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INTRODUCTION

Now comes the Relator, the Certified Grievance Committee of the Akron Bar

Association, and respectfully moves this Honorable Court to uphold the Findings of Fact,

Conclusions of Law and Recommendations of the Board of Commissioners on Grievance and

Discipliine herein. As set forth more fully in the Brief in Support below, both the Board's

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, as well as recommended sanctions, are reasonable and

should be upheld.

Relator points out that its Brief replies to Respondent Groner's (hereinafter "Groner's")

objections in two (2) parts. Thus, Relator has combined Groner's Objective I, Objection II and

Objection III, into one (1) general discussion of why the Board of Commissioners on Grievance

and Discipline accurately determined, by clear and convincing evidence, that Groner violated

Professional Conduct Rule 4.1, 3.1, 3.3(a)(1) and (3) and 8.4(c), (d) and (h). Relator has

separately in Part B of its Argument, discussed the sanction and why it should be upheld.

1. STATEMENT OF FACTS

Respondent, Betty Groner (hereinafter "Groner"), submitted a pleading and documents to

the Probate Court of Summit County, which alleged felonious conduct and a bankruptcy on the

part of Brenda Fowler. Respondent need not have made any of those allegations. It is clear

under Ohio law that an objection by several beneficiaries of an estate is sufficient for the Probate

Court to consider an independent attorney as executor or executrix of a Probate estate.

Respondent Groner found an Internet website called Intelius. It clearly listed criminal records

and bankruptcies for several different Brenda Fowler. The website, itself, indicates that

information found on it should not be relied upon, and should be vetted for its accuracy. In this
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case, the Brenda Fowler who sought to be the executor, is an African American. The Brenda

Fowler that committed the felonies and bankruptcy is Caucasian. The two (2) Brenda Fowlers

live in different parts of Ohio. Their birthdays are vastly different. Yet Groner failed to note

those differences. In doing so, Groner represented to the Court that the Brenda Fowler in

question was both a felon and a bankrupt. That Brenda Fowler was neither.

When this was brought to Crroner's attention, she failed to adequately correct it. She

could have filed a pleading that indicated that, in no uncertain terms, the Brenda Fowler in

question was not a felon and had never declared bankruptcy. She did not do so. Groner's

attempted correction was to file a Motion for Mediation.

The language of that Motion can easily be interpreted as holding back the pleading in

which she alleged felonious conduct and a bankruptcy for practical reasons. That is, it is not

terribly conducive to settlement at a mediation to accuse the party on the other side of being a

felon and a bankrupt. At no point did Groner specifically say this Brenda Fowler did not commit

any felonies, and this Brenda Fowler was never a bankrupt.

A review of the transcript indicates that Betty Groner does not understand what she did

wrong, and doesn't seem to get it. The filing of these objections further underlines the fact that

Groner just doesn't get it.

At first, the Akron Bar felt that an appropriate sanction to this matter would have been a

public reprimand. But, given Groner's conduct at the hearing before the Board of

Conunissioners on Grievance and Discipline, and given her objections to this matter, the Akron

T
1J
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Further, Relator suspects that, if Groner feels so much stress in the relatively non-stressful legal

area of Probate work, perhaps some rrionitoring of her practice would be advisable.
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II. ARGUMENT

A. The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline accurately
determined by clear and convincing evidence that Groner violated Prof. Cond.
R. 4.1, 3.1, 3.3(a)(1) and (3), and 8.4(c), (d), and (h).

Groner's brief is premised on the argument that there was no clear and convincing

evidence cited by the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline ("Board") in their

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law (FFCL) (Attached hereto as Appendix A) that proved a

violation of the Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct. Groner admits to making a mistake in filing

her objections to Brenda J. Fowler, but Groner argues she did not make these mistakes

knowingly and therefore has not violated the cited sections of the Ohio Rules of Professional

Conduct.

Groner overlooks the true crux of the issue at hand. It is the duty of an attorney to analyze

and carefully review all materials that he or she submits to the court, and the evidence and

exhibits presented before the Board in this case clearly shows Groner failed to do so. Groner

focuses significantly on the requirement of conduct being done "knowingly" in order to violate

the cited Professional Rules of Conduct. This Court has previously held that the "knowing"

requirement is met by the circumstances of the case. An accused will rarely admit they knew the

evidence they submitted to the court was inaccurate. The sources of the information upon which

Groner's objections relied are sources that any attorney (or lay person for that matter) should

know require detailed examination.

The Internet is a wonderful source of information, and it has led to the advancement of

the legal profession. However, sources found and used on the Internet cannot merely be taken at

face value. They, just as with any other source, must be vetted for their validity, and it is the

lawyers duty under Prof. Cond. Rule 3.1, to ensure that all materials presented before the court
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are accurate. And if later found to be inaccurate, the attorney has a duty to correct the record

before the court.

The bulk of the objections to the appointment of Brenda J. Fowler submitted by Groner

were based on a 16 page online report from Intelius (Intelius Report attached in Appendix B).

Groner has readily acknowledged she examined this report in haste in order to meet a "pressing"

court deadline, and claims she did not knowingly submit the false information contained therein.

There was no need for this information to be submitted at all. The Ohio Supreme Court in

In re Estate of Henne, 66 Ohio St.2d 232, 421 N.E.2d 506 (1981) determined that the mere fact

that other beneficiaries of an estate object to the appointment is sufficient for the court to closely

scrutinize the proposed executor. Groner gilded the lily, by embellishing her argument against

Fowler's as an executrix with false accusations.

To forego thoroughly examining the information being submitted to the court is a clear

violation of Prof. Cond. Rule 3.1 and 4.1. The first page of the Intelius report clearly states, "It is

important to understand that public records are only as accurate as the agencies that input them.

Please be sure to closely review the public information listed about the individual that you may

be researching in the report." The first page also states, "Personal public record data can be

inaccurate, so it's important to understand what is in the public records for Brenda J. Fowler."

The report contained 16 pages of both a criminal and civil judgment report for Brenda J.

Fowler. Groner acknowledged she had received minimal identifying information regarding Ms.

Fowler. Even is she had no information at all, the report clearly states information involving

^ r^ticarrvnE B-ienda J. F-owier:-The-i-ndividuais-cortadnedin-the-repmtiravoziifferent

identifying races, physical characteristics, different date of births, and different addresses. Even

examining this report in haste, Groner should have recognized these disparities in the report and
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acted accordingly to ensure they were not submitted to the court. The failure to do so (which

would have likely led to no substantive failure to meet the court's deadline) shows by clear and

convincing evidence that there was indeed a violation of the above cited sections of the

Professional Conduct Rules.

Groner has repeatedly stated that pursuant to Prof. Cond. Rule 3.3, she made attempts to

correct the false statement as soon as possible. Groner's only statement regarding a "correction"

was a desire to remove any allegation of criminal charges and any statements concerning the

bond. This general statement can hardly be deemed a correction of the false statements. In

addition;.there were substantial allegations of civil judgments contained in the Intelius report that

Groner has made no attempt to remove from the record, and the criminal allegations are in fact

still contained in the court record.

The ease at which Groner could have analyzed the information contained in the Intelius

report along with the disclaimers printed on the first page of the report show a clear lack of due

diligence on the part of Groner. The Professional Conduct Rules, specifically 3.1, 3.3(a)(1) and

(3), 4.1, and 8.4(c), (d), and (h), are in place to not only ensure that attomeys do not misrepresent

information to the court but to ensure that attomeys thoroughly analyze any and all

documentation. Groner failed to do so. It is a fundamental principle that an attorney must

thoroughly analyze all materials before presenting them to the court as evidence, and there was a

clear failure to do that in this matter. Accordingly, the findings issued by the Board of

Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline should stand.
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B. The sanction recommended by the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and
Discipline is in accordance with both Ohio Case Law and the ABA Standards on
Imposing Lawyer Sanctions.

Groner has argued that the sanction recommended by the Board of Commissioners on

Grievances and Discipline, and the case law utilized to justify such a sanction is not in accord

with the facts at hand. The Board's reliance on Disciplinary Counsel v. Robinson, 126 Ohio

St.3d 371, 2010-Ohio-3829, is perhaps the most pertinent to the sanction that was recommended.

(FFCL pp. 13-15). Groner wishes to focus on the facts of Robinson in order to show the present

case is not analogous; however, the Board's use of Robinson is based on the similar submission

of false information and the reasons given afterwards. Just as in Robinson, Groner cited the

extreme stress of meeting a deadline imposed by the court as the cause of her actions. (FFCL pp.

13-15).

The Court's suspension of Robinson for a period of 12 months was directly related to his

lack of remorse. (FFCL pp. 14-15). Robinson seemed to only give excuses for his actions rather

than show a true sense of understanding of why his actions were wrong. Groner, while

apologizing before the board, has continually throughout this process listed the stress and

pressure of meeting the court deadline as the reasoning for not thoroughly checking the

objections she submitted. (FFCL pp. 14-15). While this excuse may seem plausible for a newly

practicing attorney, Groner has been practicing for 25 years. (FFCL p. 15). She is well aware of

the requirements of the practice. If in fact Groner felt too overwhelmed to meet the court's

"deadline," she could have requested an extension to submit her objections. And, all she needed

to do to obtain a thorough court review of Brenda Fowler's suitability as an executrix was to

raise an objection by the other heirs. No such request was made. Groner chose not to thoroughly

check that which was being submitted.
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It is this misrepresentation and excuse that could have easily been remedied for which the

Board has based their recommended sanction, not on the specific facts of Robinson. The sanction

is thus directly in line with the Ohio case law submitted by the Board. (FFCL pp. 13-15).

Groner, in arguing that this is a case of first impression and one that is not founded in

analogous case law, has cited the ABA Standards on Imposing Lawyer Sanctions as evidence

that the recommended suspension is not valid. However, section 7.2 of the standards clearing

states, "Suspension is generally appropriate when a lawyer knowingly engages in conduct that is

a violation of a duty as a professional and causes injury or potential injury to a client, the public,

or the legal system."

The conduct Groner has engaged in is conduct that could have easily been remedied by

conducting a thorough analysis of the materials before she presented them to the court. This was

not done, and it a clear violation of both the Ohio Professional Conduct Rules and the ABA

Standards. Such actions do not send a message of confidence in the legal community. We as

attomeys are held to a certain standard to thoroughly examine all that we submit to a tribunal for

consideration, no matter the source. To not do this is conduct that as ABA Standard 7.2 states

causes injury or potential injury to the legal system. And Brenda Fowler's character and

reputation were called into question by the publication of the false materials Groner submitted to

the court on the probate court website.

Thus, whether this Court chooses to look to the body of Ohio case law submitted by the

Board or the ABA Standard on Ifnposing Lawyer Sanctions, a recommendation of suspension is

-iraacnrdancewitiriuitner'wdy 6i aut 11 oriry:
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III. Conclusion

This case can be summed up by the requirement that attorneys have a duty to diligently

represent their clients, and in doing so are required to examine any and all documentation before

its submission to the court. While Groner may have not had actual knowledge of the false nature

of her claims, the ease by which she could have determined their lack of validity shows a

violation of her duty. It is the request of the Relator that the Court impose the recommended one-

year suspension with six months stayed. In doing so, this Court will remind each and every

attorney that the requirement to examine all information rings true no matter the source of the

information. Perhaps attorneys do need to be reminded that information found on the internet

must be vetted and analyzed just as rigorously as more traditional forms of potential evidence

must be evaluated before submission to the courts.

While this may be an isolated incident in the 25 year career of Groner, that above all else

shows that Groner has 25 years experience of understanding the importance of analyzing that

which she submits to the court prior to its submission. Groner's allegation that a sanction such as

this will lead to a lower standard of justice provided to Ohio citizens is misguided. A sanction

will send a message to the legal community that the high standards expected of attorneys must be

followed, and when they are not, action is taken to ensure they will be in the future. The Akron

Bar urges this Court to uphold the findings and recommendations of the Board of Commissioners

in this matter and respectfully asks the court to impose the recommended sanction suggested by

the Board. Groner's continued inability to "get it" as evidenced by her pleading in this case,

suggests-tiratsame=ozritoringafherpractice-nraym-advisaisle.

8



Respectfully submitted,

RADER (0001837)
441 Wolf Ledges Parkway Suite #400
P.O. Box 0079
Akron, Ohio 44309
(330) 762-0765
Fax: (330) 762-2255
alschrader@choiceonemail.com
Relator
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
ON

GRIEVANCES AND DISCIPLINE
OF

THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

In Re:

Complaint against

Betty Groner
Attorney Reg. No. 0030130

Respondent

Akron Bar Association

Relator

Case No. 10-041

Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law and
Recommendation of the
Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline of
the Supreme Court of Ohio

Relator and Respondent filed an agreement for consent to discipline that called for

a public reprimand in this matter on. October 13, 2010. The panel rejected the agreement

on. October 18, 2010 and set a hearing for February 8, 2011, before a panel consisting of

Judge Thomas F. Bryant, Judge John B. Street, and Lynn B. Jacobs, Chair. None of the

panel members is from the appellate district from which the complaint arose or served on

the probable cause panel in this matter. Relator was represented by Alfred E. Schrader

and Donald J. Malarcik, Jr. Respondent was represented by Rasheeda Z. Khan.

OVERVIEW

In July 2009, Zachary Hopson, (hereafter "Hopson") a Texas resident, hired

.--^„`s-poIide-n^t3-^aU'i3te-st-h:ss-S:ste-r=s,^rendr^F^3ihrleT (l:vreaftertbe.__..__.

Probate Court of Summit County, Ohio, to be appointed fiduciary of the estate of their

deceased Mother. Lee-Anner Hopson.



During the course of her representation of Hopson, Respondent received notice of

a September 8, 2009 hearing in probate court. Respondent arrived with her witness on

the morning of September 8 for the oral hearing she anticipated. Respondent was

informed that the hearing would not be oral,.but rather, she was expected to submit

written objections to the appointment of Fowler as Administratrix by September 8, 2009.

This case arises from a grievance filed by Fowler stating that Respondent filed

objections based on untrue and damaging statements about Fowler alleging that she had a

significant criminal record, including convictions of charges involving theft and drug and

alcohol abuse, and that she had filed personal bankruptcy. Respondent obtained this

misinformation from Internet research, which she testified to having read too hastily and

used in the document filed in court on September 8, 2009 on her client's behalf.

Fin-therm.ore, Respondent's Brief in. support of objections referred to a document

that appeared to be a fiduciary's bond application denying Fowler a fiduciary bond based

on her criminal convictions and bankruptcy. Ten days later, Respondent filed a motion

for mediation, which was granted. On November 18, 2009, the dispute over the

appointment of a fiduciary was successfully completed through mediation. The

offending accusations remain in the probate court record.

Relator alleges the following violatioins of the rules:

Prof. Cond. R. 3.1 (a lawyer shall not assert an issue unless there is a basis ... for

doing so that is not frivolous); Frof. Cond. R. 3:3(a)(1) (a lawyer shall not knowingly

r::eke-a-f-alse-st-atemer:+.--3f-favt o, lar^o-a tribunal;^nel^^^^-(a-lawyer-sha-tt not

knowingly offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false); Prof. Cond. R. 4.1(a) (a

lawyer shall not knowingly make a false statement of material fact or law to a third
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person); Prof. Cond.'R. 8.4(c) (conduct that involves dishonesty, fraud, deceit or

misrepresentation); 8.4(d) (conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice); and

8.4(h) (conduct that adversely reflects on the lawyer's fitness to practice law).

The parties submitted written stipulations of fact, factors in mitigation, and agreed

to the authenticity and admissibility of fifteen documents. The parties did not stipulate to

any rule violations, nor did they propose a recommended sanction. The panel has made

additional findings drawn from the testimony of Respondent and the other witnesses who

testified at the hearing.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Respondent, Ohio Registration No. 0030130, was admitted to the practice of law

in Ohio in 1985.

2. Her law practice includes 18 years of representing clients in probate matters.

C_'urrently, most of her practice centers on elder. clients, tax matters, foreclosures (pro

bono), and veterans' work.

3. Lee <Snner Hopson died leaving three daughters, Brenda Fowler, Audrey Hopson-

Lawton, and Linda Hopson, and one son, Zachary Hopson. Her will named Hopson, then

residing in Texas, as her Executor.

4. Fowler filed an Application on her behalf to be appointed administrator of her

mother's estate. The original will had been lost.

5. A hearing on the application for Admission to Probate of a Spoliated or Lost Will

,ausyet fnr T„iyy_3 5r2009-A nntifiryati,n lette.rto-Eovvler's_sihlings-re-qite^te- them to hire

legal counsel if they intended to oppose the appointment of Fowler as Administratrix.
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6. In July 2009, Respondent was hired by Hopson to contest this application.

Respondent knew that the Summit County Probate Court would not permit Hopson to

serve alone as executor since he resided in Texas. She decided to file a Motion to Allow

Executor in which she requested that a close family friend who resided in Summit

County, David Pierce, be appointed as co-fiduciary with Hopson.

7. Hopson's two sisters, Linda Hopson and Audrey Hopson-Lawton, also opposed

Fowler's application and supported Hopson's position, but took no legal action of their

own.

8. On August 17, 2009, the court issued a notice of hearing to take place on

September 8, 2009, at 9:00 am and did not specify what type of hearing. (Joint Ex. 1)

9. At the appointed day and time, Respondent appeared in court for the hearing,

bringing David Pierce as the potential co-applicant to serve as fiduciary with Hopson:

Fowler also appeared in court without her attorney.

10. At the disciplinary hearing, Respondent testified that only upon her appearance at

probate court on September 8, 2009, did she learn from the chief clerk that the magistrate

was not present and that there would be no oral hearing. Instead, it was -a"counter

hearing," meaning that September 8 would serve as a deadline to submit written

objections to the Court. (Tr. 30-31)

11. Respondent testified that she was completely unprepared to submit written

objections and that she had come to court with Pierce to orally advocate for his

appointrr--nt-as:o-fducia.-yoitho: wit.?-Hnpso_n--- or,;f-tk,at-Auas notallowedtbenas

Fowler's co-fiduciary.
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12. Respondent testified she had never heard of a counter hearing. (Tr. 31) When the

clerk informed her that it meant that this date was the deadline for submission of written

objections, she panicked. The clerk told her that another attorney had tried to circumvent

a deadline before this judge and insinuated that it was frowned upon. (Tr. 31) Thus,

Respondent took the deadline "very seriously." She immediately returned to her office,

where she set in motion several actions which gave rise to Fowler's grievance.

Respondent directed her secretary to search the Internet for any criminal background on

Fowler, while Respondent accessed PACER.

13. The background search on Intelius, a fee-based online service providing

background checks, revealed that a Brenda Joyce Fowler, residing in New Philadelphia,

Ohio, had filed for bankruptcy in 2008. (Joint Ex. 9)

14. Respondent also reviewed printouts of an Intelius search that `confirmed" that a

Brenda Fowler in New Philadelphia, Ohio had filed personal bankruptcy.

15. The printout also revealed to Respondent that a Brenda Joyce Fowler had also

been convicted of several misdemeanors, felonies and DUI offenses. (Joint Ex. 8, p. 10-

14)

16. Armed with this information, Respondent telephoned Frank Duffy of CBS

Agency, Inc., a bonding subsidiary of the Columbus Bar Association, with whom she had

had previous contact.

17. She asked him whether a bond could be obtained for a fiduciary who had filed for

... ... . ._.._-b2i3kTiiptGy-a"iti -vli(iiind GoiffiTfi[ted ieivi2"rG-s.-ne-TiiiGiiite iter-tua-SYiCiran_ap° -ii,au"li-..

would be declined a bond.
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18. Duffy testified that it was highly unusual to receive such a request for this

information from an attorney calling on behalf of a non-client. (Tr. 99)

19. When Respondent then asked him to confirm his opinion in writing, Duffy stated

that no such document existed. After she persistently pressed him further, Duffy

completed a form adding in his handwriting the conditions for rejection that he had orally

stated. He testified the form he used was a "pre-application" form approved by the

Franklin County Probate Court to meet its particular requirements and not used by other

courts. Duffy testified further that he had filled out the form and initialed it "FD" to

satisfy Respondent's request.

20. Duffy testified that he would not have filled out the form denying the bond for

Fowler had he known that Respondent did not represent Fowler. (Tr. 102)

21. Respondent filed her written objections attaching this document as "Exhibit A,"

by the deadline. The essence of her written objections was that Fowler should be denied

appointment as the fiduciary of Lee-Anner Hopson's estate because of Fowler's supposed

criminal record and bankruptcy filing.

22. After filing the objections in Probate Court on September 8, 2009, Respondent

called Fowler's attorney to notify him and sent him a copy of the pleading. He

subsequently notified his client and sent her a copy of the document.

23. Fowler was incensed upon reading the document because she had never filed

personal bankruptcy and had no criminal record.

3 he ir^errr ation f c:.^RACRR a.tl I telJas s d^;LR^spondent in ±hP. plead ng --

referred to persons named Brenda Joyce Fowler who were not the Brenda Joyce Fowler,
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Hopson's sister, who had made application to become fiduciary of the estate of Lee-

Anner Hopson.

25. Respondent testified that she was very upset to discover that her hasty research

which was the essence of her pleading filed in the probate court was incorrect.

26. Respondent testified that she could have and should have based her written

objections solely on the fact that her client (as well as his sisters with whom she had also

had email correspondence) opposed the appointment of Fowler as fiduciary on grounds

that they believed she had taken possessions, including jewelry and cash from their

mother's house, after Lee-Anner Hopson's death and prior to the funeral, without

permission of her siblings. (Tr. 125-127)

27. Ten days after filing her written objections, Respondent filed a motion for

mediation of this matter.

28. A mediation hearing was held and the parties successfully resolved their dispute

through mediation in November 2009.

29. On September 25, 2009, Fowler filed a grievance against Respondent with the

Akron Bar Association, on the grounds of the false accusations made against her.

30. Before she found it necessary to file an objection to the appointment of Fowler as

Administratrix of Lee-Anner Hopson's estate, Respondent had learned identifying

information about Fowler from Hopson, her client, from the documents filed by Fowler's

lawyer, and from her own observation of Fowler at probate court the morning before the

dopectioris-were-prepared-a-xd-filed.

31. Respondent, in an attempt to gain information on Fowler for the purpose of

contesting her appointrnent as administratrix, used an online reporting system called
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"Intelius." By entering in what limited information Respondent knew about Fowler into

the Intelius website (her name, Brenda J. Fowler; her date of birth, September 28, 1957;

her age, 51; and her address, 212 Rosemarie Dr., Lebanon, OH 45036), Intelius would

return information about the search subject on a multitude of contents, including: address

history, criminal and civil records, marriage and divorce records, property history

summary, and several others. The report was presented to the panel as Joint Exhibit 8.

32. Respondent, in her haste to file her objections with the probate court, failed to

carefully read the report, which led to her assuming that the entire 16-page document was

about the Brenda Fowler at issue in the case. In fact, the report provides information on

every "Brenda J. Fowler" that Intelius could find in the United States, some 19 separate

individuals in Ohio alone. (See Ex. 8, p. 5-7) It pulled civil records that showed

bankruptcy proceedings, an eviction, and state liens, all in various cities across Ohio.

(See Ex. 8, p. 3-4) The report further pulled criminal records from across the United

States, including felony offenses in Florida, misdemeanors in Texas, the minor offense of

failing to obey a stop sign in Alaska, among others (See Ex. 8, p. 10-14) These "Brenda

J. Fowler" results provided people who ranged in age, physical description, geographic

location, and even sex. 1

33. The Intelius report contained several disclaimers about its accuracy, noting that

positive or false matches in criminal searches may not provide confirmation of an

individual's criminal or civil judgment background. The report also, at times, provided

be .,_esuperr^ur,usir^iorrnacnrrvccausei,m-ie^:ould-f^^..^das.ng-*'.e-sea ohte-rm-s$rten-:_-

Under the "Single State Criminal Check" section, the report states that "We have

' The criminal records results returned entries for a Brendan John Fowler, illustrating the inaccuracy of the
service used by Respondent and Respondent's lack of due diligence in vetting the results before submitting
them to the probate court.
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searched the following for Brenda J. Fowler in OH state matched to the date of birth Sep

28, 1957; [records listed]. No records were found." (See Ex. 8, p. 3)

34. Respondent made no attempt to verify that the New Philadelphia address and the

Social Security information given in the PACER report she found were truly those of her

client's sister. In fact, they were not.

35. Exhibits 8 and 9 clearly and iuunistakably do not pertain to the person named

Brenda Fowler about whom Respondent was seeking discrediting information.

36. When asked at the panel hearing how she determined the information about

Brenda Johnston Fowler, a white female residing in Texas and weighing 2401bs with

green eves who had been convicted of a theft offense in 2006, related to Brenda J.

Fowler, a black 51-year old female who lives in Lebanon, Ohio about whom information

was sought, Respondent acknowledged that this was a"mistake" on her part. (Tr. 156)

37. Specifically, Respondent testified that she was especially poor at predicting

"measurements" and "weights" and that she had not noticed the eye color. (Tr. 41) She

further diminished her credibility by stating that black persons have many different

colored eyes. Asked if she knew whether Fowler lived in New Philadelphia or not, she

answered: "I was fuzzy on geography." (Tr. 166)

38. Respondent admitted that her "analysis" of the Intelius background report

consisted of reading only the "right column" of each page and that she ignored the "left

column" which gave not only the name, but also other verifiable facts about the person

named. In :"es-porisse-te-ane .^,,L-'es+ion-.-a?-the-pan€1 hea-ri*3gre^a-q-rd,ng-the variSnas-renda-

Fowlers, Respondent suggested that she thought they were all the same person and she

moved around a lot. (Tr. 125)



CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

After reviewing the record and hearing testimony in this matter, and upon the

findings of fact set forth above, the panel finds, by clear and convincing evidence that

Respondent violated all of the Rules of Professional Conduct charged, including Prof.

Cond. R. 3.1 forbidding a lawyer from asserting an issue unless there is a basis to do so.

The panel concludes that there was no basis in fact or law for Respondent to

present false assertions of facts and specious and misleading arguments in a pleading in

the probate court regarding the application of Brenda J. Fowler for appointment as

administratrix of her mother's estate, and that by doing so, Respondent violated Prof.

Cond. Rule 3.1,

The panel concludes that Respondent knowingly made false statements of fact in

a pleading based in part upon an attached document knowing that it was not what the

document was represented to be and that the information stated did not support the

inferences the court was urged to draw from it. The false statements and the false

impressions made by Respondent to the court have never been corrected. The panel thus

concludes that Respondent, by these actions and omissions, violated Prof. Cond. R.

3.3(a)(1) and (3) requiring candor toward a tribunal.

By filing a pleading containing false statements of material fact in the probate

court, and thus in the public record for information and use by the magistrate and judge

of the court, and available to any member of the public as well as other parties, counsel,

azrd-rrenibers of the-pur'iyli-c-irterested-irrthe-pYoceedings Respondent-vioiated-r'rei---Cond.

R. 4.1.
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The panel concludes that Respondent, by her knowing misrepresentations of fact,

by her disregard for the truth of matter presented to a court intended to influence the

court's decision on a pending matter, and by her procurement and use of misleading

evidence in a legal proceeding has engaged in fundamental dishonesty and

misrepresentation in violation of Prof. Cond. R. 8.4(c), (d), and (h).

AGGRAVATION AND MITIGATION

The panel considered the aggravating and mitigating factors pursuant to the

requirements of BCGD Proc. Reg. 10(B)(1) and (2) with regard to this case.

The parties have submitted stipulations of mitigation, but not of aggravation, as

follows:

Respondent has no prior disciplinary record; Respondent has made full and free

disclosure to Relator and the Board, and has demonstrated a cooperative attitude toward

these proceeding; and Respondent has good character and reputation.

The panel accepts these three mitigating factors, noting the submission of eleven

character letters from Respondent's colleagues, clients, rabbi, and a fellow congregant

Ph.D. psychologist.

'1'here are, however, several aggravating factors under BCGD Proc. Reg. 10(B)(1)

to be considered, including:

(b) Selfish motive: Respondent seemed more concerned with meeting a court

deadline to preserve her own professional reputation than with making sure that the

-irrcriminating-statemerYCss-againstihe-gri-e-vaniw-ere true

(d) Multiple offenses: Respondent submitted false and damaging information to

the court in her written obj ections. She also filed a paper that was not what it purported

11



or offered to be and it was marked Exhibit A and appended to the objections that created

the false impression to the court that Brenda Fowler could not legally serve as

administratrix of her mother's estate because she had been declined bond. The two

actions constitute multiple offenses.

(h) Resulting harm to the victim: The panel accepted Fowler's testimony that she

was personally humiliated by the false accusations asserted and filed in court by

Respondent. The panel, however, does not credit her testimony that her siblings have

severed their relationship with her solely because of a continuing belief in those

accusations.

The record shows that several emails traveled back and forth between the siblings

and Respondent prior to the September 8, 2009 hearing. The essence of these emails was

distrust of Fowler for altogether different reasons. The siblings believed Fowler and her

husband had removed personal property from their mother's home prior to the memorial

service without their permission. (Joint Ex. 4)

The panel therefore concludes that; although personal harm to the victim did

result, Respondent's false accusations per se were not the cause of an irretrievable break

in family relationships.

(g) Refusal to acknowledge wrongful nature of conduct: Throughout her

testimony, both on direct and cross-examination, Respondent insisted that she was sorry

for her actions. However, the panel has difficulty accepting this as true remorse. The

y^^ei^ndS t'ses^Siat m^nt^ b^ mostiy Sel€ Se:^i g Fowlertestrfied-*.d the record

shows) that Respondent never apologized for her egregious accusations.
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Respondent's repeatedly expressed apologies to the panel and stated wish to now

apologize to the grievant revealed a lawyer who was thoroughly embarrassed by both the

quality of her work and the notoriety of this case.

The panel has trouble accepting Respondent's explanation that she was motivated

only by a desire to do the best job possible for her client. The results speak for

themselves.

RECOMMENDED SANCTION

The parties have not stipulated any recommended sanction. At the hearing,

Respondent asked for dismissal of all charges or, in the alternative, a public reprimand.

Relator recommended a six month suspension, all stayed, based on the belief that despite

violations of all of the rules alleged, they did not rise to the level of two recent

disciplinary cases involving the sanie rule violations.

In Disciplinary Counsel v. Rohrer, 124 Ohio St.3d 65, 2004-Ohio-5930, the

respondent was given a six-month suspension. He had directed a staff member to deliver

a copy of a motion to a local newspaper in violation of the trial court's verbal order

prohibiting counsel from discussing the case with the media. He denied to the court that

he had done so and fired his assistant for allegedly breaching confidentiality. The Court

found violations of Prof. Cond. R. 3.3(a)(1), 3.4(c), 8.4(c), (d), and (h)- close to the

violations in the present case. The same mitigating and aggravating factors accepted by

the Court in Rohrer are also present here.

--3nPi,e'rpli'nary Co-unsei v RaYrsan,126 O ucHS'^^d^?3-^-2OTO--Ohio-38^91-,-the

respondent, a former partner of a Columbus law firm, lied in a deposition about removing

confidential firm documents from the firm, providing them to competitor fir-ns with
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whom he was seeking employment, and then destroying some of them. At the hearing,

Robinson attempted to mitigate his failure to precisely answer questions regarding past

behavior giving rise to the grievance, allegedly due to great personal stress and lack of

litigation experience. Finding violations of Prof. Cond. R. 3.4(a) and 8.4(c), (d), and (h),

the Court suspended him for 12 months.

Similar mitigation testimony to Robinson's has been offered by Respondent in

explanation of her rule violations. She claimed that the extreme stress of meeting a

deadline caused her to panic and submit false documentation. She also claimed that her

inability to correctly recall the sequence of events on September 8, 2009 was also due to

stress, as well as her distaste for litigation, which she repeatedly stated was

counterbalanced by her strength at negotiating and resolving disputes before ever they

ever got that far.

In Robinson, the Court found a lack of remorse in the respondent's testimony,

labeling them more accurately "excuses." Likewise, the panel heard lengthy explanations

for Respondent Groner's errors. Her apologies were also profuse, but centeredmore on

why her mistakes arose from having to meet a deadline she did not know existed, rather

than true remorse for violating the fundamental ethical code for attomeys. The panel is

mystified why Respondent could be acutely aware of her obligations as to "form," yet

totally oblivious to a concern for "substance" in her quest to "get it right."

Her testimony that, "Lord, there would be so many things I would do

d i fferen t l y.-Iwo uldneve^fsic o^in_anv-kind-oflletailfhat_wojjId-everlxurt_anyone, T

did and I'm sorry. I can't tell you how sorry I am," (Tr. 126) may truly be sincere when

made. Unfortunately, it does not erase the harm done to the victim, to the reputation of
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the legal profession and to the integrity of the court proceedings. Just as in Robinson, this

Respondent has not harmed her own clients. Nevertheless, she has impugned the

personal reputation of an innocent person and took no action to correct her errors. Such

behavior is unacceptable for a 25-year lawyer whose personal actions themselves created

the cause for this grievance.

Based on clear and convincing evidence derived from case law, written records,

and testimony at the hearing, the panel recommends that Respondent be suspended from

the practice of law in Ohio for twelve months, with six months stayed on condition that

she commit no further violations of the Rules of Professional Conduct.

BOARD RECOMMENDATION

Pursuant to Gov. Bar Rule V(6)(L), the Board of Commissioners on Grievances

and Discipline of the Supreme Court of Ohio considered this matter on April 8, 2011.

The Board adopted the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Reconvnendation of

the Panel and recommends that Responderit, Betty Groner, be suspended from the

practice of law for a period of twelve months with six months stayed. The Board further

recon7mends that the cost of these proceedings be taxed to Respondent in any disciplinary

order entered, so that execution may issue.

Pursuant to the order of the Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme Court of Ohio,
I hereby.certify the foregoing.Findings of Fact, Conclusions
of Law, and Recommendation as those of the Board.

ATIIAN W" MARSIIALL,"Seciretary
Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline of
the Supreme Court of Ohio
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Current & Historical People Search Report

Name Addrese Hlatory Pravloua Cltlas Av8• Income I Homo
Value

Brenda J Fowler

Address 1:
DOBt Nov 15, 4957 MEAD
1943 CLEVElANO, OH44127

AGE:85 Yaara
(218) 4Z9-1892

Avg. lneoma:Old Addre58 2: $21 688
315888TH Cleveland,OH ,

ronenv1 REtJITIVES: CLEVELAN0,OH44102 Bentcettsvlte,SC
e
^

Lon J Fewier
Jesse Fowlsr

t21 61 4 29-1892 Mc Cotl, SC Avg. Home Value:
Chmrles Jassie Address 3: 318,300

Fawer 3838 48TH ST E
8 CFo+xtar CLEVElANO, OH 44105
Gerald FwAar
Paut A Fowler
8u^d^jfaxter

12161428^1892

Brenda J Fowlor
Address 1:

008: AprZ5, 123 MATHEWS
1952 ASHLAN0.OM44B05

(419) 289-6497 Avg. hrcome:
AGE:37 Ywfs Aahland, OH 137,850

2 Old Address 2: Polk, OH pSypgD7t
PO BOX 2 GralNllla, OH $gg97^

RELATIVES: pOLK OH 44866 Seneca, SC Avg, Home Velue:
Ja es.n. r Sa3.280
Tim dFowler Addrese 3;
Chgyl A Fawlar ORANVILLE, OH 43023
S1aehen ^I
Favler

srende Jo
Fowler Address L

4904 DUBLIN FALLS
006: Jul 17, COLUMBUS, OH 43221
1980 Avg.lnoome:
AGE:asYears

Addreas 2:
PO BOX 14903 Columhue, OH 366.171

3 Oid COLUMBU3,-0H40214
Lanctateq OH
LlgtopotLq,OH

ftyJ^t
ReooR

RELATIVES: Address 3: Huton, OH Avg. Homo Valuec

Ronetd Raa 1644 N PEARDALE RD 9188.200

Fymgt COLUMBUS, OH 43220
Rulh B FaeAor (4747 83a^8585

Tultle Ruth
F wl

BrandaJoyce Addrese1:
Fowler 638610 BOWER

SCIO, OH 43888
006:Jan1B, t740 5-8612

1946 Avg. Incomo:^-^

_AddlWOa:

C

4 AGE:83 Years 1 1 RR I Tusnrawas, OH ^gBatt
Old SC10, OH 43988 NaH Rgp

fL401 045,8512 Phlladslphla, OH Avg. Home Vatue:

RELATIVES: ^^ 3, 563,8gg
Rooen Euaene

p0 BOX 283
Fowler
M Fowler SCIO,OH4388B

Addreas 1:
0687 CHA7FORD 2

Brenda J Fowler COLUMBUS, OH 43232

OOBe Jul 12, Addrees 2; Avg. Income:
1952 5698 GANGES FIVE POINTS r.a....w,,. nu 837,444

yfaiud iu:in iva

WMt IS a Current & Htstodcat
Residents Search?

Thts sectbn Itsts arrent and
niciorioal people search recorae that
ahara the same name end stele as
your searrb subJed. The People
SearcJr Summary can be helpful in
pror4d'ug a oon9olid8ted vla,v 01
matching oment eatd hieydtal
re[Orqe klr your 9ubJ8CS name
auos4 muNpte public eoutces.
InRme & Home VBluo are mnpled
from ploporry. damnyraphic, tensus,
& oCter public RCafd soura:s.
tnwme & Homo Vatue may aoatain
spad8c houseMld and atea
ateus8es assodatad vrith an
indtvtpuat or address.

'ttPs://nww.tntellus.com/search-datail-out.phptDlD=40651276&ReportTyps.B85 Page 5 of 16
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hank You for YourOrder -inteRus.<om 918/09 10:58 AM

6
R0 FIVE Sh11oh,OH EmBpmC

A0E:67Ysam SHILOIi,OH44S70 Craetllne OH Eisma
Old 14191 8 0 0-294 7 , Avg, Home Valuec

$07,500
RELATIVES: Address 3:
Terrv E Fawier 332 N WILEY ST

CRESTLINE,ON44027

Address 1;
80COLLEGE
FREOERICKTOWN, OH

Btanda J Fowler 43010

008: Mer 05,
17401 392-7399

Flededcktorm,
lncomw.

Av519a8 Adoteoe 2:
OH

43,432

e 14700 KCKINSEY MountYamon
ProeeM

AGE:4sVeats MOUNTVERNON,OH49060 OH 6effia
Old fI401 392-7329 Columbus, OH Avg, Homo Valuec

301,600
RELATIYES: Address 3:
RaCen FaMar 4059 ELAINE PARK

COWMBUS, 01443227
(7401 322-73e9

Addresa 1;
4024EASTWAY C

Brenda J Fowler COLUMBUS, OH 43213
{g141 3:9919

DOB: NOV 14.
AddrBBB 2:

Avg. Income:
1887 4032 EASTWAY d!C Columbus, OH W'289 Pronrrrtv
AGE: 41 Yean3 COLUMBUS.OH43213 POtltenalyOH

^Old
(g1416B3-0565 wesurwla, OH Avg. Homs Valus:

Addreas 3: 584,400
RELATNES: 747 PARKLAVJN
Ag`ew P Pnvder H 3 1WH T HALL, O 4I 3E 2

(6141863-0586

Address t

Brenda J Fuwler 310 TTH
LOFAIN, OH 44052

00B: Oct 18 Avg. Incomr.,
1982 ^7d 2

Lonle OH $37322

8
0 ST
2

,

EIyRe'ON
P(ooetlv

AGE: 46 Yeaia LORAIN, OH44052 Bewis MD BS8g1I.

old
, Avg. Home Value:

Address 3: $62,400
1728RANDALL
LORAIN, OH 44052

Bronds J Fowler Acdrnss 1:
PO BOX 37142 Avg. Income:
CINCINNATI,OH45222 $40,141

0 AGE: 66 Years AOdtess 2; ClnNnnaB, OH Re^
Old 37142 PO BOX 37142 Avg. Home Value:

CINCINNATI, OH 46222 571,600

Brenda Jfowler

DOB. NOV 14
Avg. InrAme:

,
1967 Addrevs 1; 636,269

10 032 EASTWAY CT AC CGlumbus, OH
Prwelu

AGE[ 41 Vears COLUMBUS, OH 48213 SCa9li

Old Avg. Home Value:
aae am

Name AtWreas Hlstcry Prevloue Cltlea Avg, Income 1Homs
Value

Brande J Fowler
Avg. Ineame:

Address 1: S47,6e2

11 Columbua, ON ^COWMBUS, OH 43214
Avg. Home Yaluo:

RELATNES:
Rulh Jj Fuwier

S130,900

Brenda J Fowler

«psJlwww.intellus.com(search-dttail-out,php70lOm40651276&ReportType=8k5 Pme 6 ef 1F
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,k Yau for Yauf Ordar - IntallYs.com

6144642634 To:3307622255

OOB: Jul 12
Avg. Incom®:

,
1e52 Address 1: $4d.037

12 347 US HIGHWAY 42 paa, OH
AGEt 57 Yeaia POLK, OH 4486B Bep4rS

Old AVg. Holna Value:
906,700

BrandaJFowler

DOB: Sep 20, AvO, Ine°ma'

1857 Addreas i: $83,D89
13 212 ROSEMARIE DR Lepenon, OH pfooKu

AGE: 51 Years LEBMON, OH EeRaII

Old Avg. Home Value:
$144

Branda J FovQer

DOB: May 28, Avg. Inooma:

1993 Addreea 1: s88,171

1d Cleveland, OH ^
AGE:88 Yeam CLEVELAND, OH
Old Avg. Home Vaiue7

E48,100

Branda J Fowler . . . .

DOB:Sep28, Avg,Inrama

1957 Addrese 1; $53,063
212 ROSEMARIE DR Pronaltv15 Lebanon, OH

AOE761Yeara LESANON,OH45038 $9pFd

Old Arg. MomeYalue:
514a,100

8renda J Fowier

D013cNor14 Avg.lncome:,
1y67 Addfass 1: $53,0e3

t6 4460 81TTERROOT DR Westervlne, OH Pmoony

AGE: 41 Years NIE9TERVILLE, OH RspQtj
Old Avg. Home Value:

$136,300

Brenda J Fowlar

DOB: Jan 16, Avg. Inrame:

1946 Addreas 1: 558,063
17 215 LAWVER DR SE Naw PronaM

AGE:83Years NEWPHItADELPHIA,OH phlledelpMa,OH ReOOn.

Old Avp: Home Velue;
E138

9renda J Fowler

006: Jul 12 Avg. Income:,
1052 Address 1; $33,083

18 5598 C,IWGES-FIVE PTS RO Shiloh, OH Pmooltv

AGE:57 Years SHILOH, OH $Qgqty

Old Avg. Hotna Value:
$136

Bnands J Fowler
..__-Addlese 1: 535,1D4

tg 054 N SANDUSKY ST Mount Vemon, pmggmc
MOUNT VERNON, OH 43060 014 Rgpa

Avg. Homa Value:
673,170

Marriage & Divorce Record Results

Typy Pnrey I Name & Aga Perpr 2 Name & Aga Date 6loearlon

: //www.lnt eltu s.comisearch-detalhut,php7DIDe406 S 12766Reportrype=8M5

a What are Mardage and Divorce
Records?

P.22/32

I

PZee7afi6
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hank You forYour Order - Intellus.com

6144642634
9F810910:58 AM

DATE:-

1 M Frankle BtaNns Brrenna J Fnwler LOCATIOW OH
(Aqe: 16) (Age: 16)

FILE NUMBER: 081355

DATE: -

Z M
Ton^L Brck

(Age:29)
Brenda J Fowler

(Age:28) LOCATION: OH

FILE NUMBER: 068196

DATE: -

3 M Jam>m Brande 1 Fawler LOCATION:OH
(Age:22) (Age:22)

FILE NUMBER:O42870

OATE:-

d M Andrew P Fowlar
(Age:22)

Brenda JVVDod
(Age:21) LOCATION: OH

FILE NUMBERt 080739

OATE: -

6 M
Barrv P Fowler Brenda K Fowler LOCATIDN:OH

(AOe.38) (Aqn:38)

FILENUMBER:003585

DATE:-

6 M
Blllv J Fowler Branda Y Sianezka LOCATIDN:OH

(Aqa:18) (Ag@:15)

FILE NUMBER: 002448

. . . . .DATE: -

7
M Brute Fnwlar 8r@nda Bm/rel LOCATION: OH

(A9e:2a) (Age:24)
FILE NUMBER: 011394

DATE:.

S M
QM A Fawbr

(Ma: ?2)
Branda L Sealas

(A9e: 18)
LOG1l70N: OH

FlLENUMBER:042833

. . . DATEi-

9 M Duane R Fowler
N@: 19)

Brenda A Che@trmod
(AOa: 20)

LOCA710N; OH

.. . FILENUMBER:0e931a

DATE:•

10 M
HamF>Fowler

(Age: 18)
^848.S.JEOk10H

(Aqe: 23)
LOCATION: OH

FILE NUMBER: 020325

Type Party 1 Name & Age Parry 2 Nems & Age Dale & Locatlat

DATL:•

11 M Jnhn F Fowler
(Age:25)

Sanda C Brvant
(Age: 37)

LOCA710N; OH

FlLENUMBER:024031

DATE:-

12 M

__:-

John E Fowler
(Aga:37)

.. __ _. ...

Brenpg L EOV
(Age:21)

. .._._ . _. . ....-

LOCATION: OH

..FILE NUMBER:068992

DATE:-

13 M
I¢ella Fewter

(Age:19)
Brenda L Wllllwn

(Agr.19)
LOCATION: OH

FILE NUMBER: 040692

OATE:-

1o M Len J Fewlar
(Aqe:42)

BrandnJ Huahea
(AOe:36)

LOCATION; OH

FILE NUMBER: 032580

DATE;-
..,^.., „ c.....__ o..._.^_ , .._......

This sac0on esls menlege and
dWorce r@ccrds qial ehere Uf6 eanm@
name and state as your seamh
suhJeri 1M mardage and divoru>:
report csn be helpful In p.toulding
hislorkal Inrortnatbn (or y@ur seemh
suDjatl- Rasults may indude
groom'a name and aqe, Cddeh
name and age, loea9on, dare and
fde number.

rtPs:!lwww.lntelius,com(seareb-detall-oul.php?DID=C0651276&ReportType-9p5 Page 8 o! 15
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rnnnkYOU Vor Ynur Qrf{er - IrtenusSArn

56 ta ,. C3^w....w.

(Age:23) „ LOCATION;'0!i

6144642634

GxCUVe ^ ,•0.mtmn

(Age:23)

To:3307622255

FILE NUMBER; 0882&0

16

17

18

19

20

21

M

M

M

Typo

M

DATE:-

LOCATION:OH

FILE NUMBERr 031070

DATE: -

1^u^Ge) LOCATION: Oli(Ago 30)0)

FILE NUMDER: 010423

DATE;.
Ronaltl^^ grenda J .rn _̂o

(Age; 25) (Age:24) LOcATION:OH

FILE NUMBER: 092084

RU55e11 Fewro. ^ DATE^
a Woalbnr

(Age: 20) LOCAYIONc OH

FILE NUMBER: 077c2<
. -^----^._

DATE:.
Tern

E Fow1e, r tla Sm le
Age: 34) (Ag LOCATION; OH

FILE NUMBER: 016051
Party7Name&ADe Patty2Name&A 9e Date

& Lacatian

DATE,•

LOCATION:OH

22

23

24

25

M

M

M

M

FILE NUMBER: 01525a

(Agef 26) LOCATIONt OH

FF19) DATE: -
n ^ F Mesre

FILE NUMBER: 041950

DATEt-
ntla L Fowlor
(Age: 19) LOCATION:OH

FILE NUMBER: 063289

mQ:: 3o)I.:28)I

Name
Ago Blrth Date I Death Date

l 1Brenda Fowt 17 Nov29, 1g60
Aug 01 t978

Ury,â.de Smilh
(Age:37)

pn)rlde L 6rnnno

DATE:.

LOCATION: OH

FILE NUMBER: 051937

DATE;-

LOCATION: OH

FILE NUMBER: O1o635

LocatiDll Born

OH

LaalResldenCe

ChilliCqtho, OH 45601

P.24/32

B/BJ09 70:'

What are Death Records7

This seG(ion list8 deaih records Ihat
share the same name and slale as
your 5eartlf subject. The doa(h
record8 re0ert can be helprul in
providing historioal inrormalion fnr
your soareh subjecL Re6ulls may
Include 3uqoa'e nenta eno aga,
birth dale,death date,locapon born
and last residence.



DEC'07-2910 16:37 From:KEGLER BROWN 6144642634 To:3307622255 P.25/32

1 fOr YbUr OrdUf - hYIC11u5.<oM . .

^ Many erirnlnal records d0 nor hnvo a dnto of birth, We found 0 records for your searell wilh a data of birth.

\'`9e^yourh*yy, at no chargn lo you, we ran a crimloal scarch tOrBrenda J Powler wttb no da(n of birth.

CRIrr1pJAL CHECk POR ALL BRENDA J FOWIBR IN THE UNITED STATES

Racard 1 of 15

IDENTIFICATION PROFILE INFO
Brenda Johnyton Fowlr:r WEIGHT: 240 LBS
WHITE F,--°----^,^ s( j 1

90U Tema5
HEIGHT: 5 FT 7 IN

EYE C
DO y^SSfi

OLOR: GREEN

HAiR COLOR: BROWN
ALIA l, BRENDA; JOHNSTON. BRENDA

OFPENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER; 6^ t rhr• Co (1 ln ,Q

ARREST AGENCY: FOR NCIC 2000 DATA ARREST DATE: 05J1y/1pOG
CONVERSION PURPOSCS ONLY

DISPOSITiON DATE: OB/10/1086 DISPOSITION: CONVICTED
STATE CODE: TX OFFENSE: DWI

lecortl2 Of 75 . -

OENT)FICATION PROFILE INFO
8rendn Johnston Fowler WEIGHT: 240 LBS
rNHITEF HEIGHT:51"1'7IN
SOU ^ex„gy EYE COLOR: GREEN

00l24/19 HAIR COLOR: BROWN

kq FOWLER,BRENOA,JOHNSTON,BRENDA

)FFENSE DETAILS

=ASE NUMBER: Co firm Ca^n at ttm R 11 rrlr n

cRRESTAGENCY: TAYLOR COUNTY COURT ARREST DATE: 01105/2006
ATIAW1t1

ITATION NUMBER: 39A4(E)(2) DISPOSRION DATE7 0112812006
NSPOSITION: CONVICTED ORIGrNALPLEA: NO CONTEST OR NOLO

CONTENDERE
TATE CODE: TX . pFFENSE ID: TY,_OPS22454802
IFFEN8E DATE: 07/21/2008 OFFENSE CODE: 23900027

iFFENSETYPE: MISOEMEANOR-CLASS B
OFFENSE: THEFT OFSCRVANTa 520

^^ --V

aS600

rcord 3 oF IS

^/--M

~-

-)ENTIFICATION
PROFILE INFO -^^_-

r37""--'ohr^r4rTFawfo7. .. .. ..' . --.__wEIGHT:24a LBS
'fi1TE i'

HEIGHT: 5 FT 7IN
)URCtt.Texas EYE COLOR : GREEN

4/1fl

,

^ HAIR (JOLOR: EROWN
JASES: FOWLE.R, BRENDA; JOYINSTON, BRENDA

^FENSE DETAILS

1SE NUMBER: 2a finn as ihe Courthmlee

REST AGENCY: TAYLOR COUNTY COURT ARREST DATE: 01/08r2006
ATLAWh1

rATION NOMBER; 91.O4(E)(2)
DISPOSITION DATEt 03128/2008

What Is a Nationvi do Crilni,
Check7

This section usts criminal recordi
fmm counfy ooun9. depanlllenll
co(recllons, admin(sUauon ol th[
couds, and olber legal a9encies
The rypes of o(tenses,ooWde
felonlos, mis0omeanors, sexual
oirenaes, and more. ftBse clos

review each record as subjEcts t

a common name may reluriT mu
climinai remrd results

Criminal CMeck DiscWimar

Cuslomers arc chargeE a search
for exe0uling a Criminal C11eck. -
Crlminal Cneck reporl returns re!
lvnich may inClude atl crjntinal
recOrtJs or no re5ulls `Aund an rh
indivioual,

In In2 evenl o( using Ihis senpto
aiminal baCk9roand cheeks, you

snould nolas5ume that Ihis dNla
proNdoa n CpmDle!e or aCC,urate
hisloly of any pereon's enminol
hislory.

You shoutd use extrame cautu0n
when interpretinA tlte rasults Of a
cnminal background searoll for ar
type of personal vurifiwlion

PosiOve or falsa malctles in crtmir
searfJres may not proviae
confirmation of an individual's
crfmrnaibackground.

Please refernnce tne upoaled
Inlelius UserA.Groemenllor
additional re6lriotions rngarding Ih
uaago of rt!is deta.

Inlellus.corn/search-detaq-our.php?DIDan0G51^7r„tu..,.....r.._-_ .....
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DISPOSITION: PROBATIONDISCHARGE ORIG7NALPLEA: NOCONTESTORNOIA
CONTENDERE

STATE COOE: TX OFFENSEID: TX_DPS22484803

OFFENSE DATE: 07l21I2005 OFFENSE CODE: 23990027

OFFENSETYPE: MISDEMEANOR -CtASSB OFFFENSE: THEFTOFSERVANTag20
<5600

Reconl4 of 15

IOENTIFICATION PROFILE INFO

BrondaJohnston Fowlar WEIGHT: 240 LOS
WNITEF HEIG4T:6FT71N

SO CE: e EYE COLOR: GREEN
D :0erz411957 HAIRCOLOR: BROWN

AU ER,BRENDA:JOHNSTON,BRENDA

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER: CenOrm Cese at the Ceurthn uae

ARREST AGENCY: TAYLOR COUNTY COURT ARREST DATE: 011062o06
ATLAWe1

CITATION NUMBER: 81.o8(E)(2)(Atl) DISPOSITION OATE: 01l2B2008

OISPOStTION: CONVICTED ORIGINAL PLEA: NO CONTEST OR NOLO
CONTENDERE

STATECODE: TX OFFENSEtD: Tx_0P822454604

OFFENSE DATE: 072112006 OFFENSE CODE: 23990033

OFFENSE TYPE: MISDEMEANOR-CIASS B OFFENSE: THEFfPROP 520 B900BY
CHECK

Reeord5of16

IDENTIFICATION PROFILE INFO

Bronda Johnaton Fowlor 9yEIGHT:240 L8S

WHITE F HEIGHT: S Fr 7 IN

SOU Texax ZYE COLORc GREEN

DOB ^SY'\ HAIR COLOR: BROWN

ALIASES: FOWLER.BRENDA; JOHNSTON, BRENDA

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER: Conhrm Ceso at the Courthu uee

ARREST AGENCY: TAYLOR COUNTY COURT ARRESTDATE: 05I02f2007
ATUIWM7

CITATION NUMBER: 521.437 DISPOSR(ON DATE: 0910512007

DISPOSITION: CONVICTED • LESSER ORIGINAL PLEA: NO CONTEST OR NOLO
CrIARGE CONTENDERE

STATE CODE: TX OFFENSE DATE: 00/OBI2OOB

OFFENSE: NO DRIVERS uCENSE

Record 6 of 16

IDENTIFICATION

erondo Joyce Fowler

W1iITE F

CQ tPei_'!_navIhwnySlLna..

DO 104611949"

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER: &OnRrm Caso at the Counhouse

COUNTY CONVICTED: SPARTANBURG STATE CODE; SC

OFFENSE lD: SC_DCC000866941 OFfENSE: DISORDERLY CONDUCT

RBoord 7 o(15

IDENTIFICATION
6rGnda Joyce Fowtel

tPS:!lwww.intellua.comtsearch-detall-out.phplDID-40651276&ReportTypee6B5 Page 11 of 16
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VYHITE F

S RCE So rolina

D 8:11y1611952

OFF DETAILS

CASE NUMBER: ConfinnCeaaatrheCo urthouas

COUNTY CONVICTED: SPARTANBURG STATE CODE: SC

OFFENSEID: 8C_DOC0o1123871 OFFENSE: DRUNKENESS-UNKNOWN

Record e of 16

IDENTIFICATION

Brenda Joyca grimes Fowlrrr

WHrtE (INCLUDES MEXICANS) F

SOURCE: Florida

DOB:101Y411947

OFFENSEDETAILS

CASE NUMBER: 961142CFD5T•Conflnn CaseetlheCouAhouse

COUNTY CHARGED: ESCAMBUI ARREST DATE; 03r1711996

ORIGINAL PLEA: NOLO-CONTENDERE VERDICT FINDING : ADJUDICATION WITHHELD

STATE CODE: FL OFFENSEID: FLJ1OC16476341

OFFENSE DATE: O311211998 OFFENSE CODE: 08120142C

OFFENSECLASS: 3RD DEGREE OPFENSETYPE: FELONY

OFFENSECOUNTY: ESCAM8IA OFFENSE: UNSPEGFIEDOFFENSE

Reoord 9 of 16

IDENTIFICATION

Brendan J Fowler

SOURCE: AlasBa

DOS; 000M987

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE 3AN44-29179M0 - Conunn ,gg,Rryt the Counhouae
NUMBER:

COURT NAME: ANCHORAGE COURT CODE: 3AN

CASE TYPE: MINOR OFFENSE DISPOSITION DATE: 02111I2005

DISPOSITION: J STATE CODE: AK

OFFENSE ID: AILAOC4840041 OFFENSE CODE: AMC9.16.050(B)

OFFENSE: FAIL TO OBEY STOP SIGN

Record 10 of 16

IDENTIPICATION

Branden John Fowlar

SOURCE: Mlnnesola

008: 0SA7271978

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER: D2005309 - Cenflnn Case nt tha Courlhouse

U NAMEhDAKOTA DIST COURT• COURT CODE: MN01901aJ
HASTINGS

ARREST AGENCY: EAGAN PO DISPOSITION DATE: 111072002

DISPO8ITION: CONVICTED STATE CODE: MN

OFFENSE 10: MN_DPS6883e1 OFFENSE CODE: 109a20.1.1

OFFENSE TYPE: MISDEMEANOR OFFENSE: oRIVING WHILE IMPAIREO-
ALCOHOL

Raoortl 11 of 15

IDENTIFICATION

BronGao,bhn Fowler

: Ilwww.lntellus,wm/o¢arch-delall-out,php7Dl0e40651276&ReportType.6#5 Page 12 of 16
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ffiOURCO; Mione^ta

DOO: 08102/PJ7B

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER:

COURT NAME;
0400590@ - Conqrm Ca c ^1 t^•^ r_.._^.... .

DAKOTA DIST COURT^HASTINGS COURT CODE: NO1f1015J

ARRESTAGENCY• F'n2eur,n

DISPOSITIONCONVI• CTE
11107/2002

To:3307622255

D STATE CODE: MN
OFFENSE10; MN_OPS80G342

OFFENSETYPE: GROSS NCGLIGENCE OFFENSE CODE: o0950.22
OFFENSE: OBSTRUCT LEGALPROCCSS-

PORCENIOLENCE OR THREAT
OF

P.2S/32

ReOOrd 12 ot 1S
-^-^^
IDENTIFICATION

Erenda Joyce Fowler

CA

SOU Ei CA..:...

DOp7/27l1950

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER :

COU
F91059a15_t • Confirm Cavo al th Co^ ehai sg

NTY CHARGED:

OFFENSEDATE:

OFFENSE DESCRIPTION:

FRESNO

07/0311991

PC496.1 PCd4yIB)

DISTRICT: CENTRAL MUNICIPAL

OFFENSECOUNTY: FRESNO

Reeard 3 of 16

IDENTIFICATION

.BrendaJoycoFOwier

CA

SOURCE: CA

.

^„.,_^`
DO ^07127f1950^ ' , .

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASE NUMBER7 T9500207T.fi - Conf_ i m^_Cas^ oc the CaurfO uae

COUNTY CHARGEO: FRESNO DISTRICT: SELMA MUNICIPAL

OFFENSE OATE: 12/oS/19S5 OFFENSE COUNTY: FRESNO

OFFENSE DESCRIPTION7 VC12500A VC4000A

VC40508A VC4050S5

ROecrd 14 of 15 .
-•--..^^^_
IDENIIFICATION

Bronda Joyce Fpwler

CA

SOURCE:CA

DOB: 07/2711950

OFFENSE DETAILS

CASENUMBER: T06002077.6-CpnFl m-^,ne Cour+hou e

CO-UNT1CHApGE, -FRESNV DISTRICT: SELM4 MUNICIPAL
OFFENSEDATE: 12J0011995

OFFENSE COUNTY: FRESNO
OFFENSE DESCRIPTION; VC4162,5

Reeord 15 of 15

IDENTIFICATION

Brenda Jpyce FoWler

CA

SOURCE:CA

's: //www.vnteIfussOm/searth-detall-ouLDbp?OID=40651z 76$RaporlType=B8$

Page 13 of 16



DEC'-07-2010 16:38 From:KEGLER BROWN
anfaYeuforYourOrdur -,Inteliui.eom

6144642634

OFFENSEDETAILS

CASENUMBPR: F911B097ee-0 -GonRrmCeeegtjheCourthouae

COUNTYCHARGED: FRESNO OlSTRICT: SELMwMUNICIPAL

OFFENSE DATE: 0W2711990 OFFENSE COUNTY: FRESNO

OFFENSEOE$CRIPTION: HS11360(A) HS11378
M811379

_...._,.... _..... _ .....
FEDERAL CRIMINAL CHECK FOR BRENDA J POWLER IN THE 6TATE OF OH

NAMF erenda J Fawler
. _.._..__ .. . ....-._ ....,...
STATE 9EARCHEO: OH
._.___._.._ .....:. . .. . ...... ....._. .
RESULT:

We heve aearehad the followiny for Bn:nda J Fowler lor all available federal cvuris In lhe s1aGa ol OM'

J FaderatAppellatoreoords
--' DIatAet Coun records

To:3307622255 P.29/32
9IS1UY 1V=$a Ani

No records were found. PoslOva or false matchee wlthiri e aiminel aearch may not provlde mnfirmaGon ofa aiminal backpround.

Faderal Criminal Check Dl9claimar

Customers are chergeda aoarclt faa for exaaUng a Criminel Chetlc. The Chminal Chack repon retums rseuRs wllich may Indude all edminal records or
no reauhs found on Ine indwrdual,

In Na avent of using this aerolce for crlminal baekground ohetlts, ypu should notassume ihac this data pmvide6 a cornplete or accvrate hlslory of any
pereon'sorlndnal mstory.

You ahould uso axfrema caufion when InterpraVng Ihe results ol a Edrninel barJcground aearrh for any type of peraonal vedncs0on.

PosiUve or false matchoa in (riminal searches may not provede confirmalion of an indNidual's cnminal barJrground.

Please referenae the updated Imeltus UserAgreement for additlonal restrictions npardng Ihe usage of thie data

Bilsiness People Search

Record I of B

Proilln Info

BRENDAFOWLER

PHONE
(740) 377-0111

Employment History

VIIIOgoFWorCoredng
?oelEter:

Owner
Contact Info:

602 4th St E E
South Point, Ob 45SS0
Phone:(740) 877-0111

Recorri 2 of 9

ProRIe lnfo

BRENDA FONILER

ADDRESg

what Is a Buslnaes People
Search?

This seutpn Ilsls arrent and
hlsUOaicel buslness people reaoNe
gut anare the same namo and state
as your searclr aubJed. The
Buainees People Search ran be
helpful in providfnp e oonsolhaled
vlew of malching anent end
NeloriCal ROOIde for your subj9q's
name aemas multiple public and
pubficly-evailebletaaordsourm
The e9e employment Nslory.
eduraUon end mmpaM data may
provtds usetut profeeeional
Informa5on Oo halp you lorale an
Indlvldual.

3s:llwxnv.Intellus.com/search-detall-out.php4D10=40651276&ReportType=8N5 Page 14 of 16



DEC 67-2010 16:38 From:KEGLER BROWN
'hank You far Your Order - Intellus.com

6o24th81E
BouN Poln6 OH 456e0

PHONE
(740)377-0111

Employment Hlstory

. VlOage Floor Covedng
PosiOom

(Naner

Record 9 of 9

Proflle Info

BRENDA FOWLER

ADDRESS
60241hStEE
South Palnl OH45660

PHONE
1740) 377•0111

Employment History

VI11ageFloorCovenng
PoslBon:

Owner

Record 4 of 9

Profile Info

BRENDAFOWLER

ADDRESB
9iS Mein SI
Orarton,0H44044

PHONE
(440) 926-1506

Employment Hi6tory

• Coualry HeaHs

Record 6 of 9

ProNlo Into

BRENDAFOWLER

ADDRESS
35600 DeIrOII Rd
Avon, 0N 44011

PHONE
(440) 937-5544

Employmant History

. CountryHelrs

ProFlte Info

BRENDAFOWLER

ADDRESS
2891 E Maln St 0203
Columbus, OH 43209

Emptoyment History

. AsyleEllling8vclnc
Posltron:

DYmer

6144642634 To:3307622255 P.30/32

918109 10:58 AM

trPS,//aww.intellus.comiseareh-detaq-out.php7DIDm4D6512766ReportType.8a5 Page 15 of 16



DEC-07-2010 16:38 From:KEGLER BROWN 6144642634 To:3307622255 P.31/32

I'hankYouforYourOrdar - mtellus.mm g/8/0910:58AM

Record 7 of 9

, Proifleanfo

BRENDAFOWLER

ADDRB9S
Canton, OH

^ Reoord 9 of 9

Profile Info

• BRENDA FOWLER

ADDRESS
CoshorWn, OH

Racord 9 of 9

Prollle Info

BRENDA FOWLER

ADDRESS
Nonvalk, OH

t1GS://www.tntellus,wm/saarch-detall-out.php?DID=40651276&Raportype-8O5 Page 16 of 16



DEC`-07-2e10 16:38 From:KEGLER BROWN 6144642634 To:3307622255 P.32/32

'ellowpages.com 916109 10:52 AN

: iJ- If. I Npp;;c I v:5il O.d 3e.1 LEOS

Name ^ PAena Num6or ^ Addrmsa

FIN D BY NAME:
FiratNama7 LastName:•ReQUlmaFloa

Brenda Fowler

CIIy orZlp Coda: Starec

Lebanon OH QFIND

Oth9r Lootwpe: 9aL ee i ZInCoda9

PersenallEen=IfyIng lnlormelbn aveilable on YELLOwPA6ES.COM Is not provlced by AT&T m1017 provi0ed aoiely by Bn une0ltlaled Ihird pedy, Inle0u0. Inc. FjdL0lxlalmer.

B ] Fcwler
6CD FranlEtn Rd
LeGlnrno DN 451116
(513) 128-1969
Aan to Mtlresi PmY I near+: ninnsw. Iklp I rNNina drecllmc

Find More Information for6 ] Fpwler
Fina Pand LIniA3'd PIqnP L.:_kIJG
FIltl B] fbNkr6 Emall Addres & llNlstPd Num6vj,

kwnwe uninn sr D dlled iackgrcw luknnathn
Run a eactcround C71GQC OA B) FaAar

rap:/Iwhicepagei.yellowpages.wm/re6ulu,php?ReporLType=346refa...Y.10&qn=Fowlcr6qs=OH6PHPSESSID-930Sd5t9299cb94ba892fdc630bfSd68 Paoc r.ofz



Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Relator's Response to Groner, Betty

Groner's Objections to Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Recommendations of the

Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, and Brief in Support Thereof was served

this 1- day of August, 2011, via regutar U.S. mail upon:

Donald J. Malarcik, Jr. Esq. (0061902)
Gorman, Malarcik, Pierce & Vuillemin
54 E. Mill St., Suite 400
Akron, Ohio 44308
Tel: 330-253-0785
Fax: 330-253-7432
djm@gmpvlaw.com

Relator

William G. Chris (0006593)
Akron Bar Association
57 S. Broadway St.
Akron, OH 44308

Betty Groner (0030130)
3584 Ridgewood Road
Akron, Ohio 44333
Tel: 330-666-7765
Fax: 330-777-0067
bettygroner@mac.com

Groner

ALFRED E. SCHRADER
Relator

13
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