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The Relator, Akron Bar Association, by and through counsel hereby submits their reply
to the objections filed by Respondent, Michelle Smithern, to the report of the Board of
Commissioners and subrmits that the Board’s determination was correct as follows:

1. The recommendation of the Board as to indefinite suspension is not too harsh under

the facts and circumstances of the case;

2. The recommendation of the Board as to indefinite suspension is not too harsh in
comparison to other cases in which indefinite suspension has been imposed for like
conduct;

A. The Court has stayed portions of a sanction in cases only when it was
warranted,

B. The sanction of a two year suspension with eighteen (18) months
stayed is clearly not warranted in this case.

C. The conduct in this case is of such an egregious nature that an indefinite
suspension is the appropriate sentence.

3. The recommendation of the Board to impose an indefinite suspension in this case is
based upon the Board’s full review of this case and is appropriate given the
Respondent’s conduct in this case;

Respectful mitted,
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PROOF OF SERVICE

Z‘Aereby certify that a bopy of the foregoing has been mailed by regular U.S. Mail this
L day of October, 2009, to Charles Grisi, Attorney for Respondent, 159 South Main Street,
1030 Key Building, Akron, Ohio 44308; Jonathan W, Marshall, Secretary, Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, 65 South Front Street, 5" Floor, Columbus, Ohio
43215; Jonathan E. Coughlan, Office of Disciplinary Counsel, The Supreme Court of Chio, 250

Civic Center Drive, Suite 325, Columbus, Ohio 43215-7411
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