
April 2014 Our Grant is Over - Now What? Re-Financing and Re-Directing as Real Sustainability Planning 
June 2014 Closed Doors or Welcome Mat? Opening the Way for Medication-Assisted Treatment 
July 2014 How Do You Know They Are Ready? Key Considerations for Assessing Reunification 

August 2014 Exploring Solutions Together – The Issue of Racial and Ethnic Disproportionality and Disparity 
October 2014 Matching Services to Need - Exploring What "High-Risk," "High-Need" Means for FDCs 

Leading Change 2015 
March 2015 Are You Building Your FDC by Default or Design? 
April 2015 So Who Wants to Be an FDC Coordinator?  
May 2015 Leading from the Front-Line: Case Managers in Your FDC and Why You Need Them 
June 2015 Leading Change in Serving Families in FDCs – Prevention & Family Recovery Project 
August 2015 Leading the Way to Best Practice – Ideas Worth Sharing from FDC Peer Learning Courts  
October 2015 Leading Change – State Systems Reform Program 
November 2015 Identifying Substance Use as a Risk Factor in CWS Cases and Understanding How to Respond 


