
IN'THE SUPREME COURT' OE OHIO

AKRON BAR ASSOCIATION,
57 S. Broadway St.
Akron, OH 44308

Realtor,

V.

DOUGLAS B. MAHER, ^ )
4290 Suttle Dr. )
Norton, OH 44203 ) ,

t,

Respondent.

t;1,.CRk OF C^"^l
MOTION TO SHOW CAUSE I;#;rG;HMlj z{;)l.I; i 0

Now comes Realtor, by and through cotwsel, and submits this Motion to Show Cause.

The rmdersigned has recently discovered and hereby represents to the CoLo-t that Respondentis

in violation of the Order of this Court entered on Febiuary 5, 2009 requiring Respondent to:

I. Notify clients and co-counsel of Respondent's suspension and cfisqualification to act as

an attorney;

2. Deliver any papers or other property pertaining to the client or notify co-counsel of a

time and place where the papers or property may be obtained;

3. Refund any pait of any fees or expenses paid in advance that are uneained or not paid

and account for any trust money or property in the possession or control of Respondent;

4. Notify opposing counsel or adverse parties in pending litigation of Respondent's

disqualification to act as an attorney, and file a notice of disqualification ofRespondent

with the court or agency before which the litigation is pending;
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5. Send all notices required by the court by ceitified mail with a return address where

comtnunications may be therea$er be directed to Respondent;

6. File with the clerk of this Court aud the Disciplinary Coiunsel of the Supreme Court an

affidavit showing compliance with the order of this Court; and

7. Retain and maintain a record of the various steps taken by Respondent pursuant to the

Court's order.

A copy of said Decision is attached as Exhibit A. As shown in Exhibit B, attached

herein, Respondent has failed to comply with the Decision of the Court inhis failure to perfoim

the above actions required by the Order of this Court on Februaty 5, 2009.

Wherefore, as Respondent has failed to comply with the decision of this Court, the

Respondent respectfully requests this Court to issue an Order that Respondent show cause why

he should not be found in contempt for failure to comply with the Court's order of Februaiy 5,

2009.

AKRON B)kR AS^S(^CIATION, REALTOR

William G. Chris (0006593)
Akron Bar Counsel
57 South Broadway
Akron, Ohio 44308
Telephone No. (330) 253-5007
Facsimile No. (330) 253-2140
E-mail address: wchris@rlbllp.com

Attorney for Realtor
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the forgoing Complaint and

Certificate was sent by Regutar U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, the day of October, 2009

to:

Attorney Douglas B. Maher
4290 Suttle Dr.

Norton, OH 44203

William G. Chris (#0006593)
Bar Counsel
57 South Broadway
Akron, Ohio 44308
Telephone No. (330) 253-5007
Facsimile No. (330) 253-2140
E-mail addi-ess: wchris@rlbllp.com

Attorney for Realtor
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Akron Bar Association
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Case No. 08-1270
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Akron Bar Association,
Relator, ON CERTIFIED REPORT BY THE

v. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON
Douglas B. Maher, GRIEVANCES AND DISCIPLINE OF

Respondent. THE SUPREME COURT

ORDER

The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline filed its Final Report in this
court on June 30, 2008, recomniending that pursuant to Rule V(6)(B)(2) of the Supreme Court
Rules for the Govemment of the Bar of Ohio the respondent, Douglas B. Maher, be indefinitely
suspended from the practice of law. Respondent filed no objections to said Final Report, and this
cause was considered by the court. On consideration thereof,

It is ordered and adjudged by this court that pursuant to Gov.Bar R. V(6)(B)(2),
respondent, Douglas B. Maher, Attorney Registration Number 0024038, last known business
address in Barberton, Ohio, be indefinitely suspended from the practice of law consistent with
the opinion rendered herein.

It is further ordered that the respondent immediately cease and desist from the practice of
law in any form and is hereby forbidden to appear on behalf of another before any court, judge,
commission, board, administrative agency or other public authority.

It is further ordered that respondent is hereby forbidden to counsel or advise or prepare
legal instruments for others or in any manner perform such services.

It is further ordered that the respondent is Isereby divested of each, any, and all of the
rights, privileges and prerogatives customarily accorded to a member in good standing of the
legal profession of Ohio. .

It is further ordered that before entering into an employment, contractual, or consulting
relationship with any attorney or law firm, the respondent shall verify that the attomey or law
finn has complied with the registration requirements of Gov.Bar R. V(8)(G)(3). If employed
pursuant to Gov.Bar R. V(8)(G), respondent shall refrain from direct client contact except as
provided in Gov.Bar R. V(8)(G)(1), and from receiving, disbursing, or otherwise handling any
client trust funds or property.

It is further ordered that respondent be taxed the costs of these proceedings in the amount
of $3,946.72, which costs shall be payable to this court by certified check or money order on or
before 90 days from the date of this order. It is further ordercd that if these costs are not paid in
full on or before 90 davs from the date of this order, intei-est at the rate of 10% per annum shall
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accnae as of 90 days from the (late of this order, on the balance of unpaid Board costs. It is
farther ordered that respondent may not petition for reinstatement until such time as respondeit
pays costs in full, including any accrued interest.

It is futther ordered tliat, pursuant to Gov.Bar R. X(3)(G), respondent shall complete one
credit hour of continuing legal education for each month, or portion of a month, of the
suspension. As part of the total credit hours of continuing legal education required by Gov.Bar
R. X(3)(G), respondent shall complete one credit hour of instruction related to professional
conduct required by Gov.Bar R. X(3)(A)(1), for each six months, or portion of six months, of the
suspension.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, by the court, that within 90 days of the date of this order,
respondent shall reimburse any amounts that have been awarded against the respondent by the
Clients' Security Fund pursuant to Gov_Bar R. VIII(7)(F). It is further ordered, sua sponte, by
the court that if, after the date of this order, the Clients' Security Fund awards any amount against
the respondent pursuant to Gov.Bar R. VIII(7)(F), the respondent shall reimburse that amount to
the Clients' Security Fund within 90 days of the notice of such award.

It is further ordered that respondent shall not be reinstated to the practice of law in Ohio
until (1) respondent complies with the requirements for reinstatement set forth in the Supreme
Court Rules for the Goveinment of the Bar of Ohio; (2) respondent complies with the Supreme
Court Rules for the Govemment of the Bar of Ohio; (3) respondent complies with this and all
other orders of the court; and (4) this court orders respondent reinstated.

It is further ordered that on or before 30 days from the date of this order, respondent
shall:

I. Notify all clients being represented in pending matters and any co-counsel of
respondent's suspension and consequent disqualification to act as an attorney after the
effective date of this order and, in the absence of co-counsel, also notify the clients to
seek legal service elsewhere, calling attention to any urgency in seeking the substitution
of another attomey in respondent's place;

2. Regardless of any fees or expenses due respondent, deliver to all clients being
represented in pending matters any papers or other property pertaining to the client, or
notify the clients or co-counsel, if any, of a suitable time and place where the papers or
other property may be obtained, calling attention to any urgency for obtaining such
papers or other property;

3. Refund any part of any fees or expenses paid in advance that are unearned or not paid,
and account for any trust money or property in the possession or control of respondent;

4. Notify opposing counsel in pending litigation or, in the absence of counsel, the
adverse parties, of respondent's disqualification to act as an attorney after the effective
date of this order, and file a notice of disqualification of respondent with the court or
agency before which the litigation is pending for inclusion in the respective file or files;



5. Settd all notices requit-ed by this order by certified niail with a return address wl ere
communications may thereafter be directed to respondent;

6. File with the clerk of this court and the Disciplinary Counsel of the Supreme Court an
affidavit showing cotnpliance with this order, showing proof of service of notices
required herein, and setting forth the address where the respondent may receive
communications; and.

7. Retain and maintain a record of the various steps taken by respondent pursuant to this
order.

It is further ordered that on or before 30 days from the date of this order, respondent
surrender the attorney registration card for the 2007/2009 attomey registration biennium.

It is further ordered that until such time as respondent fully complies with this order,
respondent shall keep the Clerk, the Akron Bar Association, and the Disciplinary Counsel
advised of any change of address where respondent niay receive communications.

It is further ordered, sua sponte, that all documents filed with this court in this case shall
meet the filing requirements set forth in the Rules of Practice of the Supreme Court of Ohio,
including requirements as to form, number, and timeliness of filings.

lt is further ordered, sua sponte, that service shall be deemed made on respondent by
sending this order, and all other orders in this case, by certified mail to the most recent address
respondent has given to the Office of Attonrey Services.

It is further ordered that the clerk of this court issue certified copies of this order as
provided for in Gov.Bar R. V(8)(D)(1), that publication be made as provided for in Gov.Bar R.

)#lication.V(8)(D)(2), and that respondent bear the costs of p
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

AKRON BAR ASSOCIATION,
57 S. Broadway St.
Akron, OII 44308

Realtor, CASE NO. 08-1270

V.

DOiJGLAS B. MAHER,
4290 Suttle Dr.
Norton, OH 44203

EXHIBIT B

Respondent.

AFFIDAVIT OF JACQUELINE M. FORCINA

The undersigned, having been having been first duly swom and cautioned in accordanee

with law, states the following:

1. '1'hat my name is Jacqueline Forciiia, and I am the Grievance Director for the Akron Bar

Association.

2. That as the Grievance Director, I am custodian of records of the Certilied Grievanee

Committee of the Akron Bar Association.

3. The following documents, true and accurate copies of which are attached as, are in the

records of the Akron Bar Association pertaining to the grievances against Douglas B.

Maher:

On March 12, 2009, Ms. I'heresa Lytle filed a grievance against Douglas B.
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Maher alleging that Maher failed to notify her of his indefinite suspension,

failed to advise her to obtain new counsel, and failed to return legal documents

relevant to her case. Said grievance is attached as F,xhibit B-1;

On April 29, 2009, Mr. Michael Manin filed a grievance against Douglas B.

Maher alleging that Maher failed to notify him of his indefinite suspension,

failed to advise him to obtain new counsel, failed return legal documents

relevant to Iiis case, and failed to return the retainer to him. Said complaint is

attached as Exhibit B-2;

On May 7, 2009, Mr. Scott Bruce filed a grievance against Douglas B. Maher

alleging that Maher failed to notify hini of his indefinite suspension, failed to

advise hini to obtain new counsel, failed return legal documents relevant to his

case, and failed to return the retainer to him. Said complaint is attached as

Exhibit B-3;

On August 25, 2009, Mr. Michael Manin received his client file and a partial

i-elund of retainer froin Maher. Said file and retund was produced by Maher

upon the request of the investigators from the Certified Grievance Cotnmittee.

Receipt is attaclzed as Exhibit B-4;

On August 26, 2009, Mr. Scott Bruce received his client file fi-om Maher. Said

file was produced by Maher upon the request of the hwestigators from the

Certified Grievance Committee. Receipt is attached as Exhibit B-5.

4. These records have been kept in the course of the regularly conducted business activity

of the Certified Grievance Committee of the Akron Bar Association. It is the regular
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practice of the Certified Grievance Connnittee of the Akron Bar Association to make

and keep such documents in the manner in which they appear in the records.

5. That I am familiar with the Order of the Olzio Supreme Court entered on Fcbruaiy 5,

2009, in the case of the Akron Bar Association v. Douglas B. Maher, Case No. 08-

1270, which required Douglas B. Maher to:

Notify clients and co-counsel of Respondent's suspension arrd disqualification

to act as an attorney;

Deliver any papers or otlier propetty pertaining to the client or notify co-

counsel of a time and place where the papers or property may be obtained;

Refund any part of any fees or expenses paid in advance that are uneamed or

not paid and account for any trust rnoney or property in the possession or

control ofRespondent;

Notify opposing counsel or adverse par-ties in pending litigation of

Respondent's disqualification to act as an attorney, and CGIe a notice of

disqualification of Respondent with the court or agency before which the

litigation is pending;

Send all notices required by the coLu-t by ecrtifred mail wilh a return address

where communications may be thcreafter be directed to Respondent;

File witls the clerk of this Court and the Disciplinary Counsel of the Suprenie

Court an affidavit showing compliance with the order of this Court; and

Retain and maintain a record of the various steps taken by Respondentpursuant

to the Court's order.

T'hat Douglas B. Maher has failed to comply with the February 5, 2009 Order of the

Comt by failing to perform any of the aforementioned actions listed in Number 5.
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FiJRTHER AFFIANT SAI'I'H NAUGIIT.

M. Forcina f

STATE OF OHIO

COUNTY OF SUMMI"I'

SUBSCRI}3ED AND S WORN TO BEFORE ME in my presence on this Vtday of

October, 2009.

Notary Public 0

My Co>I;a^^VpirJI? F.xpires: ^D//
SP ^Tr^4sF':••o°t^ i'•^=.

tteside
a

Summ^t County
N ; tvtry Public, State of Ohio
M G Ex ites'nmiss ony oi ^ p .
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RECEIVED
AKRON BAR ASSOCIATION MAR 13 ZOOR

57 S. Broadway Street - Akron, QH 44308
Phone: (330) 253-5007 X`tan Bar Aswc`ation

INVESTIGATIVE FORM: STATEMENT OF FACTS

Your Name: ^^( e S!} $• ^ t t^' l Q

Address: No f^or+ A",;-- Laf" E3 /Vo r^n QGi<A '^{^Zd ^
Street address city state zip

TelephoneNo. 330-431-$tM

Name of the attorney you are complaining about: ! 161/^i 6Q S +^• ^^r ^

Address of the attorney you are complaining about: 5(9'A__ 1+1/^5 ^" ^

Does this attorney represent you? (G/A9 5ulppowo- -v YES NO

If no, name of the person represented Your relationship:

Date the attorney was hired:

Has the attorney withdrawn or been dismissed? dQ_.

Did you pay the attorney a fee/retainer? YES NO If yes, how much? ^

Did you sign a written fee agreementlcontract? YES DN Ifyes, please attach a photocopy

Were you refen•ed to this attorney by the Lawyer Referral Service of the Akron Bar
Association?

YES

For what legal matter did you consult the attorney? SA (e, orr A- Mdkii L a ^ tJ M-, h0 t4^

Is your legal matter currently pending in a court of law? YES

If yes, what court? County:

Case Number:

Has the attorney sued you in a court of law for collection of fees? YES aj

Have you filed a complaint with airy other disciplinary agency? YES (^/

If yes, which one?

Did you receive a response? YES Ifyes, please attach aphotocopy



Please state what the attorney did or failed to do that you believe may have been
improper. Attach copies of any receipt, fee contract, con•espondence, billing statement or
additional document which may support your complaint. However, if the document is more
than ten (10) pages long, please describe it, but do not send it at this time. tJse additional
pages if necessary.

t,iatp A^owt^__^ S'0c,C ^e 1. AL bu¢' avz l^ -f"k-g-

olc4 6t^1^ ^ror^ ^(ns iOre^iao5 ow^-4'1 ioou-r

5AtA 6n ^anv^v+r^ Zo^Zooq !^e u^ qa^r^ ^a ^F^ ^

Ll trD^D^c l^ //i ZAt ^/Qr^ ^puY ^ ^zoUSe,^'

-sa S _̂^ >3^ _ ^s ^ -^ ^ r:^^l^.-S Ay^ol `^y\

[^ scu^Q In^ cav (dl^.-^ h,^^(z i^ ^s c^ ^-
ti^^ ^3avex s^r^C ^ y ^^P^G^b^^

^i, wXJs t,.^" a.g^,r-- ec, t 1 e

AJP vv+ -lb i"') s d-{f -i CR A4ned Sa/ /'liO

k4-^ rr^e c t I^cx^

C^v+1Cti^ ^uha wdj GAY\,^ 7'A tc cl^^r 6/^'

t t>^ (^/- - '1' cov(d vF 4zeJetet 101^1')n ey ,4-rec^^
l^+vQ 41^ovP^ ^5'adYteG, l^e,^^ ^ ^s Ff

This foregoing statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief_

^- L^ _61
Date Signature

How did you hear about the Akron Bar Association Grievance Committee?
rJ

Rev. 12-07



PPCEIVED A1(RON BAR ASSOCIATION
57 S. Broadway Street - Akran, OH 44308

Phone: (330) 253-5007

Akron E3ar,^ ssocijNYESTIGATIVF FORM: STATEMENT OF FACTS

Yorty Name:

Address:
Street ad ress city sta e zip

Telephone No. 0

Name of the attorney you are complaining about:

Address of the attorney you are complaining about: y7 ^•^;^^j ^

Does this attorney represent you? YEs NO

If no, naine of the person represented Your relationship:

Date the attorney was hired: " C=^

Has the attorney withdrawn or been dismissed?

c.rD
Did you pay the attorney a fee/retainer? ( YES ) NO Ij yes, how much? ^00

Did you sign a written fee agreement/contract? Yff,t NO Ifyes, please a(tach a photocopy

Were you referred to this attoniey by the Lawyer Referral Service of the Akron Bar
Association?

For what legal matter did you consult the attorney? 44

Is your legal matter currently pending in a coiut of law?

If yes, what court? County: e_'5¢ ) r-n t

Case NLU7iber:

Has the attorney sued you in a court of law for collection of fees? YES

Have you filed a coxnpl.aint with any other disciplinary agency`? YES

If yes, which one?

Did you receive a response? YES NO f^i^l,yes, please uttach a photocopy

6^J



Please state what the attorney did or failed to do that you believe inay have been
improper. Attach copies of any receipt, fee contract, correspondence, billing statement or
additional docurnent which ntay support your complaint. However, if the document is n-iore
than ten (10) pages long, please describe it, but do not send it at this titne. Use additional
pages if necessary.

This foregoing statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Date Signature

Now did you hear about the Akron Bar Association Grievance Coinmittee?

Rev. 12-07



AKRON BAR ASSOCIATION
57 S. Broadway Street - Akron, OH 44308

Phone: (330) 253-5007

RECEIVED
MAY 0 7 2009

INVESTIGATIVE FORM: STATEMENT Oh FACTS Akron Bar Association

Your Name:

Address: ^ ^^^^ Ii3n^/^F^c^ ^` ^k^ ^lX U/es7-
Street address

Telephone No.

zip

Name of the attorney you are complaining about: ^/3 _ 3^?i^^ti^

Address of the attorney you are complaining about: J^^1 z c c3 S G3^jt^/C^^^ ^l/^

Does this attorney represent you?

If no, name of the person represented Your relationship:

Date the attorney was hired:

IIas the attorney withdrawn or been dismissed?

Did you pay the attorney a fee/retainer? Y NO If.yes, how inuch^ `CJ . c©

Did you sign a written fee agreement/contract? YES (^ f yes, please attach a photocopy

Were you referred to this attorney by the Lawyer Referral Service of the Akron Bar
Association?

For what legal matter did you consult the attorney? _ 1^'^ 3̂ ^^^

YES NO

Is your legal matter currently pending in a court of law? ES _) NO

If yes, what court? County: _ 3̂yr^p7, l

Case Number: _'^2x - -^

Has the attorney sued you in a court of 1aw for collection of fees? YES

Have you filed a complaint witlr any other disciplinary agency? YES

If yes, which one?

Did you i-eccive a response`? YES ( N^ If yes, please attach a photocopy



Please state what the attorney did or failed to do that you believe may have been
i nproper. Attach copies of any receipt, fee contract, correspoudence, billing statement or
additional document which may support your complaint. IIowever, if the document is more

than ten ( 10) pages long, please describe it, but do not send it at this time. Use additional

pages if necessary.

^/^i^2Gc l ^ t^^^c A-c Z /rr 3̂

G'`8 va.r^` ^J' ^fJr^-c, Gc>c/f" ! d .^^9ar- ^

p^ ./ ---- n -^
/^.a"r ^,r% r^/7fJy' ^ /`^'-f//'•'t'i'^i.a.vl . ! 'ifly`' ,/IC^ ,^'Pe.^:c /

f, ,̂G,+ic^'ĉ^ Gae ^f^.r „^.^r"^^t?fZ c'cao>d'.^ 6^^Pn'^' /s/"r?!z tt*n,'^ .^' ,?•^^'.^ ^'/L`.^J

---
^j' C

z? india r^ ^U/+^ ^^?c^rtr l ZE

This foregoing statement is true to the best of mv knowledge and belief.

Date Signature

How did you hear about the Akron Bar Association Grievance Committee?

- -- -- -
G^!fi^'P^ --

Rev. 12-07



akron bar association
(Serving all of Summit County)

RECEIPT OF CLIENT FILE

The Akron Bar Association has received the client file of
^f ((j^f,^/'/ 44G(,^^ll) from the office of Attorney Douglas B. Maher.
The Akron Bar Association has no knowledge or possession of any other
documents belonging to this client.

On AL4^^^^?1^^^he entire client file and Money Order
#5705456376 in the amount of $125.00 was given to the above named
client and by his signature below acknowledges receipt of the file and
money order. The client has been advised to seek the advice of another
attorney as soon as possible if he/she has a pending legal matter.

QS 25-b1JI
Date

kron Bar Association Staff/Date

E%ECUiIVE OFFICE ® 57 5, BROADVJAY STREET, AKRON, OHIO 44306-1722 + 330263-5007 ® FAX 330-253-2140 ® hflp:/Iwww.akronbar.org

MARC B. MERKLIN, Presirienl Board o(Trustees
LARRY G. POULOS, Vice President F, DANIEL BALMERI ri
ANN MARIE O'BRIEN, Troasurer KATHRYPI A. BELFANCE
DEUOWdi L RtIeY, Secrelary JOSEPH W. GIeSON

NANCY L. HOLLAND MYP-"



akron bar association
(Serving all of Summit County)

RECE'IPT OF CLIENT FILE

The kron Bar Association has received the client file of
^& (ACb^ from the office of Attorney Douglas B. Maher.

The Akron Bar Association has no knowledge or possession of any other
documents belonging to this client.

On c^ , G'? the entire client file was given to the
above named client and by his signature below acknowledges receipt of the
file. The client has been advised to seek the advice of another attorney as
soon as possible if he/she has a pending legal matter.

%-^
i^ ;^-''/_,3,^^ i

Clien Signature

y
Date'

Akron ar Association Staff/Date

hflpllDM^/w.akronbcrorg ^ /^EXE(-,UTNE OFFICE ® 57 S. GftOAUWAY 9TRGET, AKRON, OHIO 44308-1722 ® 330-263-5007 4 FAX 33C-253-214G 0

ES,ARC B. P4ERKI IN, Preside=r Boasa of Tnisfees
L,4RRY G. POGLOS, Vice Prasident F. DANIEL BALMERI
ANN MARIE O'BR1EN, ?roosurer KATHRYfd A. BELPA,NCE
I]EBORAH L RUB'f, Secrelary .;OSEP;i W. S'18SON

NANCY L. HOLLANf) MYERS ° y tA W`) E`^r
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