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STATEMENT OF THE CASE AND FACTS

This cause arises from proceedings involving an interstate petition under the Uniform

Interstate Family Support Act (the UIFSA), originating in Hawaii, which petition sought the

establishment of a child support order against Adrienne Haunani Pula-Branch for K.G.P., a

minor child born to unmarried parents. The support order was sought on behalf of Ruby K. Pula,

the child's custodian and matemal grandmother.

After hearings were held in relation to the petition, a trial court magistrate issued a

decision regarding the establishment of a current child support order. Appellant filed objections

to the decision, challenging the manner in which the support order was calculated. The

objections were overruled by the trial court in an entry approving the magistrate's decision and

incorporating its terms into an order of the Court. (Appx. 14.)

Appellant CSEA appealed this order to the Eighth District Court of Appeals, challenging

the Domestic Relations Court's failure to include appropriate income figures for both parents

when calculating the current child support obligations. During the pendency of said appeal, the

reviewing court sua sponte raised the issue of the Domestic Relations Court's jurisdiction over

the underlying action. After briefing on the issue, the reviewing court announced its decision

reversing and remanding the Domestic Relations Court's decision, with instructions that the

lower court vacate its order for lack of subject matter jurisdiction over the action. Pula v. Pula-

Branch, Cuyahoga App. No. 93460, 2010-Ohio-912. (Appx. 3.)

On March 22, 2010, Appellant filed a Motion for Reconsideration, which motion was

denied on April 21, 2010. (Appx. 13.) On that same day the Eighth Appellate District

journalized its decision in this matter. (Appx. 3.) Appellant then filed with the Eighth Appellate

District a Motion to Stay Judgment, pending this Court's decision whether to exercise



jurisdiction. The Eighth Appellate District denied the Motion to Stay as moot. (Appx. 13.)

Appellant CSEA filed its notice of appeal to the Supreme Court of Ohio on June 4, 2010.

(Appx. 1.) On September 29, 2010, the Supreme Court granted jurisdiction to hear the case and

allowed the appeal.

Appellant also filed with this Court a Memorandum in Support of Jurisdiction and a

Motion to Stay, which Motion was granted. Appellant further filed a Motion to Consolidate this

matter with the similar case of Pendergraft v. Watts, Cuyahoga App. No. 93808, 2010-Ohio-

3196, which case is pending before this Court as Case Number 2010-1340. The Motion to

Consolidate was denied.

In reversing the judgment of the trial court in Pula, the Eighth Appellate District ruled

that Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court is without subject matter jurisdiction under

the UIFSA to adjudicate interstate paternity and support cases not related to a divorce,

dissolution of marriage, legal separation, or annulment; and for that reason, the reviewing court

further found that the lower court's order, which involved an interstate case with a child born to

unmarried parents, was void ab initio. Pula, 2010-Ohio-912 at ¶14. (Appx. 10-11.) The Eighth

Appellate District reached its ultimate decision by relying on its interpretation of R.C.

2301.03(L)(1) as limiting the jurisdiction of the Domestic Relations Court to hearing cases under

the UIFSA which were related to the four areas of divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal

separation, or annulment.

This appeal asserts that, notwithstanding the holding of the Eighth Appellate District,

Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court possesses subject matter jurisdiction over the

action in question, all similar actions under the UIFSA, and indeed all cases under the UIFSA.

In support of its position on these issues, the Appellant presents the following argument.
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ARGUMENT

PROPOSITION OF LAW: An Interstate Action Brought in Ohio, with Ohio as the
Responding State pursuant to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) and
involving Non-married Parents, may be brought appropriately in the Domestic Relations
Division of the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas.

Appellant asserts that the decision of the reviewing court in the Pula case is erroneous

and should be reversed based on relevant statutory and case law as examined within this Brief.

When all relevant statutory and case law is considered in proper context, it becomes clear that

the Domestic Relations Division of the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas has proper

subject matter jurisdiction under the UIFSA to handle all interstate cases, including those

involving unmarried parents. Moreover, by granting the Domestic Relations Division all the

powers over cases involving divorce and alimony, the two categories involved when the law was

enacted originally, the legislative intent underlying the enactment of R.C. 2301.03(L) was not to

limit the jurisdiction of the Domestic Relations Division, but instead to limit the power and

jurisdiction of the General Division, which previously had jurisdiction over these matters.'

HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

A historical review of the creation of the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Division

and of the various versions of the Revised Code relating to interstate actions will assist in the

consideration of the weighty issues before this honorable Court.

Creation of the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Division

Prior to the establishment of Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court, all divorce

and alimony matters were handled by the Court of Common Pleas' General Division, pursuant to

' When enacted, the language of R.C. 2301.03(L) included the two categories of divorce and
alimony. R.C. 2301.03(L), eff. Oct. 20, 1959. (Appx. 19-26.) Later and current language of R.C.
2301.03(L) includes four categories: divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment. R.C. 2301.03(L), amended eff. Jan. 1, 1991 and Jun. 7, 2010. (Appx. 33 & 80.)

3



Ohio's law which provided that "The court of common pleas shall hear and determine [actions

for divorce or alimony]."2 R.C. 3105.03 (Gen.Code, § 8003-3) (Appx. 97.). While the language

did not specify "General Division," apparently at that time, it was understood that a reference to

the court of common pleas meant the General Division.

On October 20, 1959, pursuant to Am. SB 145, the Ohio Legislature increased the

number of judges in the Cuyahoga Court of Common Pleas from nineteen to twenty-one, and

with the two new judges, created the Domestic Relations Division of the Cuyahoga County

Court of Common Pleas. Am. SB 145, at 147-154 (Appx. 20.) Prefatory language to Am. SB

145 indicates that the purpose of the Act was to "provide for a division of domestic relations in

the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga and Lake counties ***" Id. at 147. (Appx. 19.) This

new provision was codified in Ohio Revised Code section 2301.03 for the first time in 1959.

Two sub-sections addressed the changes in Cuyahoga County: R.C. 2301.02(C), which added

the two judges to Cuyahoga County's Court of Common Pleas; and 2301.03(L), which provided

that the two new domestic relations judges were to "exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,

and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga

County, and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, division of

domestic relations. They shall have all the powers relating to all divorce and alimony cases,

except as such cases as should be assigned to some other judges of the court of common pleas for

some special reason." (Emphasis added.) R.C. 2301.03(L), eff. Oct. 20, 1959 (Appx. 25.)

2 The full text of the referenced section reads: "Sec. 3105.03 (8003-3). Place where action shall
be brought. Except in an action for alimony alone, the plaintiff shall have been a resident of the
state at least one year immediately before filing the petition. Actions for divorce or for alimony
shall be brought in the county of which the plaintiff is and has been *** a bona fide resident for
at least ninety days immediately preceding the filing of the petition, or in the county where the
cause of action arose. The court of common pleas shall hear and determine the case, whether the
marriage took place, or the cause of divorce occurred, within or without the state." R.C. 3105.03
(Gen. Code, §8003-3) (Appx. 97.)

4



While both sections R.C. 2301.02(C) and 2301.03 became effective in 1959, it was not until

January 8, 1961 that the very first term for the newly-created Domestic Relations Division

began. Am. SB 145 at 153. (Appx. 25.)

From its enactment in 1959 until now, the number of categories included under the

description of domestic relations in R.C. 2301.03(L) has increased. The current language of said

section provides that the division of domestic relations judges "shall have all the powers relating

to all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, except in cases

that are assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas for some special reason."

(Emphasis added.) R.C. 2301.03(L), eff. Jun. 7, 2010. (Appx. 72 & 89.)

The language "for some special reason", which language was included when the section

was enacted, has remained through amendments to the statute and means the same today as it did

when the statute was enacted; that is, the legislature intended that the jurisdiction of the General

Division in Cuyahoga County be decreased by excluding cases involving divorce and alimony

(later, divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment), except when there was

a special reason. Indeed, this limitation was recognized by the Eighth Appellate District in Price

v. Price (1984), 16 Ohio App.3d 93, 474 N.E.2d 662. In Price, the Cuyahoga County Court of

Common Pleas, General Division, in connection with a pending fraud case, issued an order

vacating a divorce decree issued by the Domestic Relations Division. The question to be

detennined by the Court in Price was, "When a division of the common pleas has completed the

disposition of a matter that is within the division's special assignment and later a controversy

arises implicating both matters within the specialty and other issues not peculiar to it, does the

general division have jurisdiction?" Id., 16 Ohio App.3d at 95. In a decision affirming the trial

court, the Eighth Appellate District said that the "General Assembly intended the jurisdiction of

5



common pleas divisions to have some measure of interchangeability. This aim is not discounted

by the legislative indication of areas of special concern for common pleas divisions, e.g., general,

juvenile, probate, and domestic relations." Id., 16 Ohio App.3d at 95.

Thus, without legitimate controversy, the legislative intent underlying the initial

enactment of R.C. 2301.03(L), coupled with the black letter language of the statute and relevant

case law, proves the position that when R.C. 2301.03(L) became effective in 1959, and the

Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Division was brought into being, the intent and purpose

was not to limit the Domestic Relations Division; but rather to reassign the responsibility for

family issues, an area of special concern, to a division created especially to handle these issues,

thereby relieving the general division from the responsibility of hearing domestic relations

matters, except when there existed a special reason.

Enactment of the UIFSA to Replace the URESA in Ohio

Prior to the enactment of the UIFSA, interstate support matters in Ohio were adjudicated

under the URESA, which was codified at Chapter 3115 of the Revised Code. The URESA, first

adopted in Ohio in 1951, went through amendments in 1952 and 1956, and was then re-drafted in

1968 into the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act ("RURESA", but

hereinafter referred to generically as the URESA unless specificity required). See Wish Morgan,

Interstate Enforcement of Support - A Short Primer on Federal and Uniform Law, § IV.A.

(amended in 2002)("Interstate Enforcement of Support - A Short Primer"), available at

http://www.childsupportguidelines.com/articles/art199907.htm1(last visited Dec. 15, 2010).

Under the URESA, it was well-established that courts hearing interstate cases were

vested with subject matter jurisdiction to preside over cases involving paternity and support.

Shanyfelt v. Shanyfelt (1997), 118 Ohio App.3d 243, 692 N.E.2d 642 ("The statutory scheme of

6



URESA confers subject matter jurisdiction over the sole issues of paternity and support.

[Citation omitted.] Related matters such as visitation and custody are not within a court's

purview." Id., 118 Ohio App.3d at 248). The URESA laws explicitly provided that

"[j]urisdiction of all proceedings under Sections 3115.01 to 3115.22, inclusive, of the Revised

Code, is vested in any trial court of record." R.C. 3115.08(B) (134 v H 504, eff. 10-27-

71)(Appx. 107.) See also Slaughter v. Slaughter, Cuyahoga App. 93227, 2009-Ohio-61 10 at ¶

16, citing Yusuf v. Omar, Franklin App. No. 06AP-4162006, 2006-Ohio-6657 for the proposition

that "the court's subject- matter jurisdiction [under UIFSA includes] matters of paternity and

support [but not related issues such as divorce]. To hold otherwise would conflict with Ohio

precedent concerning URESA *** and the efficient establishment and enforcement of support

orders." It followed that the Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court was vested with

subject matter jurisdiction relative to matters of patemity and support. In Cuyahoga County,

cases under the URESA were heard, virtually exclusively, by the Domestic Relations Division.

In 1988, a drafting committee was formed to revise the URESA to reflect the many

changes between 1968 and 1988. Interstate Enforcement of Support - A Short Primer at § IV.A.

However, rather than doing yet another revision, the drafting committee superseded the URESA

with the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (the UIFSA). Id. The UIFSA replaced the

URESA at Ohio Revised Code chapter 3115, which, significantly, supports the claim that the

UIFSA stepped into the shoes of the URESA.

That the UIFSA replaced the URESA is well-established in Ohio. Slaughter, supra ("It

is also important to note that Ohio's UIFSA statutes, effective January 1, 1998, replaced Ohio's

Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act (URESA)." Id., 2009-Ohio-61 10 at ¶12);

Yusuf, supra ("Ohio's UIFSA, effective January 1, 1998, replaced Ohio's Uniform Reciprocal
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Enforcement of Support Act ("URESA"). Id., 2006-Ohio-6657 at ¶10); Walker v. Amos (2000),

140 Ohio App.3d 32, 746 N.E.2d 642 ("The law was changed in January 1998, so that R.C.

Chapter 3115, which contained URESA, was repealed and replaced by the Uniform Interstate

Family Support Act ["UIFSA"]." Id., 140 Ohio App.3d at 37.).

STA TUTORYANAL YSIS RELA TING TO JURISDICTION

While Appellant asserts that the Eighth District Court of Appeals' interpretation of R.C.

2301.03 (L)(1) is flawed, it is further asserted that Cuyahoga County Domestic Court's subject

matter jurisdiction over all interstate support matters flows directly from the UIFSA.

The Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court is a proper Respondinp Tribunal
under the UIFSA.

Under the Ohio Constitution Article IV, Section 4, courts of common pleas may only

exercise such jurisdiction as is provided by the General Assembly. Central Ohio Transit Auth. v.

Transport Workers Union ofAmerica, Local 208 (1988), 37 Ohio St.3d 56, 60, 524 N.E.2d 151;

Seventh Urban, Inc. v. University Circle (1981), 67 Ohio St.2d 19, 22-23, 21 0.O.3d 12, 423

N.E.2d 1070; State ex rel. Miller, v. Keefe (1958), 168 Ohio St. 234, 6 0.O.2d. As such, the

standard to be applied in determining whether subject matter jurisdiction lies is whether any

cause of action cognizable by the forum has been raised in the complaint. State ex rel. Bush v.

Spurlock (1989), 42 Ohio St.3d 77, 80, 537 N.E.2d 641; Prosen v. Dimora (1992), 79 Ohio

App.3d 120, 123, 606 N.E.2d 1050. In different words, the question is whether the plaintiff has

alleged any cause of action which the court has the authority to decide. Shockey v. Fouty (1995),

102 Ohio App.3d 420, 666 N.E.2d 304; McHenry v. Indus. Comm. (1990), 68 Ohio App.3d 56,

62, 587 N.E.2d 414.

Pursuant to R.C. 3115.01(X), the UIFSA defines a "tribunal" as "any trial court of record

of this state and when the context requires, a court, administrative agency, or quasi-judicial entity
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of any other state authorized to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or to determine

parentage." (Appx. 106.) This is a definitional change from URESA and RURESA, both of

which used the term "court." The thought behind this change is explained in the official

comments of the UIFSA, which comments say the change was strategic "in recognition of the

fact that many states have created administrative agencies to establish, enforce, and modify child

support." Ohio Uniform Interstate Family Support Act with Official Comments to the Text

Promulgated by National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, § II. ¶ A. 1.

TERMINOLOGY. ("UIFSA with Official Comments"). 3

It is uncontroverted that both the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, Domestic

Relations Division, and the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division, satisfy

the definition of tribunal pursuant to R.C. 3115.01(X), as each is a "trial court of record" in that

each is a specialized division within the Court of Common Pleas itself "That the Court of

Common Pleas is a court of record should stand without question. It follows that any division or

branch thereof is a court of record." Robinson v. Robinson (1964), 8 Ohio App.2d 235, 236, 221

N.E.2d 598.

Although the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court is clearly a tribunal under the

UIFSA, the determination of its possession of subject matter jurisdiction in this matter requires

the additional step of determining whether it constitutes a "responding tribunal" under the

statute. Pursuant to R.C. 3115.01(R), a "responding tribunal" means an "authorized tribunal in a

3

http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:egJkU2TQQMJ.jfs.ohio.gov/ocs/IJIFSAcom.pdf
+Ohio+Uniform+INterstate+Family+support+Act+with+Official+Comment+to+the+Text&h1=e
n&g1=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEEShyHcp_1q8Pv_gk7Cz5ENIt3 My2xD5xpDR7HGWvRV 8hj Q-
8Bdy08kkka7kOvPFKuVKfGvmlNuJoft1 tb2bbvS98gGh7DeG7r3TacO3 aQDOimyGDy7oZQ0
qfqjAQ8hgCwlrlOOm&sig=AHIEtbQRlvg-o5kmiTwisMGOOraKVOwDpA (last visited Dec.
15, 2010). Because of the lengthy url, future citations within this document for the Ohio UIFSA
with Official Comments will refer the reader back to this footnote.
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responding state." (Appx. 105.) It is noted that the word "authorized" is defined as "to give

legal authority or to empower." Black's Law Dictionary, Ninth Edition, 2009. A responding

tribunal under the UIFSA is empowered to issue or enforce a support order, modify a support

order, or determine the existence of a parent child relationship. R.C. 3115.16(B). (Appx. 108.)

In Pula, the Eighth District Court of Appeals held that the Cuyahoga County Domestic

Relations Court was not an authorized tribunal in a responding state because its subject matter

jurisdiction is limited to the parameters of R.C. 2301.03(L)(1). As alluded to earlier and as

analyzed more fully later in this brief, Appellant asserts that the Eighth District misinterpreted

the statutory phrase which reads "[t]hey shall have all the powers relating to all divorce,

dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases *** " as limiting the jurisdiction

of the Domestic Relations Court. Contrary to this holding, the legislative intent underlying

inclusion of this language was to limit the jurisdiction of the Cuyahoga County Common Pleas

Court, General Division, which had been hearing these matters prior to the statute's enactment.

Moreover, Appellant asserts that the Pula court's interpretation of R.C. 2301.03(L)(1) as limiting

the Domestic Relations Court's jurisdiction is at odds with a prior Eighth District Court of

Appeals decision in the case of Dickson v. Dickson (May 27, 1982), Cuyahoga App. Nos. 43010

& 43016, 1982 WL 5380, wherein the same statute was at the heart of the reviewing court's

jurisdictional determination for the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court. In the Dickson

case, the plaintiff had brought the defendant's company into their divorce matter as a party. In

response, the defendant's company filed a counterclaim unrelated to the divorce against the

plaintif£ The Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court dismissed the counterclaim based

upon a lack of subject matter jurisdiction. The Eighth Appellate District reversed the trial court

decision, finding in part that R.C. 2301.03(L)(1) states that the judges of the Domestic Relations
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Division of the Cuyahoga County Court shall exercise the same powers and jurisdiction as other

judges on the Common Pleas Court. Id. at *4. The matter was remanded to the Domestic

Relations Court for further disposition on the counterclaim.

Appellant asserts that both Juvenile Court and Domestic Relations Court are responding

tribunals under the UIFSA, and possess concurrent subject matter jurisdiction to handle all

interstate support matters. Juvenile Court's subject matter jurisdiction derives from R.C.

2151.23(B)(3), which states that it has original jurisdiction (but not exclusive original

jurisdiction) to adjudicate matters under the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act in Chapter

3115 of the Ohio Revised Code. (Appx. 51.) Appellant asserts that the Cuyahoga County

Domestic Relations Court is also a "responding tribunal" under the UIFSA.

Cuvahoga County Domestic Relations Division - Jurisdictional Considerations

"The court of common pleas is a court of general jurisdiction. It embraces all matters at

law and in equity that are not denied to it." Saxton v. Seiberling (1891), 48 Ohio St. 554, 558-

559, 29 N.E. 179. The Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Division shares such jurisdiction

by virtue of the plain language of R.C. 2301.03(L). The current language in R.C. 2301.03(L)(1)

states: "In Cuyahoga county, the judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on

January 8, 1961, January 9, 1961, January 18, 1975, January 19, 1975, and January 13, 1987, and

successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and

receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga

county and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, division of

domestic relations. They shall have all the powers relating to all divorce, dissolution of marriage,

legal separation, and annulment cases, except in cases that are assigned to some other judge of

the court of common pleas for some special reason." (Emphasis added.) See R.C.
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2301.03(L)(2010) (Appx. 80.)4 This principle has been long recognized. See, e.g., Price, supra,

which states that "the legislature has evidenced an intent that all the judges of the permissible

divisions of courts of common pleas be equivalents endowed with the same powers." Price, 16

Ohio App.3d at 94, citing R.C. 2301.03 (emphasis in original).

The court in Pula held that the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Division lacked

jurisdiction over the instant matter. This holding was based on the court's finding in relation to

the provisions of R.C. 3115.16(B), which state that "[a] responding tribunal of this state, to the

extent otherwise authorized by law, may *** [i]ssue or enforce a support order, modify a child

support order, or determine the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship[.]"

(Appx. 108.) In holding that the Domestic Relations Division was without authority to address

issues under the UIFSA related to unmarried parents, the court failed to recognize that such

authority has been granted explicitly by Ohio statute. As demonstrated above, the Domestic

Relations Division is a "trial court of record" and is thus a "tribunal" for UIFSA purposes.

Additionally, R.C. 3115.52(A) specifically provides that under the UIFSA, URESA and

the RURESA, "[a] tribunal *** of this state may serve as *** [a] responding tribunal in a

proceeding brought under sections 3115.01 to 3115.59 of the Revised Code *** to determine the

existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship with respect to the parties."

(Emphasis added.) R.C. 3115.52(A). (Appx. 110.) This provision does nothing, generally, for

matters where a rebuttable presumption of paternity exists, which occurs in a majority of cases

involving divorce with minor children brought before the Domestic Relations Division. Since

however, Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court is a trial court of record of this state,

authorized to establish, modify or enforce support orders, or to determine parentage (and

4 The language of the 1991 version of R.C. 2301.03(L)(1), (Appx. 33), mirrors the current
language, except the 1991 version reads "dissolution" rather than "dissolution of marriage."
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therefore a tribunal under the UIFSA), and given that prior to the UIFSA, actions under the

URESA/RURESA were adjudicated by the Domestic Relations Court, the intent of the

legislators is apparent: that, along with the Juvenile Division, jurisdiction to adjudicate oases

under the UIFSA, including those cases involving unmarried parents, continues to lie with the

Domestic Relations Court. Indeed, a majority of these cases were heard by the Domestic

Relations Court under the URESA, and there is no point in time since the enactment of the

UIFSA when Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court was divested of jurisdiction to hear

interstate cases involving unmarried parents.

In rejecting this argument, the court in Pula mistakenly relies on R.C. 3105.011, stating

that "R.C. 3105.011 sets forth the jurisdiction of the domestic relations divisions of the common

pleas courts[.]" Pula, 2010-Ohio-912 at ¶10.(Appx. 8.) This is erroneous. R.C. 3105.011 does

not set forth the jurisdiction of the domestic relations divisions. Instead, it merely states that

"[t]he court of common pleas including divisions of domestic relations, has full equitable powers

and jurisdiction appropriate to the determination of all domestic relations matters." (Appx. 95.)

This statute, by its very terms, is not limited to the domestic relations divisions, but rather applies

to the court of common pleas as a whole, and merely recognizes that "full equitable powers and

jurisdiction" exist as to "all domestic relations matters." This recognition of equitable powers

does nothing to prescribe nor limit the jurisdiction of the domestic relations divisions of the

common pleas court.

Also contrary to the Pula holding, R.C. 2301.03(L) states that "[i]n Cuyahoga County,

the judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on [dates omitted], and successors,

shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the

same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga county and shall
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be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic

relations." (Emphasis added.)5 R.C. 2301.03(L) (Appx. 26, 33, 80.) The statute then goes on to

remove from the General Division, and place with the Domestic Relations Division, all

jurisdiction over divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, except

in cases that are assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas for "some special

reason." This language is not a limiting provision of the Domestic Relations Division but rather

a specific grant of authority, in addition to the general powers of the division. "The Common

Pleas Court being a court of general jurisdiction of all actions ***, it has jurisdiction of all

actions unless its jurisdiction is taken away by statute." Standifer v. Arwood (1984), 17 Ohio

App.3d 241, 244, 479 N.E.2d 304, citing State, ex rel. Mastracci, v. Rose (1947), 79 Ohio App.

556, 558, 72 N.E.2d 582 [35 O.O. 388]. Here, R.C. 2301.03(L) limits the jurisdiction of

Cuyahoga County's General Division as contemplated in Standifer; it does not limit the

jurisdiction of the Domestic Relations Division.

The Pula court's interpretation (that this language is a limitation on authority) would

render meaningless the provision immediately preceding this language, which provision

explicitly grants to the domestic relations division "the same powers and jurisdiction *** as other

judges of the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga county." The Eighth Appellate District's

approach in Pula is violative of the rules of statutory construction. "In enacting a statute, it is

presumed that: *** [t]he entire statute is to be effective ***." R.C. 1.47(B). (Appx. 43.)

5 Note, by contrast, that "[t]he juvenile court is a court of record within the court of common
pleas. The juvenile court has and shall exercise the powers and jurisdiction conferred in
Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code." R.C. 2151.07 (emphasis added). (Appx. 49.)
See also R.C. 2101.24, which explicitly sets forth the actions within the probate division's
jurisdiction rather than granting it "the same powers and jurisdiction" as the general division of
the common pleas court. (Appx. 46-48.)
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Concurrent Jurisdiction over UIFSA Matters

That the Ohio legislature intended the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court have

concurrent jurisdiction with the Juvenile Court to adjudicate all matters under the UIFSA is

apparent from the UIFSA statutes. A comprehensive analysis of the relevant statutes reveals that

intent.

Appellant asserts that the language contained in R.C. 2151.23 and R.C. 2301.03(G), (I)

and (L) shows unambiguously the intent that the juvenile division not have exclusive original

jurisdiction over an action brought under the UIFSA. In particular, there exists specific language

in the Revised Code evincing the Ohio legislature's intent not to grant the Juvenile Division

exclusive original jurisdiction in matters under the UIFSA. This is plainly demonstrated by the

language used to convey jurisdiction to the Juvenile Court. R.C. 2151.23(A) states: "The

juvenile court has exclusive original jurisdiction under the Revised Code as follows: *** (11)

Subject to divisions (G) and (V) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, to hear and determine a

request for an order for the support of any child if the request is not ancillary to an action for

divorce, dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil action

involving an allegation of domestic violence, or an action for support brought under Chapter

3115. of the Revised Code6 ***. "(Emphasis and footnote added.) R.C. 2151.23(A). (Appx.

51.) The language itself sets forth that the juvenile court does not have exclusive jurisdiction

over an action under the UIFSA, as it explicitly excludes from the juvenile court's exclusive

original jurisdiction both those support requests that are "ancillary to an action for divorce,

dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation" and "action[s] for support brought under

Chapter 3115 of the Revised Code." Id. This exclusion from the juvenile court's exclusive

6 Chapter 3115, sections 3115.01 - 3115.59, is Ohio's UIFSA.
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jurisdiction necessarily implies that such an action may also be brought in another division of the

court. The Domestic Relations Division is the only viable option.

By contrast, R.C. 2151.23(B) states: "Except as provided in divisions (G) and (I) of

section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, the juvenile court has original jurisdiction under the

Revised Code: *** (3) Under the uniform interstate family support act in Chapter 3115. of the

Revised Code ***. " (Emphasis added.) R.C. 2151.23(B)(3). (Appx. 52.) Once again, the

pronouncement that the juvenile court has original but not exclusive jurisdiction over interstate

actions under the UIFSA means that such actions may also be brought in another division of the

court.

While R.C. 2151.23 does not explicitly state that the Domestic Relations Division is the

other forum, it is the only possible option. The General and Probate Divisions do not establish,

enforce or modify support orders; nor do they routinely determine parentage, although there is a

narrow exception when the Probate Division is granted jurisdiction to establish parentage. See

R.C. 3111.381(E). (Appx. 101.) The elimination of all forums but the Juvenile and Domestic

Relations Courts leave these two divisions in Cuyahoga County as the courts empowered to

adjudicate interstate matters under the UIFSA.

Also of great import is a visual review of the language of Amended Substitute House Bill

Number 352, which amended R.C. 2151.23 when making the changes necessary to update

Ohio's law from the URESA to the UIFSA. What follows here represents the look and the

language of 1997 HB 352 from October 1997 relative to R.C. 2151.23 as impacted by R.C. 3115,

which became effective on January 1, 1998. The language of R.C. 2151.23(A)(11) reads: "(A)

The juvenile court has exclusive original jurisdiction under the Revised Code as follows: (11)

Subject to division (V) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, to hear and determine a request
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for an order for the support of any child if the request is not ancillary to an action for divorce,

dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil action involving an

allegation of domestic violence, or an action for support brought under Chapter 3115. of the

Revised Code. *** (B) The juvenile court has original jurisdiction under the Revised Code:

(2) To determine the paternity of any child alleged to have been born out of wedlock pursuant

to sections 3111.01 to 3111.19 of the Revised Code; (3) Under the uniform reeipreeal

^^̂ent o interstate family support act in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code ***. "

(Emphasis added.) Am. Sub. H.B. 352, (eff. Jan. 1, 1998) (Appx. 30), also available at

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillTextl22/122-HB-352 ENR.html (last visited Deo. 15,

2010). This visual representation, when coupled with the following language from Section 3,

"The General Assembly recognizes that in certain instances, the wording of this act differs from

that of the Unifonn Interstate Family Support Act approved by the National Conference of

Connnissioners on Uniform State Laws. Any such dissimilarity denotes a technical change or is

made to reflect the intent of the Commissioners as expressed in the Comments to the Uniform

Interstate Family Support Act *** " (emphasis added), shows, without controversy, that the

legislators envisioned that the UIFSA, upon its enactment, would step into the shoes of the

URESA; that under the UIFSA, a division other than the Juvenile Division was vested with

jurisdiction to hear interstate cases; and it follows that that other division was Cuyahoga

County's Domestic Relations Court. Id.

Tbe position that all actions under the UIFSA are appropriately subject to the Domestic

Relations Court's jurisdiction is further bolstered by reading R.C. 2151.23(B) along with those

sections cited in exception to the general provisions thereof, namely R.C. 2301.03(G) and (I).

R.C. 2301.03(G) recognizes that in Richland County, the domestic relations division of the court

17



of common pleas has concurrent jurisdiction with the juvenile division, inter alia, "to hear and

determine a request for an order for the support of any child if the request is not ancillary to an

action for divorce, dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation * * * or an action for

support brought under Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code °" (Emphasis added.) R.C.

2301.03(G). (Appx. 24 & 77.) This paragraph also directs that, unless juvenile court has

exclusive original jurisdiction, all paternity and child support actions are to be handled by the

domestic relations division, and, in apparent recognition of the concurrent jurisdiction over

UIFSA cases, mandates that all UIFSA actions be assigned to the domestic relations division.

The exact language in R.C. 2301.03(G) provides: "Except in cases that are subject to the

exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judge of the division of domestic

relations shall be assigned and hear all cases pertaining to patemity or parentage, the care,

custody, or control of children, parenting time or visitation, child support, or the allocation of

parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children, all proceedings arising under Chapter

3111. of the Revised Code, all proceedings arising under the uniform interstate family support

act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, and all post-decree proceedings arising from

any case pertaining to any of those matters." (Emphasis added.) Id. (Appx. 77.)

R.C. 2301.03(I) does the same for Summit County as does paragraph (G) of the section

for Richland County. R.C. 2301.03(I) provides that, in Summit County, unless juvenile court has

exclusive original jurisdiction, all paternity and child support actions are to be handled by the

domestic relations division, and, in apparent recognition of the concurrent jurisdiction over

UIFSA cases, mandates that all UIFSA cases be assigned to the domestic relations division. The

language found in R.C. 2301.03(I) provides: "Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive

original jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judges of the division of domestic relations shall
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have assigned to them and hear all cases pertaining to paternity, custody, visitation, child

support, or the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and all

post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any of those matters. The judges of

the division of domestic relations shall have assigned to them and hear all proceedings under the

uniform interstate family support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code." R.C.

2301.03(I). (Emphasis added.) (Appx. 78.)

By contrast, R.C. 2301.03(L), which addresses Cuyahoga County, is silent as to the

jurisdiction of domestic relations court over UIFSA actions. See R.C. 2301.03(L). While R.C.

2301.03 (L)(1) does not specifically address the jurisdiction of the domestic relations division in

Cuyahoga County as it relates to UIFSA matters, this does nothing to obviate the implicit

recognition contained in R.C. 2151.23 that the juvenile court division does not have exclusive

jurisdiction over cases under the UIFSA. In fact, a reading of the various statutory provisions in

pari materia reveals that the statutory provisions stand for the opposite conclusion: that, barring

an explicit grant of exclusive jurisdiction as is done in Richland and Summit Counties pursuant

to R.C. 2301.03(G) and (I),.an action under the UIFSA may be brought appropriately in either

the juvenile division or the domestic relations division.

The issue of concurrent jurisdiction of other common pleas court divisions relative to the

original, not original exclusive jurisdiction, of the juvenile court has been addressed previously

by this Court in the case of Brookbank v. Gray, 74 Ohio St.3d 279, 1996-Ohio-135 at paragraph

3 of the syllabus. In that case, the general division of the court of common pleas established

paternity of the deceased plaintiff s illegitimate son in a wrongful death case. The Brookbank

court noted that, pursuant to R.C. 2151.23(B)(2), the juvenile court has original jurisdiction over

the establishment of paternity for any child born out of wedlock. In overruling the contention
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that paternity of an illegitimate child may only be established in juvenile court, this Court

distinguished between juvenile court's original jurisdiction and its original exclusive jurisdiction.

Id., 74 Ohio St.3d at 293.

The issue ofjuvenile court's original versus exclusive original jurisdiction was also

addressed relative to a determination of paternity in the case of Standifer, where the court found

that unless a statute grants exclusive jurisdiction or exclusive original jurisdiction to another

court, the court of common pleas may properly assert jurisdiction over a matter. Standifer, 17

Ohio App.3d at 244.

Significant to this is review that Ohio has but two divisions of the common pleas court

vested with subject matter jurisdiction to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or

determine parentage: the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Divisions.7 Issues regarding

parentage can be brought in a juvenile court or a domestic relations court under both R.C.

3111.06 and R.C. 3111.381. Moreover, R.C. 3109.05 states that in a divorce, dissolution of

marriage, legal separation, or other child support proceeding, the domestic relations court may

order either or both parents to support or help support their children. (Appx. 98.) Also, the

establishment and modification of child support has been found to be a domestic relations matter

under R.C. 3105.011. (Appx. 95.) A domestic relations court's jurisdiction includes the

determination and subsequent modification of child support. Trump v. Trump (1999), 136 Ohio

7 For a limited exception, see R.C. 3111.381(E), which states: "If the alleged father of a child is
deceased and proceedings for the probate of the estate if the alleged father have been or can be
commenced, the court with jurisdiction over the probate proceedings shall retain jurisdiction to
determine the existence of nonexistence of a parent and child relationship between the alleged
father and any child without an administrative determination being requested from a child
support enforcement agency." (Appx. 101.) This provision, therefore, grants the probate court,
in limited circumstances, jurisdiction to establish parentage. It has been held, however, that a
probate court lacks subject matter jurisdiction under Ohio law to issue or modify an order for
child support. In the Guardianship ofB.ZC., Wayne App. No. 09CA0002, 2009-Ohio-4800 at
¶21.
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App.3d 123, 736 N.E.2d 39; see also In re Guardianship ofDerakhshan (1996), 110 Ohio

App.3d 190, 673 N.E.2d 954. In the case of Whitten v. Whitten, Cuyahoga App. No. 90236,

2008-Ohio-3446, the Eighth District Court of Appeals held that the Domestic Relations Division

of the Court of Common Pleas has subject matter jurisdiction over father's motion to correct

arrearages, despite mother's contention that the father's claim was for conversion. The Whitten

court found that issues of child support collection and overpayment were entirely within the

jurisdiction of the domestic relations division. This legal reasoning was followed in the case of

Nedal v. Nedal, Portage App. No. 2007-P-0022, 2008-Ohio-1025, which also found that issues of

child support fall within the scope of the domestic relations court's jurisdiction.

Prior to the enactment of the UIFSA, the majority of interstate support cases in Cuyahoga

County were handled by the Domestic Relations Court under the URESA. Therefore, when the

UIFSA became effective, the Domestic Relations Court had a multitude of interstate support

cases on its docket, the majority of which involved unmarried parties. Upon the effective date of

the UIFSA, this multitude of cases remained with the Domestic Relations Court, and rightfully

so: R.C. 3115.57 provides that orders "issued prior to the effective date of this section pursuant

to former Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code [i.e., the URESA] *** remain in full force and

effect as issued, but may be modified or terminated"--but only pursuant to the terms of the

UIFSA. R.C. 3115.57 (1997 H.B. 352, eff. 1-1-98). (Appx. 111.) Here, given the language of

R.C. 3115.57, it is understandable that the Domestic Relations Court concluded that it

maintained subject matter jurisdiction over such cases.

The language in R.C. 3115.57 also carries weighty significance because the language

contained therein authorized and supported the decision of Cuyahoga County's Domestic

Relations Court, with its multitude of pending interstate cases involving unmarried parents under
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the URESA, to continue to exercise jurisdiction over these matters when the UIFSA replaced the

URESA on January 1, 1998.

Rules ofStatutory Construction

Appellant asserts that by failing to apply the rules governing statutory construction under

Ohio law, the Eighth District rendered a decision under Pula that resulted in an overly narrow

interpretation of R.C. 2301.03(L)(1).

R.C. 1.49 provides that: "If a statute is ambiguous, the court, in determining the intention

of the legislature, may consider among other matters: (A) The object sought to be attained; (B)

The circumstances under which the statute was enacted; (C) The legislative history; (D) The

common law or former statutory provisions, including laws upon the same or similar subjects;

(E) The consequences of a particular construction; [and] (F) The administrative construction of

the statute. R.C. 1.49. (Appx. 44.) Moreover, case law provides that if the construction and

interpretation of statutory language reveals a statute to be facially ambiguous, it is the function of

courts to construe statutory language to effect a just and reasonable result. Cuyahoga Falls v.

General Mills Restaurants, Inc. (1996), 111 Ohio App.3d 635, 639-640, 676 N.E.2d 1206. The

Pula court's interpretation of R.C. 2301.03(L)(1) results in an untenable conflict between various

portions of the same statute, since one part of the statute grants domestic relation judges the same

power and jurisdiction as other judges in the court of common pleas, while the Pula court holds

that another part of the very same section limits those same judges' power and jurisdiction only

to divorces, dissolutions of marriage, legal separations, and annulments. That interpretation

brings with it the potential invalidation of thousands of paternity and support orders. Surely the

Pula rationale does not effectuate a just and reasonable result in this matter.

There also is available a body of case law relating to the proper reading of statutes, which
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case law the Pula court failed to acknowledge. That body of law dictates that the primary duty

of a court in construing a statute is to give effect to the intention of the legislative body enacting

the statute. Burgett's Lessee v. Burgett (1824), 1 Ohio 469, 1824 WL 32 ("When the legislature

have clearly expressed their will upon any subject, courts of law are bound to carry their will into

effect." Id., 1 Ohio at 473); Cuyahoga Cty. Support Enforcement Agency v. Lozada, (1995), 102

Ohio App.3d 442, 657 N.E.2d 372 ("[I]t is a well-settled principle of law that courts have the

authority to construe statues in order to effectuate their intent." Id., 102 Ohio App.3d at 449,

citing Burgett, supra). To discern legislative intent, a court first considers the statute language,

reading words and phrases in context and construing them in accordance with the rules of

grammar and common usage. State ex rel. Myles v. Brunner, 120 Ohio St.3d 328, 2008-Ohio-

5097 at ¶17, 899 N.E.2d 120. The court should consider the apparent purpose to be

accomplished and then adopt a construction that permits the statute and its various parts to be

construed as a whole and gives effect to the paramount object to be attained. Humphrys v.

Winous Co. (1956), 165 Ohio St. 45, 49, 133 N.E.2d 780.

Moreover, a legislative body is not presumed to do a vain or useless thing. Thus, when

language is inserted in a statute, the law presumes that it is inserted to accomplish some definite

purpose. See Celebrezze v. Hughes (1985), 18 Ohio St.3d 71, 74, 479 N.E.2d 886. Accordingly,

statutes should be construed as to give effect to the intention of the legislature, and, if possible,

render every section and clause effectually operative. See Humphrys, 165 Ohio St. at 56, citing

Pancoast v. Ruffin, 1 Ohio 381, 385-386, 1824 WL 23.

Appellant asserts that the Ohio Legislature inserted language into R.C. 2301.03(L)(1)

which clearly states that domestic relations judges in Cuyahoga County have the same powers

and jurisdictions as other judges of the court of common pleas for a reason. Moreover, instead of
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inserting limiting language relative to those domestic relation judges' authority, the Ohio

Legislature granted judges of the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court "all the powers

relating to all divorces, dissolution of marriages, legal separation, and annulment cases, except in

cases that are assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas for some special

reason." Clearly, that is not language intended to limit the Domestic Relations Court's power.

In reviewing a statute, a court must presume that the drafters were aware of previously

enacted legislation. See State v. Conyers (1999), 87 Ohio St.3d 246, 250, 719 N.E.2d 535.

Applied to Pula, this principle means that the reviewing court must presume that the drafters of

the UIFSA were aware both of the intent of the prior legislature to limit the jurisdiction of

Cuyahoga County's General Division of Common Pleas Court with R.C. 2301.03(L), and,

pursuant to the specific provision in R.C. 3115.57, the unambiguous intent of the legislators that

the Domestic Relations Court not lose jurisdiction over pending cases on its docket under the

URESA once the UIFSA became effective.

When two statutes deal with the same subject matter, the statutes should be construed

together and read in pari materia. Volan v. Keller (1969), 20 Ohio App.2d 204, 206, 253 N.E.2d

309. Indeed, a court is duty bound, if possible, to reconcile and harmonize so far as practicable

apparently conflicting statutory provisions so as to make them consistent, harmonious, and

sensible. See State ex rel. Burton v. Smith (1963), 174 Ohio St. 429, 432, 189 N.E.2d 876. "It is

settled that, where there are contradictory provisions in statutes, and both are susceptible of a

reasonable construction which will not nullify either, it is the duty of the court to give such

construction, and further, that where two affirmative statutes exist one is not to be construed to

repeal the other by implication unless they can be reconciled by no mode of interpretation."

Humphrys, 165 Ohio St. at 56-57, citing Exparte Hesse (1915), 93 Ohio St. 230, 234, 112 N.E.
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511.

Construing these various sections together gives effect to all their terms and provisions so

as to render them compatible with each other to the extent possible. See R.C. 1.51. (Appx. 45);

Commonwealth Loan Co. v. Downtown Lincoln Mercury Co. (1964), 4 Ohio App.2d 4, 6, 211

N.E.2d 57.

"The underlying spirit and policy of [child support statutes] are concern for `the best

interest of the child.' [Citation omitted.] Following this concem and the mandates of Title IV-A

and Title IV-D, the General Assembly attempted to design a program of child support

enforcement that would protect `the best interest of the child.' It would be virtually impossible

to demand that in so doing the General Assembly literally spell out every possible circumstance

encompassed by `the best interest of the child.' Rather, it is the purpose of the courts to interpret

the General Assembly's intent as it applies to the scores of circumstances which arise."

(Emphasis added.) Lozada, 102 Ohio App.3d at 450.

Also relevant here is that the UIFSA is a remedial statute, discussed at length below.

This fact, considered along with the legal doctrine of in pari materia and the duty of courts to

harmonize laws to reach a consistent, harmonious, sensible result, would preclude the Eighth

Appellate District from reaching the decision it reached in Pula. The Eighth Appellate District's

very narrow focus on that portion of R.C. 2301.03(L) which articulates that the Cuyahoga

County Domestic Relations Court has "all the powers relating to all divorce, dissolution of

marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, except in cases that are assigned to some other

judge of the court of common pleas for some special reason," with no recognition of the

historical context of those factors brought out herein is where, the Appellant believes, the

analysis fell off track. Nor is the Eighth Appellate District's overly narrow interpretation of this
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portion of R.C. 2301.03(L) compatible with the first provision of the statute which states that

judges of the Domestic Relations Division shall exercise the same power and jurisdiction as

other judges of the court of common pleas of Cuyahoga County. Had the Eighth Appellate

District factored in the well-documented history of the various provisions, and considered its

duty to harmonize the intent of the drafters, it could not have held that R.C. 2301.03(L) limits the

jurisdiction of Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court. Rather, it should be read as a

special provision which recognizes that, in some instances, the enumerated cases may be

assigned elsewhere for "some special reason," in much the same way that paragraphs (G) and (I)

contain special provisions which are an exception to the general jurisdictional provisions

otherwise applicable to the various divisions of the court of common pleas.

The UIFSA a Remedial Statute, was Enacted to Affect, with Ease in
Transition between the URESA and the UIFSA , Its Self-Evident Purpose.

The UIFSA, which proscribes the methods for enforcement of rights or obtaining redress,

is a remedial statute under Ohio law. See State ex. rel Holdridge v. Indus. Comm. (1967), 11

Ohio St.2d 178; see also Beam v. Beam (June 14, 2002), Darke App. No. 02-CA-1573, 2002-

Ohio-2910; Dunn v. Dunn (2000), 137 Ohio App.3d 117, 738 N.E.2d 81 (Discussing the

Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act (URESA), predecessor to the UIFSA). See

also Department ofHuman Services on behalf Young v. Leifester, 721 A.2d 189, 1998 ME 266

("UIFSA is a remedial statute, and as such must be construed liberally." Id. at ¶6); Support

Enforcement Div. ofAlaska v. Brenckle (1997), 424 Mass. 214, 675 N.E.2d 390 ("As a remedial

statute, and one not affecting substantive rights, it is proper that UIFSA should be applied

retroactively." Id., 424 Mass. at 220.)

A remedial law is one that provides "a means to enforce rights or redress injuries. *** A

law passed to correct or modify an existing law; esp., a law that gives a party a new or different
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remedy when the existing remedy, if any, is inadequate." Black's Law Dictionary, (8 Ed. 2004)

1319-1320. "Remedial legislation operates to correct defects in existing law, and relates to a

remedy, or the rules of practice or procedure, as distinguished from those acts which create and

define substantive rights." Dunn, 137 Ohio App.3d at 124.

More importantly, R.C. 1.11 provides that remedial laws and all proceedings under them

shall be liberally construed in order to promote their object and assist the parties in obtaining

justice. Moreover, this Court has held that statutes regulating procedure are remedial in their

nature, and such sections shall be liberally construed and applied to affect their self-evident

purpose. Wellston Iron Furnace Co. v. Rinehart (1923), 108 Ohio St. 117, at paragraph 1 of the

syllabus, 140 N.E.623. See also Seegert v. Zietlow (1994), 95 Ohio App.3d 451, 460, 642

N.E.2d 697. As a result, the Pula court was under a statutory obligation in its interpretation to

construe the UIFSA statute liberally to promote its object and assist the parties in obtaining

justice.

As an interstate support statute enacted by all the states, the purpose of the UIFSA was to

provide a uniform method throughout the United States and participating foreign countries for

handling interstate support obligations and providing out-of-state petitioners with a simplified

procedure to present their cases. See the UIFSA, 1997 H.B. 352 (eff. 1-1-98), available at

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillTextl22/122_HB_352_ENR.html (last visited Dec. 15,

2010); also UIFSA with Official Comments, url information available at pg. 9 herein, fn3 (last

visited Dec. 15, 2010). See also Yusuf, 2006-Ohio-6657, at ¶l0 ("In general terms, the UIFSA

provides for the registration of support orders issued in other states, the establishment of support

orders upon petition from support agencies in other states, and the enforcement of out-of-state

orders."); Slaughter, 2009-Ohio-61 10 at ¶16, citing Yusuf, ¶15 ("While the Act's purpose is no
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longer explicit, the UIFSA similarly manifests the Ohio legislature's intent to provide a practical

and efficient method for enforcing or establishing interstate support obligations."); Gowdey v.

Gowdey (Miss. App. 2002), 825 So.2d 67 ("The purpose of the UIFSA is to unify state laws

governing the establishment, enforcement, and modification of child support orders." (Citation

omitted.) Id. at ¶7); Tate v. Fenwick (Ind. App. 2002), 766 N.E.2d 423 ("A main purpose of the

Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) is to simplify the collection of child support

across state lines in today's highly mobile society; UIFSA provides a mechanism for cooperation

between state courts in enforcing duties of support." Id. at 423.

The progression of Ohio's switch from the URESA to the UIFSA is chronicled in Dunn.

"Effective January 1, 1998, Ohio repealed its RURESA statute and adopted the [UIFSA].

UIFSA contains specific provisions for reconciling competing child support orders issued by

different jurisdictions. The rules are intended `primarily to accommodate multiple orders for the

same obligation which arose under URESA.' Sowald & Morganstern, Ohio Domestic Relations

Law (1997) 69, Section 23.34. Except for insignificant *** differences in terminology, the

UIFSA priority rules are nearly identical to the existing requirements of the FFCCSOA. Id.; cf.

R.C. 3115.09 and Section 1738B(f), Title 28, U.S.Code." Dunn, 137 Ohio App.3d at 122-123

(Emphasis deleted.) The Court in Dunn also discussed the FFCCSOA (that is, the Federal Full

Faith and Credit for Child Support Act), and addressed how the Act set up a priority system to

determine which of competing child support orders under the URESA and RURESA is entitled

to full faith and credit, and the fact that the Act is remedial in nature. See Dunn.

It is helpful here to review what the Court in Dunn discussed when finding that the

FFCCSOA is remedial rather than substantive. "The FFCCSOA merely reinforces the support

obligation that arises at birth by providing a procedural framework for enforcing one state's
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support order in another jurisdiction. (Citation omitted.) The statute further attempts to reconcile

an existing inconsistency in the law, and, as such, is remedial in nature. As a remedial statute,

and one not affecting substantive rights, it is proper that the FFCCSOA be applied retroactively."

See Dunn, 124, citing Georgia Dept. of Human Resources v. Deason, 238 Ga.App.853, at 863-

864, 520 S.E.2d 712; accord Child Support Enforcement Div. ofAlaska v. Brenckle, supra.

Also important to note with the enactment of the UIFSA is the goal of the legislators that

the process of enforcing child support across state lines become easier. "UIFSA contains

specific provisions for reconciling competing child support orders issued by different

jurisdictions. The rules are intended `primarily to accommodate multiple orders for the same

obligation which arose under URESA' [Citations omitted.]" Dunn. The Court in Dunn went

on to identify that "[e]xcept for insignificant differences in terminology, the UIFSA priority rules

are nearly identical to the existing requirements of the FFCCSOA. [Citation omitted.] cf. ***

Section 1738B(f), Title 28, U.S.Code." Id. at 122.

Additional language in Dunn refers to the "findings" sections of the FFCCSOA, wherein

"Congress indicated that it was acting, in part, to remedy `the existence of multiple orders for the

same obligation *** [and] unnecessary relitigation of support matters.' " Id. Specific language

from the FFCCSOA's findings section includes the following: "The Congress finds that (1)

there is a large and growing number of child support cases annually involving disputes between

parents who reside in different States; (2) the laws by which the court of different jurisdictions

determine their authority to establish child support orders are not uniform; (3) those laws, along

with the limited imposed by the Federal system on the authority of each State to take certain

actions outsides its own boundaries-(A) encourage noncustodial parents to relocate outside the

States where their children and the custodial parents reside to avoid the jurisdiction of the courts
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of such States, resulting in an increase in the amount of interstate travel and communication

required to establish and collect on child support orders and a burden on custodial parents that is

expensive, time consuming, and disruptive of occupations and commercial activity; * * * (E) lead

to the excessive relitigation of cases and to the establishment of conflicting orders by the courts

of various jurisdictions, resulting in confusion, waste of judicial resources, disrespect for the

courts, and a diminution of public confidence in the rule of law; and (4) among the results of the

conditions described in this subsection are-(A) the failure of the courts of the States to give full

faith and credit to the judicial proceedings of the other States ***." FFCCSOA, section 1738B,

Title 28 U.S.C.A., eff. Aug. 5, 1997. (Appx. 40-41.)

There exists a version of Ohio's UIFSA that includes official comments of the drafters

who were members of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws

("NCCUSL"). UIFSA with Official Comments, url information available at pg. 9 herein, fn3

(last visited on Dec. 15, 2010). A review of the comments shows the drafters' intent that the

UIFSA be passed specifically "as a means to enforce rights and redress injuries; to correct or

modify an existing gap," which refers back to language used by Black's Law Dictionary to

define remedial law. Black's, at 1319-1320. A review of the official comments also show that

not only was the creation of the UIFSA to correct or modify the law it replaced, it was the hope

of the legislatures for a smooth transition between the URESA/RURESA and the UIFSA. See

UIFSA with Official Comments at 5, ¶ 3, url information available at pg. 9, fn 3 herein.

Another look at R.C. 3115.52(A) from a different perspective is revealing in that it allows

one to see the intent of the legislators that there be an ease and as seamless a transition as

possible in the interaction between the various initiating and responding tribunals while

attempting to transition cases the newly-enacted UIFSA. Again, the official comments shed light
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on the intent of the legislators. "The relationship between UIFSA and the prior uniform acts is

captured in the phrasing of Subsection (7), and repeated several times throughout the Act. See,

i.e., Subsections (16) and (19). The Act declares that URESA and RURESA are compatible with

UIFSA, and the new Act is designed to funcrion with the earlier acts without conflict." UIFSA

with Official Comments at 12, ¶ 2, url information available at pg. 9 herein, fn 3 (last visited on

Dec. 15, 2010); see Interstate Enforcement of Support - A Short Primer at B.1., ¶ 1, available at

http://www.childsupportguidelines.com/articles/art199907.html (last visited on Dec. 15, 2010)

("As stated in the Prefatory Note to UIFSA, the terminology of URESA was retained as much as

possible to ease the transition from URESA to UIFSA.").8

Based on this review, the Appellant asserts that not only was the UIFSA's purpose to fix

the shortcomings which became apparent in the URESA's ability to enforce interstate support

enforcement, the change was meant also to be as effortless as possible, in spite of the major

change in the law. Thus, besides all of the proofs offered in support of the position that

8 Highlighted in this footnote are two excerpts from the official comments of the UIFSA
as enacted in 1998, which show the legislators' intent for ease of transition from the old law to
the UIFSA. 1) "New Subsection (b), a transition provision, facilitates interstate enforcement
between UIFSA states and those URESA and RURESA states prior to the likely nationwide
enactment of UIFSA by January 1, 1998. *** Although the three uniform acts seek the same goal
*** and are compatible in the main, neither URESA nor RURESA can be said to be substantially
similar to UIFSA. *** The loser in the exercise of such hypertechnical interstate recalcitrance
was the child who was due support. In response to such bureaucratic impasses, the 1996
amendment authorizes a tribunal in a UIFSA state to provide whatever documentation is required
by a RURESA state to facilitate child support enforcement." UIFSA with Official Comments, at
26. 2) "This section directs a tribunal receiving UIFSA documents in error to forward the
original documents to their proper destination without undue delay, whether the appropriate
tribunal is located in the same state or elsewhere. This section is intended to apply both to
initiating and responding tribunals receiving such documents. For example, if a tribunal is
inappropriately designated as the responding tribunal, it shall forward the petition to the
appropriate responding tribunal wherever located, if known, and notify the initiating tribunal of
its action. Such a procedure is much to be preferred to returning the document so the initiating

tribunal to begin the process anew. Cooperation of this sort will facilitate the ultimate goals of

the Act[.] UIFSA with Official Comments at 28-29 (emphasis added), url information available

at pg. 9 herein, fn. 3 (last visited Dec. 15, 2010).
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Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court as a tribunal has concurrent jurisdiction to handle

all interstate cases under the UIFSA, including those cases involving unmarried parents,

Appellant adds here the argument that the UIFSA is a remedial statute, which by virtue of its

definition, is a statute inherently enacted to affect its self-evident purpose, and in this particular

instance, to do so with ease.

Practical Implications

Appellant asserts that the Pula court failed pursuant to R.C. 1.11 to construe the UIFSA

statutes in a manner that promotes its object or assists the parties in obtaining justice.

Relevant here is that the Eighth Appellate District itself has held that the policy of this

state requires, in sum, that the parent-child relationship be shielded from the unsettling effects of

further judicial inquiry, and that re-litigation of parentage be barred, as a general rule, in

subsequent actions. Lewis v. Chapin (1994), 93 Ohio App.3d 695, 702, 639 N.E.2d 848.

Considering that Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court had a multitude of

interstate support cases on its docket, the majority of which involved unmarried parties, the

resulting impact of transferring these cases to a new court's docket to begin litigation anew

cannot be clearly envisioned. To move these cases from the Domestic Relations Court to the

Juvenile Court, either when the UIFSA was enacted or at the present time, flies in the face of the

reasonable expectation that parent/child relationships be shielded from the unsettling effects of

further judicial inquiry. Moving the cases also would thwart totally the intent of the legislature

that there be ease and as smooth a transition as possible in the switch from the URESA to the

UIFSA.

The impact of this one decision has the potential to affect all 50 states as well as foreign

countries, whose various relationships with the State of Ohio and thereby the United States as a

32



nation may also be affected. Intentionally woven into the very fabric of the UIFSA is the legal

doctrine of full faith and credit, whereby each state affords credence to every other state's child

support enforcement efforts, applying and enforcing the laws of the initiating state as if their

own. Compliance with Pula would involve telling all states that have relied on their orders being

enforced by Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court that their orders are void, and that the

families relying on these orders must start over, providing starting over is an option. For those

whose claims are past the applicable statute of limitations, it will not be.

Support orders involving the international community are governed by formal agreement

between participating countries. One such agreement, having potential to impact the case before

this Court, results from the Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and

Other Forms of Family Maintenance.9 Said agreement, with the United States and over 50 other

signatories, memorialized what was negotiated, adopted, and supported with the underlying

understanding of reciprocity and involves the enforcement of child and spousal support across

intemational boundaries. Final Act of the Twenty-First Session (2007) ("Final Act"), at 3,

available at http://www.hcch.net/upload/fmact2le.pdf (last visited Dec. 15, 20 1 0)("States Parties

should take all appropriate measures, including the conclusion of international agreements, to

secure the recovery of maintenance for the child from the parent(s) or other responsible persons,

in particular where such persons live in a State different from that of the child ***"); accord

UIFSA with Official Comments at 13, url information available at pg. 9 herein, fn 3 (last visited

Dec. 15, 2010)("[T]he additional language and reorganization in Subsection (19)(ii) makes clear

that in this instance UIFSA follow the patterns of RURESA to require that a foreign nation must

have substantially similar law or procedures to either UIFSA, RURESA, or URESA (that is,

9 This Convention was the twenty-first session of the Hague Conference on Private International
Law, and met from Nov. 5-27, 2007. Final Act of the Twenty-First Session, at 3, available at
http://www.hcch.net/upload/finact2le.pdf (last visited on Dec. 15, 2010).
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reciprocity) in order for its support orders to be treated as if they had been issued by a sister state.

***[A]mended UIFSA 1996 recognizes that in international relations the concept of reciprocity

is crucial to acceptance of child support orders by other nations.") It is pertinent that this twenty-

first session in 2007 did not deal with novel concepts. Agreements in this twenty-first session

built upon earlier "best features" of earlier Hague Conventions and agreements.10 Stated

succinctly, the objective of the Convention was to "ensure the effective international recovery of

child support by * * * establishing a comprehensive system of co-operation between the

authorities of the Contracting States ***[and] requiring effective measures for the prompt

enforcement of maintenance decisions." Final Act at 3, available at

http://www.hcch.net/upload/finalact2le.pdf, (last visited Dec. 15, 2010).

In order to comply with the Eight Appellate District's decision in Pula, the Cuyahoga

County Domestic Relations Division is contemplating a situation whereby it may transfer the

multitude of existing UIFSA and URESA cases involving unmarried parents that have

accumulated since 1998 from the Domestic Relations Division to the Juvenile Division. It is

worthwhile to point out here that since 1959 when the Domestic Relations Division became a

court in Cuyahoga County, it is the sole division that has dealt regularly and extensively with

issues of paternity and support under the UIFSA. For this reason alone, it is foreseeable that the

transferring of the entire UIFSA and URESA dockets involving unmarried parents may result in

10 Specifically, the United Nations Convention on the Recovery Abroad of Maintenance of June
2, 1956 and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of November 20, 1989.

Id. Prefatory language of the signed agreement includes the following: "The States signatory to
the present Convention, [d]esiring to improve co-operation among States for the international
recovery of Child support and other forms of family maintenance, [a]ware of the need for
procedures which produce results and are accessible, prompt, efficient, cost-effective, responsive
and fair, *** [r]ecalling that, in accordance with Articles 3 and 27 of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989, in all actions concerning children
the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration, ***[h]ave resolved to conclude
this Convention and have agreed upon the following provisions -" Final Act, at 3.
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chaos for all involved." Such a result would have the Domestic Relations Court divest

thousands of cases from a court the litigants are familiar with and where the judicial officers

have experience with the specialized area of interstate support law as well as familiarity with the

underlying facts of each case, to a court the litigants were unfamiliar with, where the judicial

officers are not as experienced with interstate support law and have no underlying familiarity

with the facts of each case, and for which entirely new case numbers will be assigned, leading to

unavoidable confusion. Yet, the legislative intent of the UIFSA is to provide a uniform,

simplified, and expeditious means for out-of-state petitioners to present their support claims in

Ohio courts.

Shockingly, notwithstanding the plain language of the black letter law and case law,

coupled with available legal doctrines, specifically: 1) the rules of statutory construction; 2) the

rule of in pari materia; 3) the rule relative to interpreting and applying remedial statutes, coupled

with the legal standard of protecting what's in the best interest of the child; and factoring in 4)

the important objective that family maintenance issues have finality at some point and not be

subjected to re-litigation; and finally, 5) considering the unsettling jolt to the affected families

and the potential for widely-experienced, negative impact to the legal system, the court in Pula

found no way to reconcile and harmonize the statutory provisions before it so as to make them

consistent, harmonious, and sensible. Appellant's strong assertion is that the decision in Pula is

contrary to proper application of the rules of statutory construction and all other available, vital

considerations. This cannot be the intent of the legislature.

11 This review is limited to what could result should this Court af$rm the Eighth Appellate
District's decision in Pula. It does not address the even wider ruling in the Eighth Appellate

District's ruling in Pendergraft. The Eighth Appellate District in Pendergraft held that Cuyahoga
County's Domestic Relations Court does not have subject matter jurisdiction to hear any matter
under the UIFSA, which includes the domestic relations matters of divorce, legal separation,
dissolution and annulment. Pendergraft. This Court held its decision and stayed briefing in

Pendergraft, pending its decision in Pula.
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The specific grant to the Domestic Relations Division to hear all interstate cases under

the URESA, coupled with the fact that the UIFSA is a remedial statute, void of any language

divesting the Domestic Relations Court of jurisdiction to hear interstate cases upon the transition

from the URESA to the UIFSA, shows the intent of the legislature that subject matter jurisdiction

for these type of cases remain with Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court. Read and

considered as they should be, i.e., by applying all of the available legal doctrines, the various

statutory provisions support the conclusion that, barring an explicit grant of exclusive

jurisdiction as is done in Richland and Summit Counties pursuant to R.C. 2301.03(G) and (I), all

actions under the UIFSA, including those involving unmarried parents, are properly vested in

either Cuyahoga County's Juvenile Court or its Domestic Relations Court. It is the position of

the Appellant that all of these factors reasonably and accurately show that the purpose of R.C.

2301.03(L) was to empower, not limit, the authority of the Cuyahoga Domestic Relations Court.

CONCLUSION

Appellant asserts strongly that, given the documented history relative to the various

sections under Ohio's UIFSA and R.C. 2301.03(L), and that the UIFSA is remedial in nature,

along with all other relevant considerations, there is presented herein accurate, documented,

compelling history supporting the argument that the Eight Appellate District's decision in Pula

is misguided. Given the specific grant of jurisdiction to handle interstate cases under the

URESA, combined with many considerations, including: 1) the statutory language granting the

Domestic Relations Court concurrent subject matter jurisdiction with Juvenile Court as trial

courts of record; 2) the fact that under the URESA and RURESA, litigation of interstate cases

had for years been litigated in Cuyahoga County's Domestic Relations Court; 3) that when the

UIFSA became effective, the Domestic Relations Court had a multitude of interstate cases
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pending, which cases it, by legislative design, continued to exercise jurisdiction over after the

UIFSA became effective; 4) and given the UIFSA's stated goal to effect as smooth a transition as

possible from the URESA to the UIFSA; it is clear that in Cuyahoga County, subject matter

jurisdiction under the UIFSA lies with the Domestic Relations Court, as well as with the Juvenile

Court; and taking into consideration all relevant law and factors, this Court should clarify that

under the UIFSA, the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court has subject matter

jurisdiction to hear all matters, including those involving unmarried parents.

There exists both compelling and sound reasons upon which this Court can rely,

comfortably, in reversing the judgment of the Eighth Appellate District in Pula. For all of the

reasons outlined above, the Appellant urges this honorable Court to do so.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Mason,
C ahog County Pros uto^

By:
Mark R. Marshall (#0056126),
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office
P.O. Box 93923
Cleveland, Ohio 44101-5923
(216) 443-8868

SERVICE

A copy of the foregoing Merit Brief has been mailed this 17`h day of December, 2010 to

Adrienne Huanani-Branch, 3010 West 115`h Street, Apt. 1, Cleveland, Oh^'o 44111.

Mark Marshall (#0056126)
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NOTICE OF APPEAL OF APPELLANP,
THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

Now comes the Cuyahoga County Child Support Enforcement Agency (CSEA)

and hereby gives Notice of Appeal to the Supreme Court of Ohio from a judgment and

finat:order of the Court of Appeals for Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Eighth Judicial District,

journalized in Court of Appeals Case No. CA 9346o on April 21, 2oao.

Said cause raises a substantial constitutional question or is a case of public and

great general interest.

Respectfully submitted,

William D. Mason,
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor

Mark Marshall (#0056126)
Kestra Smith (#0044166)
Joseph Young (#0055339),
Assistant Prosecuting Attorneys
P.O. Box 93923
Cleveland, Ohio 44ioi
(216) 443-8868
(216)443-5958 fax
p4mrm(&cuyahoeacounty.us
kjsmith@cu tS aho acQ ountv.us
jyoung(a) ciivahogacounty.us

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of the foregoing Notice of Appeal has been sent by regular U.S. mail this
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ark R. Marshall (#0056126),
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
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P.O:Box93$94'.
Cleveland, OH 44101-5894

FOR APPELLEE

Adrierine H. Pula-Branch
3010 West 115ei StreetApt. 1

C,levelaia.d,4 OH 4411LL1, .

RECEIVED FOR FILING

APR 292010
GEgq,Lp ^.SU.E CLERK
B^l,J. {(/([i^-G/L Deputy

FILED AND JOURNALIZED
PER APRR. 22(C)

A 2 I 2010

GER L
CLERKOF E0'T

BY
EALS

CA09093460 62115617

ANNOUNCEMENT OF DECISION
PER APP.'Rs 22(B) AND 26(A)

'' RECEIVED

.2010

. ;zit
yt^

GERAL
CLERK OP TH
BY

C
'U
T)

SS
',APPEAL3
- DS'.

N:B:: This entry'is a'n aniiouncement of the court's decision. See App.R: 22(B) and
26(A); Loc:App:R. 22: This decision will be journalized and will become the judgment

wi 0 andorder of the courVpursuant to App.R. 22(C) unless a motion for reconsideration
n with supparting brief,' per App.R. 26(A), or a motion for consideration en banc with
1^ supporting brief; per LocAppR 25.1(B)(2); is filed within ten days of the

announcement of the court's decision. The time period for review by the Supreme
s anno cem nt ' 1- 11 th 1' t' f th' t' e ttbf O uno run upon e journa iza ion o is courhio s a egmCourt o .

of decision by the clerk per App.R. 22(C) See, also, S.Ct. Prac.R. 2:2(A)(1):

yaLU702 pr,0925

qp
8/CU

[Appx. 41



CHRISTINE T. McMONAGLE, P.J.:

This case originated as an interstate petition for child support filed by the

state of Hawaii under the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, codified in

phio at R. C. 3115:01 et seq: The petition was broughton behalf of Ruby K. Pula,

maternal gr-an:dmother of minor child K.G:P., and sought an order of support

from Adrienne Haunani Pula-Branch, the child's mother. K.G.P. was born in

Hawaii and lives there with Pula; his mother lives in Cleveland: K:G.P.'s

parents never married:

Counsel for,Cuyahoga Support Enforcement Agency ("CSEA"-} filed the

petition in the domestic relations division of the Cuyahoga,County Common

Pleas Court: Pula-Branch did not appear at the subsequent hearing before the
^. , ^^,•.^

magistrate,# althix^^i she was properly served. At the hearing, CSEA provided^.,.^

information about both the purported father, George E. Gates, and Pula;

Branch's m;comes for 6urposes of determining the mother's support obhgation::

The magistrate subsequently issued a decision ordering Pula-Branch to

pay $61 per month in child support ($51 current child support plus $10

arrearage support): The magistrate's decision found that the birth certificate

submitted with the petition identified her as the child's mother. (Although not

n..oted hy,the magistxatg,the birth certificate also identified Gates as the child's,. _

father The magistrate further found that according to the petition, paternity

d^i`.; i02 FG0926

[Appx. 5
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had been established.l Nevertheless, the magistrate concluded that no evidence

verifying the establishment of paternity had been submitted to thecourt. The

magistrate concluded that without evidence verifying paternity, it would be

inequitable to include the father's income in any child support calculation.

The trial court subsequently overruled

magistrate's decisian and adopted the decision in

from the trial court's decision.

CSEA's objections to the

ts entirety. CSEA appealed

his court suia ^,sponte ordered CSEA to brief the issue, of whether the

dqrnestic x,e,lation cQUrt had subject-matter jurisdiction

the parentsnever married, and the person seeking support was not,the parezrt

of the child. Because the domestic relations court lacked jurisdiction, we r,everse
,.. •

with instructions to the domestic relations court to vacate itS order

A

means `the court's statutory or constitutional power to

adjudicate the case.' The term encompasses jurisdiction over the subject matter

and o,v,er the person., Because subject-matter jurisdiction goes to the power of

the court.to adjudicate the merits of a case, it can never be waived and may be

challenged at any time. It is a`condition precedent to the court's ability to, hear

ISection VIIIof the Child"Support Enforcement Transmittal form from the Maui

establishingpaternity was attached to the petition.
branch of Haw aii's Chi1d Support Enforcement Agency indicated that a birth certificate

uR!.^ / 0 2 PG O 9 2 7
[Appx. 6



the case. If a court acts without jurisdiction, then any proclamation by that

court is void."' Pratts o. Hurley, 102 Ohio St.3d 81, 2004-Ohio-1980, 806 N.E.2d

992; ¶11 (interna ci£ations omitted).

II.

Under R.C. 31'15.16(B)(1) of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act,

when" a"responding tribunal" in Ohio receives a complaint or comparable

pleading from an initiating state (in this case Hawaii), it may "to the extent

otherWise authorized by law *** issue or enforce a support. order."

CSFA coia.tends that the domestic relations court was the proper

ri^unalf in this case because R.C. 3115:01(R) defines "responding,esponding,t _....

tribunal" as "the authorized tribunal in a responding state" and R.C. 3115.01(X)

defines,"tribunal" as,`any trial court of record in this state ***.",, In lightof

these definitions, CSEA contends that it may bring an action under the Uniform

Interstate Family Support Act in any Ohio court, and therefore the domestic

relations court had,proper jurisdiction of this matter. We disagree, because the ..

statuteprovides that.the responding tribunal must be an
,ik :,_ . . . .. - . . .

and may, act only "tQ the extent otherwise authorized by la

authorized" tribunal

r.° Although in some

counties, a domesticrelations court may be an appropriate "respondingtribunal"

under, the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act and authorized to hear cases

such as this one, where the parents never married, the domestic relations court

qL'] 7 0 2 E5 0 928
[Appx. 7
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of Cuyahoga County is not authorized to hear and decidecases that do not

involve issues relating to a divorce, dissolution, legal separation, or annulment

of a marriage.

The Ohio Constitution vests the judicial power of the state in "courts of

common pleas and divisions thereof *** as established by law." Section 1,

ticle IV, Ohio Constitution. The Ohio General Assembly defines the

jurisdiction of the courts of common pleas and their respective divisions.

$ections 4(A) and (BS), Article IV, Ohio Constitution; Walters v. Johnson, 5"' Dist:

No.-01CA107, 2Q02-Qhio-2680, citing Seventh Urban,Inc. v, Uniu. Propgrty Deu,;

Inc. (1981);67 Ohio St.2d 19, 423 N.E.2d 1070.

R,C,. 3105 a11 sets forth the jurisdiction of the domestic relations divisions:

#'the eommon pleas courts as followsi "The court of common pleas[,] including

a .,, . ...^,. .^ . :. :RI^. ^l_.. ... . . .

ivisions of oourts of domestic relations has full equitable powers and

j}irisdiction appppriate to the determination of all domestic r.elationsmatters."

=This, section limits.thejurisdiction of the domestic relations division to the

determination of,domestic relations matters." Lisboa v. Karner, 167 Ohio App.3d

359, 2006-Ohio-3024, 855 N.E.2d 136, ¶6.

Although R.C. 3105:011 does not define "domestic relations matters," the

General Assembly set forth the jurisdiction of the domestic relations



-5-

recognized by the Fifth District, "the Ohio GeneralAssembly was not consistent

iii its enabling language [of R.C. 2301.03] and tailored the jurisdictions of the

domestic s'elations and juvenile courts to the needs and/or desires of the specific

county." Walters, supra. Thus, the jurisdiction of Ohio's domestic relations

cburts may vary from county to county.

With 'respect to Cuyahoga County, R.C. 2301:03(L)(1) provides that

domestic relations court judges in Cuyahoga County "have all the powers

reTating to; ail di,vorce,: dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and<annulment

uyahogacasES j,..Thuswith respect to the domestic relations court of GC

Count; "do,mestic relations matters" within the purview of R.C. 3105.O11, is

limited to th,ose matters set forth in R.C. 2301.03(L}(,;

.^, , The Frankhn,,County Court of Appeals reached a similar conclusion in
'

Levy v, Levy(May J^J78), 10°h Dist. No: 79AP-918. In that case, Doreen Ley,y

cohabitated wrth, but was not married to, Simon Levy. She sought an equitable

division of property;between them, which included considering the substantial

money: and services she had provided to Simon and his company. She brought

her claim in domestic relations court, and the trial court dismissed for lack of

jurisdiction. The appeals court affirmed. It noted that R.C. 3105.011 confers

jurisdiction,over, "domestic relations matters" in the domestic relations divisions

qf the comxnon pleas courts. It further found that R.C. 2301.03(A) defines the

}^i I^ 7 [3 2 [APpx. 91



jurisdiction of the domestic relations division of the Franklin County Common

Pleas Court as including: "all powers relating to juvenile courts *** all

,paternity proceedings *** and all divorce, alimony, and annulment cases:" It

concluded that with respect to the domestic relations court in Franklin County,

"`domestie relations matters' within the purview of R.C. 3105.011 [are] limited

to those matters set, forth in R.C. 2301.03(A)." Thus it concluded that because

Doreen's claim did not involve a "domestic relations matter," it could not be

bY ought in the domestic relations court:Z

1;^ LikeWzse,here; as the interstate petition for child support was not related

toa,d^vorce.,.diss,olution;of marriage, legal separation, or annulment, the only

matters,per R.C. 2301.01(L)(1) over which the Cuyahoga County domestic

relations judges have jurisdiction, the case did not constitute a "domestic

relatYOinsmatter"within the contemplation of R.C: 3105.011. Accordingly, the
„.5, _. K. . E> . . . . . ...

dpY^estic relatYOns cau"r"tdid not have jurisdiction over the case3 and, hence; its

qonversely, in Y]'alters, supra, the Fifth Appellate District held that the

domestiC relatiohs court of Licking County did have jurisdiction to hear a custody

matter ipvolving a chilct of unmarried parents because the enabling legislation of R.C.
2'30103(§), setting forth the jurisdiction of the Licking County Domestic Relations
Court, provided that the court had jurisdiction to determine "the allocation of parental
rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the designation for the children
of a place of residence andlegal custodian, parenting time, and visitation:"

3"[T]he domestic relations eourt has no jurisdiction with reference to an award

ofchild'supportwhich. is not given to it by statute Bantz U. Bantz (Feb. 10,

1993), 2"a Dist. No. 92-CA-0073:

=' 7 F5093 lUc

LAppx: 101
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support order vias void ab initio. We therefore reverse and remand with

instructionsto the domesticrelations court to vacate its order.°

Costs waived.

The court finds there were reasonable grounds for this appeal.

It is ordered that a special mandate be sent to said court tocarry this

udgment into execution.

A certified copy of this entry shall constitute the ma
y. . . ..

Ruli the'RuI'e 9 qP,0 ell Proc

e,

P,m

CHTINE-TMc1VIONAGLE; $RESIDING JUDGE

1VIELODY T. STEWART, J., and
COLLEEN CONWAY COONEY, J., CONCUR

date. p.ursuant to

'Under R.O. 2151.23(B)(3), which provides that the juvenile court has original

jurisdiction under the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, this case would be

properly brought in juvenile court

^^^01 7 C^ G r0 0 9 3 2
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
DIVISION OF DOMESTIC RELATIONS

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

RUBY K. PULA
Case No: DRO8 323885 UIFSA

Petitioner Judge: CHERYL S. KARNER

ADRIENNE HAYNANI PULA-BRANCH JUDGMENT ENTRY

Respondent

f hearin March 19 2009 before Magistrate James R. Tanner, Jr. to whom
o

t g yaccording to law. Appearances were made by an Assistant Cuyahoga County rosecu
mQIIA4. . . . .

r gThts matter came on
this matter was referred by Judge Cheryl S. Karner

upon the Petition filed in accordance with the

provisions of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (U.I.F.S.A.) Revised Code §3155.01 et. seq.

November 18, 2008 from the State of Hawaii, the Respondent having been duly served with civil process
P f Attorne forn

(heP.etitloneranCltneluyanoga3uppurri%u=^.^^ _^•••^^s"+'^."----?-

ety.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

Objections were flled to the Magistrate's decisionpursuantt4
Civil Rule 53 of the Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure. After

' s Decision, anaconaidoration of the pleadings, tulagistrate
objentions; said objections are hereby overruled and the deCleiott
ofthe Magistrate hereby adopted.

^ i. . -, .
The Petition filed ip accordance with the provisions of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Ac

{U.I:F,S.A.) Revised Code §3155.01 et. seq. November 18, 2008 from the State of Hawaii is hereby

GRANTED.

The worksheet used to compute child support

Worksheet-SplitParental Rights and;Respons,bil,ties)

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that when nrivatehealth

insurance IS being provided by a party in accordance with this order for the child named above, the Child

Support Obligor shall pay child support for the minor chlld in the sum of $50.00 per month ($50.00 per
month per child) to the Child Support Obligee, and/or her assignee(s), plus 2% processing charge. (Line

-29,Child Support Computation Worksheet-Sole ResidentialParent or Shared Parenting Order or Line 27, Child Support Computation

§3119.022 or §3119.023 is attached as Exhibit A.



IS FIIRTHER ORDERED ADJiTDGED AND DECREED that when private healthIT

p

Qlus2%pprocessing charge-
(Line 29, Child SupportComputation WorksheeFSole Residential Parent or Shared ParentingArder or

Line 27,Child support Computatton,Worksheet-SplttParentalRightsandResponstbtlities) .. . . .

Child Support Obligor shall pay child support,for the mtnor child m t e sum o p

er chil'd) to the Child Support Obligee, and/or her assignee(s), for the minor child,
($5000 er month

Iinsurance emR p h f$50 00 er month
S NOT b` rovided by a party in accordance with this order for the child named above, the

The Court finds that the Child Support Obligor's total annual gross income (Line 7s, Child Support
Computation Worksheet) is less than 150% of the federal poverty guideline for an individual. Pursuant to Ohio
Revised Code §3119.30(C) the cash medical support obligation is zero.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that when private health
insurance IS NOT being provided by a party in accordance with this order for the child named above, the

Child Support Obligor shall pay cash medical support in the sum of $0-00 per month ($0.O0per month

per child), plus 2% processingcharge-
(Line 31, Child Support Computation Worksheet-Sole Residential Parent orShared

ParentingOrderorLine29,ChildSupport ComputationWorksheet-SplitParentalRightsandResponstbilities) . . .. .

If private health insurance coverage is being provided and becomes unavailable or is

terminated, the Child Support Ob&gor SHALL BEGIN paying cash medical support commencing

the 5rst day of the month immediately followingthe month in which private health insurance

'coverage became ,unavailable or is terminated, and SHALL CEASE paying cash medical support

an the last day of the nipnth immediately preceding the month in which private health insurance

c'overa'ge begins Orresuii3es: Cash medical support shall be paid in addition to childsupport.

As of March 31, 2009 the arrearage is $459.00. This sum includes all accrued child support, cash
medical support, spousal siipport, and processing charges- This sum supercedes all prior determinations

of arrearage.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJi7DGED AND DECREED that the Child Support

Obligor shall pay an additional $10.00 per month toward the existing arrearage.

constderedas paymen o pp . _
payments to OCSP,Cmay be made at the Cuyahoga County Treasurer's Office, County Administration

Building, lst Floor - Cashier, 1219 Ontario Street, Cleveland,'Ohio 44113. All payments shall include the
^'ollowing; Obligor's name, Social Security Number, SETS case number, and Domestic Relations Court

case number.t- `

All support under this order shall be withheld or deducted from the income or assets of the
obligor pursuant to a withholding or deduction notice or appropriate order issued in accordance with
Chapters 3119., 3121., 3123., and3125. of the Revised Code or a withdrawal directive issued pursuant to

ot182372, Co um us,
t f su orC Cheeks or money orders shall be made payableto "OCSPC". Cash

Total monthly order is $61.00 when health insurance isprovided.
This includes: $51.00 currenfchild support (including 2% processing charge)

$10.00 arrearage payment(including2"oprocessingcharge).

Total monthly order is $61.00 when health insurance is not provid8d.

This includes: $51.00 current child support ( including 2% processing charge)
e)charsi% gngo proces$ OA0 currentcash medical support (including 2

chari" ge)-oprocess ng$10.00arrearagepayment(including2
;;as ^ . ^ .^ .' ^ . . ^ ^ . .. . . . . . .

aid through-0hio Child Support Payment Central (OCSPC), P.O. Box
iit shali be'lls p pptuA

43218-2372 Any payments not made through OCSPC shall not be
b Ohi

H865 TP.DOC(82006)
[Appx. 15]



sections 3123.24 to 3123.38 of the Revised Code and shall be forwarded to the obligee in accordance with
Chapters 3119.; 3121:, 3123., and 3125. of the Revised Code.

To secure the support obligations, the Court finds that the Child Support Obligor receives income
from an income source. A withholding notice shall issue in the amount of $61.00 per month.

1NCOME SOURCE Dollar Rent A Car Systems, Inc.
ADDRESS, P.O. Box 283

St. Louis;Mo.'63166

Until the income source begins withholding in the appropriate amount, the Child Support Obligor

The income.source shall be notified not to withhold a total amount, including all fees, in excess of

the amount allowed under Section 303(b) of the "Consumer Credit Protection Act," 15 U.S.C. 1673(B).

shall make payments directly to OCSPC.

deductible cost required under the health insurance policy, contract, or plan that covers the child, when
private;health insurance eoverage is being provided in accordance with this order.

Private Health Insurance Findings
A list of any privale health insurance policies, contracts or plans available to the parties including

a description of any private health insurance in which the Child Support Obligor, the Child Support
Obligee, and the child are enrolled (Private Health Insurance Questionnaire) is attached hereto.

The Court finds that neither parent has private health insurance available to cover the child.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Child Support
Obligor and the Child Support Obligee shall immediately inform the CSEA if private health insurance
coverage for the child becomes available to either the Obligor or the Obligee. The CSEA shall determine
if the private health insurance is available at a reasonable cost and if coverage is reasonable, order the
Obligor or the Obligee tootitain private health insurance.

k
6 IT IS FiTRTHER` ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Child Support
Obligor and the Child Support Obligee shall comply with the request of the CSEA in advance of an
administrative review of a support order to provide the following: copy of federal income tax return from
the previous year, copy of,all pay stubs within the preceding six (6) months, copy of all other records
evidencing the receipt of any other salary, wages or compensation within the preceding six (6) months,
and, if the Obligor is a member of the uniformed services and on active military duty, a copy of the
Obligor's Internal Revenue Service Form W-2, "Wage and Tax Statement," and a copy of a statement
detailing the Obligor's earnings and leave with the uniformed services. The Child Support Obligor and
the Child Support Obligee shall also provide a list of available group health insurance and health care

deducted or the opening of a newaccount with any financial institution.

IT IS FIJRTBER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the child support
OBLIGOR pay I00°/u`qf "thecosts of the health care needs of the child that exceed the amount of cash
medical support oFdered'to be paid, if any, when private health insurance coverage is not available or is
not being provided in accordance with this order, OR of the uninsured health care costs or co-payment or

of the employment and the name, business address and telephone number of any employer. The Obligor
shall immediately notify the CSEA of any change in the status of an account from which support is being

notify the CSEA, in writing, of any change in employment (including self-employment), receipt of
additional income/monies or termipation of benefit. The Obligor shall include a description of the nature

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Obligor immediately

H865_TP.DOC (812006)
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IF YOU ARE AN OBLIGOR AND YOU FAIL TO GIVE THE REQUIRED NOTICES,
YOU MAY NOT RECEIVE NOTICE OF THE FOLLOWING ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS
AGAINST YOU: INIPOSITION OF LIENS AGAINST YOUR PROPERTY; LOSS OF YOUR
PROFESSIONAL OR OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE, DRIVER'S LICENSE, OR
RECREATIONAL LICENSE; WITIitIOLDING FROM YOUR INCOME; ACCESS
RESTRICTION AND DEDUCTION- FROM YOUR ACCOUNTS IN FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS; AND"ANY OTHER ACTION PERMITTED BY LAW TO OBTAIN MONEY
FROM YOU TO SATISFY YOUR SUPPORT OBLIGATION.

Failure to comply with this support order can result in a contempt action; and, as provided in
Ohio Revised Code §2705.05the penalty for which may be impriso ent for not more than thirty (30)
Jays in jail and/or fine of not more than $250:00 for a first offe ; not more than sixty (60) days in jail
and/or fine of not more than $500.00 for a second offense, d not ore than ninety (90) days in jail
and/or not more than $1;000.00 fine for a third or subseque offense.

Costs adjudged against Respondent.

H865TPIDOC (8/2006)
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^Amended Senate $illNo. 145)

AN ACT

To amead sections 2301.02 and 2301.03 of theRevised Code to
providefor a division of domesticrelationsin the court of
common pleas of Cuyahbga and Lake counties, to provide
fortheeleciioaofjudges thereto and to increase the number

.-of-judges-of -the •couzt-of-common p1eaS of Tuscarawas,
--..ysncaouaa, _trreene,.xortage, ana _^aotocounnes. , , .

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SECrzoN 1. That sections 2301.02 and' 2301.03 of the Revised Code
be ainended to read as follows:

Numbei- of judges for each county; terms of office; vacancies.

Sec. 2301.02. The number of judges for each county, the time for
the next election of said judges in the several counties, and the beginning
of their terms shall be as follows<

(A) In Adams, Ashland; Fayette, *** Pike, and Ross counties,
one judge, elected in 1956, term to begin February 9, 1957;

In *** Athens, Brown, Crawford, Defiance, Delaware, Fairfield,
Highland, Holmes, Lawrence, Licking, Miami; Morgan, Ottawa, Union,
and Warren counties, one judge, in 1954, term to begin Februaiy.9, 1955;

In Auglaize county, one judge, in 1956, term to begin January 9, 1957;
In .Clermont,, Coshocton, *** Darke, Erie, Fulton, : Gallia, lGeauga,

Guernsey, Hardin, Jackson, Knox, Logan, Madison, Medina, Mercer, -
Monroe, Morrow, Paulding; *** Seneca; *** Vinton; Wayne, Wood
and Wyandot counties, one judge, in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957;

In Carroll, Champaign„ Clinton, Hancock, Hocking, *** Marion,
,Meigs; Pickaway, Preble, Shelby, Van Wert, Washington, and Williams
counties, one judge, in 1952, term to begin January 1, 1953;

-Tn Harrison and Noble counties, one judge, in 1954, term to begin`
April 18, 1955;

In Henry and Putnam counties, one judge, in 1956; term to begin May
9; 1957;

In Huron county, one judge, in 1952, term to begin May 14, 1953;

In Musldngum courity; one judge, in 1956, term to begin August 9,
1957 ;

In Perry county, one judge, in 1954, term to begin July 6; 1956;
In Sandusky *** county, one judge, in'1954, term to begin February

0, 1955;
(}3) In Allen county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to

anuary 1, 1959; -
egm February 9, 1957, the second to be elected in 1.958, terr"

X, :Y961;
';ibegin February 9, 1955, one to be elected in 1960, term to begin January

' In Ashtabula county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954 term to

[Appx. 19]



In Greene county, two judges one to be elected in 1956 term to be dn, , g
February 9, 1957, the second to be elected in 1960, term to1, 1961, begin lanzsary

'
InL¢ke county two judges, one to be elected in 1958 term to'be in, g

_January 1, 19591 -the-second to be elected in 1960; term to begin'7anuaryo rnx7. . . . . .. . . . .

-- In Portage county,-two judges, one to be-elected in 1956 term to'be in, g
ua 1 1ry ,Tan 957, the second to be elected in 1960, term Sp be in Januaryg

1 196Y, ;
In Scioto county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954 term to be in, g

February 10,1455, the secon.d to be elected in 1960, term to begin January
1 Z961, ;

- In Belmont and Jefferson counties two judges in 1954 terms to, , ,
beginJanuary 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectivelv:

In Clark county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952 term to begin,
J u 1 19an ary , 53, the second to be elected in 1956 term to begin Januar
2 1957. . ' y

In Columbiana county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952, term to
begiii January 1, 1953, tle second to be elected in 1956, term to begin
J 1 1957anuary , ;

In Zorain county, three judges, two to be elected in 1952 term to, s
begin January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1953, respectively, and one to be
ei t d i 1958 rec e n , te m to begin January 3, 1959;

In Trumbull county, three judges one to be elected in 1952 term to, ,
begin January 1, 1953, the second to be elected in 1954, term to begin
January 1, 1955, and the third to be elected in 1956, term to begin Jan-
uary 1, 1957;

In Butler county, three judges, one to be elected in 1956 term to,
begin January 1, 1957, and two judges to be elected in 1954, terms to begin

1 55January , 19 , and February 9, 1955, respectively;

In Richlaind county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to
begin January 1.,1957, the second to be'eleeted in 1960, term to begin
F b 9 1 61e ruacy , 9 ;

In Tuscarawas county, two judges; one to be elected in 1956, term to
begin January 1, 1957, and the; second to be elected in. 1960, term to begdn
l 2 1anuary , 96L

(C) In Cuyahoga county, *** twenty-one judges; ei ht to beg
elected in 1954, terms to begin on successive days beginnin from Januarg y
1, 1955, to Jannary 7, 1955, inclusive, and February 9 1955 res ectivel, , p y;
eight to be elected in 1956, terms to begin on successive days beginning
fro J n a 1 195m a ryu , 7, to January 8, 1957, inclusive; *** three to be
elected in 1952, terms to begin from January 1, 1953, to January 3, 1953,
i el ir us ue; and two to be elected in 1960, terms to begin on January 8, 1961,
¢nd T n 1a uary 9; 961, resj5ectiuely;

In Franklin county, ten jndges; two to be elected in 1954, terms to
begin January 1, 1955, and February 9; 1955, respectively; four to be
elected in 1956, terms to begin January 1, 1957; to January 4; 1957, in-
clusive; and four to be elected in 1958, terms to begin January 1, 1959, to

a 4 95J nuary, , 1 9; inciusive ;
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ven to be elected in 1954, termssd eges;In Hamilton county, twelve ju
to begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, and from February 9, 1955, to'

five to be elected in 1956, termslytis ;vepecEebruary 13, 1955, inclusive, re inclusive;1957January 5t95 ,,o7;to begin from January 1, 1
In Lucas county, six judges ; two to be elected in 1954, terms to begin

ectively; two to be elected inres19559 p,,January 1, 1955, and February
1956, terms to begin January 1, 1957, and October 29, 1957, respectively;
and two to be elected in 1952, terms to begin January 1, 1953, and Janu-

ary 2, 1953, respectively;
three to be elected in 1954, termsdges;In Mahoning county, five ju

to begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respect-
ively; one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957; and one

1953;n Jy 1bet ,goto be elected in 1952; term three to be elected in 1954,esdj ;guIn Montgomery county, seven
terms to.begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, and January 3, 1955, re-

to be elected in 1952; terms to begin January 1,1953,ud f rospectively; an respectively;19532l1953 ,,y, JuJanuary 2, 1953, July 1, term to beginlected in 1958bt ,e eoIn Stark county, five judges; one
on January 2• 1959; two to be elected in 1954, ternts to begin on January
1, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively; and two to be elected in 1952,

Yespectively ;1953ril 16d Aa3 ,,pn,terms to begin January 1, 195
es ; four to be elected in 1954, terms todj guIn Summit county, seven

begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, January 3, 1955, and February
9, 1955; respectively; and three to be elected in 1958, terms to begin Janu-
ary 1, 1959, January 2, 1959, and May 17, *** 1959, respectively.

county having tzvoin anii yons,sNotwithstanding the foregoing ¢rov
or more judges of the court of common pleas, in which more than nne
thtirdof such ,ludges yltits one evere previously elected at the same election,

o elected become vacant more t,han
dge sshoald tlae office of onesuch ju

forty days prior to the second general election preceding the expiration of
h such judge had filled sliall be abolishedi7' cps term, the o^ce zsuch judge

as
of the date, of the next gener¢l election and a new office of judge of the

court of co+nmon pleas shall be created: The judge who is to fill such

ear terna at the next general electiona sixd yfornew office shall be electe first day of the year follow ng suchtho enand his tertin shall commence
general election, on which day no other judge's term

begins so that the

shall°electsliall not be reduced.h conanti h ysuccnumber of judges wh

.h,elves of the court of domestic relations; juvenile relations.

Sec. 2301.03. (A) In Franklin county, the judges ot tne cour u
common pleas wlzose terms begin on January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1953,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise-the same powers
and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges of the

and shall be elected and desig-nklin countyf ,Fracourt of common pleas o division of domestic reia-leasnf c ,pommonated as judges of the court o elating to juvenile courts, arid allhe powe***tiutus. They shall have all t mclusive, and section612151 ,.cases .nnder sections 2151.01 to a, .,,.Pr whicli the iuvenile
2151.99 ofthe tcevisea uuuc, a.. Ua-•w----- -
court has jurisd'

tction, and all divorce and alimony cases shall be assigiied
1 d t es the 'udge who is senior in,to such judges. In addition to nis regu ar u , 7



point of service shall serve on the child welfare board, the county advisory
board, and shall be the administrator of the domestic relations court, its
subdivisions and departments.

(B) In Hamilton county, the judge of the court of common pleas,
whose term begins on January 1, 1957, and successors, shall be the juve-
iiile judge as provided in sections 2151.01 to "** 2151.61, inclusive, and
2151.99 of the Revised Code, with powers and jurisdiction conferred by
such chapter and the judge of the court of commos pleas whose term
begins on January 5, 1957, and successors shall be elected and designated
as a judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, and
shall have assigned to him all divorce and alimony cases coming before
such court. In addition tohis regular duties, such judge of the court of

- commonpleas, division of domestic relations;shall be the administrator of
the domestic relations court, its subdivisions and departments and shall
have charge of tiie employment, assignment, and supervision of the per-
sonnel of said division of the court engaged in handling, or servicing, or
investigating divorce and alimony cases; including any referees deemed
iiecessary by said judge in tliedischarge of his various diities.

The judge shall also designate the title, compensation, expenseallow-
ances, hours, leaves ofabsence and vacations of the personnel of said divi-
sion, and the judge shall fix the duties of such personnel. The duties of such
qersonnel, in addition to those provided for in other sections of the Revised
Code, shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of d4vorce
and alimony cases and counselling and conciliation services which roaay be
made available to persons requesting tltem, regardlessof whether or not
such persons are parties to an action pending in the court.

The board of county commissioners shall appropriate such sum of
money each year as will meet all the administrative expenses of the court
of domestic relations, including reasonable expenses of the domestic
relations judge and such-court counselors and other employees as he inay
designate to conduct the handling, servicing„and investigation of divorce
and alimony cases, conciliation and domestic relations counselling, and alt
matters in relation thereto, as well as the expenses involved in the attend-
ance of court personnel at domestic relations and welfare conferences
designated by said court, and such further sum each year as will Provide
for the adequate operation of said court of domestic relations.

The compensation and expenses of all employees and the salary and
expenses of the judge shall be paid by the county treasurer from the money
appropriated for the operation of the court, upon the warrant of the county
auditor, certified to by the judge.

The summons, warrants, citations, subpoenas, and other writs of the
court may issue to a bailiff, constable, or staff investigator of the court, or
to the sheriff of any coitnty or any marshal, constable, or police officer; and
the provisions of law relating to the subpoenaing of witnesses in other cases
shall apply in so far as they are applicable. When a summons, warrant,
citation, subpoena, or other writ is issued to such officer, other than a bail-
iff; constable or staff investigator of the court, the expense of serving the
sariie shall be assessed as a part of the costs in the case involved.

(C) In Lorain county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose
term begins on January 3; 1959, and successors shall have the saine quali-
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fications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the sanie

court of common pleas:

relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under sections 2151.01 to
2151.61, inclusive, and section 2151.99 of the Revised Code, all bastardy
cases over which the juvenile court has jiuisdiction,and all divorceand
alimony casesshall beassignedtosuclijudge exceptin suchcasesas
should for some special reason be assigned to some other judge of thc

P
county, andshall be elected aiid designated as a judge of the court of
cotnmon pleas, divisioa of domestic relations. He shall have all the pow-rs

com ensation as the other ludges of the court of common pleas of Loram

divorces and alimony cases shall be assigned to such ludge:

divisiort of domestic relations. He shall have all the powers relattng to
juvenile courts, and all cases under sections 2151.01 to *** 2151.61, in-

clusive, and section 2151.99 of the Revised Code, all bastardy cases, and all

term begins on January 1, 1955, and successors shall have the same quali-
fications; exercise the same powers and jurisdiction; and receive the same
compensation as other judges of tliecourt of common_pleas of Lucas county,
and shall be elected and designated as a judge of the court of common pleas,

(D) In Lucas county the judge of the court of common pleas whose

(E) In Malioning county, the judge of the court of common pleas
whose termbegins on January 1, 1955, and successors, shall have the same

d the

^a,,P rn,,,nensation as other iudees of the court of common pleas of Ma-
ualifications exercise the same powers and lurisdtchon, an recetve

(F) In Montgomery county,the judges of the court of common pleas

2151.99 of the Revised Code; all divorce and altmony cases,. and cases m-
volving the care and custody of children shall be assigned to such judge.

honing county, and shall be elected and desrgnatea as aluqge ui u,r ^uu-
of common pleas, division of domestic relations. All juvenile court work
arising under sections 2151.01 to *** 2151.61, inclusive, and section

sonatel of said division of the court engaged in handhng or servictng or
investigating divorceaadalimony cases including any necessaryreferees.

service, shall have charge of the employment and supervision of the per-
The judge of the division of domestic relations, junior in point of

jurisdiction in all criminal matters:
cases,and cases involving the care and custody of children, with concurrent

lating to juvenile courts shail be exercised by said judges, and there-shall be
assigned to such judges all juvenile court work, all divorce and alimony

to *** 2151.61, inclusive, and section 2151.99 of the Revised Code, re-

whose terms begin on January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1953, and successors
shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, di-
vision of domestic relations. All thepoavers provided for in section 2151.01

The ud e of the division of domestic relations, senior in point of

said division of tl e court and the employment and supervision of all other

] g
service shall be charged with the assignment and division of the work of

statutes permitor require a juvenile judge to serve.

.
senior in point of service, sliall serve as administrator of the bureau of aid
to dependent children and shall serve in each and every position where the

personnel .ofsaid division of thecourt; except those employees who maybe
appointed by the judge, junior in point of service, under this section and

12 2301,18 and 2301.19 of the Revised Code. The judge,sections 2301
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(G) In Richland county, the judge of the courtrof common pleas
whose term begins on January 1, 1957, and successors shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the sanie powers and jurisdiction; and receive the

msa ecompensation as the other judge of the court of common pleas of
Richland county, and shall be elected and designated as a judge of the court
of common pleas, division of domestic relations. He shall have all the
powers relating to juvenile cotirts, and all cases under sections 2151.01 to

** 2151.61; inclusive, and section 2151.99 of the Revised Code, all bas-
tardy cases over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, and all divorce
"iu anmuny casessnau oeassignea to sucn'luoge except tn stichcases as
should for sonie special reason be assigned to some other judge of the court
of common pleas.

(H) In Stark county, the judues of the court of common oleas whose
terms oegin on January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1959,and successors shall
have the same qualifications, exercise the sanie powers and jurisdiction,

iand rece ve the same compensation as other judges of the court of common
pleas of Stark county, and shall be elected and designated as judges of the
court of common pleas, division of domestic relations. They shall have all
the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under sections 2151.01
to *** 2151:61, inclusive; and section 2151:99 of the Revised Code, all
bastardy cases over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction; and all di-
vorce andalimony cases, except suchcases as should be assigned:to soine
other judge of the court of common pleas for some special reason, shall be
assigned to such judges.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, junior in point of serv-
ice, shall have charge of the employnietrtand siSpervision of the personnel
ofsaid division of the court engaged in haridling or servicing or investi-
gating divorce and alin-rony cases and necessary referees required for his
respective court.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in point of serv-
ice, shall be charged exclusively with the administration of sections 2151 13. ,
2151.16, 2151:17, and 2151.18 of the Revised Code; and with the assign-

fmer, and division of the work of said division of the court and the employ-
ment and supervision of all other personnel of said division of the court,
including, but not limited to, his necessary refyrees, but excepting therefrom
those employees who may be appointed by tlac judge junior in point of
service. Said senior judge shall further serve as administrator of the bureau
of aid to dependent children and shall serve in each and every other posi-
ti n h h. o w ere t e statutes permit or require a juvenile judge to serve.

(I) In Summit county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose
term begins on January 1, 1955, and successors shall have the same ` uali-. q
fications, exercise the satnepowers and jurisdiction, and receive the samr
uwl,pensanonas ocner luciges ot tne court ot coinnionpleas of Summit
county,_ and shall be elected and designated as a judge of the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations. All tlie powers provided
ior in sections 2151.01 to **'k 2151.61, inclusive, andsection 2151.99
of the Revised Code, relating to juvenile courts shall be exercised by said
judge and theresha11 be assigned to such judge all juvenile court work.

(J) In Trumbull county, the judge of the court of common pleas
whose term begins on January 1, 1953, and successors shall have the same
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Repeal.

SECTiox 2. That existing sections 2301.02 and 2301.03 of the Re-
vised Code are hereby repealed.

JAMES A. LANTZ,
Speaker oj the House of Representatives.

Passed July 9; 1959.

Approved July 20, 1959.

JOHN. W. DONAHEY,
President of the Senate.

MICHAEL V. DiSALLE,

Governor.

The sectional mimbers herein are in conformity with the Revised ^Code: - .

. OHIO LEGISLATIVE SERVICE COMMISSION
. . . . CHARLEBW. INGLER,Director

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
21st day of July, A. D.1959.

TED W. BROWN,
Secretary of State.

File No. 180. Effective October 20, 1959.

(Amended Senate Bi11 No. 154)

AN ACT

To amend section 2127.11 of the Revised Code relative to svmmary
. - : land sale proceeding.

Be it enacted by the GeneralAssembly of;the State afOhio:

SECTioN 1. That section 2127,11 of the Revised Code be amended
to read asfollows:

Summary proceeding if value of land less than one thousand dollars.

Sec. 2127.11. When the actual market value of a decedent's or ward's
real estate which is to be sold is less than *** one thousand dollars and
the court so finds, it may by summary order authorize the sale and.con-
veyance of the land at private sale, on such terms as it deems proper, and
in such proceeding allsequirements of sections 2127:01 to 2127.43, inclusive,
ofthe Revised Code, as to service of summoas, appraisal, andadditional
bond shall be waived.
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(122nd General Assembly)
(Amended Substitute House Bill Number 352)

AN ACT

To amend sections 149.43, 169,03,169.08, 329.12, 1336.07, 1336.08, 1349.01, 1533.82,
2105.18, 2151.23, 2151.231, 2151.33, 2151.49, 2301.34, 2301.35, 2301.353, 2301.356,
2301.357, 2301.358, 2301.36, 2301.37, 2301.371, 2301.373,2301:374, 2705.02, 2919.21,
2919.231, 3103.03, 3103.031, 3105.18, 3105.21, 3107.01, 3107.00, 3107.064, 3109:05,
3109.12, 3109..19, 3111.02, 3111.03, 3111.04, 3111.06, 3111.07, 3111.09, 3111.12,
3111.13, 3111.20, 3111.22, 3111.23, 3111.24, 3111.241, 3111.242, 3111.25, 3111.26,
3111.27, 3111.28, 3111.37, 3111.99, 3113.04,3113.07, 3113,21, 3113.211, 3113.212,
3113.213, 3113.215, 3113.216, 3113.217,3113:218, 3113.219, 3113.31, 3113.99, 3317.02,
3705.07, 3705,09, 3705.16, 3727.17, 3770.071, 3924.48, 3924.49, 3317.02, 4141.16,
4141.28, 5101.26, 5101.28, 5101.31, 5101.311, 5101.312, 5101:322, 5101:323, 5101.324,
5101.37, 510199, 5104.01, 5104.34, 5107.14, 5107.20, and 5153.16; to amend for
purposes of adopting a new section number 2105.18 (5101.314); to rev'►ve section
2301.355; to enact new sections 3111.21, 3113.214, 3115.01, 3115.02, 3115.03, 3115.04,
3115.05,3115.06,3115.07,3115.08,3115.09,3115.10,3115.11,3115.12,3115.13,
3115.14, 3115.15, 3115.16, 3115.17, 3115.18, 3115.19, 3115.20, 3115.21, 3115.22,
3115.23, 3115.24, 3115.25,3115.26,3115.27, 3115.28, 3115.29, 3115.30, 3115.31,
3115.32, 3115.33, and 3115.34, and sections 2151.232, 2301.375, 2301.43, 2301.44,
2301.45, 2301.46,3105.72, 3109.042, 3111.111, 3111.211,3111,221, 3111.231, 3115.35,
3115.36, 3115.37, 3115.38, 3115.39, 3115.40, 3115.41, 3115.42, 3115.43, 3115.44,
3115.45, 3115.46, 3115.47, 3115.48, 3115.49, 3115.50;3115.51, 3115.52, 3115.53,
3115.54, 3115.55, 3115.56, 3115.57, 3115;58, 3115.59, 3705.091, 5101.315, 5101.316,
5101.317, 5101.318, 5101.319, 5101.325, 5101.326, and 5101.327; and to repeal sections
329.043, 2301.351, 2301.352, 2301.42, 3111.21, 3113.214, 3115.01, 3115.02, 3115.03,
3115.04, 3115.05, 3115.06, 3115.07, 3115.08, 3115.09, 3115.10, 3115.11, 3115.12,
3115.13, 3115.14, 3115.15, 3115.16, 3115.17, 3115.18, 3115.19, 3115.20, 3115.21,
3115.22, 3115.23, 3115.24, 3115.25, 3115.26, 3115.27, 3115.28, 3115.29, 3115.30,
3115.31, 3115.32, 3115.33, 3115.34, 3701.042, and 5153.164 of the Revised Code to
make changes to the laws governing child support, and to declare an emergency.

SECTION 1. That sections 149.43, 169.03, 169.08, 329.12, 1336.07, 1336.08, 1349.01, 1533.82,
2105:18, 2151:23; 2151.:231, 2151.33, 2151.49, 2301.34, 2301.35, 2301.353; 2301.356, 2301:357,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

adopting a new section number as indicated in the parentheses; section 2301.355 be revived; and new
5107.14, 5107:20, and 5153.16 be amended; section 2105.18 (5101.314) be amended for the purpose of
5101:31, 5101.311, 5101.312, 5101.322, 5101.323, 5101.324, 5101.37, 5101.99, 5104.01, 5104.34,

3111.242,3111.25; 3111:26, 3111.27, 3111.28, 3111.37, 3111.99,3113:04, 3113.07;3113.21, 3113.211,
3113.212, 3113:213, 3113.215, 3113:216, 3113.217,3113:218, 3113.219, 3113.31, 3113:99, 3317.02,
3705.07, 3705:09, 3705.16, 3727.17, 3770.071; 3924.48, 3924:49, 4141.16, 4141.28, 5101.26, 5101:28,

3103:031,3105.18; 3105.21, 3107.01, 3107.06, 3107.064, 3109.05, 3109.12, 3109.19, 3111.02,3111.03;
3111.04,3111.06, 3111.07, 3111.09, 3111:12, 3111.13,3111.20, 3111.22,3111.23, 3111.24,3111.241;
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sections 3111:21, 3113.214; 3115:01, 3115.02; 3115.03, 3115.04; 3115.05,3115.06,3115.07; 3115:08;
3115:09, 3115.10; 3115:11, 3115,12;3115.13, 3115.14;3115.15, 3115.16, 3115.17; 3115.18, 3115.19;
3115.20,3115.21, 3115.22; 3115.23, 3115.24,3115.25, 3115.26; 3115.27;3115.28, 3135.29, 3115.30;
3115.31; 3115.32, 3115.33, and 3115.34, and sections 2151.232;2301.375,2301.43, 2301.44,2301.45,
2301.46, 3105_72, 3109.042;3111.111, 3111.211, 3111.221, 3111.231, 311,535, 3115:36, 3115.37,
3115.38, 3115.39, 3115.40, 3115.41,3115.42; 311-5.43, 3115.44, 3115.45; 3115.46,3115.47, 3115.48,

Sec. 149.43. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Public record" means any record that is kept by anypublic office, including, but not limited to,
state, county, city, village, township, and school district units, except that "public record" does not mean
any of the following:

(a) Medical records;

(c) Records pertaining to actions under section 2151.85 of the Revised Code and to appeals of actions

(b) Records pertaining to probation and parole proceedings;

(f) Records listed in division (A) of section 3107.42 of the Revised Code or specified in division (A) of

child support enforcement agency;

(d) Records pertaining to adoption proceedings, including the contents of an adoption file maintained by
the department of health under section 3705.12 of the Revised Code;

(e) Information in a record contained in the putative father registry established by section 3107.062 of
the Revised Code, regardless of whether the information is held by the department of human services or,
pursuant to section 5101.313 of the Revised Code, the division of child support in the department or a

arising under that section;

section 3107:52.ofthe Revised Code;

(g) Trial preparation records;

(h) Confidential law enforcement investigatory records;

(i) Records containing information that is confidential under section 2317.023 or 4112.05 of the Revised

Code;

services or a court of record pursuant to division (E) of section 5120.21 of the Revised Code;
(k) Inmate records released by the department of rehabilitation and correction to the department of youth

(j) DNA records stored in the DNAdatabase pursuant to section 109:573 of the Revised Code;

by the department of youth services to the department of rehabilitation and correction pursuant to
(1) Records maintained by the department of youth services pertaining to children in its custody released

section 5139.05 of the Revised Code;
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[Appx. 281



(3)(a) Aproviderof hospital, surgical, or medical services, or a collection_agency, may report to a

relative to the nonpayment of expenses for the services incurred by the provider, if the nonpayment is
the result of the failure of the party responsible for obtaining health insurance coverage to obtain such
coverage:

consumer reporting agency, for inclusion in the credit file or credit report of that party, any information

wildlife shall comply with that section with resnect to a license , roermit or stamp issued pursuant to

report of the former spouse or person responsible for the children, the consumer reporting agency shall
remove the information from the credit file and credit report if the former spouse or person responsible
for thechildren provides the agency with the information requiredin divisions,(B)(1) and (2) of this
section. If the agency fails to remove the information from the credit file or credit report pursuant to the
terms of the "Fair Credit Reporting Act," 84 Stat. 1128, 15 U.S.C. 1681 a, within a reasonable time after
receiving the,information required by divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this section, the former spouse may
initiate an action to require the agency to remove the information.

If any information described in division (D)(3) of this section is placed in the party's credit file or credit
report, the party has the burden of proving that the party is not responsible for obtaining the health
insurance coverage or, if responsible, that the expenses incurred are not covered expenses: If the party
meets that burden, the agency shall remove the information from the party'scredit file and credit report
immediately. If the agency fails to remove the information from the credit file or credit report
immediately after the party meets the burden, the party may initiate an action to require the agency to
remove the information.

Sec. 1533.82. (A) On receipt of a notice pursuant to section 2301.373 of the Revised Code, the chief of
the division of wildlife shall comply with that section with respect to a license or permit issued pursuant
to section 1533.23, 1533:34, 1533:342, 1533.39, 1533.40, 1533.51, 1533:631, 1533.71, 1533.72, or
1533.81 of the Revised Code.

(B) On receipt of a notice pursuant to section 2301 375 Of the Revised Code the chief of the division of

(b) A consumer reporting agency may include in the credit file or credit report of the party responsible
for obtaining health insurance coverage, any information relative to the nonpayment of any hospital,
surgical, or medical expenses incurred by a provider, if the nonpayment is the result of the failure of that
party to obtain health insurance coverage.

(4) If any information described in division (D)(2) of this section is placed in the credit file or credit

section1533.101533.111533.111,1533.112,or1533:32OftheRevisedCode.

follows:

(1) Concerriing any child who on or about the date specified in the complaint is alleged to be a juvenile

(2) Subject to division (V) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, to determine the custody of any child

traffic offender or-a delinquent, unruly, abused, neglected, or dependent child;

not a ward of another court of this state;

Chapter 5122. of the Revised Code, if the court has probable cause to believe that a child otherwise
(4) To exercise the powers and jurisdiction given the probate division of the court of common pleas in

(3) To hear and determine any application for a writ of habeas corpus involving the custody of a child;

[Appx. 29]
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within the jurisdiction of the court is a mentally ill person subject to hospitalization by court order, as
definedin section5122:01 of the Revised Code;

(5) To hear and determine allcriminal cases charging adults with the violation of any section of this
chapter;

(6) To hear and determine all criminal cases in whichan adult is charged with a violation of division (C)
of sectioii 2919.21, division (B)(1) of section 2919.22, division (B) of section 2919:23, or section
2919.24 of the Revised Code, provided the charge is not included in an indictment that also charges the
alleged adult offender with the commission of a felony arising out of the same actions that are the basis
of thealleged violation of division (C) of section 2919:21, division (B)(1) of section 2919.,22, divisiort
(B) of section 2919:23; or section 2919.24 of the Revised Code;

(7) Under the interstate compact on juveniles in section 2151.56 of the Revised Code;

(8) Concerning any child who is to be taken into custody pursuant to section 2151.31 of the Revised
Code, upon being notified of the intent to take the child into custody and the reasons for taking the child
into custody;

(9) To hear and determine requests for the extension of temporary custody agreements, and requests for
court approval of permanent custody agreements, that are filed pursuant to section 5103.15 of the
Revised Code;

(10) To hear and determine applications for consent to marry pursuant to section 3101.04 of the Revised
Code;

(11) Subject to division (V) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code, to hear and determine a request for
an order for the support of any child if the request is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of
marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil action involving an allegation of domestic
violence,+or an action for support brought under Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code;

(12) Concerriing an action conlmenced under section 121.38 of the Revised Code;

(13) Concerning an action commenced under section 2151.55 of the Revised Code.

(B) The juvenile court has original jurisdiction under the Revised Code:

(1) To hear and determine all cases of misdemeanors charging adults with any act or omission with -
respect to. any child, which act or omission is a violation of any state law or any municipal ordinance;

(2) To determine the paternity of any child alleged to have been born out of wedlock pursuant to
sections 3111.01 to 3111.19ofthe Revised Code;

(3) Under the uniform interstate family suppo
Revised Code;

(4) To hear and determine an applica
ward of another court of this state^

act in Chapter 3115, o e

on for an order for the support of any child, if the child is not a

(5) To hear and determine an action commenced under section 5101.314 Of the Revised Code.
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SECTION 2. That existing sections 149.43, 169.03;169.08, 329.12, 133E.07, 1336.08, 1349.01,
1533:82, 2105.18, 2151.23, 2151.231; 2151.33, 2151.49; 2301.34; 2301.35, 2301.353, 2301:356;
2301.357, 2301.358, 2301:36, 2301.37, 2301.371, 2301.373, 2301.374, 2705.02, 2919.21, 2919.231,
3103.03, 3103.031; 3105.18; 3105.21, 3107.01,3107:06,3107.064, 3109.05; 3109.12, 3109.19, 3111.02;
3111.03;3111:04, 3111:06; 3111.07, 3111.09; 3111.12; 3111.13; 3111.20, 3111.22,3111.23,3111.24;
3111.241, 3111.242, 3111.25; 3111:26; 3111.27, 3111.28; 3111.37, 3111.99, 3113.04, 3113:07, 3113:21;
3113.211, 3113:212; 3113.213, 3113.215,3113.216, 3113.217, 3113.218; 3113:219; 3113.31, 3113,99;
33.17.02, 3705.07, 3705.09, 3705.16; 3727.17,3770:071, 3924:48; 3924.49,4141.16, 4141.28; 5101.26;
5101.28, 5101.31, 5101.311; 5101,312, 5101.322, 5101:323, 5101.324, 5101.37, 5101.99, 5104.01,
5104.34; 5107,14; 5107.20; and 5153.16,and sections 329.043, 2301:351, 2301.352; 2301.42, 3111.21;
3113.214, 3115_01,3115:02, 3115:03, 3115.04, 3115.05, 3115:06; 3115.07; 3115.08,3115.09, 3115.10,
3115.11,3115.12;3115.13,3115.14,3115:15,3115.16,3115.17,3115.18,3115.19,3115.20,3115:21,
3115:22, 3115:23; 3115:24; 3115.25,3115.26, 3115:27, 3115:28, 3115.29; 3115.30, 3115.31; 3115.32,
3115.33; 3115.34, and 3701.042 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3 . The General Assembly recognizes that in certain instances, the wording of this act
differs from that of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act a.pproved by the National Conference of
Commissioners on Umform State Laws. Any such dissimilarity denotes a technical change or is made to
reflect the intent of the Commissioners as expressed in the Comments to the Uniform Interstate Family
Support Act.

SECTION 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act, except for sections 329.12, 3317.02, 5101.26, 5101.28,
5101312,5104.01; 5104.34, 5107.14, and 5153:16 of the Revised Code, shall take effect January 1,
1998. Sections 329.12; 3317.02; 5101.26, 5101.28, 5101.312; 5104:01, 5104.34; 5107:14; and 5153.16
of the Revised Code, as amended by this act, shall take effect October 1, 1997.

SECTION 5 . Section 5153.164 of the Revised Code is hereby repealed. This repeal is identical to the
repeal of section 5153.164 of the Revised Code by Am. Sub. H.B. 215 of the 122nd General Assembly
and is intended to confirm that such was the result intended by the General Assembly: Uncertainty as to
the status of section 5153.164 of the Revised Code occurred because, while Am. Sub. H.B. 215, which
repealed the section, was passed on June 25, 1997, another act, Sub. H.B. 408 of the 122nd General
Assembly, which amended the section, was passed one day later, on June 26, 1997: It was not the intent
of the General Assembly by enacting Sub. H.B. 408 to revive section 5153.164 of the Revised Code.

SECTION 6. Section 2301.355 of the Revised Code, which is presented in this act in all capital letters,
is revived by this act. Section 5 of Am. Sub, S.B. 292 of the 121 st General Assembly repealed Section 3
of Am: Sub. S.B. 10 of the 119th General Assembly, which latter section repealed section 2301.355 of
the Revised Code effective October 1, 1996. Section 5 of Am. Sub. S.B. 292, however, did not become
effective until November 6, 1996, after the repeal of section 2301;355 of the Revised Code by Section 3
of Am. Sub. S.B. 10 had taken effect on October 1, 1996. While legislative intent to retain section
2301.355 of the Revised Code is explicit in Section 5 of Am: Sub. S.B. 292, efficacy of the legislative
intent is uncertain because Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 15(D) states that repealed sections may
not be revived-"unless the new act contains the entire act revived," and section2301.355 of the Revised
Code are not set forth in their entirety in Am. Sub. S.B. 292. This act, in confirmation of the legislative
intent stated in Section 5 of Am. Sub: S.B. 292, revives section 2301:355 of the Revised Code by setting
forth the section in its entirety.

SECTION 7. Section 2301.34 of the Revised Code is presented in this act as a composite of the
section as amended by both Sub: H.B.274 and Am. Sub. S.B. 292 of the 121st General Assembly, with
the new language of neither of the acts shown in capital letters. Sections 2919.21 and 2919.231 of the
Revised Code are presented in this act as composites of the sections as amended by both Sub: H.B. 274
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To amendsections 2119.03, 2151:23; 2301.03, 2303:201;

2329.66, 2743:66, 2907.01, 3105.01, 3105.03;3105.04,
3105.06,3105:091,3105.10,3105.17,3105.18,3105.21,
3105.63, 3105.65, 3109.04; 3109.05;3109.06, 3111.06;
3113.21;;3113.215,3117.05,3117:07,3117.08,3517.13,
3770.071, and 5101.31, and to enact section 3105.171

of the Revised Code to modify the domestic relations

law to provide for spousal support and the division of

marital property andseparateproperty,insteadoffor

alimony, to clarify that certain changes made in sec-

tion 3109.05 of the Revised Code byAm.Sub. H.B.

591 of the 118th General Assembly were not substan-

tive changes but were intended only to conform the

section to changes made in it by Am. Sub. H.B. 15 of

the 118th General Assembly on that act's effective

date of May 31; 1990, and to declare an emergency:

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Qhio:

SECTIOx 1 That sections 2119.03, 2151.23, 2301.03, 2303.201,
3105,03, 3105:04, 3105.06, 3105.091,3105;01012907662743662329 ,,.,.,.

3105.10, 3105.17, 3105.18, 3105:21, 3105.63, 3105.65; 3109.04, 3109.05,
. ....... ...... ^.vne oii7n^R117f1RE251718.

d1VJ.w, J111.vv, v?i.+..+^, `^^^Y•^__. . '

3770.071, and 5101.31 be amended and section 3105.171 of the Revised
Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec 2119 03. The trusteeappointed under section 2119.01 of the
urt:te cb osised Code may proeeed without order of the proRev bsentee whereverf the a(A) To take possession of the property o

cit.liated within the state;
llect all aents aue to cne aosemee;. (B) To co

(C) To retain and invest the estate in accordance with Chapters 2113.

to 2125 ,'° °-^^ ^ of the Revised Code.



jurisdict,ions conferred by that chapter. The judge of the court of common
pleas, juvenile division, shall be the administrator of the iuveni ie rn,,,-r ^,,.i
.w buouivisions ana aepartments. '1'he tiudee shall have eharaQ „f +i,o

division, and fix'their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to
other statutory duties, include the handlinLy: servicine. and invasstiuasn,+

division who are engaged in handhng, servicing, or investigating juvenile
cases, including any referees whom the judge considers necessary for the
discharge of his various duties.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, expense al-
lowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of the personnel of the

empioyment, assignment; and supervision of the personnel of the juvenile

whose terms begin on January 8, 1961, January 9, 1961, January 18, 1975,
January 19, 1975, and January 13, 1987, and successors, shall have the
same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and re-
ceive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas
of Cuyahoga county, and shall'be elected and designated as judges of the
court of common pleas, division of domostic relations. They shall have all
the powers relating to all divorce, dissolution, aiiiiia LEGAL SEPARA-
TION, and annulment cases; except in cases that are assigned to some
other judge ofthe court of common pleas for some special reason.

(2) The administrative judge is administrator of the domestic rela-
tions division, its subdivisions and departments and has the followin

relations or juvenile division, is sick,absent, or unableto perform his
duties, or the volume of cases pending in the judge's division necessitates
it, the duties of that judge shall be performed by the other judges of the
domestic relations and juvenile divisions.

(L)(1) In Cuyahoga county, the judges of the court of common pleas

that the court makes available to persons, whether or not the persons are
parties to an action pending in the court, who request the services.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas division of domestic

m luvemie cases, ana provtaing any counseling and conciliation services

gaged in hearing, servicing, investigating, counseling, or conciliating di-
vorce, dissolution, aliffiex^ LEGAL SEPARATION, and annulment mat-

(3) "Division personnel" include persons employed or referees en-
ances;hours, leaves, and vacations.

(b) Sole determination of compensation, duties, expenses, allow-
(a) Full eharge oi the employment, assignment and supervision

powers concernmg division,personnel:

ters.

cases coming before the court,'except in cases that for some special reason

`are assigned to some other judge of thecourt of common pleas: The judge

divorce; dissolution, alitnerry^ LEGAL SEPARATION and annulment
-`division of domestic relations. The judge shall have assigned to hifn all the

shall be elected and designated as a judge of the court of common leas "

ercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensa-
tion as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Lake county and

January 2, 1961, and successors, shall have the same qualifications ex-
(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on
(M) In Lake county:



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 514 5517

the language of that division to changes in the division that were enacted in
Am. Sub, H. B. 15 of the 118th General Assembly, and that the conforming
changes were intended to take effect on May 31, 1990, and were not
intended to affect the authority of a court, on or after Apri112, 1990, and
prior to May $1;1990, to issue an order or decree permitting a noncustodial
parent of a child to visit the child or to grant reasonable companionship or
visitation rights to any other person having an interest in the welfare of the
child: Therefore, this act shall go into immediate effect.

Speaker 7Z of the House

0
ent

Passed - 19w

ives.

Sf the Senate.

Approved LVL^ , 19 -w

Io:Ss^n

Governor.
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Am. Sub. H. B. No. 514 5518

The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director; Legislative Service Commission

`-^^Filed in the office of the Secretaryof State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
1^'n.day of^ A.` D. 1 Ci_

r A. .d

File Nol^^

.^'`(^^. ^ !

,

.Section 2151.23of. the Revised Code isamendedby,thisact

(effective January1, 1991) and also by Am. Sub. S.B. 258of the

118th Geheral Assembly. Sections 2301.03 and 2743.66 ofthe

Revised Codeare amehded by this act(effectiveJanuary 1;1991) ^
. . . . . . • _ : ,,; . .

andalso by Sub.H.B. 837 of the 118th General Assemb3y.

Comparison of these amendmentsin pursuance of section 1.52of

theRevisedCode discloses that they are not iireconcilable, so

that- theyare required by that section to be harmonized on

January 1,1991, to give effect to eachamendment.

Director, Legislative Service Commission

Y'

Secretary of State:

Effective Date+PO- ^-^" O

^
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-CITE ^ ^: . . . . . ^ .. .
28USC CHAPTER 115 -EVIDENCE; DOCUMENTARY.^ ^^ . 02/01/2010

-EXPCITE-
28 -.JUDICIARYANDJUDICIAL PROCEDURETITLE

PART V - PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 115 - EVIDENCE; DOCUMENTARY

-HEAD-

Handwriting. . - .
Recordmadein regular course of business;.

photographic copies.^^

documents generally.(!1)

Copies of foreign patent documents.
Unsworn declarations under penaltyof perjury.

AMENDMENTS
1999-Pub L. 106-113,div. B,Sec.10-00(a)(9) [title IV, Sec.

1733.
1734.
1735.

CHAPTER 115 --..EVIDENCE; DOCUMENTARY

c3overnment records and papers; copies.
Court record lost ordestroyedgenerally.(S1)

interested.
1736. Congressional Journals,

1737 - Copyof officer's bond....
1738. StateandTerritorial statutes and judicial

proceedings;^.^fullfaith and credit.
1738A. .^$ull faith andcredit giventochildcustody

determinations.
Full faith andcreditfor child support orders.17388 .

1738C. Certain acts, records, and proceedings and theeffect

thereof.
1739. State and Territorial nonjudicialrecords; full faith

and credit.
1740. Copies of consular papers.
1741..^ Foreign official documents.

. ^ ^ .. ^^ ^ .[1742. Repealed.]
1743. Demand on postmaster.
1744. Copies of UnitedSrtates Patent and Trademark^..OffiCe

4732(b)(15)(A)], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat..^.1536,1S01A 584; which

directed the amendment of item 1744 by substituting "United States

a
makingthe substitution for "patent office" to reflect the probable
Ptent andTrademark Office" for "Patent Office"; was executedl?y

intent ofCongress.
110 Statl21,996ept. 11996 Pub. L.104-199,Sec.2(b), S

2419, added item1738C.
1994 -Pub. L:103 383,Sec. 3(b),Oct

added item1738B.
1980- Pub.L.9b-611,Sec.8(b),; Dec.^

ar7AaA item 1738A.

20;. .1994,108 Stat.4066;

28,1980, 94Stat. 3571,

1976-Pub. L...^94-550; Sec.1(b),oct. Id, lyib)7uD^°`-•°

1964 -Pub. L:88 619,Secs.5(b), 6(b), 7(b),Oct. 3,^,..1964, 78
added item 11401.

Stat: 996,substituted "official
generally; copies" in item 1741,
1742,andsubstituted'!documents

initem 1745.

documents" for "documents
inserted "[Repealed]" in item
"for"specifications anddrawings"

: [Appx. 36]



-End -

section 1738A,^^ ( i)..^wrongfully removed^ the child from the
physical custody ofsuch person, or(ii) wrongfully retained
thechild afteravisitor othertemporaryrelinquishmentof

.^ physical custody^. or
b(B)"thecourt determines itis appropriate."

-CITE-
USCSec. 1738328

-EXPCITE- ^ . ^ ..... ^
TITLE28 - JUDICIARY ANDJUDICIAL PROCEDURE

PART V - PROCEDURE

CHAPTER 115 -EVIDENCE;DOCUMENTARY ^. .

-HEAD-

8ec. 1738B. Full aith andcredit for childsupport orders

STATUTE-^

madeconsistentlywith this section bya court of another State;

and ^ ^ ^ . . .. . . . . ^ ^ .

(2) shall notseek or makea modificationof such an..^order^

except in accordancewithsubsections ( e), (f), and (i).^

(b) Definitions: Iri this section:

"child" means - ^ . . . ^.
(A) a person under 18years of age; and ^ . .. .^ .
(B)aperson 18or more years of age with respect to whom a

child support orderhas been issuedpursuantto the laws of a

State. .. ^ ^ ^ . . . ^ . ^ .

(1) shall enforce according to its terms a nhildsupportorder.

02/01/2010

(a) General Rule. - Theappropriate authorities ofeach State--

"child's State"means the State in which a6hild resides.
"child's home State" means the State in whicha child lived

birthwith any of them.Aperiodof temporaryabsenceof anyof

consecutive months immediately preceding thetime of filing ofa
petition or comparable pleading for support and, if a childis
less than 6months old,the State in which thechrldlived from

with aparent or a person acting as parent foratleast6

"childsupport9 means apayment of money, continuing support,

healthinsurance.; childcare; and educationalexpenses) forthe.

supportof a child.
"childsupport order"^^..-

(A),meansa judgment,^..decree, ororqer
the payment of child support in periodic
sum;and^

-(B).^^includes-

(ii) isapartytoaproceedingthat may result^.^in

http://uscode.house. gov/download/pls/28C 115. tx

of a court requiring
amounts or in a lump

(i) apermanentor temporary order;and

"contestant" means
(A)a person(includinga parent) who -
^^-(i) claims^^.a right toreceive chiia support;

the

[Appx. 37]



issuance ofachildsupportorder; or
^^.(iii) is underachildsupport order; and

.(B)aState orpoliticaTsubdivisionof a State to which the

righbto obtainchild support^,.has beenassigned.

. . .. ^ ^ . ' .. ^ . . . . ^ ^.^ support order.

support payable by a contestant ormakeamodification of a child
is authorizedby State iaw to establisn tne amouncoicllllu

child supportorder.

Columbia theCommonwealth of Puerto Rico, theterrrtoriesand

(c) Requirements of ChildSupportOrders:-A childsupportorder
made.by a court of a State is madeconsistently withthissection

if -

State in whichthe court islocated and subsections (e),(f),and
(1) a court that makesthe order, pursuant to the laws ot the

(q) -
(A) has subject matter jurisdictionto hear the matter ana

enter such an order; and
(B)has personal jurisdiction over thecontestants; and

(2) reasonable notice and opportunity to be heard is given to

the contestants. . . . .

(d)ContinuingJurisdiction. - A court of a State that has made a

child support order consistently with this section has continuing,
exclusivejurisdictionover the order if the State is the child's
Stateorthe residence of any individual contestant unless the
court of another State, acting in accordancewithsubsections(e)-...

and(f), hasmade a modification of.the order.
(e) Authority To Modify Orders.-Acourt of a Statemay modifya

child support order issued bya.court of another Stateif -.

.^.(1)thecourthasjurisdiction to maKesucn acnli.asupporc

State nolongeristhechild's state-or the sesidenceof any^.^.

...(2)(A)thecocirt of the other Staten,o longerhascontinuing,
exclusivejurisdictionof thechild support order because that

(B) each individual contestant has filed written consent witn
the State of continuing,exclusivejurisdretion for a courtof.

^. anotherStateto modify theorder and assumecontinuing;^^.^

exclusive jurisdiction over theorder.

(f) Recognitionof ChildSupport Orders. -If1 ormore child
support orders have beenissuedwith regard toah obligor and a
child, a court shall applythe following rules in determining which

orderto recognize for purposes of continuing,exclusive
iurisdiction and enforcement: ^ ^^. .. ^

order

(2)If2 ormore courts have issued child support ordersfor

(1) Ifonlyl bourthasissuea acnila supporc orucL, u1c

of that court must be recognized.

the same obligor and child;. and only 1 ofthe courts woulanave

http://uscode.house.gov/download/Pls/28CI 15:txt
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continuing; exclusive jurisdiction under this section,theb

must berecognized..^^of that court^. .
(3) If2 or more courts-have i'ssuedchild support orders for

f the courts would1 othe same obligor and child, andmore than
exclusivejurisdictionunderthis section,ancontinuingvh ,ea

order issuedby a court in thecurrenthome State ofthechild
but if an order has not been issued in thenizedt berecou ,gsm

currenthome State of the child;theorder most recently issued

must be recognized. . . ' .

' (4) If2 or more courts have issued child support orders for.
the same obligorandchi.ld,and noneof the courtswouldhave
dontinuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this section,a court
havingjurisdiction overthepartres shall issue a childsupport

order, which must be recognized.
{5)Thecourt that hasissuedan order recognized under this

subsection is the court havingcontinuing, exclusive jurisdiction

under subsection (d).

(g) Enforcement of Modified Orders. - A court of a State that no
longer has continuing, exclusivejurisdictionofa child support

order mayenforcetheorder withrespect to nonmodifiable
obligationsandunsatisfied obligations that accrued before the
dateon which a modificationof the orderis made under subsections

(e) and (f ) .. . . .
(h) Choice ofLaw. - . . . . . -
(1)In general. - In a proceeding to establrsh,modify, or

enforce a child supportorder, the forum State'slaw shall apply

except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3)..:
(2) Law of state of issuance oforder. - In interpreting a

child support order including theduration of current payments
and other obligations of support, a court shall appTythe law of

the Stateofthe court that issued the order.
(3) Period of limitation:- In an action to enforce arrears

-undera childsupport order, acourt shall applythe statute of
limitation of the forum State or theStateof the court that
issued the order, whichever statute providesfthe longer period of

limitation.

t tantor child residing in the issuing State,the partyoes
( eg r
')R istration for Modification. - If thereisnoindividual

con f to modif andord Y..:,i y,ortenforcement agencyseekang to mous pp
a child support order issued in anotherStateshallnforce ,e

' h isdictionover the nonmovanturt

^.^.^ for'.^.the purpose of modification.

JVVR^t'+-
Ot 20 1994 108 Stat.:4064;c)

^Stat. 2221; Pub. L. 105-33, title V,-Sec. 5554, Aug. 5, 1997, .^

. , ,,103-383,Sec. 3(aL(Added Pub . .
amended Pub. L. 104 193,titleIII, Sec. 322, Aug. 22,1996,.

1111

AMENDMENTS

which mustne recoyl,,.4cu.-^ort orderhild su ,ppc
inserted "under4(2)5c ,5. 5

^..Subsec. (f)(5). Pub. L: 105-33,5e
LSU1Ul.1V11 ^.^

ithavingJurisdictionoverthe par eour
1

sshallissue a childt
997 - Subsec(£)(4).Pub. L:105-33, Sec. 5554(1), substituted

a c
e,mnort order, which mustbe recognized."for "a court may issue a

://uscode:house:gov/download/p1s/28C115.txt



1 1996 Subsec. (a)(2) . Pub. L.I04 193,.. Sec. 322(1) , substi.tuted

"subsections(e), (f), and(i)" for"subsection (e)".
Subsec. (b). Pub.L.104-193, Secs 322(2); inserted par.defining

"child's home State".
...Sub, sec(c). Pub..L. 104-193, Sec. 322(3), inserted "by,_a court

ofaState"before"is made"in introductory proyisions.

Subsec. (c)-(1). Pub. L. 104 193,Sec. 322(4), inserted"and

subsections (e), (f), and (g)" after "located".:^^
Subsec.(d). Pub. L. 104-193, Sec. 322(5), inserted "individual"

before "contestant"and substituted "subsections (e) and(f)" for,

"subsection (e)".' `
.(e) Pub.L. 104-193, Sec. 322(6), substituted"modify a.Subsec

child support order issued" for"makea modification of achild

supportorder with respect to achildthat is made" in introductory

provisions.^
SUbsec.(e)(1). Pub. L.104 193;Sec. 322(7),inserted"pursuant

tosubsection (i)" after"order". I

SUbsec:(e)(2) Pub. L. 104193,Sec. 322(8), inserted

"individual"before"contestant!'insubpars. (A) and (B)and^^
substituted"with the State of continuing,exclusive jurisdiction
for a courtofanother State to modify theorder and assume"for
"to that,court'smaking the modificationandassuming"insubpar.
(B):_. . . . :. . ^ .. .... ^.. . . . ^ ..

Subsec. (f).Pub. L. 104-193, Sec. 322(10),added subsec. (f).

Former subsec. (f)redesignated (g).
SUbsec. (g): PubL.104-193,Sec. 322(11), substituted

"Modified"for "Prior" in heading and "subsections(e) and (f)" for

"subsection (e)" in text.
Pub. L.104-193,Sec. 322(9);redesignated subsec. (f) as (g).

Former subsec. ( g) redesignated (h).
. Subsec.(h). Pub. L. 104-193, Sec. 322(12),inserted9including

the duration ofcurrent payments and other obligationsofsupport"

before comma inpar. (2) and "arrears under" after "enforce" in

par. (3).
Pub.L.104-193, Sec.322(9)> redesignated subsec. (g) as (h).

Subsec. (i). Pub:L. 104-193, Sec. 322(13),added subsec. (i).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT^^

Amendment byPub:L..105-33 effective asifincludedii enactment
of title III ofthePersonalResponsibility and Work Apportunity

Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub.L. 104-193; see section5557of,
Pub. L.105-33, setout as a note undersection608 of Title 42;

The Public^.^Healthand Welfare.

EFFECTIVE DATE^^O$1996 AMENDMENT

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 104-193,seesection

395 (a) - (c) of Pub.,:L.104-193, setout asa noteunder sectian654

^-^ofTitle 42, ThePublicHealth and Welfare.;

CONGRESSIONALFINDINGSAND DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

Section 2ofPub.L: 103-383providedthat;^

"(a) Findings. -TheCongressfinds that -
'"(1)thereis a large,and growing number ofchild support

annuallyinvolving disputes betweenparentswho reside in

different States;^
"(2) the lawsby which the courts ofdifferent jurisdictions

determinetheir authority to establish child support orders are

not uniform;
"(3) those laws, along withthe limits imposed bytheFederal

systemon the authority of eachState to take certainactions

http://uscode.house.gov/download/pl s/28Cl 15.txt
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nutside-its ownboundaries-
° (A) encourage noncustodial parentsto relocateOu1.51uC !-.._

supportordersandaburden^on custodial parentsthat is
expensive, timeconsuming, and disruptive ofoccupationsand

commercial activity;^^
lliv owye!'(B)contributetothe pressing problemofrelat

levelsof ohild support payments in interstate cases and to

ineeruitiesin childsupport paymentslevelsthat arebased
_solelyonthenoncustodial parent's cnoice Ur

il i nngt11(C)encourageadisregard ofcourt orders resu

massive arrearages nationwide;^

r;a,-;ndsoftime. resuitinqinsubstantial hardship for the
regularlyscheduledchildsupportpayments forextensive

subsection are -
"(A)thefailure ofthe courts ofthe States to give full

.^^ faith and credit to thejudicial proceedings of the other^^

States;.
"(B)thedeprivation ofrightsof liberty andproperty.

without due process of law;
"(C) burdens on commerce among theStates;.and.
^(D)harm to the welfare of children and their parents and

other custodians.
"(b) Statement of Policy. - In view of the findings made in

subsection (a), it is necessary to establish nationalstandards^

i ijurisdictions, resulting in confusron, wasteo 7u ca
resources;disrespectforthe courts,anda diminution of
public confidence in the rule of law; and.. . . ` . .
11(4)amongthe results of the conditions described inthis

establishment ofconflictingordersby thecourts of various
1f d

"(E)lead totheexcessiverelitigation of casesand to the
childrenforwhomsupport is due andtor tneir cuszoaians; a-

underwhichthe courts of the various States shall determine their
jurisdiction to issue a childsupport order andthe effect tobe
givenby each8tateto childsupportorders issued by the courtsof

other States.
ctise,!(c) Purposes. - The purposes of this Act [enacting this on

andprovisions set out as a note under section 1of this title] are

"(1) to facilitatetheenforceinentnf child support orders

amona the States;

child support in the interest of greaterfinancialstabilityand
"(2)todiscouragecontinuing interstatecontroversies uVeL

securefamilvrelationships for thechild;and

State-courts in the establishment of child support oraers.°

-End-

-EXPCITE-

1738C

TITLE.^.28 - JUDICIARY AND JUll1c1Ai, rxvuhLOxn
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- We5tlaw
k.C. § 1;11

,...
Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness

General Provisions
FM Chapter 1. Defmitions; Rules of Construction (Refs & Annos)

Kg General Provisions
+ 1.11 Liberal construction of remedial laws

Page 1

Remedial laws and all proceedings under them shall be liberally construed in order to promote their object and
assist the parties in obtaining justice. The rule of the common law that statutes in derogation of the-commonlaw
mnst be strictly construed has no application to remedial laws; but this section does not require a liberal con-
struction of laws affecting personal liberty, relating to amercement, or of a penal nature. -

CREDIT(S)

(1953 H 1, eff. 10-1-53; GC 10214)

CROSS REFERENCES

Liberal construction of civil rights laws, 4112.08
Liberal construction of collective bargaining laws, 4117.22
Marketable Title Act, liberal construction of, 5301.55
Torrens Act, liberal construction of, 5310.21

LIBRARY REFERENCES

Statutes (D^ 236.
Westlaw Topic No. 361.
C.J.S. Statutes § 377.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR Library

124 ALR 86, Amendment of Process or Pleading by Changing o Correcting Mistake in Name of Party.

Encyclopedias

OH Jur. 3d Cvl. Servants & Pub. Officers & Employ. § 417, Actions to Compel Payment of Money Held;

Amercement:

© 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works.

[Appx. 42]
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Westtaw.
R.C.R§ 5.47

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
General Provisions

KM Chapter 1. Defmitions; Rules of Construction (Refs & Annos)
KM Statutory Provisions (Refs & Annos)

-^ 1.47 Intentions in the enactment of statutes

In enacting a statute, it is presumed that:

(A) Compliance with the constitutions of the state and of the United States is intended;

(B) The entire statute is intended to be effective;

(C) A just and reasonable result is intended; ^

(D) A result feasible of execution is intended.

CREDIT(S)

(1971 H 607, eff. 1-3-72)

LIBRARY REFERENCES

Constitutional Law C^ 48.
Statutes G;? 212.
Westlaw Topic Nos: 92, 361.
C.J.S. Constitutional Law § 95.
C.J.S. Statutes § 3I0.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR Library

113 ALR 1179, What Amounts to Conviction or Satisfies Requirement as to Showing of Conviction, Within
Statute Making Conviction a Ground for Refusing to Grant or for Canceling License or Special Privilege.

Encyclopedias

© 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claun to Orig. US Gov. Works.
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Westlaw
R.C. § 1.49

C
Baldwin's Oluo Revised Code Annotated Currentness

General Provisions
Kp Chapter 1: Definitions; Rules of Construction (Refs & Annos

ryW Statutory Provisions (Refs & Annos)
-^ 1.49 Aids in construction of ambiguous statutes

If a statute is ambiguous, the court, in determining the intention of the legislature, may consider among other

matters:

(A) The object sought to be attained;

(B) The circumstances under w'hich thestatute was enacted;

(C) The legislative history

(D) The common law or former statutory provisions, including laws upon the same or sinulax subjects;

(E) The consequences of a particular construction; . . - . :

(F) The administrative construction of the statute.

CREDIT(S)

(1971 H 607, eff. 1-3-72)

LIBRARY REFERENCES

Statutes C=>781(2), 184; 190, 215, 217.4, 219(2).
Westlaw Topic No. 361.
C.J.S. Statutes §§ 316, 318, 321, 338, 340, 344.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Encyclopedias

OH Jur. 3d Business Relationships§ 1273, Distribution on Partner's Withdrawal. ^^'. .

© 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to-0rig. US Gov. Works.
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OH sT § 1.51

R.C.§1.51

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
General Provisions

"® Ehapter 1. Definitions; Rules of Construction (Refs &Annos)
R® Statutory Provisions (Refs & Annos)

*1.51 Special or local provision prevails over general; exception

rovision conflicts with a special or local provision, they shall be construed, if possible, solnIf pa ge era
that effect is giverrto both. If the conflict between the provisions is irreconcilable, the specialor local

. . . . . . ---- ._..- H... I nfor.:.

provision prevaiis as anexcepuu u, uic yoiiarai Niv.•lqlv , 7•• •-• r--

adoptionand the manifest intent is that the,general provision prevail.

CREDIT(S)

(1971 H 607,eff. 1-3-72)

CROSS REFERENCES

Exemption of certain vehicles from emission, noise control, or fuel usage standards, 4513.41

Scope and applicability of civil rules, see Civ R 1

LIBRARY REFERENCES

Statutes 0:223.4.
Westlaw Topic No. 361.
C7 S Statutes § 355.

[Appx. 45]'
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R.C. § 2101.24

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXI. Courts--Probate--]uveniie (Refs & Annos)

"® Chapter 2101. Probate Court--Jurisdiction; Procedure (Refs & Annos)
F® Practice and Procedure; Jurisdiction

*2101.24 Jurisdiction of probate court

(A)(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, the probate court has exclusive jurisdiction;

oof of wills and to admit to record authenticated copies of wills executed, proved,thtakT e pre{a) o
territory, .orcountry. If the probate judge is unavoidablyed in the courts of any other stated tl ,owaan

.. . . . . ... .. .:. ...... ......, t-l.a n ninf nf ^uillc and .annrnve bonds tobe
a„." L, ,,! y J....y .... -- ....._.` - --._.. .

sual records of the probate court.thed ie unpreservegiven, but the record of these acts shall b

(b) To grant and revoke letters testamentary and of administration;

(c) To direct and control the conduct and settle the accounts of executors and administrators and

order the distribution of estates;

(d) To appoint the attorney general to serve as the administrator of an estate pursuant tosection

2113:05 of the Revised Code;

(e) To appoint and remove guardians, conservators, and testamentary trustees, direct and control
their conduct, and settle their accounts;

(f) To grant marriage licenses;

(g) To make inquests respecting persons who are so mentally impaired as a result of a mental or
physical illness or disability, or mental retardation, oras a result of chronic substance abuse, that
they are unable to manage their property and affairs effectively, subject to guardianship;

(h) To qualify assignees, appoint and qualify trustees and commissioners of insolvents, control their
conduct, and settle their accounts;

(i) To authorize the sale of lands, equitable estates, or interests in lands or equitable estates, and the
andadministratorstorscn ,,uby exeassignments of inchoate dower in such cases of sale, on petitio

guardians;

(j) To authorize the completion of real estate contracts on petition of executors and administrators'

(k) To construe wills;

(I) To render declaratory judgments, including, butnot limited to, those rendered pursuant to section
2107.084 of the Revised Code;

(m) To direct and control the conduct of fiduciaries and settle their accounts;

(n) To authorize the sale or lease of any estate created by will if the estate is held in trust, on petition

by the trustee;

(o) To terminate a testamentary trust in any=-case in which a court of equity may do so;

(p) To hear and determine actions to contest the validity of wills;

(q) To make a determination of the.presumption of death of missing persons and to adjudicate the
ionu ;mptproperty rights and obligations of all parties affected by the pres

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn= top&n::.
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OHST§2101.24

(r) To hear and determine an action commenced pursuant to section 3107:41 of the Revised Code to
obtain the release of information pertaining to the birth name of the adopted person and the identity
of the adopted person's biological parents and biological siblings;

(s) To act for and issue orders regarding wards pursuant to section 2111:50 of the Revised Code;

(t) To hear and determine actions against sureties on the bonds of fiduciaries appointed by the

probate court;

(u) To hear and determine actions involving informed consent for medication of persons hospitalized
pursuant to section 5122.141 or 5122.15 of the Revised Code;

(v) To hear and determine actions rel-ating to durable powers of attorney for health care as described

in division (D) of section 1337 . 16 of the Revised Code;

(w) To hear and determine actions commenced by objecting individuals, in accordance with section

2133.05 of the Revised Code;

(x) To hear and determine complaints that pertain to the use or continuation, or the withholding or
withdrawal, of life-sustaining treatment in connection with certain patients allegedly in a terminal
condition or in a permanently unconscious state pursuant to division (E) of section 2133 . 08 otthe

Revised Code, in accordance with that division;

(y) To hear and determine applications that pertain to the withholding or withdrawal of nutrition and
hydrat[on fromcertain patients allegedly in a permanently unconscious state pursuant tosection
2133.09 of the Revised Code, in accordance with that section;

(z) To hear and determine applications of attending physicians in accordance with division (B) of

section 2133.15 of the Revised Code;

(aa) To hear and determine actions relative to the use or continuation of comfort care in connection
with certain principals under durable powers of attorney for health care, declarants under
declarations, or patients in accordance with division (E) of either section 1337.16 or 2133.12 of the

Revised Code;

under section 517.23 of the Revised Code.

(ee) To hear and determine actions relating to the disinterment and reinterment of human remains

with section 2108:90 of the Revised Code,

(dd) To hear anddetermine actions relating to the exercise of the right of disposition, in accordance

under section 2113.031 of the Revised Code

(bb) To hear and determine applications for an order relieving an estate from administration under

section 2113:03.of the Revised Code;

(cc) To hear and determine applications for an order granting a summary release from administration

the following apply:

1 rsection, the probate court shall have exc usive }u

(2) In additionto the exclusive jurisdiction conferred upon the probate court by division (A)(1) of this
isdiction over a particuiar subject matter if both of .'

the probate court.

(a) Another section of the Revised Code expressly confers jurisdiction over that subject matter upon

(b) No section of the Revised Code expressly confers jurisdiction over that subject matter upon any

other court or agency.

1,tt;,•//iz7aho westlawchrn/resnlt/dnenmenttPxt aanxvccxt=WT Rrenrrentnart=l R fn= tnnRzrr
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(b) Any action that involves an inter vivos trust; a trust created pursuant to section 5815.28 of the
.....i....:,.....--F.;or,r }n flivicinnc rA1(1)fu1 and (z)of this section, a

that subject matter;

(a) If jurisdiction relative to a particular subject matter is stated to be concurrent in a section of the
Revised Code or has been construed by judicial decision to be concurrent, any action that involves

(B)(1) The probate court has concurrent jurisdiction with, and the same powers at law and in equity
as, the general division of the court of common pleas to issue writs and orders, and to hear and

determine actions as follows:

oower of attorney, including, but not limited to; a durab e power ,
i vui*u^"^Ll,-,-_-...------. .Reyisedcoae;acnaritdulCuucL u I of attorney, the medical treatment of

a competent adult; or a writ of habeas corpus.

(2) Any action that involves a concurrent jurisdiction subject matter and that is before the probate
court may be transferred by the probate court, on its order, to the general division of the court of

common pleas.

(C) The probate court has plenary power atJaw and in equity to dispose fully of any matter that is
properly before the court, unless the power is expressly otherwise limited or denied by a section of

the Revised Code.

(D) The jurisdiction acquired by a probate court over a matter or proceeding is exclusive of that of
any other probate court, except when otherwise provided by law.

CREDIT(S)

(2006 H 426 eff. 10-12-06; 2006 H.416, eff: 1-1-07; 2000 H .. 313 , eff. 8-29-00; 1995 H 167 eff. 11-
H

15-95[ 1992 S 124, eff. 4-16-93; 1991 S 1; 1990 H 764; 1989 S 46; 1985 S 135; 1984 H 84;
197 8 3 H

505; 1977 S 112, H 1; 1976 S 466; 1975 5 145; 130 v H 804; 129 v 7; 127 v 27; 125 v 903; 195

1; GC 10501-53, 10501-55)

UNCODIFIED LAW

s1976, and apply only to estates resulting from ea
1975 S 145, § 3, eff. 11-28-75 reads: Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall take effect on January 1,

that occur on and after that date.d th

St. 2d 147.
Supreme Court in the December 31, ,

1

1992 S 124, § 8, eff. 4-16-93, reads: In enacting sections 1339.51 and 5111.15 and in amending
sections 2101.24, 5119.01, 5121.04, 5121.10, 5123,04, 5123.18, and 5123.28 of the Revised Code,
the General Assembly hereby declares its intent to supersede the effect of the holding of the Ohio

1968 decision in Bureau of Suqport v Kreitzer (1968) 16 Ohio

httn://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.asnx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn=
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R.C. § 2151.07

Baldwin'sOhio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXI. Courts--Probate--Juveni(e (Refs &Annos)

"N Chaoter2151. Juvenile Courts--General Provisions (Refs & Annos)
"® Administration, Officials, and Jurisdiction

*2151.07Creation and powers of juvenile court; assignment of judge

The juvenile court is a court of record within the court of commonpleas. The juvenile court has and
shall exercise the powers and jurisdiction conferred in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code:

Whenever the juvenile judge of the juvenile court is sick, is absent from the county, or is unable to
attend court, or the volume of cases pending In court necessitates it, upon the request of the
administrative juvenile judge, the presiding judge of the court of common pleas pursuant to division
(EE) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code shall assign a judge of any division of the court of
common pleas of the county to act in the juvenile judge's place or in conjunction with the juvenile
judge: If no judge of the court of common pleas is available for that purpose, the chief justice of the
supreme court shall assign a judge of the court of common pleas, a juvenile judge, or a probate judge
froma different county to act in the place of that juvenile judge or in conjunction with that juvenile
judge. The assigned judge shall receive the compensation and expenses for so serving that is
provided by law for judges assigned to hold court in courts of common pleas. °

CREDIT(S)

(2007 S 155, eff. 12-21-07; 2003 H 86 eff. 11-13-03; 2003 H 26, eff. 8-8-03; 2001 H 11, § 3, eff.
1-1-02; 2000 S 179 3 3, eff. 1-1-02; 1972 H 574, eff. 6-29-72; 1969 H 320; 127 v 847; 1953 H 1;
GC 1639-7)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

)69Const Art IV, U. For the full text, see 37 OS(3d) xxxix, 61 OBar A-2 (6-13-88), and ( ,

Ed. Note: Guidelines for Assignment of Judges were announced by the Chief Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Court on 5-24-88, and revised 2-25-94 and 3-25-94; but not adopted as rules pursuant to O

xcixOS 3d

67 OBar xiii (4-18-94).

Pre-1953 H 1 Amendments; 122 v S 50

Amendment Note: 2007 S 155substituted "(EE)" for "(DD)" in thesecond paragraph.

Amendment Note: 2003 H 86 substituted "(DD)' for"(CC)" in the second paragraph.

Amendment Note: 2003 H 26 substituted "(CC)" for "(BB)" in the second paragraph of the section:

Amendment Note: 2001 H11, § 3 substituted "(BB)" for "(AA)".

AmendmentNote: 2000 S 179, § 3, eff. 1-1-02, rewrote this section, which prioY thereto read:

be separate divisions of the court of common pleas. The Juveni e cou as an
powers and jurisdiction conferred in sections 2151.01 to 2151.99 of the Revised Code.

e Juve n ciT
court of common pleas, except that the juvenile courts of Cuyahoga county and Hamilton county shall

I rt h d shall exercise the

ourt is a court of record and within the division of domestic relations or probate of thele" h

county to act in his place or in conjunction with him. Ifno such Judge is available for sai purp ,
presiding judgeqf the court of common pleas shall assign a Judge of the court of common p eas o

d ose

"Whenever the juvenile judge of the juvenile court is absent from the county, or is unable to attend
court, or the volume of cases pending in court necessitates it, upon the request of said judge, the

I fthe

[Appx. 4y1
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the chief justice of the supreme court shall assign a judge of the court of common pleas, a juvenile
judge, or a probate judge from some other county to act in the place of such judge or in conjunction
with him, who shall receFve such compensation and expenses for his services as is provided by law for

judges assigned torhold court in courts of common pleas."

CROSS REFERENCES

Compensation andexpenses of judges holding court outside county of residence, 141.07

Cuyahoga county juvenile court administrative judge shall be clerk of court, may appoint
deputies and clerks, bonds, 2153.08

LIBRARY REFERENCES

Courts c---50, 70, 174.
Westlaw Topic No. 106.
C 3-S. Courts S§ 106, 123:

[ApPX. 50]
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Rroriminisrration. Officials, and Jurisdiction
rt2151.23 ]urisdiction of juvenile court; orUers tor cnna supporc

(A) The juvenile court has exclusive original jurisdiction under the Revised Code as follows:

OHST§2151.23

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXI: Courts--Probate--Juvenile (Refs & Annos)

^W Chagter 2151. Juvenile Courts--General Provisions (Refs & Annos)

ethat section or to e a Juv
dependent child and; based on and in relation to the allegation pertaining to the child, concerning the
parent, guardian, or other person having care of a child who is alleged to be an unruly or delinquent
child for being an habitual or chronic truant

(2) Subject to divisions LQ; (K)., and (V) of section 2301 03 of the Revised Code, to determine the
custody of any child not a ward of another court of this state;

(3) To hear and determine any application for a writ of habeas corpus involving the custody of a child;

(1) Concerning any c i
information is alleged to have violated section 2151.87 of the Revised Code or an order issued under

nile traffic offender or a delinquent, unruly, abused, neglected,orb

h'Id who on or about the date specified in the complaint, indictment, or

i(B)(1) of section 2919.22, section 2919.222, division (B) o sec on ,

(4) To exercise the powers and jurisdiction given the probate division ofthe court of common pleas in
Chapter 5122. of the Revised Code, if the court has probable cause to believe that a child otherwise
within the jurisdiction of the court is a mentally ill person subject to hospitalization by court order, as

defined in section 5122.01 of the Revised Code;

(5) To hear and determine all criminal cases charging adults with the violation of any sectionof this

chapter;

(6) To hear and determine all criminal cases in which an adult is charged with a violation of division
(C) of section 2919.21, division (B)(1) of section 2919.22; section 2919.222, division (B) of section
2919:23, or section 2919.24 of the Revised Code, provided the charge isnot included in an
indictment that also charges the alleged adult offender with the commission of a felony arising out of
the same actions that are the basis of the alleged violation of division (C) of section 2919:21, division

t 2919 23 or section 2919.24 off

the Revised Code;

(7) Under the interstate compact on juvenilesln section 2151.56 of the Revised Code;

(8) Concerning any child who is to be taken into custody pursuant to section 2151.31 of the Revised
Code, upon beingnotified of the intent to take the chi4d into custody and the reasons for taking the

the Revised Code;

anfor court approval of permanent custody agreements, that are e pursu
(9) To hear and determine requests for the extension of temporary custody agreements, and requests

t to section 510315 offI d

child into custody;

oian allegation of omes c vi ,lence or an action for support brought under Chaptep' 'd t

ifor divorce,dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separa on, a
3115 of the

d(11) Sub7ect to ivisions , -
determine a request for an order for the support of any child if the request is not ancillary to an action

criminal or civil action involvingt

((-% jv) and (V) of section 2301 03 of the Revised Code, to hear and

Revised Code;

(10) To hear and determine applications for consent to marry pursuant to sectiorr3101.04 of the

Revised Code;

http://web2.westlaw: com/result/documenttext.aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn= op&n...
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OHST§2151.23 ;

(12) Concerning an action commenced under section 121.38 of the Revised Code;

(13) To hear and determine violations of section 3321.38 of the Revised Code;

oni(14) To exerciseJurs ic i ^
.. ^ '. __ ,;ffohrior hacari nn and m

child alleged to be a aeunquenL crniu, un uly u 11^^, ^^ J
relation to the allegation pertaining to the child;

i achild who has been a ju c
court judge under sections 2152.82 to 2152.86 and Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code to magistrates
appointed by the juvenile court judge in accordance with Juvenile Rule 40;

(16) To hear and determine a petition for a protection order against a child under section 2151.34 or
3113.31 of the Revised Code and to enforce a protection order issued or a consent agreement
approved under either section against a chitd until adate certain but not later than the date the child

attains nineteen years of age.

(B) Except as provided in divisions LQ and (I) of section 2301 03 of the Revised Code, the juvenile
court has original jurisdiction under the Revised Codei

(1) To hear and determine all cases of misdemeanors charging adults with any act or omission with
respect to any child, which act or omission is a violation of any state law or any municipal ordinance;

(2) To determine the paternity of any child alleged to have been born out of wedlock pursuant to
sections 3111:01 to 3111.18 of the Revised Code;

(3) Under the uniform interstate family support act in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code;

(4) To hear and determine an application for an order for the support of any child, if the child is not a

ward of another court of this state;

(15) To conduct t e earing ,
or required under sections 2152.82 to 2152.86 and Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code regarding a

ted a delinquent child and to refer the duties conferred upon the juveniled d

h h s and to make the determinations, adjudications, and orders authorized

(5) To hear and determine an action commenced under section 3111.28 of the Revised Code;

(6) To hear and determine a motion filed under section 3119.961 of the Revised code;

(7) To receive filings under section 3109..74 of the Revised Code; and to hear and determine actions
dd C e.oarising under sections 3109.51 to 3109.80 of the Revise

Aspects of Internationai Child Abduction pursuant to section
(8) To enforce an order"for the return of a child made under the F+ague Convention on the Civil

317 32 of the Revised Code•

r i isupport or support due and unpaid at the time o ce ,
proceed as if the action originally had been begun in a c , . -

cation over which the juvenile court has not ff

iiwith all the papers e n
that nature shall be made to any juvenile court unless the consent of the juvenile judge first is
obtained. After a certification of that nature is made and consent is obtained, the juvenilecourt shall

th t ourt except as to awards for spousal

cfchildren and that is i e in e
the action to the juvenile court for trial, provided that no certification of'I df

common pleas or a separate and independent juveni e cour , 7 . .
make a recordof any action for divorce or legal separation that involves the custody or care of

ourt of common nleas and certified by the court of common pleasI d' th

s(C) The Juvenile court, excep a 7 I t has 'urisdiction to hear determine, and
to uvenile courts that are a separate division of the court oft

the Revised Code.
determination made by a court of another state and registere m accor

ai(9) To grant any relief norma y ava d' dance with section 3127.35 of
ble under thelaws of this state to enforce a child custodyII l

jurisdiction.

http: //web2. westlaw. com/result/documenttext. aspx? scxt-W L&currentpart=l &fii=top &n...
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d' d' sions ^ and (1) of section 2301. 03 of the Revisedid

relate to the custody and support of children.
including jurisdiction to modify the ju gmen

aCode, has jurisdiction to hear and determine a m
certified by the court of common pleas to the juvenile court after a divorce decree has been granted,

d t and decree of the court of common pleas as the same

e in v(D) The juvenile court, except as provl tters as to custody and support of'children duly11

(^ and (I) of section 2301 03 of the Reviseddivisionsd iid ,ne(E) The juvenile court, except as prov
i the case of any child certifiedto the court by any courtmetd

://w eb 2. w e stl aw. c om/re sult/ do cum enttext. asp x? s c xt=W L& currentp art=1 &fn=_top &n...

(J) In exercising.its exclustve ongrna )uris
any proceedings brought under section 2151:34 or 3113.31 of the Revised Code in which the

respondent is a child, the juvenile court retains all dispositionary ^p°ate broceedings as provsded in les

been eighteen years of age or older w en e p
the act shall be within the jurisdiction of the court having jurisdiction of the offense, and that court
has all the authority and duties in the case that it has in other criminal cases in that court:

I' ' diction under division (A)(16) of this section with respect to

or determine any portion of the case charging p
circumstances, divisions (A), and (B) of section 2152 . 12 of the Revised Code do not apply regarding

the act, and the case charging the person with committing the act shall be a criminal prosecution
commenced and heard in the appropriate court having jurisdiction of the offense as if the person had

h th erson committed the act. AII proceedings pertaining to

3119., 3121., 3123., and 3125. of the Revise
under an order made by a juvenile court on or after April 15, 1985, or modified on or after December
1; 1986, is found in contempt of court for failure to make support payments under the order, the
court that makes the finding, in addition to any other penalty or remedy imposed„shall assess all
court costs arising out of the contempt proceeding against theperson and require the person to pay
any reasonable attorney'sfees of any adverse party, as determined by the court, that arose [n

relation to the act of contempt:

(H) If a child who is charged with an act that would be an offense if committed by an adult was
fourteen years of age or older and under eighteen years of age at the time of the alleged act and if
the case is.transferred for criminal prosecution pursuant to section 2152.12 of the Revised Code, the
juvenile court does not have jurisdiction to hear or determine the case subsequent to the transfer.
The court to which the case is transferred for criminal prosecution pursuant to that section has
jurisdiction subsequent to the transfer to hear and determine the case in the same to accept
case originally had been commenced in that court, including, but not limited to, jurisdiction

plea of guilty or another plea authorized by Criminal Rule 11 or another section of the Revised Code
and jurisdiction to accept a verdict and to enter a judgment of convictionpursuant to the Rules of
Criminal Procedure against the child for the commission of the offense that was the basis of the
transferof the case for criminal prosecution, whether the conviction is for the same degree or a lesser
degree of the offense charged, for the commission of a lesser-included offense, or for the commission

of another offense that is different from the offense charged.

(I) If a person under eighteen years of age allegedly commits an:act tha ^ehended forfthat act until
committed by an adult and if the person is not taken into custody or apprehended
after the person attains twenty-one years of age, the juvenile court does not have jurisdiction to hear

the erson with committing that act. In those

(G) Any juvenile court that makes or mo . d Code If any person required to pay child support
difies an order for child support shall comply with Chapters

3109.05 of the RevisedCode.
(2) The

juvenile court shall exercise its jurisdiction in child support matters in accordance with section

(F)(1) The juvenile court shall ex®rctse its juris ic licable sections 5103:20 to
sections 3109.04 and 3127.01 to 3127.53 of the Revised Code and, as app

5103.22 or 5103.23 to 5103:237 of the Revised Code.

d' tion in child custody matters in accordance with
this section.

iof competent jurisdiction ifthe child comes wit n J
ermeCode, has jurisdiction to hear and the 'urisdiction of the juvenile court as defined byh

of juvenile proceaure anu n ay ai^u "- .-
sections 2151.34 and 3113.31 of the Revised Code, including the issuance of protection or ders or the

oe ns.sectiapproval of consentagreements under thos
[Appx. 53]
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CREDIT(S)

2010 H 10 eff 6-17-10• 2008 H 214 §5 eff: 5-14-08; 2007 S 10 eff: 1-1-08; 2006 S 238, eff. 9-
(

e . , . .
181, eff: 9-4-00; 1997 H 352 eff. 1-1-98; 1997 H 215 eff. 6-30-97; 1996 H 124 eff: 3-31-97; 1996
H 377 eff. 10-17-96; 1996 S 269 eff. 7 1=96; 1996 H 274 eff. 8-8-96; 1995 H1 eff •1-1-96; 1993
H 173 eff. 12-31-93; 1993 S 21; 1992 S 10[ 1990 S 3, H 514, S 258, H 591; 1988 S 89; 1986 H
428, H 509, H 476; 1984 H 614; 1983 H 93; 1982 H 515; 1981 H 3; 1977 S 135;1976 H 244; 1975

ff 1 1-02 2000 S 180 eff 3-22-01; 2000 S 218, eff. 3-15-01, 2000 H 58 e3 ff 6-14 00 2000 S
21 06 2004 S 185 eff 4-11-05•- 2004 H 38 eff. 6 17-04: 2001 S 3 eff 1-1 02• 2000 S 179 zz 3

H 85; 1970 H 931; 1969 H 320)

the amendments made by this act to sections 2151.23, 2151.39, 3313.64, and 5103.16 o e
Revised Code regarding the InterstateCompact on the Placement of Children no longer apply:

SECTION 8. The enactment of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children in Section 9 FNS
of this act is a continuation of the interstate compact of the same name that was repealed in Am.
Sub. S.B. 238 of the 126th General Assembly but remains in effect according to Article IX of that

Compact. i

SECTION 3. Sections 2151.23; 2151.358; 2152.02, 2743:191, 2903.214, 2919.25; 2919.27, 3113.31,
and 3113.33 of the Revised Code, as amended by this act, and section 2151.34 of the Revised Code,
as enacted by this act, shall be named the "Shynerra Grant Law."

2008 H 214 §§ 7 and 8, eff. 5-14-08, read:

SECTION 7. Sections 5103.23 to 5103.237 and the amendments to sections 2151.23, 2151:39,
3313.64; and 5103.16 of the Revised Code shall continue in effect until the Interstate Compact for
the Placement of Children contained in sections 5103.20 to 5103.22 of the Revised Code becomes
effective as described in Article XIV of that Compact, at which time sections 5103.23 to 5103.237 and

2010 H 10, § 3, eff. 6-17-10, reads:

FN1 So in original; should€his read "Section 5"?

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Pre-1953 H 1 Amendments: 121 v 557; 317 y 520
eighteenth birthday. See now RC 3119.86 for provisions analogous to ormer
E U. o e. ord f RC 2151 23(G)(2)N t F mer RC 215123(G)(2) related to the duration of chiId support or ers eyon

Gn l, d b d tFie child`sC 1639-16
Ed. Note: Former RC 2151:23 repealed by 1969 H 320, eff. 11-19 69; 130 v S 187; 127 v 547; 1953

Amendment Note: 2010 H 10 inserted °, (K)," after "(G)" in divisions (A)(2) and (A)(11); and added

divisions (A)(16) and (3).

Amendment Note: 2008 H 214 rewrote division (F)(1), which prior thereto read:

osections 3109.04, 3127.01 to 3127.53, and 5103.20 to 5103.22 of t e evise
"(F)(1)The juvenile court shall exercise its jurisdiction in child custody matters imaccordance with

de "h R ' d C

Amendment Note: 2007 S 10 substituted "2152.86" for "2152.85" after "under sections 2152.82 to"

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext:aspx?scxt=WL&currentpai =1&fn=_top&n..:
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Amendment Note: 2006'S 238 substituted "5103,22" for °5103:28".in division (F)(1):

Amendment Note• 2004 S 185 added divisions (B)(7) through (B)(9); substituted'3127.01" for

Amendment Notet 2004 H 38 inserted "divisions (G) and" in divisions (A)(2), (A)(11), (B), (D); and

(E).

Amendment Note: 2001 S 3 added new division (A)(15).

Amendment Note: 2000 S 179 inserted ", indictment, or information" in division (A)(1); substituted
"2152:12" for°2151.26" in division (H); substituted "diyisions (A) and (B) of section 2152:12" for
"divisions (B) and (C) of section 2151.26" in division (I); and made corrective internal numbering
changes and other nonsubstantive changes.

Amendment Note: 2000 S 180 redesignated divisions (A)(14) and (A)(15) as (A)(13) and (A)(14);
substituted "3111:18" for °3111.19" in division (B)(2) and "3111.28" for °5101:34" in division (B)(5);
inserted new division (B)(6); rewrote division (G); and made other nonsubstantive amendments. Prior
to amendment division (G) read:

"(G)(1) Each order for child support made or modified by a juvenile court shall include as part of the
order a general provision, as described in division (A)(1) of section 3113.21 of the Revised Code,
requiring the withholding or deduction of income or assets of the obligor under the order as described
in division (D) of section 3113.21 of the Revised Code, or another type of appropriate requirement as
described in division (D)(3), (D)(4), or (H) of that section, to ensure that withholding or deduction
from the income or assets of the obligor is available from the commencement of the support order for
collection of the support and of any arrearages thatbccur; a statement requiring all parties to the
order to notify the child support enforcement agency in writing of their current mailing address,
current residence address, current residence telephone number, and current driver's license number,
and any changes to that information; and a notice thatYhe requirement to notify the child support
enforcement agency of all changes to that information continues until further notice from the court.
Any juvenilecourt that makes or modifies an order for child support shall comply with sections
3113.21 to 3113.219 of the Revised Code. If any person required to pay child support under an order
made by a juvenile court on or after April 15, 1985, or modified on or after December 1, 1986, is
found in contempt of court for failure to make support payments under the order, the court that
makesthe finding, in addition to any other penalty or remedy imposed, shall assess all court costs
arising out of the contempt proceeding against the person and require the person tp pay any
reasonable attorney's fees of any adverse party, as determined by the court, that arose in relation to

the act of contempt.

"3109.21" and "3127.53" for "3109.36" in division (F)(1); and made other nonsubstantive changes.

iunder this chapter shall continue to pay support under the order, including during seasona vaca on

"(2) Notwithstanding section 3109.01 of the Revised Code, if a juvenile court issues a child support
order under this chapter, the order shall remain in effect beyond the child's eighteenth birthday as
long as the child continuously attends on a full=time basis any recognized and accredited high school
or the order provides that the duty of support of the child continues beyond the child's eighteenth
birthday. Except in cases; in which the order provides that the duty of support continues for any period
after the child reaches nineteen years of age the order shall notremain in effect after the child
reaches nineteen years of age. Any parent ordered to pay support under a child support order issuedI t

periods, untilthe order terminates."

Amendment Note: 2000 S 218 inserted "have violated section 2151.87 of the Revised Code or an- -_ . , - ;
order issued ur
changes.

enAmen m
division (I) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code," in divisions (B), (D), and (E); and made other

t Note• 2000 H 583 deleted former division (A)(13); inserted "except as proviaea m
d

nonsubstantive changes. Prior to deletion, former divrsion (A)(13) read.

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext:aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn top&n..:
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"(13) Concerning an action commenced under section 2151.55 of the Revised Code."

Amendment Note: 20005 181 inserted "and, based on and in relation to the allegation pertaining to
f a child who is alleged to beo

an unruly or delinquent child for being an habttual or c ronic
14 d (A)(15)anA

gethe chiId, concerning p h truant" in division (A)(1); inserted
uardian or other person having carearentth

)( )"section 2919.222," twice in division (A)(6); and added divisions (

Amendment Note. ,. ;AA (a)rsi, FiPiatPri "on or after
1997 H 352 suhstituted "uniform interstate family support act" for "uniform

(4)" for °(D)(6), (D)(7)", inserted current residence te ep one ,
number,", and deleted °on or after April 12, 1990," before "shall comply", in division (G)(1); inserted
"or the order provides that the duty of support of the child continues beyond the child's eighteenth
birthday" and added the second sentence in division (G) (2); and made other nonsubstantive changes:

b 3Decem er , , 1 I h number current driver's license .

rectprQcdi ej llujl.CII ICIIL Vi DuNr ,_^.u..^ ... ......._ . ,.-• . - - .

1 1993 " before °shall include" substituted °income" for °wages" twice and "(D)(3), (D)

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documen
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2301.02

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXIII. Courts--Common Pleas

"® Chapter 2301. Organization (Refs & Annos)
® Judges

*2301.02 Number of judges for each county; terms of office

The number of judges of the court of common pleas for each county, the time for the next election of
the judges in the several counties, and the beginning of their terms shall be as follows:

(A) In Adams, Ashland, Fayette, and Pike counties, one judge, elected in 1956, term to begin

February 9, 1957;

In Brown, Crawford, Defiance, Highland, Holmes, Morgan, Ottawa, and Union counties, onejudge, to
be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955;

In Auglaize county, one judge, to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 9, 1957;

In Coshocton, Darke, Fulton, Gallia, Guernsey, Hardin, Jackson, Knox, Madison, Mercer, Monroe,
Paulding, Vinton, and Wyandot counties, one judge, to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1,

1957;

In Morrow county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, and one to
be elected in 2006, term to begin January 1, 2007;

In Logan county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, and one to
be elected in 2004, term to begin January 2, 2005;

In Carroll, Clinton, Hocking, Meigs, Pickaway, Preble, Shelby, Van Wert, and Williams counties, one
judge, to be elected in 1952, term to begin January 1, 1953;

In Champaign county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952, term to begin January 11953, and one
to be elected in 2008, term to begin February 10, 2009.

In Harrison and Noble counties, one judge, to be elected in 1954, term to begin April 18, 1955;

In Henry county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin May 9, 1957, and one to be
elected in 2004, term tobeginJanuary 1, G0u5;

In Putnam county, one jud'ge, to be elected in 1956, term to begin May 9, 1957;

11- term to beginMay 14, 1953;to be elected in 1952one judget ,,y,luron coun

In PeFry county, one judge, to.be elected in 1954, term to begin July 6, 1956;

and1955in February 10m t b ,,egoIn Sandusky county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954, ter
oneto be elected in 1978, term to begin January i, iyiy;

one to be elected in 1956, term to begin February 9, 1957, thethree judgesin Allen countB ,y,( ) ted in 1992lb ,ece esecond to be elected in 1958, term to begin January 1, 1959, and the third to
term to beginJanuary 1, 1993;

In Ashtabula county, three judges, one to be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, one to
be elected in 1960, term to begin January 1, 1961, and one to be elected in 1978, term to begin

January 2, 1979;

[ApPx: 57]
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In Athens county, two judges, one to'be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, and one to

http;//web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?sv=Split&service-Find&scxt=WL&rl.:.

be elected in 1990, term to begin July 1, 1991;

9January 2, 2005, and the fourth to be elected in 2008, term to begin February ,
be elected in 1970, term tobegin January 2, 1971, the third to be elected m 2004; term to egin

2009

, 1.
In Erie county four judges one to be elected in 1956; term to begin January 1, 1957, the second to

In Fairfield 'county, three judges, one to be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, the
second to be elected in 1970, term to beginJanuary 1, 1971, and the third to be elected in 1994,

second to be elected in 1976, term to begin January 6, 1977;
In Geauga county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, and the

term to begin January 2, 1995;

n Y
to be elected in 1960, term to begin January 1, 1961, the third to be elected in 1978, term to begin
January 2, 1979, and the fourth to be elected in 1994, term to begin January 1, 1995;

In Hancock county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952, term to begin January 1, 1953, and the
second to be elected in 1978, term to begin January 1, 1979;

In Lawrence county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, and the
second to be elected in 1976, term to begin January 1, 1977;

In Marion county, three judges, one to be elected in 1952, term to begin January 1, 1953, the second
to be elected in 1976, term to begin January 2, 1977, and the third to be elected in 1998, term to

begin February 9, 1999;

In Medina county, three judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, the second
to be elected in 1966, term to begin January 1, 1967, and the third to be elected in 1994, term to

begin January 1, 1995;

In Miami county, two judges, one to be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, and one to
be elected in 1970, term to begin on January 1, 1971;

In Muskingum county, three judges, one to be elected in 1968, term to begin August 9, 1969, one to
be elected in 1978, term to begin January 1, 1979, and one to be elected in 2002, term to begin

January 2, 2003;

four judges one to be elected i,n 1956, term to begin February 9, 1957, the secondGreene countI

term to begin January 2, 1987;

In Portage county, three judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, the
second to be elected in 1960, term to begin January 1, 1961, and the third to be elected in 1986,

second to be elected in 1976, term to begin January 1, 1977;
In Ross county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin February 9,1957, and the

term to begin January 2, 1995;

i nsecond to be elected in 1960, term to begin January 1, 1961, and the third to be e ec e ,
counIn cio o y, J I I t d 1994t three ' udges one to be elected in 1954, term to beginfebruary 10, 1955, the

S t

In Seneca county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, and the'

January 1, 1987, and the fourth to be elected in 2004,term to beginJanuary , ,

W nIn arren co y, J g,
to be elected in 1970, term to begin January 1, 1971, the third to be elected in 1986, term to begin

2 2005

t Pour ud es one to be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, the secondu

second to be elected in 1986, term to begin January 2, 1987;

In Washmgton county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952, term to begin january i, lyDs, d ru Ul ic
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to be elected in 1986, term to begin January 1, 1987;

d t three ud es one to be elected in 1968, term beginning January 1, 1969, the secondWoo coun y, J 9In
to be elected in 1970, term to begin January 2, 1971, and the third to be elected in 1990, term to

begin January 1, lyyi;

In Belmont and Jefferson counties, two judges, to be elected in

and January 3, 1999, respectively; and one to e e ec e

onin Lake county, six Ju ges, I
be elected in 1960, term to begin January 2, 1961, the third to be elected in 1964, term to begin
January 3, 1965, the fourth and fifth to be elected in 1978, terms to begin January 4, 1979, and
January 5, 1979, respectively, and the sixth to be elected in 2000, term to begin January 6, 2001;

In Licking county, four judges, one to be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, one to be
elected in 1964, term to begin January 1, 1965, one to be elected in 1990, term to begin January 1,
1991, and one to be elected in 2004, term to begin January 1, 2005;

In Lorain county, nine judges, two to be elected in 1952, terms •to begin January 1, 1953, and
January 2, 1953, respectively, one to be elected in 1958, term to begin January 3, 1959, one to be
elected in 1968, term to begin January 1, 1969, two to be elected in 1988, termsto begin January 4,
1989, and January 5, 1989, respectively, two to be elected in 1998, terms to begin January 2, 1999,

b I t d in 2006 term to begin January 6, 2007;

be elected in 1956, term to begin January 2, 1957, the t ir o e ,
January 3, 1987, and the fourth to be elected in 1994, term to begin January 2, 1995.

In Clermont county, five judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, the
second to be elected in 1964, term to begin7anuary 1,1965, the third to be elected in 1982, term to
begirrJanuary 2, 1983, the fourth to be elected in 1986, term to begin January 2, 1987; and the fifth
to be etectedin 2006, term to begin January 3, 2007;

In Columbiana county, two judges, one to be elected in 1952, term to begin January 1, 1953, and the
second to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957;

In Delaware county, two judges, one to be elected in 1990, term to begin February 9, 1991, the
second to be elected in 1994, term to begin January 1, 1995;

e to be elected in 1958 term to begin January 1, 1959, the second tod

In Clark coun y, ourJu g,t h' d t b elected in 1986 term to begin

1954, terms to begin January 1,

f d es one to be elected in 1952, term to begin January 1, 1953, the second to

1955, and February 9, 1955 , respectively;

January 2, 2003, and January 3, 2003, respectively, an one I
one to be electedin 1992, term to begin January 4, 19 , wo I

d to be elected in 2006 term to begin

elected in 1968, terrn to begin January ,
1987; two to be elected in 1988, terms to begin January 1, 1989, and January 2, 1989, respectively;

93^ t to be elected in 2002 terms to begin

neIn Butler county, eleven Ju ges, o I
elected in 1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955, andFebruary 9, 1955; respectively; one to be

2 1969a one to be elected in 1986, term to begin January 3,,

to be elected in 1956 term to begin January 1, 1957; two to bed

January 3, 2007;

gm0January 2, 1969, and the fourth to be elected in , er r
to be elected in 1960, term to begln February 9, 1961, the t ir o I

in January 3 2005;to be04 t2

In Richland county, four judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to begin January 1, 1957, the second
h' dt be elected in 1968 term to begin

In Tuscarawas county;two judges; one to be elected in 1956, term to,begin January 1, 1957, and the
961 ;second to be elected in 1960, termto begin January 2; 1

.be elected in 1968, term to begin January 2, 1969;

In Wayne county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term beginning January 1, 1957, and one to

^ . . . ^ . - ^ . ^ ^ ... . . ... .,^. ...'^ . ---- - i-..i..I ioc'41-hp cecnnd.
In TrumL
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to be elected in 1954, term to begin January 1, 1955, the third to be elected in 1956, term to begin

days beginning from January 1, 1955, to January 7, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively;eight
to be elected in 1956, terms to begin on successive days be^ginning from January1, 1957, toJanuary
8, 1957; three to be elected in 1952, terms tobegin from January 1, 1953, to January 3, 1953; two
to be elected in 1960, terms to begin on January 8, 1961, and January 9, 1961, respectively; two to
be elected in 1964, terms to begin January4„1965, and January 5, 1965, respectively; one to be
elected in 1966, term to begin on January 10;1967; four to be elected in 1968, terms to begin on
successive days beginning from January 9, 1969, to January 12, 1969; two to be elected in 1974,
terms.to begin on January 18, 1975, and January 19, 1975,respectively; five to be elected in 1976,
terms to begin on successive days beginningJanuary6,1977, to January 10, 1977; two to be elected
in 1982 , terms to begin January 11, 1983, and January 12, 1983, respectively; and two to be elected
in 1986, terms to begin January 13; 1987, and January 14, 1987, respectively;

In Franklin county, twenty-two judges; two to be elected in 1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955,
and February 9, 1955, respectively; four to be elected in 1956, terms to begin January 1, 1957, to
January 4, 1957; four to be elected in 1958, terms to begin January 1, 1959, to January 4, 1959;
three to be elected in 1968, terms to begin January 5, 1969, to January 7, 1969; three to be elected
in 1976, terms to begin onsuccessive days beginning January 5, 1977, to January 7, 1977; one to be
elected in 1982, term to begin January 8, 1983; one to be elected in 1986, term to begin January 9,
1987; two to be elected in 1990, terms to begin July 1, 1991, and July 2, 1991, respectively; one to
be elected in 1996, term to begin January 2, 1997; and one to be elected in 2004, term to begin July
1, 2005;

In Hamilton county, twenty-one judges; eight to be elected in 1966, terms to begin January 1, 1967,
January 2, 1967; and from February 9, 1967, toFebruary 14, 1967, respectively; five to be elected in
1956, terms to begin from January 1, 1957, to January 5, 1957; one to be elected in 1964, term to
begin January 1, 1965; one to be elected in 1974, term to begin January 15, 1975; one to be elected
in 1980, term to begin January 16, 1981; two to be elected at large in the general election in 1982,
terms to begin April 1, 1983; one to be elected in 1990, term to begin July 1, 1991; and two to be
elected in 1996, terms to begin January 3, 1997, and January 4, 1997, respectively;

In Lucas county, fourteen judges; two to be elected in 1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955, and
February 9, 1955, respectively; two to be elected in 1956, termsto begin January 1, 1957, and
October 29, 1957, respectively; two to be elected in 1952, terms to begin January 1, 1953, and
January 2, 1953,respectively; one to be elected in 1964, term to begin January 3, 1965; one to be
elected in 1968, term to begin January 4, 1969; two to be elected in 1976, terms tobegin January 4,
1977, and January 5, 1977, respectivey; one to be elected in 1982, term to begin January 6, 1983;
one to be elected in 1988, term tobegin January 7, 1989, one to be elected in 1990, term to begin
January 2, 1991; and one to be elected in 1992, term to begin January 2, 1993;

In Mahoning county, seven judges; three to be elected in 1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955,
January 2, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively; one to be elected in 1956, term to begin
JanuaryY, 1957; one to be elected in 1952, term to begin January 1, 1953; one to be elected in
1968, term to begin January 2, 1969; and one to be elected in 1990, term to begin July 1, 1991;

January 1, 1957, the fourth to be elected in 1964, term to begin January 1, 1965, the fifth to be
elected in 1976„term to begin January 2, 1977, and the sixth to be elected in 1994, term to begin
January 3, 1995;

(C) In Cuyahoga county, thirty-nine judges; eight to be elected in 1954, terms to begin on successive

6, 1977; two to be elected in 1990; terms to begin July1, 1991, and July 2, 1991, respect[vely, and

In Montgomery county, fifteen judges; three to be elected in 1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955,
January 2, 1955, and January 3, 1955, respectively; four to be elected in 1952, terms to begin
January 1, 1953, January 2, 1953,7uly 1, 1953, and July 2, 1953, respectively; one to be elected in
1964, term to begin January 3, 1965; one to be elected in 1968, term to begin January 3; 1969;
three to be elected in 1976, terms to begin on successive days beginning January 4, 1977; to January

one to be elected in 1992, term to begin January 1, 1993.
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In Stark county, eight judges; one to be elected in 1958, term to begin on January 2, 1959; two to be
b

httna/web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.asnx?sv=Srolit&service Find&scxt=WL&rl.::

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, in any county having two or more judges of the court of
common pleas, in which more than one-third of the judges plus one were previously elected at the
same election, if the office of one of those judges so elected becomes vacant more than fifty-six days
prior to the second general election preceding the expiration of that judge's term, the office that that
judge had filled shall be abolished as of the date of the next general election, and a new office of
judge of the court of common pleas shall be created. The judge who is to fill that new office shall be
elected for a six-year term at the next general election, and the term of that judge shall commence
on the first day of the year following that general election, on which day no other judge's term begins,
so that the number of judges that the county shall elect shall not be reduced.

Judges of the probate division of the court of common pleas are judges of the court of common pleas
but shall be elected pursuant to sections 2101.02 and 2101 021 of the Revised Code, except in
Adams, Harrison, Henry, Morgan, Noble, and Wyandot counties in which the judge of the court of
common pleas elected pursuant to this section also shall serve as judge of the probate division,
except in Lorain county in which the judges of the domestic relations division of the Lorain county
court of common pleas elected pursuant to this section also shall perform the duties and functions of
the judge of the probate division from February 9, 2009, through•September 28, 2009, and except in
Morrow county in which the judges of the court of common pleas elected pursuant to this section also
shall perform the duties and functions of the judge of the probate division.

in 1966, term to begin January 4, 1967; one to be elected in 1968, term to begin January 5, 1969;
one to be elected in 1990, term to begin May 1, 1991; one to be elected in 1992, term to begin
January 6, 1993; and two to be elected in2008, terms to begin January 5, 2009, and January 6,
2009, respectively.

In Summit county, thirteen judges; four to be elected in 1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955,
January 2, 1955, January 3, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively; three to be elected in 1958,
terms to begin January 1, 1959, January 2, 1959, and May 17, 1959, respectively; one to be elected

1993, and January 2, 1993, respectively;
in 1966, term to begin on January 4, 1967; and two to beelected in 1992, terms to beginJanuary 1,

eelected in 1954, terms to begin on January 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955; respectively, two to
elected in 1952, terms to begin January 1, 1953, and April 16, 1953, respectively; one to be elected

815; 1984 H 113; 1982 H 869; 1980 H 961; 1978 H 246; 1976 H 468; 1973 S 201; 1970 N 1140;
1969 H 7; 132 v H 880; 131 v H 165; 130 v H 151; 128 v 147; 127 v 475; 126 v 778; 1953 H 1;

444, eff. 1-15-98; 1996 S 269, eff:7-1-96; 1995 H 151, eff. 12-4-95; 1994 H 21, eff. 2-4-94, 19
273, eff. 3 6-92; 1991 H 200; 1990 H 211, H 648, H390; 1988 H 802, S 283; 1987 S 171; 1986 H

2-20-02; 2001 H 11, eff. 10-31-01; 1999 5 164, eff. 12-22-99; 1998 H 602 eff. 3-30-99, 1998
92S

CREDIT(S)

(2010 H 48, eff. 7-2-10; 2009 H 1, eff. 7-17-09; 2007 S 155 eff. 12-21-07; 2006 H 699, eff. 3 29-
07s 2006 H 336, eff. 1-18-07; 2005 S 128, eff. 12=20-05; 2004 S 71, eff. 5-18-05; 2004 H 38, eff. 6-
17-04; 2003 H 86: eff. 11-13-03; 2003 H 95, eff. 9`26-.03; 2003 H 26, eff. 8-8-03; 2002 H 499, eff.

Source--GC 1532, 1532-1; 1532-2)

UNCODIFIED LAW

that is created by this act shall be nominated by petition. Nominating petitions shall be filed on or
contrary, candidates focelection to the new judgeship.in the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas
1996 S 269 § 14 eff 6-28 -96 readsr Notwithstanding any section of the Revised Code to the

before August 1, 1996.

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Amendment Note:2010 H 48 substituted "fifty-six" for "forty" in the penultimateparagraph:

'[Appx. 611



Amendment Note: 2010 H 48 substituted °fifty six"for "forty" in the penultimate paragraph.

Amendment Note: 2009 H 1 substituted °nine" for "ten" and deleted °and one to be elected in 2008,

h tn7/weh2.westlaw:r,nm/resnlt/ 1er,nmenttext:asnx7cv Sn1itX service=Find^scxt=Wi,&rl_.

term to begin February 9, 2009, as described in division (C)(1)(c) of section 2301.03 of the Revised
Code" from the end of the paragraph in division (B) pertaining to Lorain county; and inserted °from
February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009," in the final paragraph in division (C).

Amendment Note: 2007 S 155 deleted "Champaign" after "Carroll" in the seventh paragraph and
inserted the eighth paragraph in division (A).

AmendmentNote: 2006 H 699 substituted °judges" for 'successors to the judge", deleted "in 1956"
from between the last instance of °elected" and "pursuant", and substituted "perform the duties and
functions of the" for"serve as" between the last instance of "shall" and "judge of the probate divlsion"
in the last paragraph of division (C); and made other nonsubstantive changes.

Amendment Note: 2006 H 336 in the third to the last paragraph of division (C), substituted
"thirteen" for "eleven"after "In Summit county,"; inserted °; and two to be elected in 2008, terms to
begin January 5, 2009, and January 6, 2009, respectively" at the end of the paragraph; and made
other nonsubstantive changes.

throughout.

Amendment Note: 2005 S 128 deleted °Morrow," in the fifth paragraph and added a sixth
paragraph relating to Morrow county in division (A); substituted "ten" for "eight", inserted "one to be
elected in 2006„term to begin7anuary 6, 2007; and one to be elected in 2008, term to begin
February 9, 2009, as described in division (C)(1)(c) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code" at the
end of the twenty-eighth paragraph of division (B) relating to Lorain county; substituted "eleven" for
"ten", inserted "and one to be elected in 2006, term to begin January 3, 2007;" in the twenty-ninth
paragraph of division (B) relating to Butler county; deleted °Morrow" following "Morgan" and inserted

except in Lorain county in which the judges of the domestic relations division of the Lorain county
court of common pleas elected pursuant to this section also shall perform the duties and functions of
the judge of the probate division, and except in Morrow county in which the successors to the judge
of the court of common pleas elected in 1956pursuant to this section also shall serve as judge of the
probate division" in the last paragraph of division (C); and made other nonsubstantive changes

AmendmentNote: 2004 S 71 amended the paragraph regarding Clermont county by substituting
"five" for "four", inserting °; and the fifth to be elected in 2006, term to begin January 3, 2007" and
making other nonsubstantive changes to that paragraph.

Amendrr
read:

"Tn I_ickina countv, three iudoes, one to be elected in 1954, term to begin February 9, 1955, one to

January 1, 1991;"
be elected in 1964, term to begin January 1, 1965, and onexo oe eiectea in lyyu, cerrn w veyu,

January4 1957; four to be elected in 1958, terms to begin January 1, 1959, to January 4, 1959;

,
and February 9 1955, respectively; four to be elected in 1956, terms to begin January 1, 1957, to

twenty-one judges; two to be elected in 1954, terms to begin January 1, 1955,"In Franklin county

elected in 1982 term to begin January 8, 1983; one to be elected in 1986, term to begin January ,
in 1976, terms to begin on successive days beginning January 5, 1977, to January 7, 1977; one to be

9

three to be elected in 1968 terms to begin January 5, 1969, toJanuary 7, 1969, three to e e ec e

Amendment Note: 2003 H 86 deleted "Logan," before 'Madison" in the fourth paragraph and added

to be electedin 1996, term to begin January 2, 1997;".
1987; two to be elected in 1990,.terms to begin July 1, 1991, and July 2, 1991, respective y, an ne
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a new flfth paragraph in division (A); substituted "four" for "two" and inserted "; the third to be

February 9, 2009" in the fourth paragraph of division (B); and made other nonsubstantive changes:
elected in 2004; term to begin7anuary 2, 2005, and the fourth to be elected in 2008, term to begin

[ApPx. 63]

to be elected in 1994, term to begin January 2, 1995" for °. The existing term of office of the judge
paragraph in division. ( B) regarding Scioto county; substituted "four"for "three and , and the fourth

at the end of the paragraph in division (B)7egarding Medina county; substituted "three for two in
and added ", and the thirdto be elected in 1994, term to begin January 2, 1995" at the end of the

Amendment Note: 1999 S 164 substituted "January 6, 2001" for'"January 1, 2001" in the twenty-
sixth paragraph in division (B), pertaining to Lake county.

Amendment Note: 1998 H 602 substituted "six" for "five" and inserted ", and the sixth to be elected
in 2000, term to begin January 1, 2001" in the twenty-sixth paragraph in division (B) [relating to
Lake county]; and made other nonsubstantive changes.

Amendment Notec 1998 H 444, in the tenth paragraph of division (B), pertaining to Marion county,
substituted "three" for "two" and inserted °, and the third to be elected in 1998, term to begin
February 9, 1999"; in the twenty-eighth paragraph in division (B), pertaining to Lorain county,
substituted "eight" for "six" and inserted ", and two to be elected in 1998, terms to begin January 2,
1999, and January 3, 1999, respectively"; and made other nonsubstantive changes.

Amendment Note: 1996 S 269 substituted "twenty-one" for "twenty" and inserted "and one to be
elected in 1996, term to begin January 2, 1997" in the secondparagraph of division (C); and made
other nonsubstantive changes.

AmendmentNote: 1995 H 151 substituted "twenty-one" for "nineteen" and inserted °; and two to
be elected in 1996, terms to begin January 3, 1997, and January 4, 1997, respectively" in the third
paragraph in division (C), pertaining to Hamilton county.

Amendment Note: 1994 H 21 deleted "Delaware," before "Highland" in the second paragraph of
divisfon (A); substituted "three" for."two' in and added ", and the third to be elected in 1994, term to
begin January 2, 1995" at the end of the paragraph in division (B) regarding Fairfield county;
substituted "four" for "three" in and added ", and the fourth to be elected in 1994, term to begin
January 1, 1995" at the end of the paragraph in division (B) regarding Greene county; substituted
"three" for "two" in andadded ", and the third to be elected in 1994, term to begin January1; 1995"

inserting ", and the fourth to be elected in 2004, term to begin January 3, 2005" preceding the semi-
colon at the end of the paragraph:

Amendment Note: 2003 H 26 inserted "county, two judges, one to be elected in 1956, term to
begin May 9, 1957, and one to be elected in 2004, term to begin January"1, 2005;" in paragraph
seven of division (A) dealing with Henry county; inserted °In" before "Putnam" and substituted
"county" for"counties"in new paragraph eight of division (A) dealing with Putnam county; substituted
"four° for "three"and inserted ", and the fourth to be elected in 2004, term to begin January 2, 2005"
in the eighteenth paragraph of division (B) dealing with Warren county.; and_ made other
nonsubstantive changes.

Amendment Note: 2002 H 499 substituted "ten" for "nine", "two" for "one" before "to be elected in
2002," and "terms" for "term" after; and inserted ", and January 3, 2003, respectively" in the 29th
paragraph in division (B) dealing with Butler county.

Amendment Note: 2001 H 11 substituted "three" for "two" and inserted ", and one to be elected in
2002, term to begin January 2, 2003;" in the 13th,paragraph in division (B) dealing with Muskingum
county; and substituted "nine" for "eight", deleted °and" after"respectively;" and inserted ", and one
to be elected in 2002, term to begin January 2, 2003;' in the 29th paragraph in division (B) dealing
with Butler county.

Amendment Note: 2003 H95 amended the paragraph starting"In Richland county," in Division (B)
by changing the number of judges from three to four; deleting "and" preceding "the third"; and
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OH ST § 2301.02

elected in 1979 is extended through January 2, 1987" in the paragraph indivision (B) regarding Clark
'county; added the paragraph in division (B).regarding Delaware county; and substituted six for
"five"in and added "; and the sixth to be elected in 1994, term to begin January 3, 1995" at the end
of the paragraph in division (B) regarding Trumbull county.

CROSS REFERENCES

Assignment of judges during emergency, Suo R 14

Assignment of temporary judge by supreme court, 0 Const Art IV §5

Backlog of cases, assignment of visiting judges, 2503.04, 2503.281

Changes in number of judges, 0 Const Art IV &15

Election; term, and compensation of judges; assignment of retired judges, 0 Const Art IV $6

Filling vacancy in judgeship, 0 Const Art IV ^13

Judge's administrative responsibilities, Code of Jud Cond Canon 3

Removal from office, 3.07 to 3.10

Time for holding elections for state and local officers; terms of offlce, 0 Const ArtXVII§ 1

[Appx. 64]
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InHamilton county, twelve judges; seven to be elected in 1954, terms
to begin Tanuary 1, 1955, January 2, 1955,and from February 9, 1955,,to
February 13, 1955, inclusive, respectively; five to be elected in 1956, terms
to begin trom January 1, 19S/, to January- 5„1957, inclusive;

In Lucas county, six judges; two to be elected in 1954, terms to begin
January 1, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively; two to be elected in
1956, terms to begin January 1, 1957, and October 29, 1957, respectively;
and rivo to be elected in 1952, terms to begin January 1, 1953, and Janu-
ary 2, 1953, tespectively;

In Mahoning couiity, five judges; three to be elected in 1954, terms
to begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, and February 9, 1955, iespect-
ively; one tobe elected in 1956,term to begin January 1,1957; and one
to be elected in 1952; term to begin January 1, 1953;

In Montgomery county, seven judges; three to be elected in 1954,
terms to begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955; and January 3, 1955, re-
spectively; and four to be elected in 1952, terms to begin January 1, 1953,
January 2, 1953, July 1, 1953, July 2, 1953, respectively;

In Stark coiinty, five judges; one to be elected in 1958, term to begin
on January 2 1959; two to be elected in 1954, ternis to begin on January
1, 1955, and February 9, 1955, respectively ; and two to be elected in 1952,
terms to begin Jantiary 1, 1953, and April 16, 1953, respectively;

In Summit county, seven judges; four to be elected in 1954, terms to
begin January 1, 1955, January 2, 1955, January 3, 1955, and February
9, ,1955, respectively; and three to be elected in 1958, terms to begin Janu-
ary 1, 1959, January 2, 1959, and May 17, *** 1959; respectively.

Notwithstanding tlseforegoing provisions, in anycounty havingtzvo
or riiore jatdges of the court of common pleas, in rethich more than one -
thirdof such jiudges plias one zoere previouslyelected at the same election,
slaould the office of one such jiidge so elected becoaae vacant more than
fo ty days prior to the second general electionfirecedz'ng the expiration of
sctclajzcdge's teriaa, tlae office which such judge had fclled shall be aliolis,'ed
as of the date of tFte neztgenaral election and -¢- newo/fice of judge„of #he
court of conaasonfileasshall be created. Th2judgewho is to fillsucn
necvof'ace shall be electedfor a six yearterau at the next general election
and his terni shall commence on the first day of the year following such
general election, on which day no other judge's term begins so that the
number of judges_which such county shall elect sh¢ll not be reduced.

Judges of the cou:t of domestic redationsy juvesrsile relations.

Sec. 2301.03. (A) In Franklin county, the iudges of the court of
wmrnonpieas wnose terrnsbegin onJanuary 1;1953 and January 2;1953, ,
and successors, shall havethe same qualincations, exercise the same powers
and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as othei- judges of ;lie
court of common pleas of Franklin county, and shall be elected and desig-

dnate as judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic reia-
tions. They shall have all tlie powers relatine to iuvenile courts. and ;11
1a11=vunuer secrlons ZroLUlto *;Fx:.G1J1 63 inclusive and section, ; ,
2151.99 oi the Revised Code;all bastardy cases over, which the juvenile
court has jurisdiction, and all divorce and alimony cases sl all be assigiied
0 such judges. 3n addition to his regular duties, t'-ne judge whois senior in



point of service shall serve on the child welfare board, the county advisory
board, and shall be the administrator of the domestic relations court, its
subdivisions and departments.

(B) In Hamilton county, the judge of the court of common pleas,
whose term begins on January 1, 1957, and successors, shall be the juvc-
nile judge as provided in sections 2151.01 to *x* 2151.61, inclusive, and
2151.99 of the Revised Code, with powers and jurisdiction conferred by
suchchapter and thejudge ofthecourt ofcominon pleas whoseterin
begins on January 5, 1957, and successors shaU be elected and designated
as a judge of the court of common pleas, division of domesticrelations; and
shall have assigned to him all divorce and alimony cases coming before
suchcourt. In addition to his regularduties, such judge of the conrt of
common pleas, division of domestic relations, shall be the adtninistrator of
the domestic relations court, its subtlivisions and departments and shall
have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of the per-
sonnel of saiddivisionof the courtengagedin handling,or servicing,or
investigating divorce and alimony cases, including any refereesdeemed
necessary by said judge in the discliarge of his various duties.

The judge shall also designate the title, compensation; exfiense allow-
ances, hours, leaves of absence and vacations of the personnel of said divi-
sion; and the judge shall fix the duties of such personnel. The duties of such
personnel, in addition to those provided for in other sections of the Revised
Code, shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce
and alimony cases and counselling and conciliation services wFiich nsay be
made available to Persons requesting thern,regardless of whether or not
suchpersons are parties to an action pending in the court.

The board of countycovvtmissioners shallafi)Sroiiriate such sum of
money each year as will meet allthe administrative expenses of the court
of domestic relations, including reasonableexpenses of the domestic
relations judge and such court counselors gnd other employees as he may
desigiiate to conduct the handling, servscsng, and investigation of divorce
and alimony cases, conciliation and domestic relations counselling, and all
matters in relation thereto, as well as the expenses involved in the attend-
ance of court fiersonnel at domestic relations and welfare conferences
designated by said cosrt, and such further sum each year as will provide
for the adequate operation of said court of domestic relations.

The comQensation and expenses of all employees and tlie salary and
expenses of the judge shall be paid by the county treasurer from the money
afi¢ropriated for the operation of the court, upon the warrant of the county
auditor, certified to by the judge:

The summons, warrants; citation sub s d ther its, ¢oena , an o wr s of the
court may issate to a bailiff, constable, or staff investigator of the court, or
to the sheriff of any county or any marshal, constable, or police officer; and
the ¢rovisions of law relating to the subpoenaing of witnesses in other cases
shallaQjily in so far as they are applicable. When a summons, warrant,
citation; subpoena, or other writ is issued to such officer, other than a bail-
iJf,'constable or staff investigator of the eourt; the expense of servinp the
salaae stxatabe assessed as a part of the costs in the case involved.

erm begins on January 3;1959,and successors shall have thesainequali-



fications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the sanre
-aif Lo, ncompensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas o

county, and shall be elected and designated as a judge of the court of
division of domestic relations:He shall have all the po,uerscommon pleas ,

relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under sections 2151:01to

2151.61, inclusive, and section 2151.99 of the Revised Code, all bastardy
dcases over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction,and all divorce aa

ah cases salimony cases shall be assigned to such judge except in suc
should for some special reason be assigned to some other judge of the

court of common pleas:

(D) In Lucas county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose
term begins on January 1, 1955, and successors shall have the same quali-
fications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same
compensation as other judges of the court of con mon pleas of Lucas county,
and shall be elected and designated as a judge of the court of common pleas,
a,,,;,;n„ nf rlnmestic relations: He shall have all the powers relating to
juvenil,e courts, and all cases under sections LrJhul to -"-' GlJl.ut, iii-

clusive; and section 2151.99 of the Revised Code, all bastardy cases, and all
divorces and alia ony cases shall be assigned to such judge.

(E) In Mahoning county, the judge of the court of common pleas
whose term begins on January 1, 1955, and successors, shall have the same
qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the
samecompensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Ma-
honing county, and shall be elected and designated as a judge of the court
^f r.,^mnn nleas division of domestic relations. All juvenile court work
arising undersections Z1S1,01 to xxfi GtD1.o1, inciusive; anu sccuuli

ins -es2151.99 of the Revised Code, all divorce and alimony cases, and ca
volving the care aiid custody of children shall be assigned to such judge.

(F) In Montgomery county, the judges of the court of common-pleas
whose terms begin on January 1, 1953, and January 2, 1953, and successors

di-lof cu eas,ommon prtshall:be.elected and designated as judges of the co
2151 01i .onvision of domestic relations: All the powers provided for in sect

to *** 2151.61, inclusive, and section 2151.99 of the Revised Code, re-
lating to juvenile courts shall be exercised by said judges, and there shall be
assigned to such judges all juvenile court work, all divorce and alimony
cases, and cases involving the care and custody of children, with concurrent
jurisdiction in all criminal matters.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, junior in point o#
shall have charge of the employment and supervision ofthe per-service ,

sonnelof said division of tliecourt engagedin handling orservicing or
investigatirigdivorce and alimonycases including anynecessaryreferees;.^..

t ofin iil i npoons; sen oratThe judge of the division of domestic re
service, sliallbe charged with the'assignment and division ofthe work of
said division of the court and the employment and supervision of all other

no1nFcairl rNv;cinn nf thecourt. exceDt thoseemUlovees who may ber^. -, .. -. .
aXipointed by the judgejunior inpoint ofservice, under thissection and

e ,sections 2301.12, 2301.18, and 2301.19 of the Revised Code. The judg
senior in point of service, shall serve as administrator of the bureau of aid

wh thei i eret onto dependent children and shall serve in each and every pos
statutes permit or requireajuvenrle ludge to serve.
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Repeal.
SF.cTiox 2. That existing sections

2301.02 and 2301.03 of the Re-

vised Code are hereby repealed. JAMES A. LANTZ,

Speaker of the House
of Representatives.

jOHN ` DON AofEhP' Senate.

Passed July 9; 1959.

Approved July 20, 1959.

NIICHAEL V. DiSALLE,
Governor:

The sectional numbers herein are in conformity with the Revised 'Code:
LEGISLATIVE SER?IICE COMMISSION

OHIO
. . . GgpgLES W. INGLER, DbrectOr

ffi of the Secietary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
eFiled in the o c 195921st day of July, A. D. TED W. BROWN,

Secretary of State.

Effective October 20, 1959:

File No. 180.

(Amended Senate Bil1No.154)

AN ACT

To amendsection 2127:11 of the Rdin^derelative tosummary
. . . landsale p ocee

Be it enacted
by the Geneval Assentibly of the State of Oliio:

1. That section 2127:11 of the Revised Code be arnende
SECTION d

to read as follows :
if value of jand less t4san ©ne thuusand dallars.

dent's or ward'sSummary proceeding
Sec. 21273i. When ^he actualmarket value of 8- dece and

**
real estate which is to be sold is less than

one thousand dollars

the court so finds, it n;ay by summary order authorize the sale and con-
veyarice of the land at private sale, on such terms as it deems proper, and
in such proceeding all requirements of sections 2127.01 to 2127.43, inclusive,isal , an

s to service of summons, appra
of the Revised d additionalCode, a

bond shall be waived.

[APPx. 7 1]
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R.C. § 2301.03

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXIII. Courts--Common Pleas

"u Chapter 2301. Organization (Refs & Annos)
10 Judges
1h2301.03 Judges of the divisions of domestic relations

(A) In Franklin county, the judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 1,
1953, January 2, 1953, January 5, 1969, January 5, 1977, and ]anuary2, 1997, andsuccessors, shall
have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers andjurisdiction; and receive the same
compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Franklin county and shall be elected
and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations. They shall
have all the powers relating to juvenile courts„and all cases undei' Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the
Revised Code, all parentage proceedings under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code over which the
juvenile court has jurisdiction, and aA divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases shall be assigned to them. In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge who is
senior in point of service shall serve on the childremservices board and the county advisory board and
shall be the administrator of the domestic relations division and its subdivisions anddepartments.

majority of the judges of the Hamilton countycourt of common pleas and shall terminate on the date

(B) In Hamilton county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas, whose term begins on January 1, 1957, and successors,
and the judge of the court of common pleas, whose term begins on February 14, 1967, and
successors, shall be the juvenile judges as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152: of the Revised Code,
with the powers and jurisdiction conferred by those chapters.

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 5, 1957, January 16,
1981, and July 1, 1991, and successors, shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations, and shall have assigned to them all divorce, dissolution
of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases coming before the court. On or after the first day
of July and before the first day of August of 1991 and each year thereafter, a majority of the judges
of the division of domestiorelations shall elect one of the judges of the division as administrative
judge of that division. If a majority of the judges of the division of domestic relations are unable for
any reason to elect an administrative judge for the division before the first day of August, a majority
of the judges of the Hamilton county court of common pleas, as soon as possible after that date, shall
elect one of the judges of the divisiohof domestic relations as administrative judge of that division.
The term of the administrative judge shall begin on the earlier of the first day of August of the year in
which the administrative judge is elected or the date on which the administrative judge is elected by a

on whichtheadministrative ]uoge's successor is eiecteatn Lne iuuuwu,y ycai.

engaged in handling servicing, or investigating divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
shall have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the drvision
shall be the administrator of the domestic relations division and its subdivisions and departments and
fn addition to the judge's regular duties, the administrative judge of the division ofdomestic relations

eirannulment cases, including any referees considered necessary by the Judges in the dischargeo t

: various duties.

riivicinnanri shalt fix the dutiesofits oersonnel. The duties of the personnel, in addition to those
compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the personnelof the
The administrative judge of the division of domestiorelations also shall designate the title,

counseling and conciliation services that may be made available to persons requesting them, whether
investigation of divorce dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and
provided for in other sections of the Revised Code, shall include the handling, servicing, and

or not the persons are parties to an action, pending in the division.

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn top&n.:.



oners shall appropriate the sum ofmoney each year as will meet all thesiThe board of county commrs reasonable expenses of theludinio gncns,administrative expenses of the division of domestic relati
domestic7elations judges and the division counselors and other employees designated to conduct the

legal separation, andsolution of marriagedido ,sivorce,fhandling, servicing, and investigation
annulment cases, conciliation and counseling, and all matters relating to;those cases and counseling,

din the attendance of division personnel at domestic relations and welfare
lveand the expensesinvo

conferences designated by the division, and the further sum each year as will provide for the
adequate operation of the division of domestic relations;

The compensation and expenses of all employees and the salary and expenses of the judges shall be
paid by the county treasurer from the money appropriated for the operation of the division, upon the
warrant of the county auditor, certified to by the administrative judge of the division of domestic

relations.

The summonses, warrants, citations, subpoenas, and other writs of the division may issue to a bailiff,
constable, or staff investigator of the division or to the sheriff of any county or any marshal,
constable, or police officer, and the provisions of law relating to the subpoenaing of witnesses in other
cases shall apply insofar as they are applicable. When a summons, warrant, citation, subpoena, or
other writ is issuedto an officer, other than a bailiff, constable, or staff investigator of the division,
the expense of serving it shall be assessed as a part of the costs in the case involved.

(3) The judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county whose term begins on January 3,
1997, and the successors to that judge shall each be elected and designated as the drug court judge
of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county. The drug court judge may accept or reject any case
referred to the drug court judge under division (B)(3) of this section. After the drug court judge
accepts a referred case, the drug court judge has full authority over the case, including the authority
to conduct arraignment, accept pleas, enter findings and dispositions, conduct trials, order treatment,
and if treatment is not successfully completed pronounce and enter sentence.

A judge of the general division of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county and a judge of the
Hamilton county municipal court may refer to the drug court judge any case, and any companion
cases, the judge determines meet the criteria described under divisions (B)(3)(a) and (b) of this
section. If the drug court judge accepts referral of a referred case, the case, and any companion
cases, shall be transferred to thefdrug court judge. A judge may refer a case meeting the criteria
described in divisions (B)(3)(a) and (b) of this section that involves a violation of a condition of a
community control sanction to the drug court judge, and, if the drug court judge accepts the referral,

n over the casedi tiuri c osthe referring judge and the drug court judge have concurrent j

f the courtof common pleas of Hamilton county and a judge of the
i on oA judge of the general divis

Hamilton county municipal court may refer a case to the drug court judge under division-(B)(3) of this
ly:section if the judge determines that both of the following app

(a) One of the following applies:

(i) The case involves a drug abuse offense, as defined in section 2925.01 of the Revised Code, that is
a felony of the third or fourth degree if the offense is committed prior to July 1, 1996, a felony of the
third, fourth, or fifth degree if the offense is committed on or after July 1, 1996, or a misdemeanor.

(ii) The case involves a theft offense, as defined in section 2913.01 of theRevised Code, that is a
felony of the third or fourth degree if the offense is committed prior to July 1, 1996, a felony of the

third, fourth, or fifth degree if the offense is committed on or after July 1; 1996, or a misdemeanor,

and the defendant is drugbr alcohol dependent or in danger of becoming drug or alcohol dependent

and would benefit from treatment.

(b) All of the folJowing apply:

(i) The case involves an offense for which a community control sanction may be imposed or is a case
in which a mandatory prison term ora mandatory jail term is not required to be imposed.

[Appx. 73]
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(ii) The defendant has no history of violent behavior.

(iii) The defendant has no history of mental illness.

(iv) The defendant's current or past behavior, or both, is drug or alcohol driven.

(v) The defendant demonstrates a sincere willingness to participate in a#ifteen-month
process.

(vii) If the defendant is incarcerated, the county prosecutor approves of the referral.

(vi) The defendant has no acute health condition.

reatment

(4) If the administrative judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county determines that the
volume of cases pending before the drug court judge does not constitute a sufficient caseload for the
drug court judge, the administrative judge, in accordance with the Rules of Superintendence for
Courts of Common Pleas, shall assign individual cases to the drug court judge from the general
docketof the court. If the assignments so occur, the administrative judge shall cease the assignments
when the administrative judge determines that the volume of cases pending before the drug court
judge constitutes a sufficient caseload for the drug court judge.

(5) As used in division ( B) of this section, °community controf sanction," °mandatory prison term,"
and "mandatory jailterm" have the same meanings as in section 2929:01 of the Revised Code.

of this section, shall have jurisdiction over matters that are within the Jurisdiction of the probate court
under Chapter 2101. and other provisions of the Revised Code.

o( ) r Y , , , ,
division of domestic relations, in addition to the powersand jurisdiction set forth in division (C)(1)(a)

assigned to that judge; except cases that for some special reason are assigne o so 7
the court of common pleas.

m Januar 1 2006 through September 28 2009 the judges of the court of common pleas,b F

vo cjuris ic on, an i ,it
d t me other ud e of

2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, parentage proceedings over which the Juvenile court as
e dissolutioh of marriane legal separation and annulment cases shallberd dd

(C)(1) In Lorain county:

(a) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 3, 1959, January 4,
1989, and January 2, 1999, and successors, and the judge of the court of common pleas whose term
begins on February 9, 2009,shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of
Lorain county and shall be elected and designated as the judges of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on
January 3, 1959, ]anuary 4, 1989, and January 2, 1999, and successors, shall have all of the powers
relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, all
parentage proceedings over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, and all divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases shall be assigned to them, except cases that for
some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas: From February
9, 2009, through September 28, 2009, the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on
February 9, 2009, shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and cases under Chapters

h

February 9, 2009, is the successor to the probate judge who was elected in 2002 for a term that
began on February 9, 2003. After September 28, 2009, the judge of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations, whose term begins on February 9„2009, shall be the probatejudge.

(c) The judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, whose term begins on

division of domestic relations, and all references to the probate judge shall be construed as references

(2)(a) From February 9, 2009, through September 28, 2009, with respect to Lorain county,ap
references in law to the probate court shall be construed as references to the court of common pleas,

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn top&n.:.
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to the judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations.

b 28 2009 with respect to Lorain county, allert

discharge of the various duties or tne Juages alu-

http;//web2.we stlaw. coin/result/docuinenttext. aspx?scxt-W L&currentpart=l &fn=top &n:..

rjudges of the juvenile division is sick, absen , o „o,-o«irarPq ifi rhe duties shall be performed by the

(3) if one of the judges of the court of common p ,unahle to perform that judge's judicial duties or thet'

leas division of domestic relations, or one of the

requesting them, whether or not the persons are pa ie

presiding judge of the court of common pleas, divislon o I
exclusively with the assignment and division of the work of the division and the employment and
supervision of all other personnel of the domestic relations division. .

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 5, 1977, and January 2,
1991, and successors shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,
and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Lucas county,
shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and shall
be the juvenile judges as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code with the powers
and jurisdictions conferred by those chapters; In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of
the court of common pleas, juvenile division, senior in point of service, shall be the administrator of
the juvenile division and its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of the employment,
assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the division engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating juvenile cases, including any referees considered necessary by the judges of the division

in the discharge of their various duties:

The judge,of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, senior in point of service, also shall
designate the title, compensation, expense allowance, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of the
personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the personnel of the divisionarTd hendinvestigation of
personnel, in addition to other statutory duties include the handling, servicing, gation
juvenile cases and counseling and conciliation services that may be made available to persons

rt' s to an action pending in the division.

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1955, and ]anuary 3,
1965, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,
and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Lucas county
and shall be elected and designatedas judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations. All divorce, dissolution of marriage,legal separation, and annulment cases shall be assigned

to them.

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in point of service, shall be considered as the
f domestic relations and shall be charged

is serving pursuant to Rule 4 of the Ru es o p
administrative judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations.

(D) In Lucas county:

references in law to the clerk o e pr
I f Su erintendence for the Courts of Ohio as the

, ,em(b) From February 9, 2009; through Sep
f th obate court shall be construed as references to the judge who

vorumeui ,,, ,....._,__1 . . : ,. . . . .. ^ .
judges of the other of those divisions.

miarrianp. leaal seoaratton, and annu men

subdivisions and departments and shall have c arg or investi atindivorce dissolution of
of the personnel of the division engaged in handling, servicing, 9 g

I tcases including any referees considered necessary in the

indivision of domestic relations, shall be t e a mh e of the employment assignment, and supervision

compensation as other 7udges of the court o comm p
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, and shall be
assigned all the divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases coming
before the court. In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of the court of common pleas,

istrator of the domestic relations division and itsh d

sashall have the same qualifrcations, exercise e pf on leas of Mahoning county„shall be elected and

e(1) The judge of the court of common p me owers and jurisdiction, and receive the sameth

(E) In Mahoning county:

as whose term began on January 1, 1955, and successors,l
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ex ense allowances; hours, leaves of absence,t

1993, and successors, s a - ^k^ ^,; „.,. nf rnmmon oleas of Montgomery,

expense allowances, hours, leaves o
fix their duties:

(2) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953, and January 1,
h II have thesame qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,

The judge of the division of domestic relations, senior in point of service, shall be charged exclusively
with the assignment and division of the work of the division and shall have charge loR testieployment

servicing, or 9atg
and supervision of the personnel of the division engaged ig handling,
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, including any necessary
referees, except those employees who may be appointed by the judge, Junior in poirit of service,
under this section and sections 23012301.18, and 2301.19 of the Revised Code. The judge of the

division of domestic relations, seniorf absence fand vacation of the pe sonnel of thetitle, u^ opn^andtshali

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term began on January 2, 1969, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and hallbe e ect d and
compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Mahoning county,
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and shall be the juvenile judge
as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers and jurisdictions
conferred by those chapters. In addition to the7udge's regular duties, the judge of the court of
common pleas, juvenile division, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division and its subdivisions
and departments and shall have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of the
personnel of the division engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including any
referees considered necessary by the judge in the discharge of the judge's various duties.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,
and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the personnel of the division.
The duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and
investigation of juvenile cases and counseling and conciliation services that may be made available to
persons requesting them, whether or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the division.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations or juvenile division, is sick,
absent, or unable to perform that judge's judicial duties, or the volume of cases pending in that
judge's division necessitates it, that judge's duties shall be performed by another judge of the court of

common pleas.

(F) In Montgomery county:

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 2, 1953, and January 4,
1977, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,
and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Mohtgornery
county and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations. These judges shall have assigned to them all divorce, dissolution of marriage,

legal separation, and annulment cases.

counseling and conciliation services a y
or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the division.

The duties of the personnel, in addition to other sta u o y
nvestigation of divorce, dissolution ^h maa be legal apailable to personsl equesting them, whether

and vacations of the personnel of the division and stat r duties include the handling, servicing, and
The Judgealso shall designate the title, compensa ihnll fi pthe duties of the personnel of the division.

and receive thesamecompensaLron as uuicl JWUyll -1 ^^----fthe court of common pleas; juvenile division, and

shall be, and have the powers an J <
county, shall be elected and designated as judges odurisdiction of the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151.

and 2152. of the Revised Code.

http://weh2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?scxt
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eIn addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge o
senior in point of service, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division and its subdivisions and

court of common pleas, juvenile division,f th
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departments and shall have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of thepersonnel
iof the juvenile division including any necessary referees, who are engaged in handling, servicng, or

conciliation services that are available upon request to persons, whether or not they are parties to an
actionpending in thedivision.

compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of the personnel of the
division and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties,
shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and of any counseling and

investigating juvenile cases. The Judge, senior in point of service, also shall designate t e e,

If one of the judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, or,one of the judges
of the court of common pleas, Juvenile division; is sick, absent, or unable to performthat judge's
duties or the volume of cases pending in that judge's division necessitates it, the duties of that judge
may be performed by the judge or judges of the other of those divisions.

(G) In Richland county:

relations. shall be the administrator of the domestic relations division and its subdivisions and

(1) The judge ofthe court of common pleas whose term begins on January 1, 1957, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receivethe same
compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Richland county and shall be
elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations. That
judge shall be assigned and hear all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation; and annulment
cases, all domestic violence cases arising under section 3113:31 of the Revised Code, and all post-
decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any of those matters. The division of domestic
refations has concurrent jurisdiction with the juvenile division of the court of common pleas of
Richland county to determine the care, custody, or control of any child not a ward of another court of
this state, and to hear and determine a request for an order for the support of any child if the request
is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation, a
criminal or civil action involving an allegation of domestic violence, or an action for-support brought
under Chapter3115. of the Revised Code: Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive original
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judge of the division of domestic relations shall be assigned and
hear all cases pertaining to paternity or parentage, the care, custody, or control of children, parenting
time orVisitation, child support, or the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of
children, all proceedings arising under Chapter 3111: of the Revised Code, all proceedings arising
under the uniform interstate family support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, and
all post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any of those matters.

In addition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic

expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, vacation; and other employment-related matters o
for the discharge of the judge's duties. The judge shall also designate the title, compensation,

f

departments. The judge shall have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision or me
personnel of the domestic relations division, including any magistrates the judge considers necessary

the personnel of the divis7on ana snaii rix tneir auues:

f21 The iudoe of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 3, 2005, and successors,

c'ode:Exceot ihcases that are subiect to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the
powers and jurisdiction of, the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, Juvenile divisron, and shall be, and have t e
compensation as other Judges of the court of common pleas of Richland county,s a e e

h

"shall have the same qualifications,exercise tne same powers ana 7urisalcnoiy anu e^e vc Li 1^ ^01H^
h ll b lected and

the care of children or any post-decree proceeding arising from any case pertaining to any of those
parenting time or visitation; child support, or the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for
assigned any case pertaining to paternityorparentage; the care, custody, or control of children,

]udgeor the JUvenlle aivision snall noi rldvB }uHSUiGUUH vl uIoYUVVCi w Hcai, oiu,..or+s-1 ....

matters. The judge of the juvenile division shall not have Jurisdiction or the power to hear, and shal

3115; of the Revised Code.
not be assigned, any proceeding underthe uniform interstate family support act contained in C apter

. LAppx:77]
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In addition to the iudqe's reqular duties, the judge of the juvenile division shall bethe administrator

in handling, servicing, or investigating Juvenile cases, including any magrstrates whom the 7u ge
employment, assignment,and supervision of the personnel of the juvenile divisionwho are engaged

d

of the juvenile division and its subdivisions and departments. i ne Juoge snaii nave caid gc uu c

I
investigation of juvenile cases and providing any counseling, conciliation, and mediation services that
the court makes available to persons, whether or not thepersons are parties to an action pending in
the court, who request the services.

:hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The
duties of the personnel in addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and

The judge of the juvenile division also shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances,

considers necessary for the discharge of the judge's various duties.

(H) In Stark county, the judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1953,
January 2, 1959, and January 1, 1993, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise
the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges of thecourt of
common pleas of Stark county and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common
pleas, division of domestic relations. They shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all
cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152: of the Revised Code, all parentage proceedings over which the
juvenile court has jurisdiction, and all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal"separation, and
annulment cases, except cases that are assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas
for some special reason, shall be assigned to the judges.

The judge of the division of domesticrelations; second most senior in point of service, shall have
charge of the employment and supervision of the personnel of the division engaged in handling,
servicing, or investigatingdivorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases,
and necessary referees required for the judge's respective court.

The judge of the division of domesticrelations; senior in point of service, shall be charged exclusively
with the administration of sections 2151.13, 2151.16, 2151.17, and 2152.71 of the Revised Code and
with the assignment and division of the work of the division and the employment and supervision of
all other personnel of the division, including, but not limited to, that judge's necessary referees, but
excepting those employees who may be appointed by the judge second most senior in point of
service. The senior judge further shall serve in every other position in which the statutes permit or
require a juvenile judge to serve:

(I) In Summit county:

ioaterriitv; custodv: visitation, child support, or the allocation of;parentai nghts an respons i i ies or
of the division of domestic relations shall have assigned to them and hear all cases pertaining to

b i.t fd

divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases that come before the court.
Except in casesthat are subject to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judges

and shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relation"s, The judges of the division of domestic relations shall have assigned to them and hear all

(1) The judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 4, 1967, and January 6,
1993, and successors, shall havethe same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,
and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Summit county

the care of children and all post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertarning to any or tnose
matters. The judges of the division of domestic relations shall have assigned to them and hear all

expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,and vacations of the personnel of the division and shall

referees, who are engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating divorce,dissolutron of marriage,
Iegalseparation and annulment cases. That judge also shall designate thetitle, compensation,

employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the divwsion„including any necessary

The judge of the division of domesticrelations; senior in point of service, shall be the administrator of
the domestic relations division and its subdivisions and departments and shall have charge of the

Revised Code.
proceedings under the uniform interstate family support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the

://web2.westlaw.comfresult/doaumenttext.aspx?sext=WL&cu -entpart=1&fn- top&n.:.
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A t' Th duties of the personnel in addition to other statutory duties, shall include theeh

3e 5eluVlulF1uIIJl Vl.^c. v .. .....v^...... _. -
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i npersons, whether or not they are parties to an actron pen g in the divisiond '
annulment cases and of any counsehng and conciliation services
handling, servicing, an g that are available upon request to all

Ieir u ies.fix t
d investi ation of divorce dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and

pleas of Trumbull county and shall be elected and designate as Ju g
division of domestic relations. They shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all cases
under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage proceedings over which the
juvenile court has jurisdiction, and all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases shall be assigned to them, except cases that for some special reason are assigned to

duties. Te u ies., p ,h
servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases and of any counseling and conciliation services that are
availableLpon request to persons, whether or not they are parties to an action pending in the

division.

(J) In Trumbull county, the judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 1,
1953, and January 2, 1977, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same
powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common

d d es of the court of common pleas,

eassigned; any case p g , I
parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children or any post-decree proceeding arising from
any case pertaining to any of those matters. The judge of the juvenile division shall not have
jurisdiction or the power to hear, and shall not be assigned, any proceeding under the uniform
interstate family support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code.

The juvenile judge shall be the administrator of the juvenile division and its subdivisions and
departments and shall have charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel
of the juvenile division, including any necessary referees, who are engaged in handling, servicing, or
investigating juvenile cases. The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, expense
allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall fix their

d t" ^f the ersonnel in addition to other statutory duties, shall include the handling,

cdesignated as ju ge o e I
powers and jurisdiction of, the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151, and 2152. of the Revised
Code. Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the
judge of the juvenile division shall not have jurisdiction or the power to hear, and shall not be

rtainin to paternity custody visitation, child support, or the allocation of

gcompensa ion a J
ourt of common pleas juvenile division, and shall be, and have thed ith

yes ofthe court of common pleas o ummi ,t' s other 'ud

f ) eJU g
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same

shall be elected andf 5 't count

2 Tk d e of the court of common pieas whose term begins on January 1, 1955, and successors,

some other judge of the court of common pleas.

(K) In Butler county:

e(1) The Ju ges o
1993, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,

s..,,..,...,c.a-ho r.,i d-rnf rnmmnn nlaasOf Butler countv

courtof common pleas whose terms begin on January 1, 1957, and January 4,d i th

i ncode, or an ac o __ _._..IL,,...F:..:. 3-h^fi•hohilri ican ahlfSPd:

ethat is within the exclusive original Junsdiction o e Juvt

oaction for divorce, isso u ion g, I
involving an allegation of domestic violence, an action for support under Chapter 3115. of the Revised

nile division of the courtf th

to obtain an order requiring support of any child when the request or a
f marria e annulment or legal separation, a criminal or civil actiond' I t'

ndetermine the custody, support, or cus o y pp
and who is not the ward of another court of this state, cases commenced by a party of the marriage

f th t order is not ancillary to an

nThe Jutlges o e iv i s i ot
juvenile division of the court of common pleas of Butler county with respect to and may hear cases to

d su ort of a child who is born of issue of a marriaget d a

scases that or some p
of domestic relations also have concurrent jurisdiction with judges of theh df

ecial reason are assrgned to some other Judge o t e cour of
dissoIution o marnage, g P 1 f h t f common pleas

relations. The judges of the division of domestic relations ehall have assigne
f le al se aration andannulment cases coming before the court, except in.,

rtand shall be elected and designated as Judges of the cou o co p, ,
d tothem all divorce

ana reGefvC ultl Janic I.VIUNc wt^^^v^^ .+ ... I-.-'_- _ .. . . . . .. .
f mmon leas division of domestic

neglected, or dependent child, and post-decree proceedings and matters arising rom y
. . . . 11 ^h -^n`i riivtcinn nf tha :

Or OOIIRHUII i.IlcaD 11 vuioi . ..v^..^^i, ...^.....--...._ -.. ,,. .

f tho'se f pes of
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work of the division and with the employment and supervision of all other personnel of the domestic

relations division.

absent, or unable to perform that Judge s Judicial duties or the vo ume o p
division necessitates it, the duties of that judge shall be performed by the other judges of the

Juvenile division; who issen or p ,
and its subdivisions and departments. The judge, senior in point of service, shall have charge of the
employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the juvenile division who are engaged
in handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including any referees whom the judge
considers necessary for the discharge of the judge's various duties.

The judge, senior in point of service, also shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances,
hours, leaves.of absence and vacationof the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and
investigation of juvenile cases and providing any counseling and conciliation services that the division
makes available to persons, whether or not thepersons are parties to an action pending in the
division, who request the services.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations or juvenile division, is sick,
I I f cases ending in the judge's

cahours, leaves of absence, an v
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing, and
investigation of divorce, dissolutionof marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and providing
any counseling and conciliation services that the division makes available to persons, whether or not
the persons are parties to an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(2) The judges of the courtof common pleas whose terms begin on January 3, 1987, and January 2,
2003, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,
and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Butler county,
shall be elected and designated as judges of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and shall
be the juvenile judges as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code;with the powers
and jurisdictions conferred by those chapters: Except in cases that are subject to the exclusive
original jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judges of the juvenile division shall not have jurisdiction
or the power to hear and shall not be assigned, but shallhave the limitedability and authority to
certify, any case commenced by a party of a marriage to determine the custody, support, or custody
and support ofa child who is born of issue of the marriage and who is not the ward of another court
of this state when the request for the order in the case is not ancillary to an action for divorce,
dissolution of marriage, annulment, or legal separation. The judge of the court of common pleas,

i in oint of service shall be the administrator of the juvenile division

The judge senior in point of serviceafso shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances,
tions of the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. Thed a

domestic relations and juvenile divisions,

rthe same compensation as other judges of t e coû
- r' .,icacrlivicinn nf dnmestlc relatlonfl.^

8, 1961, January , , y 1 1
successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive

t of common pleas of Cuyahoga county and shallh

un(L)(1)In Cuya oga co y, J
9 1961 Januar 18' 1975 7anuary 19, 1975,,and January 13, 1987, and

t the udges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on Januaryh

for some special reason.
annulment cases, except in cases that are assign

aThey shall have all the powers re g I
ed to some other judge of the court of common pleas

De elecCBU dllU UCJIa_{I laLOU an JUUy....^ ' .^. ^^•- - _.: __. . , . . . . . . - .
tin to all divorce dissolution of marriage, legal separation, andl

e nnel•ersod
2 Th administrative judge is administrator of the domestic relations division and its subdivisions

ivision pand departments and has the following powers concerning

(a) Full charge of the employment,.assignment, and supervision;

(b) Sole determination of compensation, duties, expenses, allowances, hours, leaves, and vacations.

iinvestigating,counseling,orconciliating ivorce, s I
(3) "Division personnel° include persons employed or referees engaged in hearing, servicing,

solution of marriage legal separation andd' d
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(M) In Lake county:

'ud e of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 2, 1961, and successors,1 The

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn=_top&n..:

J( ) 9
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurlsdiction, and receive the same
compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Lake county and shall be elected
and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations; The judge shall
be assigned allthe divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases coming
before the court, except in cases that for some special reason are assigned to some other judge of
the court of common pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment and division of the work
of the division and with the employment and supervision of all other personnel of the domestic

relations division:

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,
and vacations of the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in
addition to other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and providing any counseling and
conciliation services that the division makes available to persons, whether or not the persons are
parties toan action pending in the division, who request the services.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 4, 1979, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same
compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Lake county, shall be elected and
designated as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and shall be the juvenile judge
as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, with the powers and jurisdictions
conferred by those chapters. The judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, shall be the
administrator of the juvenile division and its subdivisions and departments. The judge shall have
charge of the employment, assignment, and supervision of the personnel of the juvenile division who
are engaged in handling, servicing, or investigating juvenile cases, including any referees whom the
judge considers necessary for the discharge of the judge's various duties.

division necessitates it, the duties of that Iudge shall be performe y e o d 9

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,
and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in'
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases
and providing any counseling and conciliation services that the division makes available to persons,
whether or not the persons are-parties to an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(3) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division,of domestic relations or juvenile division, is sick,
absent, or unable to perform that judge's judicial duties or the volume of cases pending in the judge's

d b th ther 'ud es of the

domestic relations and juvenile divisions.

shall be designated as judge of the court of common pieas, Juveni e ivr ,
othe successor 7 g 'I d 'sion and shall be the juvenile

aOn or a er y,
the ud e of the domestic relations division whose term expires on January 1, 2007,t

nuar 2 2007 the judge of the court of common pleas who is elected in 2006 shall beft J

reason are assigned to some other judge:
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, excep cases
Revised Code, parentage proceedings over which the Juveni e cour ] , I

t that for some special

urea mg oJ
I t has urisdiction and divorce

C tvenile courts and shall. be assigned all cases under hap ersI t' t

of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations. e ju g
2151 and 2152 of the

,qualifica ons, exit
other judge of the court of common pleas of Erie county and shall be elected and designated as judge

Th ' d e shall have all the nowers

esuccessors to a ju g
and receive the same compensation as theercise thesame powers and jurisdiction

( J
whose terms begin before January 2, 2007, shallhave the sameth t d

'udge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 2, 1971, and the1) The

(N) In;Erie county:
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judge as provided in Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code with the powers and jurisdictions

conferred by those chapters:

and successors; the judge of the court of common p eas, g
:a..>.. c+4. ..^ .+nfnmmnn nlPr'3s. deneral dIVlSlon,

(2) The judge o t e cou i eneral divislon whose term begins on
f h rt of common pfeas general division; whose term begins on January 1, 2005,

i omatters that are withln the Juris Ic
divorce; dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases coming before the court, and
all matters that are within the jurisdiction of the probate court under Chapter 2101., and other

provisions, of the Revised Code.

JanuaryL, LUU7, dliuJut.l,c^aVi.^, mtu ^ .- i..-y-

whose term begins February 9, 2009, and successors, shall have assigned to them, in add[tiohto all
n of"the general division of the court of commompleas, alld' t

personnel of the Juvenile division w. 9 4 f-
cases, including any referees whom the judge considers necessary for thedischarge of the judge's

,eddepartments. The Ju ge s a av g
ho are en a ed in handling servicing, or mvestigating juvenile

ohthe powers and jurisdiction conferred by those chapters. T e Ju ge
juvenile division, shall be the administrator of the juvenile division and its subdivisions and

assignment, and supervision of thechar e of the employmenth II h

tinclude the handling, servicing, and,investiga ion o ,
and annulment cases and the provision of counseling and conciliation services that the division
considers necessary and makes available to persons who request the services, whether or not the
persons are parties in an action pending in the division. The compensation for the personnel shall be
paid from the overall court budget and shall be included in the appropriations for the existing judges
of the general division of the court of common pleas.

(2) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 1, 1995, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive the same
compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Greene county, shall be elected
and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division, and, on or after January 1,
1905, shall be the juvenile judge as provided in Chapters 2151, and 2152: of the Revised Code with

f the court of common pleas,d

(0) Sn Greene county:

(1) The judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 1, 1961, and successors,
shall have the same qualifications, exercise the samepowers and jurisdiction, and receive the same
compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Greene county and shall be elected
and designated as the judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations. The judge
shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, annulment, uniform reciprocal
support enforcement, and domestic violence cases and all other cases related to domestic relations,
except cases that for some special reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common

pleas.

The judge shall be charged with the assignment and division of the work of the division and with the
employment and supervision of all other personnel of the division. The judge also shall designate the
title, compensation, hours, leaves of absence, and vacations of the personnel of the divisiorrand shall
fix their duties. The duties of the personnel of the division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall

f divorce dissofution of marriage, legal separation,

gnwhether or not the persons are parties to an ac lo p, I

vaand, provlding any counseling and conciliation services that the court ma es a ,
in the court who request the services.endint'

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours,.ieaves of absence,
and vacation of the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in
addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and investigation of juvenile cases

ilable to personsk

vartous auues.

division of domestic relations and the Judge o e Ju

(3) if one of the judges of the court of common pleas, general division, is sick, absent, or unable to
perform that judge's judicial duties or the volume of cases pending in the general division
necessitates it, the duties of that judge of the general division shall be performed by the judge of the

f th venile division

(P) In Portage county, the judge of the court of common pleas, whose term begins January 2, 1987,
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and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of^com Qmon pleas of nfPrtage

domestic
county

fittp://web2:westlaw. com/result/documenttext.aspx?scxt=LVL&currentpark=1 &fn-_top&n..

enThe iiidae also shall designate the title, comp 1 ., ,;:_ Tk fthA nPrsnnnel. in
sation expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,

personnel of the domestic relations division.
and division of the work of the divrsion an wi
to some'other judge of the court of common p eas. J

dth the employment and supervision of all other

addition to other statutory duties, shall include the an mg, ,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and providing any counseling and
conciliation services that the division makes available to persons, whether or not the persons are
parties to an action pending in the division, who request the services.

(R) In Warren county, the judge of the court of common pleas, whose term begins January 1, 1987,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Warren county
and shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas; division of domestic
relations; The judge shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases coming before thecourt, except in cases that for some special reason are assigned

I The 'udge shall be charged with the assignment

eThe judge also shall designate the title, comp ,
and vacations of the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in
addition to other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and providing any counseling and
conciliation services that the division makes available to persons, whether or not the persons are
parties to an action pending in the division, whoTequestthe services.

(Q) In Clermont county, the judge of the court of common pleas, whose term begins January 2, 1987,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Clermont county
and shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations. The judge shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases coming before the court, except in cases that for some special reason are assigned
to some other judge of the court of common pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment
and division of the work of the division and with the employment and supervision of all other

personnel of the domestic relations division.

The judge also shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,
and vacations of the personnel of the division and shall fix their duties. The duties of the personnel, in

h dl' servicing and investigation of divorce,

nsation expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,

personnel of the domestic relations division.

IreVations. The judge shall be assigned al ivorce,
annulment cases corning before the court, except in cases that for some special reason are assigned
to some other judge of the court of common pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment
and division of thework of the division and with the employment and supervision of all other

and shaiibe electea anu ue5iyiiaLqu ao juuy^. ^-^---.- -- - -
d" dissolution ofmarriage, legal separation,and

eparties to an action pending in the division, who reques

econciliation services that the division makes available to persons, w
servicest th

adissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annu men c h ther or not the persons are

eIaddition to other statutory duties, sha inc u Ises and providing any counseling andI

and vacations of the personnel, ot tne aivrsiun anu ^l 1a^I I ^ and investigation of divorce,the handling servicing,' d

the care of children andthe designation or
Code, all proceedings involving chil suppo ,f the children of a place of residence and legal custodian,

marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, alb cases-arismg
d rt the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for

ccommon pleas of Lickrng county and sha e e
comrnonpleas, division of domesticrelations: The judges shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of

under Chapter 3111. of the Revised

cpowers and jurisdiction, and receive the same pted ahd designated as judges of the court ofII b le

1,
(S) In Licking county, the judges of the court of common pleas„whose terms begin on January
1991, and January 1, 2005, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same

om ensation as the other judges of the court of
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and proceedings except in cases that for somespecial reason areassigned to another judge of the

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx2scxt=WL&cuzrentpart=l &fn top&n.:.

court of common oleas. The administrative judge of the division of domestic relations shall be charged

and providing any counseling and conciliation services thatthe division makes available to persons,
whether or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the division, who request the services:

special reason are assigned to another judge of the court of common pleas. The Judge shall e
charged with the assignment and division of the work of the division and with the employment and
supervision of the personnel of the division.

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and
vacations of the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the personnel of the division. The
duties of the personnel of the division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of divorce,,dissolution of marriage, legal sqparation; and annulment
cases, cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the RevisedCode, and proceedings involving child
support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the
designation for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation,

telected and designated as judge of the courtof common pleas, division of domestic re a ions. e
judge shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, all
cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all proceedings involving child support, the
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the designation for the
children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation, and all post-decree
proceedings and matters arising from those cases and proceedings, except in cases that for some

b

expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence,and vacations of the personnel of the divisionand shall
fix the. duties of the personnel of the division. The duties of the personnel of the division, in addition
to other statutory duties, shall include the handling, servicing, and investigation of divorce,
dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, cases arising under Chapter 3111. of
the Revised Code, and proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental rights and
responsibilities for the care of children and the designation for the children of a place of residence and
legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation and providing any counseling and conciliation services
that the division makes available to persons, whether or not the persons are parties to an action
pending in the division, who request the services:

(T) In Allen county, the judge of the court of common pleas, whose term begins January 1, 1993, and
successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and receive
the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Allen county and shall be

" ThI

The administrative judge of the division of domestic relations shall designate the title, compensation,

withtheassignment and division of the work ottne aivision ana witn Lne enlpfuyi i itli il di iu DUilciV iaiUl +

of the personnel of the division.

71I1 Tn Mariina rniintv, theiudae of the courtof common pleas whose term begins January 1, 1995,

rpreive the samecomoensation as other iudges of the court of common pleas of Medina county and
and successors shall have the same qualifications, exercise t e same po J ,h wersand unsdictfon ano

-,f ^h ^_,io,-,AA nrn,-APriinnc anri matrers arisina from those cases and proceedings; except in
designationfior the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation,
support#he allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the
cases; all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all proceedings involving child
The judge shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage,legal separation, and annulment
shall be elected and designated as judge of the court ot cornmonpieas, aivision or uornesuU e auv, ^.

judge shall be charged with the assignment and division of the work of the division and withthe
cases that for some special reason are assigned toanother Judge...ot the court oTcommon pleab. i ne

Th'ud e shall desi nate the title compensation expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, ande 9
--___ __ _c 11 :-------- a ,.a tL.,: ^n.i cR^l1 fiv fho riiitiec nf th2 nersnnnel af the dlVislon: The

ri riac of tha nersonnel: in addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and
investigation of divorce, dissolutionof marriage, legal separation, and annuiment cases, cases arising
underChapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and proceedings involving child support, the allocation of
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parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the designation for the children of a
place of residence and iegal custodian, parenting time, and visitation, and providing counseling and
conciliation services that the division makes available to persons, whether or not the persons are
parties to an action pending in the division, who request the services.

2151:01i of theRevised Code, who is not the ward of another court of this state or a case that is
seryices.When the judge hears a case to determine the custody of a chrld, as defined in sectron
regardless of whether the persons are parties to an action pending in the division, who request the

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and
vacations of the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the personnel of the division. The
duties of the personnel of the division, in addition to other statutory duties, shall include the handling,
servicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment
cases, cases arising under Chaptec3111. of the Revised Code, and proceedings involving child
support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the
designation for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation,
and.providing any counseling and conciliation services that the division makes available to persons,

receive the sarime compensationas the other judges of the courtof common pleas of Fairfield county
and shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations. The judge shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and
annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter. 3111. of the Revised Code, all proceedings involving
child support, the allocation of parental rights and 7esponsibilities for the care of children and the
designation for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation,
and all post-decreeproceedings and matters arising from those cases and proceedings, except in
cases that for some special reason are assigned to another judge of the court of common pleas. The
judge also has concurrent jurisdiction with the probate-juvenile division of the court of common pleas
of Fairfield county with respect to and may hear cases to determine the custody of a child, as defined
in section 2151.011 of the Revised Code, who is not the ward of another court of this state, cases
that are commenced by a parent, guardian, or custodian of a child, as defined in section2151.011 of
the Revised Code, to obtain an order requiring a parent of the child to pay child support for that child
when the request forthat order is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage,
annulment, or legal separation, a criminal or civil action involving an allegation of domestic violence,
an action for support under Chapter 3115, of the Revised Code, or an action that is within the
exclusive original jurisdiction of the probate-juvenile division of the court of common pleas offairfield
county and that involves an allegation that the child is an abused, neglected, or dependent child, and
post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those types of cases.

The judge of the domestic relations division shall be charged with the assignment and division of the
work of the division and with the employment and supervision of the personnel of the division.

and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
(V) In Fairfield county;the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins January 2, 1995,

exclusiveoriqinal jurisdiction of the probate-juvenile division of the court of common pleas of Fairfield
an actionfor support under Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code, or an action that is within the
annulment or lenal separation a criminal or civil action involving an allegation of domestic violence,
when the request for that order is not ancillary to an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage
RevisedCode, to obtain an order requiring a parent of the child to pay child support for that child
commenced by a parent, guardian, or custodian of a child, as defined in section 2151.011 ottne

duties of the personnel of the domestic relationsdivision also include the handling, servicing, and
county and that involves an allegation that the child is an abused, neglected, or dependent child, the

and 2152. of the Revised Code and all parentage proceedings under Chapter 3111. of the Revised
Code over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction shall be assigned to the judge of the division of

shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, domestic relations divisiom
The judge shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151.

and receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Clark county and

(W)(1) In Clark county; the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 2,
1945, and successors; shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers andjurisdiction,

investigation of those types of cases.
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f rria e legal separation, annulment, uniform

reciprocal support enforcement, and other cases re
., 'l. iwinA nF the court of common pleas shall assign the

domestic relations. AII divorce, dlssolution o ma g,lated to domestic relations shall be assigned to the

cases to the judge of the domestic relations dtvision an ] 9
domestic reiations uivisu , a iu li_ ^, d the 'ud es of the general division.

oon the children services board and the county a vis y
a( ) n r boardd '
ddition to the judge's regular duties, the judge of the division of domestic relations shall serve

I

onproceedings involving child support, the a oca i p
of children and the designation for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting

d II ost-decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases anda

aRevised Code, all divorce, dissolution of marriage, lega sep ,
of arental rights and responsibilities for the careA t

under Chapters 2151.and 2152. of the Revise o I ration and annulment cases, all

sand the successors to that judge, shall have all the power,
d C de all casesarlsing uhder Chapter 3111. of the

pleas of Marion county and shall be elected an esig
domestic relations-juvenile-probate division. Except as otherwise specified in thisdivision, that judge,

relating to juvenile courts, and all cases

and jurisdiction, and receive the same cornpe d d nated as judge of the court of commohpleas,

(Z)(1) In Marion county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on February 9,
1999, and the successors to that judge, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers

nsation as the other judges of the court of common

econsidered necessary for the discharge of t e]u g
divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, an I

's various duties.h d

gdivision and shall have charge of the personnel engaged annulment cases including any referees

acoming before the court. The judge sha av p A handlin servicing or investigating

commonpleas also shall be the adminis ra i,] 9
and shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases

ll owers as administrator of the domestic relations
II h e

(Y) In Auglaize county, the judge of the probate and juvenile divisions of the Auglaize county court of
t tve ud e of the domestic relations division of the court

parties to an action pending in the division, who reques

place of residence and Jegal custodian, paren Ing , I
conciliation services that the division makes available to persons, whether or not the persons are

t the services

(3) If the judge of the court of common p ea ud of the court of
absent, or unable to perform that judge's judicial duties or if the presiding j ge
common pleas of Clark county determines that the volume of cases pending in the division of
domestic relations necessitates it, the duties of the judge of the division of domestic relations shall be
performed by the judges ofthe general division or probate division of the court of common pleas of
Clark county, as assigned for that purpose by the presiding judge of that court, and the judges so
assigned shall act in conjunction with the judge of the division of domestic relations of that court.

(X) In Scioto county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins January 2, 1995,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as other judges of the court of common pleas of Scioto county and
shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations.
The judge shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment
cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all proceedings involving child
support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the
designation for the chiidren of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, visitation, and
all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases and proceedings, except in cases
that.for some special reason are assigned to another judge of the court of common pleas. The judge
shall be charged with the assignment and division of the work of the division and with the
employment and supervision of the personnel of the division.

The judge shall designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and
vacations of the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the personnel of the division. The
duties of the personnel, in addition to other statutory duties, include the handling, servicing, and
investigation of divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, cases arising
under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, and proceedings involving child support, the allocation of
parental rights and responsibilities for the care of children and the designation for the children of a

t' time and visitation and providing counseling and

I s of Clark county division of domestic relations, is sick,

ptime, and visitation, an
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th t` d e and the successors to that judge, Except as provided inud
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aterm begins on February 9, 1999, and the successors tothat ju ge; s
.i„f Marinn rni.intv in addition to thepowers

Code, on and after February , I d hJ ll have all the nowers relating

odivision (Z)(2) of this section an n
'udge of the court of common pleas of Marion county whose9 2003 the

gto a,jproceedings shall be assigne
twithstanding any other provision of any section of the Revisedd

division (Z)(1) of this section:

sthat court under Chapter 2101.; and other provision ,
jurisdiction of the domesticrelations-juvenile-probate division of that court otherwise specified in

rprobate division of t a cou of the Revised Code in addition to the

spreviously specified in this division, an
t over all matters that are within the jurisdiction of the probate divjsion ofh t

to tne prODaLe Ulviswi i ui u ic wuL ^]...^ .,..,. r.-.--

d hall exercise concurrentjurisdiction withthe judge of the

vacations'of the personnel of the divrsion and sha ix e ,^„ .^i,o^ ^r.rrir^r ries_ shall include the handling,

The judge shal6 designate the title, compensation, expense allowances, hours, leaves of absence, and
II f' th duties of the nersonnel of the division. The

with the employment and supervisron of the personne
npleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignme

I of the division

eexcept in cases that for some specia r t and dlvision of the work of the division and

sdand the designation for the children of aplace of resldence an ega cu , , I
visitation, and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases and proceedings,

ason are assigned to another judge of the court of common' I

involving child support, the allocation of paren a rig todian parenting time andI I

Marion county or the Judge o e pr
whichever of those judges is senior in total length of service ohthe court of common pleas of Marion
county, regardless of the division or divisions of service, shall serve as the clerk of the probate
division of the court.of common pleas of Marion county.

(3) On and after February 9, 2003, all references in law to "the probate court," °the probate judge,"
"the juvenile court," or "the judge of the juvenile court" shall be construed, with respect to Marion
county, as being references to both "the probate division" and "the domestic relatiohs juvenile-
probate division" and as being references to both 'the judge of the probate division" and "the judge of
the domestic relations- juvenile-probate division." On and after February 9, 2003, all references in
law to "the clerk of the probate court" shall be construed, with respect to Marion county, as being
references to the judge who is serving pursuant to division (Z)(2) of this section as the clerk of the
probate divisioh of the court of common pleas of Marion county.

(AA) In Muskingum county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 2,
2003, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,
and receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Muskingum
county and shall be elected and designated as the judge of the court of common pleas, division of
domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation,
and annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all proceedings

f I ' hts and responsibilities for the care of children

(2) The judge of the domes ic re J
f th obate division of the court of common pleas of Marion county,

t' lations 'uvenile-probate divisionof the court of common pleas of

cases, cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revise o e, 1 -
- ^ .:,. ..r.aWec fnr tho rara nf rhildren and the

tservicing, andinves iga ion , d C d and roceedmgs involving child

ouLles OILiltl IJGiwiuic1 vi u. ^.1 • ..vp

' t'bf d'rvorce dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment

aand providing any counseling an conci
whether or not the persons are parties to an action pending in the division, who request the services.

suppor<,[ne duUcauu ul Na11-
designation for the"children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting time, and visitation

tion services that the division makes available to persons,d li

and shall be elected and designa e J ,n io rt^ anrl aII raaPS under
and receive the same compensation as the pther Judge o e co

t d as the 'udge of the court of commonpleas, division of domestic

(BB) in Henry county, the Ju ge o
2005, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,

f th urt of common nleas of Henry county

d i the court of common pleas whose term begins on January 1,

parental rights and responsibilities for the care o c
legal separation, and annulment cases, all proceedings invo g ,

f hildren and the designation focthe children of a

Chaptgr 2151. or 2152. of tne Revrsed Code, a pa g p
of the Revised Code over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, all divorce, dissolution of marriage,

Ivin child support the allocation of

relations. Thejuoqge snau nave auvi uic}wvvaio ^^J^-^^ ,
II renta e roceedings arising under Chapter 3111.
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Yn time and visitation and all post decree proceedingsIi

that forsomespecial reason are assigne o

g ,place of residence and legal custodian, paren
and matters arising from,those cases and proceedings shall be assigned to that judge, except in cases

d t the other judge of the court of common pleas:

(CC)(1) In Logan county, the Judge o e
2005, and the successors to that judge, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers
and jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common
pleas of Logan county and shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas,
domestic relations-juvenile-probate division. Except as otherwise specified in this division, that judge,
and the successors to that judge, shall have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and all cases
under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the
Revised Code, all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases, all
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care
of children and designation for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, parenting
time, and visitation, and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases and
proceedings shall be assigned to that judge and the successors to that judge. Notwithstanding any
other provision of any section of the Revised Code, on and after January 2, 2005, the judge of the
court of common pleas of Logan county whose term begins on January 2, 2005, and the successors to
that judge, shall have all the powers relating to the probate division of the court of common pleas of
Logan county in addition to the powers previously specified in this division and shall exercise
concurrent jurisdiction with the judge of the probate division of that court over all matters that are
within the jurisdiction of the probate division of that court under Chapter 2101., and other provisions,
of the Revised Code in addition to the jurisdiction of thedomestic relations-juvenile-probate division
of that court otherwise specified in division (CC)(1) of this section.

(2) The judge of the domestic relations-juvenile probate division of the court of common pleas of
d i the court of common pleas of Logan county who is elected as

f th court of common pleas whose term begins January 2,

Logan county or the probate Ju ge o
the administrative judge of the probate division of the court of common pleas of Logan county
pursuant to Rule 4 of the Rules of Superintendence shall be the clerk of the probate division and
juvenile division of the court of common pleas of Logan county. The clerk of the court of common

01 of the Revised Code shall keep all of the journals,tion 2303 .pleas who is elected pursuant to sec
records, books, papers, and files pertaining to the domestic relations cases.

(3) On and after January, 2, 2005, all references in law to "the probate court,"'the probate judge,"
"the juvenile court,"or'thejudge of the juvenile court" shall be construed, with respect to Logan
county, as being references to both "the probate division" and the "domestic relations juvenile
probate division" and as being references to both "the judge of the probate division" and the?`Judge of
the domestic relations-juvenile-probate division." On and after January 2, 2005, all references in law

to "the clerk of the probate court" shall be construed, with respect to this se t on as the clegk of the
t to division (CC)(2)a nreferences to the judge who is serving pursu

leas of Logan county.probate division of the court of common p

judges, and the successors to those Judges, s a 1
all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Codecall=cases ar^si^g nna?ne^taPases, all1

eChampaign county and shall be.elected and deslgna- J
uvenile probate division: Except as otherwise specified in this division, those

domestic relations j h II have all the powers relating to juvenile courts, and

successors to those judges, shall have the same qu ,
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of

d as 'udges of the court of common pleas,t

cot9, 2003, and the Judge of the cour o alifications exercise the same powers and

(DD)(1) In Champaign county, the Judge o
mmon pleas whose term begins February 10, 2009, and the

f

f the court of common pleas whose term begins February

of theRevised Cooe,anaivorce, uiasu+uu^^I I-11 I LIu I-7-, •-_ --
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibHities for the care

lace of residence and legal custodian, parentingf a pchildren and the designation for the children oof d d matters arisingfrom those cases andan

http ://web2. westlaw. com/re sult/documenttext,. aspx? scxt=W L&currentp art=1 &fn=top &n,..

sany other provision of any section of t e evi ,
designated by this division as judges of the court of common pleas of Champaign county; domestic

A th successors to thosejudges, shall have all the powerse

proceedings shall be assigned to those Ju ges
ed Code on and after February9, 2009, the judges

h R'

time, and visitation, and all post-decree procee ingsd and the successors to those judges. Notwithstanding

relations-Juvenile-probatedivision, an
[Appx. 88]'
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't to the owers previously specified in this division and shallion pdd irelating to probate courtsin a
exer.cise jurisdiction over all matters that are within the jurisdiction of probate courts under Chapter
2101., and other provisions, of the Revised Code in addition to the jurisdiction of the domestic

d in division (DD)(1) of this section.ifi erelations-juvenile-probate division otherwise spec

all references in law to "the probate court," °the probate judge,"2009 ,(2) On and after February-9,
"the juvenile court," or ` the judge of the juvenile court", shall be construed with respect to Champaign

stic relations juvenile probate.division" and as beingm"do th eoecuntyas being references t
references to the °judge of the domestic relations-juvenile-probate division." On and after February 9,
2009, all references in law to "the clerk of the probate court" shall be construed with respect to
Champaign county as being references to the judge who is serving pursuant to Rule 4 of the Rules of
Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio as the administrative judge of the court of common pleas,

domestic relations-juvenife-probate division.

(EE) If a judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, or juvenile judge, of any
of the counties mentioned in this section is sick, absent, or unable to perform that judge's judicial
duties or the volume of cases pending in the judge's division necessitates it, the duties of that judge
shall be performedby another judge of the court of common pleas of that county, assigned for that
purpose by the presiding judge of the court of common pleas of that county to act in place of or in
conjunction with that judge, as the case may require.

CREDIT(S)

(2010 H 10 eff, 6-17 10; 2009 H 1 eff. 7-17-09; 2007 S155 , eff: 12-21-07; 2005 S 128, eff. 12-20-

05; 2004 H 38 eff. 6 17-04; 2003 H 86 § 3 eff. 1-1-04; 2003 H 86 eff. 11-13-03; 2003 H 95,
Ei 3 13 eff. 1-1-04; 2003 H 95 § 1 eff. 9-26-01 2003 H 26 eff. 8-8-03t 2002 H 490 eff. 1-1-04;-
2002 H 530 eff. 12-18-02; 2002 H 8 eff. 8-5-02; 2002 H 393 eff 7-5-02; 2001 H 11 § 3, eff. 1-1-
02 2001 H 11 § 1 eff. 10-31-01; 2000 S 179 § 3 eff. 1-1-02; 2000 S 180 eff. 3-22-01, 2000 H
583 eff. 6-14-00; 1998 H 444, eff 1-15-98; 1997 H 408 eff. 10-1-97; 1996 H 377 , eff. 10-17-96;-

1996 S 269 eff. 7-1-96^ 1995 H 151 eff. 12-4-95; 1994 H 21 eff. 2-4-94; 1992 S273 eff. 3-6-92;
1990 H 211, H 514, H 837, H 648, H 390; 1987 5 171; 1986 H 815; 1984 H 113, H 82; 1982 H 245;

H 818; 1973 S 201; 1969 S1974 H 2331 ,;1980 H 961; 1978 H 246; 1976 H 468; 1975 S 145, H 127 v 475; 126 v 778; 125 v128 v 1477 ;;49, H 7; 132 v H 880; 131 vH 165; 130 v H 151, H 46
1532 2) I896; 1953 H 1; Source--GC 1532, 1532-1,

2002 H 530, § 7, eff. 12-18-02, reads:

to theamendment of that wis on ^ ^^ f^} nf nhin in Rnnkfriends. Inc. v. Taft, 232 F.

)The amendment by this act to division O(
d' '' ofthat section by Sub. H.B. 8 of the 124th General Assemtily. The

of section 2301 33 rsic 1 of the Revised Code is identicalB 3

ncSupp.2d 932 (2002), issued a preliminary inJu
Sub. H.B. 8. By thus re enacting the amendment of Sub. H.B. 8 to division (B)(3) of section 2301.33

a „ e rnar rha amendment is

Unlted StateS UISLI"Iet l.0url. ul ll ic ovuu ic^ i i.+ .+ - ..- -•_. .-, .
tion enjoining to an uncertain extent the operation of

('sIC I or tne KeylseQ l.uUee, u ic "ciici a r. ^.. ,.• --

nevertheless effective as part of the law.

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Const Art IV § 5. For the full text, see 37 (
67 OBarkiii (4-18-94).

tEd. Note: Guidelines for Assignmen o u g
Supreme Court on 5-24-88, and revised 2-25-94 and 3-25 94, but not adopted as rules pursuant to 0

OS 3d) xxxix 61 OBarA-2 (6-13-88) and 69 OS(3d) XCIX,

f J d es were announced by the Chief Justice of the Ohio

sentence in division (K)(2).

http://web2.westlaw. com/result/documenttext:aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart-. &fn=_top&n...
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Amendment Note: 2009 H-1 rewrote division (C), which prior to amendment read:

`°(C)(1) In Lorain county:
leas whose terms begin on January 3, 1959, January 4,mo on pf com°(a) The judges of the court

1989, and January 2, 1999, and February 9^ 2009,Qand su^cc^smercomoelnsation as the otherl judges of
exercise the same powers ditu juii--ull,uu ^
the court of common pleas of Lorain county and shall be elected ard designatedas the judges o the
court ofcommon pleas, division of domestic relations. They sha41have all bfthe powers relating to
juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, all parentage
proceedings over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction; and all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
legal separation, and annulment cases shall be assigned to them, except cases that for some special
reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas.

"(b) On and after January 1, 2006, the judges of the court of common pleas, d I 'this sectiontl shall
relations, in addition to the powersand jurisdiction set forth in division (C)(1)(a) of
have jurisdiction over matters that are within the jurisdiction of the probate court under Chapter
2101. and other provisions of the Revised Code. From January 1, 2006, through February 8, 2009,
the judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations, shall exercise probate

jurisdiction concurrently with the probate judge.

"(c) The judge ofthe court of cdmmon pleas, division of domestic relations, whose term begins on
February 9, 2009, is the successor to the probate judge who was elected in 2002 for a term that

began on February 9, 2003.

"(2)(a) From January 1, 2006, through February 8, 2009, with respect to Lorain county, all references
in law to the probate court shall be construed as references to both the probate court and the court of
common pleas, division of domestic relations, and all references in law to the probate judge shall be
construed as references to both the probate judge and the judges of the court of common pleas,

with respect to Lorain county, all20099b ,ruary ,division of domestic relations. Or and after Fe
references in law to the probate court shall be construed as references to the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations, and all references to the probate judge shall be construed as references
tq the judges of the court of common pleas, division of domestic relations.

of
°(b) On and after February 9, 2009, with respect to Loha^in co^upnt4yhnllsrservinqepul suantt celerk4 of
theprobate court-shall DeCOnSUUeuaS i__ -^•-•--^--_- -^-

he administrative judge of the court ofasof Ohi tothe Rules of Superintendence for the Courts
."relationscommon pleas, division of domestic

ote the first paragraph of division (B)(3); added divisions (DD)w55s rre1Amendment Note: 2007 (DD) as division (EE). Prior to amendment,idivi ons(1) and (DD)(2); and redesignated former
division (B)(3) read:

county whose term begins onJanuary3, 1997,iltof N namof the court of common pleas oThe judge" ins on January 3; 2003, shall each be elected andbegthesuccessor to that judge whose terrnand court judge of the court of common pleas of Hamiltonthe drulo gy asndesignated for one term
county. The-successors to the judge whose term begins on January 3, 2003, shall be elected and

of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county and
l divisiopdesignated as judges of the genera of this section The drug court judge may3B .))(shall not have the authority granted by division (

ug court judge under division (B)(3) of this section. Afterdht ro t eany case referredaccept or reject
the drug court judge accepts a referred case, the drug court judge has full authority over the case,
including the authority to conduct arraignment, accept pleas, enter findings and dispositions, conduct

ot successfully completed pronounce and enter sentence."t i s ntrials, order treatment, and if treatmen

Amendment Note: 2005 S 128 rewrote division (C), which prior thereto read:

"(C) In Lorain county, the judges of the court of common pleas whose terms begin on January 3,
[Appx. 90]
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1959, January 4, 1989, and January 2,,1999, and successors, shall have the same qualifications,
th me owers and jurisdictlon and receive the same compensation as the other judges ofe sa

re+for the care o c ,
custodian, and all post-decree proceedings arising from any case pertaining to any of those matters."

on and the designation for the children o a p acef h 'Id
pertaining to paternity, visitation, chlld support, the a oca ion o p g

f residehce and legalf I

"(AA) In Muskingum county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January
2, 2003, and successors, shallhave the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of
Muskingum county and shall be elected and designated as the judge of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judge shall be assigned and hear all divorce, dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, and annulment cases and all proceedings under the uniform interstate
family support act contained in Chapter 3115, of the Revised Code. Except in cases that are subject to
the exclusive original jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the judge shall beassigned and hear all cases

II t f arental ri hts and resnonsibilities

care , or co ,
interstate family support act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code," in division (G)(1);
deleted the last sentence in division (G)(1), which read"The judge of thedivision of domestic relations
shall have assigned to that judge and hear all proceedings under the uniform interstate family support
act contained in Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code:'; and added the last paragraph in division (G)
(1)r

In division (G)(2), inserted °or parentage, the care" and "or control of children, parenting time or" in
the second to the last sentence; and inserted "In addition to the judge's regular duties, the" in the
second paragraph of division (G)(2).dn division (S), inserted "and January 1, 2005,"; inserted
"administrative" and °of the division of domestic relations";n the last sentence of the first paragraph

ofdivis'ron (S) and the first sentence of the second paragraph of division (S). Division (AA) was
rewritten and prior thereto read:

po e evisef t
matters." and the next sentence immediately following in division (G)(1); inserted "or parentage, the

ntrol of children parenting time or" and ", all proceedings arising under uniform

pexercise
the court of common pleas of Lorain county and shall be elected and designated as the judges of the
court of common pleas, division of domestic relations: They shall have all of the powers relating to
juvenile courts, and all cases under Chapters 2151. and 2152, of the Revised Code, all parentage
proceedings over which the juyenile court has jurlsd(ction, and all divorce, dissolution of marriage,
legal separation, and annulment cases shall be assignedto them, except cases that for some special
reason are assigned to some other judge of the court of common pleas."

Amendment Note: 2004 H 38 deleted "to that judge" and °that come before the court" in the
second sentence of division (G)(1); added "all domestic violence cases arising under section 3113.31

ost-decree proceedings arising from any case pertalning to any of thoseh R' d Code and all

< , .,A riivioinn (Nlf 1) and inserted "to that judge ^^ .

whose terms begin before January 2, 2007" therein; added the second paragraph in division (N)(1)
and added division (N)(2);redesignated former division (CC) as division (DD) and added new division

(CC);and made otner nonsuosLanuv.e uiaiiljcs.

Amendment Note: 2003 H 95, § 1 and 3.13; rewrote Division (G), which prior thereto reads

,,c..,......;,...Jonci.,hncatarm hpnlFlS on ]anuarv 1;

]uventec } , ,..ou
annulment cases shall be assigned to that judge, except in cases that for some special reason are

f art has 'urisdiction and alJ divorce dissolutlon o marrl g, g p ,I

runder Chapters 2151. and 2152. of the Revised Code, all paren age p g
e 1e al se aration and'-

atdomes ic re t oceedm s over which the
tions That judge shalG have alt of the powers relating ojuveni ,` l

scounty an t' le courts and all cases
cohall be elected and deslgnated as }udge of the cour o p ,d

mrtand receive the same compensation as the other }udges of the cou o co p
mmon leas division oft f

'.((^) in Klcnlan0 COUIILy, uiC Juuyc ur uic wu I U ...,,.. r.___.. __ __.. „ . .

1957, and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction,
on leas of Richlandf m

assigned to some other judge of the court of common pieas.

Amendment Note: 2003 H 26 added new division (BB); and redesignated former division (BB) as

newdivision (CC).

I http://web2.westlaw.com/result/docu enttext.aspx?scxt=W L&currentpart=l &fn=top&n::.
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Amendment Note: 2002 H 490 substituted°'condition of a-cornmunity control sanction" for"term of
d' B (5) and rewroten

p
division (B)(3)(b)(i), which prior thereto read: '=(i) the case involves a probationa6leoffense or a case11

,robation" in the second paragraph of divtsion (B)(3); rnserted new ivisio

Amendment Note: 2002 H 530rewrote the first sentence of division (B)(3), which prior thereto

in which a mandatory prison term is not required to be lmposed. ,

read:

that for some special reason are assigned to some other Ju ge o e c

eand all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases and procee ings, ex p
d i th ourt of common pleas "

o c ,i r t casesd' c

g1997, s a e e e
common pleas of Hamilton county, and the successors to that judge shall be elected and designated
as judges of the general division of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county and shall not have
the authority granted by division (B)(3) of this section."

Amendment Note: 2002 H 8 rewrote the first sentence of division (B)(3) which prior thereto read:

"(3) The judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county whose term begins on January 3,
1997, shall be elected and designated for one term only as the drug court judge of the court of
common pleas of Hamilton county, and the successors to that judge shall be elected and designated
as judges of the general division of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county and shall not have
the authority granted by division (B)(3) of this section."

Amendment Note: 2002 H 393 rewrote division (AA) which prior thereto read:

"(AA) In Muskingum county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins on January
2, 2003, and successors, shall have the same qualifications,exercise the same powers and
jurisdiction, and receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of
Muskingum county and shall-be elected and designated as the judge of the court of common pleas,
division of domestic relations. The judge shall have all of the powers relating to juvenile courts and
shall be assigned all cases under Chapter 2151. or 2152, of the Revised Code, all parentage
proceedings over which the juvenile court has jurisdiction, all divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases, all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all ,
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care

en the designation for the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, and visitation,f h Id

"(3) The judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county whose term begins on January 3,
nated for one term only as the drug court judge of the court ofh 11 b I cted and desi

http://web2.westlaw.co>.n/result/documenttext:aspx?scxt=WL&currentpart=l &fn top&n...



d t N te 2001 H 11 § 1 and 3 substituted "`county" for ""County" in division ( B)(3);
o

except in cases that fqr some special reason are assigne to.ano e^ g
pleas. The judge shall be charged with the assignment and division of the work of the division and
with the employment and supervision of the personnel of the division.

A
(Z) e redesignated former division (Z) as new division (AA); and made othernonsubstantive changes.

Amendment Note: 1997 H 408 deleted "as administrator of the bureau of aid to dependentchildren
and shall serve" before "in every other position" in the third paragraph in division (H); and made
other nonsubstantive changes:

Amendment Note: 1996 H 377 rewrote division (V); made changes to7eflect gender neutral
language; and made other nonsubstantive changes. Prior thereto division (V) read:

°(V) In Fairfield county, the judge of the court of common pleas whose term begins January 2, 1995,
and successors, shall have the same qualifications, exercise the same powers and jurisdiction, and
receive the same compensation as the other judges of the court of common pleas of Fairfield county
and shall be elected and designated as judge of the court of common pleas, division of domestic
relations. The judge shall have assigned to him all the divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal
separation, and annulment cases,,all cases arising under Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code, all
proceedings involving child support, the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities for the care
of children and the designatiohfor the children of a place of residence and legal custodian, and
visitation, and all post-decree proceedings and matters arising from those cases and proceedings,

d th r'ud e of the court of common

. ,Amen men
substituted °judges" for °judge" three times and "termsbegin" for''term begins" once and inserted
"and January 2, 2003", "who is senior in point of service° and ", senior in point of service," twice in
division (K)(2); added new division (AA); andredesignated former division (AA) as new division (BB).

Amendment Note: 2000 S 179, § 3, eff. 1-1-02, added references to Chapter 2152Yhroughout the
section; substituted °2152.71" for "2151.18° in the third paragraph in division (H); and made other

nonsubstantive changes.

Amendment Note: 2000 S 180 added "parenting time," throughout the section.

Amendment Note: 2000 H 583 added the third and fourth sentences in the firstparagraphs in
divisions (I)(1) and (I)(2);and made other nonsubstantive changes.

dment Note: 1998 H 444 in division (C), inserted "and January 2,:1999,"; added new division

e ctdesigna ion- or o^ ^loez nf
suppo, e a Pr

hildren of a place of residence and legal custodian, and visitation, and providingf th

cases, cases ansng un er ap t
t th Ilocation of arental rights and responsibilities for the care ofchildren and the

i ndCh ter 3111 'of the Revised Code and proceedings invo v g
aservicing, and investigation of divorce, dissolution of marriage, ega sep ,

childl

duties o p ration and annulmentI I
tf the ersonnel of the divislon in addition to other s a u ory u , f

eThe Ju ge s a g , I
vacations of the personnel of the division and shall fix the duties of the personnel of the division. The

t d ties shall include the handlingt

si nate the title compensation expense allowances, hours, feaves of absence, and° d h 11 d

any counselingdllU 6UHt.111auvn avi vn. ^iu^ ^v • ^•-. • ._ .__. -. :.. . . .. . :

whether the persons are parties to an action pending in the division, who request the services."

Amendment Note: 1996 S 269 inserted "and January 2, 1997" in division (A); made changes to
. .. .. .. . . .... . : ... . . ..:: . ^ ^_ _ a....:^ ^L_......^..... . . . . . .

Utral ianguage; dnUIIItlUCU411C1 IIVIi.St^v ^ ^^^ tlY"•

nAmen me
deleted "chief justice or" before "presiding judge" in division (Z); and made other nonsubstantive

t Note: 1995 H 151 added divisions (B)(3) and (B)(4); designated division (W)(1);d

changes.

meAmen... ^
ol^i-inncrJi^[icinncthrnii6hont:. ^ ^ .

nt Note• 1994 H 21 inserted "ofmarriage" after "dissolution" throughout; changedd
rererences-LU uuI IICJUC ioipyiViia 1v^,: ..............,...---. -. .. .

substituted "referees" for"references" in divisions (D)(2), (E)(1); and (E)(2); deleted ", on and after
January 3, 1987," before "shall be the juvenile judge" in the first paragraph of division (K)(2); deleted

http://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?beginsdu 2&numsdus=2&sv-Split&::.
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11 , on and after January 1, 1985," after "In Greene county" at the beginning of division (0); added
division (O)(2); redesignated former division (O)(2) as division (O)(3); added "and the judge qf the
juvenile division" at the end of division (0)(3); substituted "the allocation of parentalrights and
responsibilities for the care of childrenand the designation for the children of a place of residence and
legal custodian" for °child custody" throughout divisions (5) and (T); added divisions (U) through (Y);
and redesignated former division (U) as d[vision (Z).

[Appx. 94]
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R.C. § 3105.011

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXXI. Domestic Relations -Children

R^ Chapter 3105. Divorce, Legal Separation, Annulment, Dissolution of Marriage (Refs & Annos)

"® Divorce; General Provisions
i3105.011 Equitable powers in domestic relations matters

divisions of courts of domestic relations, has full equitabledinlas guincThe court of common ple
powers and jurisdiction appropriate to the determination of all domestic relations matters. This
section is not a determination by the general assernbly that such equitable powers and jurisdiction do

not exist with respect to any such matter.

CREDIT(S)

(1975 H 370, eff: 8-1-75)

[Appx. 95]
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WILLIAM EDWARD BALDWIN, D.C.L.
. . . " , .. ERITOR-IN-CHIEF

Editor, Throckmorton's Ohio General Code; Baldwin's Kentucky
Revised Statutes; Russell's Kentucky Fractice and Porms;

Baldwin's New York G`onso7ridated Laws; Baldwin's
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'** does xiot apply to the printing or publishing of a notice or.aclvertzse-

No person shall advertise, print, publish; distribute, or circulate a cir--

paper; or zlotice, or cause such to be done,with the intent to procure-or
aid in procuring divorces; either in this state or elsewhere. This section

cular, pamph.let,' card, handbill, advertisement; printed paper; book; news-

ment aiithorized bV law.

Sec. 31:05.02 (8003721).

Sec. 3105.0-3 (8003,-3). Place where action shall be brought.

Exce1Dt in an action for alimony alone, the plaintiff sha11 have been a-

Actions for divorce or for alimony shall:be brought in the countyof which
the plaintiff rs and has been *** a bona fide resident for at least ninety
days i11,1niediately preceding the filing of the petition, or in the county
where the cause of action arose. The court of comznon bZeas shall hear and
cleterinine -tlze case, whether the marriage took place, or the cause af di-
vorce occuxred, within or,withotit the state.

resideiit of the state at. Xeast one year immediately betore iilzng the petition.

5e.e. 3M-.04 .($003-4). lZesiden.ce of wife.'

When a wife files a petition for divorce *** or for alimony, the
residence of her husband *** does not preclude her fronz, the provisions of
sectioris *** 310.5.01 to 310j.21, inclusive, of the *** Revised , Code.

served: on hiin at least six weeks before the hearing of thecause.
resides or is- found, which *** together with a copy 6f the .petition. shall be

Sec. 3145.05 (Soo3-6). Service on.residents,

When the defen.dant in an action for dtivorce or f or al.irvcony is a resi
dent of this state, the clerk of the court of common pleas shall issue a sum-
nions *** directed, to the sheriff of the county in which *** such de f endant

Notice to zaonresidents.

[ApPx:: 97]



OH ST § 3109.05

R.C. §3109.05

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXXI. Domestic Relations--Children

"® ChaQter 3109. Children (Refs & Annos)
M Parental Rights and Responsibilities
*3109:05 Support orders; medical needs

ttio --iF, -"icions of any such order
rantedin anorder issued under this section section3109.051; 3109.11, 3109.12, or any-ot er

this section or section 3109.051 or 3109.12 of the Revised Code or companionship or visitation
h

denial of or interference with a right of parenting time granted to a parent in an or er issue un
support payment ordered under this section or any other section of the Revised Code because of a

d d der

(C) If any person required to pay child support under an order rhade under division (A) of this section
on or after April 15, 1985, or modified on or after December 1, 1986, is found in contempt of court for
failure to make support payments under the order, the court that makes the finding, inadditiorrto
any other penalty or remedy imposed, shall assess all court costs arising out of the contempt
proceeding against the person and require the person to pay any reasonable attorney's fees of any
adverse party, as determined by the court, that arose in relation to the act of contempt and, on or
after July 1, 1992, shall assess interest on any unpaid amount of child support pursuant to section
3123.17 of the Revised Code.

(D) The court shall notauthorize or permit the escrowing, impoundment, or withholding of any child

makes or modifies an order for child support under this section.

(B) The juvenile court has exclusive jurisdiction to enter the orders in any case certified to it from
another court.

careneeds of the child to the satisfaction of the court, and the court s a inc u e in e pp
a requirement that all support payments be made through the office of child support in the
department of job and family services.

(3) The court shall comply with Chapters 3119., 3121., 3123., and 3125. of the Revised Code when it

order made under this section the requirement that one or both of the parentspro'vide for the health
h II ' I d '`th su ort order

(2) The court in accordance with Chapter 3119, of the Revised Code, shall include in each support

medical needs of the child, the court shall comply with Chapter 3119: of the Revised Code.
misconduct. Indetermining the amount reasonable orhecessary for child support, including the

(A)(1) In a divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation, or child support proceeding, thecourt
may order either or both parents to support or help support their children, without regard tomarital

-dealing with parenting time or visitation.

CREDIT(S)

509; 1984 H 614; 1981 H 694, H 71; 1974 H 233; 1971 H 163, H 544; 1953 H 1; GC 8005-5;

,
31-93; 1993 S 115; 1992 S 10; 1990 S 3; H 514, H 591, H 15; 1988 H 708; 1987 H 231; 1986 H
(2000 S 180 eff. 3-22-01; 1999 H 471, eff. 7-1=00; 1997 H 352, eff. 1-1-98; 1993 H 173, eff. 12-

Source: -GC 8034)
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R.C. § 3111.06

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXXI. Domestic Relations Children

"® Chapter 3111. Parentage{Refs & Annos
"® Practice arid Procedure

'rt3111.06 Jurisdiction

(A) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) or (C) of section 3111 381 of the Revised Code, an
3111 18 ofthe Revised Code may be brought in the

'action authorized under sections 3111.01 to der section 210T.022 or 2301.03 of the Revised Code
juvenile court or other court wrth ]urisdicton un' th or the alleged father resides or is found or, if ther,of the county in which the child, the child s mo ehi ch roceedings for the probate of the alleged father's
alleded father is deceased; of the county in w p
estate have beenor can be commenced, or of the county in which the child is being provided support
by the county departmentof job and family services of that county. An action pursuant to sections

C d t ob'ect to an administrative order issued pursuant tod o e o ]3111:OS to 3111.18 of the Revise
3111 22 or sections 3111.38 to 3111.54 of the Revised Code, determining

former section 3111.21 or
I t' hi that has not become final and

the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child re a ions pI urt or other court with jurisdiction of the county ino^̂enforceable, may be brought only in the ]uveni e
Which the child support enforcement agency that issued the order is located. If an action for divorce,
dissolution, or legal separation has been filed in a court of common pleas, that court of common pleas
has original jurisdiction to determine if the parent and child relationship exists between one or both of
the parties and any child alleged or presumedto be the child of one or both of the parties.

(B) A person who has sexual intercourse in this state submits to the jurisdiction of the courts of this
state as to an action brought under sections3111.01 to 3111.18 of the Revised Code with respect to
a child who may have been conceived by that act of intercourse. In addition to any other method
provided by the Rules of Civil Procedure, personal jurisdiction may be acquired by personal service of

rtf' d mail with proof of actual receipt.summons outside this state or by ce i ie

CREDIT(S)

(2006 H 136 eff. 5-17-06 2000 S 180 eff. 3-22-0 451999 H 471 eff. 7-1 00L 1997 H 352, eff. 1-1-
H )98; 1990 H 514, eff. 1-1-91; 1986 H 476, 1982

UNCODIFIED LAW

1992 S 10, § 5: See UncodifiedLaw under 3111.01:

1982 H 245, § 3: See Uncodified Law under 3111.04:

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Ed. Note:
Former 3111.06 repealed by 1982 H 245, eff. 6-29-82; 127 v 1039; 125 v 184; 1953 H 1;

06 tains rovisions analogous to former 3111.08, repealedon p1 . cGC8006-6; Source GC 12113.311
by 1982 H 245, eff. 6-29-82.
Pre-1953 H 1 Amendments; 124 v S 65

Amendment Note:
2006 H 136 substituted °Except as otherwise provided in division (B) or (C) of

'rst sentence of division (A)." ° 11 Ch fisection 3111.381 of the Revised Code, an for An in e

2000 S 180 rewrote division (A) and substituted °3111.18" for "3111.19" in
Amendment Note.,

d .division (B). Prior to amendment division (A) rea

I isdiction of any action authorized under _s 3section111•01 to
ur"(A) The juvenile court has origina ]

fp,ppx. 991
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3111.14 of the Revised Code. An action may be brought under those sections in the juvenile court of
the county in which the child, the child's mother, or the alleged father resides or is found or, if the
alleged father is deceased, of the county in which proceedings for the probate of the alleged father's
estate have been or can be commenced, or of the county in which the child is being provided support
by the county department of job and fami[y services of that county. An action pursuant to sections
3111.01 to 3111.19 of the RevisedCode to object to an administrative order issued pursuant to
formersection 3111.21 or section 3111.22 of the Revised Code determining the existence or
nonexistence of a parent and child relationship that has not become final and enforceable, may be
brought only in the juvenile court of the county in which the child support enforcement agency that
issued the order is Iocated. If an action for divorce, dissolution, or legal separation has been filed in a
court of common pleas, that court of common pleas has original jurisdiction to determine if the parent
and child relationship exists between one or both of the parties and any child alleged or presumed to
be the child of one or both of the parties.°

Amendment Note: 1999 H 471 substituted "county department of job and family services" for
"department of human services" in division (A).

Amendment Note: 1997 H 352 added the third sentence in division (A);and made changes to
reflect gender neutralJanguage.

CROSS REFERENCES

Jurisdiction of juvenile court, 2151..23

Service of process, Civ R 4 to 4_6

[Appx. 1001
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lestt'aw.
R.C.R§ 3111.381

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXXI. Domestic Relations--Children

1^w Chapter 3111. Parentage (Refs & Annos)
^w Administrative Deterinination of Existence or Nonexistence of Parent and Child Relationship

.+ 3111.381 Requirernents to bring action; jurisdiction

(A) Except as provided in divisions (B), (C), (D), and (E) of this section, no person may bring an action under
v, o,:c- ne.AnaA CnAa nntece the nercan has reauested an administrativedetermina-sectionssiri.ai

tion under sectian 3111.38 of the Revised Code of the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relation- ship.

(B) An action to determine the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship may be brought by
riate division of the court of c6mmon pleas in the county in which the childrothh i' pe appners motthe ch ld

resides, without requesting an administrative determination, if the child's mother brings the action in order to re-
quest an order Yo determine the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities, the payment of all or any part of
the reasonable expenses of the mother's pregnancy and confinement, or support of the child. The clerk of the
court shall forward a copy of the complaint to the child support enforcement agency of the county in which the

complaint is filed.

(C) An action to determine the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship may be brought by
the putative father of the child in the appropriate division of the court of common pleas in the county in which
the child resides, without requesting an administrative determination, if the putative father brings the action in
order to request an order to determine the'allocation of parental rights and responsibilities. The clerk of the court

of the county in which the com-enct af ygorcemenshall forward a copy of the complaintto the child support en
plaintisfiled.

(D) If services are requested by the court, under divisions (B) and (C) of this section, of the child support en-
forcement agency to determine the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship, a Title IV-D ap-
plication must be completed and delivered to the child support enforcement agency:

(E) If the alleged father of a child is deceased and proceedings for the probate of the estate of the alleged father
have been or can be commenced, the court with jurisdiction over the probate proceedings shall reYain jurisdiction
to determine the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship between the alleged father and any
child without an administrative determination being requested from a child support enforcement agency.

If an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage, or legal separation, or an action under section 2151.231 or
2151.232 of the Revised Code requesting an order requiring the payment of child support and provision for the

© 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works. .

[Appx. 101]
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R.C.§3111.381

health care of a child, has been filed in a court of common pleasand a question as to the existence or nonexist-r
ence of a parent and child relationship arises, the court in which the original action was filed shall retain juris-
diction to determine the existence or nonexistence of the parent and child relationship without an administrative
determination being requested from a child support enforcement agency.

If a juvenile court or other court with jurisdiction under section 2101.022 or2301.03 of the Revised Code issues
a support order under section 2151.231 or 215 1.232 of the Revised Code relying on a presum

mption under section

3111.03 of the Revised Code, the juvenile court or other court with jurisdiction that issued the support order
shall retain jurisdiction if a question as to the existence of a parent and child relationship arises.

CREDIT(S),

(2006 H 136, eff. 5-17-06; 2000 S 180, eff. 3-22-01)

Current through2010 File 54 of the 128th GA (2009-2010), apv. by 10/27/10 and filed with the Secretary of

State by 10/27/ 10.

© 2010 Thomson Reuters

END OF DOCUMENT

© 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works:
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1Nestlaw
R.C. § 3115.01

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXXI. Domestic Relations -Children

F;;y Chapter 3115. Interstate Family Support (Refs & Annos)
ry17 General Provisions

_^ 3115.01 Definitions

As used in sections 3115.01 to 3115.59 of the Revised Code:

(A) "Child" means an individual under the age of majority, who is or is alleged to be owed a duty of support by
rt order directed to the parent:f a suifi ppoc ary othe individual's parent or who is or is alleged to be the bene

(B) "Child support order" means an order for the support of a child that provides for monetary support, whether
current or in arrears, healthcare, or reimbursements, and may include related costs and fees, interest, income
withholding requirements, attorney fees, and other relief. "Child support order" includes:

(1) An order under which the child has attained the age of majority under the law of the issuing state and
amounts for current support are required to be paid, or arrearages are owed, under the order;

(2) An order dnder which the child has attained the age of majority under the laws of this state but has not at-
tained the age of majority under the laws of the issuing state and amounts for current support are required to be

paid, or arrearages areowed, under the order.

(C) "Duty of support" means an obligation imposed or that may be imposed under law to provide support for a
child, spouse, or former spouse, including an unsatisfied obligation to provide support:

(D) "Home state" means thestate in which a child lived with a parent or a person actw as a parent for at least
six consecutive months irnmediately preceding the time of filing of a compiaint or comparable pleading for sup-
port and, if a child is less than six mouths old, the state in which-the child lived from birth with any ofthem. A
period of temporary absence of any of them is counted as part of the six-month or other period.

(E) "Income" includes earnings or other periodicenritlements to money from any source and any other prope

subject to withholding for support under the law of this state.

(F) "Income wiwolding order" means an order or other legal process directed to an obligor'spayor to-withhold

support from the income of the obligor. _

© 2010Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Ori g. US Gov. Works:

LAppx: 103]
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R.C.^§ 3175.01

(G) "Initiating state" means a state from which a proceeding is forwarded or in which a proceeding is filed for
forwarding to a responding state under sections 3115.01 to 3115.59 of thc Revised Code or a lawor procedure
substantially similar to those sections, the uniform reciprocal enforcement ofsupport act, or the revised uniform

reciprocal enforcement of support act.

(H) "Initiating tribunal" means the authorized tribunal in an initiating state:

(I) "Issuing state" means the state in which a tribunal issues a support order or renders a judgment determining

parentage.

(I) "Issuing tribunal" means the tribunal that issues a support order or renders a judgment determining the exist-
ence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship.

(K)""Law" includes decisional and statutory law and rules andYegulations having the force of law.

(L) "Obligee" means any of the following:

(1) An ndividual to whom a duty of support is or is alleged to be owed or in whose favor a support order has
endered;bh een rasbeen issued or a judgment determining parentage

which the rights under a duty of support or support order have been as-tision o(2) A state or political subdiv ial assistance provided to an individual obligee;signed or which has independent claims based on financ

(3) An individual seeking a judgment determining parentage of the individual's child.

(M) "Obligor" means an individual, or the estate of a decedent to which any of the following applies:

(1) The individualor estate owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support;

(2) The individual is alleged but has not been adjudicated to be a parent of a child;

(3) The individual or estate is liable under a support order:

(N) "Payor" has the same meaning as in section 3121.01 of theRevised£ade.

(0) "Register" means to file
a support order or judgment determining the existence or nonexistence of a parent

and child relationship in a registering tribunal.

C 2010 Thomson Reuters. No CSaim to Orig. US Gov: Works.
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R.C. §3115.01

(p) "Registering tribunal" means a tribunal in which a support order is registered.

"Responding state" means a state in which a proceed ng is filed or to which a proceeding is forwarded for
(Q) d Codefiling from an initiating state under sections 3115.01 to 3115.59 of the Revise or a law or procedure sub-
stantially similar to those sections, the uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act; or the revised uniform re-

ciprocal enforcement of support act.

(R) "Responding tribunal" means the authorized tribunal in a responding state.

(S) "Revised uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act" means the act addressing interstate enforcement of
support orders adopted in 1968 by the national conference of commissioners on uniform state laws or any law

substantially,similarto the act adoptedby another state.

(T) "Spousal support order" means an order for the support of a spouse or former spouse that provides for mon-
or reimbursements, and may include related costs andhealth care ,

etary support, whether current or in arrears,
ements; attorney fees, and other reliefirfees, interest, income withholding requ

(U) "State" has the same meaning as in sectio

following:

(1) An lndian tribe;

1.59 of the Revised Code, except that it also includes both of the

(2) A foreign jurisdiction that has enacted a law or established procedures for issuance and enforcement of sup-
ections 3115.01 to 3115.59 of the Revisednder sport orders that are substantially similar to the procedures u

Code, the uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act, or the revis'ed uniform reciprocal enforcement of sup-

port act.

(V) "Support enforcementagency" means a public official or agency authorized to do any of the folloN

(1) Seek enforcement of support orders or laws relating to theduty of support;

(2) Seek establishment or modification of child suppor

(3) Seek determination of the existence or nonexiste

(4) Locate obligors or their assets.

ce of a parent and child relationship;

(W) "Support order" means a spousal support order or child support order.

© 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig: US Gov. Works.
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R.C.§3115.01

(X) "Tribunal" means any trial court of record of this state and when the context requires, a court, administrative
agency, or quasi-judicial entity of any other state authorized to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or to

determine parentage.

(Y) "Uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act" means the act addressing interstate enforcement of support
orders adopted in 1950 and amended in 1952 and 1958 by the national conference of coinmissioners on uniforni
state laws or any law substantially siinilar to the act adopted by another state.

CREDIT(S)

(2000 S 180, eff. 3-22-01; 1997 H 352, eff. 1-1-98)

Current through 2010 File 54 of the 128th GA (2009-2010), apv: by i0P27/10 and filed with the Sedretary of

State by 10/27/10.

© 2010 Thomson Reuters

END OF DOCUMENT
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31 } 5.08

9 App(3d) 194, 9 OBR305, 459 NE(2d)242 (Summit 1983), defense of laches is not avc,ilable to the executor of decedent's
Iowa ex rel Cantrell v Can[rell.A violation of a custody order is not estate merely onthe grounds that decedent's death and the lapseof
a defense to a state'sactionunder the Umform RecipiocalEnforce- tirne since such do not constitute material prejudme.

ment of Support Act for reimbursement of support provided and .,.

for current support of a minor child.
= 53 App(2d) 331;-374 NE(2d) 164 (1977), McCoy v NlcCoy. 3115

09 Contents of complaint; yenue .:- - .

Under RC 3115.21, a father's duty to reimburse another state for The complaint shall-be verified and shallstate the
child support payments pursuant tothe Uniform Reciprocal (A) ^
Enforcement of Support Act is conditioned on the mother's inabil- name and, so far as known to the obligee, the addiess and

ity to pay, and themother's removal of the child from the jurisdic-
support
circumstances

goIIg Ih and
obligor

sha11 state
and

e aIle other pertinent
f o consequence.oder 7s . n . ^ .. . . ., ^ .: ._ . -. , , , , .tion in contr,aventron of the court s pr

ntf

3115.08 Proceedings for supporti jurisdiction

including the duty to pay11 duties ofsppportA 1 ,.. ( ) s
arrearages, are enforceable by a proceeding under sections
3115.01 to 3115.34, inclusive, of the Revised Code, includ-
ing a proceeding for civil contempt:The defense that the
partiesare immune to suit because of their relationshtip as
husband and wife or parent and child is not available to the

obligor; - , --
(B)Jurisdiction of all proceedings under sections

3115:01 to 3115.22, inclusive, of the Revised Code, is
vested in any trial court of record.t
HISTORY: 1971 H 504, eff. 10 27-71

Note' 3115.08-is former 3115.05 recodified by 1971 H 504,
eff. 10-27-71; 1969 H 361; 126 v 560; 1953H 1; GC 8007-9. -

Note Former 3115 08 recodified as 3115.16 by 1971. H 504,
eff. 10-27-71; 126 v 560, 1953 H 1; GC 8007-12..

PRACTICE AND STUDY,AIDS

Baldwin's Ohio Domestic Relations Law, Text 19.14(C),

23.02(A)(C)
Merrick-Rippner, Ohio Probate Law (4th Ed.); Text 225.04(C)

, . ^ CROSS REFERENCES

Jurisdictionofjuvenilecourt,2151.23
Charges against,-adults;, defendant bound over to grand jury,

2151.43 ,
Contempt action for failuieto pay support, 2705.031, 2705.05

LEGAL ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND ALR

OJur 3di 26,Griminal Law § 600; 45, Ftimily Law §1; 46,
Family Law § 400; 47, Famtly Law § b39, 647

Am Jur 2d: 23, Desertinn and Nonsuppori § 141

NOTES ON DECISIONS AND OPiI•17ONS

Ohio 147 (NovembertDecerirber 1991). Foreign1 J fR

toormaan ,- I t1i com lainte ph t

.e o3 Dom
Support Decrees-Qvercoming ProceduraLBarriers, HonJudith

ANicely`.
:.63 App(3d) 798, 580 NE(2d) 448 (Medina 1989), Nardone v

Nardone. An ex-wife's petition to register a foreign support order in
the common pleas court located in Ihe county where she moves
after the dissolution of her marriage is not improperly,filed on the
grounds that her ex husband resides in the same county since , the

statute providesthat the support order may be filed in the county
where the obligee resrdes andthe court of that county cannot refuse

jurisdiction.
No. 8-87-13 (3d Dist Ct App, Logan, 11-8-88), Cochenour v

Bradley. Under the broad viording of RC 3115.08, a trial court has
jurisdiction to hear child support actions involving parties residing
in different counties within Ohio, as well as parties residing in

different states." - ^ -

No. CA-479. ( 12th Dist Ct App, Clinton, 9-21-83), Heavenridge
v Heavenridge. In a suit for nonpayment of child support brought
subsequent to decedent's death where decedent was ordered to.
inake child support payments through the clerk of courts, the

o•=The obligee may rnclude inor atkac
any information which may help in locating or identifying
the defendant including, b'utwithout liniitation by

enpmeration:- - - : - : --
(1) A photograph of the defendant;
(2) A-deseription .of any di.stinguishmg marks of his

person, c ..r: ` .
(3) Other naes and aliases by which he has been or is

known; ; m :. - . .

: ,(4).The name of his employer;
(5) His f'ingerprints;
(6) His social security number:
(B) The complaint may be filed in the appropriate court

of any state in which the obltgee resides. The court shall not
decline or refuse to accept and forwardthecomplaint on
the ground that kt should be filed with some other court of
fhis or any other state where there is pending another action
for divorce,' 'separation; annulrrient, dissolution, habeas
corpus,adoption, or custody between the same parties or
where another cduht has already issued a support order in
sorne other proceeding and has retained jurisdiction for its
enforcement.'; . ; . . .

fiISTORY: '' 1971 H 504,eff.10-27-71 ' . ^ .

-. Note.. 3115.09 is former 3115.06 recodified by 197 ' 1 H 504,
eff. 10-27-71;: 126 v 560; 1953H 1; GC 8007-10.

Note: Former 3115.09 recodified as 3115.23 by 1971 H 504,
eff. 10 27,,71; 195 H. L; GC 8007 15.:

PRACTICEAND STUDY AIDS

Baldwin's Ohto pomzstic Relations Law,Text 19.14(C),

23.02(A)(.C)

..GRQSS REFERENCES , .

Habeps corpus, Ch 2725
Divorce, alimony, annulment, dissolution of marrlage, Ch 3105

Adoption, Ch 3107 , , . . .
SppliorP.of`childreq, 3109.05 ' - . ..
Visitation rights, 3109.051
Uniform claild custodyjurisdiction law, 3409.21 tp 3109.37
Commencement qf action, venue, Civ R 3

. ' LEGAL ENGYCLOPEDIAS AND ALR

OJur-3d: 26, CriminalLaw §600; 45, Family Law § l; 47,
Family Law § 639, 647 .

Am Jur 2d: 23, Desertion and Nonsupport § 129, 139 to 142
Determination of paternity of child as wRhin scope of proceed-

ing under Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act. 1 81

ALR3d 1175

NOTES ON DECISIONS AND OPINIONS

63 App(3d) 798, 580NE(2d) 448 (Medina 1989), Nardone v
' Nardone. An ex-wife's petition to register a foreign support order in

the common pleas court located in the county wbere she moves
after the dissolution of her marriage.is not improperly filed on the
grounds that her ex-husband resides in the same county sinee the

[Appx. 1071
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R.C. § 3115.16

Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness
Title XXXI. Domestic Relations -Children

q Chagter 3115. Interstate Family Support (Refs & Annos)
"W Civil Provisions of GenerpI Application

*3115.Y6 Duties and powers of responding tribunal

(A) When a responding tribunal of this state receives a complaintor comparable pleading from an
initiating tribunal or directly pursuant to section 3115.12 of the Revised Code, it shall cause the
complaint or pleading to be filed and notify the plaintiff where and when it was filed.

(B) A respondingtribunal of this state, to the extent otherwise authorized by law, may do one or
moreof the following consistent with applicable sections of Chapters 3105., 3109., 3111., 3111;
3119.; 3121., 3123., and 3125. of the Revised Code:

(1) Issue or enforce a support order, modify a child support order, ordetermine the existence or
nonexistence of a parent and child relationship;

(2) Order an obligor to comply with a support order, specifying the amount and the manner of
compliance;

(3) Order income withholding;

(4) Determine the amount of any arrearages, and specify a method of payment;

(5) Enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt, or both;

(6) Set aside property for satisfaction of the support order;

(7) Place liens and order execution on the obligor's property;

(8) Order an obligor to keep the support enforcement agency of this state or the tribunal informed of
andmentlof emsdd ,yporesthe obligor's current residential address, telephone number, employer, a

telephone number at the place of employment;

a bench warrant for an obligor who has failed after proper notice to appear at a hearinge9 i s -() s u tems forter sysordered by the tribunal and enter the bench warrant in any local and state compu
criminal warrants; -

(10) Order the obligor to seek appropriate employment by specified methods;

(11) Award reasonable attorney's fees and other fees and costs;

(12) Grant any other available remedy.

(C) A responding tribunaCor support enforcement agency of this state shall include in a support order
issued under sections 3115.01 to 3115.59 of the Revised Code, or in the documents accompanying
the order, the calculations on which the support orderis based:

(D) A responding tribunal of this state may not condition the payment of a support order issued under
sections 3115.01 to 3115:59 of the Revised Code upon compliance by aparty with provisions for
parenting time or visitation.

(E) If a responding tribunal or support enforcement agency of this state issues an order under
sections-3115.01to 3115,59 of the Revised Code, the tribunal or support enforcement agency shall
send a copy of the order to the plaintiff and the defendant and to the initiating tribunal, if any.

[Appx: 108]
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CREDIT(S)

(2000 S 180 eff. 3 22-01; 1997 H 352 eff. 1-1-98)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Ed. Note: Former 3115.16 repealed by 1997 H 352, eff. 1-1 98;3986 H 428, eff. 12 23 86; 1971 H

, e .

Ed. Note: Former 3115.16 was former 3115.08 recodified by 1971 H 504, eff. 10-27-71; 126 v 560;504 fF 10-27-71

1953 H 1• GC 8007-12:

enforcement agency of this state or the" in division (B)(8); inser4ed orsupport en orceme g y
once in division (C) and twice in division (E); and inserted "parenting time or" in division (D):

. o e. ,r o
Amendment Note: 20005 180 inserted "3119., 3121., and 3125." in division (B);inserted "support

f nta enc "

r 3115 16Yepealed by 1971 H 504 eff, 10-27-71; 126 v560.iEd N t P
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Westtaw.
R.C. § 3115.52

c
Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness

Title XXXI: Domestic Relations--Children "
NW Chapter 3115. Interstate Family Support (Refs & Annos)

KM Determination of Parentage
3115.52 Proceeding to determine parentage

(A) A tribunal or support enforcement agency of this state may serve as an initiating or responding tribunal in a
proceeding brought under sections 3115.01 to 3115.59 of the Revised Code or a law or procedure substantially

similar to those sections, the uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act, or the revised uniforin reciprocal -
enforcement of support act to determine the existence or nonexistence of a parent and child relationship with re-
spect to the parties.

(B) In a proceeding pursuant to divisios(A) of this section, a responding tribunal of this state shall comply with
Chapter 3111. of the Revised Code and the rules of this state on choice of law.

CREDIT(S)

(2000 S 180, eff. 3-22-01; 1997 H 352, eff. 1-1-98)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Amendment Note: 2000 S 180 inserted "or support enforcement agency" in division (A); and substituted
"Chapter 3111: " for "sections 3111.01 to 3111.19" in division (B).

CROSSREFERENCES

Presumptions regarding father-child relationship, 3111.03

OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE REFERENCES

Interstate paternity, OAC 5101:1-30-52

LIBRARY REFERENCES

Cbild Support C= 509(1).
Children Out-of-Wedlock C=- 36.
Westlaw Topic Nos. 76E, 76H.

C 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Otig: US Gov. Works.

[Appx. 110]

http://web2.westlaw.com/prizlt/printstiream.aspx?rs WLQJ10.10&destination atp&prft-H<..



Westtaw
R.C. § 3115:57

c
Baldwin's Ohio Revised Code Annotated Currentness

Title XXXI. Domestic Relations--Children
s® Chapter 3115. Interstate Family Support (Refs & Annos)

K® Miscellaneous Provisions
y 3115,57 Effect of orders issued prior;o effective date of Act

An order issued prior to the effective date of this section pursuant to former Chapter 3115. of the Revised Code
shall remain in full force and effect as issued, but may be modified or terminated pursuant to Chapter 3115. of
the Revised Code as that chapter exists on and after the effective date of this section. The provisions of section
3115.41 of the Revised Code shall not revive any action that could not be filed prior to the effective date of this
section under provisions of former section 3115.06 of the Revised Code.

CREDIT(S)

(1997 H 352, eff. 1-1-98)

OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE REFERENCES

Child support, other procedural matters, OAC 5101:1-30-501

LIBRARY REFERENCES

Child Support C=, 501(4).
Westlaw Topic No. 76E.
Baldwin's Ohio Legislative Service Annotated, 1997 H 352--LSC Analysis, p 9/L-2719

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Treatises and FYactice Aids

Sowald and Morganstern, Baldain's Oliio PractiGe, Domestic Relations Law § 23:42; RURESA--In General.

IZ.C. § 3115.57, OH ST § 3115.57

Current throug1t2010 File 54 of the 128th GA (2009 2010), apv- by 12/8/10 and filed with the Seeretary of State

by 12/8/10.

c0 2010 Thomson Reuters

0 2010 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works,

[Appx. 1111
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