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STATE, ex rel. THE CINCINNATI : Case No.
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MARGIA J. MENGEL, CLERK

AFFIANT, after being duly cautioned and sworn, states as fo 1u§vlil.3HEME COURT OF QHIO

1. My name is Sheila McLaughlin. At all times relevant to this proceeding, I have
been employed as a reporter with The Cincinnati Enquirer (“The Enquirer™).

2. On or about October 30, 2006, I requested from the Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services (“ODJFS™), the Foster Care Application and Home Study for Jaysen Bell, a
foster care provider currently accused of molesting two foster children under his care,

3. On November 14, 2006, I received an electronic mail message from Dennis Evans
of the ODJFS, denying my request. A copy of Mr. Evans’ denial is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

4. To date The Enquirer has not received the requested records.

5. Previously, on October 6, 2006, the ODJFS had produced copies of the Foster

Care Application and Home Study for Liz and David Carroll, foster care providers who currently



are being held under murder charges in connection with the death of Marcus Fiesel, a child
formerly in the Carrolls’ care.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.
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Sheila McLaughlinO

STATE OF OHIO )
) ss.
COUNTY OF HAMILTON )

Sworn to and subscribed by me, a Notary Public, this ,Z day of December, 2006.
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TO THE CLERK:

Please issue a copy of this Affidavit to the Respondent identified in the caption on page
one via U.S. Certified Mail, return receipt requested.
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----- Original Message-----

From: DENNIS EVANS [mailto: EVANSDO4@odjfs.state.oh,us]
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2006 8:47 AM

To; Mclaughlin, Sheila

Subject: Request for Bell application

Sheila:

The foster care application and home study for Jaysen Bell are not public records. ODJFS possesses these
records as part of an enforcement investigation, classifies them as investigatory records and, therefore, does
not consider them to be public records per RC 148.43(A)(1)(h).

The foster care application in the Catroll case was also not a public record. The department elected to release
that record, primarily because of its unique fact pattern, and secondarily because of a recent change in statute,
which no longer prohibited disclosure of information relating to a case involving a veluntary refinguishment of
custody. More specifically, in the Carroll case both foster parents were In jail on murder charges, did not reside
at the address listed in the records, and had no likelihood that they would ever have children placed with them
again. In addition, much of the private information In the Carroll's record had already been reported by the

media, and it was unlikely the release of that information would have created a chilling effect on other foster
parents.

Generally speaking, the department does not release the name and address of, and other records about,
specific foster parents. This is partly because release of foster care applications, filled with very private
information concerning a family, would likely have a chilling effect on persons who might otherwise seek to
become foster parents, which would undermine the department's efforts in recruiting and encouraging
competent and qualified individuals to become foster parents. Moreover, prospective foster parents might be
less likely to be completely forthright and to reveal very personal information on a foster care application, if they
knew that the informaticn they were providing would be made public, which would actually impede the
department’s objective of having complete and accurate information about foster care applicants, prior to
making a decision on licensing. Further, release of foster parent information could endanger the welfare of that

foster parent, as well as foster children who are ultimately placad with that parent, and other members of the
household.

If you have further questions regarding this response, please refer them to Ramesh Thambuswamy in the
ODJFS Office of Legal Services at 614-466-4605.

Dennis
This e-rall message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain

private, confidential, and/or privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, employee, or agent responsible for delivering this message,
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please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy ali copies of the original e-mail message.

11/27/2006
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