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Now comes the Respondent and requests to supplement the record by the addition of
Respondent’s Exhibits 174- 187. The exhibits are correspondence received from the
Relator and media coverage of this case that has been published after the hearing of the Board éf
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline. In addition, the supplement includes three
newspaper articles about Robert Broeren, an attorney previously disciplined by this Court. A
memorandum in support is included with this request.
Respectfully Submitted,

Y e

Scott A. Pullins, Esq. (0076809)
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Scott A. Pullins, Ltd., LPA

110 Bast Gambier Street, 2" Floor
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050-1186
740-392-3505

202-330-4594 FACSIMILE

www.pullinslaw.com

scott@pullinslaw.com

Respondent — Pro Se

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of this document was served upon counsel for the Relator, Michael Murman and
Edward Kagels, 14701 Detroit Av., Suite #555 Lakewood, OH 44107-4109, and Jonathan
Marshall, Secretary, The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, the Supreme
Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, 5% Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215 via first class, regular
mail, this 13™ Day of August, 2010.
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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

L EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST THAT REQUIRE
SUPPLEMENTATION OF THE RECORD.

Respondent is fully aware that this Court rarely permits the record to be supplemented in

a disciplinary case.

Ohio Sup. Ct. R. Gov't Bar V, which sets forth procedure in the disciplinary process and
affords the opportunity for a formal evidentiary hearing before a panel of the Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme Court, has no provision for
the introduction of evidence in a brief filed in the Ohio Supreme Court ov in the oral
argument 1o the Court. Only in the most exceptional circumstances would the Court
accept additional evidence at that late stage of the proceedings.

Disciplinary Counsel v. Lentes, 120 Ohio Si. 3d 431 (Ohio 2008)

Nonetheless, Respondent respectfully asserts that exceptional circumstances do exist in
this case that justify supplementation. Unlike in previous cases, this Respondent fully
cooperated with the disciplinary process and provided complete evidence in support of
mitigation. One of those factors cited in mitigation was the harm that Respondent has
experienced by the overwhelming local media attention to his case that was apparently initiated
by the grievant and the Counsel for the Relator. This Court has long recognized excessive media
attention as a factor in mitigation in disciplinary cases.

Respondent, who had formerly served Butler County for 12 years, first as county court

Jjudge and then as a common pleas court judge in the domestic relations division, testified

to other costs of his misconduct and mitigation. He described how his prosecution and

the publicity surrounding it had adversely affected his family and his law practice.

Disciplinary Counsel v. Conese, 102 Ohio St. 3d 439, 441 (Ohio 2004)

Respondent’s additional exhibits certainly enhance and support the evidence already offered

concerning this issue.

1L RESPONDENT’S MEDIA COVERAGE, WHEN COMPARED WITH
BROEREN’S IS STRIKING AND ILLUSTRATES THE HARM SUFFERED.



Together with the media coverage previously submitted into evidence, Respondent has
had cighteen or more front page local stories written about him and this disciplinary matter.
And Respondent is not a public official, a political candidate, or a judge.

At the same time, attorney Rob Broeren, who was sanctioned by this Court, previously
served as an Assistant Knox County Prosecutor and now serves as the Assistant City
Prosecutor, both public offices. A total of two front page articles were written about Mr.
Broeren’s misconduct.

Respondent is well aware that life is not fair and media coverage does not even pretend to
be fair nowadays. Nonetheless, the contrast between his treatment by the media and
Broeren’s is striking and helps to illustrate the harm that has been caused by it and the reasons it
should be recognized as a factor in mitigation.

Respondent requests that this Court grant his motion to supplement the record. Thank

you.
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Pullins’ hearmg to continue on October 29

! By ADAM TAYLOR
KnoxPages Managing Editor
|

COLUMBLS « The hearing for a Mount Vernon aﬁdrney facing a three-judge panel at the Chie Supreme Court's Board of
| Comtmissioniers on Grigvances and Discipline whici began Tugsday will resume on Oct, 29,

i
: |
i Scett Pullins is. accused of professional mlscanducfl including rotary fraud, forgery, sbuse of
subpoena power, disrespecting a judge and vwcngfblly #coUsing an attorney n another case of
. commﬂlng legal malprasctice.

* The hearing process is much like & trial. The.pariel wﬂl continue to hear tesurnnny and svaluate
. eudencs when it resumes.

A compilairt, filed it February by Special Prosecutor Michael E. Murman, said Pullins

; unsuctessfully tried to have Knax Courty Common #leas Judge Otho Eyster disqualified by the ““Scott Puliins
Ohio Suprema Court frém hearing & case where hie was seeking & profection order against a
memiber of the Appie Va\ley Property Owners Assocation in 2008, in it, Pulins admitted to filing three separate comglgints
against Eyster with the disciplinary counsal and accused the judge of being biased,

In Chio; altorneys are forbidden by a code of ethics from making statements about grisvances and cannot degrade or make
: discourtecus. statermernits about a judge, Murman argffed in the complaint

_‘ Pulling ratér. filed @ {awswit on behaff of his wife and father-in-law against the Apple Valley Property Owner's Assogiation where
; he forged her signature and notarized fhe complaint, ‘according to Murman.

‘ltis alleged that somefime later, he issued a subpoenia for Eyster's wife i 2n apparent atternpl to have te judge removed from
- hearing a case Puling filed against the AVPOA and ifs general manager, J&ff Rarmer.

And in another aitempii t6 have the judge disqualified, the wﬁuprainta\leges that Pullins filed a document containing false
: statements about Eyster.
’ |
In Chio, attorneys are forbidden from making disresp‘ecn‘ul statemtents about judges and courts. Pullins issued a staterment in
. February, saying the judge was biased. Click hera to }read'ﬂhe statement.

If found quilty of the miscanduct charges, Pulins could be disbarred, suspanded or reprimandec.
i
i View Local Nows Archives &
i )
]
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Mount Vernon News

Pullins’ fate in hands of disciplinary board

By Sammantha Scoles
November 25, 2009

MOUNT VERNON — The disciplinary case agamst local attorney Scott Pullins inches closer 1o closure,
bat a final ruling may not come until February.

Last month, a three-judge pancliheard the ¢ase, which charges Pullins with seven counts of professional
misconduct.

“The case was heard by a panel'that is advising the Supreme Court,” said Michael E. Murman, special
prosecutor to Disciplinary Counsel who wrote the complaint against Pullins.

The next step, Murmarn said, is for the panel to construct a confidential report with 2 recommendation to
the full disciplinary board. The hoard will meet in December, but Murman questions whether that wilt be
etiongh time for the panet to rcvxew all of the information.

“I know the panei chair likes to have the hearing transcript in hand,” Murman said. “It's more likely to
have a recommendation in February »

The full board, which corsists of;-28 members, meets every other month.

“Board mieetings are highly confi;dential- and have afl the sanctity of deliberation as 4 jury,” he said.

The board, according to Murman, can suggest to dismiss all seven counts against Pulling, or to find that

“clear and convincing evidence ™ was found showing one or more violations,

The written recommendation will then be seut to the Ohio Supreme Court, which makes the final
conclusion. After both sides are provided with the ruling, each would then have the opportunity to file
writteri objections to the ruling, Murman said,

Murman said the Supreme Court has around 100 miscenduct complaints certified each year, [n 2008, 67
disciplinary decisions were handed down. Through Cict, 2, 69 decisions have been madg this vear.

According to the Ohio Consntutlon the Supreme Court is charged with the regulation of the practice of
law.

“It is for the protection of the puﬁlic Murman said. *Other professions, like doctors, murses or
pharmacists, have systems in placp to see 1o those who deviate from aceeptable standards. Attorneys and
_[udges are no different.” ;

; amamka_.sr,oias GHROUnE VeI ROnRews. con
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-synonyraous with [such a violation:

Mount Vernon News

Panel recommends Pullins be suspended

By Samantha Scoles
May 13, 2010

MOUNT YERNON — A Mount Vernon attorney whe faced multiple counts of professional misconduct
could lese his law license indefinitely after the Board of Comumissioners on Grievances and Discipling
filed its finding Wednesday with.the Ohio Supreme Court.

The 28-member panel recommend:

ed Scott Pullins be sanctioned with an indefinite suspension after

finding he committed more than 35 violations of the Codes of Professionat Responsibility, the Rules of
Professional Conduct and the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio. The Findings
of Fact, Conclusions of Law andRecommendation shows the board believed Pulling acted with a
“dishonest and selfish motive™ by abusing his position as an attorney to obtain subpoenas to investigate
people posting negative remarks about him on the Internet.

“His alfegations against judges and prosecutors, and his explanation of his abuse of process, were false
and dishonest,” the findings stated.

The board, made up of 17 fawyers, seven judges and four lay people appointed by the Ohio Supreme

Court, concluded Pulling acted wh

h a pattern: of miscenduct on multiple offenses for several vears. In

addition, it found Pullins refused :fo accept the nature of his misconduct as inappropriate, and stated
Pullins® apology to visiting Judge Thomas Curran was simply “lip-service.”

“The panel’s ability to describe [Puilins’] lack of understanding of the wrongfulness of his acts is almost
heyond the power to describe. [Hi;is] apology to Curran Jacked sircerity,” the document stated.
|

The violations include incidences|of making false accusations against a judge; conduct involving

- dishonesty, fraud, deceit or-misrepresentation; conduet adversely reflecting on a lawyer’s fithess to

practioe!law; and the requirement to show respect to the court, among others.

“The demeanor and testimony of lPuuins] lead the panel to find that [Pullins] believed his actions were
justified and it is the judges and the other individuals, of whom he complains, who are wrong,” the

document stated. |

The final eircurnstance in the find ng showed Pulling acts of misconduct harmed the reputations of

Jjudges, attorneys and lay people.

“Those individuals who lad nothing to do with a case and who were subpoenaed, were put under stress
and inconvenience. ... The infliction of such distress did not seem to concern [Pulling],” the finding

stated.

The panel did find there was a lack of evidence for four different allegations. Those points were
dismissed by the panel and not indluded when making the recommendation,

Accord‘iﬁg to Michael Murman, special prosecutor appointed by the Disciplinary Counsel, z three-
member panel heard the original case over two days in Octeber, made a decision based on the law and

provided a recommendation to the

independent decision on their own|
much fike a jury deliberation ™

entire 28 members on April 9.

: “They:heard the report from the three-member panei and then they deliberated and made an

" Muzman said. “They do that in a private, confidential proceeding

In resporise to the panel’s conchusion to recommend an indefinite suspension, Murman said he is happy.

“I’ve been interested in what’s going on with this case and how our evidence was received,” Murman

said “It was the recommendation I
For at least one member of the pan
Joseph Vukovich disagresd with fo
that Pullins acted with “dishonestly

“For support, it is maintained that

made.”

el, not all of the evidence provided by Murman was conclusive. Judge
ur points, On two separate counts, Vukovich said he could not fing
, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation.”

sverzealous representation, abuse of process, and recklessness is not
. Vukovich said in his statement of dissent.

He defended Pullins, despite his “bizarre behavior,” as being “articulate, respectful, cooperative and

showed skill at the hearing”
He recommended Puilins be given

“Judge Vukovich's lengthy dissent

4 two-year suspension with 18 months stayed.

reflests more accurately the law and the facts of what happened,”

said Pulling, who had not read the finding when questioned Wednesday afternoon by the News.

Pullins’ own recommendation for sanction was a public reprimand.

*... I recommended that the panel é_nd anumber of vidlations, but clearly not 30,” Pullins said_. “I Beliewe
the Disciplinary Counsel defiberatly overcharged me in order to make the situation seem worse thar it

really is.”

According to Murman, the Suprem
filed. The arder will give instructio:

L Coutt will issue an order to both sides stating the report has been
1is to file an objection if either party finds issue with the final
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recommendation.

Objections will be heard in front of the entire seven-member Ohio Supreme Court. Munnan said each
side will receive 15 minates to argue its case and answer questions from the court’s justices.

The OSC will then issue a final decision on sanctions against Puliins,
“This is a recommendation from the panel,” Pulling said. “The Ohio Supreme Court makes the final

decigion. My license is still intagt. The Ohio Supreme Court frequently overtumns recommendations from
these panels.”

An indefinite suspension requirés a two-year minimum wait before an application of reinstatement ¢an
be filed with the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline. A new threc-member panel
would be assembled to hear the plea for reinstatement.

“The respondent has the burdeniof proof by clear and convincing evidence at 2 hearing that he has the
Tequisite character and fitness, together with the legal skills and knowledge, to be reinstated to the
practice of faw,” Murman said. “There is no presumption that just because he once was a tawyer that he
is qualified to be a lawyer again.iHe’d have the burden to prove it.”

?uﬂiﬁs holds faith the O8C will tecommiend a sanction that is more representative to how he feels the
case unfolded. However, if that outcome does not fall in his favor, he is prepared to defend himself for
reinstatement. :

“If for some reason the Ohio Su[:}reme Court would follow this recommendation, there is no reason why

my bcense would not be reinstated. Attorneys with much more egregious violations than these have had -

their licenses reinstated and are still practicing today,” Puilins said.

- Pullins could also be required to frei'rribdrse the board for $6,171.61 in expenses.

sanmm}m..vco!es@ngun.fvernngéewv.ca'm
: i
: ) ! N .
© Progressive Communications Corporation.
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Legal Ethics

Risk-Averse Lawyeli*s Surf Net Into Stormy Ethical Seas

Posted May 13, 2010 5:50 PM CcDT
By Martha Neil ‘

An Ohio lawyer is potentially pmsed to become one of the latest examples of lawyers taken to task for online
misbehawor

Scott Pullins should be suspended indefinitely, an attorney disciplinary board has recommended, for abusing his
position as a lawyer to pursue investigations against people who posted negative comments about him an the
Internet, reports the M@mgg_ﬂgm%

A dissenting member of the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline said the recommended sanction
inthe report it filed yesterday Wlth the Ohio Supreme Court is t00 severe. Meanwhile, Pullins himself says arsprimand
would be appropriate and pomts out to the newspaper that he is still licensed as a lawyer pending any action by the
court. It not infrequently !essens recommended attorney discipline, he adds.

He is among a growing number of lawyers facing actual or potential sanctions due to conduct that perhaps mlght have

gone unnoticed in the past but is now documented online.

"it's not as If Iawyers never mlsbehaved before,” writes the National Law Journal. "But now they're making the same
- old mistakes--soliciting for sex, slamming judges, talking frash about clients—online, feawng a digstai frail for bar
counsel to follow." ; _

The article cites multiple dis-putés previously discussed in ABAJournal.com posts.

Among them, Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court Judge Shirley Strickiand Saffold has beén linked o

anonymous ntermet comments about cases to which she was assigned, resulting in her removal from- a high-profile
serial murder ¢ase. (The Clevetand Plain Dealer, which now says a Web monikér she has used is linked to online

comments related to her cases pn a number of sites, has been sued by Saffold for invasion of privacy.)

Other lawyers were disciplined or fired over social media posts. And even less obvious pitfalls, such as befnendmg
an adverse witness online, could also résult in discipline, an ethics opinion suggest

Outdated ethics rules drafted before social networking sites became ubiquitous may be-canfributing to the growing

- number of complaints, since prohibitiohs may not be clear-cut, some believe. But in the meantime attorneys should-
perhaps countto 10 ... or 100 ... before hitting the send button, according to partner Michael Downey of Hinshaw &
Culberison, who says the current ethics rules are probably adequate to address the situation. -

"They're disclosing conﬂdences; talking about pending matters, they take potshots .. . like everyone’ eise " says
Downey, the immediate past chalrman of the ABA Ethics and Technology Committeé, in explaining the problem to the
NLJ. For some reason, he says, wattomeys abandon their usual lawyerly tendency to be risk-averse when surfing the

Web.
Copyright 2010 American Baﬁ Association. All righis reserved.
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Mount Vernon Néws

Pullins files lengthy g biection

By Satnantha Scoles, Mount 'yé? mion News
Juze 4, 2010 16:31 am EDDT |
I

MOUNT VERNON ~- After tht;*. Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme
Court of Ohio handed down a récommendation to indefinitely suspend Scott Pullins’ faw license, the
local aftorney has filed a 90-page objection with the Ohio Supreme Court,

The ddcument, filed Thursday, tfneticuious]y explaing Pullins’ position on each of the seven counts of
misconduct filed againgt him and his response to-the Board’s Filing of Fact submitted to the SCO last -
month. He quotes case law as weli as deposition statements from Knox County Comimen Pleas Judge
Otho Eyster, retired Judge Thomtas Curran, as well as his own.

Pullins argues since he was never charged with harassment or abusing the discovery process it would be

impossible for him to use his lavﬂ‘ license to abuse the system or harass individuals.

“As & Tatter of law and of fact, {Pul]ins] believes he has shawn that he did not either abuyse the
discovery process or harass or hdrm any individual,” Pullins states in his objection.

In defense of several statements hade by Pullins against Eyster, he pleads he had factual and reasonable
cause 10 make the slatements. Inifact, Pulling argues that such statemants aren’t required to be true.

“Under Ohio’s long-stan&ir_lg casé law, an attomey may make a statement without incurting jeopardy,
even if the allegation later proves to be false, if jt is supported with a reasonable factual basis,” Pyllins
said. |

I
! 1

“Under the objective standard, ar:i attorney may still freely exercise free speech rights, and imake
statements supported by a reasonable basis, even if the attorney tums out to be mistaken,” Pullins
quoted from the Offiée of Discr‘]jflinary Counsel v. Gardner (Ohio 2003,

|
Pullins was permitted to practice law in the state of Ohio on Nov. 10, 2003, but did not begin to practice
until May 2005. He contends magy of the charges filed agaist him with the Board of Grigvances were
in regard to ceses from his first véar as a lawyer. Puillins admits to making rookie mistakes in some of
these cases but does not feef he should be reprimanded for inexperience.

“[Pulling] was a new lawyer appe;aring in his fitst cases. In doing so he made mistakes that greatly
angered the local judge, who refused to forgive him. Judges are required to be *patient, dignified, and
courieous to parties and their lawyers even in the most difficult circumstances®,” Pullins stated.

|
Tf upheld, Pullins believes the rec?mmen'datioa “will lead to great uncertainty for Ohio’s legal system.”
Aceording to the document, Pul]iﬁs argues he is the only victim in these proceedings.
. |

“The only petson’s reputation thai ‘has been harmed by [Pullins’] actions has been [Pullins],” he stated,
“[Pulling] has repeatedly ad_mitze'c_( to multiple instances of misconduct. [Pulling] asks this court to
sanction him based upon the evidénce and the law.”

If the Supreme Court of Ohio does:_not agree with Pulling’ original request for a-public reprimand, he
believes a six-month suspension, fillly stayed, would be appropriate.

‘Meichael Murtnan, special prosecutor assigned by the disciplinary council, will hiave 15 days to file his
* response to Pulling’ ohjections aftér which 2 hearing in front of the Supreme Court of Ohio wilt be

scheduled to allow both sides 15 minutes each to state their case. The final ruling will come from the
8o :

'garmmrha.sca.’e.ﬁ‘@g;mgmygmonnejv Com

© Progressive Communications Corporation.
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Mount Vernon News
Ohi:() Supreme Court to decide Pullins’ fate

By Saiinan‘gbg Scoles
Jane 12, 2010 7:15 am EDT

MOUNT VERNON — With the Board of Cominissioners on Grievances and Discipline’s objection
answer filed, the Chio Supreme Court wili now decide the fate of local attorney Scott Pullins,

Last month, the board recommended Pulling’ law license be suspended indefinitely after finding he was
n violation of misconduet including dishonesty, fraud, deceit and misrepresentation.

Pulling filed & 90-page objection with the court on June 3, ultimately suggesting a stayed suspension
would be a more accurate conclusion to the grievance process.

Michagel Musman, representing the disciplinary counsel, said in his answer filed Thursday, that, taken
independently, each incident would not warrant the board’s attention; however, “the number of
odccnrrences, and the persistent misconduct of [Pullins] that is the Jmost significant part] of this matter
and warrants an indefinite suspsnsion.”

In discussing the history of the case, Murman ¢ites an oral sworn statement given by Pullins in 2008,
where Pullins admits to being an inexperienced attorey, that he was under a great amount of stress and
ha! issues with his psychiatric medications. In his statement, according to Murman, Pufling said he
believed his psychiatric care, along with his contract with the Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program, would
prevent him from conducting himself in the behavior that resulted in the investigation.

The OLAP provides confidential advice, assists with interventions, treatmenr plans and aftercare
serviceé; for judges, attorneys and faw students who suffer from substance abuse, dependency and
addictidn, and menta] health concerns.

Murmaéx states the board’s recommendation s “appropriate and necessary” and should be upheld by the

.Ohiv Sipreme Court.

The next step in the process is to bring the objections to the court, where the seven judpes will listen to
each side’s argument, limited to 15 minutes cach, and make & finai ruling,

[f the sarction remains an indefinite suspension, Pullins will be required to wait two years before filing

- an application of reinstatement. His plea would then be heard by a three-memiber panel.

Pullins also faces reimbursemerit of $6,171.61 to the boad for expenses,

In other court news, an-appeal by Pullins with the Court of Appeals of Ohio, Fifth Distriet, Knox County
in-the case of Kathryn Elliot Pullins, et al, v. Jeff Harmer, et al, was denied earlier this week.

The case involved Elliott Pulling’ dismissal from the Apple Valley Property Owners Association’s board -

of directors afier she refused to recuse herself from board discussions on a lawsuit that involved her

father. -

She had Ialso requested access to specific AVPOA financial records, Ultinsately, the Knox County Court
of Common Pleas found her dismissal from the board was invalid and confirmed she did, in fact, have
the rightito look through financia? documents, although it was later determined the employment records
Elfiott Paltins requested were confiderttial

. i
samanthi. seolesEmountver iunnews.com

© Progressive Communications Corporation.
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Pullins asks for mental evaluation, reconsideration

By ADAM TAYLOR
KnoxPages Managing Editor

COLUMBLS -Attornejy Seoff Pullins is asking the Ohio Supreme Court to send his disciplinary case back %o the Board of
: Commissioners on Grievances and Disciplne and tor order & psyshiatric evaluation to determine his compeatency to practics.
- law,

Puilins filed a memarandum yestarday, asking the court to put off disciplining him afier a special prosecufor made reference to
Puling' psyshelagical ¢ondi1ion at the time he is alleged to have.committed a patiern of miscorduct betwesn 2008 and 2009,

Peiing' memorandum accuses Speacial PrnsecLﬂcr Michael Murman of misinterprafing the law and wrongfully isfluercing the

. puicame of the disciplinary investigation.

‘ He quoted Murtiar's asserfion that Pulling "was under sfress and was having difficulty with his psychiatric medications when
: most of the questionable conduct oscurred.”

: That, he argues, means Murman acknowledges his behavior ‘may not warrant the severe sanction that he previcusly
. recomriendad,” Trhe Bnard of Cemmissionars on Grievances and Discipline has recommended Pulling law license be
. suspendéd indafinitely.;

‘Ina response filed last weak furman wrote that the condust standing ak}ne may nat warrant & severe sanction; but poirits out
the amount of time, number of occurrences “and the persistant conduct” of Pulling warrants an indefinite suspension.

: Supreme Court justices were expected to schadule a hearing on the diseiplinary allegations in the near future, but must first ruie -
. &n Puling' request. He stands accused of notary fraud, abuse of the discovery process and public disrespect of a judge,
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Mount Vernon News
Pullins asks for psych evaluation

By Sarhantha Scoles
Jure 17 2010 10:19 am EDT

MOUNT VERNON — Before the Ohio Supreme Court could set a hearing date to hear objections to the
Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, attorney Scott Pullins requested the case be
remanded, or sent back, to the board.

Following disciplinary council Michael Murman’s reference 1o Pullins® mental health in his objection
answer, Pullins is now seeking an order for a psychiatric examination that would “determine his mental
comdition to practice law, his present mental condition, and his mental condition at the time of the
alieged: misconduct.”

He has'also requested the remand because the Court of Appeals of Ohio, Fifth District, Knox County
denfed Pulling’ appeal in the case of Kathrya Elliott Pullins, et al,, v, Jeff Harmer, et al. Pullins contends
Murman relied on an “erroneous matter of law” from the case,

“[Murman] esseatially adopted the position of the defendants i a case that was in the midst of litigation.
That position was categorically rejected ...” Pullins said.

Pulfins™ third and final argument for remand is Murman’s stance that Pullins® individual actions did not
show cause for alarm.

“This dlrecﬂy contradicts [Murman's] surmmation and eonduct thronghout these proceedmgs for WhICh
the ma_]csnty of the panel heavily relizd upon,” Pallins said.

Healso 'statad Murman “repeatedly characterized [him] as a paper terrorist.”

Int his answer, Murman did stafe the individual offenses would not raise red flags, but went on to say

“the number of occurrences, and the persistent misconduct of [Pullins] that is the [most significant part]

of this nﬁa:ter and warrants an indefinite suspension,”

Pullins feels the three reasons, independently and collectively, are more than enough cause to send the

~case back to the board for further action.

The boaj’d issued a recommendation of an indefintte suspensions for various acts of misconduct on
Pulling® behaif last month,

Pullins aﬁso filed a request for judicial notice in regard to the Eliiott v Harmer case.

.@ Progressive Communications Corporation,
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Mount Vernon News

Supreme Court issues four rejections to Pullins

By Sarnantha Scoles
July 2%, 2010 10:49 am EDT

MOUNT VERNON — The Ohio Supreme Court has rejected four of Scoft Pulling’ requests in his
objection to a recommended indefinite suspension. The ruling also catapults the case closerto a
¢onclusion.

The court denied Pulling’ request the case be remanded back to the Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline. Pulling argued Michael Murman, counsel for the board, introduced Pulling®
mental state, information not previously released in case documents filed with the OSC.

"[Pulliris] was under stress, and was having difficulty with his psychiatric medications when most of the
questiohable conduct occurred,” Murman wrote.

The reqiuest for judicial notice of a failed appeal with the Knox County Court of Appeals was also
denied.:

On June 28, Pullins filed a motion requesting the court to strike Count 4 of the disciplinary action and
place sanctions on Murman for frivolous action.

Count £ references Pulling’ issue of subpoenas on a casc that was suspended. Pullins conciuded any
potential for misconduct was previously investigated resulting in no action.

All fouﬁ matters were rejected by the court,
Along wj‘ith his ruling, Chief Justice Eric Brown ordered the case be scheduled for oral armunent.

‘When a:sked if he thought he was filing too many motions or requests, Pullins told the News via e-mail
he did not believe that to be the case.

“No, I would like to keep my license and the Court needs to know that this process has been unfair and
misleading from the beginning,” Pullins said.

“The faét that if [ am disciplined as Mr. Murman has requested, then no attorney in the county is safe,”
Pulfins said in a later submitted statement.

samthu seolesBmountyernonnews.com
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Bisciplinary Counsel

THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO
P— 250 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE. SUITE 325 _ " ASSISTANT DISCINARY COONSEL
| ONATHAN E. COUGHLAN i COLUMBUS. OHID 43215-7411 STACY SCLOCHEK BECKMAN
TIRST ASSISVANT ISCIPLINARY COQNSEL {61 4) 46 E*GESB HOBERT R BEHGER
] e FAX (614) 481-7205 © JOSEPH M. CALIGILRY
1.800-580-5258 CAROL A COSTA
HEATHER L. HISSOM
PHILIP A KING
August 5, 2008 _ AMY ©. STONE

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
VIA FACSIMILE (216-226-9011)AND FIRST-CLASS MAIL

- Michael E. Murman, Esq.
Murman & Associates
14701 Detroit Avenue, Suite 555
Lakewood, OH 44107

- Re: Disciplinary Counsel v. Scott A. Pullins, Esg.
Qur File Nos. A7-0684, A7-0778

Dear Mr. Murman:
_ I am writing to confirm that you have agreed to act as a special prosecutor for
~ the Office of Disciplinary Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohio in the abeve-
referenced matters. .

1. Scope of Services as Special Prosecutor

You have agreed to act as a special prosecutor for the Office of Disciplinary
Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohio. As you know, pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V (3)}(B),
the Disciplinary Counsel shall investigate allegations of misconduct by judges or
attorneys:and initiate complaints as a result of investigations. | understand that by
agreeing to act as special prosecutor, you have agreed to review our investigative
files in the above-referenced matters and to independently determine what action, if
any, is warranted in these matters, | understand that you will contact the grievants
and any other relevant individuals in the above- referenced matters as a part of your
mvest:gahon into this matter.

i you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact either me or Stacy
Solochek Beckman

-~
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Jona'g}an E. Coughlan
Disctplinary Counset
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Mount Vernon News
Assistant prosecutor faces possible suspension

MOUNT VERNON — Knox County Assistant Prosecutor Robert Broeren is facing & possible six-month
suspension of his law license by the Ohio Supreme Court. The possible suspension stems from several
counts of professional misconduct that ocourred while defending a client in a private practice
debt-collection case in 2004,

According to court documents, the Board of Comnmissioners on Grievances and Discipline has
determined that Broeren violated four provisions of the Code of Professional Responsibility, and has
accused him of conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, decait or misrepresentation, neglect of a legal
matter entrusted o him, failure to promptly deliver property to 2 client and failure to cooperate,

In Tuesday’s session of the Supreme Court of Ohio, Broeren’s attorney, Phillip Lehmkuohl of Mount
Vermon, stated that Broeren firlly admits to the charges of failing to promptly tumn over client files and
falling to cooperate with the disciplinary investigation.

Before Broeren began work in January 2005 as a full-time assistant to the Knox County prosecutor, he-
worked as a private litigator. In 2003 he was hired by William Lubin to represent New York-Based PMR
Products in a lawsuit filed by Selective Med Components of Mount Vernon, Selective Med was suing
PMR for $2,100 in a dispute regarding allegedly defective merchandise and nonpayment,

A statement released by the disciplinary board claims Brocren neglected to advise his client of a

scheduled trial date until it was too late for the client to attend, and subsequently failed to notify the

client that a $2,100 judgment had been entered against him. The statement also teports Broeren later’

sent the client a copy of & back-dated letter that purperted to have notified the client about the judgment - -
and alerted him to a debtor’s collection conference at which neither the client nor Broeren had appearsd,
resulting in an additional $500 fine against the client. :

Chio Supreme Court Justice Paul E. Peifer said, “[The board’s] conclusion that [Brogren] baékdat_cd a
couple of letters to make his situation scem better once he’s inder the gun here is what’s troubling.”

Justice Maureen O’ Connor said, “To me, there’s a complete pattern here of [Broeren] ignoring for
whatever reason [his client] and not responding ... and then voila, he cormes up with tivo létters to bring
to this hearing that are supposed to explain everything,” :

Lehmkuhl defended Broeren’s behavior by citing that Lubin was a difficult client, and Iiointing'ta
Broeren’s recent diagnosis of Attention Deficit Disorder. o

“This is 2 classic manifestation of ADD,” said Lehmkuhl “Ee didn’t pay attenfion to what he was doing,
A classic symptom.”

According to court documments, Broeren was diagnosed with ADD on April 7, 20086, has ‘been placed on
medication for that condition and has responded well to it. Broeren’s prescribing doctor found that the
ADD probably has had an effect on Broeren’s ability to practice law, but did not report that ADDY
specifically contributed to his misconduct i this manner.

In the disciplinary board's briefto the court, the panel found several mitigating and aggravating factors.
The board pointed out that Broeren has no disciplinary record, no pattern of misconduct; this was an.
isolated incident and out of character for the defendant, and Broeren’s client in this matter was very
difficelt and uncooperative at times. :

“There doesn’t seem to. be much dispute that he had a bad client and sooner or later every lawyer faces
that and i can frequently Tead to trouble,” said Pfeifer. :

The borrd also documented that Brogren was initially uncooperative with the disciplinary process, he
failed to acknowledge the wrongfitlness of some of his conduct, he had 2 selfish motive when he refused.
to retumn the client’s file until receiving his fee, and he submitted exhibits and testimony during the
disciplinary hearing that the panel found to be false.

As an alternative to the board-recommended six-month license suspension and court costs, Lehmkuhl
offered up that Broeren pay the $1,000 in sanctions his negligence caused his client, and accept a
reprimand or stayed license suspension,

No date has been released as to when the Ohio Supreme Court will render its décision in the matter,

© Progressive Communications Corporation.
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Mount Vernon News

Aitomey has license suspended

MOUNT VERNON — Knox County Assistant Related
Prosecutor P. Robert Broeren has been suspended from
practicing law for six months, according to court
documents. In a decision issued this moming, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that Broeren had committed
professional misconduct while working as 2 private attorney in 2004,

Assislant prosecator faces possible suspeasion

According to Knox County Prosecutor John Thatcher, Broeren leamed of the decision at 9 a.m, this
moming and immediately tendered his resignation.

“He won’t be doing any legat work of any kind and he will abide by the court’s decision,” satd Thateher.

Thatcher said that even though the official date of Broeren’s resignation is Nov. 1, he won’t be in any
courtroom or in the prosecutor’s office. Broeren will officially be using up his vacation time.

The opinien issued by the court states that Broeren was found guilty of conduct involving fraud, deceit,
dishonesty or misrepresentation, negleot of an entrusted lepal natter, and failire to promptly deliver
property of a chient.

In a statement from the State Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, Broeren was
accused of violating several provisions of the Code of Professional Responsibifity while defendifiga -
chient in 8 2004 debt-collection case. According to the board, Broeren neglected to advise his clisnt of a
scheduled trial date until it was too late for the client to attend, and subsequently fafted-to notify the
client that a $2,100 judgment had been entered against him, The board also said Broeren later attefnpted
ta cover this up by sending the client a back-dated letter supposedly mforming him of the Judgment
against him.

In a hearing before the Olilo Supreme Court in July, Broeren’s attorney, Phillip Lehmkuh! of Mount
Verron, argued that Broerén’s misconduct in this matter was merely a condition of'his Atterition Deficit
Disorder and not a deliberate attempt to cover up any wrongdomg According to court documents,
Broeren was diagnosed with ADD on Aprii 7, 2006, and has been placed on medication for his condition.

“It’s 2 high standard when you become a lawyer and I don’t think that people realize that,” Thatcher
said. “You're held to a higher standard because you're a professional,”

Broeren began work as z filll-time prosecutor in January 2005. He has a wife and two daughters and has
been practicing law in Ohio since 1998. Lehmicuh! said he was disappointed with the ruling,

Read more larey in The News and ondine at mountvernornnews.com,
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Mount Vernon News

Broeren appointed assistant law director

By Kenesha Beheler
July 14, 2009

MOUNT VERNON — The city of Mount Vernion recently appointed Rob Broeren s assistant city law
directar, not 2 new position for the city. Last year, the city had two part-time positions and in the past
year city officials made the position one full-time position,

“This i not new, we’ve had this position in the past,” said City Counci! President John Booth.
“IBroefen] will be assisting the law director-and whatever he needs. A lot of it will Be court time because
the law director is also the city prosecutor ... and he will come to city council meetings if the law director
can't be there.”

The assistant law director will earn a salary of $50,638.

“We need an assistant law director,” said Mayor Richard Mavis. “Just like everything else, the
tesponsibility is growing, and as far as I can teli, there is plenty of work for two people.”

Broeren has experience in government, previously working as Enox County*s assistant prosecutor.
_ g y g pr

“So now that Rob is on board, it’s orly been a fow months, but in my personal opinion, we reed an
assistanft prosecutor,” said Mavis. “Being law director has 2 pretty large field of activities, mainly being
advisor to administration and council. He also has to be responsible for all the prosegution that goes on in
the court, plus advising all the elected officials and department heads, s0 it’s & big job.”

Being a bity official is a demanding position and places precedence on the need for fast interpratation of
the law.

“If I get a code and start réading and I need an interpretation, 1 Hke to get my answers quick. [Law
director Bi[l Smith] is a researcher and has fongevity with the city; that has been helpful. At the same
time, he has such & wide variety of activities of which he is responsible for, and the assistant can provide
tiit kind of support that he needs,” said Mavis,

1 think Bill has done a good Job of providing the council with information ... but he needs support and
be has been successtul in choosing effective people [to work alongside him).” said Mavis.

“I talk tli [Smith] pretty frequently-and we talked [recently] about a couple of areas of the code that I
felt I needed to have some definition on. T depend on his legal advice frequently. He gets a lot of
questions from the council and David Glass works with him, as welt as Tetry Scott,” said Mavis,

kenesha. beheleri@mountvernonnews,com
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