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This matter came upon for hearing on May 04, 2007 before a Board hearing panel

including attorneys Jean McQuillan, Robert Housel and Francis Sweeney, Jr., Chair.

None of the panel members resides in the appellate district from which this matter arose

or was a member of the probable cause panel that reviewed this case.

The Amended Complaint that was filed on February 22, 2007, involves

grievances filed against respondent by two individuals arising out of representation in the

areas of domestic relations and corporations. The Amended Complaint alleges violations

of DR 1-102 (A)(4), DR 9-102 (A)(2), DR 9 - 102 (B)(3), DR 9 - 102 (B)(4), DR 2 - 106

(A) and DR 6 - 101 (A).

Respondent's Answer to the complaint, as well as subsequent filings reflected an

alarming disorganization of thought. Further Respondent's demeanor and affect during

prehearing phone conferences bordered on grandiose.
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During the course of the hearing in this matter it became apparent to the panel that

the Respondent (who was pro se) was confused and acting erratically. She could not

perform the most basic direct or cross examination. She lost her train of thought and

appeared hopelessly confused throughout the proceeding. After some time witnessing

this behavior, the hearing was suspended. It was then reconvened with the panel posing

questions to the respondent regarding her emotional and mental wellbeing. After this

questioning, the panel determined unanimously that it had questions about the

Respondent's mental status, and her ability to continue. The hearing was suspended,

pending the outcome of a mental health evaluation.

Respondent was ordered to submit to a mental health evaluation which was

conducted by Dr. Douglas Beech of Columbus. In his reports of November 27, 2007 and

March 26, 2008, Dr. Beech diagnosed Mrs. Collins with bi-polar disorder with manic

episodes. In his opinion the doctor states "It appears that the symptoms of bi-polar

disorder played a significant role in Ms. Collins's impaired judgment in how she handled

the financial matters"... cited in the Complaint against her. As a result Dr. Beech

determined that the Respondent met the definition of a mentally ill person as defined in

Section 5122.01 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code. Both parties were given an opportunity

to object to these reports. Respondent filed objections but in a separate ruling,

Respondent's objections were found to be without merit and overruled.

The Relator then filed a Motion requesting a mental illness suspension pursuant to

Gov. Bar Rule V, Section 7(B). Respondent opposed the Motion. After reviewing the

report of Dr. Beech, the pleadings of the parties relating to this issue and the evidence

submitted at the suspended hearing, the panel hereby finds that there is clear and
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convincing evidence of the diagnosis of mental illness sufficient to satisfy the

requirements of a mental illness suspension of Respondent.

Upon consideration of the evidence submitted, the panel recommends that the

Board certify this matter to the Supreme Court pursuant to Gov. Bar Rule V, Section

7(D), that the Respondent be placed on a mental illness suspension pursuant to Gov. Bar

Rule V, Section 7 (B), and that the further proceedings in this matter be stayed.

BOARD RECOMMENDATION

Pursuant to Gov. Bar Rule V(7)(D), the Board of Commissioners on Grievances

and Discipline of the Supreme Court of Ohio considered this matter on June 6, 2008.

The Board adopted the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Recommendation of

the Panel and recommends that the Respondent, Regina A. Collins, be placed on a mental

illness suspension pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 7(B) and that further proceedings

in this matter be stayed and that any Court Order not be published pursuant to Gov. Bar

R. V, Section 7(E). The Board further recommends that the cost of these proceedings be

taxed to the Respondent in any disciplinary order entered, so that execution may issue.

Pursuant to the order of the Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline of The Supreme Court of Ohio,
I hereby certify the foregoing Findings of Fact, Conclusions
of Law, and Recommendations as those of^he Board.

A'Jt`HAIV W. MARSH
Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline of
The Supreme Court of Ohio
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