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Now coines Relator Traci .lohnson, on relation to the State of Ohio, and for her Complaint for

Writ of Mandamus against Respondents Ohio Secretary of State Jetnifer Biunner and the Franklin

Lucas, Haniilton, Summit, Lorain and Cuyahoga County Boards of Elections, states as follows:

INTRODUCTION

1. This is an original action for a writ of mandainus to compel the Seeretaiy of State to certify

Relator Traci Jolmson as a candidate for the Democratic Party's nomination for election to the office of

the Oiuted Statcs Setiate and to instruct the 88 coanty boards of elections to place her name on to the

ballot for the upcomiog Democratic Party Primary Election.

JURISDICTION

2. This court has original jurisdiction over this action pursuant to Article IV, Seetion 2(B)(1), et

seq. of the Ohio Constitution.

PARTIES

3. Relator Traci Johnson is a qualified elector residing in Franklin County wlio desires to be a

candidate for ttie Democratic Party nomination for election to the office of the United States Senate.

4. Respondent Jennifer Brunner is thc Ohio Secretary of State, chief elections oflicer of

the State of Ohio and candidate for the Deniocratio Party noinination for eleetion to the office oi'the

United States Senate.

5. Respondents, Franklin, Lucas, Hamilton, Summit, Lorain and Cuyahoga County Board of

Elections are the 6 out of 17 Board of Elections ttiat received part petitions from the Secretary of State

and was tasked to verify signatures for Traci Johnson pursuant to instruction found in Directive 2010-20.

A true and accurate copy of the Directive 2010-20 is attached as Exhibit I and made a part hereof.



ALLEGATIONS

6. R. C. Chapter 3513 sets forth the requirements for ballot access for persons desiring to beconie

a candidate for a party nomiuation. In non-presidential primary years, such persons must file a

declaration of candidacy and petition on or before the seventy-fifth day before the day of the primary

election. The requirements for the form and content of the declaration and petition are found in R.C.

3513.07 .

7. To qualify as a candidate for the Democratic notninatiou for election to the office of IJnited

States Senate, Ms. Johnson needed to file, on or before February 18, 2010, a Declaration of Candidacy

and Petition containing the signatures of at least 1,000 electors who are members of the Democratic Party.

8. The Ohio Secretary of State publishes Form No. 2-B, entitled "Declaration of

Candidacy: Party Primary Election," for use by persons desiring to become a candidate for a party

nomination.

9. On February 18, 2008, Ms. Johnson personally filed her Deolaration of Candidacy and

Candidate Petition (on Form No. 2-B) witli the Secretary of State (hereafier referred to as the "Petition"

or "Part Petition")

10. At the time of this filing, the Secretaiy of State's office issued Ms. Johnson a

Receipt # 669136 indicating and acknowledging that she had filed approximately 2100 signatures. The

receipt is dated as being received on February 18, 2010. The original petition was time stamped at

12:05pm and aocompanied by the dated receipt. A true and accurate copy of the receipt is attached as

Exhibit 2 and made a part hereof.

11. On March 5, 2010, the Secretaty's office sent a letter, which Ms. Johnson

received on March 10 via regular niai 1, stating that the Secretary was not certifying her candidacy due to a
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lack of sufficient valid signatures. The letter informed Ms. Joltnson that she had 834 valid signatures

and that her name wordd not appear on the Democratic Party's ballot at the May 4, 2010 Primary Election.

A true and accurate copy of the letter is attaclied as Exhibit 3 and made a part hereof

12. On March 11, 2010, Ms. Johnson oainpaign began to validate the close to 1024 invalid

signatures on the "Part Petitioos" for 17 counties boards of elections. Then discovered, on March 5,

2010, the secretary of state issued Directive 2010-42 to the county boards of elections. 'I'he directive

contained the form of the primaiy-etection ballots for the major and minor political parties, but Johnson's

name did not appear on the form as a candidate for the primaiy election. By letter dated the same day that

the directive was issued; the secretary of state noti$ed Johnson that she was not certifying her candidacy,

because of a lack of sufficient valid signatures on his petition. The Secretary determined that Jobnson had

submitted 834 signatures, wliich was 166 signatures less than the 1000 valid signatures required for her

name to be placed on the primary-election ballot.

13. On March 24, 2010, Ms_ Johnson contacted the Secretary's office, requesting to have a second

review of her part petitions, calling into question approx. 170 errors identified.. Encouraged by the March

10, 2010, invitation by the Secretary to Mr. Steve Christopher (STATE ex rel. STEVE CHRISTOPHER)

"I'm surprised that he hasn't just called or coine to our- office to try to resolve what he claims are

discrepancies .... ........ We would be more than happy to work through this issue with him, if he would

ask us." Ms. Johnson called the Secretary's office expecting the sarne invitation. Instead was transferred

to Brian Shinn, Elections Attorney for the Secretary of State. She was denied the above assistance and

referred to the Ohio Supreme Court.

14. Upon review of the checked petitions and work logs, the Secretary claims that

Ms. Johnson is 166 signatures short of the required 1000 valid signatures. Upon review of

the part petitions checked by the 6 Board of Elections (listed above in 5.), it is clear that the

Boards did not follow the Law and Directive 2010-20 with regard to 170 or more signatures of the 1024

5



signatures that were invalidated by the 6 County Boards of Elcotions (listed above in 5.). A copy of

the work log is attaclied as Exhibit 4 and made a part hereof.

15. Upon review of the chccked part petitions, it becanie clear, Boards of Elections used differeiit

standards to validate part petitions. What is valid and acceptable in one county is invalid and disqualified

in another county. Disproportionate resources in the cotinties add to the unconstitutional legitimacy of the

validation process. Refusing to ceitify Ms. Johnson's nominating pe6tiorts is an unconstitutional

infringement of her right to ballot acccss and the right of a voter to vote for a caitdidatc of their choice as

guaranteed by the First and Fourteenth Ainendments of the Constitution of the United States of America.

16. Upon review of the checked part petitions, it becatne clear that the 6 Board of Elections did

not follow the Law and the Directive 2010-20 with regard to validating signatures on Ms. Johnson's part

petitions. Noting the difterent staudards use to evaluate petition by the boards of election and rejecting

valid signatures that would justify Ms. Johnson's placenient on the Ballot.

17. Prior to April 9, 2010, Ms. Johnson was verifying petitions, seeking ballot access options

which included working with Boards of Elections across 17 counties, contacting the Secretary and

Governor to rectify the mistake absent litigation. The 6 board of elections responded that they would need

to be contacted or be provided a directive from the Secretary of State and a directive could be received

absence litigation. Ms. Johnson contacted the Secretary repeatedly March 24, 2010 and April 9, 2010

(copy of email in exhibit 5) to eonfirin infonnation and to seek additional recourse. On April 9, 2010 she

was transferred to Briart Shinn, Elections Attorney for the Secretary of State who said in so many words,

give up and go away. The Secretary is Ms. Johnson oppotient in this US Senate race. Ms. Johnson

diligently sought legal counsel due to the lack of above assistance. Due to the amount time (May 4`n

primary election) in which to find a positive resolution, these mistakes could not expeditiously be

resolved. Ms Johnson has requested assistance from the Secretary - her opponent and the Governor in

letters dated April 8, 2010. A true and accurate copy attached of email and letters as Exhibit 5 and made
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a part hercof.

18. Since April 13, the 6 Board of Elections and Secretaiy has refused to conduct a second

review of Ms. Johnson's part petitions in compliance with Directive 2010-20.

CLAIIVI FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS

19. Relator restates the allegations in paragraphs I through 18 as if fully restated herein.

20. Relator's Petition satisfies the requirements of R.C. 3513.05 and other applicable provisions

of Ohio election law. Notwithstanding the invalidation of some signatures, the Petition, which Relator

filed with the Secretary of State on February 18, 2010, contains a sufficient number of valid signatures of

electors who are qualified to sign the d.eclaration of candidacy party primary petition for statewide

candidates of the Demoeratie Party.

21. Accordingly, the Secretary has a clear legal duty to eertify Relator as a candidate for the

Democratic Party nomination for election to the otEce of US Senator the same office the Secretary herself

is seeking this election as Ms. Johnson's opponent. Also to instruet the county boards of election to place

her name on the ballot for the Democratic Party Primary election on May 4, 2010.

22. The alternative, the Secretary has a clear legal duty to send all of the part petitions that

Relator filed with her office on February 18, 2010, to the county boards of elections for verification and,

upon being infortned by the boards of elections that Relator's Petition contains 1,000 or more valid

signatures, to certify Relator's candidacy and instruct the county boards of elections to place her name on

the Democratic Primary ballot.

23. Tlie Secretary and the County Board of Elections abused their discretion and acted in

clear disregard of the law by not following Directive 2010-20 with regard to Ms. Johnson's part petition.

This then led to the Secretary not issuing verification on and not eertifying, Ms. Johnson candidacy for

the Democratic Party nomination for election to the office of United States Senate.
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24. Relator has a clear legal right to be certified as a candidate and to have her narne placed on

the ballot for the Democratic Party primary. In the alternative, Relator has a clear legal right to have the

Boards of Elections fol l ow Directive 2010-20 witli regard to verifying signatures on part petitions.

25. Relator has no other adequate reinedy at law.
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WHEREFORE, Relator prays for judgment against Respondents and that the Court:

A. Adjudge, decree and declare the rights and other legal relations of the parties to the subject

matter in controversy in order that such declarations shall have the force and effect of final judgment and

that the Court retain jurisdiction of this inatter for the purpose of enforcing the Court's Orders;

B. Issue a Peremptory and/or Permanent Writ of Mandamus directing the Secretary of State to

certify Relator as a candidate for the Democratic Party's nomination for election to the office of United

States Senate and to instruct the county boards of election to place her name on the Democratic Party

Primary ballot for May 4, 2010, or gencral thereafter.

or

C. In the alternative, issues a Pereinptory and/or Permanent Writ of Mandamus directing the

Boards of Elections to conduct a second review of her part petition which Relator filed on February 18,

2010, in conformity with Directive 2010-20 and, further, upon hearing from the boards that Relator

submitted 1858 signatures, to certify Relator as a candidate for the Democratic party nomination

for election to the office of the United States Senate; for the primary or general election.

or

D. Issue a Peremptory and/or Permanent Writ and/or an Alternative Writ of Mandamus

directing the Seeretaty of State to allow Relator as a candidate for the Democratic Party's nomination for

election to the office of United States Senate to re-do petition process in the counties that provide more

access resources and options.

E. Issue an Alternative Writ staying the Secretary's decision not to certify Relator

as a candidate and, further, directing the Secretary to instruct the county boards of elections to place

Relator's name on the Democratic Party Primary ballot pending the Court's resolution of Relator's

mandainus claim;
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F. Grant such other and fizrther relief, as the Court deems'e itabJe, just and proper.

Re^pe i'ully^'ir,.tlx)nitted,

raci Joysott
4$,Pearsonway

I3ilhfard, Ohio 43026
(f^14)921-8722
info@johnsonforussenate.com

STATr OF OHIO )

)
)(COUNTY OF FRANKLIN

AFFIDAVIT

ss:

I, Traci Johnson, being first duly sworn according to law, depose and state that I have read the

foregoing complaint for Writ of Mandamus aiid the statements contained in the Conrplaint, which are

incorporated and made, as part ofthis Affidavit as if completely rewritten hereiu

personal knowledge and I am competent to testify to same.

i

L raciJohnson
'

1211
Sworn to and subscribe to in my presence __ this day of Aprit, 2010.

gFRFIF.RO HARRIS JR.
Notary Pu61ic, State of Ohio

My Commission Exp¢es Mac 12.2013

f^y

true based on iny
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PI3AECIPE TO CLERK

I'lease serve the foregoing Complaint for Writ of Mandamus on the Respondents named herein as

follows:

HON. 7ENN1 FER BRUNN ER

OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE

180 East Broad Street

Columbus, Ohio 43015

HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD

OF ELECTIONS

824 Broadway
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-134

And

FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD

OF ELECTIONS

250 East Broad Street

Columbus, Ohio 43015

LUCAS COUNTY BOARD

OF ELECTIONS

One Government Center

Suite 300
Toledo, Oti 43604

SUMMIT COIJNTY BOARD

OF ELECTIONS

470 Grant Street

Akron, Ohio 44311

LORAIN COUNTY BOARD

OF ELECTIONS

1985 North Ridge Rd., East

Lorain, OH 44055

CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD

OF ELECTICjNS

2925 Euclid, P.venue
CleveladtY; O,I}io 44115
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CERTIFICATF OF SEIaVICE

I certify t af a true copy of the foregoing document was sent by fax to the following on

this day of Apri12010:

Richard Cordray (0038034)

OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL

30 East Broad Street, 17tti Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43015

(614) 466-4320
(614) 466-5087 Fax
Counsel for Respondent Ohio Secretary of State

Ronald J. O'Brien (0026965)
FRANRLIN COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

373 South High Street, 14th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43015

(614) 462-3555

(614) 462-6193 Fax

Counsel for Respondent Franklin County Board of Eleetions
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I)1REC"I'1V1? 2ato-wo
Vcliruatl,!??, 2010

To: A1;C.. C'QL?N`I'Y BOARDS ClP Ll.l!.CT

Re: 1'utitioer extt'ratci Ttrians€riz fcae° U.S. uc;nate

Hnclnsed for y-our rm% anclveri6caLion i, 1'raci ,loltnson's clucEaraLion of candidacy and
petitton tos• statetvicte ol1`ice of U.S. Senate ih tt t1 ris tiled in (he tieet•etat y of StatG's i>ii'icc: nn
February i8, 2trYo. 'rtte faets of ctuttlifictdionfor sit;ncers anrl ei rocitntbt s nl'the pat 1 prti tiois
are tletcrniinecl as of tlae ctatcthe petition cvas file<l in the Seuotay ctf State's nf[icr, iittat is:
February it3, 2oto. Ploase ncttc tliat t3ri dtftcr^s frc,m 1 he st udat^d usca fr^r t:he st ttr issue
ptirt petitions yon recently examined, forwhich Chnste, qualifications were cleteemipcd based on
tlro doe ali4trt petition wase;xainined by i:hehoard, rmtthc date the petitictn wasiilocl.

You rottst examine ttae petititans according to thereqtttrcntents of R_C, 33t3.o3 (recluirennents of
dc-clnrxllious Ulcand'rilacy), I:.C. 35ot.g$ (rnh.sgotierniug petitions), R.C. 35ot.0i1 (dcfinition of
"sig,natlu•e"), nncll:he c;nelosed instructions, Yonr board nntst c crli fy the v,tliclity and sufficiency
nf the petitior pape"rs bybZaernh t, 2tt1o, All petition trapers anct certiticationCorttis tnust be
ret.nrned to #hisc>fHce, hy 1Vlarch 3, ^ ttY,+3, w^^ .^ inNi_ho<l.th^it pt nvidesnrraordof sc.nili^g,
l7'nlt'titg ti±'hilc in ttt><n5tt antl receipt itpon tk tn ery_(1 x nnplt_s C c39'iftect U . S. hlail vL PS
t?edEx: , You also niciy return tltrin in pers^rn.

1Vhcn examining each part laetiliott, please remembi,!r Ihtit:

c, Asigncr of the siibjec.t declaration of c<wdidcicy tuust be a clualilieci elector wltUsc
q xnli'Pying vot nt ,tddtess istocated in I he Statt• rrf Ohio and wastl'tc +t3iliated with the
Democratic Party (see helo4vfor nnore (letitils on thisissue).

o ;11ederalcourthasruladnnetinstitulicmalilccprot-isionoiR.C.3,'yo[3.nb(A)thatreqitireda
circcilator oi'a declaration of candiclacy or nonunaiiug petitinn to he, a resident of Ohia.
Conseqttentjy, acireca3artc7r of dhe. subje.ct cle.clnralicrn nf ertnclidacy ts nOCreyuirectto be ti
qtaaliPicet eie.cto,r of C)lsics. Elutrever, if thc circtittrtor is a clu.ilitied cl^sc+tor of C)lrit^, th<„
cii•cnlator mustlx afl'ili<tttx( Mtlz the lleniocraxtic: S'ax°ty, itniess the circulator is Ptie
candicl;rie ntmed in the petition'sdecslar<[ion of ciiucliditg, and isexernptedby li:C.
3513. t97 (C)(q) fi-nrn khe 1->arCy, afiliatian rule c.i>nl;tinea in the seventl'i paragraph of R.C.
35i3.o51

urposes of signint; or circcalut$u#; a petition of r:anclid<icy lrtr major Political party
numitiaiion or electictlt nnder It.C. 35t3.05, an clectctt is cons9clercd to Me a nlninlier of a politiczil
pat'tvoltltc^c,anclidateiltltesignei nrcu•ciFltiCcreither;

Voted in that parh>'s pritnarv election Nvithin Lhe preceding (wo calendar years (2008-
2009), or

o Did notvol:cin any otlter I> ictys prim:u,1^ electioii tsithin thc preceding tcvp caT^
(2o08-sroct9).



pirccti>>c_'2otq io N3aiioLI' irly t'ancldale f't tNir>n :,Iolinsotl_._ L age 2 o1?3

bGe remirut y«u that, althout;lt IZ.('. 35oa.;:}t{C".) provwu, that a si }net's xdclr ss on a petition
st m.rtch tlh sil;ncr;s acldress uu file 10th thcboard ol electitms, uo Sin.ki re;quiremcnt cxtepds

todhc adclresses ut cmnclitlcetes or circiile4ors. {4Vltile: Uds rloea taot sec+rn ta Iw wlxMF<<auld be tS
spirit ai tliclaic, it is Tlae tettcr of the lFiti°,antl unti(clianged bvthe sh}t:e let;is(aiurc, Wu musk
Pollow this rescdt )'Pliis is bc.c.ata"c st+ite latv Inc rel}- rNrlnire:; iliiit a randi+_late for U.S. Senate
m ast lie a clu:zlilicd c tCG oV ol'i lte Stattibf Qh io, €Lottstrdtu±niltir, Cl`tta'c is t1c b.isis in lsitiv Iot'
inr lub tirrga pnrt petili<mn:3ohdyIarcause Chc adi.tresy (rf thrcandiclatc and/or ciariahitur nn llutt
liart Imtilioti alif(ets Gro2ii tlae address can 1'ilvtt=iihUi boarcl oLctlectiiitis.

T F ryni rvcni4e onc c1r im7rr part heI it ion hnt7c i s signed hg• a circuln tor Gvhc
trntu auothercc,miy, plaasecnnfa 1 that e=tlsbutuA afclatatiuns Lo ccrnl
registr7tioii and party al-tiliatio

EEvnu have unp etuet:kicf
17itisiom at 61*464?,,

£snc.loa

pelition or at}r part pt titicm, plo-nse et
pc riate*yotir cot^peration.
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ecrefary ol':`ltarte'sz l.nstrctctioras
to Corisity Boards of Electiona r•egarcling

if L>ce^aca Staate IVYA LiDI2 Po]itiaarl 1'axrty C;and:icl:ctc I'c^titions
(Revised Code Fvhaplert;,3501, 35178, and 3513)

1'1'OI2 tt;

A. tpaaasfificiat'rosxs

P. 1'erler2l courE: has rnleil unconstitntionaltire provision of R:C. 3,503.U6(A) thal redtinred a circulator cif a
(eclaralion of c and iclacy or notlliswl ing hetition to be an elcctor o rosiilexLt oi' C7hio. (See Atlvisaarirzt3o)-
nq. ) llouiervcr, nnder R.C".-. 3513.07, ciic,utators otc,andidate heIitions oausC ]ast t:he circtilator's pa rrnarnent
aidclress. I-tozve.ver, ttulikc signers of hoili<in5, theire is no hasis in ltnw ft>r inm llidatiny, a part-hetitit,n if
the address of a eircnlatoi Wo is an t 3htn elccwr cliffi=rs froni t1ie address pn fite, iaith a lxrtard of rlections.

Ohio Attornep GenErt•al Opinion ,-,cnta-oitn(issncrlJanuaryi;, `7orn')int:erpreted R.C. a9(ii.oi(13) aind
t2.C'. 2967.t6(C) to aonclnde that lacr:sons wtPro were convictod of telony offenses pt'ior lo 11ltty 2, aoob
•reelif;rbletocircxrlatepetilionsini?hio. Adcliticmally,personswhowerc;convictei]o#'fclrniyoffer7ses
on oi allcr INaiy 2 , -tio6, 4vho lra.vr, scrvetl thr,urcntire se.ntence withoiti: any posl-relcasc c9nCrol
sanetions, who haiveheen gr,ant'cci finrrl r<1vischy the Ohio iaratwther• state's :kltrLt ['arole <1.uthority, ur
who haz-e{ompIrted d7r.irperiod of anyronmuiiiity control sanelixws (priibat.ioti)mei' also circnlaCe
hatitions in C7hto. You n1<ty seek tht astiirsCancc ofyonr connty'hrosc.cutorantl/ort+Icr1, of cortrt_s to
cliaernriue wlietlrer a ciroulatorwho um:.cbnvicted of ar Iclony olfcn4o after Ittay 2, 2oo6 is eligibli^; to
ekculate a t7etition. Aclciftionally, il jon deCirrnine thnt a person who was convEete.d of a felonti> offenscr
afCci• tvlaV 2, 2t.ro6 is not cligihle to c ir cnhte :r putition,phasc re;laort Iaris inl'ornritictn to the lileclions
Division of the bccretrrry otState's olfice. "flntiwol1 assist oiher boards of electidns in determiitii>,r, the
qu a lilieation5 of circ mlutocs in thei r eorin i:iz>.s.

Vdbile c.iretilatoi:s of aurvcleclaration r,f candicl rc:y for a p.u9isan canclir3ate are not rednireil tnhe Ohio
cleGttovs, if the. circnlator i,in Ohio elector h</4hc rniist he alfilfated ivith thc political party ofthe.
cauchclritr: nanartd on Ihait decltu=ition of candidacV or bt nnarlfiliataxl, 11711es4 the t irr:niat«r is the candicta[.e
nttmed in thal pctitionand is exeanptud bw 12 C'. 35>3.r9i(C;)(4) frointhe party affiliation rule contained in
fihe ^;eventh paragt'alah of It.G, :3573.05: l+or pnrposesof circeilatin^ a ctectanation ofcandidacy, an clcetor
is etinsidcreil aifliliateCt "=ith a Irolitictrl I?tn`ty ot theran+lida I e if'the c.i.rc.trlartc:r eiihert

r. Votedirithat party's primaryclet;tit7n withinthelrreccalingl:wo calendar years (2(-W or2ota9), or
2. 1)iai iiotvote iti an}rother patfy's priapairy clcction n+ath'm tho preceding tivo calendar yeairs.

B. t)ireerlaf:or`s Stattc:al7ent

1;ach part pe.tilion niust: contain a circulator's statenient Lh;u is completed as rectuirt;d b), law. 't'he
circulator's statciuetrt mnst inclticle the fillinwinl, inforrnatiirn:

1. Thenaniberofsif;riatnreswiinessedbyLh.ttcirc.Ufator,
:z. t'he signature cifthe circiilatot;
;j. The circiilrrUoi's permanent residenee ailclress (Cloe: not hace to he zxn address in Ohio), and

I 1'heniunc ratd aiclchcss -- c.1:., 51 reei: iiameamcl number, city, and state; or post oftice box nruriher,
city, and stato;or slreetnaane and nambe.r, ancl ztp code; or prrst c>flke box,mnnher andzip codc -
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It7sY'C)1.2'I'YPdG FORM
STA:PI'sWCl)7?: CAIVfl3i7)lsT'L; i'I's 1ITrON
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canitidate for thc officeof U.S. Seaiatza, arc as [olloties:

i. Rantber i3f vAlid part petitians .........
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March 5, 2010

fd R tJ 4V NS Rry' ";-
S n.c R €='TA SyY C9F S T A °n:

t£3U LASI 3ROAD 6TREEI", 16TH FLOOR

CoLur,Hus, oHio 43215 USA

TEL: 1 -877-767-6446 FAX: 1-614-644-0649

Traci3ohnson
2448 Pearson Way
Hilliard, OH 43026

Re: Declaration of candidacy and petition

On February i8, 2oio, you filed a declaration of candidacy ancl petition with the Ohio Secretary
.,....^^_ ,u_u.^, U:. ^ U- L'_

Senator at the iv7ay 4, 2oio Primary Election.

I regret to inform you that your candidacy was not certified due to a laclc of sufficient valid
--sigiiatures. Ohio taw rcquires at leasc iuoo valid signatures irom Ohio eiecturs who are

affiliated with the same political party as the candidate or who are unaffiliated. You only
submitted 834 valid signatures with your declaration of candidacy and petition. '1'his means
that your name will not appear on the Democratic Party's ballot at the May 4, 2oxo Primary
Election.

You may contact Brian E. Shinn, Assistant General Counsel and Chief Elections Counsel, at 614-
466-2585, if you have any questions.

Michael Rankin
Assistant Secretary of State



Traci Johnson
Democratic Candidate for US Senate

Received by the Secretary of State 02/18/2010
Sent to the Boards of Elections 02/26/2010

Numberof
Part-Petitions

Sent

Numberof
Valid Part
Petitions

Numberof
Valid

Signatures

Numberof
Invalid

Signatures

Numberof
Invalid Part

Petitions

Number of
Signatureson

Invalid Part
Petitions

Number of
Signatures Sent

Adams 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Allen 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ashland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ashtabula 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Athens 1 1 1. 1 0 0 2

Auglaize 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Belmont 1 1 0 1 0 0 1

Brown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Butler o 0 0 0 0 0 0

Carroll 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Champaign 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Clark 1 1 4 1 0 0 5

Clermont 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Clinton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Columbiana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Coshocton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Crawford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cuyahoga 2 2 8 21 0 0 29

Darke 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Defiance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Delaware 3 3 5 3 0 0 8

Erie 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Fairfield 4 4 6 3 0 0 9

Fayette 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Franklin 67 65 ° 565 624 2 44 1233

Fulton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Gallia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Geauga 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Greene 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Guernsey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hamilton 1 1 5 13 0 0 18

Hancock 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hardin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Harrison 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

^^ !



Traci Johnson
Democratic Candidate for US Senate

Received by the Secretary of State 02/18/2010
Sent to the Boards of Elections 02/26/2010
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Petitions

Number of
Valid
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Invalid

Signatures

Number of
Invalid Part

Petitions

Number of
Signatures on

Invalid Part
Petitions

Number of
Signatures Sent

Henry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Highland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hocking 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Holmes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Huron 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Jackson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Jefferson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Knox 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lawrence 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Licking 5 5 6 2 0 0 8

Logan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lorain 2 2 20 9 0 0 29

Lucas 20 20 179 230 0 0 409

Madison 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mahoning 1 1 1 1 0 0 2

Marion 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Medina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Meigs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mercer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Miami 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Monroe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Montgomery 2 2 2 1 0 0 3

Morgan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Morrow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Muskingum

Noble

0
0

0

0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

= 0
0

Ottawa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Paulding

Perry

0

0

0
0

0

0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

Pickaway 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pike 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Portage

Preble

0

0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0

0

0
0

0
0



Traci Johnson
Democratic Candidate for US Senate
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Petitions

Number of
Signatures Sent

Putnam 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Richland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ross 1 1 1 0 0 0 1

Sandusky 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Scioto 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Seneca 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Shelby 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Stark 1 1 1 0 0 0 1

Summit 5 5 29 70 0 0 99

Trumbull 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tuscarawas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Union 1 1 1 0 0 0 1

Van Wert 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Vinton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Warren 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Washington 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wayne 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williams 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wood 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wyandot 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Grand Total 118 116 834 980 2 44 1,858

Required number of valid signatures: 1,000
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Subject: RE: Petitions Issues and per our conversation on Friday

From: "Shinn, Brian" <bshinn@sos.state.oh.us>

Date: Mon, Apr 12, 2010 8:04 am

To: <info@johnsonforussenate.com>

Ms. Joluison,

I apologize if you be[ieve that 1 was rude when we spoke on Friday. 1ltat certainly was not my

intention.

My suggeseion to you on Friday, just as it was when we spoke on March 25, was that you should
consult with an attorney of yourchoice to determine what your rights are and whether yon
should initiate a cotlrt action, as Robert Owens did.

Best wishes,

I3riarY Shinn

From: info@johnsonforussenate.com [mailto:info@johnsonforussenate.com]
Sent: Monday, April 12, 2010 9:43 AM
To: Shinn, Brian
Subject: Petitions Issues and per our conversation on Friday

Good morning, how are you doing? I am sending this email in reference to our conversations
on March 24 and Friday, April 9, 2010. I contacted you in an attempt to understand the
appeals process to have my signatures re-examined after we had discovered enough mistakes
to appear on the May 4th primary ballot. In March you informed me that there was no appeal
process to utilize and you suggested that we find recourse with the Ohio Supreme Court.
On Friday, April 9, 2010, I contacted you to determine if the Ohio Secretary State Office
would release my petitions to the Boards of Elections so that they could re-examine the
petitions or if there were other options I could utilize to correct the petition mistakes. Your
response was very disturbing to me: you were rude and told me in so many words that
pursing this issue can cause impropriety to the elections process, it too late, voting has

started, let it go!
My rights have been violated by this office, mistakes have been made on my petitions and no
attempts have been made by this office to assist in the resolution. I have done what was
requested according to the instructions provided and I should be on the May 4th Primary
Ballot. I am asking the SOS to do what is right. So I don't appreciate being treated like I did

something wrong.

TJ Johnson

Copyright © 2003-2010. AII rights reserved.

I of 1 4/14/2010 1:33 PM



TRACI (TJ) JOHNSON
Candidate for

UNITED STATES SENATE
)MO

Apri18, 2010

Ohio Secretary of State
Honorable Jennifer Brumier
18Q East Broad Street, 16°i Floor
Columbus, Oliio 43215

Re: Declaration of candidacy and petition

Ilonorable Jennifer Brtmner:

This letter is being sent to you in response to your letter dated, March 5, 2010 and subsequent
conversations with your office regarding the validity of the petition signatures. When the
petitions were re-examined we discovered several mistakes by the Boards of Elections. It
however, has been determined that I have enough signatures to appear on the May 4a' pritnaiy

ballot.

'I'here were countless mistakes made by the Boards of Elections which should be reviewed;
liinited ainount of time provided to challenge discrepancies before the primary election and
policies and procedures that adversely work against candidates in this process. Regardless of
time, we must search for the truth and correct these mistakes. I ani requesting that these issues
be resolved andlor sign a directive allowing me Ballot Access for the May 4°' Primaty.

1 understand that this request may be out of the ordinary, but it doesn't seem right to: prevent a
legitimate candidate from appearing on the Ballot; disenfranchise voters by timiting their choice
of candidates; ignoring the voice of the people who signed the petition to get me on the ballot
and for your office not to provide me other options or assistance is.just wrong. Evcry person has
the right to have an effective, free, fair, open and honest political process. I ain asking for the
same rights and piivileges afford to every other person of this State. My rights have been
violated, so I am appealing to your moral conscientious - to do wbat is right. As the Chief
Elections Officer for the State of Ohio you have the authority to look into these matters
expeditiously and place me on the May 4°i primary ballot. Feel free to contact me should you

need additional-i4fonnation.

T`raci :iohnson, Candidate
t.lriited States Senate

Johnsnn for United States Senate Campaign, 2448 Pearsomvay, Hilliarcl Otiio 43026-614-927-8722



'I C'I (TJ) J® NS N
anal6daate for

UNITED STATES SENATE
01110

April 8, 2010

Governor's O11iee
Riffe Center, 30th Floor
77 South Iligh Street
Columbus, OH 43215-6108

Re: Declaration of candidacy and petition

Honorable Governor Ted Strickland,

7'his letter is being sent to you in response to a letter dated, March 5, 2010 and subsequent
conversations with the Ohio Secretary of State's Office (SOS) regarding the validity of my
petition signatures. When the petitions were re-examined we discovered several mistakes by the
Boards of Elections. It however, has been deternrined that I have enough signatures to appear on

the May 4th primaty ballot.

There were countless mistakes niade by the Boards of Elections which should be reviewed;
limited amount of time provided to cllallenge discrepancies before the primary election and no
appropriate or fair appeals process for those who cannot afford to sue. Regardless of time, we
must search for the truth and correct these mistakes. I am reqticsting that these issues be
resolved andlor tt-ie SOS sign a directive allowing me Ballot Access for the May 4th Priniary.

As the Governor, I am asking that you look into this matter for resolution because it doesn't
seem right to: prevent a legitimate candidate from appearing on the Ballot; disenfranchise voters
by limiting their choice of ca.ndidates; ignoring the voice of the people wlio signed the petition to
get me on the ballot and for SOS not to provide rne other options or assistance is just wrong.
Every person has the right to have an effective, free, fair, open and honest political process. I am
asking for the same rights and ptivileges afford to every other person of this State. My rights
have been violated, so I am asking for your assistance in search of the truth. As the Chief
Elections Officer for the State of Ohio, the SOS has the authority to look into these matters
expeditiously and place me on the May 4`h primary ballot. Feel trec to contact me should you

need additicf^al information.

9o1 sUn, Candidate
United States Senate

Johnson tor United States Senate Campaign, 2448 I'eusonway, Nilliard Ohio 43026 614-921-8722 1;...^.a
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