SAMPLE
Information for Parties
Welcome to Settlement Week!
Congratulations, your case has been referred to Settlement Week mediation!   
Here is some information to help you prepare.

What is Settlement Week?
Settlement Week is a time set aside by the court to give parties an opportunity to resolve pending cases using mediation.  During Settlement Week, you will have the opportunity to work with a skilled mediator at a reduced rate.      

What is mediation?
Mediation is a process in which the parties meet with a neutral mediator who helps them negotiate the issues in their case.  Mediation is very different than going to court because the parties decide the outcome themselves.  

What does the mediator do?
The mediator gives each party an opportunity to explain the situation and their views of the issues.  The mediator then guides the conversation and helps eliminate barriers to communications.  Conflicts are discussed one at a time, and various solutions may be explored.  The mediator may meet with the parties jointly or individually.  The mediator does not make any decisions. The parties make the decisions themselves.   

How can I prepare for mediation?
It is very helpful if, prior to your mediation session, you make a list of the topics related to your case you want to discuss and consider what issues are most important to you.  Be prepared to listen to the other party’s interests.   
If you have an attorney, you should discuss these issues and possible settlement options with your attorney before the mediation.  You and your attorney should also discuss whether your attorney will be participating in the mediation session with you.  
Review the Settlement Week court order carefully and be sure to follow all the instructions in that court order.  
