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MOTION FOR ORDER OF CONTEMPT

^ Relator, Cincinnati Bar Association, hereby moves for entry of an order finding

Respondent, Vlad Sigalov, in contempt of both this Court's original disbarment order of

August 28, 2012 and its order to show cause issued on October 31, 2012. In support,

Relator presents the procedural posture in which this motion is brought:

1. On August 28, 2012, the Court issued its order of disbarment permanently

disbarring Respondent as an attorney at law in Ohio. In that order, Respondent was

ordered to do a number of things within 30 days, including (1) to cease & desist

immediately from practicing law; (2) to not counsel or advise clients or prepare legal

instruments for others or perform legal services; (3) to verify compliance by any legal

employer that such employer has registered his employment with Disciplinary Counsel;

(4) to notify all clients being represented in pending matters of his disbarment and

disqualification, to deliver files to clients or give a time and place for them to obtain files,

to refund unearned fees and account for trust money, to notify opposing counsel of

disbarment and file notice of disqualification with court or agencies, to send all notices

by certified maii with a return adaress, and to file an affidavit of compliance.

2. Respondent failed to file an affidavit of compliance on or before

September 27, 2012.

3. On October 22, 2012, Relator filed a motion for an order to show cause

why Respondent should not be held in contempt for violating the disbarment order for

having continued to practice law after August 28, 2012 as shown by correspondence sent

by him to Grange Insurance on September 21, 2012. On October 29, 2012, Respondent

did file a response to this motion, in which he mostly admitted to the substance of



Relator's allegations and added that he had "sent the affidavit out on September 25, 2012

is (sic) unaware why it was not filed (a copy of the affidavit and the envelope in which it

was mailed is being attached)." The copy of the "affidavit" that was supposedly sent by

ordinary mail by Respondent without a title or number was attached to this response but

such affidavit was on its face noncompliant with the disbarment order.

4. The latest affidavit filed by Respondent on November 6, 2012, is likewise

on its face non-compliant with both the original disbarment order and with the order to

show cause. Initially, Relator notes that Respondent has merely filed an affidavit and has

not submitted any other response or explanation nor has he presented any good cause

why a compliant affidavit was not filed on or before September 27, 2012. More

importantly, however, the substance of the affidavit itself is inadequate to show

compliance with the mandate of the August 28, 2012 disbarment order. Specifically,

Relator refers the Court to Respondent's affidavit which, inter alia, fails show that

Respondent (a) has notified certain clients that he was disbarred and disqualified but

instead stated only that "I am unable to represent you ...;" (b) has called to the client's

attention any particular urgency for them to seek su'dstitution of aL-^other attorney but or^ly

stated "[a]s there are time sensitive issues, it is imperative that you retain other counsel

right away to represent you in your case;" (c) has documented the delivery or the making

of arrangements for delivery of all client files and property; (d) has documented fully the

refunding of unearned fees and trust account funds; and (e) has filed a notice of

disqualification with each court in which he had a pending matter (and only states he

filed "motions" of disqualification "where I was involved in litigation pending at the time
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of the Order" and arranged with "attorney Karl Kilguss ...[to file] substitutions of

counsel.")

5. Relator has reason to believe and does believe that Respondent has not to

date given adequate and reasonable notification of his disbarment and disqualification to

many of his clients, that he has failed to deliver files to all clients and that he has not

refunded all unearned client funds and trust account amounts to clients. Accordingly,

Relator is undertaking to investigate the situation further and, upon completion, will

present to the Court its findings with appropriate evidence in support of this motion for

contempt.

Wherefore, Relator respectfully requests for the following relief:

A. That Respondent be found in contempt of the order of disbarment and

order to show cause;

B. That the Court defer imposition of any sanction upon Respondent pending

Relator's submission of a report of its findings with respect to Respondent's compliance

with the order of disbarment, such report to be submitted within 30 days of the order

finding Respondeni in contempt; and

C. That Relator be specifically authorized to take Respondent's deposition

and conduct such other discovery as it reasonably deems appropriate to investigate

Respondent's compliance with the order of disbarment of August 28, 2012.



Dated: November 8, 2012 Respectfully

^ohn B. Y^inney O1 173)
Graydon Head R' chey LLP
1900 Fifth Thir enter, 511 Walnut St.
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513-629-2730
Fax 513-651-3836
jpinney@graydon.com

^ , ^^
^

, {'

ennifer . Branch (0038893)
Gerhardstein & Branch Co., L.P.A.
432 Walnut Street, Suite 400
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513-621-9100
Fax 513-345-5543
jbranch@gbftrm.com

Attorneys for Relator

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on November 8, 2012 a copy of the foregoing motion was

mailed by ordinary mail to Respondent, who is now acting pro se, at 12057 Crestfield

Court, Cincinnati, OH 45249 and to Respondents former counsel of record:

Mark A. Vander Laan

Mark G. Arnzen
DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP
1900 Chemed Center
255 East Fifth Street

Cincinnati, OH 45202
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