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BRIEF IN OPPOSITION
TO "APPELLANT'S MOTION FOR IMMEDIATE

STAY OF COURT OF APPEALS' JUDGMENT"

Appellee/Mother Karen Steele respectfully opposes the Appellant Cuyahoga County

Department of Children and Family Services "MOTION FOR IMMEDIATE STAY OF COURT

OF APPEALS' JUDGMENT" which involves a dismissal ofAppellant's appeal on the trial court's

denial of their permanent custody motion involving two teenage boys who testified that they did not

wish to be adopted. It is indeed a difficult task to detennine what is really motivating Appellant

in its request for a stay.

First, Appellant states on page 1 of its briefthat "the trial court will be required to comrnence

further proceedings on the merits..." Then on page 2, Appellant states" there is no iinpediment to

the trial court proceeding with further hearing and rendering any appeal by Cuyahoga County

Department of Children and Family Services moot..."

However, there are absolutely no motions pending at the trial court. All of the

attorneys/guardians ad litem on the case are court-appointed except Appellant's attomey. Their

roles ended when the trial court made its ruling (except for work on appeals). The only attorney who

has any viable or real ability to file with the trial court is Appellant's legal counsel. But, to reiterate,

there is nothing pending.

In addition, all of the participants in the trial court support the two boys staying in their

current foster home where they are thriving. There are no participants in this case who would want

to change the boys' placement. (Except perhaps Appellant, although there is nothing in the trial

transcripts that an adoptive home is available, save for a relative whom the boys do not wish to live

with.)

The trial court, in its decision to keep the boys where they are, makes numerous references

in its opinion that the current foster home is the best placement.



Therefore, mother opposes the Appellant's request for a stay as it is simply unnecessary.
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