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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

BUTLER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION : CASE NO. 2009-2284
CERTIFIED GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE,

Relator,
ANSWER OF RELATOR,

BUTLER COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
vs. :TO RESPONSE TO SHOW CAUSE ORDER

AND OBJECTIONS TO FINDINGS AND
WILLIAM ERIC MINAMYER, : RECOMMENDATION OF BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS ON GRIEVANCES AND
Respondent. : DISCIPLINE

On January 25, 2010, respondent, William Eric Minamyer, participated in these pro-
ceedings for the first time by filing a response to the order to show cause filed by the court on
January 5, 2010, and filing objections to the findings and recommendation filed by the Secre-
tary of the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline on or about December 18,
2009.

In response to the objections to the findings and recommendation of the Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline filed by respondent, the record is clear that
respondent failed to attend the September 5, 2006 Report Hearing. It is unclear whether the
court mailed a scheduling order to respondent at the correct address. However, it is clear
that the scheduling order was imaged and placed on the court's website on September 18,
2006 and could have been accessed by respondent. It is also clear that respondent partici-
pated in the litigation for months, including participation in an unsuccessful mediation, without
obtaining a copy of the scheduling order.

After Ms. Davis' case was dismissed on September 18, 2007, respondent failed to take
any action to set aside the dismissal until September 18, 2008, one year later.

With respect to the response to show cause order filed by respondent, the response
confirms the board's findings with respect to the first two counts pertaining to malpractice
insurance and neglect of a legal matter. Respondent disputes the board's findings with
respect to Counts 3 and 4, that he failed to inform his client that her case was dismissed and
engaged in dishonest conduct by such failure. However, the client's sworn testimony, the
court docket and the timing of the grievance indicate otherwise. At the bar hearing, re-
spondent stated that he (indirectly) told the client that the case had been dismissed, but also
stated that he was "too sick to really be in touch with whether or not I was getting through to
her." (Tr. 121.)
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This court has repeatedly held that the primary purpose of disciplinary sanctions is not
to punish the offender but to protect the public. Disciplinary Council v. Agopian, 112 Ohio
St.3d 103, 2005-Ohio-6510. The material submitted by respondent in his response to the
show cause order confirms that he has physical and perhaps mental issues which have
caused him to neglect the case which resulted in these disciplinary proceedings, as well as
this disciplinary proceeding itself. It further appears that respondent has been less than com-
pletely honest and forthcoming with his client, the Butler County Bar Association Certified
Grievance Committee and the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline with
respect to his actions.

The response and objections support the board's conclusion that "troubling unan-
swered questions exist with respect to Respondent's fitness to practice law." The board's
recommendation that respondent be suspended from the practice of law for a period of two
years with one year stayed for probation and appointment of a monitor is an appropriate
sanction and should be confirmed by the court.

Respectfully submitted,
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Bennett A. Manning, Esq.
1001 Reinartz Blvd.
Middletown, OH 45042
(513)425-6609
(800)824-1883

Christopher J. Pagen,
1501 First Avenue
Middletown, OH 45044
(513)424-1823

q. S.Ct.

Counsel for Relator,
Butler County Bar Association
Certified Grievance Committee
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Certificate of Service

The undersigned does hereby certify that a copy of this Motion for Default was for-
warded to Respondent at his last known residence address 9832 Farmstead Drive, Loveland,
Ohio 45140 this q-^' day of ^ , 2010.
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