
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

STATE, ex rel. THE CINCINNATI
ENQUIRER, a Division of Gannett
Satellite Information Network, Inc.

vs.

Relator,

HONORABLE ROBERT H. LYONS,

Respondent.

Case No. 13-0300

ORIGINAL

AFFIDAVIT OF HON. ROBERT H.
LYONS

F
MAY 2,2 2013

Cu-"R9 OF COURT
SUPRE3V1E COURT OF OHIO

Affiant, after being duly cautioned and sworn, states to the best of his knowledge and belief as
follows:

1. I am the judge of the Butler County Area i Court in Oxford, Ohio. I have served on the

bench for fourteen years.

2. At the time I took the bench in February 1999, the practice at the Area i court was to

allow minor misdemeanor disorderly conduct offenders the opportunity to petition the

court to have their record of conviction sealed upon the conclusion of their case. This was

done by giving offenders a packet of materials containing a standard application to seal

the record, along with a draft order of sealing. The offender completed the application

then filed it with theclerk of the county courts.

3. Without my knowledge, at some point during my tenure, an employee of the Clerk's

office made the decision to re-type the draft order contained in the sealing packet for

minor misdemeanors. The deputy clerk who re-typed the order erroneously typed R.C.

2953•52 on the draft order as the statutory authority for the order to seal the record

instead of R.C.2953•32• This clerical error went unnoticed until Relator filed an action

how long the form containing the error had been used.
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4. It is my understanding of the law that I do not have the authority to open sealed

conviction records to determine which of them were sealed with an order that referred to

the wrong statute.

5. Based on my interpretation of Ohio law, a judge has the authority to issue an order to

seal the record of a minor misdemeanor disorderly conduct conviction upon the

conclusion of the case once an eligible offender has filed an application to seal the

record.

Further affiant sayeth naught.

STATE OF OHIO )
) ss.

COUNTY OF BUTLER )

Sworn and subscribed personally before me by Robert H. Lyons this 4Iay of

2013.

Notary Public

Tommy S. Waft
Notary Pubuc
State of ONo

My CommMMEO"
7/22/2013

Hon. Robert H. Lyons



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

of the foregoing by First-Class U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, upon the

I served a copy
following on this 21 st day of May, 2013:

John C. Greiner
Counsel for The Cincinnati Enquirer

Graydon Head & Ritchey LLP
1900 Fifth Third Center
511 Walnut Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3157
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