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Respondent Thomas P. Charles, Director of the Ohio Department of Public Safety ("the

Department"), answers the Complaint for Writ of Mandamus ("complaint") filed by Relator

Plunderbund Media, LLC ("Plunderbund") on April 12, 2013, as follows:

First Defense

1. The Department admits the allegations in paragraph 1 of the complaint

2. The Department denies for lack of knowledge the allegations in paragraph 2 of

the complaint.

3. The Department admits the allegations in paragraph 3 of the complaint.

4. The Department admits the allegations in the first paragraph 41 of the complaint.

5. In response to the second paragraph 4 of the complaint, the Department admits

that on August 14, 2012, an individual named Joseph Mismas sent to Department employee

Anne Ralston an email requesting certain records. That email speaks for itself. The Department

denies the remaining allegations in the second paragraph 4.

6. In response to paragraph 5 of the complaint, the August 14, 2012 email (copy

attached to the Complaint as Exhibit 1) for speaks for itself. The Department denies the

remaining allegations in paragraph 5.

7. In response to paragraph 6 of the complaint, the Department asserts that R.C.

149.43(B) speaks for itself and admits that the selections from that statute are accurately quoted

in paragraph 6.

8. In response to paragraph 132 of the complaint, the Department admits that it has

not provided documents in response to Mr. Mismas' August 14, 2012 request and further asserts

' Relator has two paragraphs numbered "4."



that the September 19, 201.2 letter from Robin R. Matthews (copy attached to the Complaint as

Exhibit 2) speaks for itself. The Department denies the remaining allegations in paragraph. 1.3.

9. In response to paragraph 14 of the complaint, the Department admits that after the

attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City on September 11, 2001, the federal

Department of llomeland Security was established. The Department denies for lack of

knowledge the remaining allegations in paragraph 14.

10. In response to paragraph 15 of the complaint, the Department asserts that R.C.

Chapter 149 and R.C. 149.433 speak for themselves. The Department denies the remaining

allegations in paragraph 15.

11. The Department denies all allegations in the complaint not specifically admitted

herein.

Second Defense

12. Plunderbund fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted.

Third Defense

13. Plunderbund does not have a clear legal right to the relief requested.

Fourth Defense

14. The Department does not have a clear legal duty to provide the relief requested.

Fifth Defense

15. At all relevant times, the Department complied with applicable law.

2 In its numbering of paragraphs in the complaint, Plunderbund skips paragraphs 7 through 12.
Counsel for Plunderbund informed the undersigned counsel that no paragraphs are missing from
the complaint, but rather the numbering of the paragraphs is erroneous.

2



Sixth Defense

16. The records requested and demanded by Plunderbund are not public records and

not subject to mandatory disclosure under the Public Records Act

Seventh Defense

17. Records of the Department's open investigations are exempt from disclosure

under the Public Records Act.

Eighth Defense

18. Production of the records requested and demanded by Plunderbund, even if

partially or vvholly redacted, violates the Governor's constitutional right to his and his family's

personal security.

WHEREFORE, the Department demands this Court to deny Plunderbund's demands for

mandamus and other relief, at Plunderbund's costs, and to award all further appropriate relief.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the foregoing Nvas served by regular and electronic mail, on May 8,

2013, upon Victoria E. Ulimann, Esq., 1135 Bryden Road, Columbus, Ohio 43205.
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