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Now comes the Respondent and requests to supplement the record by the addition of

Respondent's Exhibits 174- 187. The exhibits are correspondence received from the

Relator and media coverage of this case that has been published after the hearing of the Board of

Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline. In addition, the supplement includes three

newspaper articles about Robert Broeren, an attorney previously disciplined by this Court. A

memorandum in support is included with this request.

Respectfully Submitted,

Scott A. Pullins, Esq. (0076809)
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Scott A. Pullins, Ltd., LPA
110 East Gambier Street, 2°a Floor
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050-1186
740-392-3505
202-330-4594 FACSIMILE

www.pullinslaw.com
scott ,pullinslaw.com

Respondent - Pro Se

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of this document was served upon counsel for the Relator, Michael Murman and
Edward Kagels, 14701 Detroit Av., Suite #555 Lakewood, OH 44107-4109, and Jonathan
Marshall, Secretary, The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, the Supreme
Court of Ohio, 65 South Front Street, 5"' Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215 via first class, regular
mail, this 13th Day of August, 2010.

,^ a /V, -
Scott A. Pullins (0076809)
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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

1. EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST THAT REQUIRE
SUPPLEMENTATION OF THE RECORD.

Respondent is fully aware that this Court rarely permits the record to be supplemented in

a disciplinary case.

Ohio Sup. Ct. R. Gov't Bar V, which sets forth procedure in the disciplinary process and
affords the opportunity for aformal evidentiary hearing before a panel of the Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme Court, has no provision for
the introduction of evidence in a brieffiled in the Ohio Supreme Court or in the oral
argument to the Court. Only in the most exceptional circumstances would the Court
accept additional evidence at that late stage of the proceedings.

Disciplinary Counsel v. Lentes, 120 Ohio St. 3d 431 (Ohio 2008)

Nonetheless, Respondent respectfully asserts that exceptional circumstances do exist in

this case that justify supplementation. Unlike in previous cases, this Respondent fully

cooperated with the disciplinary process and provided complete evidence in support of

mitigation. One of those factors cited in mitigation was the harm that Respondent has

experienced by the overwhelming local media attention to his case that was apparently initiated

by the grievant and the Counsel for the Relator. This Court has long recognized excessive media

attention as a factor in mitigation in disciplinary cases.

Respondent, who had formerly served Butler County for 12 years, first as county court
judge and then as a common pleas courtjudge in the domestic relations division, testified
to other costs of his misconduct and mitigation. He described how his prosecution and
the publicity surrounding it had adversely affected his family and his law practice.

Discinlinary Counsel v. Conese, 102 Ohio St. 3d 439, 441 (Ohio 2004)

Respondent's additional exhibits certainly enhance and support the evidence already offered

concerning this issue.

II. RESPONDENT'S MEDIA COVERAGE, WHEN COMPARED WITH
BROEREN'S IS STRIKING AND ILLUSTRATES THE HARM SUFFERED.

3



Together with the media coverage previously submitted into evidence, Respondent has

had eighteen or more front page local stories written about him and this disciplinary matter.

And Respondent is not a public official, a political candidate, or a judge.

At the same time, attorney Rob Broeren, who was sanctioned by this Court, previously

served as an Assistant Knox County Prosecutor and now serves as the Assistant City

Prosecutor, both public offices. A total of two front page articles were written about Mr.

Broeren's misconduct.

Respondent is well aware that life is not fair and media coverage does not even pretend to

be fair nowadays. Nonetheless, the contrast between his treatment by the media and

Broeren's is striking and helps to illustrate the harm that has been caused by it and the reasons it

should be recognized as a factor in mitigation.

Respondent requests that this Court grant his motion to supplement the record. Thank

you.
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Pullins' hearing'to continue on October 29
By AOAM TAYLOR

KnorPages Managing Editor

COLUMBUS -The hearing for a Mount Vernon attorney faoing a three-judge panel at the Ohio Supreme CourPs Board of
COmmissoners on Cvievances and Discipline which began Tuesday wJl resume on Oct. 29.

.. ScoH PuEns isaccused of professional misconducd including notary fraud, forgery, abuse of

sutipoetla power, disrespecting ajudge and wrongfdily accusirig an allorney in another case of
comnntfing legal malpracfice.

The hearing process is much like a Irial. Thepanel µ^'rll continue to hear festimony and evaluate
eddencewhenitresumes.

A complain( filed in February by Special Prosecutor Michael E. Mumman, said Pullins

unsuccessfulfy tried to have Knox County Common Pleas Judge Oeto Eyster disquallfled by fhe Scott Pugins
^OhiO Suprems Court from hearing a case where he was seeking a protsction order against a

member of the Apple Valley Property O+mers Assoclation in 2006.In it, Pullins admitted to flling three separate complaints
against Eyster vnth the tlisciplinary counsef andaccLsed the judge of being biased.

In Ohio, aHwneys are forbidden by a code of ethics from making statements about grievdnces and cannot degrade w make
discourteousstatements about a judge, Murman argt"ed in the comptzint

PulOns leter fikd aJawsuit on behaH of his wRe and f@ther-in-law against the Apple Valley Property O+mer's Association where
orged her signsWre and notanzed the complaint, accordingto Murman.

It is alleged that sometime later, he issued a subpoena for Eyster's wRe in an apparent stlempt to have the judge removed from
hearmg a case Pullins filed against the AVPOA and its general manager, Jeff Harmer.

AndinanoiheraHempttbhave thejudgedisqualifietl,thecdrnpiaintallegesthatPulllnsfiledadocumentcontainingfalse

statemerrts aboutEyster. ', .

.'. In Ohio, atlorneys are forbidden from making disrespectlul statemen5 about judges and courts. Pullins issued a statement in
February, ssying thejudge was biased. Click here to I;read the slatement

If found guilty af the misconduct charges, Pulfns coufd be disbarred, suspended or reprimanded.

View Local Navs Archivesw

EXNIBIT
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Mount Vernon News

Pullins' fate in hands of disciplinary board

By Samantha Scoles ', .

lMOUNT VERNON - The disdiplinary case against locat attomey 3cott Pullins inches closer to closure,
but a final mling may not come until February.

Last month, a three-judge paneliheard the case, which charges Pullins with seven counts of professional
misconduct. 1

Noveurber 25, 2009

"The case was heard by a panel!that is advising the Supreme Court;" said Michael E. Murman, special
prosecutor to Disciplinary CounSel, who wrote the complaint against Pullins.

The next step, Murman said, is for the panet to constmct a confidential report with a recotmnendation to
the ftdl disciplinary board. The board will meet in December, but Munnan questions whether that wili be
enougli time for the panet to review all of the information.

"I know the panel chair likes to have the hearing transcript in hand," Murman said. "It's more hkely to
have a recommendation in February."

The full board, which consists of 28 members, meets every other month.

"Board meetings are highly confidenntial and have all the sanctity of delibemtion as ajury," he said.

The board, according to Munnan, can suggest to dismiss all seven counts against Pullins, or to find that
"clear and convincing evidence"'was found showing one or tnore violations.

The written recommendation willthen be sent to the Ohio Supreme Court, which makes the Cmal
conclusion. After both sides are provided with the ruling, each would then have the opportunity to 61e
written objections to the mling, Mumtan said

Mumtan said the Supretne Court has around 100 misconduct complaints certified each year. In 2008, 67
diseiplinary decisions were handed down. Through Oct. 2, 69 decisions have been made this year.

According to the Ohio Constitution, theSupretne Court is charged with the regulation of the practice of
]aw:

"It is for the protection of the pubIic," Munnan said. "Other professions, like doctors, nurses or
pharmacists, have systetns in placp to see to those who deviate from acceptable standards. Attomeys and
judges are no different." . .

Farnanthascole (Ln r

m Progressive Corrimunications Corporation.

Phone: (740) 397 5333 or 1!,6800-772-5338 (Toll Free in Ohio)
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Mount Vernon News

Panel recommends Pullins be suspended

fittp://www.mountvemonnews.coiiViocal/10/05/13/story-or

By Samantha Scoies
May 13, 20 10

MOUNT VFRNON - A Mounq Vernon attomey who faced multiple counts of professional inisconduct
could lose his law ficense indefinitely after the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Ihscipline
filed its finding Wednesday withthe Ohio Supreme Court.

The 28-member panel recommended Scott Pullins be sanctioned with an indefinite suspension after
finding he committed more than 35 violations of the Codes of Professional ResponsibilHy, the Rules of
Professional Conduct and the Supreme Court Rules for the Govemment of the Bar of Ohio. The Findings
of Fact, Conclusions of Law and',Recommendation shows the board believed Pullins acted with a
"dishonest and selfish motive" by abusing his position as an attomey to obtain subpoenas to investigate
penple posting negative remarks about him on the Intemet.

"His allegations againstjudges and prosecutors, and his explanation of his abuse of process, were false
and dishonest," the findings stated.

The board, made up of 17lawyert;, seven judges and four lay people appointed by the Ohio Supreme
Court, concluded Pultins acted wkth a pattern of misconduct on multiple offenses for several years. In
addition, it found Pullins refused to accept the nature of his misconduct as inappropriate, and stated
Pullins' apology to visiting.ludge!7]'lomas Curran was siinply "lip-service."

"The panel's abi6ty to describe [Pullins'j lack of understanding ofthe wrongfulness of his acts is almost
beyond the power to describe. [H1s] apology to Curran lacked sincerity," the document stated.

The violations include incidences'iof making false accusations against ajudge; conduct involving
dishonesty, fraud, deceit ormisrepresentation; conduct adversely reflecting on a lawyer's fitness to
practicelaw; and the requiremend to show respect to the court, among others.

"The demeanor and testvnony of [Pullinsl lead the panel to find that [Pullins] believed his actions were
justified and it is the judges and the other individuals, of whom he complains, who are wrong;'the
document stated.

The fmai circumstance in the flnding showed Pullins' acts of tnisconduct harmed the reputations of
judges, attomeys and lay people.

"Those individuals who had nothipg to do with a case and who were subpoenaed, were put under stress
and inconvenience. ... The infliction of such distress did not seem to concern [PUllins]," the finding
stated. ''.

73repanel did fmd there was a lack of evidence for four different allegations. Those points were
distnissed by the panel and not ino7uded when making the recommendation.

According to Michael Murman, speciat prosecutor appointed by the Disciplinary Counsel, a three-
member panel heard the original case over two days in October, made a decision based on the law and
provided a recommendation to the entire 28 members on April 9.

°Theyheard the report from the three-member panel and then they deliberated and tnade an
independent decision on their ownr" Murman said. "They do that in a private,confidential proceeding
much Iike ajury deliberation."

In response to the panel's conclvs;bn to recommend an indefinite suspension, Mumtan said he is happy.

"I've been interested in what's going on with this case and how our evidence was received," Mumtan
said.°It was the recommendation I:made."

For at least one member of the paNel, not all of the evidence provided by Munnan was conclusive. Judge
Joseph Vukovich disagreed with four poinis. On two separate counts, Vukovich said he could rwt find
that PWlins acted with "dishonestly, fraud, deceit or misrepresentatior."

"For support, it is maintained that overzealous representation, abuse of process, and recklessness is not
synonymous with [such a violation]," Vukovichsaid in his statement of dissent.

He defended Pullins, despite his "bVarre behavior," as being °articulate, respectful, eooperative and
showed skill at the hearing."

He recommended Pullins be given 8 two-year suspension with 18 months stayed.

"Judge Vukovich's lengthy dissent ^,4eflects more accurately the law andthe facts of what happened,"
said Putlins, who had not read the tinding when questioned Wednesday aftemoon by the News.

Pullins' own recotnmendation for sanetion was a pubHc reprimand.

"... I recommended that the panel find 2numtler of violations, bm clearly not 30," Pullins said. "I believe
the Disciplinary Counsel deliberatly overcharged me in order to make the situation seem worse than it
really;s." . ...

According to Munnan, the Supremo Court will issue an order to both sides stating the report has been
filed. Yheorder will give instmotio's to file an objection if either party finds issue with the final

I of 2 7/29/2010 6:10 PM
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Objections will be heard in froryt of the entire seven-member Ohio Supreme Coun. Munnan said each
side will receive 15 minutes to argue its case and answer questions from the court'sjustices.

The OSC will then issue a final decision on sanctions against Pullins.

"This is a recommendation froni the panel," Pullinssaid. "The Ohio Supreme Court makes the fmal
decision. My license is still intaC,t. The Ohio Supreme Court frequently overturns recommendations from
these panels."

An indefinite suspension requires a two--vear minimum wait before an application of reinstatement can
be filed with the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline. A new three-member panel
would be assembled to hear the'plea for reinstatement.

"The respondent has the burden'^ of proof by clear and convincing evidence at a hearing that he has the
requisite character and fitness, togethcr with the legal skills and knowledge, to be reinstated to the
practice of law," Murman said. "There is no presumption thatjust because he once was a lawyer that he
is qualified to be a lawyer again.,He'd have the burden to prove it."

Pullins holds faith the OSC will {eoommend a sanction that is tnore representative to how he feels the
case unfolded. However, if that outcome does not fall in his favor, he is prepared to defend himself for
reinstatement.

"If for some reason the Ohio Supreme Court would follow this recommendation, there is no reason why
my license would not be reinstated. Attomeys with much more egregious violations than these have had
their lieenses reinstated and are till practicing today," Pullins said.

Pullins could also be required to teimburse the board for $6,171.61 in expenses.

sanrantZia.,^coler(a^n+omelvernannewa ca

® Progressive Communirations Corporation.

Phone: (740) 397 5333 or 1-800-772-5333 (TOll Free in Ohio)
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Legal Ethics

Risk-Averse Lawyers Surf Net Into Stormy Ethical Seas

Posted May 13, 2010 5:50 PMCDT
By Martha Neil

ArrOhio lawyer is potentially po,ised to become one of the latest examples of lawyers takehto task for online
misbehavior.

Scott Pullins should be suspended indefinitely, an attorney disciplinary board has recommended, for abusing his
position as a lawyer to pursue investigations against people who posted negative comments about him on the
Internet, reports the Mt. Vernoh News.

A dissenting member of the Bo;ard of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline said the recommended sanction
in the report itfiled yesterday with the Ohio Supreme Court is too severe. Meanwhile, Pullins himself says a reprimand
would be appropriate and points out to the newspaper that he is still licensed as a lawyer pending any action by the
court. It not infrequently lesseng recommended attorney discipline, he adds.

He is among ayrowing number of lawyers facina actual or potential sanctions due to conduct that perhaps might have
gone unnoticed in the past but is now documented online.

"It's not as if lawyers never misbehaved before," writes the National Law Journal. "But now they're making the same
old mistakes-soliciting for sex, slamming judges, talking trash about clients-online, leaving a digital trail for bar
counsel to follow."

The article cites multiple disputes previously discussed in ABAJournal.com posts.

Among them, Cuyahoga County, Common Pleas Court Judge Shirley Strickland Saffold has been linked to
anonymous Intemet comments about cases to which she was assigned, resulting in her removal from a high-profile
serial murder case. (The Cleveland Plain Dealer, which now says a Web moniker she has used is linked to online
comments related to her cases pn a number of sites, has been sued bySaffoldfior invasion of pnVacy.)

Other lawyers were disciplined or fired over social media osts. And even less obvious pitfalls, such as befnending
an adverse witness online, coul also result in discipline, an ethics opinion suggests.

Outdated ethics rules drafted before social networking sites became ubiquitous may be contributing to the growing
number of complaints, since prohibitions may not be clear-cut, some believe. But in the meantime attorneys should
perhaps count to 10 ... or 100 ... before flitting the send button, according to partner Michael Downey of Hinshaw &
Culbertson, who says the current ethics rules are probably adequate to address4he situation.

"They're disclosing confidencesi talking about pending matters, they take potshots ... like everyone else,"says
Downey, the immediate past chairman of the ABA Ethics and Technology Committee, in explaining the problem to the
NLJ. For some reason, he says, lattomeys abandon their usuallawyerly tendency to be risk-averse when surfing the
Web.

Copyright 2010 American Bar Association. All rights reserved.

EXHIBIT
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Mount Vernon News

Pullins files lenethy pbieetion

By Sninantha Scoles, Mount Vtmon Newg
June 4, 2010 t0:31 mn EDT

MOUNT VERNON - After thE Board of (lommissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme
Court of Ohio handed down a recommendation to indefinitely suspend Scott Pullins' law license, the
local attorney hasfiled a 90-page objection with the Ohio Supreme Court.

The document, filed Thursday, meticulously explains Pullins' position on each of the seven counts of
misconduct filed against him and his response to the Board's Filing of Fact submitted to the SCO last
month: He quotes case law as well as deposition statements from Knox County Cornnton Pleas Judge
Otho Eyster, retired Judge Thomas Cumnn, as well as his own.

Pullins argues since he was neveF charged with harassment or abusing the discovery process it would be
impossible for him to use his law1 license to abuse the systein or harass individuals.

"As a matter of law andof fact, tPulHns] believes he has shown that he did not either abuse the
discovery process or hamss or hdrm any individual," Pullms states in his objection.

In defense of several statements lmade by PulGns against Eyster, he pleads he had factual and reasonable
cause to make the stateme.nts. Icfact, Pullins argues that such statements men't required to be tme.

°Under-0hio's long-stznding case law, an attomey may make a statement without incurringjeopardy,
even if the allegation later proves to be false, if it is supported with a reaeonable factual basis,"Pul]ms
said.

"Under the objective standard, a8 attomey may still freely exercise free speech rights, and make
statements supported by a reason'ablebasis, even if the attomey tums out to be mistaken," Pulfins
quoted froln the Office ofDiscipt,inary Counsel v. Gardner (Ohio 2003).

Pull"tns waspermitted to practice ^aw in the state of Ohio on Nov. 10, 2003, but did not begin to practice
untl May 2005. He contends maity of the charges filed against him with the Board ofGrievances were
in regard to cases from his first year as a lawyer. Pullins admits to making rookie mistakes in some of
these cases but does not feel he should be reprimanded for inexperience.

"[Pullins] was a new lawyer appe2ringin his first cases. In doing so he made mistakes that greatly
angered the local judge, who refu'sed to inrgive him. Judges are required2o be 'patient, digni5ed, and
courteous to parties and their lawyers even in the most difficult circumstances'," Pullins stated.

If upheld, Pullins believes the rectimmendation " will lead to great uncertainty for Ohio's legal system."

According to the document, Pullirjl s argues he is the only victim in these proceedings.

"The only person's mputation that has been harmed by [Pullins'] actions has been [Pullins]," he stated.
°[Pullins] has repeatedly admitted to multiple instances of misconduct. [Pullins] asks this court to
sanction him based upon the evideneeand the law."

If the Supreme Court of Ohio does not agree witb Pullins' original request for a public reprimand, he
believes a six-month suspension, fully stayed, would be appropriate.

Miohael Murman, special prosecuNor assigned by the disciplinary council, will have 15 days to file his
response to Pullins' objections afterwhfch ahearing in front of the Supreme Court of Ohio will be
sbheduled to allow both sides 15 niiriutes each to state their case. The final ruhng will come from the
SCO,

sarnantAascolercPuountvernanneive.com

© Progressive Communications Corporation.
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Mount Vernon News

Ohio Supreme Court to decide Pullins' fate

By Sain tha F 1
June 12, 2010 7:15 amEDT

MOUNT VERNON- With the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline's objection
answer filed, the Ohio Supreme Court will now decide the fate of local attomey Scott Pullins.

Last month, the board recommended Pulllns' law license be suspended indefinitely after fmding he was
in violytion of misconduct including dishonesty, fraud, deceit and misrepresemation.

Pullins: filed a 90-page objection with the court on June 3, ultimately suggesting a stayed suspension
woWd be a more accurate conclusion to the grievance process.

Michael Murman, representing the disciplinary counsel, said in his answer filed Thursday, that, taken
independently, each incident would not warrant the board's attention; however, "the number of
occurrences, and the persistent misconduct of [PuOinsj that is the [most significant part] of this matter
and warrants an indefrnite suspension."

In discussing the history of the case, Murman cites an oral sworn statement given by Pullins in 2008,
where Pullins adnvts to being an inexperienced attomey, that he was under a great atnount of stress and
had issues with his psychiatric medications. In his statement, according to Murman, Pulhns said he
beheved his psychiatrie care, along withhis contract with the Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program, would
prevent him froin conducting himself in the behavior that resulted in the investigation.

The OliAP provides confidential advice, assists with interventions, treatment plans and aftercare
service$ forjudges, attorneys and law students who suffer from substance abuse, dependency and
addiction, and mental health concems.

Murmau states the board's recommendation is "appmpriate and necessary" and should be upheldby the
Ohio Supreme Court

The next step in the process is to bring the objections to the court, where the seven judges will listea to
each side's zrgument, limitedto 15 minutes each, and make a final ruling.

If the sanction rentains an indefmite suspension, Pullins will be required to wait two years before &ling
an application of reinstatement. His plea would then be heard by a three-member panel.

PWlinsalsofacesreimbursementof$6,171.61totheboardforexpenses.

In other court news, anappeal by Pullins with the Court of Appeals of Ohio, Fifth District, Knox County
in the case of Kathryn Elliott Pullins, et al, v. JeffHarmer, et al, was denied earlier this week.

The case involved Elliott Pullins' dismissal from the Apple Valley Property Owners Association's board
of directors after she refused to recuse herself from board discussions on a lawsuit that involved her
father.

She had also requested access to specific AVPOA fmancial records. Uttimately, the Knox County Court
of Comqion Pleas found her dismissal from the board was invalid and confirtned she did, in fact, have
the right'to look through financial documents, although it was later determined the employment records
EOiott Pullins requested were confidential.

sanrpnthQxcn7esC,2',rm>untv_ern^mnew.^.cnna
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Pullins asks for mental evaluation, reconsideration
By ADAM TAYLOR

KnoxPages Managing Editor

COLUMBUS -Attorney Scott Pullins is asking the Ohio Supreme Court to send his disciplinary case back to the Board of
'. Commissioners on Grievances and Discipllne and toortler a psychiatric evaluation to determine his competency to practice

low.

'.. Puhins flled a memorandum yesterday, aslting the court to put off dieciplining him after a special prosecutor made reference to

Pullins' psychalogicalqontlition at the time he is allcged te hawcommitfetl a pattern of misconductbelvrean 2008 and 2009.

Pulflns' memorantlum Accuses Special Prosecutor MTchael Murman of misinterpreting the law and wrongfully infWencing the
. outcome of tlle disc.iplirnary ineestigation. ;

'. He quoted Murroan's assertion thal Pullins "was under stress and wds having difficulty w,th his psychiatdc medications when
i most of the quastlonable canduct occuned."

That,he argues, means Murman acknoW,edges his behaNor 'may not werrant the sevrere sanction that he preNOUsly

'.. reeommended." The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline has recommended Pullins law license be

i suspended indefnitely. i

In a respanse filed last week, Murman wrote that the conduct standing abne may not warrant a setere sanction; but points out

',. the amcunt of tnne, number of occurrences 'and the persistent conducf of Pullins vrarrmts an indefinite suspension.

, Supreme Cantjustices ware expeoted to sohedule a heanng on the disciplinary allegations in the near future, but must first rule
an PuYin5 reques[ Fla stanos accused of nofary fraud, abuse of the discovery process and pubRc disrespect of a judge
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Mount Vernon News

Pullins asks for psych evaluation

By Samantha Scoles
June 17, 2010 10:19 am EDT

MOUNT VERNON - Before the Ohio Supreme Court could set a hearing date to hear objections to the
Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, attorney Scott Pullins requested the case be
remanded, or sent back, to the board.

Following disciplinary council Michael Murman's reference to Pullins' inental health in his objection
answer; Pullins is now seeking an order for a psychiatric examination that would "detennine his mental
coudition to practice law, his present mental condition, and his mental condition at the time of the
allegedmisconduct."

He has also requested the remand because the Court of Appeals of Ohio, Fifth District, Knox County
denied Pullins' appeal in the case of Kathryn Elliott Pullins, et al., v. Jeff Harrner, et al. Pullins contends
Muanan relied on an "erroneous matter of law" fromn the case.

"[Muntlan] essentially adopted the position of the defendants in a case that was in the m(dst of litigation.
That po;sition was categorically rejected.. "Pullins said.

Pullins" third and final argument for remand is Munnan's stance that Pullins' individual actions did not
show cause for alann.

"This directly contradicts [Munnan's] summation and conduct throughout these proceedings for which
the majOrity of the panel heavily refied upon," Pullins said.

Hea6so stated Murman "repeatedly eharacterized [himl as a paper terrorist"

In his answer, Munnan did state the individual offenses would not mise red flags, but went on to say
"the nutnber of occunences, and the persistent miscnnduct of [Pultins] that is the [most significant part]
ofthis rriatter and warrants an indefmite suspension."

Pullins feels the three reasons, independently and collectively, are more than enough cause to send the
casebaek to the board for further action.

The boatd issued a recommendation of adindefinite suspensions for various acts of misconduct on
Pullins' behalf Iast month.

Pullins a)so filed a request forjudicial notice in regard to the Elliott v Harmer case.

snmGnl6k[ saoles@narnmMernonnews conr
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Mount Vernon News

Supreme Court issues four rejections to Pullins

By Sazitanttta 9ooles
July 21, 2010 10:49 am EDT

MOUNT VERNON-The Ohio Supreme Court has rejected four of Scott Pullins' requests in his
objection to a reconnnended indefmite suspension. The nding also catapults the case closer to a
conclusion.

The court denied Pullins' request the case be remanded back to the Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline. Putlins argued Michael Munnan, counsel for the board, introduced Puilins'
mental state, information not previously released in case documents filed with the OSC.

"[Pullitis] was under stress, and was having diEfculty with his psychiatric medications when most of the
questionable conduct occurred," Munnan wrote.

The reduest forjudicia( notice of a fatled appeal with the Knox County Court of Appeals was also
denied.

On June 28, Pullins filed a motion requesting the coun to strike Count 4 of the disciplinary action and
place s2nctions on Murman for frivolous action.

Count 4 references Puâins' issue of subpoenas on a easc that was suspended. Pullins concluded any
potential for misconduct was previously investigated resulting in no action.

AI] four matters were rejected by the court.

Along with his ruling, Chief Justice Eric Brown ordered the case be scheduled for orai argument.

When asked if he thought he was fding too many motions or requests, Pullins told the News via e-mail
he did n'ot believe that to be the case.

"No, I mrould like to keep my license and the Court needs to know that this process has been unfair and
misleading from the beginning," Pullins said.

"The faet that if I am disciplined as Mr. Murman has requested, then no attomey in the county is safe,"
Pullins said in a later submitted statement.

sommClwscolL@mou_ nn+ernnnzws_com___.__..___.._.._
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OISqFLINARY COUNSEL

..,NATHAN E. COUGHLAN

HRSTA$SISRNt DIRCIPLWARY COIINSEt

L.RJBROWN

August 5, 2008

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
VIA FACSIMILE (216-226-4011)AND FtRST-CLASS MAIL

Michaet E. Murman, Esq.
Murman ft Associates
14701 Detroit Avenue, Suite 555
Lakewood, OH 44107

Re: Disciplinary Counsel v. Scott A. Pullins, Esq.
Our File Nos. A7-0684, A7-0778

ASSSTM1NY DI9CfltNlkRV CDLYCiEt

STACYSGLOCHEKBECKMAPd
ROBERTR.BERGER
JOSEPH M, CALIGIURI
CAROL A- COSTA
HEATHER L. HISSOM
PHILIF' A. KING
iMY C STONE

Dear Mr. Murman:

I am writing to confirm that you have agreed to act as a special prosecutor
the Office of Disciptinary Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohio in the above-
referenced matters.

1. Scope of Services as Special Prosecutor

or

Yo'u have agreed to act as a speciat prosecutor for the Office of Disciplinary
Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohio. As you know, pursuant to Gov.Bar R. V (3)(B),
the Disciplinary Counset shall investigate atle8ations of misconduct by judges or
attorneysand initiate complaints as a result of investigations. 1 understand that by
agreeing to act as special prosecutor, you have agreed to review our investigative
files in the above-referenced matters and to independently determine what action, if
any, is warranted in these matters. I understand that you will contact the grievants
and any other relevant individuals in the above-referenced matters as a partof your
investigation into this matter.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact either me or St
Sotochek Beckman.

JEC:ss

THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO
250 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE. SUITE 325

COLUMBUS. OHIO 43215-7411
(614) 461-0256

FAX (614) 4G1-7205
1-800-589-5256

Jona,tpan E. Coughtan
Discrplinary Counsel

y
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Mount Vernon News

Assistant prosecutor faces possible suspension

'.. MOUNT VERNON- Knox County Assistant Prosecutor Robert Broeren is facing a possible six-month
suspension of his law license by the Ohio Supreme Court. The possible suspension stems from several
counts of professional miseonduct that occurred while defending a client in a private practice

'.. debt-collection case in 2004.

According to court documents, the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline has
determined that Broeren violated four provisions of the Code ofProfessional Responsibility, and has
accused him of conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation, neglect of a legal
matter entrusted to hitn, failure to protnptly deliver property to a client and failure to cooperate.

ln Tuesday's session of the Supreme Court of Ohio, Broeren's attorney, Phtllip Lehmkuhl of Mount
Vemon, stated that Broeren fully adtnits to the charges of failing to promptly turn over client files and
fading to cooperate with the disciplinary investigation.

Before Broeren began work in January 2005 as a full-time assistant to the Knox County prosecutor, he
worked as a private litigator. In 2003 he was hired by William Lubin to represent New York-based PMR
Products in a lawsuit filed by Selective Med Components of Mount Vernon, Selective Med was suing
PMR for $2,100 in a dispute regarding allegedly defective merchandise and nonpayment.

A statement released by the disciplinary board claims Broeren neglected to advise his client of a
scheduled trial date until it was too late for the client to attend, and subsequently failed to notify the
client that a$2,100 judgment had been entered against him. The statement also reports Broeren later
sent the client a copy of a back-dated letter that purported to have notified the client about the.judgment
and alerted him to a debtor's collection conference at which neither the client nor Broeren had appeared,
resulting in an addflional$500 tine against the client.

Ohio Supreme Court Justice Paul E. Pfeifer said, "[The board's] conclusion that [Broeren] backdated a
couple of letters to ntslce his situation seem better once he's under the gun here is what's troubling."

Justice Maureen O'Connor said, "To me, there's a complete pattem here of [Broeren] ignoring for
wlratever reason [his client] and not responding ... and then voilz, he comes up with two letters to bring
to this hearntg that are supposed to explain eyerythutg."

Lehmkuhl defended Broeren's behavior by citing that Lubin was a diffcult client, and pointing to
Broeren's recent diagnosis of Attention Deficit Disorder.

"This is a classic manifestation of ADD," said Lehmknhl "He didn't pay attention to what he was doing
A classic symptom."

According to court documents, Broeren was diagnosed with ADD on April 7; 2006, has beenpiaced on
medication for that condition and has responded well to it. Broeren's prescribing doctor found that the
ADD probably has had an effect on Broeren's ability to practice law, but did not report that ADD
specifically contributed to his misconduct in this manner.

In tlte disciplinary board's brief to the court, the panel found several mitigating and aggravating factors.
The board pointed out that Broeren has no disciplinary record, no pattem of misconduct; this was an
isolated incident and out of character for the defendant, and Broeren's client in this matter was vety
difficult and uncooperative at times.

"There doesn't seem to be much dispute that he had a bad client and sooner or later every lawyer faces
that and 'u can &equently lead to trouble," said Pfeifer.

The board also documented that Broeren was initially uncooperative with the discipHnary process, he
failed to acknowledge the wrongfulness of some of his conduct, he had a selfish motive when he refused
to retunt the client's file until receiving his fee, and he submitted exbibits and testimony during the
disciplinary hearing that the panel fomtd to be false.

As an alternative to the board-recommended six-month hcense suspension and court costs, Lehmkuhl
offered up that Broeren pay the $1,000 in sanctions his negligence caused his client, and accept a
reprimand or stayed license suspension.

O Progressive Communications Corporation,
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Attorney has license suspended

MOUNT VERNON- Knox County Assistant Related
Prosecutor P, Robert Broeren has been suspended from

Assutant,prosecutor faces possibte su,gpznsignpracticinglaw for six months, according to court
documents. In a decision issued this morning, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that Broeren had committed
professional misconduct while worknrg as a private attomey in 2004.

According to Knox County Prosecutor John Thatcher, Broeren leatned of the decision at 9 a.m. this
morning and innnediately tendered his resignation.

"He won't be doing any legal work of any kind and he will abide by the court's decision," said Thatcher.

Thatcher said that even though the official date of Broeren's resignation is Nov. 1, he won't be in any
courtroom or in the prosecutor's office. Broeren will officially be using up his vacation time.

The opinion issued by the court states that Broeren was found guilty of oonduct involving fraud, deceit,
dishonesty or misrepresentation, neglect of an entmsted legal matter, and fadure to promptly deliver
property of a client.

In a statemenffrom the State Board of Connnissioners on Grievances and Discipline, Broeren was
accused of violatibgseveralprovisions of the Code of Professional Responsibility wliile defendinga
client in a 2004 debt-collection case. According to the board, Broeren neglected to advise his clietit of a
scheduled trial date until it was too late for the client to attend,and subseguentiy failed".to notify the
client that a$2,100 judgment had been entered against him. The bozrd also saidBroeren laterattempted
to cover this up by sending the client a back-dated letter supposedly informing him of the judgmeht
against him.

Ina hearingbeforethe Ohio Supreme Court in July, Broeren's attorney; Phil3ip Lehmkuhl ofMount
Vernon, argued that Broeren's misconduct in this matter was merely a condition of his Attention Deficit
Disorder and not a deliberate attempt to cover up any wrongdoing Accord'mg tocourt documents,
Broeren was diagnosed witit ADD on April 7, 2006, and has been placed on medication for his condition.

"It's a high standacd when you become a lawyer and I don't think that people realize that," Thatcher
said. "You're held to a higher standard because you're a professional."

Broeren began work as a full-trtne prosecutor in January 2005. He has a wife and two daughters and has
been practicing law in Ohio since 1998. Lehmkuhl said he was disappointed with the rulirig.

© Progressive Communications Corporation.
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Broeren appointed assistant law director

By Kenesha Beheler
July 14,2009

MOUNT VERNON- The city of Ivlount Vemon recently appointed Rob Broeren as assistant city law
director, not a new position for the city. Last year, the city had two part-time positions and in the past
year city officials made the position one full-tune position.

"This i5 not new, we've had this position in the past," said City Council President John Booth.
"[Broeten] will be assisting the law d'vectorand whatever he needs. A lot of it will be court time because
the law director is also the city prosecutor ... and he w'ill coine to city council meetings if the law director
can't be there."

The assistant law director will earn a salary of $50,638.

"We need an assistant law director," said Mayor Richard Mavis. "Just like everything else, the
responsibility is gowing, and as far as I can tell, there is plenty ofwork for two people."

Broeren has experience in government, previously working as Knox County's assistant prosecutor.

"So now that Rob is on board, it's onlybeen a few months, but in my personal opinion, we need an
assistant prosecutor," said Mavis. "Being law director has a pretty large field of activities, mainly being
advisor to administration and counciL He also has to be responsible for all the prosecution that goes on in
the court, plus advising all the elected officials and deparnnent heads, so it's a bigjobY

Being a city official is a demanding position and places precedence on the need for fast interpretation of
the law.

"If I get a code and start reading and I need an interpretation, I like to get my answers quick. [Law
director Bill Smith] is a researcher and has longevity with the city; that has been helpful. At the same
time, he has such a wide variety of activities of which he is responsible for, and the assistant can provide
that kind of support that he needs," said Mavis.

"I think Bdl has done a goodjob of providing the council with information ... but he needs support and
heBas been successful in choosing effective people [to work alongside him]," said Mavis.

"I talk to [Smithl pretty frequently and we talked [recently] about a couple of areas of the code that I
felt I needed to have some definition oaI depend on his legal advice frequently. He gets a lot of
questions from the council and David Glass works with him, as well as Terry Scott," said Mavis

k8nevha:helxeler(almauneyernannewecom
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