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The statutory and regulatory framework governing solid waste facilities in Ohio requires

the distinct but harmonious roles of both State and local government. Despite this long-standing

and collaborative approach, Rumpke argues that local government regulation of the expansion of

a solid waste facility is needless and "all necessary site review can be performed by OEPA." Br.

at 17-18. Rumpke is wrong.

The cooperative approach-and the role of local governments is vital not only for the

initial siting, licensing, and construction of solid waste facilities, but equally so for any

expansion of those facilities. The same local concerns that arise during the intial siting and

licensing of a facility-such as infrastructure and safety impacts-often arise in connection with

any proposed expansion of a landfill. Examples of these impacts include increased traffic and

stress on local roads, expanded devaluation of surrounding property, and intereference with local

and regional land use planning. And as with intitial siting considerations, local governments are

best situated to identify and evaluate these impacts and to use zoning regulations, among other

tools, to address the concerns connected to an expansion.

Further, although Rumpke correctly points out that the Ohio EPA has the authority to

consider local socio-economic factors, it does not have the expertise to do so and, under the

cooperative scheme contemplated by Ohio law, the Ohio EPA has deferred to local governments

to make those evaluations.

In short, whether it is the initial licensing andconstruction of a solid waste facility, or the

expansion of an existing one, the need for both State and local regulation to protect the health,

s-afety, and welfare of Ohio-citiz-ens- i-s -the -same- A ccordin- g-1y, this-Court -should r-ever-se-the

decision below and rule that the licensing, construction, operation, and expansion of solid waste

facilities allows-and is best managed with both State and local oversight.
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