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RESPONDENT'S APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT

Now comes Bryan B. Johnson, respondent in the above proceeding, who applies to be

reinstated to the practice of law. His suspension was ordered in this court's May 16, 2007 order

in this proceeding, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

The suspension was ordered to commence on May 16, 2007 and expired on November

16, 2007.

Respondent's affidavit of coinpliance is attached hereto as Exhibit 2, and evidences his

compliance with the conditions of his suspension, that there are no formal disciplinary

proceedings pending against him, and that he has complied with the continuing legal education

requirements of Gov. Bar R. X, Section 3(G).

Respondent therefore requests that lie be reinstated to the practice of law.

Bryan B. ohrison
One Eas ivingstonAvenue
Columbus, Ohio 43215-5700
Telephone: 614-280-9593
Facsimile: 614-365-9741
Pro Se Respondent

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing document was served upon Robert R. Berger,

Jr., assistant disciplinary counsel, Supreme Court of Ohio Disciplinary Counsel, 250 Civic



Center Drive, suite 325, Columbus, Ohio 43215-5454, by ordinary U.S. Mail, postage pre-paid,

on this 17th day of November, 2007.
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MARCIA J. MENGEL, CLERK
SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

Disciplinary Counsel,
Relator,

V.
Bryan Bright Johnson,

Respondent.

ORDER

The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline filed its Final Report
in this court on June 21, 2006, recommending that pursuant to Rule V(6)(B)(5) of the
Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio the respondent, Bryan
Bright Johnson, be publicly reprimanded. Respondent and relator filed objections to said
Final Report, relator and respondent filed answers, and this cause was considered by the
court. On consideration thereof,

It is ordered and adjudged by this court that pursuant to Gov.Bar R. V(6)(B)(3)
and consistent with the opinion rendered herein, respondent, Bryan Bright Johnson,
Attorney Registration Number 0003981, last known business address in Columbus, Ohio,
be suspended from the practice of law for a period of one year with the last six months of
the suspension stayed. To ensure that respondent retums to the ethical practice of law, it
is further ordered that respondent serve a six-month probationary period. It is further
ordered that during the probation period, in addition to the requirements of Gov.Bar R.
V(9), respondent shall advise any probate court in which he practices that he has been
disciplined for excessive fee applications. It is further ordered that if respondent fails to
coinply with this condition, the stay shall be lifted, and respondent shall serve the entire
one-year suspension. It is further ordered that, as a condition of reinstatement,
respondent must file proof that lie has paid $50,000 in restitution to the probate court for
disbursement as assets of Bryan and Lauder.

It is further ordered that the respondent immediately cease and desist from the
practice of law in any form and is hereby forbidden to appear on behalf of another before
any court; judge, commission, board, administrative agency or other public authority.

It is further ordered that respondent is hereby forbidden to counsel or advise or
prepare legal instruments for others or in any nianner perform such services.
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It is further ordered that the respondent is hereby divested of each, any, and all of
the rights, privileges and prerogatives customarily accorded to a member in good
standing of the legal profession of Ohio.



It is further ordered that respondent be taxed the costs of these proceedings in the
amount of Five Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Four Dollars and Nine Cents ($5,544.09),
which costs shall be payable to this court by certified check or money order on or before
90 days from the date of this order. It is further ordered that if these costs are not paid in
full on or before 90 days from the date of this order, interest at the rate of 10% per atmum
shall accrue as of 90 days from the date of this order, on the balance of unpaid Board
costs. It is further ordered that respondent may not apply for reinstatement until such
time as respondent pays costs in ftill, including any acciued interest.

It is further ordered that, pursuant to Gov.Bar R. X(3)(G), respondent shall
coinplete one credit hour of continuing legal education for each month, or portion of a
nionth, of the suspension. As part of the total credit hours of continuing legal education
required by Gov.Bar R. X(3)(G), respondent shall complete one credit hour of instruction
related to professional conduct required by Gov.Bar R. X(3)(A)(1), for each six months,
or portion of six months, of the suspension.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, by the court, that within 90 days of the date of
this order, respondent shall reimburse any amounts that have been awarded against the
respondent by the Clients' Security Fund putsuant to Gov.Bar R. VIII(7)(F). It is fiirther
ordered, sua sponte, by the court that if, after the date of this order, the Clients' Security
Fund awards any amount against the respondent pursuant to Gov.Bar R. VIII(7)(F), the
respondent shall reimburse that amount to the Clients' Security Fund within 90 days of
the notice of such award.

It is further ordered that respondent shall not be reinstated to the practice of law in
Ohio and placed on probation for a period of six months until (1) respondent files proof
of restitution; (2) respondent complies with the requirements for reinstatement set forth in
the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio; (3) respondent complies
with the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio; (4) respondent
complies with this and all other orders of the court; and (5) this court orders respondent
reinstated.

It is further ordered that on or before 30 days from the date of this order,
respondent shall:

1. Notify all clients being represented in pending matters and any co-counsel of
respondent's suspension and consequent disqualification to act as an attorney after
the effective date of this order and, in the absence of co-counsel, also notify the
clients to seek legal service elsewhere, calling attention to any urgency in seeking
the substitution of another attomey in respondent's place;

2. Regardless of any fees or expenses due respondent, deliver to all clients being
represented in pending matters any papers or other property pertaining to the
client, or notify the clients or co-counsel, if any, of a suitable time and place
where the papers or other property may be obtained, calling attention to any
urgency for obtaining such papers or other property;



3. Refund any part of any fees or expenses paid in advance that are uneained or
not paid, and account for any hust money or property in the possession or control
of respandent;

4. Notify opposing counsel in pending litigation or, in the absence of counsel, the
adverse parties, of respondent's disqualification to act as an attorney after the
effective date of this order, and frle a notice of disqualification of respondent with
the court or agency before which the litigation is pending for inclusion in the
respective file or files;

5. Send all notices required by this order by certified mail with a return address
where communications may tlrereafter be directed to respondent;

6. File with the clerk of this coLut and the Disciplinary Counsel of the Supreme
Court an affidavit showing compliance with this order, showing proof of service
of notices required herein, and setting forth the address where the respondent may
receive communications; and.

7. Retain and maintain a record of the various steps taken by respondent pursuant
to this order.

It is further ordered that on or before 30 days from the date of this order,
respondent surrender the attorriey registration card for the 2005/2007 biennium.

It is further ordered that respondent shall keep the Clerk and the Disciplinary
Counsel advised of any change of address where respondent may receive
communications.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, that all documents filed with this court in this
case shall meet the filing requirements set forth in the Rules of Practice of the Supreme
Court of Ohio, including requirements as to form, number, and timeliness of filings.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, that service shall be deemed made on respondent
by sending this order, and a11 other orders in this case, by certified mail to the most recent
address respondent has given to the Attorney Registration Section.

It is further ordered that the clerk of this court issue certified copies of this order
as provided for in Gov.Bar R. V(8)(D)(1), that p blication be made as provided for in
Gov.Bar R. V(8)(D)(2), and that respondent be^the costs of publication.
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RESPONDENT'S SUPPLEMENTAL AND
FINAL AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE

STATE OF OHIO,

COUNTY OF FRANKLIN, SS:

Now comes Bryan B. Johnson, respondent in the above proceeding, and after being duly

cautioned and sworn do state that I have fully complied with this court's May 16, 2007 order, a

copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

1. Respondent previously sent notice by certified mail, retuni receipt requested, to

all clients being represented in pending matters and any co-counsel of his

suspension and consequent disqualification to act as an attorney after the May 16,

2007 effective date of this cotirt's May 16, 2007 order, and in the absence of co-

counsel, also notified the clients to seek legal services elsewhere, calling attention

to any urgency in seeking the substitution of another attorney in respondent's

place. Submitted previously were copies of the white receipts kept for all such

certified mail sent, and those green receipts which had been retunied as of the

date of filings of Respondent's previous affidavits of compliance.

2. Respondent also previously sent notice by certified mail, return receipt requested,

to all opposing counsel in pending litigation or, in the absence of counsel, the

adverse parties, of respondent's disqualification to act as an attorney after the

effective date of this order, and filed a notice of disqualification of respondent

with the court or agency before which the litigation is pending for inclusion in the



respective file or files. Submitted previously were copies of the white receipts

kept for all such certified mail sent, and those green receipts which had been

retumed as of the date of filings of Respondent's previous affidavits of

compliance.

3. Respondent has maintained and retained a record of the various steps taken by

respondent pursuant to this court's May 16, 2007 order.

4. Respondent has made additional due and diligent effort to find his attorney

registration card for the 2005/2007 biennium for purposes of surrendering same,

but it has been lost or misplaced.

5. Respondent has paid in full the Fifty-Five Thousand Eight Hundred Nineteen and

49/100 Dollar ($55,819.49) amounts as ordered in this court's May 16, 2007

order, as follows:

A. On August 14, 2007 Respondent paid to the supreme court of Ohio the

amount of Five Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Four and 09/100 Dollars

($5,544.09) as the costs of this proceeding. This receipt was previously filed

with this court.

B. On October 11, 2007 Respondent paid to the Franklin county probate court

the amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) as restitution for the Bryan

and Lauder matters. This receipt was previously filed with this court.

C. On November 15, 2007 Respondent paid to the supreme court of Ohio the

ainount of Two Hundred Seventy-Five and 40/100 Dollars ($275.40) as the

publication costs. The clerk's receipt evidencing this payment is attached

hereto as Exhibit B.



6. There are no formal disciplinary proceedings pending against Respondent.

7. Respondent has complied with the continuing legal education requirements of

Gov. Bar R. X, Section 3(G), as evidenced by the transcript attached hereto as

Exhibit C.

8. No amounts were awarded against respondent by the Client's Security Fund.

9. Respondent's address to receive communications continues to be at One East

Livingston Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43215-5700, telephone number 614-280-

9593, facsimile number 614-365-9741.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

hday ofSworn to and subscribed in my presence by Bryan Johnson on this KT

2QNovember,
1pt,

CYNTHIA L. NESSER
Notary Public, State of Ohio

My cnmmission Exphes 02-27-10

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing document was served upon Robert R. Berger,

Jr., assistant disciplinary counsel, Supreme Court of Ohio Disciplinary Counsel, 250 Civic

Center Drive, suite 325, Columbus, Ohio 43215-5454, by ordinary U.S. Mail, postage pre-paid,

on this 17n' day of November, 2007.

iryan B o son



EXHIBIT

RN'^Eprtuu i'^0' :.4 ;t ati

Disciplinary Counsel,
Relator,

V.
Bryan Bright Johnson,

Respondent.

Case No. 06-1197

^
MAY 16 2007

'rAARCIA.I. MENGEL, CLERK
SUPREhiE COURT OF flHIO

ON CERTIFIED REPORT BY THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON
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ORDER

The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline filed its Final Report
in this court on June 21, 2006, recommending that pursuant to Rule V(6)(B)(5) of the
Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio the respondent, Bryan
Bright Johnson, be publicly reprimanded. Respondent and relator filed objections to said
Final Report, relator and respondent filed answers, and this cause was considered by the
court. On consideration thereof,

It is ordered and adjudged by this court that pursuant to Gov.Bar R. V(6)(B)(3)
and consistent with the opinion rendered herein, respondent, Bryan Bright Johnson,
Attorney Registration Number 0003981, last known business address in Columbus, Ohio,
be suspended from the practice of law for a period of one year with the last six months of
the suspension stayed. To ensure that respondent retums to the ethical practice of law, it
is further ordered that respondent serve a six-month probationary period. It is further
ordered that during the probation period, in addition to the requirements of Gov.Bar R.
V(9), respondent shall advise any probate court in which he practices that he has been
disciplined for excessive fee applications. It is further ordered that if respondent fails to
comply with this condition, the stay shall be lifled, and respondent shall serve the entire
one-year suspension. It is further ordered that, as a condition of reinstatement,
respondent must file proof that he has paid $50,000 in restitution to the probate court for
disbursement as assets of Bryan and Lauder.

It is further ordered that the respondent immediately cease and desist from the
practice of law in any form and is hereby forbidden to appear on behalf of another before
any court, judge, commission, board, administrative agency or other public authority.

It is further ordered that respondent is hereby forbidden to counsel or advise or
prepare legal instruments for others or in any manner perform such services.

It is further ordered that the respondent is hereby divested of each, any, and all of
the rights, privileges and prerogatives customarily accorded to a member in good
standing of the legal profession of Ohio.



It is further ordered that respondent be taxed the costs of these proceedings in the
amount of Five Thousand Five Hnndred Forty-Four Dollars and Nine Cents ($5,544.09),
which costs shall be payable to this court by certified check or money order on or before
90 days from the date of this order. It is further ordered that if these costs are not paid in
full on or before 90 days from the date of this order, interest at the rate of 10% per annnni
shall accnte as of 90 days from the date of this order, on the balance of unpaid Board
costs. It is furtlrer ordered that respondent may not apply for reinstatement until such
time as respondent pays costs in fiill, including any accnied interest.

It is further ordered that, pursuant to Gov.Bar R. X(3)(G), respondent shall
complete one credit hour of continuing legal education for each month, or portion of a
month, of the suspension. As part of the total credit hours of continuing legal education
required by Gov.Bar R. X(3)(G), respondent shall complete one credit hour of instruction
related to professional conduct required by Gov.Bar R. X(3)(A)(1), for each six months,
or portion of six months, of the suspension.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, by the court, that within 90 days of the date of
this order, respondent shall reimburse any amounts that have been awarded against the
respondent by the Clients' Security Fund putsuant to Gov.Bar R. VIII(7)(F). It is fiirther
ordered, sua sponte, by the court that if, after the date of this order, the Clients' Security
Fund awards any amount against the respondent pursuant to Gov.Bar R. VIII(7)(F), the
respondent shall reimburse that amount to the Clients' Security Fund within 90 days of
the notice of such award.

It is further ordered that respondent shall not be reinstated to the practice of law in
Ohio and placed on probation for a period of six months until (1) respondent files proof
of restitution; (2) respondent cornplies with the requirements for reinstatement set forth in
the Supreme Court Rules for the Goverrunent of the Bar of Ohio; (3) respondent complies
with the Supreme Court Rules for the Govennnent of the Bar of Ohio; (4) respondent
complies with this and all other orders of the court; and (5) this court orders respondent
reinstated.

It is further ordered that on or before 30 days from the date of this order,
respondent shall:

1. Notify all clients being represented in pending matters and any co-counsel of
respondent's suspension and consequent disqualification to act as an attorney after
the effective date of this order and, in the absence of co-counsel, also notify the
clients to seek legal seivice elsewhere, calling attention to any urgency in seeking
the substitution of another attorney in respondent's place;

2. Regardless of any fees or expenses due respondent, deliver to all clients being
represented in pending matters any papers or other property pertaining to the
client, or notify the clients or co-counsel, if any, of a suitable time and place
where the papers or other property may be obtained, calling attention to any
urgency for obtaining such papers or other property;



3. Refund any part of any fees or expenses paid in advance that are unearned or
not paid, and account for any trust money or property in the possession or control
of respondent;

4. Notify opposing counsel in pending litigation or, in the absence of counsel, the
adverse parties, of respondent's disqualification to act as an attomey after the
effective date of this order, and file a notice of disqualification of respondent with
the court or agency before which the litigation is pending for inclusion in the
respective file or files;

5. Send all notices required by this order by cer-tified mail with a return address
where communications may thereafter be directed to respondent;

6. File with the clerk of this court and the Disciplinary Counsel of the Supreme
Court an affidavit showing compliance with this order, showing proof of service
of notices required herein, and setting forth the address where the respondent may
receive communications; and.

7. Retain and maintain a record of the various steps taken by respondent pursuant
to this order.

f IM RBBY CRRTIFR' that this document
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It is further ordered that on or before 30 days from the date of this order,
respondent surrender the attorney registration card for the 2005/2007 biennium.

It is fitrther ordered that respondent shall keep the Clerk and the Disciplinary
Counsel advised of any change of address where respondent may receive
communications.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, that all documents filed with this court in this
case shall meet the filing requirements set forth in the Rules of Practice of the Supreme
Court of Ohio, including requirements as to form, number, and timeliness of filings.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, that service shall be deemed made on respondent
by sending this order, and all other orders in this case, by certified mail to the most recent
address respondent has given to the Attorney Registration Section.

It is further ordered that the clerk of this court issue certified copies of this order
as provided for in Gov.Bar R. V(8)(D)(1), that p^tblication be made as provided for in
Gov.Bar R. V(8)(D)(2), and that respondent be^^ the costs of publication.
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Receipt

Received From: Bryan B. Johnson

Amount: $ 275.40

Check 813228417

For: Publication Costs

Case: Case No. GEN-2006-1197
Filed: 06/21/2006
Disciplinary Counsel
V.
Bryan Bright Johnson

Received By: Nathan - Deputy Clerk

Attorney Registration Fund

1586427

Printed: 11/15/2007 eCMS by Enabling Technologies, Inc.
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Disciplinary Counsel v. Bryan Bright Johnson, Case No. 06-1197

I
To: Bryan Bright Johnson

c
lNVO'CE

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

Publication in the Columbus Dispatch $275.40

PLEASE REMIT WITHIN NINETY DAYS. TOTAL $275.40

The Court has ordered you to pay these publication costs in its May 16, 2007, disciplinary orderin
the above-captioned case. !f you do not pay publication costs within 90 days from the date of this
invoice, interest at the rate of 10% per annum will accrue on the unpaid balance as of 90 days from
the date of this invoice and the Court may take further action against you.

Payment must be made by certified check or money order payable to:
Clerk, Supreme Court of Ohio

If you have any questions concerning this invoice, call Clerk's Office at (614) 387-9531

VE
NOV i 5 7-007

D
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DRYAN BRIGHT JOHNSDN ATTORNEY REGISTRATION NUMBER: 3981

--------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ACTIVITY AC'1'IV1TY SUBSTANCE ETHICS PROF GENERAL TO'1'AL

DATE CODE TITLE LOCATION HOURS HOURS HOURS HOURS HOURS

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

02/P/06 160312 Understanding and Presenting Damag Columbus, OH

07/13/06 164668 Valuation Cross Examination: A Doz Columbus, OH

10/04/06 166983 18ch Annual Estate Planning & Char Columbus, OH

10/12/06 16"29 Forensic Accounting Not Your Ord Columbus, OH

10/17/06 168710 Ohio Uniform Trust Code: Familiari Columbus, OH

12/14/06 167730 Advanced Commercial Damages Columbus, OH

03/27/07 173387 OM1io Trust Code Revisitetl: Practic Calumbus, OH

04/24/07 175167 Probate L'aw Institute 2007 Columbus, OH

07/13/07 176778 Ta:aes Affecting a Decedent's Estat Columbus, OH

08/02/07 177562 Accounting Boot Camp Columbus, OH

08/29/0 177268 Helping Your Client Euy or Sell a Columbus, OH

10/17/07 100125 ESOP's: The Best Kept SecreL in Bu Columbus, OH

10/25/07 1"19547 Message To OH Lawyers:Maintain Hig Columbus, OH

03/10/06 160862 Elder Law Seminar: Columbus, OH

02/16/07 111697 Hasics of Estate Administration Columbus, OH

0.00 0.00 0.00 1.50 1.50

0.00 0.00 0.00 1.50 1.50

0.00 0.00 0.00 3.00 3.00

0.00 0.00 0.00 1.50 1.50

0.00 0.00 0.00 3.00 3.00

0.00 0.00 D.00 1.50 1.50

0.00 0.00 0.00 3.50 3.50

0.00 0.00 0.00 4.75 4.75

0.00 0.00 0.00 3.00 3.00

0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 2.00

0.00 0.00 0.00 2.25 2.25

0.00 0.00 0.00 1.50 1.50

0.50 1.00 1.00 0.00 2.50

CLE CREDIT SUBTOTAL 31.50

0.00 0.00 0.00 3.00 3.00

0.00 0.00 0.00 3.0D 3.00

TEACHING CREDIT SUBTOTAL 6.00

FOR COMPLIANCE PERIOD: 01/01/06 THROUGH 12/31/01

ADJUSTED TOTAL HOURS

BEGINNING CREDITS TAEEN TAKEN (SUM OF

AMOUNTS + THIS PERIOD = I AND II)

----------- -------------- ---------------

IV V

JUDICIAL COLLEGE: 0.00 0.00 0.00

SUBSTANCE: 0.00 0.50 0.50

ETHICS: 0.00 1.00 1.00

PROFESSIONALISM: 0.00 1.00 1.00

TOTAL HOURS: 12.00 ' 37.50 49.50

CARRY FORWARD

REQUIRED OR DEFICIENCY

NUMBER OF AS OF

HOURS = 11/13/2007

------------- --------------

0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00

REQUIREMENTS MAY HAVE BEEN PRORATED FOR THIS PERIOD. PLEASE REVIEW YOUR REQUIREMENTS IN COLUt9d IV ABOVE.

A POSITIVE AMOUNT FOR TOTAL HOURS IN COLUMN I INDICARES CARRY FORFIARD INTO THE CURRENT BIENNIUM.

ACTIVE E%EMPTIONS\E%CEPTIONS DURING THIS PERIOD: START END TYPE

09/01/2007 Inactive

05/16/2007 Discipline
EXHIBIT

eS n
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