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Now comes Relator Traci Johnson, on relation to the Siate of Ohio, and for her Complaint for
Writ of Mandamus against Respondents Ohio Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner and the Franklin

Lucas, Hamilton, Summit, Lorain and Cuyahoga County Boards of Elections, states as follows:

INTRODUCTION

1. This 1s an original action for a writ of mandamus to compel the Secretary of State to certify
Relator Traci Johnson as a candidate for the Democratic Party’s nomination for election to the office of
the United States Senate and to instruct the 88 county boards of elections to place her name on to the
ballot for the upcoming Democratic Party Primary FElection.

JURISDICTION

2. 'This court has original jurisdiction over this action pursuant to Article 1V, Section 2(B){1), et

seq. of the Ghio Constitution.
PARTIES

3. Relator Traci Johnson is a qualified elector residing in Franklin County who desites to be a
candidate for the Democratic Party nomination for election to the office of the United States Senate.

4. Respondent Jennifer Brunner is the Ohio Secretary of State, chief elections officer of
the State of Ohio and candidate for the Democratic Party nomination for election to the office of the
United States Senate.

5. Respondents, Franklin, Lucas, Hamilton, Summit, Lorain and Cuyahoga County Board of
Elections are the 6 out of 17 Board of Elections that received part petitions from the Secretary of State
and was tasked to verify signatures for Traci Johnson pursuant to instruction found in Directive 2010-20.

A true and accurate copy of the Directive 2010-20 is attached as Exhibit I and made a part hereof.



ALLEGATIONS

6. R. C. Chapter 3513 sets forth the requirements for ballot access for persons desiring to become
a candidate for a party nomination. In non-presidential primary years, such persons must file a
declaration of candidacy and petition on or before the seventy-fifth day before the day of the primary
election. ‘The requirements for the form and content of the declaration and petition are found in R.C.
3513.07.

7. To qualify as a candidate for the Democratic nomination for election to the office of United
States Senate, Ms. Johnson needed to file, on or before February 18, 2010, a Declaration of Candidacy
and Petition containing the signatures of at least 1,000 electors who are members of the Democratic Party.

8. The Ohio Secretary of State publishes Form No. 2-B, entitled "Declaration of
Candidacy: Party Primary Election,” for use by persons desiring to become a candidate for a parly
nomination.

9. On February 18, 2008, Ms. Johnson personally filed her Declaration of Candidacy and
Candidate Petition (on Form No. 2-B) with the Secretary of Siaie (hereatter referred to as the "Petition”
or "Part Petition")

10. At the time of thiy filing, the Secretary of State's office issued Ms. Johnson a
Receipt # 669136 indicating and acknowledging that she had filed approximately 2100 signatures. The
receipt is dated as being received on February 18, 2010. The original petition was time stamped at
12:05pm and accompanied by the dated receipt. A true and accurate copy of the receipt is attached as
Exhibit 2 and made a part hereof.

11. On March 5, 2010, the Secretary's office sent a letter, which Ms. Johnson

received on March 10 via regular mail, stating that the Secretary was not certifying her candidacy due to a



lack of sufficient valid signatores. The letter informed Ms. Johnson that she had 834 valid signatures
and that her name would not appear on the Democratic Party's ballot at the May 4, 2010 Primary Election.
A true and accurate copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit 3 and made a part hereof.

12. On March 11, 2010, Ms. Johnson campaign began to validate the close to 1024 invalid
signatures on the "Part Petitions" for 17 counties boards of elections. Then discovered, on March 5,
2010, the secretary of state issued Directive 2010-42 to the county boards of elections. The directive
contained the form of the primary-election ballots for the major and minor political parties, but Johnson’s
name did not appear on the form as a candidate for the primary election. By lctter dated the same day that
the directive was issued; the secretary of state notified Johnson that she was not certifying her candidacy,
because of a lack of sufficient valid signatures on his petition. The Secretary determined that Johnson had
submitted 834 signaturcs, which was 166 signatures less than the 1000 valid signatures required for her
name to be placed on the primary-election ballot.

13. On March 24, 2010, Ms. Johnson contacted the Secretary's office, requesting to have a second
review of her part petitions, calling into question approx. 170 errors identified.. Encouraged by the March
10, 2010, invitation by the Secretary to Mr. Steve Christopher (STATE ex rel. STEVE CHRISTOPHER)
“I’m surprised that he hasn't just called or come to our- office to try to resolve what he claims are
discrepancies ............ We would be more than happy to work through this issue with him, if he would
ask us." Ms. Johnson called the Secretary’s office expecting the same invitation. Instead was transferred
to Brian Shinn, Elections Attorney for the Secretary of State. She was denied the above assistance and
referred 1o the Ohio Supreme Court,

14, Upon review of the checked petitions and work logs, the Secretary claims that
Ms. Johnson is 166 signatures short of the required 1000 valid signatures. Upon review of

the part petitions checked by the 6 Board of Elections (listed above in 5.), it is clear that the

Boards did not follow the Law and Directive 2010-20 with regard to 170 or more signatures of the 1024



signatures that were invalidated by the 6 County Boards of Elections (listed above in 5.). A copy of
the work log is attached as Exhibit 4 and made a part hereof.

15. Upon review of the checked part petitions, it became clear, Boards of Elections used different
standards to validate part petitions. What is valid and acceptable in one county is invalid and disqualified
in another county. Disproportionate resources in the countics add to the unconstitutional legitimacy of the
validation process. Refusing to certify Ms. Johnson’s nominating petitions is an unconstitutional
infringement of her right to ballot access and the right of a voter to vote for a candidaic of their choice as
guaranteed by the First and Fourteenth Amendments of the Constitution of the United States of America.

16. Upon review of the checked part petitions, it became clear that the 6 Board of Elections did
not follow the Law and the Directive 2010-20 with regard to validating signatures on Ms. Johnson’s part
petitions. Noting the different standards use to evaluate petition by the boards of election and rejecting
valid signatures that would justify Ms. Johnson’s placement on the Ballot.

{7. Prior to April 9, 2010, Ms. Johnson was verifying petitions, seeking ballot access options
which included working with Boards of Tlections across 17 counties, contacting the Secretary and
Governor to rectify the mistake absent litigation. The 6 board of elections responded that they would need
to be contacted or be provided a directive from the Secretary of State and a directive could be received
absence litigation. Ms. Johnson contacted the Secretary repeatedly March 24, 2010 and April 9, 2010
(copy of email in exhibit 5) to confirm information and to seek additional recourse. On April 9, 2010 she
was transferred to Brian Shinn, Elections Attorney for the Secretary of State who said in so many words,
give up and go away, The Secretary is Ms. Johnson opponent in this US Senate race. Ms. Johnson
diligently sought legal counsel due to the lack of above assistance. Due to the amount {ime (May 4"
primary election) in which to find a positive resolution, these mistakes could not expeditiously be
resolved. Ms Johnson has requested assistance from the Secretary - her opponent and the Governor in

letters dated April 8, 2010, A true and accurate copy attached of email and letters as Exhibit 5 and made
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a part hereof.

18. Since April 13, the 6 Board of Elections and Secretary has refused to conduct a second

review of Ms. Johnson’s part petitions in compliance with Directive 2010-20.
CLATM FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS

19. Relator restates the allegations in paragraphs I through 18 as if fully restated herein.

20. Relator's Petition satisfies the requirements of R.C. 3513.05 and other applicable provisions
of Ohio election law. Notwithstanding the invalidation of some signatures, the Petition, which Relator
filed with the Secretary of State on February 18, 2010, contains a sufficient number of valid signatures of
electors who are qualified (o sign the declaration of candidacy party primary petition for statewide
candidates of the Democratic Party.

21. Accordingly, the Secretary has a clear legal duty to certify Relator as a candidate for the
Democratic Party nomination for election to the office of US Senator the same office the Secretary herself
is seeking this election as Ms. Johnson’s opponent. Also to instruct the county boards of election to place
her name on the ballot for the Democratic Party Primary election on May 4, 2010.

22. The alternative, the Secretary has a clear legal duty to send all of the part petitions that
Relator filed with her office on February 18, 2010, to the county boards of elections for verification and,
upon being informed by the boards of elections that Relator's Petition contains 1,000 or more valid
signatures, to certify Relator's candidacy and instruct the county boards of elections to place her name on
the Democratic Primary ballot.

23. The Secretary and the County Board of Elections abused their discretion and acted in
clear disregard of the law by not following Directive 2010-20 with regard to Ms. Johnson’s part petition,
This then led to the Secretary not issuing verification on and not certifying, Ms. Johnson candidacy for

the Democratic Party nomination for election to the office of United States Senate,



24. Relator has a clear legal right to be certified as a candidate and to have her name placed on
the ballot for the Democratic Party primary. In the alternative, Relator has a clear legal right to have the
Boards of Elections follow Directive 2010-20 with regard to verifying signatures on part petitions.

25. Relator has no other adequate remedy at law.



WHEREFORE, Relator prays for judgment against Respondents and that the Court:

A. Adjudge, decree and declare the rights and other Jegal relations of the parties to the subject
matter in controversy in order that such declarations shall have the force and effect of final judgment and
that the Court retain jurisdiction of this matter for the purpose of enforcing the Court’s Orders;

B. Issue a Peremptory and/or Permanent Writ of Mandamus directing the Sccretary of State to
certify Relator as a candidate for the Democratic Party's nomination for election to the office of United
States Senate and to instruct the county boards of election to place her name on the Democratic Party
Primary ballot for May 4, 20190, or gencral thereafter.
or

C. In the alternative, issues a Peremptory and/or Permanent Writ of” Mandamus directing the
Boards of Elections to conduct a second review of her part petition which Relator filed on February 18,
2010, in conformity with Directive 2010-20 and, further, upon hearing from the boards that Relator
submitted 1858 signatures, to certify Relator as a candidate for the Democratic party nomination

for election to the office of the United States Senate; for the primary or general election.

or

D. Issue a Peremptory and/or Permanent Writ and/or an Alternative Writ of Mandamus
directing the Sccretary of State to allow Relator as a candidate for the Democratic Party’s nomination for
election to the office of United States Senate to re-do petition process in the counties that provide more
access resources and options.

E. Issuc an Alternative Writ staying the Secretary's decision not to certify Relator
as a candidate and, further, directing the Secretary to instruct the county boards of elections to place
Relator's name on the Democratic Party Primary ballot pending the Court's resolution of Relator's

mandamus clain;



A Araci J o;mison

e : 48_Pearsonway
HilHard, Ohio 43026
(614)921-8722
info@johnsonforussenate.com

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF OHIO )
} 8%:
(COUNTY OF FRANKLIN }

I, Traci Johnson, being first duly sworn according to law, depose and state that I have read the

foregoing complaint for Writ of Mandamus and the statements contained in the Complaint, which are

incorporated and made, as part of this Affidavit as if completely rewritten herein, are true based on my

-
z/ .
. /

personal knowledge and I am competent to testify to same.

/Traci Johrison
P

y iz L
Sworn to and subscribe o in my presence 5 this ddy of April, 2010.

BERMARD HARRIS JR.
wotary Public, State of Ohic

i -
3y Commission EXpICes hiar. 12, 2013 Notary Pub!lc %//
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PRAECIPE TO CLERK

Please serve the foregoing Complaint for Writ of Mandamus on the Respondents named herein as
follows:

HON. JENNIFER BRUNNER HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD
OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE QF ELECTIONS
180 East Broad Street 824 Broadway
Columbus, Ohio 43015 Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-134
And SUMMIT COUNTY BOARD
OF ELECTIONS
FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD 470 Grant Street
OF ELECTIONS Akron, Ohio 44311
250 East Broad Strest
Columbus, Ohio 43015 LORAIN COUNTY BOARD
OF ELECTIONS
LUCAS COUNTY BOARD 1985 North Ridge Rd., East
OF ELECTIONS Lorain, OH 44055
One Government Center
Suite 300 CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD
Toledo, OH 43604 OF ELECTIONS
2025 Eucligj-"'AvenLle
Clevelarid, Ohjo 44115
s !
B f f_:": - j I , T
- ”i‘. X . ’//’{ V};’- 7 ;?

:l?racﬁbhnz-;!én
o/
L/

!

/
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CERTIFICATF OF SERVICE

I certify t}?t a true copy of the foregoing document was sent by fax to the following on

this // 7 day of April 2010:

Richard Cordray (0038034)

OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL

30 East Broad Strect, 17th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43015

(614) 466-4320

(614) 466-5087 Fax

Counsel for Respondent Ohio Secretary of Stale

Ronald J. O'Brien (0026965)

FRANKLIN COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
373 South High Street, 14th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43015

(614) 462-3555

(614) 462-6193 Fax

Counsel for Respondent Franklin County Board of Flections
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JrEmrIrER BRUNNER

D BECRETARY OF &TaATE

(A RS o W TS

e 1o AfAG-I AN

DIRECTIVE 2010-20
February 2, 2010

To: ALL COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTIONS

Re Petition of Teact Johuison for ULS, Benale

Tnelosed for your review and verification is Traci Johnson’s decluration-of candidacy and
petition for statewide office of U8, Senate that was liled in the Secretary of State’s office on
February 18, 2o10. The facts of gualification for signers and circulators of the part petitions
are-deterniined as of the date the petition was filed in the Secretary of State’s oflice, that is:
February 18, 2010. Please nole that tis differs from the stondard used Tor the state issue
partpetitions you recently examined, for which those qualifica tivns were determined based on
the date a part petition was examined by the board, not the date the petition was filed.

You must examine the petitions aceording 1o the tequirements of R.C. 3513.05 (reqairements of
declarations of candidacy), R.C. 350138 (rules governing petilions), R.C. grot.011 (definition of
“sipnature”, and the enclosed instructions. Your board must certily the validity and sutliciency
of the petition papers by Mareh 1, 2o10. All petition papers and certification Torms must be
returned to this office hy Mareh &, 2014, vin g method that provides o record of sending,

tracking while in transit, and veceipl upon delivery, (Fxaunples: Certified U.S: Mail, UPS,
Fedix) You also may retarn them in person,

When examining each part-petition, please vemeniher thal:

o Asigner of the subjeet declaration of candidaey must be a qualilied elector whose
quadifying voting address is located in the State of Ohio and mustbe affiliated with the
Demacratic Pavty (see below for more details on this issue).

a A federal conrt has-ruled unconstitetional the provision of R.C. 3503.06{A} that reguired a
ciredlator of a declaration of candidacy or nontinating petition to be a resident of Ohio.
Consequently, a cirenlator of the subject declaration of candidacy is noltrequired to be o
qualified elector of Olilo. However, il the cireulator is a qualilied elector of Ohio, the
civeulator must be affiliated with the Democratic Party, unless the cireulator is the
candidate named in the petition’s declardtion of candidacy and is cxempted by R.C.
2513.101{{){4) from the party affiliation rule contained in the seventh paragraph of R.C.
251505,

For purposes of stgning or eirculating a petition of candidacy for major political party
nomination orelection nnder R.C. 3513.05, an elector is congidered to be a member of a politiead
party of the candidate if the signer or cireulatov éithes:
Voted in that party's primary eleetion within the preceding two calendar years (2008-
2000}, or

o Did not vote in any olther party’s primary election within the preceding two calendar years

(2008-2000).

o s Y

% exdhbet
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Directive 2010-20 Maior Party Candidate Petition - Johnson Pagezof 2

we remind you that, although R.C. a501.38(C) provides that a signer's address on a petition
must mateh the signer’s address on file with the board of elections, no snch requirement extends
to the addresses of candidotes or efrenlators. (While this does not seem 1o be what would be the
spirit of the law, it is the fetter of the Jaw, and until echanged by the state legislature, we must
follow this resalt) This is becatise state law merely requires that a candidate for U8, Senate
must bea qualified elector of the State of Ohio, Conseguently, there is no hasis in law for
invalidating a part petition solely because the address of the candidate and/or cirevlator on that
part petition dilfers frony the adidiess on file with-a beard of elections. '

I you réceive one or more part pelition papdrs signed hy a cireulator who is.an Ohio clector
from another county, please contact that county’s board of elections to confirm the circulator’s
registration amd pacty affibation.

H vou hive any questions conicerning the petition or any part pelition, please call the Elections
Division it 614-466-2585. We appreciate yoir éooporation.

Smeerely,

s

e P [
(: /;;uw,zfm,.r“;-mx.,_ ' ﬁﬁuﬁgwmﬂ,ﬁ.‘ﬁz_‘_k
T L

Jennifer Brormer

Enclosure



Ohio Secretary of State’s Instructions
to Countly Boards of Elections regarding
Examination of 2o1e State MAJOR Political Party Candidate Pelitions
{Revised Code Chaplers g501, 3503, and 3513)

CIRCULATORS

A

B.

(uanlifications

A dederal court has ruled unconstitutional the provision of RIC. 3503.00(A) thal required a circulator of a
declaration of candidacy or nominating petition to be an elector or resident of Ohio. (See Advisory 2004~
04 . However, under R.C. 3513.07, circulatars of candidate pelitions must list the eirculater's permanent
address. However, unlike signers of petitions, there is no basts in law for invalidating a part-petition if
ihe address 6f a cirentalor who is an Ohilo elector differs from the address on file with a board of elections.

Ohio Attorney General Opinion 2010-002{issued J anuary 15, 2010) interpreted R.C. 2961.01{B) and
R.C. 2067.16{C) to conclude that persons who were convicled of felony offenses prior to May 2, 2000
are ehigible to civenlate petitions in Ohio. Additionally, persons who were convicted of felony offenses
on ar after May 2, 2006, who have served their entire sentence without any post-release controi
sanclions, who have heen granted final release hy the Obio branether state’s Adulr Parole Authotity, ur
who have completed their period of any community eontrol sanetions (probation) may also cireulate
petitions in Ohio. You may-seek the assistance of your county prosecutor and/or ¢lerk of courts to
determine whather a eireulatorwho was convieted ol a lelony offense after May 2, 20006 is cligible to
cirenlate a petition. Additionally, if you delermine that a person who was convicted of afelony offense
after May 2, 2006 isnot eligible to circulale a petition, please report this information to the Elections
Division of the Secretary of State’s office, This will assist other boards of eleetions in determining the
qualifications of cireudators in their connties.

L.
Py

While cireulators ol any dectaration of candidacy for a partisan candidate ave not requived 1o be Ohio
clectors, i the cireulator is an Ohio elector be/she must be alliliated with the political party of the
candidate named on that declavation of candidacy or be unatfiliated, unless the ctremdator s the candidale
named in that petition and is exempted by R.C. 3513.10:(C)(4) from the party affilintion rule conlained tn
the seventh paragraph of R.C. 3513.05. Yor purposes of eivenlating a declaration of candidacy, an elector
is considered affiliated with a political party of the condidate il the circulator either:

1. Voled in that party’s primary election within the preceding bwo calendar years (2008 or 2009), or
o, Did not vote in any other party’s primatry eléction within the preceding bwo calendar years.

Civenlator's Statement

Each part petition musl contain a cireulator’s statement that is compleied as required by law. The
circulator’s statement must include the following information:
i, Thenumber of signatures witnessed by that civenlator,
2. The signature of the civealator,
4. The cireulator's permanent vesidence address (does not have to he an address in (Ohio), ad
4. Thenime and address = e.g., street name and nwnber, city, and slate; or post office box number,
city, and stale; or street name and number, and zip cacde; or post office box number and zip code -
of the employer of the cireulator who has employed the cireulator to cireulate the part petilion, but
anly if the clreulator is being emploved to cireulate the petition. In the absence of
ineonsisiendcies on oxy hetween the circulator statements on parl petitions circulated
Iy the same individual or a protest filed regarding part petitions cir¢ulated by paid
circulators, the board mst accept the information contained in the part petition as it
appears o its face.

When the numberof signalures ona part pelition appears to differ from the nuwiiber entered in the
cirenlator's statement, the hoard must examine that part petition fo determine the nature of the



inconsistency. H the numiber of signatures reported as being witnessed by the cireulalor in the
ciroudator’s statewent is:

«  Rgual o or greater than the total number of signatures not crossed out on the part petition, do
nok reject the part petition beenuse of the nconsislent signature numbers.

Fxennple: The cirenlators statement indicates that the creulatorwitnessed 22 signatures, but
there are onhy 20 signatures on the petition.

s Less than the total number of unerossed oul signatices subsnitted on the part pelition, reject the
enlire part petition.

Exampie: The circulator's statement indicates 2o signatures withessed, but there ave 22
signatures on e petition, none of which were cepssed aut prior io the petition
being filed.

SIGNERS

A. Generally
Signers of a-declaration of candidacy or nomingting petition must satisty the requivenents of R.C. 3501
a8, whichare sebforth below:

1. Only electors qualificd to vote on the eandidacy or issuewhich is the subject of the petition shall
sign a petition. Each gigner shall be a registered elector pursuant to R, Cf;{;ﬁ; 11. The facts of
gqunlification shall Iw determined ag of the date when the petition is filed with the
Seerctary of State.

2. Signalures shall be affived inink. Fach signer may also print the signer's name, so as to clearly
identify the signer’s signalure.

3, Tach chm‘ h}ld“ place on the pelition alter the signer’s name the date of signing and the loeation
of e signer’s voting restdence, ineluding the steect and mimber ifin a mmuc*;pa! enrporation or
the rural route number, post oftice addye 58, or township i outstde s wanicipal corporation. The
vating address given on the petition shall be the address appearing in the registinlion records at
ihe boavd-of (‘i(‘LEml%‘a

4, Exvept as otherwise provided i in RO an01.a82 (attarney in facet), noindividual shall sigis o wrile
any name other than his or hev own name on any poltzmn and noindividual may antherize
anather o sign for the hin or her, T petition contuins the siznatare of an elector bwo or more
Hies, only ih(‘ fivst signature s shid! be counted.

fisac cepla bl for a signer to allow another person tecomplete the date of signing and the location of the
signer’s vouity restdence on the setiton, Hewever, one individual may not signanother porson’s naine o
u prtition withont having first been desigrated that person’s attorney i fact in sccordance with the
speelfic pt(mwum of RC. as0t.982 4 petsan who has not been designated the sitorney in fact sxg,;zn
another person’s name (o o petition, that sigoatute gl be yejeelod by the board of alections. 1 i s
determined the cirenlator owingly azih_.med 1 person who has not been d siwnnted the attorney in
{act to sign another person’s namedo o petilion, then the entire part-petition must be invalidated, because
the cirenlator's statement §s untrue (the cireulptor did not in fadt witness the signing ol all electors’
signatures on the part petition, beeause the power of allorney signature is nvalid as the signatire of the
clector i guestion). {RC. 8501.38(F))

. Qualifications
Fach person who signs a petition mast be:
1. Agualified elecior of Ohio, _
2, Registered to vote at the address provided on the petition as of the date the petition paperis filed
with the Secretary of State’s office (R.C. 350138 (A)); and '
9. Affiliated with the political paity of the candidate named on that decdaration of candidacy. For
purposes ol sigiing a declavation of candidacy, an elector is considered affiliated with a political

Instrvictions for Bxamining State Major Politieal Parly Candidate Petition Papers Fage e ol 6



party of the candidate if the cireulator either:

a. Vated in that party’s privoarvy election within the preceding Lwo calendar years (2008 or 2009,
or
b. Did not vote in any other party’s priviary election within the preceding two calendar years,

C. Sipnaiures
Txeept as provided 1 R.C 3501382 (elector's nume *&iym*' by an atlorney in fact appointed specificatty
Gy this purpose ~ see boxed text be fm} each elector’s signature must he the original signature of that
voler and must be wrttteon in m% (5\ mm ‘;b(i&j}

Authority to Appoiat an f-iu;(zsmcv in Facl - RAC. a501. *g?%*v

teasgier o a pekition, may nuthorize quatified individual as an attor ney in fact 1o gign that
elector’s name toa petition, in accordance with the spectfic proce dures reguirad by that
statuie.

i
A registered elector, who, by reason of disability, is unable to plwa'%m']]x'siffnl 1is o1 her ’

1. One county per part pefition:
Lach part. petit 1on should contain dignabures of cleclors of only one cotnty, If any part pelition
contgains signatures from more than one county, the Seeretany of State determines the county Trom
which the majority of gignatures came, and tmlx signatures fromt that county are w be checked for
validity and-counted; signatures rom any olher counly are iivalid, (R.C, 9513.05) When w;[;inng
thenumber of signatives for cach part petition, pk‘aar* nchude the vul-of-county signatures tn the
list of invalid stgnatures for a petition that vou are certifving as valid,

2. Signature regquirements:

a. Tohe declared valid, o signature on o pagt pelition must matels the signature on file with the
board of eleetions. A board should not invalidate # signadure becanse an elecior signed nsing o
derivative of lds/her first nanae, i the bodrd can contirm the fdentity o the eleetor. For
identification purpeses, the elector may print lis/her nine on the petition inaddition to sighing
i cnrsive his/her name (o the petition. A prinled signalure alope, with no cursive signatire, is
allowed onhy if theelector's signature on file with the board is alsa printed. (R.C. gr00.011,

3501.48)

b. The signature must he written inink, (R.Cg501.38(8))

¢, ‘The petition must contain the location of the eleetor’s voting residence, which-must:

s Include the house number and street name or RED, and the appropriate city, village, or
tinvinship. Alpost oftice hox does NOT grialify as'an elector’s residence addross,

s Bethe some address as the eleetor’s voling residence address on {ile withy the board. As noted
provionsly, the address on the petition paper must be the mzz’n:' address on file as of the date

the petition was filed with the Secrctary ol State’s office. 11 an eloctor's address written on the
petition differs fram that on [ile with i the board, then the bc;md st invalidate the signature.

Note: Boards of electiony must process all new, valid voter registrations
and ehanges of naines and/or address to existing registrations
before determining the validily of the signatures on the part
pretitions.) '

s The §}L§'iﬁ{)l1 shouldindicatetbe vounty in which the-elector’s address is located, butan.
slector’s signature will not be dnvalidated it election afficlals can eiviu mine the proper county
(rom othiel information provided on the petition paper. The elector’s waed and precinetnre
nol reguired.
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3. Bates
RO, 9501380 requires that each signature be followed by the date 1t was atfixed Lo the petition
paper. Do not invalidate a sigratare solely becnuse s date s out of sequence with other signatures,

4. [Hegible Signutore.
A siprature is Hegible only iU batlr the signatare and address arg wreadible, such that it s
mpossible for board pessonnet o check the signuture against avoter segistration record.

5. Restrictions on signing the name of another person
a. Although s person having an cleetor’s standard power ol attorney eannot sigh the elector’s name
to a pefition, a qualified person who has been appolated as an eleclor’s attorney in foel under
R.C. a501.982 may sign that elector’s name to the petition paper i the elector’s presence and at
the eleetor's divection. You must cotmpare the name signed onthe petition by the attorney in fact
1o the dosument evidenetng the atiorney In fact stats on Hle with the board of elections.

b, ireach case where a persan, other thaiva duly-suthovized attorney i fact under R.C an01.382,
sipns o name other than Jis or her own to o pefition, the signature must be rejected by the
Board, i is detenmined the dreulator knowingly allowed a person who has not boen
designated the attorney tn factto signanother person’s mumne to o petition, then the endire part
netitiowanust be invalidated, becanse the creslitor's stalement s notrue. (RO 35003800

¢, Anelectors “non-signature indormation” = e.g.. the elector’s address, county, or the date of
signing — may be added by a person.other than the slector, with the electors pesmission.

6. Circnlators sigming part petitions that he/she cireslated

Please note that i aciveulator signed a part petition that he/she drenated, then ouly the circudators
signature is invalid as a signer of the petition.

. Pitto ool
Ditto marks may be used to indicate duplivate tnformation (e.g., dale, address or county),

8. Marking valid signdares:

. Hasignature is valid, plewse place a ved cheek markoin the margin 1o the left of the signature on
he pelition paper,

i

h. 1@ sienatare is invatid, please fndicate why it is invalid, using the appropriate code svbol
contained in these Instructions (see below),

o Neyone may ston a pelition more than onee. Pledse place an wentlying matk or insert a
computer code on the slector’ s registration record o ensure tat the elector’s signature 15 not
coanled toward the same pelition mowe than once,

d. fmay be prudent for vou to cieate o datibase list of the petition signers (both vahid and fnvalid
signatures, creating the following ficlds:

# Last namne

e First pamie and middle bt

s Strect address (house sumber and street name)
Cily, village or township
Pate of signing

E

#

CERTIFICATION

After the board stadl has
cortify your findings to the £

exmined all the parts of the candidate’s petition eirenlaled in your cownity, you must
cretary ol Stte using the enclosed cortitication form,

Ploase return the ariginal completed certification foray and part petitions to this office by o truckable method;
e, in person or by certified 1.8, Mail, U5, Post Offive Express Mail, UPS, or Ved EX. Please rehwn the
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documents no later than March 3, 2010, Lo

Ohio Seeyelary of State

Elections Division

180 I Broad SL - 15% Floor

Columbus OH 43215
Once all certification forms have been transmitted by boards of eledtions, the Seeretary of State will delermine
the validity and sufficiency of e petition and notify the candidate or his/her committee.
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CODE SYMBOLS FOR VALIDATING SIGNATURES ON PETITIONS

Faih signastire snust be individually examined. I o signatore i valid, please place o red check mark at the left
marein h(,mdv it, Afler checking an enliie ;mtt petition, please write o the right side of the frond page of each
part petition both the number of valid stemners and the inftials of the board emplovee whe checked the
part petition wader the number.

If 2 signature is not valid, pleage indieate the problent with it by using the following lettered codes or, if no
lnttered code applics. an explanatury notation

CIR Chreulator ms;ﬁmd as an electnr the part petition he ov she was civenlating, (This invalidates the
cirvudator’s signature as a signer, !n;; not the entive part petition.

pUE “Duplieation.” The person las signed more that one part petition or bwice on the same parl petition,

L “Hegible” applics omly iF both the signature and address are unrdadable, so thal W is impaossible 1o
check the stpnature against a voley registration record.

NA  Noaddress” The signer fziled (0 provide a complets address. This mieans oonse number and street
name or RED, and the appropriate eity, village, or township. Tailure to provide the ame of the county
of residence docs nat invaidale the signature [ board officials can determine the county from the
other informtion given, Waed and precinet information is not required. Ditko ymacks are aceeptable it
they refer to an address for The elector that appears in the board of elections’ records.

ND O “No Date,” The petition does not indicate the date on which the signature was affixed. (Eiﬁwwvl'
acceplable are: month-date-year, month-date, date eut of sequetice with ether signers’ dates, ditlo
marks.)

NG UNat Genuine.” The signature on the petition does not appear to be the "cmlmv stgnature of the
pg purson whose signatire 3 purports to be, compared to the signadure on file with iim board of clections
as of the date the board checks the petition,

NR O UNet Registered” The signer is nol registered to vote. Bacl person who signs a part [M'i{jmi st be o
griandilie d clecior us of the date the petition was filed with the Secretary of State’s office.

NRA - “Not Registered Address.” The address provided on the part petiGon is not the address on file with the
hanrd of clections as of the date the petition was {iled with the Sceretary of State’s office,

GO “Other County.” The signer s a resident of some other connty, Do not eross ouf signatuire oy
address: instead, plm_e SO pode at left margin,

i “Pencil.” The signature was wiiion using a peneil.

Wi Wiong Party” The signer or civeulator, based ai lils or her 2008 or 2009 primary voling history, is
of  altiliated with a political purty differcnt than e candidate. (An unaffileted and/or upregistered
individual may cirenlate the petition).
[ e number of signatures on a part-petition is sore Hran the nuober indicated by thie civeulator, the
entire part petition is invalid.

When invalidating anenlire purl petition, please indieate the reason fur rejeetion on the front of that part
petilim and separate it from any vilid part petition. Do notinvalidate a part petition for the sole
reason thal it does not contain any valid signatares; it is a valid part petition, but it containg no
zero”} valid signatures.
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REPORTING FORM
STATEWIDE CANDIDATE PETTTION

Candidate: Tract Johnson

Office Souglt: 1.5, Saenate

Politica Party: Democratic

Oy behalf of the Board of Blections of . o County, T
herchy certily that we have examined the enclosed part-petitions. The nunber of valid

and invalid signatures on the part-petitions of TeactJolmson, Democeatic
candidate {or the office of U.8. Senate, are as folows:

PETITIONS SICNATURES
1. Number of valid part petitions ... . o
Number o vadidh SIENALEICS e e
Numlbser of invalid gignatures ... e et eyttt ge s .
2. Numher of invalid part petitions . e e

Nomber of signatures on nvalid part petiBons ...

3. Fotal number of part petitions received
(valid and Ineabd) o e

4. Total number of signatures on pact petitions (valid and-invalid) ...

Divector's Signalurer

Date:

Please keep a copy of this completed form for your liles.
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SJENMNIFER BRUNNER
OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE

180 LAST BROAD STREET, 16TH FLOOR
COoLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 USA
TEL: 1-877-767-6446 Fax: 1-614-644-0649

m e i

P PR

March 5, 2010

Traci Johnson
2448 Pearson Way
Hilliard, OH 43026

Re: Declaration of candidacy and petition

LIour By, SULLBSOI

On February 18, 2010, you filed a declaration

N T - _t.
Ligonagzzil AIPRIUAL dNsIs )

Senaior at the May 4, 2010 Primary Election.

of candidacy and petition with the Ohio Secretary

L R S .

33

YOO Lk (FTPSYREET

e

I regret to inform you that your candidacy was not certified due to a lack of sufficient valid
signatures. Ghio faw requires at ieast 1000 valid signatures irom Ohio electors who are
affiliated with the same political party as the candidate or who are unaffiliated. You only
submitted 834 valid signatures with your declaration of candidacy and petition. This means
that your name will not appear on the Democratic Party’s ballot at the May 4, 2010 Primary
Election.

You may contact Brian E. Shinn, Assistant General Counsel and Chief Elections Counsel, at 614-
466-258s, if you have any questions.

SHICCECLY,

o F

RNV T DN
S Plpekina ke el oo
Michael Rankin

Assistant Secretary of State

ey



Traci Johnson
Democratic Candidate for US Senate
Received by the Secretary of State 02/18/2010
Sent to the Boards of Elections 02/26/2010

Number of
Valid Part
Petitions

Number of
Valid
Signatures

Number of
Invalid
Signatures

Number of
Invalid Part
Petitions

Number of
Signatures on
Invalid Part

Petitions

Adams

0

Allen

Ashland

Ashtahula

Athens

Auglaize

Belmont

Brown

Butler

Carrolt

Champaign

Clark

Clermont

Clinton

Columbiana

Coshacton

Crawford

0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

Cuyahoga

™o
e

M
({«]

Darke

Defiance

Delaware

Erie

Fairfield

Fayette
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Franklin

565 ©

624

Fulion

Gallia

(Geauga

Greene

Guernsey
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Hamilton

Hancock

<~

Hardin

Harrison
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Traci Johnson
Democratic Candidate for US Senate
Received by the Secretary of State 02/18/2010
Sent to the Boards of Elections 02/26/2010

Number of
Valid Part
Petitions

Number of
Valid
Signatures

Number of
Invalid
Signatures

Number of
Invalid Part
Petitions

Number of

Petitions

Signatures on | .. -
Invalid Part & PR

Henry

Lo

L)

Highland

Hocking

Holmes

Huron

Jackson

Jefferson

Knox

Lake

Lawrence

Licking

Logan
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Lorain

wliololelo|oloiololole

]
o
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13

Lucas

)
0

179

230

Madison

Mahoning

Marion

Medina

Meigs

Mercer

Miami

Monroe

Montgomery

Morgan

Morrow

Muskingum

ololelvlioio|olelelel—le

Noble

Ottawa

Paulding

Perry

Pickaway

Pike

Portage

Preble
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Traci Johnson
Democratic Candidate for US Senate
Received by the Secretary of State 02/18/2010

Sent to the Boards of Elections 02/26/2010

Number of
Valid Part
Petitions

Number of
Valid
Signatures

Number of
Invalid
Signatures

Number of
Invalid Part
Petitions

Number of

Invalid Part
Petitions

Putniam

o=

0

0

<&

[}

Richland

Ross

Sandusky

Scioto

Seneca

Shelby

olojolola|olol

D OIOoO|O| 2O

Stark

Al | DO O]— O

SO | ool O

Summit

o]
o>

-
<

Trumbull

Tuscarawas

Union

Van Wert

Vinton

Warren

Washington

Wayne

Williams

Wood

YWyandot
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Grand Total |
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Required number of valid signatures: 1,000

Signatures on |7
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Print | Closs Window

Subject: RE: Petitions Issues and per our conversation on Friday
Erom: "Shinn, Brian" <bshinn@sos.state.oh.us>
Date: Mon, Apr 12, 2010 8:04 am
To: <info@johnsonforussenate.com>

: Ms. Jolmnson,

[ apologize if you believe that 1 was rude when we spoke on Priday. That certainly was niol my
" intention.

My suggestion to you on Friday, just as it was when we spoke on March 25, was that you should
consult with an attorney of your choice to determine what your rights are and whether you
- should injtiate a court acton, as Robert Owens did.

. Best wishes,

Brian Shinn

From: info@johnsonforussenate.com [mailto:info@johnsonforussenate.com]
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2010 9:43 AM

- To: Shinn, Brian

| Subject: Petitions Issues and per our conversation on Friday

Good morning, how are you doing? I am sending this email in reference to our conversations
_ on March 24 and Friday, April 9, 2010. I contacted you in an attempt to understand the
. appeals process to have my signatures re-examined after we had discovered enough mistakes
' to appear on the May 4" primary ballot. In March you informed me that there was no appeal
process to utilize and you suggested that we find recourse with the Ohio Supreme Court.
On Friday, April 9, 2010, I contacted you to determine if the Ohio Secretary State Office
would release my petitions to the Boards of Elections so that they could re-examine the
. petitions or if there were other options I could utilize to correct the petition mistakes. Your
' response was very disturbing to me: you were rude and told me in so many words that
- pursing this issue can cause impropriety to the elections process, it too late, voting has
started, let it go!
My rights have been violated by this office, mistakes have been made on my petitions and no
. attempts have been made by this office to assist in the resolution. 1 have done what was
. requested according to the instructions provided and I should be on the May 4" primary
Ballot. I am asking the SOS to do what is right. So I don't appreciate being treated like | did
something wrong.

T3 Johnson

Copyright © 2003-2010. All rights reserved.

1ofi 4/14/2010 1:33 PM



TRACI (TJ) JOHNSON

E Candidate for

- UNITED STATES SENATE
ORI

April 8, 2010

Ohio Secretary of Stale
Honorable Jennifer Brunner

180 East Broad Street, 16™ Floor
Colunmibus, Ohio 43215

Re:  Declaration of candidacy and petition
Ionorable fennifer Brunner:

This letter is being sent to you in responsc to your letter dated, March 5, 2010 and subsequent
conversations with your office regarding the validity of the petition signatures. When the
petitions were re-cxamined we discovered scveral mistakes by the Boards of Elections. It
however, has been determined that I have enough signatures to appear on the May 4™ primary
ballot.

There were countless mistakes made by the Boards of Lections which should be reviewed;
limited amount of time provided to challenge discrepancies before the primary election and
policics and procedures that adversely work against candidates in this process. Regardless of
time, we must search for the truth and correct these mistakes. 1 am requesting that these issues
be resolved and/or sign a directive allowing me Ballot Access for the May 4" Primary.

1 understand that this request may be out of the ordinary, but it doesn’t seem right fo: prevent a
legitimate candidate from appearing on the Ballot; disenfranchise voters by limiting their choice
of candidates; ignoring the voice of the people who signed the petition to get me on the ballot
and for your office not to provide me other options or assistance is just wrong. Every person has
the right to have an effective, free, fair, open and honest political process. I am asking for the
same rights and privileges afford to every other person of this State. My rights have been
violated, so T am appealing to your moral conscientious - to do what is right. As the Chief
Elections Officer for the State of Ohio you have the authority to look into these matters
expeditiously and place me on the May 4" primary ballot. Feel free to contact me should you
need addition_alf?fbnnation.

- e I
Blnccrely
£ f )

[

Tragi-Johnson, Candidate
[%ﬁ{ted States Senate

Johnson for United States Scnate Campaign, 2448 Pearsonway, Hilliard Obio 43026 - 614-921 -B722



TRACI (TJ) JOHNSON

- Candidate for

UNITED STATES SENATE
OHIO

April §, 2010

Governor's Office

Riffe Center, 30th Floor

77 South High Street
Columbus, OH 43215-6108

Re:  Declaration of candidacy and petition
Honorable Governor Ted Strickland,

This letter is being sent to you in response to a letler dated, March 5, 2010 and subsequent
conversations with the Ohio Secrotary of State’s Office (S0OS) regarding the validity of my
petition signaturcs. When the petilions were re-examined we discovered several mistakes by the
Boards of Flections. It however, has been determined that I have enough signatures to appear on
the May 4™ primary ballot.

There were countless mistakes made by the Boards of Elections which should be reviewed;
limited amount of time provided to challenge discrepancies before the primary election and no
appropriate or fair appeals process lor those who cannot afford to sue. Regardless of time, we
must search for the truth and correct these mistakes. I am requesting that these issues be
resolved and/or the SOS sign a directive allowing me Ballot Access for the May 4™ primary.

As the Governor, T am asking that you look into this malter for resolution because it doesn’l
seem right to: prevent a legitimate candidate from appearing on the Ballot; disenfranchisc voters
by limiting their choice of candidates; ignoring the voice of the people who signed the petition to
get me on the ballot and for SOS not to provide me other options or assistance is just wrong.
Livery person has the right to have an effective, free, {air, open and honest political process. I am
asking for the same rights and privileges afford to every other person of this State. My rights
have been violated, so T am asking for your assistance in search of the truth. As the Chief
Elections Officer for the State of Ohio, the SOS has the authority to look into these matters
expeditiously and place me on the May 4t primary ballot. T'eel free to contact me should you
need additiopal information.

Sinq;:ﬁel)/g/
Ry
[l . B
raci-fohnson, Candidate 1 o
United States Senate L: ?@H f)[ /
/ 2

Tohnson for United States Senate Campaign, 2448 Pearsomway, Hiltiard Ohio 43626 - 614-021-8722 § cwes
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