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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

In re:
Complaint against

Deneen Marie Marrelli

Respondent : CERTIFICATION
Mahoning County Bar Association : Gov. Bar R. V, Section 6a(A)
Relator

Pursuant to Rule V, Section 6a, of the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the
Bar of Ohio, I hereby certify that the respondent in the above-captioned matter has failed to
file an answer to the formal complaint certified to the Board of Commissioners on Grievances
and Discipline on June 10, 2013,

Attached to this certification is an affidavit setting forth the attempts to serve the

complaint on the respondent and copies of documents referenced in the affidavit,

e

RICHARD ADOVE

Secretary, Board of Commissioners
on Grievances and Discipline of
the Supreme Court of Ohio




STATE OF OHIO )
) 8S:
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN )

AFFIDAVIT

I, Richard A. Dove, having been duly sworn according to the laws of Ohio, hereby depose and
say:

1. I am the Secretary to the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline
of the Supreme Court of Ohio (“Board”). Pursuant to Rule V of the Supreme
Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio, I am responsible for serving
certified disciplinary complaints on the parties and maintaining the records of
cases certified to the Board,

2, On June 10, 2013, a formal complaint was certified to the Board in the matter of
Mahoning County Bar Association v. Deneen Marie Marrelli, Board Case No,
2013-035.

3. On June 10, 2013, a notice and copy of the certified complaint were sent via

certified mail to the respondent at 46 Walter Street, Campbell, Ohio 44405, The
address to which the certified mail was sent is the respondent’s residence address
and the only address reflected in the attorney registration records maintained by
the Supreme Court of Ohio, Office of Attorney Services.

4, Also on June 10, 2013, a notice and copy of the certified complaint were sent via
certified mail to the respondent at 5271 Stacy Street, Apt. A, West Palm Beach,
Florida 33417. The address to which the certified mail was sent is the address on
the certified complaint.

5. On June 24, 2013, the certified mail referenced in 93 was returned to the Board
trom the United States Postal Service and marked “return to sender, attempted-not
known, unable to forward.”

6. On June 28, 2013, the certified mail reference in 94 was returned to the Board
from the United States Postal Service and marked “return to sender, not
deliverable as addressed, unable to forward.”

7. On July 1, 2013, a notice and copy of the certified complaint were sent to Kristina
D. Frost, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Ohio requesting that the Clerk accept
service on behalf of the respondent pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 11(B).

8. On July 3, 2013, the Board received a certification from Kristina D. Frost
acknowledging receipt of the documents referenced in %7.



10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

On July 5, 2013, a notice of intent to certify the respondent’s default was sent to
the respondent at the address in §3 and 94, her last known addresses.

On July 15, 2013, the notice referenced in 9 and sent to respondent’s residence
address in Campbell, Ohio was returned to the Board from the United States
Postal Service and marked “return to sender, attempted-not known, unable to
forward.”

On July 22, 2013, the notice referenced in 49 and sent to respondent’s address in
West Palm Beach, Florida was returned to the Board from the United States
Postal Service and marked “return to sender, not deliverable as addressed,
unable to forward.”

On July 23, 2013, the notice referenced in §9 was sent to Kristina D, Frost, Clerk
of the Supreme Court of Ohio requesting that the Clerk accept service on behalf
of the respondent pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 11(B).

On July 25, 2013, the Board received a certification from Kristina D. Frost
acknowledging receipt of the documents referenced in §12.

As of the date of this affidavit, the respondent has not filed an answer to the
formal complaint pending before the Board or otherwise responded to the
certification of the complaint or the notice of intent to certify her default.

Attached to this affidavit are true and accurate copies of the following documents
contained in the case file that is maintained in the Board offices:

a. The notice and formal complaint certified to the Board on June 10, 2013
and sent to the respondent at her address referenced in 43 and ¥4 via
certified mail on that date;

b. The envelope sent to the respondent by certified mail at the address
reflected in 43 of this affidavit and returned as undeliverable to the Board
by the United States Postal Service on June 24, 2013;

c. The envelope sent to the respondent by certified mail at the address
reflected in 94 of this affidavit and returned as undeliverable to the Board
by the United States Postal Service on June 28, 2013;

d. The correspondence sent to Kristina D. Frost on July 1, 2013;
e. The certification received from Kristina D. Frost on July 3, 2013;
f. The notice of intent to certify the respondent’s default sent to the

respondent’s addresses on July 5, 2013;

[\



The envelope sent to the respondent at the address reflected in 43 of this

g.
affidavit and returned as undeliverable to the Board by the United States
Postal Service on July 15, 2013;

h.  The envelope sent to the respondent at the address reflecied in 4 of this
atfidavit and returned as undeliverable to the Board by the United States
Postal Service on July 22, 2013;

1. The correspondence sent to Kristina D. Frost on July 23, 2013; and

J. The certification received from Kristina D. Frost on July 25, 2013,

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

Richard A. Dove (0020256)
Secretary, Board of Commissioners
on Grievances and Discipline

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence this 7% day of August, 2013,

Wmm@@m ; .

Notary Public

B
.
g ; MICHELE PENNINGTON
i ¥ Nolary Pudic, Smeof
X@ g omnussfonExpires iB_hDgi‘?










BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  RE(C -
ON GRIEVANCES AND DISCIPLINE OF ECEIVED

THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO MAY 2 4 2013
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLINE
Inre: )
5 )
COMPLAINT AGAINST CASE NO. ' v e e b s B
) 13-035<8
DENEEN MARRELLI ) '
Atty Reg. No. 0043728 )
5271 Stacy St., Apt. A ) COMPLAINT
West Palm Beach, FL 33417-5818 )
) FILED
Respondent
P g JUN 10 201
MAHONING COUNTY BAR ) BOARD OF COMMISSIDNERS
ASSOCIATION, ) (Rule V, SEXiBRIZVA¥OHSE DISCIPLINE
114 E. Front Street ) Supreme Court Rules for the
Suite 100 ) Government of the Bar of Ohio)
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 )
)
Relator )

e’

Relator, Mahoning County Bar Association, states for its cause of action against

Respondent, Deneen Marrelli:

I. Parties

1. Relator is a local bar association which maintains a certified grievance

committee pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 3.

2. Respondent is an attorney at law and is duly licensed to practice law in the

State of Ohio.

3. Respondent’s bar registration status with the Supreme Court of Ohio is

“Active” and her bar registration number is 0043728,



4. Respondent’s last known address is 5271 Stacy St. Apt. A, West Palm Beach,

FL 33417-5818,

5. The Office of Attorney Services of the Supreme Court of Ohio lists

Respondent’s address as 46 Walter St., Campbell, Ohio 44405,

II. Factual Background

6. At all times relevant to this Complaint, Respondent was a solo practitioner

whose office was located in Mahoning County in Campbell, Ohio.

7. Respondent also rented office space from the law office of Paris & Paris at 55

Public Square, Suite 1275 in Cuyahoga County in Cleveland, Chio.

8. On or about July 20, 2010, Paul Robinson retained Respondent to represent
him in a post-divorce matter regarding the custody of his two daughters. The relevant
case is Paul Robinson v. Jayne Robinson, Division of Domestic Relations, Cuyahoga

County Common Pleas Court, Case No. DR 312259.

9. Respondent did not provide a written fee agreement to Mr. Robinson that

disclosed the identities of any other lawyers that may be working on his case.

10.  Mr. Robinson paid $2,000.00, by means of a Visa credit card in the name of
his mother Nancy Lynn Robinson, to the Paris & Paris law firm for legal services to be

performed by Respondent.

11. However, on July 20, 2010, Attorney John T. Paris filed a Notice of
Appearance and a Motion for Continuance of a hearing scheduled for July 21, 2010 on

behalf of Mr. Robinson even though Mr. Robinson did not retain Mr. Paris.



12. The Notice of Appearance and Motion for Continuance also bear the name of
Respondent at the same address and phone number of Attorney John T. Paris and state

that both John T. Paris and Respondent are “Attorneys for Plaintiff.”

13.  The Notice of Appearance further states that “[a]ll further court notices

should be sent to Attorney John T. Paris at 55 Public Square, Suite 1275, Cleveland,

Ohio 44113.”

14.  OnJuly 21, 2010, Jayne Robinson, who was Mr. Robinson's ex-wife, through

her counsel, filed a brief opposing the Motion for Continuance.

15.  The July 21, 2010, hearing, did not go forward. The case was re-set for

hearing on July 27, 2010.

16.  On July 27, 2010, 6 days after hiring Respondent, Mr. Robinson terminated

the services of Respondent and requested a refund of the unearned retainer.

17. On July 27, 2010, Respondent and Attorney John T. Paris filed a Motion to

Withdraw as Mr. Robinson’s counsel.

18. The Motion to Withdraw was apparently signed by both Respondent and
Attorney John T. Paris at the same address and phone number. The Motion represents

to the Court that both Respondent and Attorney John T. Paris are attorneys for Mr.

Robinson.
19.  The Motion to Withdraw was granted on July 29, 2010.

20. At the request of the investigator for the Mahoning County Bar Association,

Respondent provided a “Statement” for services rendered to Paul Robinson.



21.  The Statement reflects 15 hours of work billed at $150.00 per hour for
attorney work performed by Respondent, Attorney John Paris, and Attorney Thomas

Paris.

22.  Mr. Robinson was also billed at a rate of $100.00 per hour for 3 hours of

paralegal work.

23.  The total bill on the Statement for representation that lasted 6 days was for

$2,200.00.

24, Attorneys John Paris and Thomas Paris admit that $2,000.00 was paid to

them by Nancy Lynn Robinson for legal services to be rendered by Respondent.

25.  Attorneys John Paris and Thomas Paris state that, from the $2,000.00, they
paid $900.00 to Respondent and they kept $1,100.00 for monies owed to them by

Respondent for rent and secretarial services.

26. Respondent has failed to cooperate in Relator’s investigation in Mr.

Robinson’s case by failing to produce her client file on this matter, despite repeated

reguests.

27.  U.S. mail sent to Respondent at the address she continues to maintain with
the Office of Attorney Services of the Supreme Court of Ohio, i.e. 46 Walter St.,
Campbell, Ohio 44405, was returned as not deliverable and marked “Moved to Florida

Not At this Address.”

28.  U.S. mail was also sent to Respondent on 3 occasions to the care of another

individual at P.O. Box 7143, Lake Worth, FL 33466.



29.  On the first occasion, the regular mail was not returned and the certified mail

was signed for by the other individual.

30.  On the second occasion, the regular mail was not returned but the certified

mail was, after attempts to deliver it failed.

31.  On the third occasion, the certified mail was unclaimed and marked Return to

Sender but the regular mail was not returned.

32.  On the same three occasions, U.S. mail, both regular and certified, was

attempted at 5271 Stacy Ave., Apt. A, West Palm Beach, FL 33417-5818.

33.  The first attempt, by certified mail, was received and signed for by

Respondent.

34. On the second occasion, the certified mail was returned marked “Refuse.”

The regular mail was not returned.

35.  On the third attempt, the certified mail was marked “Refuse” and “return to

sender unclaimed.” The regular mail was not returned.
III. Disciplinary Violations

36. Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes violations of the
following Rules of Professional Conduct:

a. Rule 1.5(a) for charging a clearly excessive fee;

b. Rule 1.5(e)(2) for failing to obtain the written consent of the client before
dividing fees with lawyers outside of her firm;

¢. Rule 1.15(a) by failing to safeguard funds belonging to Mr. Robinson;



d. Rule 8.1(b) by failing to cooperate in Relator’s investigation;

e. Rule 8.4(c) for failing to notify Mr. Robinson that she had engaged other
lawyers to work on his case;

f. Gov. Bar. V(4)(G) by failing to cooperate in Relator’s investigation:

g. Gov. Bar. R. VI(1)(D) for failing to keep the Office of Attorney Services
apprised of her residence and office address.

WHEREFORE, Relator respectfully requests that Respondent be appropriately

disciplined for her misconduct.

Respectfully submitted
MAHONING COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

a8

RGNALD E. SLIPSKI (0014404)
Bar Counsel

Green Haines Sgambati Co., L.P.A.
100 Federal Plaza East, Suite 800
Youngstown, Ohio 44503
Telephone (330) 743-5101
Facsimile (330) 743-3451
rslipski@green-haines.com

b O ool T g
DAVID C. COMSTOCK, JR. {0040145) /Wﬂ/
Bar Counsel

100 Federal Plaza East, Suite 926
Youngstown, Ohio 44503
Telephone (330) 746-5643
Facsimile (330) 746-4925
dcj@csandw.com
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CERTIFICATE

The underszgned Larry D. Wilkes, Chairperson

" (President, Secretary Chaxrman of the Grievance: Commmce or Duclphnary Counsel)
»of the : Mahonlng County Bar Assoczatlon Grlevance Commlt‘l'ee

| bereby cemf"es that Da‘”d C comStOCk Jl‘-‘ & Ronald E Sllpskl

“air'e“t duly authonzed to

) T ) : ey : : . a5 ey S (s orarc)
’ represcnt Re]ator in thc premzs*es and ooohave oo dccepred the respons:bzlzty of

(has or have)

prosccutmg the comp]amt to. its conc]usmn After mvestzgar}on Re]ator believes reasonab]e cause CAI.S[S

to Warrant a bearmg on such complaint.

Dated _____

(Title)

’(Rule v of the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohm.):' .
b Sectlon (4) | o

i (4) @ 8) The Comp]amt Wherc Fz]cd By Wbom chmed A complamt shaH mean a_
formal written complaint alleging misconduct or merital illness of one who shall be designated
- as the Respondent. Six (6) copies of all such complaints shall be filed in the office of the

- Secretary of the Board. Complaints ﬁled by a Certified Grlevance Committee shall not be

~ accepted for filing unless signed by one or more members of the Bar of Ohio in good standing,

- who shall be counsel for the Relator and supported by a certificate in writing signed by the
Preadent Secretary or Chairman of the Certified erevance Connmttee which Certified
.Grlevance Committee shall be deemed the Relator, certxfymg that said cotinsel are dulyy
authorized to represent said Relator in the premxses and have accepted the responsibility of

sy .prosecutmg the compldmt to concluelon It shall constitute the authorization of such counsel
- to represent said Relator in the premises as fully and compiete}y as if designated and appointed
by order of the: Supreme Court of Ohio. with- all the prlvlleges and immunities of an officer
o oof such Court. The. complamt may. alc;o ‘but need not, be swned by the person aggneved o
S Comp}amts filed by the stcxphnary Coumel shall be hled in the name of Dlscxplmary‘ g
Counsel as Relator , S
' Upon the filing of g compiamt w1th the Sccretdrv of the Board vaator ‘;hali forward o
a copy thereof to D;sc;plmary Counsel, 1o the Certified erevance Committee of the Ohio -
State Bar Association, to the 1oca} bar association and to any Certified Gnevance Commmee i

- serving the county or counties in which the Respondent resides and mamtams his ofﬁc:e dnd ‘

for the county from w ‘hich the comp}amt arose. ' :

BC-ls
1:58
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLINE
65 SOUTH FRONT STREET, 5™ FLOOR, Corumsus, OH 43215-3431
TELEPHONE: 614.387.9370

RICHARD A, DOVE ” FAX: 614.387.9379 MICHELLE A. HALL
SECRETARY : www.supremecourt.ohio.gov SENIOR COUNSEL
July 1, 2013

Ms. Kristina D. Frost

Clerk of the Court

Ohio Supreme Court

65 South Front Street, 8" Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3431

Re:  Case No. 2013-035
Mahoning County Bar Association, Relator v.
Deneen Marie Marrelli, Respondent

Dear Ms. Frost:

Enclosed please find a Complaint and Certificate, an Entry and Notice to
Respondent of Filing of Complaint, which the Board has been unable to serve on the
above named Respondent. On June 10, 2013, we attempted certified mail service at 46
Walter Street, Campbell, Ohio 44405 which is the home address listed on attorney
registration, there is no employer address listed on attorney registration. On June 24,
2013, we received returned mail marked “return to sender, attempted-not known, unable
to forward, and return to sender.” On June 10, 2013, we also attempted certified mail
served at 5271 Stacy Street, Apt. A, West Palm Beach, Florida 33417 which is the
address Relator has on the Complaint. On June 28, 2013, we received returned mail
marked “return to sender, unable to forward, and return to sender.”

Please accept service on behalf of the above Respondent and issue a Certificate to
that effect for our file.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

ﬁRichard A, Dove

Enclosure




¢ °
The Supreme Conrt of Olin

FILED

JUL 03 208

CERLIEICATION  gopap of commissionsrs
ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLINE

I, Kristina D. Frost, certify that I was served on the first day of July 2013, with a
copy of the Notice to Respondent of Filing of Complaint, a copy of the Complaint and

Certificate, and a copy of an Entry, issued in the case of In re: Doneen Marie Marrelli.

Respondent v. Mahoning County Bar Association, Relator (Case No. 13-035).

I received true and attested copies of the documents set forth above, addressed to
the Respondent at his last known address, from the Secretary of the Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline in conformity with Rule V, Section 11(B)

of the Rules for the Government of the Bar.

Kristfna D. Frost
Clerk of the Court




- BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLINE
65 SouTH FRONT STREET, 5™ FLOOR, CoLuMBUS, OH 43215-3431

Telephone: 614.387.9370
RICHARD A. Dove Fax: 614.387.9379 MICHELLE A, HALL
SECRETARY www.supremecourt.chio.gov SeNtOR COUNSEL
July 5, 2013

Deneen Marie Marrelli
5271 Stacy Street, Apt. A
West Palm Beach, FL 33417-5818

Re: Mahoning County Bar Association v. Deneen Marie Marrelli, Case No. 2013-035

Dear Ms. Marrelli:

On May 24, 2013, the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline certified a
formal complaint naming you as the respondent in the above-captioned disciplinary matter. A
copy of the enclosed complaint was sent to you via certified mail to 46 Walter St., Campbell, OH
44405 and 5271 Stacy Street, Apt. A, West Palm Beach, FL 33417 and service was returned as
undeliverable. Pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V; Section 11, the complaint was served on the Clerk of
the Supreme Court, and the Clerk accepted service on July 3, 2013. As of the date of this letter,
‘the Board has not received your answer to the formal complaint or a motion to extend the time

for filing an answer.

Pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 6a, you are hereby notified that the Board will certify
your default to the Supreme Court thirty days from the date of this letter. To avoid certification
of default, you must file an answer to the formal complaint with the Board prior to the expiration
of the thirty-day period. No extension of time to file an answer is authorized by the rule.

Please note that the certification of default may result in your immediate suspension from
the practice law by the Supreme Court of Ohio.

If you have questions regarding this matter, please contact the Board of Commissioners
on Grievances and Discipline at (614) 387-9370.

G ely,
7

Richard A. Dove

Enclosure .
cc: David C Comstock, Jr., Bar Counsel
Larry G Wilkes, Chair

Ronald E Slipski, Bar Counsel



BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLINE
65 SOUTH FRONT STREET, 5™ FLOOR, COLUMBUS, OH 43215-3431

Telephone: 614.387.9370
RICHARD A. DOVE Fax: 614.387 9379 MICHELLE A. HALL
SECRETARY www.supremecourt.chio.gov SENIOR COUNSEL
July 5, 2013

Deneen Marie Marrelli
46 Walter Street
Campbell, Ohio 44405

Re: Mahoning County Bar Association v. Deneen Marie Marrelli, Case No. 2013-035

Dear Ms. Marrelli:

On May 24, 2013, the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline certified a
formal complaint naming you as the respondent in the above-captioned disciplinary matter. A
copy of the enclosed complaint was sent to you via certified mail to 46 Walter St., Campbell, OH
44405 and 5271 Stacy Street, Apt. A, West Palm Beach, FL 33417 and service was returned as
undeliverable. Pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V, Section 11, the complaint was served on the Clerk of
the Supreme Court, and the Clerk accepted service on July 3, 2013. As of the date of this letter,
the Board has not received your answer to the formal complaint or a motion to extend the time

for filing an answer.

Pursuant to Gov. Bar R. 'V, Section 6a, you are hereby notified that the Board will certify
your default to the Supreme Court thirty days from the date of this letter. To avoid certification
of default, you must file an answer to the formal complaint with the Board prior to the expiration
of the thirty-day period. No extension of time to file an answer is authorized by the rule.

Please note that the certification of default may result in your immediate suspension from
the practice law by the Supreme Court of Ohio.

If you have questions regarding this matter, please contact the Board of Commissioners
on Grievances and Discipline at (614) 387-9370.

Richard A. Dove

. Enclosure
ToToN David C Comstock, Jr., Bar Counsel
Larry G Wilkes, Chair

Ronald E Slipski, Bar Counsel
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLINE
65 SO0UTH FRONT STREET, 57 FLOOR, CoLumsUs, OH 43215-3431

Telephone: 614.387.9370 M
ICHELLE A, HALL
RicHARD A. DOVE Fax; 614.387.9379
SECRETARY www.supremecourt.ohio.gov SENIOR COUNSEL
July 23, 2013

Ms. Kristina D. Frost

Clerk-of Court

Ohio Supreme Court

65 South Front Street, 8 Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3431

Re:  Mahoning County Bar Association v. Deneen Marie Marrelli, Case No. 2013-035

Dear Ms, Frost;

Enclosed please find our letter notifying Respondent, Deneen Marie Marrelli, of the
Board’s intent to certify her default to the Supreme Court. We have attempted service on
Respondent at 46 Walter Street, Campbell, Ohio 44405, the only address indicated in the
attorney registration system. The enclosed letter was returned to us marked “return to sender,
attempted-not known, unable to forward.” We also have attempted service on Respondent at
5271 Stacy Street, Apt. A, West Palm Beach, Florida 33417, the address listed on the certified
complaint. The enclosed letter was returned to us marked “return to sender, not deliverable as

addressed, unable to forward.”

Please accept service on behalf of the above Respondent and issue a Certificate to that
effect for our file.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Richard A. Dove

RAD/mlp
Enclosure



The Supreme Conrt of Ohio

FILED
CERTIFICATION JUL 25 2013

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
ON GRIEVANCES & MSCIPLINE

L, Kristina D. Frost, certify that I was served on the twenty third day of July 2013,
with a copy of the Notice to Respondent of Intent to File Default, issued in the case of In

re: Doneen Marie Marrelli, Respondent v. Mahoning County Bar Association, Relator

{Case No. 13-035).

T'received true and attested copies of the documents set forth above, addressed to
the Respondent at his last known address, from the Secretary of the Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline in conformity with Rule V, Section 11(B)

of the Rules for the Government of the Bar.

Krisfﬁna D. Frost
Clerk of the Court
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