IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

STATE OF OHIO,
Plaintiff-Appellee,
v.

RALPH E. CLARK,

Defendant-Appellant.

Caée Nos. 2007-0983 and
2007-1047

On Appeal from the

Ashtabula County of Appeals,
Eleventh Appellate District, Case
No. 2006-CA-4

MERI'T BRIEF OF APPELLANT RALPH E. CLARK |

Thomas Sartini (0001937)
Ashtabula County Prosecutor

- Shelley Pratt (0069721)
Assistant County Prosecutor
(Counsel of Record)

Ashtabula County Prosecutor’s Office
25 West Jefferson Street

Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 576-3664

(440) 576-3692 - Fax

Counsel For Plaintiff-Appellee,
State of Ohio

David H. Bodiker (0016590j)
Ohio Public Defender

Stephen P. Hardwick (0062932)
Assistant Public Defender
(Counsel of Record)

Ohio Public Defender’s Office

8 East Long Street - 11th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

(614) 466-5394

(614) 752-5167 — Fax
stephen.hardwick@opd.ohio.gov

Counsel For Defendant-Appellant,
Ralph E. Clark

NOV 18 2067

GLERK OF COURT
SUPREME COURT QOF QHI0




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

TABLE OF AUTHORITIES ..ottt ieiicrreie et crn s s s s s e e e saba s iii
STATEMENT OF THE CASE AND THE FACTS .....oiiiirici, .1
ARGUMENT ...otiiiiivieireiee i tiraeen e bt s e e sas e enanaanaens e eeeeerrr e 6

Proposition of Law: A guilty plea to a sentence carrying a life

sentence is not knowing, voluntary, and intelligent when the

trial court tells the defendant that he or she will be subject to

time-limited postrelease control upon release, instead of

indefinite parole.............cooiiiiiiiiii 6
I, INEro@Uetion .......coocviieiiniiiiei et e 6
LI, DASCUSSIOM ... ottt ittt ar et n st et e rea s e e e n ar s r s r s esaes 7

Certified Question

Is a guilty plea knowing, intelligent, and voluntary when the trial

court misinforms the defendant that he or she will be subject to

five years postrelease control if released and up to nine months

in prison for any violation when, in fact, the defendant faces a

lifetime of parole and re-incarceration for life for any violation. ........ 12
CONCLUSION Lottt ae ettt e e s rre s e et s st s ea e et s raennnrarasnnasrssraasates 13
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE.....ctviiitiitiieiiniiieiinniienin et s s s s e s sae s 13
APPENDIX:

Notice of Appeal to the Ohio Supreme Court

(May 31, 2007) .oermeiriiiiiniieeiiaebisbar sttt ra e e er e e s e s s e nt e st r st A-1

Notice of Certified Conflict to the Ohio Supreme Court

(JUNE 11, 2007) cueerrneiriiriniii it A-4

Judgment Entry and Opinion of the Ashtabula County Court of

Appeals (April 16, 2007) coooiiiiiiiiriiiire e A-6

S ST 2o 10 5 B 0 2 PP SO SOOI PT P PP A-23

R.C. 29030 ittt eeiee et ierieraere sttt et r e rr e e e e e aaeonee A-24



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.
APPENDIX:
RuC. 2903.02 1. eeet oot eeeeeeeet e st eseees et et etresan et er et et eaeteer e eaennaneaes A-25
R.C. 2029.02 ...oeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeee s et A-26
RuC. 2920, 14 1 oveees e eeeeeee e es et et et e e e eeesete et e e en e e e et ere et A28
RoC. 2020, 18 neeeeieeeeeeeeeee et eee et e e eer e ees et s e en s et aeas e e eeerar s ernanees A-36
R.C. 2967.01 .ovooiereeenssieesississs s A-41
RLC. 296713 . eoeooeeoee oo eeee oo e ee st e e r e A-43
RoC. 2067, 15 v eeserreeeeeeeeee et eeeesees e eeseeeseeeae et erenreee s aree e A-45
RC. 2O67.28 oottt ee ettt er ettt ettt e et er et r e enee s A-47

ii




TABLE OF AUTHORITIES

Page No.
CASES:

Boykin v. Alabama (1969), 395 U.8. 238, 9
In re Varner (1957), 166 Ohio St. 340, 142 N.E.2d 846.......ccoooviinviieiinnni, 7
Layvne v. Ohio Adult Parole Auth., 97 Ohio St. 3d 456, 2002-Ohio-
LY I PR 11
State v. Baker, 1st Dist. No. C-050791, 2006-Ohio-4902,
discretionary appeal denied, 112 Ohio St.3d 1471, 2007-Ohio-388.......... 11
State v. Caplinger (1995), 105 Ohio App.3d 567 ....coviviiiiiiiiiies 9
State v. Carroll (1995), 104 Ohio App.3d 372......viiiiirrie 9
State v. Clark, 11th Dist. No. 2006-A-0004, 2007-Ohio-1780 .................. 11
State v. Davis (Sept. 28, 2000), 8th Dist. No. 76315......ccciviiieinierrcnearenee. 10
State v. Engle, 74 Ohio 8t.3d 525, 1996-0Ohi0-179...cciviirieiiiiiiiieireeviaeennes 0
State v. Hamilton, 4th Dist. No. 05CA4, 2005-Ohio-5450 ..........ccooeiennnn. 11
State v. Belvin McGee, 8th Dist. No. 77463, 2001-Ohio-4238 .................. 10

State v. Prom, 12th Dist. No. CA2002-01-007, 2003-Ohio-6543 ... 8,9,10,11

State v. Raglin (1998), 83 Ohio St.3d 253 ....ccovvieeieeeeeerieeeeeeeereeee e 9
STATUTES:
RoC 2901.02 1ot et ee et ee e et ee ettt ettt en e 9
RuC. 2003.0T . veveeiereeeeeeeeeeeeeee s eee e eeeeee s ee e en st eseaeenesesesen e e saenetenaessesans 9
RC. 2903.02 oottt et es ettt ettt s e tee e 9
RuC. 2029.02 .ottt e et e sttt ettt ettt nt et e en e 9
RoC. 2020, 18 ..o eeeeeeeee e eve et n e s e en ettt 7
RoC. 2029, 18 ..ot ee e ee ettt ettt e

iil




STATUTES:

R.C. 2967.01

R.C. 2967.13

R.C. 2967.15

R.C. 2067.28

TABLE OF AUTHORITIES

v



STATEMENT OF THE CASE AND THE FACTS

Ralph Clark pleaded guilty to the aggravated murder of his wife of 22
years, Carolyn Clark, along with a firearm specification. He was sentenced to
life in prison with parole eligibility after serving twenty-five full years of
imprisonment for aggravated murder and three years for the firearm
specification.

Mr. Clark, his trial counsel, and the prosecuting attorney all signed a
written plea agreement 1abeied “Plea of Guilty,” which containéd the following'
1énguage:

Post-Release Control. I understand that after I am released from
prison, I may have a period of post-release control for five (5) years
following my release from prison. If I violate a post-release control
sanction imposed upon me, any one or more of the following may
result.

(1) The Parole Board may impose a more restrictive post-release
control sanction upon me; and

(2) The Parole Board may increase the duration of the post-release
control subject to a specified maximum; and

(3) The more restrictive sanction that the Parole Board may impose
may consist of a prison term, provided that the prison term cannot
exceed nine months and the maximum cumulative prison term so
imposed for all violations during the period of post-release control
cannot exceed one-half of the stated prison term originally
imposed upon me; and

(4) If the violation of the sanction is a felony, | may be prosecuted
for the felony and, in addition to any sentence it imposes on me for
the new felony, the Court may impose a prison term, subject to a
specified maximum, for the violation.

I hereby certify the Court read to me, and gave to me in writing,

the notice set forth herein.

Plea Form at 1-2 (emphasis added).

At the plea hearing, the trial court engaged Mr. Clark in the required

colloquy. In so doing, the trial court informed Mr. Clark of the maximum




penalties to which he would be subject if the trial court accepted his guilty
plea. The trial court also described the contours and details of Mr. Clark’s
eventual release from incarceration and the ramifications éf violating the terms
of that release:

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Now, next I'm required to tell you
the Court will be imposing a prison term and once that prison term
is imposed, you're going to be required to serve the prison term
that’s imposed. Again, in this case, it’s going to be at least 28
years. o .
After you serve your prison term, you'll be eligible for release under
post-release control. And I believe in your case, if you do receive
parole, your post-release control will be mandatory. And that
means that there will be certain conditions that you’re going to
have to live up to after you're released, if you're released after 28
years. ,

The maximum period of time you could be on post-release control
would be five years. And I would expect you'd probably get the full
five years.

There would be certain conditions that you’d have to fulfill. One
condition, obviously, would be that you have to remain law
abiding. But there would be other conditions.

Now, if you’re placed on post-release control and if you violate any
of those conditions of post-release control, you’d be charged with a
violation and you would have a hearing before the Parole Board,
and if it were determined at the hearing that you had violated one
or more conditions of your post-release control, you could have a
new prison term imposed of up to nine months in duration;
however, the total of all such new prison terms could not exceed
one-half of your original sentence.

Now, do you have any questions about the mandatory post-release
controls that would be imposed after you served your full
sentence?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

Plea Hrg. T.p. 14-15 {emphasis added).
The trial court ultimately accepted Mr. Clark’s plea and set the case for
sentencing five days later, noting that a pre-sentence investigation report was

“not necessary for this sentencing.” Plea Hrg. T.p. 34.



But at the sentencing hearing, the trial court imposed a different
sentence than the plea agreement describeci—the trial court imposed a prison
term under which Mr. Clark would be released on potentially unlimited
“parole” instead of limited “post-release control.” The trial court also detailed
the terms of that release to Mr. Clark:

The trial court then told Mr. Clark that he would be subject to a mixture
of both postrelease control and parole upon release:

THE COURT: Now, normally, we use a sentencing form at the
Sentencing Hearing and it talks about post-release control. I'm
going to use this form today and I'm going to read this form to you,
but if the defendant were to be released, after 28 years, he would
certainly be under certain conditions that they call parole, it’s not
called post-release control.

But I'm going to use this form and I'm going to read it to you, Mr.
Clark, because what’s in this form would apply to you.

If you’re released from prison, and I'm going to change the word
“after” to “if” because that’s not a certainty.

If you're released from prison, you will — this will be mandatory -
have a period of post-release control, or parole, for at least five
years following your release from prison.

If you violate a post-release control[] sanction imposed upon you,
any one or more of the following may result:

One, the Parole Board may impose a more restrictive post-release
control sanction upon you.

And number two, the Parole Board may increase the duration of
the post-release control, subject to the specified maximum.

And number three, the more restrictive sanction that the Parcle
Board may impose may consist of a prison term, provided that the
prison term cannot exceed nine months, and the maximum
cumulative prison term so imposed for all violations during the
period of post-release control cannot exceed one-half of the stated
prison term originally imposed upon you.

And number four, if the violation of the sanction is a felony, you
may be prosecuted for the felony, and in addition to any sentence
it imposes for the felony, for the new felony, the Court may impose
a prison term, subject to the specified maximum for the violation.
Now, I'm going to hand this form out to you. I'm going to give you
a chance to look at it with your attorney. I'm going to ask you to
sign it and return it to the Court.



(The Bailiff handed the above-mentioned form to the defendant and

counsel, which said form was then returned to the Court.)

THE COURT: All right, let the record show the Notice Form has

been returned to the Court. It’s been signed by the defendant and

counsel. The Court will accept it and file it with the Clerk of this

Court.

Sentencing Hrg. T.p. 37-40 (emphasis added).

The written sentencing entry imposed “a period of post-release control
pursuant to R.C. 2929.14(F) and R.C. 2967.28 (B) & (C).” Sentencing Entry at
2.

In addition, the sentencing entry ordered Mr. Clark “to pay all
prosecution costs, court-appointed counsel costs and any fees permitted
pursuant to R.C. 2929.18(A)(4). Id. at 3. That order was not part of the
sentence imposed at the sentencing hearing, and was reversed on appeal.

On appeal, Mr. Clark challenged his plea because the plea agreement
included postrelease control, not parole. He also challenged his financial
sanctions. The court of appeals unanimously reversed his financial sanctions,
but, by a two-to-one vote, upheld the validity of his plea. Apx. at A-1.

Mr. Clark filed a motion to certify a conflict with the decision of the

Twelfth Appellate District in State v. Prom, 12th Dist. No. CA2002-01-007,

2003-0Ohio-6543. He asked the court to certify the following question:

Is a guilty plea knowing, intelligent, and voluntary when the trial
court misinforms the defendant that he or she will be subject to
five years postrelease control if released and up to nine months in
prison for any violation when, in fact, the defendant faces a lifetime
of parole and re-incarceration for life for any violation?



The court of appeals certified the following question to this Court:

Is a guilty plea knowing, intelligent, and voluntary when the trial
court misinforms the defendant that he or she will be subject to
five years postrelease control if released and up to nine months in
prison for any violation when, in fact, the defendant faces a

lifetime of parole and re-incarceration for life for any violation?

This Court accepted Mr. Clark’s discretionary appeal and the certified

conflict. This Court consolidated the cases for purposes of briefing and

argument.




ARGUMENT

Proposition of Law:

A guilty plea to a sentence carrying a life sentence is not

knowing, voluntary, and intelligent when the trial court tells

the defendant that he or she will be subject to time-limited

postrelease control upon release, instead of indefinite parole.
I. Introduction

Parole is very different from postrelease control. Parole for aggravated
murder can last for life. Postrelease control ends after five years. A defendant
faces a possible life prison term for a -parole violatién. A defendént faces only
nine months in prison for a postrelease control violation.

A defendant pleading guilty to aggravated murder does not understand
his sentence if he thinks he is subject to postrelease control instead of parole.
Here, the prosecutor did not protest when the judge provided the incorrect
information. Defense counsel did not object. And even the trial judge did not
understand the penalties Mr. Clark faced. When the two lawyers and the judge
did not understand the sentence, it is unreasonable to assert that the
defendant understood the sentence.

Such a misinformed defendant must be given the option to withdraw

from a plea that resulted in a sentence that no one in the courtroom

understood.



II. - Discussion

Postrelease control and parole are two very different
sanctions.

The sentence described in Mr. Clark’s plea agreement was very different
than the sentence the court ultimately imposed. Parole is an executive
decision to relieve a defendant of part of his sentence, and in Mr. Clark’s case,
parole can extend for life. In re Varner (1957), 166 Ohio St. 340, 343, 142
N.E.2d 846. By contrast, a court makes postrelease control part of a
defendant’s sentence. R.C. 2967:28(3).

The theoretical differences between postrelease control and parole
translate into very real practical differences. A sentence that includes five
years of postrelease control after twenty-three years in prison is far different
than ;a sentence that includes a lifetime of restrictions, even after release. Mr.
Clark can be sent to prison for life for any violation of parole. By contrast, a
defendant who violates postrelease control can only be imprisoned for half of
his original prison term, and only in nine-month intervals. R.C. 2929.14(F)(1)
and 2067.28. In Mr. Clark’s case, the plea agreement gave him objectively
wrong information about how his sentence will end. A defendant does
understand his maximum sentence if he doesn’t understand how the sentence
ends.

This is not a case about a mere slip of the tongue.

This is not a case in which a trial judge accidentally used the expression
“postrelease control” instead of “parole.” The trial court substantively,

repeatedly, and erroneously described postrelease control to Mr. Clark during

7



the plea process. As in the Prom case, Mr. Clark’s written plea form
misinformed him that he would be subject to postrelease control and that the
penalty for violation would be nine months incarceration. Plea Form at 1-2. As
in Prom, Mr. Clark was misinformed at the plea colloquy as well. Plea Hrg. T.p.
14-15. Finally, Mr. Clark was misinformed at sentencing. Sentencing Hrg. T.p.
37-40. The trial court gave Mr. Clark the same wrong information on three
separate occasions in the space of less than a week. As a consequence, Mr.
Clark “necessarily was unaware of the maximum penalty to which [he] was
exposed by [his] plea.” Prom, 2003-Ohioc-6543, at §29.

A guilty plea is not knowing, voluntary, and intelligent, where the trial
repeatedly misinforms the defendant that, after his release, the maximum
penalty he would face for violating the terms of his supervision would be
incarceration no more than nine months in prison per violation totaling no
more than half of his original sentence. If Mr. Clark is released from prison, he
will be subject to indefinite parole, not limited postrelease control. R.C.
2967.01(E), 2967.13, and 2967.28. Under parole, Mr. Clark faces the
reinstatement of his life prison term if he violates his release conditions. R.C.
2967.15.

Murder and aggravated murder are not first-, second-, third-,
fourth- or fifth-degree felonies.

The trial court may have been confused about the role of postrelease
control. Postrelease control does not attach to Mr. Clark’s sentence because
murder is not a felony of the first, second, third, fourth or fifth degree. R.C.

2967.28 (specify paragraph). Murder and aggravated murder are offenses

8




separate from first-, second-, third-, fourth- or fifth-degree felonies. R.C.
2901.02. The General Assembly directed that those convicted of murder and
aggravated murder should be punished differently than those convicted of an
enumerated felony. R.C. 2903.01(F), 2903.02(D}, and 2929.02.

Misinforming a defendant about postrelease control is a
substantial mistake.

A guilty plea is valid only if it is knowing, intelligent, and voluntary.

State v. Raglin (1998), 83 Ohio St.3d 253, 262; Boykin v. Alabama (1969), 395

U.S. 238. “Failure on any of those points renders a resulting conviction

unconstitutional.” State v. Prom, 12th Dist. No. CA2002-01-007, 2003-Ohio-

6543, at 22, citing State v. Engle, 74 Ohio St.3d 525, 1996-Ohio-179. For a

plea to be knowing, intelligent and voluntary, the trial court must ensure that
a defendant “has a full understanding of what the plea connotes and of its
consequence.” Boykin, 395 U.S. at 244 (emphasis added). Here, the trial court
informed Mr. Clark that the worst penalty which he would face, should he
violate the terms of his eventual release, is nine months in prison. In fact, the
maximum penalty Mr. Clark would face is the balance of his life sentence. The
trial court’s erroneous advice prevented Mr. Clark from entering a knowing,
volﬂu_ntary, and intelligent plea. Prom, 2003-Chio-6543, at §28-29.

Substantial compliance with the requirements of Crim.R. 11 is genecrally

sufficient. State v. Caplinger (1995), 105 Ohio App.3d 567, 572. But

misinforming a defendant about the maximum penalty faced is not substantial

compliance. State v. Carroll (1995), 104 Ohio App.3d 372, 379. “By

erroneously advising [a defendant] that post;release control requirements are

9



mandatory . . . and what terms of imprisonment might be imposed for their
violation, the court inadvertently understated the maximum penalty that might
apply to any re-incarceration after [the defendant’s] release.” Prom, 2003-
Ohio-6543, at 27.

The trial court substantially misinformed Mr. Clark about the
consequences of violating his parolé, distinguishing this case from those cases
in which the trial court simply did not fully inform the defendant about parole.

See, e.g., .State v. Belvin McGee, 8th Dist. No. 77463, 2001-0Ohio-4238, at*5

(“the record does not indicate the appellant was misinformed by the trial

court”); State v. Davis (Sept. 28, 2000), 8th Dist. No. 76315, at *7 (defendant

was not “misled or misinformed him concerning the sentencing procedures and
the parole board’s discretionary role”). In this case, the trial court’s statement
that Mr. Clark would be subject to a penalty of nine months instead of life
imprisonment was more than an omission—it was misinformation:

Substantial compliance might arise out of an omission, but it’s far
more difficult to find with respect to an affirmative misstatement,
especially one that understates the penalty involved. That is
underscored where the error occurred both in the written plea
waiver and the court’s oral colloquy with the defendant, both of
which happened here.

State v. Prom, 12th Dist. No. CA2002-01-07, 2003-Ohio-6543, at 128.

As in Prom, Mr. Clark’s written plea form misinformed him that he would
be subject to postrelease control and that the penalty for violation would be
nine months incarceration. Plea Form at 1-2. As in Prom, Mr. Clark was
misinformed at the plea colloquy as well. Plea Hrg. T.p. 14-15. Finally, Mr.

Clark was misinformed at sentencing. Sentencing Hrg. T.p. 37-40. The trial

10



court gave Mr. Clark the same Wr(;ng information on three separate occasions
in the space of less than a week. As a consequence, Mr. Clark “necessarily was
unaware of the maximum penalty to which [he] was exposed by [his] plea.”
Prom, 2003-Ohio-6543, at §29. The trial court erred in accepting his plea, see
id. This Court should vacate the plea and remand Mr. Clark’s case for trial.

Release under parole is no longer mere “speculation” in Ohio.

In conf_rast with the federal sys_t_em, Ohio prisoners have a right to a be
considered for pardle based on objectivé criteria. ’fhe State ana the Fourth
District come to the opposite conclusion in part based on an outdated
understanding of parole in Ohio. The First, Fourth and Eleventh Districts
wrongly rely on federal case law and outdated state case law to determine

state-law rights in Ohio’s parole system. State v. Clark, 11th Dist. No. 2006-A-

0004, 2007-Ohio-1780 at §18; State v. Baker, 1st Dist. No. C-050791, 2006-

Ohio-4902, discretionary appeal denied, 112 Ohio St.3d 1471, 2007-Ohio-388;

State v, I—Iarﬁilton, 4th Dist. No. 05CA4, 2005-0Ohio-5450. Ohio inmates,

especially inmates who have pleaded guilty, have a reasonable expectation of
release under statutorily mandated terms. The Ohio Parole Board’s discretion
to grant or deny release “must yield when it runs afoul of statutorily based

parole eligibility standards and judicially sanctioned plea agreements.” Layne

v. Ohio Adult Parole Auth., 97 Ohio St. 3d 456, 2002-0Ohio-6719, at 728.
Under Layne, Mr. Clark has a right to “meaningful parole consideration” at the
end of 28 years. Release is not guaranteed, but it is far from mere

“speculation.”

11



If a defendant does not understand what happens at the end

of a sentence, he does not understand the maximum

sentence.

The explanations of postrelease control given to Mr. Clark shifted
throughout the trial court proceedings. The plea agreement stated that he
would be released from prison. “I understand that after I am released from
prison, I may have a period of post-release control for five (5) years following my
release from prison.” Plea agreement at 1. At the plea cdllo_quy and sentencing
hearing, the trial court stated that postrelease control would be imposed “if”
Mr. Clark was released. T.p. (plea hearing) 14-15, T.p. (sentencing) 38. The
judgment entry of sentence omitted postrelease control entirely.

When neither the trial court nor trial counsel can consistently explain
how a sentence would end, a defendant cannot understand what exactly the
maximum sentence is.

Certified Question

Is a guilty plea knowing, intelligent, and voluntary when the

trial court misinforms the defendant that he or she will be

subject to five years postrelease control if released and up to

nine months in prison for any violation when, in fact, the

defendant faces a lifetime of parole and re-incarceration for

life for any violation?

No. For the reasons stated in the discussion of the proposition of law, a
plea is not knowing, intelligent or voluntary when the trial court misinforms
the defendant that he or she will be subject to five years postrelease control if
released and up to nine months in prison for any violation when, in fact, the

defendant faces a lifetime of parole and re-incarceration for life for any

violation.

12



CONCLUSION
This Court should reverse the decision of the court of appeals, vacate Mr.
Clark’s plea, and remand this case for trial.
Respectfully submitted,

David H. Bodiker (0016590}
- Ohio Public Defender

“£=’F; L i, e

Stephen P. ardw1ck (0062932}
Assistant Public Defender
Counsel of Record

Ohio Public Defender’s Office

8 East Long Street - 11th floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215

(614) 466-5394

(614) 752-5167 (fax)

Counsel For Defendant-Appellant,

Ralph E. Clark
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DIANE V. GRENDELL, J.

{91} Defendant-appeliant, Ralph E. Clark, appeals his conviction and
sentence in the Ashtabula County Court of Common Pleas following the entry of a
negotiated guilty plea of Aggravated Murder with Gun Specification. For the following
reasons, we affirm Clark’s conviction and .reverse his sentence, in part, and remand
this cause for re-sentencing in respect to the financial sanctions imposed.

{92} Early on the morning of May 7, 2005, Ashtabula Palice Officers

received a dispatch of a burglary in progress at 4227 Park Avenue, in Ashtabuia, the
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residence of Clark's estranged wife, Carolyn Clark. The police found Carolyn

unconscious, severely beaten at the back of her head with the butt of a rifie. Carolyn
died shortly after being transported to the Ashtabula County Medical Center. Clark
was arrested later that day at his home on 1031 East Morgan Road, in Jefferson,

Ohio.

{43 On May 13, 2005, Clark was indicted on one count of Aggravated

NiGrder with Gun Specification, an unclassinied feleny in violation of R.C. 2803.01 and
R.C. 2041.145, two counts of Murder with Gun Specification,. unclassified felonies in
violation of R.C. 2803.02 and R.C. 2941.145.. :

{4} On January 13, 2006, Clark signed a naegotiated Plea of Guilly to
Aggravated Murcier with a Three Year Gun Specification, in violation of R.C. 2803.01
and RC. 2941.145. The tial court dismissed a second specification to the
Aggravated Murder charge and the two counts of Murder, In the plea agreement,
Clark acknowledged “that the maximum penalty for the crime of aggravated murder is
life imprisonment without parole ** and that the sentence for the three year gun
specification shail be served consecutively to the sentence imposed for aggravated
murder.” The agreement further provides: “| may have a period of post-release
control for five (5) years following my release from prison. If | violate a post-release
control sanction imposed upon me, *** the Parole Board may impose ™ a prison
term, provided that the prison term cannot exceed nine months and the maximum
cumulative prison term so imposed for al!. violations during the beriod of post-release
control cannot exceed one-half of the stated prison term originally imposed upon me.”

{45} At Clark's change of plea hearing, the prosecution and defense counsel

jointly recommended a sentence of life imprisonment, with parole eligibility after

2
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twenty-five years plus an additional three years for the Gun Specification. The trial

judge, addressing Clark directly, explained: "if you're placed on post-release control
and if you violate any of those conditions of post-release control, you'd be charged
with a violation and you would have a hearing before the Parole Board, and if it were
determined at that hearing that you had violated one or more conditions of your post-

_ release control, you could have a new prison term imposed of up to nine months in

durabion; however, the total of all such new prison-terms could not exceed one-half of
your original sentence.” |

6} On January 18, 2008, Clark's §antencing hearing was held. The trial
court sentenced Clark to life imprisonment with eligibility for parole after twenty-eight

years.! As to the circumstances of Clark’s parole, the trial judge addressed Clark as

follows: “Normally, we use a santencing form at the Sentencing Hearing and it talks '

about post-release control. 'm going to use this form today and I'm going to read this
" form to you, but if the defendant were fo be released, after 28 years, he would
certainly be under certain conditions that they call parole, it's not called post—reiease

control. But I'm going to use this form and 'm going fo read it to you, Mr. Clark,

because what's in this form would apply to you. If you're released from prison, and

I'm going to change the word “after” to "if” because that's not a certainty. |f you're
released from prison, you will *** have a pericd of post-releése control, or parole, for
at least five years following your release from prison. If you viclate a post-release
controlled sanction imposed upon you ***.the Parole Board may impose *** a prison

term, provided that the prison term cannot exceed nine months, and the maximum

1. Clark was forty-four years old at the time of sentencing with 257 days jali credit for time served.
Accordingly, he would be about seventy-three years old when he becomes eligible for parole.

3




eumulative prison term so imposed for all vialations during the period of post-release

control cannot exceed one-half of the stated prison term originally imposed upon
you.”

{§7} The trial judge also addressed Clark regarding economic penalties as
follows: “The Court is not going to impose any monetary fine. Under the law, the

Court, if it imposss a fing, has to also make a finding that he's got the ability to pay

tnefine. Cbviously, [Llark]'s going to spend ihe rest of his life behind bars, He won't
have the ability to be employed. So, no fine will be imposed. There's been no
request for restifution made. Obviously, h‘e would not have the ability to make
restitution either.”

{48} In the triai court's writtan. Judgment Entry of Sentence, the court stated
that Clark "will be subject to a period of postrelease contral pursuant to R.C.
2829.14(F) and R.C. 2667.28(B) & {C). *** No monetary fine is imposed and no
restitution is ordered. [Clark] is ordered to pay all prosecution costs, court-appointed
counsel costs and any fees permitted pursuant fo R.C. 2929.18(A)(4).”

{49y Clark has appealed the entry of his guilty plea and the ftrial court's
imposition of economic penalties and raises the following assignments of er}or:

{910} “{1.] Ralph Clark’s guilty plea was not knowing, voluntary, and
intelligent because the frial court repeatedly mi_sinformed’ him that he would be
subject to a imited period of post-release control upon his release from prison:

{911} "[2] The trial court erred ‘when it ordered Mr. Clark to pay court-
appointed-counsel fees without making the necessary ability-to-pay finding reguired

by R.C. 2941.51(D).

A-10




12} “[3.] The tral -court erred when it ordered Mr. Clark fo pay ‘any fees'-
permitted pursuant to R.C. 2929,18(A)(4) without considering Mr. Clark's ‘present
and future ability to pay’ such fees, as required by R.C. 2929.18(B){8).

{913} "l4.] The trial court erred when it included a punishment in the written
sentencing judgment, but not in the sentence i imposed from the bench at the

sentencing hearing.”

{914} Under the first _ass-ignment of emor, Clark argues that the irial court
miétakéhlf im’ofmed him that the maximurﬁ penalities that could be imposed for"
violating the terms of his Adult Parcle Autl‘}ority supervision were additional prison
terms of nine m_anths not exceeding one half of his original sentence. According to
Clark, this erroneous information regarding the “maximum penalty” that could be
imposed rendered his plea invalid, i.e. i was not knowingly, voluniarily, and
intelligently made. We disagree.

{¥15} Contrary to Clark’s plea agreement and the comments made by the trial
judge at the plea hearing, Clark is not subject to post-release .ccntrol as detailed in
R.C. 2967.28. Strictly speaking, the trial judge’s erroneous statements regarding
post release control made at the sentencing--hea'ring have no bearing on the validity
of Clark's plea. Post-release controls apply to classified felonies based on the:
degree of the felony. R.C. 2067.28(B) and (C). Aggravated-murder is an unclassified
felony to which the provisions of R.C. 2867.28 do not apply. State v. Wofring, 11th
Dist. No. 89-1.-114, 2003-Ohic-326, ‘[[1]33;36; State v. Baker, 1st Dist. No. C-050791,
2006-Ohio-4902, at 8. Accordingly, Clark was mistakenly advised that he could be

subject fo a period of post-release control for five years and that if he viclated the
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conditions of post release control, the parcle board could impoese a prisen term not

exceeding nine months. See R.C. 2867.28(B)(1) and (F)(3).

{916} The basic penalties for Aggravated Murder are either death or
inﬁprisonment for fife. R.C. 2928.02(A). If the coutt impdses the penalty of
imprisonment for life, the court may specify whether the offender shall be imprisoned

for life “without parole” or whether the offender will be eligible for parole after serving

twenty, twenty-five, or thirty “full years of imprisonment.” R.C. 2929.03(A)(1).

{§17} According to the sentence imposed by the trial cowrt, Clark becomnes
eligible for parole “after serving a term of twenty-five full years,” plus three addifional
years for the Gun Spegcification. R.C. 2867.13(A)}3) and (B); R.C. 2029.03(A){(1)(c}.
“Parole’ means, regarding a prisoner who is serving a prison temm for aggravated
murder ***, a releass of the prisoner from confinement in any state correctional
institution by the aduit pamle authority *** under the {erms and conditions, and for a
period of time, prescribed by the authority *™." R.C. 2967.01(E). A “paroles”
remains under the supervision of the adult parole authority and under the legal
 custody of the department of rehabilitation and correcfion until granted ';ﬁnai_ release.”
R.C. 2967.02(C); In re Ricks {Dec. 31, 1997}, 11th Dist. No. 97-T-0182, 1997 Ohio
App. LEXIS 6028, at *3 ("the courts of this state have consistently held that a parclee
7 remains in the iegal custody of the Ohio parole autho;'ity until a final release
cerificate is issued”). There is no fixed period of fime within which the parole
authority must grant a parclee final release, R.C. 2867.18.

{418} "There is no constitutional or inherent righf 1o be released before the
expiration of a valid sentence.” Stafe ex rel. Miller v. Leonard, 88 Ohio St.3d 46, 47,

2000-Ohio-267, citing Greenholtz v. Inmates of Nebraska Penal & Comectional
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Complex (1979), 442 U.S. 1, 7. “[Wihether to ™ grant parole, or to grant a ﬁnal'.
release from parcle once granted, rests within the discretion of the Adult Parcle
Authority.” Foole v. Barkoflo, 10th Dist. No. D‘IAP-1249, 2002-Ohio-2300, at 16
(citations omitted); State ex rel. Duganitz v. Ohio Aduft Parole Auth., 77 Chio 8t.3d
190, 192, 1996-Ohio-326 ("[elven if all of these requirements [for final release] are

met, the APA's decision whether to grant final release is still discretionary”).

{19} In contrast to an offender subject to post-release control pursuant fo
R.C. 2967.28 (technically called a “releasee,” see R.C. 2967.01{J}), a parolee who
viclates the conditions of his parole "is returned to serve the remainder of his.original
sentence, not a new sentence.” /n re Long {1985), 24 Ohio App.3d 32, 36.

{4207 The Chio Rules of Criminal Procedure provide that a trial coust “shall
not accept a plea of guilly *** without first addressing the defendant personally and
w determining that the defendant is making the plea voluntarﬁy, with understanding
** of the maximum penalty involved ™. Crim.R. 11(C}{2)(a). With respect to the
non-constitutional requirements of Crim.R. 11{C)(2), such as v;..rhether the defendant
understands the maximum penalty invélved, a reviewing court must determine
whether there was substantial coﬁpliance. State v. Francis, 104 Ohio 3t.3d 480,
2004-Ohio-6894, at §45. "Substantial compliance means that under the {otality of the
circumstances the defendant subjectively understands the implications of his plea
and the rights he is waiving." Stafe v. Nero (1990), 56 Ohio 5t.3d 108, 108, citing
State v. Stewart (1977), 51 Ohio St.2d 88, 92-93. | |

{921} In contrast to post release confrol, parole is not part of. an offender's
sentence. The “maximum penalty” that could be imposed on Clark was imprisonment

for life. Accordingly, the trial court was under no duty to explain to Clark the




circumstances of parole. Hill v. Lockhart (1985), 474 U.8. 52, 56 {"[w]e have never

held that the United Statés Constitution requires the State to furnish a defendant with
information about parole eligibility in order for the defendant's plea of guilty o be
voluntary”); Xfé v. Edwards (C.A.6.1884), 6th Cir. No, 93-4385, 1994 U.S. App.
LEXIS 236086, at *4 (“[plarole eligibility is not a ‘direct consequence’ of a conviction,

and a defendant need not be informed of it") (citation omitted); Stafe v. Hamnilton, 4th

Dist. No. 05CA4, 2005-Ohio-5450, at 13 (‘[bjecause parole is nof part of an
offender’s sentence, the maximum penalty [for aggravated miurder] is imprisonmént
for life"); State v. Prom, 12th Dist; No. CA2002-01-007, 2003-Ohio-6543, 127 (“the
co_uﬁ was [nof] required to give Prom any advice at all concerning parole *** and
courts rarely if sver do”).

{922} Clark relies on the Twelith District case of Sfafe v. Prom, in which the
offender pled guilty to murder and was mistakenly advised of post release control
rather than parole; The Twelfth District, although acknowledging that the trial court
was under no obligation to advise the offender regarding parole, found that “by
delving intd these inappiicablle post-release control penalties in a mistaken effort to
comply with Crim.R. 11(C), ** the cuurf inadvertently created a Crifn.R. 11(C)
problem.” 2003-Ohio-6543, at §27. The court of appeals reaéoned, "[s]ubstantial
compliance might arise out of an omission, but it's far more difficult to find with
respect to an affirmative misstatement, gspecially one that understates the penalty
involved,” Id. at §28. Thus, the cburt concluded “that the trial court erred when it
accepted Prom’s guilty plea when, in consequence of the court's erroneous advice to
her concerning post-release control, Prom necessarily was unaware of the maximum

penalty to which she was exposed by her piea.” id, §28.
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{23} We do not find Prom persuasive. The Prom court bases its conctusion:
on the offender being “unaware of the maximum penalty to which she was exposed
by her plea,” however, eligibility for parole as well as the terms and conditions of
parole were neither part of her sentence nor part of the maximum penafty to which
she was exposed.

{924} The Fourth District in Stafe v. Hamilton rejected the conelusion reached

ih Prom. As in the present case, the offender in Hamiffon had pled guilly to
-Aggravated Murder and was erroneously advised of the penalfies for violating post
release control, 2005-Ohio-5450, at §1. The Fourth District reasoned, "nothing in the
court's misstatement about post-release contro! indicated that Hamilton would be or
was entiled to early release. The maximum penalty remained life in prison.
Hamifton is not subject to any greater penaity than the court described. The cowrt's
inaccurate minimization of the sanction for violating a totally discretionary early
release does not change the maximum penalty Hamilton faces. Hamilton may well
have been misled about how much time he would serve for violating parole, but his
contention that he did not know the maximum penalty he faced for aggravated
murder rings hollow.” Id. at {18, :

| {925} The Prom decision has also been rejected by the First Appellate District
in Stale v. Baker, 2006-Ohio-4902, for the similar. id. at éyllabua ("When the trial
court mistakenly informed a defendant convictgd of murder that the defsndant could
be placed on a period of post-release conirol, the defendant's guilty plea was not

rendered Involuntary under Crim.R, 11(C){2)(a): The frial couit's mistake in no way

A-15




detracted from the defendant's understanding that the maximum penalty he faced.-
was life in prison.”).?

{26} In the present case, as correctly stated by the trial judge at the plea
hearing, the maximum penalty that could be imposed upon Clark was life without
| parole. Clark’s actual sentence of life with eligibility for parole after twenty-five years

was jointly recommended, but, as the trial judge made clear, the court was not bound

to accept this recommendation. ~ Accordingly, the trial court substantially complied
with Crim.R. 1H{C)2¥a)s requirement to éxp[ain Cthe maximum penally,
nofwithstanding the court's erraneous explgnaﬁon of the lesser penalty of iife with
eligibility for parole.

{27} The inquiry, however, doss not end with the determination as io
whether the sentencing judge complied with Crim.R. 11{C){(2)(a). "IA] defendant who
chatlenges his guilty plea on the basis that it was not knowingly, intelligently, and
voluntarily made must show a prejudicial effect. ** The test is whether the plea
would have otherwise been made.” Nero, 56 Ohio St.3d at 108, citing Stewart, 51
Ohio St.2d at 93, and Crim.R. 52(A).

{428} in the present case, there is no evidence that would suggest Clark’s
belief that he would be subject to past release control, assuming he would be
relsased after twenty-eight years, induced him to enter hi's plea of guilty. On the
contrary, the prosecution possessed a video-taped siatement, two recorded
statements, and an oral statement in which Clark fully admitted his culpability for

Carolyn's death, Clark’s motion to have these confessions suppressed was denied.

2. The Ohio Supreme Court declined to accept Baker as a discretionary appeal. State v. Saker, 112
Ohio St.3d 1471, 2007-Ohio-388. As o Hamifton, the Supreme Court denied a motion to file a .
delayed appeal. Stale v. Hamilton, 112 Chio 5t.3d 1417, 2006-Ohla-6712.

10
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Moreover, Clark had been determined competent to stand trial and to have known:
the wrongfuiness of his acts. As Clark’s guilt was not reasonably in the question, the
ﬁnly issue for the court was whether Clark’s sentence would be life imprisonment or
life imprisonment with the possibility of parole. In exchange for the plea of guilty, the
State agreed to recommend a sentence of life with eligibility for parcle after twenty-

five years. As discussed above, post release control is not applicable in murder

cases. Clark cannot demonstrate prejudice by being misinformed about the
possibility of post release cun;trol sanc‘cioﬁs when such sanctions are not a possibility
under any circumstances. Thus, parols fen'}ains the only possible alternative fo life
imprisonment without parole. Since parole is the only altsmative of life imprisonment,
the actual conditions of parole cannot have been a significant factor in Clark’s
decision to enter a plea. Cf. State v. Mifchefl, 11th Dist. No. 2004-T-0139, 2006-
Ohio-618, at 116 (defendant’s mistaken belief about the "possibility” of early judicial
release did not satisfy the prejudice requirement necessary to invalidate the guilty
plea).

{929} The late Judge Kilbane, in a separate concurring opinion in Sfafe v.
Cvijetinovic, 8th Dist. No. 81534, 2003-Ohlo-563, provides a perceptive analysis of
the difficulty of demonstrating prejudice in a direct appeaonf a plea agreement: i
agree that the record on appeal is insuffisient to set aside t-he plea because there is
no indication that Cvijetinovic relied on the judge’s statements to his prejudice.
These circumstances, however, are not unusual because the substantial compliance
rule tends to defeat most guilty piea challenges on appeal unless prejudice is slhown
in the transcript of the plea hearing or the violation does not require a showing of

prejudice. Where the record on appeal shows substantial compliance, the defendant
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still may challenge his plea through Crim.R. 32.1 if he can present evidence showing'

that he did not have the necessary subjective understanding of the plea's
consequences.” Id. at 23 {citations omitted).

€30} The first assighment of eror is without merit.

{431} The next three assignments of error challenge the ifrial court's

imposition of financial penalties and may be considered fogether.

{432} Under the Revised Code, "[tlhe court shall not impose a fine or fines for
aggravated murder which ™ exceeds the amount which the offender is or will be
able fo pay by the method and within the time allowed without undue hardship to the
offender or to the dependents of the offender, or will prevent the offender from
making reparation for the victim's wrongful death.” RC 20929.02(C).

{4133} Ai Clark’s seniencing hearing, the trial court ordered Clark to “pay court
costs, for which judgment is rendered and execution may issue.” In its written
Judgment Entry of Senténce, the trial court stated; “[njo monetary fine is imposed
and no restitution is ordered. [Clark] is ordered to pay ail prosecution costs, court-
appointed counse! costs and any fees permitted pursuant io R.C. .2929.18(A)(4).”

{434} Clark argues_that the order to pay court-appointed counsel fees and
any fees permitted pursuant to R.C. 2928.18(A)(4) is improper because {1} the trial
court fafled to state that it was imposing these penalties a.t the sentencing hearing
and {2) the trial court failed to inquire into.C!ark’s abifity to pay these fees.

{9135} Ohio Criminal Rule 43(A) provides ‘Tflhe defendant shail be pressnt at
the arraignment and every stage of the trial, including > the imposition of sentence.”
Thus, the defendant must be present when sentence is imposed and a trial court errs

when it imposes' additional sanctions, including mandatory court costs, in its

12
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sentencing entry outside the defendant’s presence. Stafe v. Peacock, 11th Dist. No.

2002-1-115, 2003-Ohio-6772, at 145 (“Crim.R. 43(A) requires the trial court to inform
the defendant, at his sentencing hearing, ™* that he is requi;ed to pay costs{;]
[slimply adding these sanctions in the sentencing entry violates Crim.R. 43(A)").

{936} The State concedes the trial court erred by including additional

sanctions in its sentencing entry that were not imposed at the hearing. Accordingly,

that part of the couit's Judgment Entry of Sentence, ordering Clark “to pay all
prosecution costs, court-appointed counse! costs and any fees permitted pursuant to
R.C. 2929.18(A)(4),” must be vacated. The f‘ourtﬁ assignment of error has merit.

{437} Under the second assignment of error, Clark challenges the trial court's
ahility to impose “court-abpuinted counsel casts” when the court has not inquired into
the offender’s éb'i'ifty o pay. There exisis some ambiguity as to what the trial court
meant by *courbappointed counset costs.”

{938} Ciark interprets “court-appointed counsel costs” to mean the costs of
appointed counsel. Pursuant to R.C. 2841.51, govemning the payment of appointed
counsel, "if the person represented ﬁas, or reasonably may be expected fo bhave, the
means to meet some part of the cost of the services rendered fo the person, the
persen shall pay the county an amount that the person reasonably can be expected
to pay.” R.C. 2941.51(D). A trial court is required to maké a finding on the record
regarding an offender’s ability to pay appointed counsel fees before assessing the
costs of appointed counsel. Stafe v. Berry, 6&1 Dist, No. 1.-05-1048, 2007-Ohio-84, at
156.

{39} The State interprets “court-appointed counsel costs” to mean the

twenty-five doltar application fee for indigent defendanfs. Pursuant to R.C. 120.38, “if
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a person who is a defendant in a criminal case *** requests or is provided a staté
public defender ** or any other counsel appointed by the court, the court in which
the criminal case is initially filed *** shall assess, unless the application fee is waived
or reduced, a non-refundable application fee of twenty-five dollars, *** [f the person
does not pay the application fee within [a] seven-day period, the court shall assess

the application fee at sentencing or at the final disposition of the case.” R.C.

120.36(A)(1).

{140} At sentencing, the trial court stated, “[tihe Court'is not going fo impose

any monetary fine. Under the law, the Court, if it inposes a fine, has to alsomake a -

finding that he’s got the ability to pay the fine. Obviously, [Clark]'s going to spend the
rest of his life behind bars, He won't have the ability to be employed. So, no fine will
be imposed.”

{41} These commenis are consistent with the State’s, rather than Clark's;
interpretation of what the trial court meant by “court-appeointed counsel costs.” Far
from finding that Clark “has, or reaspnably may be expected to have, the means to
meet some of the costs of” appointed counsel, the trial court concluded that Clark
does not aﬁd will not have the ability to pay additional fines. Abcording[y, the trial
court’s reference to “court-appointed counsel costs” can only be reasonably
inferpreted to mean the twenty-five dollar application fee. for indigent defendanis.
However, since the trial court failed to assess this fee af the time of sentencing, this
part of Clark’s sentence remains vacated. The second assignment of error has merit
for the reasons set forth under the fourth assignment of error, i.e. "court-appointed

counsel costs” were not pronounced at the sentencing hearing.
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{942} Under the third assignment of error, Clark challenges the trial court’s:
order that he pay “any fees permitted pursuant to R.C. 2929.18(A)(4).” Pursuant to
R.C. 2929.18(A)}4), the trial court may order Clark to pay “[a] state fine or costs as
defined in section 2949.111 of the Revised Code.” “State fines or costs’ means any
costs imposed of forfeited bail collected by the court *** for deposit into the

reparations fund or *** for deposit into the general revenue fund and all fines,

penalies, and forfeited bail collected by the -court and paid to a law library
~-association ***.” RC 2949.111(A)2). “Before imﬁosing a financial sanction under
section 2029.18 of the Revised Code ™, the court shall consider the offender’s
present and future abilly to pay the amount of the sa_mction or fine.” R.C.
2928.19(B)B6).

@43} The State concedes the frial court did not comply with R.C.
2929.19(B)(8) by not considering Clark’s future ability to pay fees pursuant to R.C.
2829.18(A)4).

{944} As discussed under the second assignment of ervor, this part of Clark’s
sentence must be vacated as the trial court did not assess fees pursuant to R.C.
2929.18(A}(4) at the time of sentencing. We further note that it does not appear from
the record that any “state fines or costs,” as defined in 2949.111(A)(2), presently
exist. Accordingly, the third assignment of error has merit. |

{945} For the foregoing reasons, we affirm the Ashtabula County Court of
Common Pleas’ Judgment Entry of Guilty to Negotiated Plea, accepting Clark's guilty
plea to one count of Aggravated Murder with Gun Specification. We reverse the

court's Judgment Entry of Sentence as to the financial penalties contained in the
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written entry and imposed outside of Clark's presence. This matter is remanded for

the limited purpose of resentencing consistent with Crim.R. 43(A) and this opinion.

MARY JANE TRAPP, J., concurs,

WILLIAM M. O'NEILL, J., dissents.
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TITLE 26. CRIMES -- PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 2901. GENERAL PROVISIONS
IN GENERAL

Go to the Ohio Code Archive Directory
ORC Ann. 2901.02 (2007)

§ 2901.02. Classification of offenses

As used in the Revised Code:

(A) Offenses include aggravated murder, murder, felonies of the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth degree, mis-
demeanors of the first, second, third, and fourth degree, minor misdemeanors, and offenses not specifically classified.

(B) Aggravated murder when the indictment or the count in the indictment charging aggravated murder contains
one or more specifications of aggravating circumstances listed in division (A) of section 2929.04 of Revised Code, and
any other offense for which death may be imposed as a penalty, is a capital offense.

(C‘) Aggravated murder and murder are felonies.

(D) Regardless of the penalty that may be imposed, any offense specifically classified as a felony is a felony, and
any offense specifically classified as a misdemeanor is a misdemeanor.

(B} Any offense not specifically classified is a felony if imprisonment for more than one year may be imposed as
a penalty. '

(F) Any offense not specifically classified is a misdemeanor if imprisonment for not more than one year may be
imposed as a penalty.

(G) Any offense not specifically classified is a minor misdemeanor if the only penalty that may be imposed is one
of the following:

(1) For an offense committed prior to the effective date of this amendment, a fine not exceeding one hundred
dollars;

{(2) For an offense committed on or after the effective date of this amendment, a fine not exceeding one hundred
fifty dollars, community service under division (C) of section 2929.27 of the Revised Code, or a financial sanction other
than a fine under section 2929.28 of the Revised Code.
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TITLE 29. CRIMES -- PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 2903. HOMICIDE AND ASSAULT
HOMICIDE
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ORC Ann. 2903.01 (2007)

§ 2903.01. Aggravated murder

(A) No person shall purposely, and with prior calculation and design, cause the death of another or the unlawful ter-
mination of another's pregnancy.

(B) No person shall purposely cause the death of another or the unlawful termination of another’s pregnancy while
committing or attempting to commit, or while fleeing immediately after committing or attempting to commit, kidnap-
ping, rape, aggravated arson, arson, aggravated robbery, robbery, aggravated burglary, burglary, terrorism, or escape.

(C) No person shall purposely cause the death of another who is under thirteen years of age at the time of the com-
mission of the offense.

(D) No person who is under detention as a result of having been found guilty of or having pleaded guilty to a felony
or who breaks that detention shall purposely cause the death of another.

(E) No person shall purposely cause the death of a law enforcement officer whom the offender knows or has rea-
sonable cause to know is a law enforcement officer when either of the following apphes

{1) The victim, at the time of the commission of the offense, is engaged in the thzm's duties.
(2) It is the offender's specific purpose to kill a law enforcement officer.

(F) Whoever violates this section is guilty of aggravated murder, and shall be punished as provided in section
2929.02 of the Revised Code.

(G) As used in this section:
(1) "Detention" has the same meaning as in section 2921.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Law enforcement officer” has the same meaning as in section 2911.01 of the Revised Code.
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TITLE 29. CRIMES -- PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 2903. HOMICIDE AND ASSAULT
HOMICIDE

Go to the Ohio Code Archive Directory

ORC Ann. 2903.02 (2007)

§ 2503.02. Murder

(A) No person shall purposely cause the death of another or the unlawful termination of another's pregnancy.

(B) No person shall cause the death of another as a proximate result of the offender's committing or attemnpting to
commit an offense of violence that is a felony of the first or second degree and that is not a violation of section 2903.03
or 2903.04 of the Revised Code. '

(C) Division (B) of this section does not apply to an offense that becomes a felony of the first or second degree only
if the offender previously has been convicted of that offense or another specified offense.

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of murder, and shall be punished as provided in section 2929.02 of the
Revised Code.

A-25



Page 1

LEXSTAT O.R.C. 2929.02

PAGE'S OHIO REVISED CODE ANNOTATED
Copyright (c) 2007 by Matthew Bender & Company, Inc
a member of the LexisNexis Group
All rights reserved.

*** CURRENT THROUGH LEGISLATION PASSED BY THE 127TH OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND FILED
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE THROUGH NOVEMBER 8, 2007 ***
*#E ANNOTATIONS CURRENT THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1, 2007 ***
##% OPINIONS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL CURRENT THROUGH NOVEMBER 4, 2007 ***

TITLE 29. CRIMES -- PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 2929. PENALTIES AND SENTENCING
PENALTIES FOR MURDER
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THIS SECTION HAS MORE THAN ONE DOCUMENT WITH VARYING EFFECTIVE DATES.

§ 2929.02, Penalties for aggravated murder or murder

(A) Whoever is convicted of or pleads guilty to aggravated murder in violation of secfion 2903.01 of the Revised Code
shall suffer death or be imprisoned for life, as determined pursuant to sections 2929.022 {2928.02.2{, 2929.03, and
2929.04 of the Revised Code, except that no person who raises the matter of age pursnant to secion 2929.023
[2929.02.3] of the Revised Code and who is not found to have been eighteen years of age or older at the time of the
commission of the offense shall suffer death. In addition, the offender may be fined an amount fixed by the court, but
not more than twenty-five thousand dollars.

(B) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division {B)(2) or (3) of this section, whoever is convicted of or pleads
guilty to murder in violation of section 2903.02 of the Revised Code shall be imprisoned for an indefinite term of fifteen
years to life.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(3) of this section, if a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to
murder in violation of section 2903.02 of the Revised Code, the victim of the offense was less than thirteen years of age,
and the offender also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a sexual motivation specification that was incloded in the in-
dictment, count in the indictment, or information charging the offense, the court shall impose an indefinite prison term
of thirty years to life pursuant to division (B)(3) of section 2971.03 of the Revised Code.

(3) If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to murder in violation of section 2903.02 of the Revised Code and
also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a sexual motivation specification and a sexually violent predator specification
that were included in the indictment, count in the indictment, or information that charged the murder, the court shali
impose upon the offender a term of life imprisonment without parole that shall be served pursuant to section 2971.03 of
the Revised Code.

{4) In addition, the offender may be fined an amount fixed by the court, but not more than fifteen thousand dol-
lars,

(C) The court shall not impose a fine or fines for aggravated murder or murder which, in the aggregate and to the
extent not suspended by the court, exceeds the amount which the offender is or will be able to pay by the method and
within the time allowed without undue hardship to the offender or to the dependerits of the offender, or will prevent the
offender from making reparation for the victim's wrongful death.
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(D) (1) In addition to any other sanctions imposed for a violation of section 2903.01 or 2903.02 of the Revised
Code, if the offender used a motor vehicle as the means to commit the violation, the court shall impose upon the of-
fender a class two suspension of the offender's driver's license, commercial driver's license, temporary instruction per-
mit, probationary lcense, or nonresident operating privilege as specified in division (A)(2) of section 4510.02 of the

Revised Code.
{2) As used in division {D) of this section, "motor vehicle" has the same meaning as in section 4501.01 of the Re-

vised Code,
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TITLE 29. CRIMES -- PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 2929. PENALTIES AND SENTENCING
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THIS SECTION HAS MORE THAN ONE DOCUMENT WITH VARYING EFFECTIVE DATES.

§ 2929.14, Basic prison terms

(A) Except as provided in division (C), (D)1}, (PX2), (D)3}, (D)(4), (D)(5), (DX6), (G), ot (L) of this section and
except in refation to an offense for which a sentence of death or life imprisonment is to be imposed, if the court impos-
ing a sentence upon an offender for a felony elects or is required to impose a prison term on the offender pursuant to this
chapter, the court shall impose a definite prison term that shall be one of the following:

(1) For a felony of the first degree, the prison term shall be three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, or ten years.
(2) For a felony of the second degree, the prison term shall be two, three, four, five, six, seven, or eight years.
(3) For a felony of the third degree, the prison term shall be one, two, three, four, or five years.

(4) For a felony of the fourth degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen,
fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen months.

{5) For a felony of the fifth degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, or twelve months.

(B) Except as provided in division (C}, (D)(1), (D}(2), (D)(3). (D)5}, (D}(6), (G), or (L) of this section, in section
2907.02 or 2907.05 of the Revised Code, or in Chapter 2925. of the Revised Code, if the court imposing a sentence upon
an offender for a felony elects or is required to impose a prison term on the offender, the court shall impose the shortest
prison term authorized for the offense pursuant to division (A) of this section, unless one or more of the following ap-
plies:

{1) The offender was serving a prison term at the time of the offense, or the offender previously had served a
prison term.

(2) The court finds on the record that the shortest prison term will demean the seriousness of the offender's con-
duct or will not adequately protect the public from future crime by the offender or others.

(C) Except as provided in division (G) or (L) of this section or in Chapter 2925. of the Revised Code, the court im-
posing a sentence upon an offender for a felony may impose the longest prison term anthorized for the offense pursuant
to division (A) of this section only upon offenders who committed the worst forms of the offense, upon offenders who
pose the greatest likelihood of committing future crimes, upen certain major drug offenders under division (D)(3) of this
section, and upon certain repeat violent offenders in accordance with division (D)(2) of this section.
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(D) (1) (a) Except as provided i division (D){1}(e} of this section, if an offender who is convicted of or pleads
guilty to a felony also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.141
[2941.14.1], 2941.144 {2941.14.4], or 2941.145 {2941.14.5] of the Revised Code, the court shall impose on the of-
fender one of the following prison terms:

(i) A prison term of six years if the specification is of the type described in section 2941.144 [2941.14.4] of
the Revised Code that charges the offender with having a firearm that is an automatic firearm or that was equipped with
a firearm muffler or silencer on or about the offender’s person or under the offender's control while committing the fel-
ony;

(ii} A prison term of three years if the specification is of the type described in section 2941.145 {2941.14.5] of
the Revised Code that charges the offender with having a firearm on or about the offender's person or under the of-
fender's control while committing the offense and displaying the firearm, brandishing the firearm, indicating that the
offender possessed the firearm, or using it to facilitate the offense;

(iii) A prison term of one year if the specification is of the type described in section 2941.147 [2941.14.1] of
the Revised Code that charges the offender with having a firearm on or about the offender's person or under the of-
fender's control while committing the felony.

{b) If a court imposes a prison term on an offender under division (D)(1)(a) of this section, the prison term shall
not be reduced pursuant to section 2929.20, section 2967.193 [2967.19.3], or any other provision of Chapter 2867, or
Chapter 5120. of the Revised Code. A court shall not impose more than one prison term on an offender under division
(D)(1){a) of this section for felonies committed as part of the same act or transaction.

{c) Except as provided in division (D){1)(e) of this section, if an offender who is convicted of or pleads guilty to
a violation of section 2923.161 [2923.16.1] of the Revised Cade or to a felony that includes, as an essential element,
purposely or knowingly causing or attempting to cause the death of or physical harm to another, also is convicted of or
pleads guilty 1o a specification of the type described in section 2941.146 [2941.14.6] of the Revised Code that charges
the offender with committing the offense by discharging a firearm from a motor vehicle other than a manufactured
home, the court, after imposing a prison term on the offender for the violation of section 2923.161 [2923.16.1] of the
Revised Code or for the other felony offense under division (A), (I)(2), or (D)(3) of this section, shall impose an addi-
tional prison term of five years upon the offender that shall not be reduced pursuant to section 2929.20, section
2967.193 [2967.19.3], or any other provision of Chapter 2967, or Chapter 5120. of the Revised Code. A court shall not
impose more than one additional prison term on an offender under division (D){1)(c) of this section for felonies com-
mitted as part of the same act or transaction. If a court imposes an additional prison term on an offender under division
{D)(1)(c) of this section relative to an offense, the court also shall impose a prison term under division (D){1)(a) of this
section relative to the same offense, provided the criteria specified in that division for imposing an additional prison
term are satisfied relative to the offender and the offense.

(d) If an offender who is convicted of or pleads guilty to an offense of violence that is a felony also is convicted
of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.1411 [2941.14.11] of the Revised Code that
charges the offender with wearing or carrying body armor while committing the felony offense of violence, the court
shall impose on the offender a prison term of two years. The prison term so imposed shall not be reduced pursuant to
section 2929.20, section 2967.193 {2967.19.3], or any other provision of Chapter 2967, or Chapter 5120. of the Revised
Code. A court shall not impose more than one prison term on an offender under division (D)(1){d) of this section for
felonies committed as part of the same act or transaction. If a court imposes an additional prison term under division
(D)(1)(2) or {c) of this section, the court is not precluded from imposing an additional prison term under division
(D)(1)(d) of this section.

(2) The court shall not impose any of the prison terms described in division (D)(1){a} of this section or any of
the additional prison terms described in division (D){1){c) of this section: upon an offender for a violation of section
2923.120r 2923.123 [2923.12.3] of the Revised Code. The court shall not impose any of the prison terms described in
division (D)(1)(a) of this section or any of the additional prison terms described in division (D)(1)(c) of this section
upon an offender for a violation of section 2923.13 of the Revised Code unless all of the following apply:

(i) The offender previously has been convicted of aggravated murder, murder, or any felony of the first or
second degree.

(ii) Less than five years have passed since the offender was released from prison or post-release control,
whichever is later, for the prior offense.
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(f) If an offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a felony that includes, as an essential element, causing or at-
tempting to cause the death of or physical harm to another and also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of
the type described in section 2941.1412 [2941.14.12] of the Revised Code that charges the offender with committing the
offense by discharging a firearm at a peace officer as defined in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code or a corrections
officer as defined in section 2941.1412 [2941.14.12] of the Revised Code, the court, after imposing a prison term on the
offender for the felony offense under division (A), (D)(2), or (D)(3) of this section, shall impose an additional prison
term of seven years upon the offender that shall not be reduced pursuant to section 2929.20, section 2967.193
[2967.19.3], or any other provision of Chapter 2967. or Chapter 5120. of the Revised Code, A court shall not impose
more than one additional prison term on an offender under division (D)(1)(f) of this section for felonies committed as
part of the same act or transaction. If a court imposes an additional prison term on an offender under division (D)(1)(f)
of this section relative to an offense, the court shall not impose a prison term under division (D){1){a) or {c) of this sec-
tion relative to the same offense.

(2) (a) If division (D)}2)(b) of this section does not apply, the court may impose on an offender, in addition to the
longest prison term authorized or required for the offense, an additional definite prison term of one, two, three, four,
five, six, seven, eight, nine, or ten years if all of the following criteria are met:

(i} The offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.149
[2941.14.9] of the Revised Code that the offender is a repeat violent offender.

(ii) The offense of which the offender currently is convicted or to which the offender currently pleads guilty is
aggravated murder and the court does not impose a sentence of death or life imprisonment without parole, murder, ter-
yorism and the court does not impose a sentence of life imprisonment without parole, any felony of the first degree that
is an offense of violence and the court does not impose a sentence of life imprisonment without parole, or any felony of
the second degree that is an offense of violence and the trier of fact finds that the offense involved an attempt to cause
or a threat to cause serious physical harm to a person or resulted in serious physical harm to a person.

(iii} The couit imposes the longest prison term for the offense that is not life imprisonment without parole.

(iv) The court finds that the prison terms imposed pursuant to division (D)(2)(a)(iii) of this section and, if ap-
plicable, division (D)(1) or (3) of this section are inadequate to punish the offender and protect the public from future
crime, because the applicable factors under section 2929.12 of the Revised Code indicating a greater likelihood of re-
cidivism outweigh the applicable factors under that section indicating a lesser likelihood of recidivism.

{¥) The court finds that the prison terms imposed pursuant to division (D)2)(a)(iii) of this section and, if ap-
plicable, division (D)(1) or (3) of this section are demeaning to the seriousness of the offense, because one or more of
the factors under section 2929.12 of the Revised Code indicating that the offender's conduct is more serious than con-
duct normally constituting the offense are present, and they outweigh the applicable factors under that section indicating
that the offender's conduct is less serious than conduct normally constituting the offense.

(b) The court shall impose on an offender the longest prison term authorized or required for the offense and
shall impose on the offender an additional definite prison term of one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, or
ten years if all of the following criteria are met:

(i) The offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.149
[2941.14.9] of the Revised Code that the offender is a repeat violent offender.

(ii) The offender within the preceding twenty years has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or more
offenses described in division (DD)(1) of section 2929.01 of the Revised Code, including all offenses described in that
division of which the offender is convicted or to which the offender pleads guilty in the current prosecution and all of-
fenses described in that division of which the offender previously has been convicted or to which the offender previ-
ously pleaded guilty, whether prosecuted together or separately.

(iii) The offense or offenses of which the offender currently is convicted or to which the offender currently
pleads guilty is aggravated murder and the court does not impose a sentence of death or life imprisonment without pa-
role, murder, terrorism and the court does not impose a sentence of life imprisonment without parole, any felony of the
* first degree that is an offense of violence and the court does not impose a sentence of life imprisonment without parole,
or any felony of the second degree that is an offense of violence and the trier of fact finds that the offense involved an
atterpt to cause or a threat to cause serious physical harm to a person or resulted in serious physical harm to a person.
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(¢) For purposes of division (D)(2)(b) of this section, two or more offenses committed at the same time or as
part of the same act or event shall be considered one offense, and that one offense shall be the offense with the greatest

penalty.

(d) A sentence imposed under division (D)(2)(a) or (b) of this section shall not be reduced pursuant to section
292920 or section 2967.193 [2967.19.3), or any other provision of Chapter 2967. or Chapter 5120. of the Revised
Code. The offender shall serve an additional prison term imposed under this section consecutively to and prior to the
prison term imposed for the underlying offense.

(¢) When imposing a sentence pursuant to division (D)(2)(a) or (b) of this section, the court shall state its find-
ings explaining the imposed sentence.,

(3) (a) Except when an offender commits a violation of section 2903.01 or 2907.02 of the Revised Code and the
penalty imposed for the violation is life imprisonment or commits a violation of section 2903.02 of the Revised Code, if
the offender commits a violation of section 2925.03 or 2925.11 of the Revised Code and that section classifies the of-
fender as a major drug offender and requires the imposition of a ten-year prison term on the offender, if the offender
commits a felony violation of section 2925.02, 2925.04, 2925.05, 2925.36, 3719.07, 3719.08, 3719.16, 3719. 161
[3719.16.1], 4729.37, or 4729.61, division (C) or (D) of section 3719.172 [3719.17.2], division (C} of section 4729.51,
or division (1) of section 4729.54 of the Revised Code that includes the sale, offer to sell, or possession of a schedule I
or II controlled substance, with the exception of marihuana, and the court imposing sentence upon the offender finds
that the offender is guilty of a specification of the type described in section 2941, 1410 f2941.14.1] of the Revised Code
charging that the offender is a major drug offender, if the court imposing sentence upon an offender for a felony finds
that the offender is guilty of corrupt activity with the most serious offense in the pattern of corrupt activity being a fel-
ony of the first degree, or if the offender is guilty of an attempted violation of section 2907.02 of the Revised Code and,
had the offender completed the violation of section 2907.02 of the Revised Code that was attempted, the offender would
have been subject to a sentence of life imprisonment or life imprisonment without parole for the violation of section
2907.02 of the Revised Code, the court shall impose upon the offender for the felony violation a ten-year prison iertn
that cannot be reduced pursuant to section 2929.20 or Chapter 2967. or 5120. of the Revised Code.

(b) The court imposing a prison term on an offender under division (D)(3)(a) of this section may impose an ad-
ditional prison term of one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, or ten years, if the court, with respect to the
term imposed under division (D)(3)(a) of this section and, if applicable, divisions (D)(1) and (2) of this section, makes
both of the findings set forth in divisions (D)(2)(a)(iv) and (v) of this section.

(4) If the offender is being sentenced for a third or fourth degree felony OVI offense under division (G)(2) of sec-
tion 2929.13 of the Revised Code, the sentencing court shall impose upon the offender a mandatory prison term in ac-
cordance with that division. In addition to the mandatory prison term, if the offender is being sentenced for a fourth de-
gree felony OVI offense, the court, notwithstanding division (A)(4) of this section, may sentence the offender to a defi-
pite prison term of not less than six months and not more than thirty months, and if the offender is being sentenced for a
third degree felony OVI offense, the sentencing court may sentence the offender to an additional prison term of any
duration specified in division (A)(3) of this section. In either case, the additional prison term imposeéd shall be reduced
by the sixty or one hundred twenty days imposed upon the offender as the mandatory prison term. The total of the addi-
tional prison term imposed under division (D)(4} of this section plus the sixty or one hundred twenty days imposed as
the mandatory prison term shall equal a definite term in the range of six months to thirty months for a fourth degree
felony OVI offense and shall equal one of the authorized prison terms specified in division {A)(3) of this section for a
third degree felony OVI offense. If the court imposes an additional prison term under division (D)(4) of this section, the
offender shall serve the additional prison term after the offender has served the mandatory prison term required for the
offense. In addition to the mandatory prison term or mandatory and additional prison term imposed as described in divi-
sion (D)(4) of this section, the court also may sentence the offender to a community control sanction under section
2929.16 or 2929.17 of the Revised Code, but the offender shall serve all of the prison terms so imposed prior to serving
the community control sanction,

If the offender is being sentenced for a fourth degree felony OVI offense under division {(G)(1) of section 2929.13
of the Revised Code and the court imposes a mandatory term of local incarceration, the court may impose a prison term
as described in division (A)(1) of that section.

(5) If an offender is convicted of or pleads gnilty to a violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of section 2903.06 of the
Revised Code and also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2041.1414
[2941.14.14] of the Revised Code that charges that the victim of the offense is a peace officer, as defined in section
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2935.01 of the Revised Code, or an investigator of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation, as defined in
section 2903.11 of the Revised Code, the court shall impose on the offender a prison term of five years. If a court im-
poses a prison term on an offender under division (D)(5) of this section, the prison term shall not be reduced pursuant to
section 2929.20, section 2967.193 [2967.19.3}, or any other provision of Chapter 2967. or Chapter 5120. of the Revised
Code. A court shall not impose more than one prison term on an offender under division (D)(5) of this section for felo-
nies committed as part of the same act.

(6) If an offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of section 2903.06 of the
Revised Code and also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.1415
[2941.74.15] of the Revised Code that charges that the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
three or more violations of division (A) or (B) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code or an equivalent offense, as de-
fined in section 2941.1415 [2941.14.15] of the Revised Code, or three or more violations of any combination of those
divisions and offenses, the court shall impose on the offender a prison term of three years. If a court imposes a prison
term on an offender under division (D)(6) of this section, the prison term shall not be reduced pursuant to section
2929 .20, section 2967.193 [2967.19.3], or any other provision of Chapter 2967, or Chapter 5120. of the Revised Code.
A court shall not impose more than one prison ferm on an offender under division (D)(6} of this section for felonies
committed as part of the same act. ' ' '

(E) (1) (a) Subject to division (E)(1)(b) of this section, if a mandatory prison term is imposed upon an offender pur-
suant to division (D}(1)(a) of this section for having a firearm on or about the offender's person or under the offender's
control while committing a felony, if a mandatory prison term: is imposed upon an offender pursuant to division
{(D)(1)(c) of this section for committing a felony specified in that division by discharging a firearm from a motor vehi-
cle, or if both types of mandatory prison terms are imposed, the offender shall serve any mandatory prison term imposed
under cither division consecutively to any other mandatory prison term imposed under either division or under division
(D)(1)(d) of this section, consecutively to and prior to any prison term imposed for the underlying felony pursuant to
division (A), (D)(2), or (D)(3) of this section or any other section of the Revised Code, and consecutively to any other
prison term or mandatory prison term previously or subsequently imposed upon the offender.

(b) If a mandatory prison term is imposed upon an offender pursuant to division (D)(1)(d) of this section for
wearing or carrying body armor while committing an offense of violence that is a felony, the offender shall serve the
mandatory term so imposed consecutively to any other mandatory prison term imposed under that division or under
division (D)(1)(a) or (c) of this section, consecutively to and prior o any prison term imposed for the underlying felony
under division (A), (D)(2), or (D)(3) of this section or any other section of the Revised Code, and consecutively to any
other prison term or mandatory prison term previously or subsequently imposed upon the offender.

(c) If a mandatory prison term is imposed upon an offender pursuant to division (D)(1)(f) of this section, the of-
fender shall serve the mandatory prison term so imposed consecutively to and prior to any prison term imposed for the
underlying felony under division (A), (D)(2), or (D)(3) of this section or any other section of the Revised Code, and
consecutively to any other prison term or mandatory prison term previously or subsequently imposed upon the offender.

(2) If an offender who is an inmate in a jail, prison, or other residential detention facility violates section 2917.02,
2917.03,2921.34, or 2921.35 of the Revised Code, if an offender who is under detention at a detention facility commits
a felony violation of section 2923.131 [2923.13.1] of the Revised Code, or if an offender who is an inmate in a jail,
prison, or other residential detention facility or is under detention at a detention facility commits another felony while
the offender is an escapee in violation of section 2921.34 of the Revised Code, any prison term imposed upon the of-
fender for one of those violations shall be served by the offender consecutively to the prison term or term of imprison-
ment the offender was serving when the offender committed that offense and to any other prison term previously or
subsequently imposed upon the offender.

(3) If a prison term is imposed for a violation of division (B) of section 2911.01 of the Revised Code, a violation
of division (A) of section 2913.02 of the Revised Code in which the stolen property is a firearm or dangerous ordnance,
or a felony violation of division (B) of section 2921.331 [2921.33.1] of the Revised Code, the offender shall serve that
prison term consecutively to any other prison term or mandatory prison term previously or subsequently imposed upon
the offender.

(4) If multiple prison terms are imposed on an offender for convictions of multiple offenses, the court may require
the offender to serve the prison terms consecutively if the court finds that the consecutive service is necessary to protect
the public from future crime or to punish the offender and that consecutive sentences are not disproportionate to the
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seriousness of the offender's conduct and to the danger the offender poses to the public, and if the court also finds any of
the following:

(a) The offender committed one or more of the multiple offenses while the offender was awaiting trial or sen-
tencing, was under a sanction imposed pursuant o section 2929.16, 2929.17, or 2929.18 of the Revised Code, or was
under post-release control for a prior offense.

(b) At least two of the multiple offenses were committed as part of one or more courses of conduct, and the
harm caused by two or more of the multiple offenses so committed was so great or unusual that no single prison term
for any of the offenses committed as part of any of the courses of conduct adequately reflects the seriousness of the of-
fender's conduct.

{c) The offender's history of criminal conduct demonstrates that consecutive sentences are necessary to protect
the public from future crime by the offender.

(5) If a mandatory prison term is imposed upon an offender pursvant to division (D)(5) or (6) of this section, the
offender shall serve the mandatory prison term consecutively to and prior to any prison term imposed for the underlying
violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of section 2903.06 of the Revised Code pursuant to division (A) of this section or sec-
tion 2929.142 [2929.14.2] of the Revised Code. If a mandatory prison term is imposed upon an offender pursuant to
division (D)(5) of this section, and if a mandatory prison term also is imposed upon the offender pursuant to division
{D)(6) of this section in relation to the same violation, the offender shall serve the mandatory prison term imposed pur-
suant to division (D)(5) of this section consecutively to and prior to the mandatory prison term imposed pursuant to di-
vision (D)(6) of this section and consecutively to and prior to any prison term imposed for the underlying violation of
division (A)(1) or (2) of section 2903.06 of the Revised Code pursnant to division (A} of this section or section
2029.142 [2929.14.2] of the Revised Code.

* (6) When consecutive prison terms are imposed pursuant to division (E)(1}, (2), (3), {(4), or (5) of this section, the
term to be served is the aggregate of all of the terms so imposed.

(F) (1) If a court imposes a prison term for a felony of the first degree, for a felony of the second degree, for a fel-
ony sex offense, or for a felony of the third degree that is not a felony sex offense and in the commission of which the
offender cansed or threatened to cause physical harm to a person, it shall include in the sentence a requirement that the
offender be subject to a period of post-release control after the offender's release from imprisonment, in accordance with
that division. If a court imposes a sentence including a prison term of a type described in this division on or after July
11, 2006, the failure of a coust to include a post-release control requirement in the sentence pursuant to this division
does ot negate, limit, or otherwise affect the mandatory period of post-release control that is required for the offender
under division (B) of section 2967.28 of the Revised Code. Section 2929.191 {2929.19.1] of the Revised Code applies if,
prior to July 11, 2006, a court imposed a sentence including a prison term of a type described in this division and failed
to include in the sentence pursuant to this division a statement regarding post-release control.

(2) If a court imposes a prison term for a felony of the third, fourth, or fifth degree that is not subject to division
(F)(1) of this section, it shall include in the sentence a requirement that the offender be subject to a period of post-
release control after the offender's release from imprisonment, in accordance with that division, if the parole board de-
termines that a period of post-release control is necessary. Section 2929.191 [2929.19.1] of the Revised Code applies if,
prior to July 11, 2006, a court imposed a sentence including a prison term of a type deseribed in this division and failed
to include in the sentence pursuant to this division a statement regarding post-release control.

(G) The court shall impose sentence upon the offender in accordance with section 2971.03 of the Revised Code, and
Chapter 2971, of the Revised Code applies regarding the prison term or term of life imprisonment without parole im-
posed upon the offender and the service of that term of imprisonment if any of the following apply:

(1) A person is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violent sex offense or a designated homicide, assault, or kidnap-
ping offense, and, in relation to that offense, the offender is adjudicated a sexually violent predator.

(2) A person is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of division (A)(1)(b) of section 2907.02 of the Revised
Code committed on ot after January 2, 2007, and either the court does not impose a sentence of life without parole when
authorized pursuant to division (B) of section 2907.02 of the Revised Code, or division (B) of section 2907.02 of the
Revised Code provides that the court shall not sentence the offender pursuant to section 2971.03 of the Revised Code.
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(3) A person is convicted of or pleads guilty to attempted rape committed on or after January 2, 2007, and a speci-
fication of the type described in section 2941.1418 [2941.14.18], 2941.1419 [2941.14.19], o1 2941.1420 [2941.14.20]
of the Revised Code.

(4) A person is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of section 2905.01 of the Revised Code committed on
or after the effective date of this amendment, and that section requires the court to sentence the offender pursuant to
section 2971.03 of the Revised Code.

(5) A person is convicted of or pleads guilty to aggravated murder committed on or after the effective date of this
amendment, and division (A)(2)(b)(ii) of section 2929.022 [2929.02.2], division (A)(1)(e), (CY(1){(=)(v), (C)(2)(a)(ii),
(DY}2)(b), (DYB)a)(iv), or (E)(1)(d) of section 2929.03, or division (A) or (B) of section 2929.06 of the Revised Code
requires the court to sentence the offender pursuant to division (B)(3) of section 2971.03 of the Revised Code.

(6) A person is convicted of or pleads guilty to murder committed on or after the effective date of this amend-
ment, and division (B)(2) of section 2929.02 of the Revised Code requires the court to sentence the offender pursuant to
section 2971.03 of the Revised Code.

(H) If a person who has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a felony is sentenced to a prison term or term of im-
prisonment under this section, sections 2929.02 to 2929.06 of the Revised Code, section 2929.142 [2929.14.2] of the
Revised Code, or section 2971.03 of the Revised Code, or any other provision of law, section 51 20.163 [5120.16.3] of
the Revised Code applies regarding the person while the person is confined in a state correctional institution.

(I) If an offender who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a felony that is an offense of violence also is convicted of
or pleads guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.142 [2941.14.2] of the Revised Code that
charges the offender with having committed the felony while participating in a criminal gang, the court shall impose
upon the offender an additional prison term of one, two, or three yeass.

(D) ¥ an offender who is convicted of or pleads guilty to aggravated murder, murder, or a felony of the first, second,
or third degree that is an offense of violence also is convicted of or pleads guilty fo a specification of the type described
in section 2941.143 [2941.14.3] of the Revised Code that charges the offender with having committed the offense ina
school safety zone or towards a person in a school safety zone, the court shall impose upon the offender an additional
prison term of two years. The offender shall serve the additional two years consecutively to and prior to the prison term
imposed for the underlying offense. -

(K) At the time of sentencing, the court may recommend the offender for placement in a program of shock incar-
ceration under section 5120.031 [5120.03.1] of the Revised Code or for placement in an intensive program prison under
section 5120.032 [5120.03.2] of the Revised Code, disapprove placement of the offender in a program of shock incar-
ceration or an intensive program prison of that nature, or make no recommendation on placement of the offender. In no
case shall the department of rehabilitation and correction place the oftender in a program or prison of that nature unless
the department determines as specified in section 5120.031 [5120.03.1] or 5120.032 [5120.03.2 ] of the Revised Code,
whichever is applicable, that the offender is eligible for the placement.

If the court disapproves placement of the offender in a program or prison of that nature, the department of rehabili-
tation and correction shall not place the offender in any program of shock incarceration or intensive program prison.

If the court recommends placement of the offender in a program of shock incarceration or in an intensive program
prison, and if the offender is subsequently placed in the recommended program or prison, the department shall notify
the court of the placement and shall include with the notice a brief description of the placement.

If the court recommends placement of the offender in a program of shock incarceration or in an intensive program
prison and the department does not subsequently place the offender in the recommended program or prison, the depart-
ment shall send a notice to the court indicating why the offender was not placed in the recommended program or prison.

If the court does not make a recommendation under this division with respect to an offender and if the department
determines as specified in section 5/20.031 [5120.03.1] or 5120.032 {5120.03.2] of the Revised Code, whichever is
applicable, that the offender is eligible for placement in a program or prison of that nature, the department shall screen
the offender and determine if there is an available program of shock incarceration or an intensive program prison for
which the offender is suited. If there is an available program of shock incarceration or an intensive program prison for
which the offender is suited, the department shall notify the court of the proposed placement of the offender as specified
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in section 5120.031 {5120.03.1] or 5120.032 [5120.03.2] of the Revised Code and shall include with the notice a brief
~ description of the placement. The court shall have ten days from receipt of the notice to disapprove the placement.

(L) If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to aggravated vehicular homicide in violation of division (A) (1) of
" section 2903.06 of the Revised Code and division (B)(2)(c) of that section applies, the person shall be sentenced pursu-
ant to section 2929.142 [2929.14.2] of the Revised Code.
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§ 2929.18. Financial sanctions; restitution

(A) Except as otherwise provided in this division and in addition to imposing court costs pursuant to section 2947.23
of the Revised Code, the court imposing a sentence upon an offender for a felony may sentence the offender to any fi-
nancial sanction or combination of financial sanctions authorized under this section or, in the circumstances specified in
section 2929.32 of the Revised Code, may impose upon the offender a fine in accordance with that section. Financial
sanctions that may be imposed pursvant to this section include, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Restitution by the offender to the victim of the offender's crime or any survivor of the victim, in an amount
based on the victim's economic loss. If the court imposes restitution, the court shall order that the restitution be made to
the victim in open court, to the adult probation department that serves the county on behalf of the victim, to the clerk of
courts, or to another agency designated by the court, If the court imposes restitation, at sentencing, the court shall de-
termine the amount of restitution to be made by the offender. If the court imposes restitution, the court may base the
amount of restitution it orders on an amount recommended by the victim, the offender, a presentence investigation re-
port; estimates or receipts indicating the cost of repairing or replacing property, and other information, provided that the
amount the court orders as restitution shall not exceed the amount of the economic loss suffered by the victim as a direct
and proximate result of the commission of the offense. If the court decides to impose restitution, the court shall hold a
hearing on restitution if the offender, victim, or survivor disputes the amount. All restitution payments shall be credited
against any Tecovery of economic loss in a civil aciion brought by the victim or any survivor of the victim against the
offender.

If the court imposes restitution, the court may order that the offender pay a surcharge of not more than five per
cent of the amount of the restitution otherwise ordered to the entity responsible for collecting and processing restitution

payments.

The victim or survivor may request that the prosecutor in the case file a motion, or the offender may file a motion,
for modification of the payment terms of any restitution ordered. If the court grants the motion, it may modify the pay-
ment terms as it determines appropriate.

(2) Except as provided in division (B)(1), (3), or (4) of this section, a fine payable by the offender to the state, to a
political subdivision, or as described in division (B)(2) of this section to one or more law enforcement agencies, with the
amount of the fine based on a standard percentage of the offender's daily income over a period of time determined by
the court and based upon the sericusness of the offense. A fine ordered under this division shall not exceed the maxi-
mum conventional fine amount authorized for the level of the offense under division {A)(3) of this section.
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(3) Except as provided in division (B)(1), (3), or (4} of this section, a fine payable by the offender to the state, to a
political subdivision when appropriate for a felony, or as described in division (B)(2) of this section to one or more law
enforcement agencies, in the following amount:

(a) For a felony of the first degree, not more than twenty thonsand dollars;

(b) For a felony of the second degree, not more than fifteen thousand dollars;

{c) For a felony of the third degree, not more than ten thousand dollars;

(d) For a felony of the fourth degree, not more than five thousand dollars;

(e) For a felony of the fifth degree, not more than two thousand five hundred dollars.
(4) A state fine or costs as defined in section 2949.111 of the Revised Code.

(5) (a) Reimbursement by the offender of any or all of the costs of sanctions incurred by the government, includ-
ing the following:

(i) All or part of the costs of implementing any community control sanction, including a supervision fee under
section 2951.021 of the Revised Code,

(ii) All or part of the costs of confinement under a sanction imposed pursuant to section 2929.14, 2929.142
[2929.14.2], or 2029.16 of the Revised Code, provided that the amount of reimbursement ordered under this division
shall not exceed the total amount of reimbursement the offender is able to pay as determined at a hearing and shall not
exceed the actual cost of the confinement.

(b) If the offender is sentenced to a sanction of confinement pursuant to section 2929.14 or 2929.16 of the Re-
vised Code that is to be served in a facility operated by a board of county commissioners, a legislative authority of a
municipal corporation, or another local governmental entity, if, pursvant to section 307.93, 341.14, 341.19, 341.23,
753.02, 753.04, 753.16, 2301.56, or 2947.19 of the Revised Code and section 2929.37 of the Revised Code, the board,
legislative authority, or other local governmental entity requires prisoners to reimburse the county, municipal corpora-
tion, or other entity for its expenses incurred by reason of the prisoner's confinement, and if the court does not impose a
financial sanction under division (A)(5)(2)(i1) of this section, confinement costs may be assessed pursuant to section
2929.37 of the Revised Code. In addition, the offender may be required to pay the fees specified in section 2929.38 of
the Revised Code in accordance with that sectiomn.

(c) Reimbursement by the offender for costs pursuant to section 2929.71 of the Revised Code.

(B) (1) For a first, second, or third degree felony violation of any provision of Chapter 2925., 3719., or 4729. of the
Revised Code, the sentencing court shall impose upon the offender a mandatory fine of at least one-half of, but not more
than, the maximum statutory fine amount authorized for the level of the offense pursuant to division (A)(3) of this sec-
tion. If an offender alleges in an affidavit filed with the court prior to sentencing that the offender is indigent and unable
to pay the mandatory fine and if the court determines the offender is an indigent person and is unable to pay the manda-
tory fine described in this division, the court shall not impose the mandatory fine upon the offender.

(2) Any mandatory fine imposed upon an offender under division (B)(1) of this section and any fine imposed
upon an offender under division (A)(2) or (3) of this section for any fourth or fifth degree felony violation of any provi-
sion of Chapter 2925., 3719, or 4729. of the Revised Code shall be paid to law enforcement agencies pursuant to divi-
sion (F) of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code.

(3) For a fourth degree felony OV] offense and for a third degree felony OV1 offense, the sentencing court shall
impose upon the offender a mandatory fine in the amount specified in division ((1)d) or (e} of section 4511.19 of the
Revised Code, whichever is applicable. The mandatory fine so imposed shall be disbursed as provided in the division
pursuant to which it is imposed.

(4) Notwithstanding any fine otherwise authorized or required to be imposed under division (A)(2) or (3) or
(B)(1) of this section or section 2929.31 of the Revised Code for a violation of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code, in
addition to any penalty or sanction imposed for that offense under section 2925.03 or sections 2929.11 to 2929.18 of the
Revised Code and in addition to the forfeiture of property in connection with the offense as prescribed in Chapter 2581.
of the Revised Code, the court that sentences an offender for a violation of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code may
impose upon the offender a fine in addition to any fine imposed under division (A)(2) or (3) of this section and in addi-
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tion to any mandatory fine imposed under division (B)(1) of this section. The fine imposed under division (B)(4) of this
section shall be used as provided in division (H) of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code. A fine imposed under division
{(B)(4) of this section shall not exceed whichever of the following is applicable:

(a) The total value of any personal or real property in which the offender has an interest and that was used in the
course of, intended for use in the course of, derived from, or realized through conduct in violation of section 2923.03 of
the Revised Code, including any property that constitutes proceeds derived from that offense;

(b) If the offender has no interest in any property of the type described in division (B)(4)(a) of this section or if
it is not possible to ascertain whether the offender has an interest in any property of that type in which the offender may
have an interest, the amount of the mandatory fine for the offense imposed under division (B)(1} of this section or, if no
mandatory fine is imposed under division (B)(1) of this section, the amount of the fine authorized for the level of the
offense imposed under division (A)(3} of this section.

(5) Prior to imposing a fine under division (B){(4) of this section, the court shall determine whether the offender
has an interest in any property of the type described in division (B){(4)(a) of this section. Except as provided in division
(B){(6) or (7) of this section, a fine that is authorized and imposed under division (B)(4) of this section does not limit or
affect the imposition of the penalties and sanctions for a violation of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code prescribed
under those sections or sections 2929.11 to 2929.18 of the Revised Code and does not limit or affect a forfeiture of
property in connection with the offense as prescribed in Chapter 2981. of the Revised Code.

(6) If the sum total of a mandatory fine amount imposed for a first, second, or third degree felony violation of sec-
tion 2925.03 of the Revised Code under division (B)(1) of this section plus the amount of any fine imposed under divi-
sion (B)(4) of this section does not exceed the maximum statutory fine amount authorized for the level of the offense
under division (A)(3) of this section or section 2929.31 of the Revised Code, the court may impose a fine for the offense
in addition to the mandatory fine and the fine imposed under division (B){4) of this section. The sum total of the
amounts of the mandatory fine, the fine imposed under division (B){4) of this section, and the additional fine imposed
under division (B)(6) of this section shall not exceed the maximum statutory fine amount authorized for the level of the
offense under division (A)(3) of this section or section 2929.31 of the Revised Code. The clerk of the court shall pay any
fine that is imposed under division (B)(6) of this section to the county, township, municipal corporation, park district as
created pursuant to section 511.18 or 1545.04 of the Revised Code, or state law enforcement agencies in this state that
primarily were responsible for or involved in making the arrest of, and in prosecuting, the offender pursuant to division
(F) of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code.

{7) If the sum total of the amount of a mandatory fine imposed for a first, second, or third degree felony violation
of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code plus the amount of any fine imposed under division (B)(4) of this section ex-
ceeds the maximum statutory fine amount authorized for the level of the offense under division (A)(3) of this section or
section 2929.31 of the Revised Cnde, the court shall not impose a fine under division (B){6) of this section.

(C) (1) The offender shall pay reimbursements imposed upon the offender pursuant to division (A)(5)(a) of this sec-
tion to pay the costs incurred by the department of rehabilitation and correction in operating a prison or other facility
used to confine offenders pursuant to sanctions imposed under section 2929, 14, 2929142 [2929.14.2], or 2929.16 of the
Revised Code to the treasurer of state. The treasurer of state shall deposit the reimbursements in the confinement cost
reimbursernent fund that is hereby created in the state treasury. The department of rehabilitation and correction shall use
the amounts deposited in the fund to fund the operation of facilities used to confine offenders pursuant to sections
2929.14,2929.142 [2929.14.2], and 2929.16 of the Revised Code.

(2) Except as provided in section 2951.02] [2951.02.1] of the Revised Code, the offender shall pay reimburse-
ments imposed upon the offender pursuant to division (A)(5)(z) of this section to pay the costs incurred by a county
pursuant to any sanction imposed under this section or section 2929.16 or 2929.17 of the Revised Code or in operating a
facility used to confine offenders pursuant to a sanction imposed under section 2929.16 of the Revised Cade to the
county treasurer. The county treasurer shall deposit the reimbursements in the sanction cost reimbursement fund that
each board of county commissioners shall create in its county treasury. The county shall use the amounts deposited in
the fund to pay the costs incurred by the county pursuant 1o any sanction imposed under this section or section 2929.16
or 2929.17 of the Revised Code or in operating a facility used to confine offenders pursuant to a sanction imposed under
section 2929.16 of the Revised Code,

(3) Except as provided in section 2951.021 {2951,02.1] of the Revised Code, the offender shall pay reimburse-
ments imposed upon the offender pursuant to division (A)(5)(a) of this section {0 pay the costs incurred by a municipal
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corporation pursuant to any sanction imposed under this section or section 2929.16 or 2929.17 of the Revised Code or in
operating a facility used to confine offenders pursuant to a sanction imposed under section 2929.16 of the Revised Code
to the treasurer of the municipal corporation. The treasurer shall deposit the reimbursements in a special fund that shall
be established in the treasury of each municipal corporation. The municipal corporation shall use the amounts deposited
in the fund to pay the costs incurred by the mumnicipal corporation pursuant to any sanction imposed under this section or
section 2929.16 ot 2929.17 of the Revised Code or in operating a facility used to confine offenders pursuant to a sanc-
tion imposed under section 2929.16 of the Revised Code.

(4) Except as provided in section 2951.021 [2951.02.1] of the Revised Code, the offender shall pay reimburse-
ments imposed pursuant to division (A)(5)(a) of this section for the costs incurred by a private provider pursuant to a
sanction imposed under this section or secfion 292916 or 2929,17 of the Revised Code to the provider.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this division, a financial sanction imposed pursuant to division (A) or (B) of
this section is a judgment in favor of the state or a political subdivision in which the court that imposed the financial
sanction is located, and the offender subject to the financial sanction is the judgment debtor. A financial sanction of
reimbursement imposed pursuant to division (A)(5){a)(ii) of this section upon an offender who is incarcerated in a state
facility or a municipal jail is a judgment in favor of the state or the municipal corporation, and the offender subject to
the financial sanction is the judgment debtor, A financial sanction of reimbursement imposed upon an offender pursuant
to this section for costs incurred by a private provider of sanctions is a judgment in favor of the private provider, and the
offender subject to the financial sanction is the judgment debtor. A financial sanction of restitution imposed pursuant to
this section is an order in favor of the victim of the offender's criminal act that can be collected through execution as
described in division (D)(1) of this section or through an order as described in division (D)(2) of this section, and the
offender shall be considered for purposes of the collection as the judgment debtor, Imposition of a financial sanction
and execution on the judgment does not preclude any other power of the court to impose or enforce sanctions on the
offender. Once the financial sanction is imposed as a judgment or order under this division, the victim, private provider
state, or political subdivision may bring an action to do any of the following:

>

(1) Obtain execution of the judgment or order through any available procedure, including;
(a) An execution against the property of the judgment debtor under Chapter 2329, of the Revised Code;
(b) An execution against the person of the judgment debtor under Chapter 2331. of the Revised Code;
(c) A proceeding in aid of execution under Chapter 2333. of the Revised Code, including:

(i) A proceeding for the examination of the judgment debtor under sections 2333.09 to 2333.12 and sections
2333.15 10 2333.27 of the Revised Code;

{11) A proceeding for attachment of the person of the judgment debtor under section 2333.28 of the Revised
Code;

(iii) A creditor's suit under section 2333.01 of the Revised Code.
(d) The attachiment of the property of the judgment debtor under Chapter 2715. of the Revised Code:
() The garnishment of the property of the judgment debtor under Chapter 2716. of the Revised Code.

(2) Obtain an order for the assignment of wages of the judgment debtor under section 1321.33 of the Revised
Code.

{E) A court that imposes a financial sanction upon an offender may hold a hearing if necessary to determine
whether the offender is able to pay the sanction or is likely in the future to be able to pay it.

(F) Each court imposing a financial sanction upon an offender under this section or under section 2929.32 of the
Revised Code may designate the clerk of the court or another person to collect the financial sanction, The clerk or other
person authorized by law or the court to collect the financial sanction may enter into contracts with one or more public
agencies or private vendors for the collection of, amounts due under the financial sanction imposed pursuant to this sec-
tion or section 2929.32 of the Revised Code. Before entering into a contract for the collection of amounts due from an
offender pursuant to any financial sanction imposed pursuant to this section or section 2929.32 of the Revised Code, a
court shall comply with sections 307.86 to 307.92 of the Revised Code.
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(G) If a court that imposes a financial sanction under division (A) or {B) of this section finds that an offender satis-
factorily has completed all other sanctions imposed upon the offender and that all restitution that has been ordered has
been paid as ordered, the court may suspend any financial sanctions imposed pursuant to this section or section 2929.32
of the Revised Code that have not been paid.

(H) No financial sanction imposed under this section or section 2929.32 of the Revised Code shall preclude a victim
from bringing a civil action against the offender.
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§ 2967.01. Definitions

As used in this chapter:

(A) "State correctional institution” includes any institution or facility that is operated by the department of reha-
bilitation and correction and that is used for the custody, care, or treatment of criminal, delinguent, or psychologically or
psychiatrically disturbed offenders.

(B) "Pardon” means the remission of penalty by the governor in accordance with the power vested in the gover-
nor by the constitution.

(C) "Commutation" or "commutation of sentence” means the substitution by the governor of a lesser for a greater
punishment. A stated prison term may be commuted without the consent of the convict, except when granted upon the
acceptance and performance by the convict of conditions precedent. After commutation, the commuted prison term shali
be the only one in existence. The commutation may be stated in terms of commuting from 2 named offense to a lesser
included offense with a shorter prison term, in terms of commuting from a stated prison term in months and years to a
shorter prison term in months and years, or in terms of commuting from any other stated prison term to a shorter prison
term

(D) "Reprieve" means the temporary suspension by the govemor of the execution of a sentence or prison term.
The governor may grant a reprieve without the consent of and against the will of the convict.

(E) "Parolc” means, regarding a prisoner who is serving a prison term for aggravated murder or murder, who is
serving a prison term of life imprisonment for rape or for felonious sexual penetration as it existed under section
2907.12 of the Revised Code prior to September 3, 1996, or who was sentenced prior to July 1, 1996, a release of the
prisoner from confinement in any state correctional institution by the adult parole authority that is subject to the eligibil-
ity criteria specified in this chapter and that is under the terms and conditions, and for the period of time, prescribed by
the authority in its published rules and official minutes or required by division (A) of section 2967.131 [2967.13.1] of
the Revised Code or another provision of this chapter.

(F) "Head of a state correctional institution" or "head of the institution" means the resident head of the institution
and the person immediately in charge of the institution, whether designated warden, superintendent, or any other name
by which the head is known.

(G) "Convict" means a person who has been convicted of a felony under the laws of this state, whether or not ac-
tually confined in a state correctional institution, unless the person has been pardoned or has served the person's sen-
tence or prison term.
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(H) "Prisoner” means a person who is in actnal confinement in a state correctional institution.

(I) "Parolee” means any inmate who has been released from confinement on parole by order of the adult parole
authority or conditionally pardoned, who is under supervision of the adult parole authority and has not been granted a
final release, and who has not been declared in violation of the inmate's parole by the authority or is performing the pre-
scribed conditions of a conditional pardon.

() "Releasee” means an inmate who has been released from confinement pursuant to section 2967.28 of the Re-
vised Code under a period of post-release control that includes one or more post-release control sanctions.

(K) "Final release" means a remission by the adult parole authority of the balance of the sentence or prison term
of a parolee or prisoner or the termination by the authority of a term of post-release control of a releasee.

(L) "Parole violator" or "release violator" means any parolee or releasee who has been declared to be in violation
of the condition of parole or post-release control specified in division (A) or (B) of section 2967.131 [2967.13.1] of the
Revised Code or in violation of any other term, condition, or rule of the parolee's or releasee's parole or of the parolee's
or releasee's post-release control sanctions, the determination of which has been made by the adult parole authority and
recorded in ifs official minutes.

(M) "Administrative release" means a termination of jurisdiction over a particular sentence or prison term by the
adult parole authority for administrative convenience.

(N) "Post-release control” means a period of supervision by the adult parole authority after a prisoner’s release
from imprisonment that includes one or more post-release control sanctions imposed under section 2967.28 of the Re-
vised Code.

{Q) "Postrelease control sanction” means a sanction that is authorized under sections 2929.16 to 2929.18 of the
Revised Code and that is imposed upon a prisoner upon the prisoner's release from a prison term.

(P) "Commuaity control sanction,” "prison term," "mandatory prison term,” and "stated prison term" have the
same meanings as in section 2929.01 of the Revised Code.

{Q) "Transitional control” means control of a prisoner under the trangitional control program established by the
department of rehabilitation and correction under section 2967.26 of the Revised Code, if the department establishes a
program of that nature under that section.

{R) "Random drug testing” has the same meaning as in section 5120.63 of the Revised Code.
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§ 2967.13. Parole eligibility

(A) Except as provided in division (G} of this sectioh, a prisoner serving a sentence of imprisonment for life for an
offense committed on or after July 1, 1996, is not entitled to any earned credit under section 2967.193 [2967.19.3] of
the Revised Code and becomes eligible for parole as follows:

(1) If a sentence of imprisonment for life was imposed for the offense of murder, at the expiration of the pris-
oner's minimium term,

(2) If a sentence of imprisonment for life with parole eligibility after serving twenty years of imprisonment was
imposed pursuant to section 2929.022 [2929.02.2] or 2929.03 of the Revised Code, after serving a term of twenty years;

{3) If a sentence of imprisonment for life with parole eligibility after serving twenty-five full years of imprison-
ment was imposed pursuant to section 2929.022 [2929.02.2] or 2929.03 of the Revised Code, after serving a term of
twenty-five full years;

(4) If a sentence of imprisonment for life with parole eligibility after serving thirty full years of imprisonment was
imposed pursuant to section 2929.022 [2929.02.2] or 2929.03 of the Revised Code, after serving a term of thirty full
years;

(5) If a sentence of imprisonment for life was imposed for rape, after serving a term of ten full years' imprison-
ment;

{6) If a sentence of imprisonment for life with parole eligibility after serving fifteen years of imprisonment was
imposed for a violation of section 2927.24 of the Revised Code, after serving a term of fifieen years.

(B) Except as provided in division (@) of this section, a prisoner serving a sentence of imprisonment for life with
parole eligibility after serving twenty years of imprisonment or a sentence of imprisonment for life with parole eligibil-
ity after serving twenty-five full years or thirty full years of imprisonment imposed pursuant to section 2929.022
[2929.02.2] or 2929.03 of the Revised Code for an offense committed on or after July 1, 1996, consecutively to any
other term of imprisonment, becomes eligible for parole after serving twenty years, twenty full years, or thirty full
years, as applicable, as to each such sentence of life imprisonment, which shall not be reduced for earned credits under
section 2967.193 [2967.19.3] of the Revised Code, plus the ferm or terms of the other sentences consecutively imposed
or, if one of the other sentences is another type of life sentence with parole eligibility, the number of years before parole
eligibility for that sentence.
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{C) Except as provided in division (G) of this section, a prisoner serving consecutively two or more sentences in
which an indefinite term of imprisonment is imposed becomes eligible for parole upon the expiration of the aggregate of
the minimum terms of the sentences.

(D) Except as provided in division (G) of this section, a prisoner serving a term of imprisonment who is deseribed
in division (A) of section 2967.021 {2967.02.1] of the Revised Code becomes eligible for parole as described in that
division or, if the prisoner is serving a definite term of imprisonment, shall be released as described in that division.

(E) A prisoner serving a sentence of life imprisonment without parole imposed pursuant to section 2907.02 or sec-
tion 2929.03 or 2929.06 of the Revised Code is not eligible for parole and shall be imprisoned until death.

(F) A prisoner serving a stated prison term shall be released in accordance with section 2967.28 of the Revised
Code.

{G) A prisoner serving a prison term or term of life imprisonment without parole imposed pursuant to section
2871.03 of the Revised Code never becomes eligible for parole during that term of imprisonment.
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§ 2967.15. Arrest of parolee or other releasee for violation; hearing; disposition

(A) If an adult parole authority field officer has reasonable cause to believe that a person who is a parolee or releasee,
who is under transitional control, or who is under another form of authorized release and who is under the supervision
of the adult parole authority has violated or is violating the condition of a conditional pardon, parole, other form of au-
thorized release, transitional control, or post-release control specified in division (A) of section 2967.131 [2967.13.1] of
the Revised Code or any other term or condition of the person's conditional pardon, parole, other form of authorized
release, transitional control, or post-release control, the field officer may arrest the person without a warrant or order a
peace officer to arrest the person without a warrant. A person so arrested shall be confined in the jail of the county in
which the person is arrested or in another facility designated by the chief of the adult parole authority until a determina-
tion is made regarding the person's release status. Upon making an arrest under this section, the arresting or supervising
adult parole authority field officer promptly shall notify the superintendent of parole supervision or the superintendent's
designee, in writing, that the person has been arrested and is in custody and submit an appropriate report of the reason
for the arrest.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, prior to the revocation by the adult parole authority of a person's
pardon, parole, transitional control, or other release and prior to the imposition by the parole board or adult parole au-
thority of a new prison term as a post-release control sanction for a person, the adult parole authority shall grant the per-
son a hearing in accordance with rules adopted by the department of rehabilitation and correction under Chapter 119. of
the Revised Code. The adult parole authority is not required to grant the person a hearing if the person is convicted of or
pleads guilty to an offense that the person commitied while released on a pardon, on parole, transitional control, or an-
other form of release, or on post-release control and upon which the revocation of the person's pardon, parole, transi-
tional control, other release, or post-release conirol is based.

If a person who has been pardoned is found to be a violator of the conditions of the parolee's conditional pardon or
commutation of sentence, the authority forthwith shall transmit to the governor its recommendation concerning that
violation, and the violator shail be retained in custody until the governor issues an order concerning that violation.

If the authority fails to make a determination of the case of a parolee or releasee alleged to be a violator of the terms
and conditions of the parolee's or releasee's conditional pardon, parole, other release, or post-release control sanctions
within a reasonable time, the parolee or releasee shall be released from custody under the same terms and conditions of
the parolee's or releasee's original conditional pardon, parole, other release, or post-release control sanctions,

(C) (1) If a person who is a parolee or releasee, who is under transitional control, or who is uader another form of
authorized release under the supervision of the adult parole authority absconds from supervision, the supervising adult
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patole authority field officer shall report that fact to the superintendent of parole supervision, in writing, and the author-
ity shall declare that person to be a violator at large. Upon being advised of the apprehension and availability for return
of a violator at large, the superintendent of parole supervision shall determine whether the violator at large should be
restored 1o parole, transitional control, another form of authorized release, or post-release control.

The time between the date on which a person who is a parolee or other releasee is declared to be a violator or vio-
lator at large and the date on which that person is returned to custody in this state under the immediate control of the
adult parole authority shall not be counted as time served under the sentence imposed on that person or as a part of the
term of post-release control.

(2) A person who is under transitional control or who is under any form of authorized release under the supervi-
sion of the adult parole authority is considered to be in custody while under the transitional control or on release, and, if
the person absconds from supervision, the person may be prosecuted for the offense of escape.

(D) A person wheo is a parolee or releasee, who is under transitional control, or who is under another form of au-
thorized release under the supervision of the adult parole authority and who has violated a term or condition of the per-
son's conditional pardon, parole, fransitional control, other form of authorized release, or post-release control shall be
declared to bs a violator if the person is committed to a correctional institution outside the state to serve a sentence im-
posed upon the person by a federal court or a court of another state or if the person otherwise leaves the state,

(B) As used in this section, "peace officer" has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code.
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§ 2967.28. Period of post-release control for certain offenders; sanctions; proceedings upon violation

(A) As used in this section:
(1)} "Monitored time" means the monitored time sanction specified in section 2929.17 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Deadly weapon" and "dangerous ordnance” have the same meanings as in section 2923.11 of the Revised
Code. '

(3) "Felony sex offense” means a violation of a section contained in Chapter 2907, of the Revised Code that is 2
felony.

(B} Each sentence to a prison term for a felony of the first degree, for 2 felony of the second degree, for a felony
sex offense, or for a felony of the third degree that is not a felony sex offense and in the comrmission of which the of-
fender caused or threatened to cause physical harm to a person shall include a requirement that the offender be subject
to a period of post-release control imposed by the parole board after the offender's release from imprisonment. If a court
imposes a sentence including a prison term of a type described in this division on or afier the effective date of this
amendment, the failure of a sentencing court to notify the offender pursuant to division (B){(3)(c) of section 2929.19 of
the Revised Code of this requirement or to include in the judgment of conviction entered on the journal a statement that
the offender's sentence includes this requirement does not negate, limit, or otherwise affect the mandatory peried of
supervision that is required for the offender under this division. Section 2928.191 [2929.18.1] of the Revised Code ap-
plies if, prior to the effective date of this amendment, a court imposed a sentence including a prison term of a type de-
scribed in this division and failed to notify the offender pursuant to division (B)(3)(¢) of section 2929.19 of the Revised
Code regarding post-release control or to include in the judgment of conviction entered on the journal or in the sentence
pursuant to division (F)1) of section 2929.14 of the Revised Code a statement regarding post-release control. Unless
reduced by the parole board pursuant to division (D) of this section when authorized under that division, a period of
post-release control required by this division for an offender shall be of one of the following periods:

(1) For a felony of the first degree or for a felony sex offense, five years;
{2) For a felony of the second degree that is not a felony sex offense, three years;

(3) For a felony of the third degree that is not a felony sex offense and in the commission of which the offender
caused or threatened physical harm to a person, three years,

(C) Any sentence to a prison term for a felony of the third, fourth, or fifth degree that is not subject to division
(B)(1) or (3) of this section shall include a requirement that the offender be subject to a period of post-release control of
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up to three years after the offender's release from imprisonment, if the parole board, in accordance with division (D) of
this section, determines that a period of post-release control is necessary for that offender. Section 2929.191 [2929.19.1]
of the Revised Code applies if, prior to the effective date of this amendment, a court imposed a sentence including a
prison term of a type described in this division and failed to notify the offender pursuant to division (BY(3)(d) of section
2929.19 of the Revised Code regarding post-release control or to include in the judgment of conviction entered on the
journal or in the sentence pursnant to division (F)(2) of section 2929.14 of the Revised Code a statement regarding post-
release control.

(D) (1) Before the prisoner is released from imprisonment, the parole board shall impose upon a prisoner described
in division (B) of this section, may impose upon a prisoner described in division (C) of this section, and shall impose
upon a prisoner described in division (B)(2)(b) of section 5120.031 [5120.03.1] or in division (B)(1) of section
5120.032 [5120.03.2] of the Revised Code, one or more post-release control sanctions to apply during the prisoner's
period of post-release control. Whenever the board imposes one or more post-release control sanctions upon a prisoner,
the board, in addition to imposing the sanctions, also shall include as a condition of the post-release control that the in-
dividual or felon not leave the state without permission of the court or the individual's or felon's parole or probation
officer and that the individual or felon abide by the law. The board may impose any other conditions of release under a
post-release control sanction that the board considers appropriate, and the conditions of release may include any com-
munity residential sanction, community nonresidential sanction, or financial sanction that the sentencing court was au-
thorized to impose pursuant to sections 2929.16, 2929.17, and 2929.18 of the Revised Code. Prior to the release of a
prisoner for whom it will impose one or more post-release control sanctions under this division, the parole board shall
review the prisoner's criminal history, all juvenile court adjudications finding the prisoner, while a juvenile, to be a de-
linguent child, and the record of the prisoner's conduct while imprisoned. The parole board shall consider any recom-
mendation regarding post-release control sanctions for the prisoner made by the office of victims' services. After con-
sidering those materials, the board shall determine, for a prisoner described in division (B} of this section, division
{(B)(2)(b) of section 5120.031 [5120.03.1], or division (B)(1) of section 5/20.032 {5120.03.2] of the Revised Code,
which post-release control sanction or combination of post-release control sanctions is reasonable under the circum-
stances or, for a prisoner described in division (C) of this section, whether a post-release control sanction is necessary
and, if so, which post-release control sanction or combination of post-release control sanctions is reasonable under the
circumstances. In the case of a prisoner convicted of a felony of the fourth or fifth degree other than a felony sex of-
fense, the board shall presume that monitored time is the appropriate post-release control sanction unless the board de-
termines that a more restrictive sanction is warranted. A post-release control sanction imposed under this division takes
effect upon the prisoner's release from imprisonment.

Regardless of whether the prisoner was sentenced to the prison term prior to, on, or after the effective date of this
amendment, prior to the release of a prisoner for whom it will impose one or more post-release control sanctions under
this division, the parole board shall notify the prisoner that, if the prisoner violates any sanction so imposed or any con-
dition of post-release control described in division (B) of section 2967.131 [2967.13.1] of the Revised Code that is im-
posed on the prisoner, the parole board may impose a prison term of up to one-half of the stated prison term originally
imposed wpon the prisoner.

(2} At any time after a prisoner is released from imprisonment and during the period of post-release control appli-
cable to the releasee, the adult parole authority may review the releasee's behavior under the post-release control sanc-
tions imposed upon the releasee under this section. The authority may determine, based upon the review and in accor-
dance with the standards established under division (E) of this section, that a more restrictive or a less restrictive sanc-
tion is appropriate and may impose a different sanction. Unless the period of post-release control was imposed for an
offense described in division (B)(1) of this section, the authority also may recommend that the parole board reduce the
duration of the period of post-release control imposed by the court. If the authority recommends that the board reduce
the duration of control for an offense described in division (B)(2), (B)(3), or (C) of this section, the board shall review
the releasec's behavior and may reduce the duration of the period of control imposed by the court. In no case shall the
board reduce the duration of the period of control imposed by the court for an offense described in division (B)(1) of
this section, and in no case shall the board permit the releasee to leave the state without permission of the court or the
releasee's parole or probation officer,

(E) The department of rehabilitation and correction, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall
adopt rules that do all of the following:
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(1) Establish standards for the imposition by the parole board of post-release control sanctions under this section
that are consistent with the overriding purposes and sentencing principles set forth in section 2929.11 of the Revised
Code and that are appropriate to the needs of releasees;

(2) Establish standards by which the parole board can determine which prisoners described in division (C) of this
section should be placed under a period of post-release control,

(3) Establish standards to be used by the parole board in reducing the duration of the period of post-release con-
trol imposed by the court when authorized under division (D) of this section, in imposing a more restrictive post-release
control sanction than monitored time upon a prisoner convicted of a felony of the fourth or fifth degree other than a fel-
ony sex offense, or in imposing a less restrictive control sanction upon a releasee based on the releasee's activities in-
cluding, but not limited to, remaining free from criminal activity and from the abuse of alcohol or other drugs, success-
fully participating in approved rehabilitation programs, maintaining employment, and paying restitution to the victim or
meeting the terms of other financial sanctions,;

(4} Establish standards to be used by the adult parole autherity in mod1fymg a 1eleasee’s post-release contro) sanc-
tions pursuant io division (D)(2) of this section;

(5) Establish standards to be used by the adult parole anthority or parole board in imposing further sanctions un-
der division (F) of this section on releasees who violate post-release control sanctions, including standards that do the
following:

{a) Classify violations according to the degree of seriousness;

(b) Define the circumstances under which formal action by the parole board is warranted;

{c} Govern the use of evidence at violation hearings;

(d) Ensure procedural due process to an alleged violator;

{€) Prescribe ponresidential community control sanctions for most misdemeanor and technical violations;
{f) Provide procedures for the return of a releasee o imprisonment for violations of post-release control.

(F) (1) Whenever the parole board imposes one or more post-release control sanctions upon an offender under this
section, the offender upon release from imprisonment shall be under the general jurisdiction of the adult parole authority
and generally shall be supervised by the field services section through its staff of parole and field officers as described
in section 5]149.04 of the Revised Code, as if the offender had been placed on parole. If the offender upon release from
imprisonment violates the post-release control sanction or any conditions described in division (A) of section 2967.131
[2967.13.1] of the Revised Code that are imposed on the offender, the public or private person or entity that operates or
administers the sanction or the program or activity that comprises the sanction shall report the violation directly to the
adult parole authority or to the officer of the authority who supervises the offender. The authority's officers may treat
the offender as if the offender were on parole and in violation of the parole, and otherwise shalt comply with this sec-
tion.

(2) If the adult parole authority determines that a releasee has violated a post-release contrel sanction or any con-
ditions described in division (A) of section 2967.131 [2967.13.1] of the Revised Code imposed upon the releasee and
that a more restrictive sanction is appropriate, the anthority may impose a more restrictive sanction upon the releasee, in
accordance with the standards established under division (E) of this section, or may report the violation to the parole
board for a hearing pursuant to division (F){3) of this section. The anthority may not, pursuant to this division, increase
the duration of the releasee's post-release control or impose as a post-release control sanction a residential sanction that
includes a prison term, but the authority may impose on the releasee any other residential sanction, nonresidential sanc-
tion, or financial sanction that the sentencing court was authorized io impose pursuant to sections 292916, 2929.17, and
2929.18 of the Revised Code.

(3) The parole board may hold a hearing on any alleged violation by a teleasee of a post-release control sanction
or any conditions described in division (A) of section 2967.131 {2967.13.1] of the Revised Code that are imposed upon
the releasee. If after the hearing the board finds that the releasee violated the sanction or condition, the board may in-
crease the duration of the releasee's post-release control up to the maximum duration authorized by division (B) or {C)
of this section or impose a more restrictive posi-release control sanction. When appropriate, the board may impose as a
post-release control sanction a residential sanction that includes a prison term. The board shall consider a prison term as
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a post-release control sanction imposed for a violation of post-releass control when the violation involves a deadly
weapon or dangerous ordnance, physical harm or attempted serious physical harm to a person, or sexual misconduct, or
when the releasee committed repeated violations of post-release control sanctions. The period of a prison term that is
imposed as a post-release control sanction under this division shall not exceed nine months, and the maximum cumula-
tive prison term for all violations under this division shall not exceed one-half of the stated prison term originally im-
posed upon the offender as part of this sentence, The period of a prison term that is imposed as a post-release control
sanction under this division shall not count as, or be credited toward, the remaining period of post-release control.

If an offender is irmprisoned for a felony committed while under post-release contrel supervision and is again re-
leased on post-release conirol for a period of time determined by division (F)(4)(d) of this section, the maximum cumu-
lative prison term for all violations under this division shall not exceed one-half of the total stated prison terms of the
earlier felony, reduced by any prison term administratively imposed by the parole board, plus one-half of the total stated
prison term of the new felony.

(4) Any period of post-release control shall commence upon an offender's actnal release from prison. If an of-
fender is serving an indefinite prison term or 2 life sentence in addition to a stated prison term, the offender shall serve
the pcnod of post-release control in the following manner:

(2) If a period of post-release control is imposed upon the offender and if the offender also is subject to a period
of parole under a life sentence or an indefinite sentence, and if the period of post-release control ends prior to the period
of parole, the offender shall be supervised on parole. The offender shall receive credit for post-release control supervi-
sion during the period of parole. The offender is not eligibie for final release under section 2967.16 of the Revised Code
until the post-release control period otherwise would have ended.

(b) If a period of post-release control is imposed upon the offender and if the offender also is subject fo a period
of parole under an indefinite sentence, and if the period of parole ends prior to the period of post-release control, the
offender shall be supervised on post-release control. The requirements of parole supervision shall be satisfied during the
post-release control period.

(c) If an offender is subject to more than one period of post-release control, the period of post-release control
for all of the sentences shall be the period of post-release contro] that expires last, as determined by the parole board.
Periods of post-release control shall be served concurrently and shatl not be imposed consecutively to each other.

{d) The period of post-release control for a releasee who commits a felony while under post-release control for
an earlier felony shall be the longer of the period of post-release control specified for the new felony under division (B)
or (C) of this section or the time remaining under the period of post-release conirol imposed for the earlier felony as
determined by the parole board.
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