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IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

STATE OF OHIO EX REL. THE : NO. 13-1171
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER

On Appeal from the Hamilton County
Appellee Court of Appeals, First Appellate

District
vs.

THE HONORABLE TRACIE

HUNTER, JUDGE, HAMILTOIV
COUNTY COURT OF COMMON

PLEAS, JUVENILE DIVISION

Appellant

1. STATEMENT OF FACTS

A. Introductioni

Court of Appeals
Case Number C-130183

This Case Originated In The Court Of
Appeals

MERIT BRIEF OF APPELLANT

This is an appeal from a judginent by the Court of Appeals, First Appellate District,

Hamilton County, Ohio, finding Judge Hunter in contempt because she violated its Alternative

Writ and Stay of March 29, 2013. (Appx. 10 thru 15). The only issue in the case is whether the

Alternative Writ and Stay prohibited Judge Hunter, in subsequent hearings, from (1) reciting the

requirements of Harn. Cty. Loc. Juv. Rule 14 (D) which were initially set out in September 17,

2012, journal entries, and (2) reciting limitations set out in an agreement between Enquirer

attorneys and the attorneys for the juveniles at a hearing before Magistrate Kelley. (Supp. 4 thru

19; Appx. 28 thru 37).

There are twelve Juvenile Court cases involving six juveniles who were alleged to be delinquent based upon
beating a man in North College Hill, a niunicipal corporation in Hamilton Countv, Ohio. Throughout the litigation,
"North College Hill Cases" has been used as a shorthand reference for these twelve cases.



In order to understand the Entry of Contempt (Appx. 10 tlu'u. 15) and the error of the

Court of Appeals, this Court must consider all of the facts and circumstances that culminated in

that determination by the Court of Appeals.

The procedural and factual setting of the case is, at best, convoluted. There are four

significant events occurring in Juvenile Court, and a series of smaller events that demonstrate the

importance of the four significant events. The first significant event is an agreenlent between all

media attorneys - including the Enquirer - and the attorneys representing the six juveniles. This

agreement was recited in before Magistrate Kelley. (Supp. 4 thru 19). The second significant

event is the set of September 17, 2012 orders reciting the restrictions of,, but not citing, Ham.

Cty. Loc. Juv. R 14. (Appx. 28 thn.i 37). The set of identical orders of March 15, 2013 and

March 25, 2013 finding violations of the September 17, 2012 order constitute the third

significant. (Appx. 18 thru 27). The final significant event in Juvenile court is the hearing and

order dated June 24, 2013. (Appx. 16)

Each of the following iinpacts four significant events. In turn, the four significant events

in Juvenile Court are the key to the determination of whether the Entry of Contempt was

properly issued by the Court of Appeals.

B. The Complaint in the Court of Appeals

This case began with the filing of a Complaint, several Affidavits, and a request for

injunctive relief. (Supp. 160 thru 204). In particular, the Complaint alleged that six Juvenilcs

were alleged to be delinquent with because they committed criminal acts amounting to

Aggravated Riot and Felonious Assault.2 (Supp. 161, 162). These acts of alleged delinquency

were charged in twelve case numbers, two for each Juvenile. (Supp. 51 thru 62). The Complaint

went on to allege that attorneys for the six juveniles and attorneys for The Enquirer, and four

2 The victim of these offences has since died.
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television stations, entered an agreement about the coverage of the Juvenile Court Hearings in

exchange for the six attorneys waiving the right of the ;luveniles to seek closure of the

proceedings. The agreement was recited before Juvenile Court Magistrate Kelley. (Supp 162,

163). The Complaint then alleged that, without notice to the Enquirer, Judge Hunter changed the

terms of the Kelley agreement on September 17, 2013. (Supp. 163). Finally, The Enquirer stated

that it was barred from attending future hearings in the cases by Order's issued orl March 15,

2013 and March 25, 2013 by Judge Hunter. (Appx, 18 thru 27).

C. The Alternative Writ

The Enquirer filed a Motion for Injunctive relief reciting the allegations of the complaint

and, axnon.g other things, attached an affidavit of an Enquirer attorney who misrern.embered the

Magistrate Kelley agreement. The remedy requested in the Motion for Injunctive relief was that

the proceedings in the underlying J"uvenile cases be precluded from proceeding. (Supp. 171).

The Court of Appeals considered the request for injunctive relief as a request for alternative writ

and stay. The stay requirements contained in the Alternative writ were as follows:

The court grants an alternative writ of prohibition ordering the respondent to stay the
en_forcement of the documents dated March 15, 2013 azid March 25, 2013, revoking The
Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or record courtroom
proceedings. Representatives of the Enquirer shall be permitted in the courtroom.

This stay pertained to all twelve North College Hill cases. (Appx. 17). Judge Hunter had

previously issued an order excluding The Enquirer from her courtroom by identical orders issued

on March 15, 2013 and March 25, 2013 in ten of the twelve North College Hill cases. (Appx. 18

thru 27).



D. The progress of the writ liti gation

The initial time period for fling a Stipulated Record was extended to May 1, 2013

because Judge Hunter was at a judicial conference and the email connection was unreliable.3

(Supp. 205). On'Vlay 1, 2013, instead of filing a stipulated record, the assistant prosecutor filed a

notice to the Court of Appeals that Judge Hunter had not authorized any stipulation. (Supp. 206).

Thereafter, on May 7, 2013, the date on which the Answer was due, the assistant prosecuting

attorney filed a request that the Court of extend time to accomplish various actions needed to

properly defend the case. (Supp. 208). Later, on May 7, 2013, an Answer was filed. (Supp. 212

thru 218). The Court of Appeals, sua sponte, ordered the Presiding and Administrative Judge of

the Juvenile Court to prepare and transmit to the Court of Appeals the transcript of the

Magistrate Kelley hearing setting out the agreement between the attorneys representing the news

media and juveniles conceming reporting on the case and the docket and journal entries of the 12

cases involving the six Juveniles. (Supp. 219). The Presiding and Administrative Judge

complied with the Order and filed the items ordered by the Court of Appeals. (Supp, 1 tlurtz 159).

The assistant prosecuting attorney representing Judge Hunter requested that the Court of

Appeals consolidate this case with a sirnilar one filed by Scripp's Media Inc., d/b/a WCPO over

the similar issues and to order a complete transcript of proceedings in all twelve Juvenile cases

because various media requests and rulings liad been made through the pendency of the twelve

Juvenile Court cases. The Enquirer and Scripp's media objected to the additional transcripts on

the basis that the assistant prosecuting attorney requested that the limitations of Juv. R. 37 be

3 Sincc; this was an original action, not an appeal, Juv. R. 37(B) limits the abiliry of a prosecuting attorney to order a
transcript of proceedin.gs without authorization of the Judge of the Juvenile Court.
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imposed upon. the use of tb.e transcripts. The Court of Appeals consolidated the two cases for

certain issues4 , but denied the request for additional transcripts. (Supp. 220, 221).

Thereafter, cross motions for Summary Judgment were filed. The merits of the case had

been set for argument on July 31, 2013, but the events surrounding the "Entry of Contempt" and

appeal cause the Court of Appeals to vacate the hearing date.

E. The Scripp's Media case

The Scripps media filed a complaint in Case C-130247 requesting relief similar to that

requested by The Enquirer in case C-130183 as well as other relief. The Court of Appeals in the

Scripp's case sought and received an Order froni the Court of Appeals that the Magistrate Kelley

Agreement remain in effect until the case was resolved. (Supp. 276). Unlike the Enquirer

Alternative Writ, the Scripp's case did identify the September 17, 2012 order as the order being

stayed. This occurred before the transcript of the Kelley case had been ordered filed. (Supp.

219). The Scripp's case was punctuated by attorneys other than assistant prosecuting attorneys

attempting to represent Judge Hunter and Judge Hunter a filingpro se Motion to Dismiss. The

Court of Appeals struck the documents filed by Judge Hunter, pro se, and the other attorneys

because no appointment of counsel other than the prosecuting attorney had been sought in the

manner required by statute5. (Supp. 272).

F. The Content of the MaRistrate Kelley Agreement.

Because of the nature of the alleged acts of delinquency, all four television stations and

the Enquirer believed the progress of the Juvenile Court proceedings would be of public interest.

On August 24, 2012, the a,ttorneys representing all twelve Juveniles and five media outlets met

4 The Enquirer is the relator in two other cases pending in the court of appeal, C-1300072 and C-1300397.
5 See State ex rel. Gains v. Alaloney (2004) 102 Ohio St. 3d 254.
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and worked out an agreement. (Supp. 4 thru 19). Obviously, the attorneys representing the

Juveniles were concerned with the publicity concerning their clients.

With this background the two sides reached an agreement. The portion about the

continued. publication of the names was set out by Enquirer attorney Kent Wellington. In

reading the tem-is of this agreement, this Court must remember that there has to be quid pro quo

and the drafter is the Enquirer Attorney because he was the one stating it in the record.

Enquirer attomey Wellington begins by acknowledging that the first of the two main

issues is: "use of names." (Supp. 7,8). So, there must be some quid pro quo about the first of the

two maizl issues - the use of names. Enquirer attorney Wellington starts out his recitation of the

agreement on the "use of the names" issue by stating that the Enquirer already published the

names and that they would continue to "reference those to the extent it's appropriate." (Supp. 8).

A.t this point, there is no qzsicz' pro quo regarding names unless Enquirer attorney Wellington goes

on to define the term "to the extent it's appropriate." Enquirer attorney Wellington does exactly

that. He defined the term "to the extent it's appropriate" by stating:

"Now this is a compromise, and we should probably add that it's applicable to
these juvenile proceedings only.

The reporting about the Juvenile by name in the courtroom, we would like to be
able to have the right to reference those individuals when a verdict comes out. For
example, your honor, if four are found to be innocent and two are found to be guilty,
we'd like to be able to report the names of the two who are guilty or of the four who were
innocent."

(Supp. 8, 9; Kelly Tr. pg 8, In. 22 thru 25; pg 9, In. 1 thru 8). The coanproinise is that the

Enquirer agreed not to publish the names unless there was a split verdict and the attorneys for the

Juveniles withdrew their motion to close the hearing. That is the only way to understand this

agreement. Otherwise, there would be no consideration for the agreement of six attorneys

representing the six Juveniles to waive their right to ask that the hearing be closed to the public.

6



At the time the Juvenile record was filed, five juveniles entered plea bargains admitting their

involvement and one juvenile has not had his case resolved because of delays associated with

this litigation. The triggering mechanism for the Enquirer to use the names - split verdicts - has

not occurred. (Supp. 146 thru 159).

G. 1'he Media Attorneys forget what had been A, erg edupon before'Vlagistrate Kelley

The media attorneys became coneerned about their recollection of the terms of the

agreement. This is because it was not committed to writing by the attorneys involved. (Supp. 16

thru 19; Kelly Tr, pg.16, In. 22 thru pg. 19, In. 21). So, they filed a motion for the Court to

release the transcript two weeks after the Kelley hearing and two days after Judge Hunter first

reminded the media members not to publish the names ofthe Juveniles. (Supp. 63 thru 121).

The timing of this request also occurred after a significant event. The Juveniles were

designated "serious youthful offenders" on September 4, 2012. (Supp. 51 thru 62) At the

magistrate Kelley hearing, where the agreement between the media attorneys and attorneys for

the Juveniles was stated on the record, that a Serious Youthful Offender designation was being

sought by the prosecutor. (Supp. 19, 20, Kelly Tr. pg. 19, In. 22 thru pg. 20, In. 2). Once the

designation actually occurs, the hearings can no longer be closed to the public. See Ohio Juv. R.

27. But, the Kent Wellington recitation of the agreement specifically set out the type of change

in circumstance that would void the agreement as follows:

Of course if any of the six defendants are bound over, that changes things, and the
restrictions wouldn't apply in that case.

(Supp. 10; Kelly Transcript, p. 10, In. 1 thru 4).

A bindover transfers jurisdiction. to the general division of the Court of Common

Pleas. R. C. 2152.12. The serious youthful offender designation does not. R. C. 2152.121

and R. C. 2152.13. Thus the distinction set out by :VIr. Wellington makes sense because

7



the Court in which the case is to be heard changes with a bindover. The case progressed

and eventually, Judge Hunter denied the request for a transcript of the Kelly hearing to

the media attorneys based upon a literal interpretation of the Juv. R. 2(Y) and Ham. Cty.

Juv. R. 10(C). (Supp. 122 thru 133). Thus, at the time that this case, and the WCPO

case, was filed, the media attorneys had nothing more than their notes and recollections

as to the terms of the Magistrate Kelley agreement.

H. Joint Trials

Tt was assumed that the cases would progress together, when the September 17, 2012

order was issued. At first it appears that scheduling conflicts with the attorneys led to separate

proceedings in the 12 cases by default. Later, an order granting separate trials was entered on

February 19, 2013. (Supp. 134 thru 145).

1. The Orders of March 15, 2013 and March 25z2013 excluding the Enquirer

The Enquirer admittedly printed the names of the Juveniles after the agreement made on

the Enquirer's behalf by its attorney Kent Wellington not to print the names. (Supp. 163, 172

thru 186). The publication on the names was also prohibited by the September 17, 2012 order of

Judge Hunter. The remedy provided in Sup. R. 12(D) when a member of the media violates the

rule regarding photographing the proceedings is excltision of that media member from the court

room. There is no evidence that WCPO, WKRC, WXIX, or WLWT published the names of the

Juveniles in violation of the agreement recited in the Kelly transcript or the September 17, 2012

order. The reasonable remedy, was to exclude the media outlet, the Enqtiirer, from the hearings

and that is what Judge Hunter essentially did by Journal Entries dated March 15, 2013 and

March 25, 2013. (Appx. 18 thru 27). The members of the media who complied with the Kelley

agreement were permitted to continue to attend and cover the proceedings.



Since the Enquirer and Scripps Media objected to the motion to file transcripts of all

hearings, the actual proceedings leading to Judge Hunter's Orders of March 1.5, 2013 and March

25, 2013 is unknown. The orders do not cite violations of the Magistrate Kelley agreement.

Instead, as alleged in the Complaint, they cite an order issued September 17, 2012, by Judge

Hunter. The language of the September 17, 2012, Order regarding the Enquirer recites that the

names of the Juveniles and their parents may not be published. This language appears to be

copied from llam. Cty. Local.Iuv. R. 14(D). That ru.le is not cited in the September 17, 2012

Order.

Additionally, because the Court had not yet granted the motion for separate trials, it was

assumed on September 17, 2012, that all twelve cases would be tried together. The September

17, 2012 order was actually entered in only in two cases, 12-7306 and 12-7388, involving only

one of the six Juveniles. (Appx.28 thru 37).

In the other ten cases, there is no docketed order pertaining to the Enquirer issued on

September 17, 2012. Because at the time the September 17, 2012, order was issued joint trials

were presumed, orders barring the Enquirer from attending hearings on issued March 15, 2013 or

March 25, 2013 cited the September 17, 2012 order from cases 12-7306 and 12-7388 as the basis

:for exclu.sion. (Appx. 18 thru 27).

T. The March 15, 2013 and March 25 , 2013 Orders issued by Jud ê Hunter

The construction of Judge llunter's March 15 and March 25 order entitled "Entry

Revoking the Enquirer's Permission to Broadcast, Televise, Photograph, or Record Courtroom

Proceedings" is as follows:

1. The first sentence identifies a violation of an earlier order.

2. The second sentence identifies the order violated.

9



The remainder of the first paragraph quotes an order from on Septeniber 17, 2012
that limited publication on names, photography and the like by the Enquirer in
case 12-7306 and 12-7388.

4. The Final Sentence of the March 15, 2013 document imposes the penalty on the
Enquirer representatives set out in Superintendence Rule 12(D) excluding them
from the hearing. (Appx. 18 thru 27).

The Alternative Writ did not stay enforcement of the September 17, 2012 order by Judge

Hunter. It did not stay enforcement of the Magistrate Kelley agreement. These were addressed

in the Scripp's case, not The Enquirer case. (Supp. 276) The March 15, 2013, Entry imposed no

new restriction upon publication by the Enquirer. Instead, it only imposed the penalty of

exclusion, for violation of a September 17, 2012 order. The September 17, 2012, order was n.ot

mentioned in the Alternative Writ, and remained in e.f.fect. (Appx. 17)

K. The Events of June 24, 2013

On June 24, 2013, Judge Hunter allowed Enquirer representatives in the Courtroom as

required by the Alternative Writ for the disposition hearing in case 12-7366. The transcript of

that hearing indicates that both Jennifer Baker, an Enquirer reporter, and Jack Greiner

[misidentified as Jack Ryan] were permitted to attend the hearing of June 24, 2013. (Supp. 241,

242; Transcript June 24, 2013, p. 4, in. 2 thru p. 51n. 13).

On June 24, 2013, Judge Hunter also issued an order essentially restating the restrictions

set out in the un-stayed order of September 17, 2012, entered in cases 12-7306 and 12-7388.

This Order does recite .1=lana. Cty. Local .7i.sv. R. 14(D) as the basis for the restriction on the

Enquirer for publication of the names of the Juveniles. (Appx. 16).

L. The Contempt Hearing

The Enquirer filed a Motion to hold Judge Hunter in contempt because it alleged she

violated the Alternative Writ and Stay issued March 19, 2013. (Supp. 222 thnz 235). The Court

10



of Appeals set the matter for an Evidentiary Hearing on July 22, 2013, and gave the parties until

July 18, 2013, to file stipulated facts. Because a stipulation could not be reached, the parties

agreed to submit a "Joint Submission of Evidence" consisting of self authenticating certified

copies of the Transcript of Proceedings occurring before Judge Hunter on. June 24, 2013 in case

12-7366 as well as a certified copy of Judge Huriter's Order of June 24, 2013. (Supp. 236 thru

271).

The hearing itself was attended by Judge Hunter, but involved no testimony. Instead the

attorneys representing the Enquirer and the assistant prosecutor argued the law and facts

presented in the record before the Court of Appeals.

M. The Entry of Contenlpt

The July 23, 2013, Entry of Contempt assumes that the March 15, 2013, order, in

Juvenile case 12-7366 restricted publication by the Enquirer. It simply did not do that. It merely

applied a penalty of exclusion for violation of a prior order. (_Appx. 18 thru 27).

The issue before this Court is whether the Court of Appeals erred in finding Judge Hunter

in contempt. Judge Hunter has often disagreed with the arguments made by the assistant

prosecuting attorneys defending her in. her official capacity. On July 24, she issued a press

release containing a "Response to Contempt" setting out her argument as to why the

determination that she was in contempt was erroneous. It is attached hereto so that this Court

will have the benefit of her arguments concerning this appeal. (Appx. 38, 39).
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II. ARGUMENT

Proposition of Law I

It is axiomatic that settlements are favored in the law and that courts have
authority to enforce agreements. Settlement agreements are as binding,
conclusive, and final as if they had been incorporated into a judgment.

It is axiomatic that settlements are favored in the law and that courts have authority to

enforce agreements. See, Spercel v. Sterli.ngIndustnies, Inc. (1972), 31 Ohio St.2d 36, 38.

Settlement agreements are as binding, conclusive, and final as if they had been incorporated into

ajudgment. RE /YWA.XXInt'l., Inc, v. Realty One, Inc. (6"' Cir 2001), 271 F.3d 633, 466. It is

appropriate for courts to summarily enforce settlement agreements when there is no dispute as to

the terms. Id. Courts are not required to conduct an evidentiary hearing concerning the terms

of a settlement agreement in the absence of allegations of fraud, duress, undue influence, or

factual dispute concerning it's the existence or terms of the agreement. Mack v. .Polson Rubber

Co. (1984), 14 Ohio St.3d 34, 37.

Settlement agreements are contracts designed to terminate a claim by preventing or

ending litigation and they are valid and enforceable by any party to the agreement. Continental

W. Conciotniniuna Cnit Owners Assn. v. flowarcl E. Ferguson, Inc. (1996), 74 Ohio St.3d 501.

Such agreements may be written or oral. Spercel, supra at 40, REIMAX, supya at 646. In

contract, acceptance of an. offer may be made by "word, sign, writing, or act ... even silence and

inaction, under the proper circumstances can constitute acceptance," .Nilavai• v. C1sboYn (1998),

127 Ohio App.3d 1, 12.

Attomeys for parties to a lawsuit may confess judgment on their behalf or vacate a

judgment previously entered. Garrett v. Ilanshue (1895) 53 Ohio St. 482, 494. An attorney's

12



authorization to "negotiate and settle a client's claim need not be express, but may be ascertained

from the surrounding circumstances." Elliott v. General Motors Corp. (3d. Dist, 1991), 72 Ohio

App.3d 486, 488. A settlement entered into by az1 attorney authorized to negotiate and settle a

claim is enforceable regardless of whether the terms of the settlement were approved by, or

acceptable to the client. See, Argo Plastic Products Co. v. City of Clevelancl (1984) 15 Ohio

St.3d 389, 393, (holding settlement enforceable against the city for damages in the amount of

$500,000 agreed to by attorney when actual authority was only $2,500). Even unauthorized

settlements entered into by an attorney may be ratified by a client. Morr v. Crouch (1969), 19

Ohio St.2d 24. "Ratification may be implied... from the client's negligence, inaction, or

apparent acquiescence in the settlement." Id. at 29.

In this case, the Enquirer attorneys entered into a settlement agreen7ent with the

attorneys for the six Juveniles. It induced those attorneys not to exercise their rights to seek to

have the hearings closed in exchange for the Enquirer waiving its right to publish the names of

the Juveniles, absent a split verdict.

Every day, constitutional rights are waived. These waivers happen after al-rests during

police interviews. Waivers happen whenever a person pleads guilty to a criminal case. The right

to remain silent, the right to an attorney, the right to a jury trial, the right to confront accusers,

and the right to require the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt are all extremely

valuable constitutional rights that are waived routinely. Additionally, the ri.ght to be secure from

unreasonable searches can be implicitly waived by driving a car or even walking onto a

commercial aircraft or into an Ohio court room.

The First Amendment rights can also be waived. The United States Supreme Court has

held that publication rights may be waived. Although a majority of cases considez-ing

13



constitutional waivers concern contractual obligations, see, e.g., Snepp v. United States, 444 U.S.

507 (1980) (per curiczm) (considering a contract between the CIA and its former employee

regarding publication riglhts); .D.h''. C?veYrnyer C'o. v. Frick Co., 405 U.S. 174 (1972) (outlzning

the considerations relevant to determination of a contractual waiver of due process rights);

waiver is not required to be contractual form. In Cohen v. Cowles Media Co., 501 U.S. 663

(1991), the Supreme Court addressed whether the First Amendment prohibits a plaintiff from

recovering damages, under state promissory-estoppel law, for a newspaper's breach of a promise

of confidentiality given to the plaintiff in exchange for inforxnation. Id. at 665. The Court

allowed the claim to advance, despite "the absence of a contract, [which] creates obligations

never explicitly assumed by the parties." Id. at 668. With this determination, the Court implicitly

held that a party's voluntary promise to keep information confidential cozlstituted a valid waiver

of First Amendnlent rights, even in the absence of an enforceable contract.

In this case there was a contract with bargained for exchange. The attorney for the

Enquirer read out the terzns of the agreement in open court. Magistrate Kelley noted that "some

time" had been spent between the attorneys for the six juveniles and the media in working out an

agreement. The Enquirer attorney called it a "collaborative agreement." (Kelly Tp. pg. 7).

Since the terms were set out solely by the media attorneys, any ambiguity in the agreement must

be construed against the Enquirer. Piening v. Ent. Rent-A-Car of Cincinnati, Inc. (1s` Dist. 2007)

2007 -Ohio- 4709, & 19; Westfield Ins. Co. v. Factfindea° Marketing Research, Inc. (1" Dist.

2006)168 Ohio App.3d 391, 860 N.E.2d 145.

In short, the Enquirer waived its First Amendment rights regarding publication of the

names. Rather than close the courtroom to the public, the least restrictive manner in dealing with

the situation is to use the remedy of exclusion set out inSup. R. 12. And, that is exactly the
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effect of Judge Hunter's March 15 and 25, 2013 orders exchzding the Enquirer. The Alternative

Writ did not void or even mention the Magistrate Kelley agreement. Again, the actual affect of

Judge 1-lunter's Order of June 24, was to hold the Enquirer to the terms it had agreed to in the

Magistrate Kelley agreement.

Enforcement of the Magistrate Kelley agreement should not be basis to hold Judge

Hunter in contempt. To do so will invite media outlets to inveigle their way in to hearings by

inducing Juvenile's to waive their right to request closure of a hearing on a false promise to

restrict news coverage. It will also adversely impact Juvenile Court's all over the state. Since

agreements with news media will become unenforceable, every delinquency case a reporter

attends will be subject to a closure hearing. The net effect for the news media will be the

expenditure of Iegal .fees to hire attorneys to oppose the closure motions. The net effect upon tlie

public at large is that less information will be available for newsworthy Juvenile proceedings.

Proposition of Law yi

Where a Court order does not spell out the details of compliance in clear, specific
and unambiguous terms the exact duties and obligations imposed by the Court
order, it may not form the basis of a finding of contempt.

The Court of Appeals March 29, 2013 Altern:ative Writ did not specifically address Ham.

Cty. Juv. Ct. Local R. 14. It did not mention the reporting of the names of juveniles by the

Enquirer. It did not mention the Magistrate Kelley agreement. It did not mention the September

17, 2012 order.

In Morrow v. Becker (9`h Dist. 2012) unreported case 1Vo. 11 CA0066-M, 2012 WL

3641582, 2012 -Ohio- 3875 the Court held:

{¶ 53 }... Before a party may be held in contempt for disobeying a court order,
the prior order 4'must spell out the details of compliance in clear, specific and
unambiguous terms so that such person will readily know exactly what duties or
obligations are imposed upon him."Collette v. Collette, 9th Dist. No. 20423, 2001 WL
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986209 (Aug. 22, 2001).

Similarly, in Rohr v. Williams (7{' Dist. 2007) unreported case 06 MA 171, 2007 WL 4696807,

2007-Ohio-7207 explained:

{^- 36} This court has declared that "[a] party cannot be found in contempt if the
contempt charge is premised on a party`s failure to obey an order of the court and the
order is not clear, definite, and unambiguous and is subject to dual interpretations."
Contos, 7th Dist. No. 04MO3 at1.5, citing Clailcote v, Gleason Const. Co. (Feb. 6,
2002), 5th Dist. No. 01COA01397; Collette v. Collette (Aug. 21, 2001), 9th Dist. No.
20423; Marysville v. Wilson (July 20, 1994), 3d Dist. No. 14-94-8; Smith v. Smith (Jan.
13, 1994), 10th Dist. No. 93AP-958;1'n re Contenapt of Gilbert (Dec. 16, 1993), 8th Dist.
Nos. 64299, 64300. We also held:

{'^ 37} "A trial court cannot impose contempt sanctions on a party if the party cannot
know whether or not its actions violate the trial court's order. Merely because the trial
court knew what its order meant does not mean the parties knew what the order meant."
Id. at ^f 24.

In short, if a court order merely implies cross references to other documents or assttmes the

reader should know what the reader of the Order means, it cannot be the basis for a finding of

contempt.

The procedural posturc of this case demonstrates that the Court of Appeals erred in

finding Judge Hunter in Contelnpt of its Alternative Writ of March 29, 2013. The underlying

delinquency case is 12-7366. The Alternative Writ, in pertinent part, set out the following

requirements for compliance by Judge Hunter:

The court grants an alternative writ of prohibition ordering the respondent to stay the
enforcement of the documents dated March 15, 2013 and March 25, 2013, revoking The
Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or record courtroom
proceedings. Representatives of the Enquirer shall be permitted in the courtroom.

Other than allowing Enquirer representatives in her courtroom for case 12-7366, the only other

thing required of Judge Hunter was that her document dated March 15, 2013 could not be

enforced. The Enquirer, in defense of the "Entry of Contempt" will argue that the reference to

the'Vlarch 15, 2013 document really meant that Judge Hunter was precluded issuing any further
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orders that were consistent with Ham. Cty. Juv. R. 14(D); the Magistrate Kelley agreement; or,

her prior order of September 17, 2012. If that is what the Court of Appeals meant, it should have

placed those restrictions in its Alternative Writ issued March 29, 2013. It could not assume that

Judge Hunter knew what the meant, but failed to state.

The construction of Judge Hunter's March 15 "Entry Revoking the Enquirer's Peimission

to Broadcast, Televise, Photograph, or Record Courtroom Proceedings" is as follows:

1. The first sentenceidentifies a violation of an earlier order.

2. The second sentence identifies the order violated.

3. The remainder of the first paragraph quotes an order from on September 17, 2012
that limited publication on names, photography and the like by the Enquirer in
case 12-7366.

4. The Final Sentence of the March 1.5, 2013 document imposes the penalty on the
Enquirer representatives set out in Super.intendence Rule 12(D) excluding them
from the hearing. (Appx. 18 thru 27).

The Alternative Writ did not mention or stay the September 17, 2012 order by Judge Hunter. It

did not void or mention the Magistrate Kelley Agreenient. (Appx. 17). It did not even mention

Ham. Cty. Juv. R. 14(D).

Interestingly, in that partially consolidated case of State ex rel. Scripps Media, 7nc., v

Hunter C-130241, the Court of Appeals demonstrated that it could reference the September 17,

2012 order and the Magistrate Kelley agreement. Iza case C-130241 it explicitly staved

enforcement of the September 17, 2012 order an ordered the enforcement of the Magistrate

Kelley agreement. (Supp. 276).

In case C-13001.83, the Enquirer did not ask for, and the Court ofr-'^ppeals did not grant, a

stay the September 17, 2013 Order. The Enquirer did not ask for, and the Court of Appeals did
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not grant. a stay of enforcement of Ham. Cty. Juv. R. 14(D). The Enquirer did not ask for and

the Cou.rt of Appeals did not grant a stay of enforcement of the Magistrate Kelley agreement.

On June 24, 201.3, Judge Hunter allowed Enquirer representatives in the Courtroom as

required by the Alternative Writ. On June 24, 2013, Judge Hunter issued an order essentially

restating the restrictions set out in the un-stayed order of Septeniber 17, 2012, (this order was not

stayed in the case in which contempt was found). These restrictions are substantially similar to

those the un-stayed Magistrate Kelley agreement and identical to the restrictions contained in un-

stayed fIafn. Cty. Juv. R. 14(D).

The Entry of Contempt assumes that the March 15, 2013, order restricted publication by

the Enquirer. It simply did not do that. The F,ntry of Contempt should be vacated.

III. CONCLUSION

This Court should reverse the Judgment of the Court of Appeals finding Judge Hunter in

conteznpt issued on July 23, 2013.

Respectfully,

JOSEPH T. DETERS
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
HWILiI'^QN COUNTY, OH^C

Christian J. 'cl' îae`fer, 001^5'`4^Cot.u^.sel of Record
Jarnes W. H^rper, 00092
Assistant P osecuting Attorney
230 Eastnth Street, Suite 4000
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
(513) 946-3041(Schaefer)/(5 ?  3) 946-3 l 59 (Harper)
FAX (513) 946-301.8
chris.schaefer(a^hepros.org
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I hereby certify that a copy of this document was served upon each party of record in this
case by hand delivery on the 9`l' day of August, 2013 addressed to:

John C. Greiner (0005551)
Graydon Head & Ritchey, LLP
1900 Fifth Third Center
511 Walnut Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3157

,Chrisfian J. Sc^faefer, 0015"494
Assistant Pros'ecuting Attorney
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PLEAS, JUVENILE DIVISION
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PROSECUTIING ATTORNEY
HAMILTON COUNT'Y, OHIO
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IN THE

SUPREMF_, COURT OF OHIO

STATE OF OHIO EX REL. THE NO.
C'IItiTC'IN-NATI ENQUIRER

On Appeal from the Hamilton County
Petitioner Court of Appeals, First Appellate

District
vs>

Court of Appeals
THE HONORABLE TRACIE Case Number C-1301 83
HL^NTER, JUDGE, HAiVULTON
COUNTY COURT OF COMMON TH1S CASE ORI.Cr^TATED IN "Tl'IE

PLEAS, JUVENTILE DIVISION COURT OF APPEALS

Respondent

NOTICE OF APPEAL - Expedited Review Requested

Respondent, The Honorable Tracie Hunter, Judge, Haniilton County Court Of Common

Pleas, Juvenile Division, hereby gives notice of appeal to the Supreme Court of Olaio frozn the

Judgment of the Court of Appeals, First Appellate District, Harn:ilton County, Ohio entered in

Courrtof Appeals case number C-1301 83, on July 23, 2013, and labeled "Entry of Cor ►tempt'>

which found Judge Hunter in Contempt of the Court of Appeals. This case is an appeal as of

right as ciefined by S,Ct. Prac. R. 5.01(A)(3) because it originated in the Court of Appeals. 3udge

Hunter requests that the Supreme Court expedite the review of the Ezi.tr3T of Conta;rnpt

R.espectfully,

JOSEPl^-1 T. DETERS
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
HAMILTON COUNTY, 01110
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of Record

1an-ies W. Hz'per, 0009872
Assistant P• osecuting Attorney
230 East Nintli Street, Suite 4000
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
(513) 946-3041(Schaefer)/(513) 946-3159 (Harper)

FAX (513) 946-3018
chris.sc.haef^ r(^z?hcpros.c^r^

CERTIFICATE OF SER.VICE

1 hereby certify that a copy of this document was served upon each party of record in this
case by e-mail addressed to: jgreiner(,q-^)graydon.com and by ordinary U.S. mail aii the 24"` day of

3uly; 2013 addressed to:

John C. Greitaer (0005551)
Graydon Head & Ritchey, LLP
1900 Fifth Third Center
511 Walnut Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3157
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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

FIRST APPELLATE DISTRICT OF OHIO

HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

STATE EX REL. THE CINCINNATI
ENQUIRER,

Petitioner,

vs.

THE HONORABLE TRACIE M.
HUNTER,

Respondent.

Per Curiam.

CASE ItiTU. C-130183

EN?"'R Y OF CQNTFMP`'

ENTLR1^D
i 3

t^ 3J ^ 2 ^ ^0^

1D102897802

This matter came before the Coazrt on the motion of p6titianer, The Cincinnati

Enqui€er, urgirig this Court to find respondent the Honorable Tracie M. Hunter, a

judge of the Hamilton County Juvenile Court, in contempt of this Court's March 29,

2013, Alternative Writ, Judge Hunter presides over delinquency proceedings

brought against six juveziiles for the severe beating of a North College Iliit rn.an,

including a dispositional hearing on June 24, 2013. At that hearing, Judge Iiunter

imposed conditions of access upon 'I`lae Enquirer. The newspaper believed those

conditions to be in violation of our Alternative 'VVri.t, which stayed. Judge Hunter's

prior orders irrzpasing a name-publication resti-ietaon and denying The Enquirer

access to the proceedings on that basis:

A-4



UHIO FIRST DISTRICT CqURT +C}:F A:PPF..AL.S

On Juiy 22, 2013, Judge Hunter appeared in this Court uith statutory

counsel, Christian J. Schaefer and James W. Harper, for a hearing on The Enquirer's

contempt motion. The Enquirer was represented by its counsel, John E. Greinerr and

.Darren Ford. In addition to the papers already filed in this original action, the

parties filed a joint Submission of Evidence composed of a certified copy of Judge

Hunter's June 24, '2013; entDr and a transcript of the proceedings held that day in

juvenile case number 12-7366. At the hearing, the parties offered argument on the

motion but declined the opportunity to produce additional e^,ridence.

R.C. 2705.02(A) provides that a person guilty of the disobedience of, or

resistance to, "a lawful writ, process, order, rule, judgment, or command of a court"

may be punished for contempt. A court's contempt power is employed to ensure the

effective administration of justice, to secure the dignity of the court, and to affirm the

supremacy of the law. ,.^ee Cramer V. Petrie, 70 Ohio St. ,d 131, 3'33, 637 N.E.2d 882

(19g4). A civil-eonterztpt sanction is imposed to coerce a pan), in Niolation of the

court's orders-the contemnor-to comply and to reTnedy the harm caused to other

parties by its disobedience. See Browrx v. Execzttive 2000, Inc., 64 Ohio St.2d 25o,

253, 416 N.E.2d 61o (zg$o); see also ConTex, Iiic. v. Consol; Technolrrgies, InC., 40

Ohio App>3d 94, 531 r7.E.2d. 1353 (zst Dist.x988).

Afindixig of civil contempt requires clear and convincing evidence of the

contemnor's disobedience. See Brown at 2_53. Proof of purposeful, willful, or

intentional violation of a court's order is not a prerequisite to a finding of ci-6l

contempt. See Pugh v. Prigh, i.,-, Ohio St.8d 136, 140, 472 N.E.2d 1085 (1984). The

fact that a contemnor acted innocently and not in intentional disregard of a court's

order is not a defense to a charge of civil contempt. See 1^ndham Bank v.

ENTERED

2 JUL 2 3 2013
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OHIO FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS

Tomaszczyk, 27 Ohio St.2d 55, 271 N.E.2d 815 (1971), at paragraph three of the

syllabus.

On March 15, 2013, Judge Hunter journalized an entry revokirig The

Enquirer's permission to broadcast, tele-6se, photograph, or record courtrooni

proceedings in case nuniber 12-7366. As Judge Hunter stated in the entty, the

permission had been revoked based upon The Enqu.irer's violation of her September

17, 2012, order prohibiting the media from publishing the names of the juveniles and

their parents "for all current and future proceedings regarding this matter."

Pursuant to the March 15, 2013, entry, Judge Hunter or her court personnel

der► ied Enquirer reporter Jennifer Baker entry into the courtroorn on March i8 and.

March 25, 2013. On 1Vlarc:h 18, Baker was first instructed to wait outside Judge

Hunter's sixth-floor courtroom but then was told by the court bailiff to wait in the

first-floor lobby while the court proceedings were under way. Other representatives

of the media were admitted to the court proceedings.

In response to Judge Huriter's actioras, The :Enquirer, sought relief in this

Court from her order imposing a name-publication restriction and denying The

Enquirer access to the juvenile proceedings on that basis.

On March 29, 2oY3, this Court journalized an Eritry Granting Alternative Writ

of Prohibitzon and Establishing Time. The Alternative Writ ordered Judge Hunter

"to stay enforcement of the documents dated March 15, 2013 and March 25, 2013,

revoking The Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or

record courtrc,crm proceedings. Representatives of The Enquirer shall be permitted

in the courtroom." The Alternative Writ stayed enforcemerzt of the name-publication

restrictioz: that was the basis of Judge Hunter's March 15 entry denying °Zhe Enquirer

ENTERED

JUL 232p 1 3
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OHIO FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS

access to her crsurtroom. Judge Hunter was personally served -vtirith a copy of the

Alternative Writ on March 29, 2013,

On June 24, 2013, Judge Hunter held a dispositional hearing in case number

12-7366. At the beginning of the hearing, Judge Hunter announced that she had

journal"zzed an entry granting The Enquirer's application to attend the hearing. The

judge read the entry aloud in open courrt. The pertinent parts of the entry are

provided as 1'ollows:

This applicant x,^Tas previously barred from attending all future

proceedings irk this matter after violating this Court's conditions in a

previous hearing, whereby this Court granted permission to

liroadca.st. This Entry neither alters nor amends this Court's previous

Orders or this Court's pencling or future Orders, which shall be

decided :upoti proper Motion to this Court on a case by case basis.

'1 he Court, upon consideration of the above reciuest,. pursuant

only to the First Distr^ct Court's Order, while a lawsuit litigating these

issues, is pezad:ir►g, hereby grants its authorization to broadcast,

televise, photograph, or otherwise record judicial proceedings in the

above captioned matter, subject to the follotiving conditions:

^**

Names of the Defendants and their parents are barred from

publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings

regardirrg this matter.

ENTERED

JUL 2 3 2013

4
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OHIO FIRST DISTRICT COURT ®FA.PPEA.I,S

If media applicant violates this order, the Judge may revoke

violator(s) permission to broadcast, videotape, photograph, or record

all future courtroom proceedings; and additionally may take any

other actions available under ia-vv.

'I'hus, despite acknowledging this Court's order, Judge I•iunter nonetheless placed of

record an entry that she maintained "neitber alter[ed] nor amend[ed] this Court's

pre«ous Orders." ' Judge Hunter's entry again imposed the name-publication

restriction as a condition of access in violation of our ,A3ternative Writ staying, or

suspending the effect of, the March 15 eritry, and ordering that The Enquirer be

admitted to the juvenile proceedin.gs:

Wben The Enquirer's counsel attempted to object to the revived publication

restriction, Judge Hunter refused to hear the objection as reflected i<z the transcript

of the hearin:g:

MR. [GR.EI1`d"EIZ]: Your Honor-

THE COURT: -* * * Please do not interrupt my court

proceeding.

MR. [GREINER]: I believe you ga-ve the opportunity to

abjeet.

THE COURT: I'rn sorzy?

MR. [GRFINER]: I thought you said if there was an

objection, as you read the entry, I believe you said if any party objects,

there would be a closure hearing to the conditions.

EN TER ED
JUt 2 3 2013

5
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OHIO FZRST DISTRICT CQUR.T OF .APPEa'kLS

THE COURT: No, there -will be a closure hearing to

objectin:g to media access. But I advise you to sit down or you are

going to be - thank you.

An order issued by a court: with jurisdiction over the subject matter and the

person must be obeyed by the parties until it is reversed by orderly and proper

proceedings. See Bd: Of Edrt. Of Hamflton Citz,{ School Dist. v. Hamilton Classrooni

Teachers Assn., 5 Ohio App.3d 51, 53, 449 N.E.2d 26 (12th Dist.1982), citing United

States v. United Mine Workers of America, 330 U.S. ^258, 302-303, 67 S.Ct. 6777 9x

L.Ed. 884 (1947)> see a.lso Rowell v. Smith, 133 Ohio 5t.3d 288, 2o12-Ohia-43.13> 978

N.E.2d 146; t 3o ("a party must not be perrnitted to ignore a court's order, even when

she disagrees with it."). Judge Hunter is a party to this original action. Her status as

a}udicial officer does not exempt her from compliance with this Court's orders.

Thus the Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that by journalizing the

June 24, 2013, entry Judge Hunter disobeyed this Court's March 29, 2013,

Alternative Writ. Judge Hunter is in civil contempt of this Court's Writ.

To purge her contempt, Judge Hunter mustjournalize an enrtryvacating her June

24, 2013, entry forthv+ith, and provide this Court with a certified copy of that erztry no later

than 4:04 P.M., JUly 25,2013.

It is so Ordered.

HEl.pEBKA(KDT, P..T.S CUNNING FiAM and DINECELA,.C:KEt2, JI

To the clerk:

Enter upon the jciurna f the court on _ JUi- 2 3 2013

per order of the court •

Presiding Judge

6

n ENT^^-{Ep
JU^ 232013
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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

FIRST APPELLATE DISTRICT OF OHIO

HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

STATE EX REL. THE CINCINNATI
ENQUIRER,

Petitioner,

vs.

TIiE HONORABLE TRACIE M.
HUNTER,

Respondent.

Per Curiam.

ENTEREO

JU1

oimxv,enx 23t0i3

CASE NO. C-i.3oY83

This matter came before the Court on the motion of petitioner, The Cincinnati

Ealquirer, urging this Court to find respondent the Honorable Tracie M. Hunter, a

judge of the Hamilton County Juvenile Court, in contempt of this Court's March 29,

2013, Alternative Writ. Judge Hunter presides over delinquency proceedings

brought against six juveniles for the severe beating of a North College Hill man,

including a dispositional hearing on June 24, 2013. At that hearing, Judge Hunter

imposed conditions of access upon The Enquirer. The newspaper believed those

conditions to be in violation of our Alternative Writ, which stayed Judge Hunter's

prior orders imposing a name-publication restriction and denying The Enquirer

access to the proceedings on that basis.
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OHIO FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APpEA.I.S

On July 22, 2013, Judge Hunter appeared in this Court ti^rith statutory

counsel, Christian J. Schaefer and James W. Harper, for a hearing on The Enquirer's

contempt motion. The Enquirer was represented by its counsel, John C. Greiner and

Darren Ford. In addition to the papers already filed in this original action, the

parties filed a joint Submission of E-vridence composed of a certified copy of Judge

Hunter's June 24, 2013, entry and a transcript of the proceedings held that day in

juvenile case number 12-7366. At the hearing, the parties offered argument on the

motion but declined the opportunity to produce additional w6dence.

R.C. 2705.02(A) proNrides that a person guilty of the disobedience of, or

resistance to, "a lawcul writ, process, order, rule, judgment, or command of a court"

may be punished for contempt. A court's contempt power is employed to ensure the

effective administration of justice, to secure the dignity of the court, and to affirm the

suprernacyof the law. See Cr•az ner v. Petrie, 70 Ohio St.3d 131, 133, 637 N.E.2d 882

(2994). A civil-contempt sanction is imposed to coerce a party in iiolatiozi of the

court's orders-the contemnor-to comply and to remedy the harm caused to other

parties by its disobedience. See Brown v. Executrue 2000, Inc., 64 Ohio St.2d 250,

253, 416 N.E.2d 610 (1g8o); see also Con'1'ex, Inc. v. Consot. Technologies, Inc., 40

Ohio App.3d 94, 531 N.E.2d 1353 (zst Dist.xq88).

A finding of civil contempt requires clear and convincing evidence of the

conten-inor's disobedience. See Brown at 253. Proof of purposeful, willful, or

intentional violation of a court's order is not a prerequisite to a finding of civil

contempt. See Pugh v. Pugh, 15 Ohio St.3d 136, 140, 472 N.E.2d 1085 (1984). The

fact that a contemnor acted innocently and not in intentional disregard of a court's

order is not a defense to a charge of civil contempt. See Windham Bank v.

ENTERED

2
1

JUL 2 3 2013
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OHIO FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS

Tomaszczuk, 27 Ohio St.2d 55, 271 N.E.2d 815 (1971), at paragraph three of the

syllabus.

On March 15, 2013, Judge Hunter journalized an entry revoking The

Enquirer's permission to broadcast, te]e^ise, photograph, or record courtroom

proceedings in case number 12-7366. As Judge Hunter stated in the entry, the

permission had been revoked based upon The Enquirer's violation of her September

17, 2012, order prohibiting the media from publishing the names of the juveniles and

their parents "for all current and future proceedings regarding this matter."

Pursuant to the March 16, 2013, entry, Judge Hunter or her court personnel

denied Enquirer reporter Jennifer Baker entry into the courtroom on March 18 and

March 25, 2013. On March 18, Baker was first instructed to wait outside Judge

Hunter's sixth-floor courtroom but then was told by the court bailiff to wait in the

first-floor lobby while the court proceedings were under way. Other representatives

of the rriedia were admitted to the court proceedings.

In response to Judge Hunter's actions, The Enquirer sought relief in this

Court from her order imposing a name-publication restriction and denying The

Enquirer access to the juvenile proceedings on that basis.

On March 29, 2013, this Court journalized an Entry Granting Alternative Writ

of Prohibition and Establishing Time. The Alternative Writ ordered Judge Hunter

"to stay enforceznent of the documents dated March 15, 2013 and March 25, 2013,

revoking The Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or

record courtroom proceedings. Representatives of The Enquirer shall be permitted

in the courtroom." The Alternative Writ stayed enforcement of the name-publication

restriction that was the basis of Judge Hunter's March 15 entry denying The Enquirer

ENTERED

JUl 2 3 2013
3
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OHIO FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APF'EALS

access to her courtroom. Judge Hunter was personally senTed with a copy of the

Alternative Writ on March 29, 2013.

On June 24, 2013, Judge Hunter held a dispositional hearing in case number

12-7366. At the beginning of the hearing, Judge Hunter azinounced that she had

journalized an entry granting The Enquirer's application to attend the hearing. The

judge read the entry aloud in open court. The pertinent parts of the entry are

provided as follows:

This applicant was previously barred from attending all future

proceedings in this matter after violating this Court's conditions in a

pre^,ious hearing, whereby this Court granted permission to

broadcast. This Entry neither alters nor amends this Court's previous

Orders or this Court's pending or future Orders, which shall be

decided upon proper Motion to this Court on a case by case basis.

The Court, upon consideration of the above request, pursuant

only to the First District Court's Order, while a lawsuit litigating these

issues, is pending, hereby grants its authorization to broadcast,

televise, photograph, or otherwise record judicial proceedings in the

above captioned matter, subject to the following conditions:

Nanies of the Defendants and their parents are barred from

publication or broadcast for aIl current and future proceedings

regarding this matter.

rENTERED
JUL 23201 3

4
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OHIO FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS

If media applicant violates this order, the Judge may revoke

violator(s) permission to broadcast, videotape, photograph, or record

all future courtroom proceedings; and additionally may take any

other actions available under law.

Thus, despite acknoNviedgzng this Court's order, Judge Hunter nonetheless placed of

record an entry that she maintained "neither alter[ed] nor amend[ed) this Court's

previous Orders." " Judge Hunter's entry again imposed the name-publication

restriction as a condition of access in violation of our Alternative Writ staying, or

suspending the effect of, the March 15 entry, and ordering that The Enquirer be

admitted to the juvenile proceedings.

When The Enquirer's counsel attempted to object to the revived publication

restriction, Judge Hunter refused to hear the objection as reflected in the transcript

of the hearing:

MR. [GR.EIIVER]:

THE COURT:

proceeding.

Your Honor-

** * Please do not interrupt my court

MR. [GRF.INER]; I believe you gave the opportunity to

object.

THE COURT:

MR [GRE, INER]:

I'm sorry?

I thought you said if there was an

objection, as you read the entry, I believe you said if any party objects,

there would be a closure hearing to the conditions.

5

L O132 3 20 13
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OHIO FMST DISTRICT CCQUR.T nF APPEALS

THE CC7URT: No, there will be a closure hearing to

objecting to media access. But I advise you to sit down or you are

going to be - thank you.

An order issued by a court with jurisdiction over the subject matter and the

person must be obeyed by the parties until it is reversed by orderly and proper

proceedings. See 13d. Of Edn. OfHamilton Citij Schaol.l7ist. u, flarrzitton Classroorrz

Teachers Assn., 5 Ohio App.3d 51, 53, 449 N.E.2d 26 (12th Dist.x982), citing United

States v. IJrcited Mine Workers of A»terzcn:, 330 U.S. 258, 302-303, 67 S.Ct. 677, 91

L.Ed. 884 (1947); see also Kowetl v. Smith, 133 Ohio St.3d 288, 2012-Qhio-4313> 978

N.E.2t1146, ^ 3o ("a party must not be permitted to ignore a court's order, even when

she disagrees with it."), Judge Hunter is a party to this original action. Her status as

a judicial officer does not exempt her from compliance tivith this Court's ord.ers.

Thus the Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that by journalizing the

June 24, 2013, entry Judge Hunter disobeyed this Court's March 29, 2013,

Alternative Writ. Judge Hunter is in ciNi1 contempt of this Court's Writ,

To purge her contempt, Judge Hunter must journ.alize an entry vacating her June

24, 2013, entry forthwith, and provide this Cotirt "ith a certified copy of that entry no later

than 4:0o p,m., July 25, 2013.

It is so Ordered.

HII..DEBRrtNDT, P.,T., +CliNNtNGHAM and DI!lKEL,ACKER,,T,T.

To the clerk:

Enter upon the journarna^court on JUL Z 3 2013

per order of the court

Presiding Judge

6 n

2013

^^
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CEPT«f!N^EA I T,rC4N COUNTY, OHIO

t her+^by certify^Vf^lLE COURT
document is a trtse copy
of t,e or^3^na arl iiis ^n

the Hamilton Ctunty CASE NC7. 12-7366
t:..snr.;aePt`ne ss4 .

ANTONIO HENDRIX
.^,

5 JUDGE TRACIE M. HUNTER

autjr Clark,

ENTRY GRANTING RESTRfCTEDACCESSTL?
B ROADCAST, TELEVISE, RECORD OR
PHOTOGRAPH COURTROOM PROCEEDINGS

The person(s) beiow requested permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or
otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case.

Cincinnati Enquirer, Applicant

This applicant was previously barred from attending all future proceedings in this matter after
violating this Court's conditions in a previous hearing, whereby this Court granted permission to
broadcast. This Entry neither alters nor amends this Court's previous Orders or this Court's pending
or future Orders, which shall be decided upon proper Motion to this Court on a case by case basis.

The Court, upon consideration of the above request, pursuant only to the First District
Court's Order, while a lawsuit litigating these issues, is pending, hereby grants its authorization to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record judicial proceedings in the above captioned
matter, subject to the following conditions:

All persons approved to broadcast, televise, photograph, or record courtroom
proceedings must comply with Ohio Rules of Superintendence, Rule 12; and Rule 14 of the
Ru(es of Practice of the Hamilton County Juvenile Court.

Broadcasts, videotapes, photographs and recordings may i n clude full images and sound
of the judge and all courtroom staff.

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12 and Rule 14 of the Rules of Practice, all
victims and witnesses may object to being filmed, videotaped, recorded, or photographed.
If they do object, they MAY NOT be filmed, videotaped, recorded, or photographed.

Juvenile Defendants may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the Defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings regarding
this matter. Photographing the Defendants' parents is prohibited, as it may compromise the safety of
the juveniles. If Defendants object at any time, a closure hearing shall be conducted,

If media applicant violates this order, the Judge may revoke violator(s) permission to
broadcast, videotape, photograph, or record all future courtroom proc dings; and additionally may
take any other actions available under law.

G ^y dol,3
1121007366 0612412013

Judge Tracie M. Hunter ate

"J7797417 • E03
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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

FIRST APPELLATE DISTRICT OF OHIO
D4fl1a9a777

HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

STATE ex rel. THE CINCINNA"I'.l ENQUIRER, APPEAL NO. C-130183

Petitioner,

vs.

THE HONORABLE TRACIE HUNTER,

Respondent.

ENTRY GRANTII°1G ALTERNATIVE
WRIT OF PROHIBITION
AND ESTABLISHING TIME

ENTERED

MAR 29 2013

This came to be considered upon the complaint for writ of prohibition, the naotioii for

preliminary injunction, and the memorandum in oppositiort to the mofiion, The court construes the

motion for preliminary injunction as a request for an alternative writ. The court grants an alternative

writ of prohibition ordering the respondent to stay the enforcement of the documents dated March

15, 2013 and March 25, 2013, revoking The Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to broadcast, televise,

photograph, or record courtroom proceedings. Representatives of the Enquirer shall be permitted in

the courtroom.

The court orders that a stipulated record be filed in this case on or before April 12, 2013.

The respondent shall have until April 26, 2013, to file a response to the complaint for writ of

prohibition. The petitioner shall have until May10, 2013, to file any motion or rnemoranduni in

reply.

ENTER UPON THE JOURNAL OF THE COURT
MAR Z g L013

PER ORDER OF THE COURT.BY:

Judge
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JUVENILE COURT
HAIVIILTON COUIoiTY, OHIO

IN RE: D. C. § CASE NUMBER: 12-7304

§ ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER'S
PERMISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

"The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This permission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Deft;ndant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and firture proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
eompromise the safety of the juveniles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced inatter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise i-ecord proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked.

Jud-gz Tracie M. Hunter
March 15, 2013

112l4107304 03/15l2013

IHflIBH
158* E03
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JUVENILE COURT
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE. A. H. CASE NUMBER: 12-7366

ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER'S
PERMISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
IZECORI) COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. 1'he Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtrooin proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This permission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Defendant nlay only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are bai-red from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of the juveiiiles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be cond.ucted. Otherwise, this jOurnalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced nzatter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photogr.aph, or otherwise recorci proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked.

!12/007366 03/1-5/2013

IOJIiu itli
`d7733t59" E03

f Judge Tracie M. I-lunter
Mareh 15, 2013
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JUVENILE COURT
HAMIL'1`ON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: A. H. CASE NUMBER: 12-7367

§ ENTRY REVOKING TH.E
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER'S
PER:MISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDIIoiGS

The Cincinnati I;taquirer listed the I)efendant`snarne and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The C'incinnati 13nquirer was granted permission to bi-oadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtrooin proceedings, on September 17, 2012. 'I'his permission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Defe.ndant rnay only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred frotn publication or broadcast for all current and ititure proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of the juveni.les. If Defendatit objects at any tialie;a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced nlatter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(I)); the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photol;raph, or otherwise recor.d proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked.

Judge Tracie M. Hunter
Marcll 15, 2013

/12/007367 0311512013

JIII1flIff
1'7733i62" E03
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JUVENILE COLJRT
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: L. C. § CASE NUMBER: 12-7307

§ ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER'S
I'ERMISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinrtati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This permission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Narnes of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
comproinise the safety of the juveniles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced niatter."

In accordance with Superiiitendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked. ^

, _.
^. _
Judge Tracie M. Hunter
March 15, 2013

1121007307 03115i2013

{ {

I

*J7733157* E03

__ _._....._....,.....
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JUVENILE COURT
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE, T. M. CASE NUMBER: 12-7285

§ ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER°S
PERMISSION TO BROAIICAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This permission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of the juveniles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced matter."

In accordarice with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked.

Judge Tracie M. Hunter T w-
March 25, 2013

t121007285 03125l2013

IINIIIHfl
`J7737250R E03
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JUVENILE COI:IRT
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: T. M. § CASE NUMBER : 12-7305

§ ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQiJYRER'S
PERMISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This pernaission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of the juveniles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced matter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked.

l12/007305 t)3f25J2013

~J7737299• E03

*TracieM,Judg er
March 25, 2013
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JUVENILE COURT
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: M. J. CASE NUMBER: 12-7279

§ ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER`S
PERMISSION TO RROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. 'I'his permission was conditiorlal in
that "Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of the juveniles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this joumalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced matter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case is

hereby revoked.Judge Tracie M. Hunter ^
March 25, 2013

1

!

12I007279 03125J2413

i III H H
*J7 E03

A-24



JUVENILE COURT
I3AMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: M. J. § CASE NUMBER: 12-7308

§ ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER'S
PERMISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This permission was conditional in
that "Jdvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of the juveniles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced matter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked.

Judge Tracie M. Hunter
March 25, 2013

/12/007308 03125f26 t3

BhLflhiIID
17737247' E03
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JUVENILE COURT
IIAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: T. 1VI. § CASE NUMBER: 12-7288

§ ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER'S
PERMISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOT'OGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This permission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter. Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of the juveniles, If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalizatiott reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced matter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked.

Judge Tracie M. Hunter
March 25, 2013

/1210)7288 03/25/2913

111111111111iiiiiiiiia
*J7737252* E03
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JUVENILE COURT
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: T.M, § CASE NUMBER: 12-7306

ENTRY REVOKING THE
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER'S
PERMISSION TO BROADCAST,
TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS

The Cincinnati Enquirer listed the Defendant's name and age in the March 12, 2013
newspaper. The Cincinnati Enquirer was granted permission to broadcast, televise, photograph,
or record courtroom proceedings, on September 17, 2012. This permission was conditional in
that "Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and
their parents are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings
regarding this matter, Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may
compromise the safety of thejuveniles. If Defendant objects at any time, a closure hearing will
be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects the policy for all future proceedings in the
above referenced matter."

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12(D), the Cincinnati Enquirer's permission to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record proceedings in the above captioned case is
hereby revoked,

"------__

Judge Tracie M. Hunter
March 25, 2013

!12/0N07306 03/25/2013

"J77372>1` E43
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HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO
JUVENILE COURT

TERREL MIZELL ^ CASE N:12f7288 12/7306

i^^^^^1^^^qN
JUDGE TRACIE M. HUNTER

§ APPLICATION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO
BROADCAST, TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPH, OR
RECORD COURTROOM PROCEEDINGS

The person(s) below hereby request permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record
proceedings in the above captioned case under the provisions of Ohio Superintendence Rule 12.
We hereby certify that the conditions for recording established by the Supreme Court of Ohio and such

rules as are established by this Court will be complied with and any cost arising therefrom shall be
borne by the undersigned applicant(s).

Cincinnati Errc^uirer
Applicant

The Court, upon consideration of the above request, hereby grants its authorization to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record judicial proceedings in the above captioned
matter, subject to the following conditions:

All persons approved to broadcast, televise, photograph, or record courtroom proceedings
must comply with Ohio Rules of Superintendence, Rule 12 attached to this application I order.

- All persons approved to broadcast, televise, photograph, or record courtroom proceedings must comply
with Ohio Rules of Superintendence, Rule 12.

Broadcasts, videotape, photographs and recordings may i n clude fuil images and sound of the
judge and all courtroom staff.

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12, all victims and witnesses may object to being
filmed, videotaped, recorded, or photographed; and if they do object, they MAY NOT be filmed,
videotaped, recorded, or photographed.

Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and their parents
are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings regarding this matter.
Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may compromise the safety of the juveniles.
If Defendants object at any time, a closure hearing will be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects
the policy for all future proceedings in the above referenced matter.

Seek permission from the prosecutor and defense counsel regarding filming them.

In ReTR, 52 OS 3r4 6(990)
Dicnatch v Greefl, 114 pS 3'0 511 (2007)
1`fational Sroadcasxina y Lak :.n ,nfv 52 pS 3'6 4 (1956)
Grineit v ve, 62 OS 2nd 359 (1980)
Plain Deaier v Ceau a.n rntv 90 OS 3t° 79{2000}
Carn:av y^^Qited States, 852 F 2"tl 15 7(1988)

^•-
.ludge Tracie M. Hunter Date
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RULE 12. Conditions for Broadcasting and Photographing Court I'roceedings.
(A) Presiding judge. The judge assigned to the trial or hearing shall permit the broadcasting
or recording by electronic means and the taking of photographs in court proceedings that are
open to the public as provided by Ohio law. After consultation with the media, t.he judge shall
specify the place or places in the courtroom where the operators and equipment are to be
positioned. Requests for permission for the broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking of
photographs in the courtroom shall be in writing and the written order of the judge shall be
made a part of the record of the proceedings.
(B) Permissible equipment and operators.
(1) Use of more than one portable television, videotape, or movie camera with one operator
shall be allowed only with the permission of the judge.
(2) Not more than one still photographer shall be permitted to photograph trial proceedings
without permission of the judge. Still photographers shall be limited to two cameras with two
lenses for each camera.

(3) For radio broadcast purposes, not more than one audio system shall be permitted in court.
Where available and suitable, existing audio pickup systems in the court facility shall be used
by the media. If existing audio pickup systems are not available, rnicrophones and other
electronic equipment necessary for the audio pickup shall be as inconspicuous as possible but
shall be visible.

(4) Visible audio recording equipment may be used by news media reporters with the prior
pernlission of the judge,

(5) Arrangements between or among media for "pooling" of equipment shall be the
responsibility of the media representative authorized to cover the proceeding. "Pooling"
arrangements are to be made outside the courtroom and without imposing on the judge or
courtpersannel. If disputes arise over arrangeinents between or among media representatives,
the judge may exclude all contesting representatives from the proceedings.
(6) The judge shall prohibit the use of electronic or photographic equipment that produces
distractirig sound or light. No artificial lighting otliet than that normally used in the
courtroom shall be employed, provided that, if the normal lighting in the courtroom can be
improved witliout becoming obtrusive, the judge may pezmit modification.
(7) Still photographers and television and radio representatives shall be afforded a clear view
but shall not be permitted to move about in the courtroom during court proceedings from the
places where they have been positioned by the judge, except to leave or enter the courtroom,
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Rule 12(B) Permissible Equipment and Operators
Not more than one portable television, videotape, or movie camera with one operator and not
more than one still photographer with two cameras shall be allowed. unless the judge
presiding at the trial or hearing specifically permits additional cameras or operators. Each of
the two still cameras permitted by the rule is limited to two lenses.
For purposes of radio broadcasting, not more than one audio system is permittede If an
existing audio system is available and suitable, it shall be used. If an audio system is not
available, then microphones and other necessary equipment "shall be as inconspicuous as
possible but must be visible."
Portable audio recording equipment may be used by reporters if it is visible and if the
permission of the judge presiding at the trial or hearing is first obtained.
All pooling arrangements are the responsibility of the media representatives. Pooling
arrangements must be made without involving the court. If any disputes arise, the judge may
exclude all contesting media representatives. .
Electronic or photographic equipment that produces distracting sound or light shall be
prohibited by the judge. No artificial lighting, other than that normally used in the courtroom,
is permitted unless the judge, upork request and after consultatian with the niedia
representatives, determines that the norm.aI light can be improved without becoming
obtrusive.
Still photographers and television and radio representatives shall not move about the
courtroorn from the place where they have been positioned by the judge, except to leave or
enter the courtroom.
Rule 12(C) Limitations
Audio pickup or broadcast of conferences in a court facility between-attomey and client or
between counsel and the judge are prohibited.
The trial judge must.advise victims and witnesses of their right to object to being filmed,
videotaped, recorded, or photograplzed.
No part of Rule 12 gives authority for media coverage where it is otherwise limited or
prohibited by law.
Whiie the court is in session, media representatives are not perrnit-ted to either transmit or
record anything from the courtroom other than court proceedings.
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(C) Iaimitations.
(I) There shall be iao audio pickup or broadcast of conferences conducted in a court facility
between attorneys and clients or co-counsel or of conferences conducted at the bench
between counsel and the judge.
(2) The_ judge shall inform victims and witnesse.s..of their right to object to being fi3med,
videotaped, recorded, or photographed.
(3) This rule shall not be construed to grant media representatives any greater rights than
permitted by law.
(4) Media representatives shall not be permitted to transmit or record anything other than the
court proceedings from the courtroom while the court is in session.
(I)) Revocation of permission. Upon the failure of any media representative to comply with
the conditions prescribed by this rule or the judge, the judge may revoke the permission to
broadcast or photograph the trial or hearing.

Commentary (July 1, 1997)
Rule 12 is analogous to €ormer C.P. Sup. R. i 1 and M.C. Sup. R. 9. Division (A) was revised
to include a reference to standards set forth in Ohio law, such as In re T R: (1990), 52 Ohio
St.3d 6, that govern public access to court proceedings. The 1997 amendments also
eliminated the prohibition against changing film and videotape during court proceedings.
RnEe 12(A) Presiding Judge
dhe judge assigned to the trial or hearing shall permit the broadcasting or recording by
electronic means and the taking of photographs in court proceedings open to the public, upon
request, if the judge determines that to do so would not distract the participants, iinpair the
dignity of the proceedings or otherwise materially interfere with the achievement of a fair
triai. Both the request for permiss°ron and the ruling on the request must be in writing and
made a part of the record of the proceedings.
The filming, videotaping, recording, or taking of photographs of victims or witnesses who
object shall not be permitted.
After consultation with the media the judge specifies the locations within the courtroom
where operators and equipment may be located. 'However, still photographers and television
and radio representatives must be given a clear view of the proceedings under.division
(B)(7).
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Rule 12(D) Revocation of Permission
If any media representative fails to comply with the conditions set by either the judge
or this rule, thp;udga may revoke the permission to broadcast or photograph the trial
or hearing
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HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO
JUVENILE COURT

TERREL MIZELL § CASE NO.12/7288 K217306D

/12/007306 0/17/2012 JUDGE TRACIE M. HUNTER

APPLICATION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO
BROADCAST, TELEVISE, PHOTOGRAPN, OR
RECORD COURTROOM PROCEEDINGS

--------

The person(s) below hereby request permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record
proceedings in the above captioned case under the provisions of Ohio Superintendence Rule 12.
We hereby certify that the conditions for recording established by the Supreme Court of Ohio and such

rules as are established by this Court will be complied with and any cost arising therefrom Aafi be
borne by the undersigned appiicant(s).

CiDginnati Enquirer
Applicant

The Court, upon consideration of the above request, hereby grants its authorization to
broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record judicial proceedings in the above captioned
matter, subject to the following conditions:

All persons approved to broadcast, televise, photograph, or record courtroom proceedings
must comply with Ohio Rules of Superintendence, Rule 12 attached to this application I order.

All persons approved to broadcast, televise, photograph, or record courtroom proceedings must comply
with Ohio Rules of Superintendence, Rule 12.

Broadcasts, videotape, photographs and recordings may i n clude full images and sound of the
judge and all courtroom staff.

In accordance with Superintendence Rule 12, all victims and witnesses may object to being
filmed, videotaped, recorded, or photographed; and if they do object, they MAY NOT be filmed,
videotaped, recorded, or photographed.

Juvenile Defendant may only be videotaped below the waist. Names of the defendants and their parents
are barred from publication or broadcast for all current and future proceedings regarding this matter.
Photographs of the defendants' parents are prohibited, as it may compromise the safety of the juveniles.
if Defendants object at any time, a closure hearing will be conducted. Otherwise, this journalization reflects
the policy for all future proceedings in the above referenced matter.

Seek permission from the prosecutor and defense counsel regarding filming them. ;

In ReTR, 52 OS 3+tl 6 (990)
rJisoatch v Creen, 114 OS 3b 511 (2007)
Nation IodastipQy j_ake rountv 52 OS 3'° 4(1990)
GrineU v Love, 62 OS 2nd 399 (1980)
PlaipQ^& v Geauoa . u,rv90OS3f°79(204D)
C'QMUXvoilgd Slates, 852 F 2"' 157 (1988) Judge Tracie M. Hunter ^ Date
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RULE 12. Conditions for Broadcasting and Photographing Court Proceedings.
(A) Presiding judge. The judge assigned to the trial or hearing shall pen-nit the broadcasting
or recording by electronic means and the taking of photographs in court proceedings that are
open to the public as provided by Ohio law, After consultation with the media, the judge shall
specify the place or places in the courtroom where the operators and equipment are to be
positioned. Requests for permission for the broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking of
photographs in the courtroom shall be in writing and the written order of the judge shal} be
made a part of the record of the proceedings.
(B) Permissible eclapipment andE operators.
(1) Use of more than one portable television, videotape, or movie camera with one operator
shall be allowed only with the permission of the judge,
(2) Not more than one still photographer shall be permitted to photograph trial proceedings
without perrn'sssion of the judge. Still photographers shall be limited to two carneras with two
lenses for ea.chcamera.
(3)1"•or radio broadcast purposes, not more than one audio system shall be permitted in court.
Where available and suitable, existing audio pickup systems in the court facility shall be used
by the media. If existing audio pickup systems are not available, microphones and other
electronic equipment necessary for the audio pickup shall be as inconspicuous as possible but
shall be visible.
(4) Visible audio recording equipment may be used by news media reporters with the prior
permission of the judge,
(5) Arrangernents between or among media for "pooling" of equipment shall be the
responsibility of the media representative authorized to cover the proceeding. "Pooling"
arrangements are to be made outside the courtroom and without imposing on the judge or
court personnel, If disputes arise over arrangements between or ainong media representatives,
the judge may exclude all contesting representatives from the proceedings.
(6) The judge shall prohibit the use of electronic or photographic equipment that produces
distracting sound or light. No artifcia; lighting other than that nonnally used in the
courtroom shall be employed, provided that, if the normal lighting in the courtroom can be
improved without becoming obtrusive, the judge may permit mvdiircation.
(7) Still photographers and television and radio representatives shall be afforded a clear view
but shall not be perxnitted to move about in the cozrrtroom during court proceedings from the
places where they have been positioned by the judge, except to leave or enter the courtroom.
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Rule 12(B) Permissible Equipment and Operators
Not more than one portable television, videotape, or movie camera with one operator and not
more than one still photograplier with two cameras shall be allowetl unless the judge
presiding at the trial or hearing specifically permits additional cameras or operators. Each of
the two still cameras permitted by the rule is limited to two Ienses.
For purposes of radio broadcasting, not more than one audio system is permitted. If an
existing audio system is available and suitable, it shall be used. If an audio system is not
available, then microphones and other necessary equipment "shall be as inconspicuous as
possible but must be visible."
Portable audio recording equipFnent may be used by reporters if it is visible and if the
permission of the judge presiding at the trial or hearing is first obtained.
All pooling arrangernents are the responsibility of the media representatives. Pooling
arrangements must be made without involving the court. If any disputes arise, the judge may
exclude all contesting media representatives.
Electronic or photographic equipment that producea distracting sound or light shall be
protiibited by the judge. No artificial lighting, other than that normally used in the courtroom,
is permitted unless the judge, upon request and after consultation with the media
repeesentatives, determines that the normal light can be improved without becoming
obtrusive.
Still photographers and television and radio representatives shall not move about the
courtroom from the place where they have been positioned by the judge, except to leave or
enter the courtroorr._
Rule 12(C) Limitatiorrs
Audio pickup or broadcast of conferences in a court facility between attorney and client or
betNveen counsel and the judge are prohibited,
The trial jud.ge must advise victims and witnesses of their right to object to being filtned,
videotaped, recorded, or photographed.
No part of Rule 12 gives authority for media coverage where it is otherwise limited or
prohibited by law.
While the court is in sessiori, media representatives are not perrriitted to either transmit or
record anytYting from the courtroom other than court proceedings.
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(C) Limitations.
(1) There shall be no audio pickup or broadcast of conferences conducted in a court facilit-y
between attorneys and clients or co-counsel or of conferences conducted at the bench
between counsel and the judge.
(2) The judge shall ihform victims and witnesses of their right to object to beiltg fiImed,
videotaped, recorded, or photographed.
(3) This rule shall not be construed to grant n7edia representatives any greater rights than
permitted by law.
(4) Media representatives shail not be permitted to transmit or record anything other than the
court proceedings from the courtroorn while the court is in session.
(D)12evoeation of permiss§on. Upon the failure of any media representative to comply with
the conditions prescribed by this rule or the judge, the judge may revoke the permission to
broadcast or photograph the trial or hearing.

Commentary (July 1, I997)
Rule 12 is analogous to former C.P. Sup. R. 1 Z and M.C. Sup. R. 9. Division (A) was revised
to include a reference to standards set forth in Ohio law, such as .tn re 2" R. (1990), 52 Ohio
St.3d 6, that govem public access to court proceedings. The 1997 amendments also
eliminated the prohibition against changing film and videotape during court proceedings.
Rule 12(A) Presiding Judge
The judge assigned to the trial or hearing shall permit the broadcasting or recording by
electronic means and the taking of photographs in court proceedings open to the public, upon
request, if the judge determines that to do so would not distract the participants, iriipair the
dignity of the proceedings or otherwise materially interfere with the achievement of a fair
trial. Both the request for perr:xission and the ruling on the request must be in writing and
made a part ot'the record of the proceedings.
The filming, videotaping, recording, or taking of photographs of victims or witnesses who
object shall not be permitted.
After consultation with the media the judge specifies the locations within the courtroont
where operators and equipment may be located. However, still photographers and television
and radio representatives must be given a clear view of the proceedings under division
(13)(7),
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Rule 12(I3) Revocation of Permission

If any media representative fails to comply with the conditions set by either the judge
or this rule, the judge may revoke the permission to broadcast or photograph the trial
or hearirag
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n iltoi t anCounty
Juvenile Court

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 24, 2013

. . _: ^ .. . . ^

CONTACT: Judge Tracie M. Hunter

Hamilton County Juvenile Court

$0013roadway, 12tb floor

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

(513) 946-9210

RESP(?NSE TO C4NTEN1PT

CINCINNATI, fIIT-The tenets and policies of Juvenile Court require Juvenile Court Judges to

do what is in the best interest of children. Children are treated differently than adults in order to

rehabilitate. While the laws protect the public's right to know, and the media's first amendment

rights to publish, these same laws also require a balancing act when dealing with juveniles,
which allows juvenile court judges to weigh the public interest versus the potential lharnn to a

child when making a determination whether or not to open or close a proceeding. Unlike adult

criminal proceedings, which are open to the public, juvenile proceedings are neither presumed
opened or closed. The laws, Ohio Rules of Superintendence and Hamilton County Local Rules of

Practice must guide a juvenile court Judge in making a critical decision as to whether or not to

open or close a juvenile delinquency proceeding.

In makin.g my decisions regarding opening cases to the media, I rely on Ohio Superintendence
Rule 12 and Rule 14 of the Rules of Practice of the Hamilton County Juvenile Court. These pre-
existing rules, which long proceed my judicial tenure, govern my courtroom operation.

RULE 12. Conditions for Broadcasting and Photographing Court Proceedings.

(A)Presiding judge. The judge assigned to the trial or hearing shall permit the broadcasting
or recording by electronic means and the taking of photographs in court proceedings that

are open to the public as provided by Ohio law. ... Requests for permission for the

broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking of photographs in the courtroom shall be in

writing and the written order of the judge shall be made a part of the record of the

proceedings.

(D) Revocation of permission. Upon the failure of any media representative to comply with

the conditions prescribed by this rule or the judge, the judge may revoke the permission to

broadcast or photograph the trial or hearing.

RULE 14. Broadcasting, Televising, Photographing, or Recording of Proceedings

(A) Request to Broadcast, Televise, Photograph, or Record Proceedings
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Requests for permission to broadcast, televise, phot®graph, or otherwise record courtroom
proceedings shall be submitted in writing to the judge or magistrate presiding over the hearing.
The request shall be made as far in advance as is reasonably possible, but in no event later than
24 hours before the hearing to be recorded. The judge or magistrate may waive the advance
notice provision for good cause. The court shall immediately attempt to inform the attorneys for
all parties of a request by the media through nieans most suitable to aclueve actual annd prompt

notice of the request.

(D) Victibns, Witnesses and Jurors; Identification of Parties
The filming, videotaping, recording, or photographing of a victim, witness, or juror is prohibited
without specific authorization of the court. If the subject matter of the proceeding is a child, the
name or identity of any party, witness, child, parent, or participant shall not be disclosed unless

by specific authorization of the court.

While as a Judge, I am not free to comment on pending cases, which limits my ability to defend
my decision to exercise judicial discretion in implementing the laws and rules, it is my practice
to strictly follow the aforementioned rules in every juvenile case, in a manner that protects the
best interest of the juveniles. Pursuant to evidence-based best practices, in juvenile justice
reform, if juveniles who offend early are properly rehabilitated with the least amount of trauma,
the Juvenile Coiut, can meet the objectives of treating children and reducing the recidivism rate.
It is with these goals in mind that I rule on a case by case basis to protect children each day.

I have never prohibited any nledia from attending any initial proceeding in my courtroom, if
proper application has been made, but I routinely bar the publishing of names in compliance with
Rule 14 at those proceedings. I have only barred a media from attending hearings after the
violation of my written rulings, pursuant to Rule 12(D). My rulings comply with Rule 14(D).

As a Judge, I would never disobey a higher Court Order. It is my belief that I was following a
Court Order, when subsequently charged and held in contempt. I was ordered to allow the barred
media to attend hearings in my courtrooxn:. Pursuant to the First District Court of Appeals, I
opened the hearings; the media was granted access and did attend the hearings. I followed Rule
14, as that it is the current Rule of Practice for Hamilton County. I was subsequently held in
contempt of court, to the best of my knowledge, for following Rule 14. At no time was any
media, prohibited or barred from attending any hearing in my courtroom after a court order.

Judicial Officers are held to the highest standards, and in following the rules of Court and the
existing laws of the land, while balancing the policies governing the treatment of children, I
believe that I have followed the law and upl,eld my judicial obligations to the public.

I ani appealing the fin.dang of contempt to the Ohio Supreme Court because I followed the Court
Order exactly as it was wri.tten. Appeal is the only remedy available to prove my conipliance.

_30..
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R.C. 309.09 Legal adviser - additional legal counsel.

(A) The prosecuting attorney shall be the legal adviser of the board of county
commissioners, board of elections, all other county officers and boards, and all tax-
supported public libraries, and any of them may require written opinions or instructions
from the prosecuting attorney in matters connected with their official duties. The
prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and defend all suits and actions that any such officer
, board, or tax-supported public library directs or to which it is a party, and no county
officer may employ any other counsel or attorriey at the expense of the county, except as
provided in section 305.14 of the Revised Code.

(B)

(1) The prosecuting attorney shall be the legal adviser for all township officers, boards,
and commissions, unless, subject to division (B)(2) of this section, the township has
adopted a limited home rule government pursuant to Chapter 504. of the Revised Code
and has not entered into a contract to have the prosecuting attorney serve as the township
law director, in which case, subject to division (B)(2) of this section, the township law
director, whether serving full-time or pari-time, shall be the legal adviser for all township
officers, boards, and commissions. When the board of township trustees finds it advisable
or necessary to have additional legal counsel, it may employ an attorney other than the
township law director or the prosecuting attorney of the county, either for a particular
matter or on an annual basis, to represent the township and its officers, boards, and
commissions in their official capacities and to advise them on legal matters. No such
legal counsel may be employed, except on the order of the board of township trustees,
duly entered upon its journal, in which the compensation to be paid for the legal s.ervices
shall be fixed. The compensation shall be paid from the township fund.

Nothing in this division confers any of the powers or duties of a prosecuting attorney
under section 309.08 of the Revised Code upon a towriship law director.

(2)

(a) If any township in the county served by the prosecuting attorney has adopted any
resolution regarding the operation of adult entertainment establishments pursuant to the
authority that is granted under section 503.52 of the Revised Code or if a resolution of
that nature has been adopted under section 503.53 of the Revised Code in a township in
the county served by the prosecuting attorney, all of the following apply:

(i) Upon the request of a township in the county that has adopted, or in which has been
adopted, a resolution of that nature that is made pursuant to division (E)(1)(c) of section
503.52 of the Revised Code, the prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and defend on
behalf of the township in the trial and argument in any court or tribunal of any challenge
to the validity of the resolution. If the challenge to the validity of the resolution is before
a federal court, the prosecuting attorney may request the attorney general to assist the
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prosecuting attorney in prosecuting and defending the challenge and, upon the
prosecuting attorney's making of such a request, the attorney general shall assist the
prosecuting attorney in performing that service if the resolution was drafted in
accordance with legal guidance provided by the attorney general as described in division
(B)(2) of section 503.52 of the Revised Code. The attorney general shall provide this
assistance without charge to the township for which the service is performed. If a
township adopts a resolution without the legal guidance of the attorney general, the
attorney general is not required to provide assistance as described in this division to a

.prosecuting attorney.

(ii) Upon the request of a township in the county that has adopted, or in which has been
adopted, a resolution of that nature that is made pursuant to division (E)(1)(a) of section
503.52 of the Revised Code, the prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and defend on
behalf of the township a civil action to enjoin the -violation of the resolution in question.

(iii) Upon the request of a township in the county that has adopted, or in which has been
adopted, a resolution of that nature that is made pursuant to division (E)(1)(b) of section
503.52 of the Revised Code, the prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and defend on
behalf of the township a civil action under Chapter 3767. of the Revised Code to abate as
a nuisance the place in the unincorporated area of the township at which the resolution is
being or has been violated. Proceeds from the sale of personal property or contents seized
pursuant to the action shall be applied and deposited in accordance with division

(E)(1)(b) of section 503.52 of the Revised Code.

(b) The provisions of division (B)(2)(a) of this section apply regarding all townships,
including townships that have adopted a limited home rule government pursuant to
Chapter 504. of the Revised Code, and regardless of whether a township that has so
adopted a limited home rule government has entered into a contract with the prosecuting
attorney as described in division (B) of section 504.15 of the Revised Code or has
appointed a law director as described in division (A) of that section.

The prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and defend in the actions and proceedings
described in division (B)(2)(a) of this section without charge to the township for which

the services are performed.

(C) Whenever the board of county commissioners employs an attorney other than the
prosecuting attorney of the county, without the authorization of the court of common
pleas as provided in section 305.14 of the Revised Code, either for a particular matter or
on an annual basis, to represent the board in its official capacity and to advise it on legal
matters, the board, shall enter upon its journal an order of the board in which the
compensation to be paid for the legal services shall be fixed. "Fhe compensation shall be
paid from the county general fund. The total compensation paid, in any year, by the board
for legal services under this division shall not exceed the total annual compensation of the

prosecuting attorney for that county.
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(D) The prosecuting attomey and the board of county coinmissioners jointly may contract

with a board of park commissioners under section 1545.07 of the Revised Code for the

prosecuting attorney to provide legal services to the park district the board of par^.
commissioners operates.

(E) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting attorney's discretion and with the
approval of the board of county commissioners, the legal adviser of a joint fire district
created under section 505.371 of the Revised Code at no cost to the district or may be the
legal adviser to the district under a contract that the prosecuting attorney and the district
enter into, and that the board of county commissioner approves, to authorize the
prosecuting attorney to provide legal services to the district.

(F) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting attorney's discretion and with the

approval of the board of county commissioners, the legal adviser of ajoint ambulance
district created under section 505.71 of the Revised Code at no cost to the district,ar may

be the legal adviser to the district under a contract that the prosecuting attorney and the

district enter into, and that the board of county commissioners approves, to authozize the

prosecuting attorney to provide legal services to the district.

(G) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting attorney's discretion and with the
approval of the board of county commissioners, the legal adviser of a joint emergency
medical services district created under section 307.052 of the Revised Code at no cost to
the district or may be the legal adviser to the district under a contract that the prQsecuting
attomey and the district enter into, and that the board of county commissioners approves,

to authorize the prosecuting attorney to provide legal services to the district.

(H) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting attorney's discretion arid with the
approval of the board of county commissioners, the legal adviser of a fire and ambulance
district created under section 505.375 of the Revised Code at no cost to the distric"t or
may be the legal adviser to the district under a contract that the prosecuting attorney and
the district enter into, and that the board of county commissioners approves, to authorize
the prosecuting attorney to provide legal services to the district.

(I) All money received pursuant to a contract entered into under division (D), (E), (F),

(G), or (H) of this section shall be deposited into the prosecuting attorney's legal services
fund, which shall be established in the county treasury of each county in which such a
contract exists. Moneys in that fund may be appropriated only to the prosecuting attorney
for the purpose of providing legal services to a park district, joint fire district, joint
anibulance district, joint emergency medical services district, or a fire and ambulance
district, as applicable, under a contract entered into under the applicable division.

A-42



R.C. 2152.12 Transfer of cases.

(A)

(1)

(a) After a complaint has been filed alleging that a child is a delinquent child for
committing an act that would be aggravated murder, murder, attempted aggravated
murder, or attempted murder if committed by an adult, the juvenile court at a hearing
shall transfer the case if either of the following applies:

(i) The child was sixteen or seventeen years of age at the time of the act charged a4id
there is probable cause to believe that the child committed the act charged.

(ii) "The child was fourteen or fifteen years of age at the time of the act charged, section
2152.10 of the Revised Code provides that the child is eligible for mandatory transfer,
and there is probable cause to believe that the child committed the act charged.

(b) After a complaint has been filed alleging that a child is a delinquent child by reason of
committing a category two offense, the juvenile court at a hearing shall transfer thc case
if the child was sixteen or seventeen years of age at the time of the act charged and either

of the following applies:

(i) Division (A)(2)(a) of section 2152.10 of the Revised Code requires the mandatory
transfer of the case, and there is probable cause to believe that the child committed the act

charged.

(ii) Division (A)(2)(b) of section 2152.10 of the Revised Code requires the mandatory
transfer of the case, and there is probable cause to believe that the child committed the act

charged.

(2) The juvenile court also shall transfer a case in the circumstances described in division
(C)(5) of section 2152.02 of the Revised Code or if either of the following applies:

(a) A complaint is filed against a child who is eligible for a discretionary transfer under
section 2152.10 of the Revised Code and who previously was convicted of or pleaded
guilty to a felony in a case that was transferred to a criminal court.

(b) A complaint is filed against a child who is domiciled in another state alleging that the
child is a delinquent child for committing an act that would be a felony if committed by
an adult, and, if the act charged had been committed in that other state, the child would be
subject to criminal prosecution as an adult under the law of that other state without the
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need for a transfer of jurisdiction from a juvenile, family, or similar noncriminal court to
a criminal court.

(3) If a complaint is filed against a child alleging that the child is a delinquent child and
the case is transferred pursuant to division (A)(1)(a)(i) or (A)(1)(b)(ii) of this section and
if the child subsequently is convicted of or pleads guilty to an offense in that case, the
sentence to be imposed or disposition to be made of the child shall be determined in
accordance with section 2152.121 of the Revised Code.

(B) Except as provided in division (A) of this section, after a complaint has been filed
alleging that a child is a delinquent child for committing an act that would be a felony if
committed by an adult, the juvenile court at a hearing may transfer the case if the court
finds all of the following:

(1) The child was fourteen years of age or older at the time of the act charged.

(2) There is probable cause to believe that the child conunitted the act charged.

(3) The child is not amenable to care or rehabilitation within the juvenile system, and the
safety of the community may require that the child be subject to adult sanctions. In
making its decision under this division, the court shall consider whether the applicable
factors under division (D) of this section indicating that the case should be transferred
outweigh the applicable factors under division (E) of this section indicating that the case
should not be transferred. The record shall indicate the specific factors that were
applicable and that the court weighed.

(C) Before considering a transfer under division (B) of this section, the juvenile court
shall order an investigation into the child's social history, education, family situation, and
any other factor bearing on whether the child is amenable to juvenile rehabilitation,
including a mental examination of the child by a public or private agency or a person
qualified to make the examination. The investigation shall be completed and a report on
the investigation shall be submitted to the court as soon as possible but not more than
forty-five calendar days after the court orders the investigation. The court may grant one
or more extensions for a reasonable length of time. The child may waive the examination
required bv this division if the court finds that the waiver. is competently and intelligently
made. Refusal to submit to a mental examination by the child constitutes a waiver of the
examination.

(D) In considering whether to transfer a child under division (B) of this section, the
juvenile court shall consider the following relevant factors, and any other relevant factors,
in favor of a transfer under that division:
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(1) The victim of the act charged suffered physical or psychological harm, or serious
economic harm, as a result of the alleged act.

(2) The physical or psychological harm suffered by the victim due to the alleged act of
the child was exacerbated because of the physical or psychological vulnerability or the

age of the victim.

(3) The child's relationship with the victim facilitated the act charged.

(4) The child allegedly committed the act charged for hire or as a part of a gang or other
organized criminal activity.

(5) The child had a firearm on or about the child's person or under the child's control at
the time of the act charged, the act charged is not a violation of section 2923.12 of the
Revised Code, and the child, during the comm.ission of the act charged, allegedly used or
displayed the firearm, brand.ished the firearm, or indicated that the child possessed a

firearm.

(6) At the time of the act charged, the child was awaiting adjudication or disposition as a
delinquent child, was under a community control sanction, or was on parole for a prior
delinquent child adjudication or conviction.

(7) The results of any previous juvenile sanctions and programs indicate that
rehabilitation of the child will not occur in the juvenile system.

(8) The child is emotionally, physically, or psychologically mature enough for the

traiisfer.

(9) There is not sufficient time to rehabilitate the child within the juvenile system.

(E) In considering whether to transfer a child under division (B) of this section, the
juvenile court shall consider the following relevant factors, and any other relevant factors,

against a transfer under that division:

(1) The victim induced or facilitated the act charged:

(2) The child acted under provocation in allegedly committing the act charged.

(3) The child was not the principal actor in the act charged, or, at the time of the act
charged, the child was under the negative influence or coercion of another person.

(4) The child did not cause physical harm to any person or property, or have reasonable
cause to believe that harm of that nature would occur, in allegedly committing the act

charged.
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(5) The child previously has not been adjudicated a delinquent child.

(6) The child is not emotionally, physically, or psychologically mature enough for the

transfer>

(7) The child has a mental illness or is a mentally retarded person.

(8) There is sufficient time to rehabilitate the child within the juvenile system and the
level of security available in the juvenile system provides a reasonable assurance of

public safety.

(F) If one or more complaints are filed alleging that a ehild is a delinquent child for
committing two or more acts that would be offenses if committed by an adult, if a m.otion
is made alleging that division (A) of this section applies and requires that the case or
cases involving one or more of the acts charged be transferred for, and if a motion also is
made requesting that the case or cases involving one or more of the acts charged be
transferred pursuant to division (B) of this section, the juvenile court, in deciding the
motions, shall proceed in the following manner:

(1) Initially, the court shall decide the motion alleging that division (A) of this section
applies and requires that the case or cases involving one or more of the acts charged be

transferred.

(2) If the court determines that division (A) of this section applies and requires that the
case or cases involving one or more of the acts charged be transferred, the court shall
transfer the case or cases in accordance with that division. After the transfer pursuant to
division (A) of this section, the court shall decide, in accordance with division (B) of this
section, whether to grant the motion requesting that the case or cases involving one or
more of the acts charged be transferred pursuant to that division. Notwithstanding
division (B) of this section, prior to transferring a case pursuant to division (A) of this
section, the court is not required to consider any factor specified in division (D) or (E) of
this section or to conduct an investigation under division (C) of this section.

(3) If the court determines that division (A) of this section does not require that the case
or cases involving one or more of the acts charged be transferred, the court shall decide in
accordance with division (B) of this section whether to grant the motion requesting that
the case or cases involving one or more of the acts charged be transferred pursuant to that

division.

(4) No report on an investigation conducted pursuant to division (C) of this section shall
include details of the alleged offense as reported by the child.
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(G) The court shall give notice i_n writing of the time, place, and purpose of any hearing
held pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this section to the child's parents, guardiart, or
other custodian and to the child's counsel at least three days prior to the hearing.

(I4) No person, either before or after reaching eighteen years of age, shall be prosecuted
as an adult for an offense committed prior to becoming eighteen years of age, unless the
person has been transferred as provided in division (A) or (B) of this section or unless
division (J) of this section applies. Any prosecution that is had in a criminal court on the
mistaken belief that the person who is the subject of the case was eighteen years of age or
older at the time of the commission of the offense shall be deemed a nullity, and the
person shall not be considered to have been in jeopardy on the offense.

(I) Upon the transfer of a case under division (A) or (B) of this section, the juvenile court
shall state the reasons for the transfer on the record, and shall order the child to enter into
a recognizance with good and sufficient surety for the child's appearance before the
appropriate court for any disposition that the court is authorized to make for a similar act
committed by an adult. "Fhe transfer abates the jurisdiction of the juvenile court with
respect to the delinquent acts alleged in the complaint, and, upon the transfer, all further
proceedings pertaining to the act charged shall be discontinued in the juvenile court, and
the case then shall be within the jurisdiction of the court to which it is transferred as
described in divisio.n (H) of section 2151.23 of the Revised Code.

(J) If a person under eighteen years of age allegedly commits an act that would be :a
felony if committed by an adult and if the person is not taken into custody or
apprehended for that act until after the person attains twenty-one years of age, the
juvenile court does not have jurisdiction to hear or deternline any portion of the case
charging the person with committing that act. In those circumstances, divisions (A) and
(B) of this section do not apply regarding the act, and the case charging the person with
committing the act shall be a criminal prosecution commenced and heard in the
appropriate court having jurisdiction of the offense as if the person had been eighteen
years of age or older when the person conunitted the act. All proceedings pertaining to
the act shall be within the.jurisdiction of the court having jurisdiction of the offense, and
that court has all the authority and duties in the case as it has in other criminal cases in

that court.
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R.C. 2152.121 Retention of jurisdiction for purposes of making disposition.

(A) If a complaint is filed against a child alleging that the child is a delinquent child and
the case is transferred pursuant to division (A)(1)(a)(i) or (A)(1)(b)(ii) of section 2152.12
of the Revised Code, the juvenile court that transferred the case shall retain jurisdiction
for purposes of making disposition of the child when required under division (B) of this

section.

(B) If a complaint is filed against a child alleging that the child is a delinquent child, if
the case is transferred pursuant to division (A)(1)(a)(i) or (A)(l)(b)(ii) of section 2152.12
of the Revised Code, and if the child subsequently is convicted of or pleads guilty to an
offense in that case, the sentence to be imposed or disposition to be made of the child
shall be determined as follows:

(1) The court in which the child is convicted of or pleads guilty to the offense shall
determine whether, had a complaint been filed in juvenile court alleging that the child
was a delinquent child for committing an act that would be that offense if committed by
an adult, division (A) of section 2152.12 of the Revised Code would have required
mandatory transfer of the case or division (B) of that section would have allowed
discretionary transfer of the case. T'he court shall not consider the factor specified in
division (B)(3) of section 2152.12 of the Revised Code in making its determination under

this division.

(2) If the court in which the child is convicted of or pleads guilty to the offense
determines under division (B)(1) of this section that, had a complaint been filed in
juvenile court alleging that the child was a delinquent child for committing an act that
would be that offense if committed by an adult, division (A) of section 2152.12 of the
Revised Code would not have required mandatory transfer of the case, and division (B)
of that section would not have allowed discretionary transfer of the case, the court shall
transfer jurisdiction of the case back to the juvenile court that initially transferred the
case, the court and all other agencies that have any record of the conviction of the child or
the child's guilty plea shall expunge the conviction or guilty plea and all records of it, the
conviction or guilty plea shall be considered and treated for all purposes other than as
provided in this section to have never occinred, the conviction or guilty plea shall be
considered and treated for all purposes other tlian as provided in this section to have been
a delinquent child adjudication of the child, and the juvenile court shall impose one or
more traditional juvenile dispositions upon the child under sections 2152.19 and 2152.20

of the Revised Code.

(3) If the court in which the child is convicted of or pleads guilty to the offense
determines under division (B)(1) of this section that, had a complaint been filed in
juvenile court aileging that the child was a delinquent child for conunitting an act that
would be that offense if committed by an adult, division (A) of section 2152.12 of the
Revised Code would not have required mandatory transfer of the case but division (B) of
that section would have allowed discretionary transfer of the case, the court shall
determine the sentence it believes should be imposed upon the child under Chapter 2929.
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of the Revised Code, shall impose that sentence upon the child, and shall stay that
sentence pending completion of the procedures specified in this division. Upon
imposition and staying of the sentence, the court shall transfer jurisdiction of the case
back to the juvenile court that initially transferred the case and the juvenile court shall
proceed in accordance with this division. In no case may the child waive a right to a
hearing of the type described in division (B)(3)(b) of this section, regarding a motion
filed as described in that division by the prosecuting attorney in the case. Upon transfer of
jurisdiction of the case back to the juvenile court, both of the following apply:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(3)(b) of this section, the juvenile court
shall impose a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence upon the child under
division (D)(1) of section 2152.13 of the Revised Code. In imposing the adult portion of
tliat sentence, the juvenile court shall consider and give preference to the sentence
imposed upon the child by the court in which the child was convicted of or pleaded guilty
to the offense. Upon imposing a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence upon the
child as described in this division, the juvenile court shall notify the court in which the
child was convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense, the sentence imposed upon the
child by that court shall temainate, the court and all other agencies that have any record of
the conviction of the child or the child's guilty plea shall expunge the conviction or guilty
plea and all records of it, the conviction or guilty plea shall be considered and treated for
all purposes other than as provided in this section to have never occurred, and the
conviction or guilty plea shall be considered and treated for all purposes otller than as
provided in this section to have been a delinquent child adjudication of the child.

(b) Within fourteen days after the filing of the journal entry regarding the transfer, the
prosecuting attorney in the case may file a motion in the juvenile court that objects to the
imposition of a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence upon the child and
requests that the sentence imposed upon the child by the court in which the child was
convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense be invoked. Upon the filing of a motion
under this division, the juvenile court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the child
is not amenable to care or rehabilitation within the juvenile system and whether the safety
of the conZmunity may require that the child be subject solely to adult sanctions. If the
juvenile court at the hearing finds that the child is not amenable to care or rehabilitation
within the juvenile system or that the safety of the community may require that the child
be subject solely to adult sanctions, the court shall grant the motion. Absent such a
finding, the juvenile court shall deny the motion. In making its decision under this
division, the juvenile court shall consider the factors listed in division (D) of section
2152.12 of the Revised Code as factors indicating that the motion should be granted, shall
consider the factors listed in division (E) of that section as factors indicating that the
motion should not be granted, and shall consider whether the applicable factors listed in
division (D) of that section outweigh the applicable factors listed in division (E),of that

section.

If the juvenile court grants the motion of the prosecuting attomey under this division, the
juvenile court shall transfer jurisdiction of the case back to the court in which the child
was convicted of or pleaded guilty to the offense, and the sentence imposed by that court
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shall be invoked. If the juvenile court denies the motion of the prosecuting attorney under
this section, the juvenile court shall impose a serious youthful offender dispositional
sentence upon the child in accordance N^rith division (B)(3)(a) of this section.

(4) If the court in which the child is convicted of or pleads guilty to the offense
determines under division (B)(1) of this section that, had a complaint been filed in
juvenile court alleging that the child was a delinquent child for committing an act that
would be that offense if committed by an adult, division (A) of section 2152.12 of the
Revised Code would have required mandatory transfer of the case, the court shall impose
sentence upon the child under Chapter 2929. of the Revised Code.
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2152.13 Serious youthful dispositional sentence and serious youthful offender
dispositional sentence.

(A) A juvenile court shall impose a serious youthful dispositional sentence on a child
when required under division (I3)(3) of section 2152.121 of the Revised Code. In such a
case, the remaining provisions of this division and divisions (B) and (C) do not apply to
the child, and the court shall impose the mandatory serious youthful dispositional
seirtence under division (D)(l) of this section.

In all other cases, a juvenile court may impose a serious youthful offender dispositional
sentence on a child only if the prosecuting attorney of the county in. which the dellnquent
act allegedly occurred initiates the process against the child in accordance with this
division, and the child is an alleged delinquent child who is eligible for the dispositional
sentence. The prosecuting attorney may initiate the process in any of the followi^^,g ways:

(1) Obtaining an indictment of the child as a serious youthful offender;

(2) The child waives the right to indictment, charging the child in a bill of infonnation as
a serious youthful offender;

(3) Until an indictment or information is obtained, requesting a serious youthful offender
dispositional sentence in the original complaint alleging that the child is a delinquent
child;

(4) Until an indictment or information is obtained, if the original complaint does not
request a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence, filing with the juvenile court a
written notice of intent to seek a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence vuithin
twenty days after the later of the following, unless the time is extended by the juvenile
court for good cause shown:

(a) `I'he date of the child's first juvenile court hearing regarding the complaint;

(b) The date the juvenile court determines not to transfer the case under section 2152.12
of the Revised Code.

After a written notice is filed under division (A)(4) of this section, the juvenile court shall
serve a copy of the notice on the child and advise the child of the prosecuting attorxzey's
intent to seek a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence in. the case.

(B) If an alleged delinquent child is not indicted or charged by information as described
in division (A)(1) or (2) of this section and if a notice or complaint as described in
division (A)(3) or (4) of this section indicates that the prosecuting attorney intends to
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pursue a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence in the case, the juvenile court
shall hold a preliminary hearing to determine if there is probable cause that the child
committed the act charged and is by age eligible for, or required to receive, a serious
youthful offender dispositional sentence.

(C)

(1) A child for whom a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence is sought by a
prosecuting attorney has the right to a grand iury determination of probable cause that the
child committed the act charged and that the child is eligible by age for a serious youthful
offender dispositional sentence. The grand jury may be impaneled by the court of
common pleas or the juvenile court.

Once a child is indicted, or charged by information or the juvenile court determines that
the child is eligible for a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence, the child is
entitled to an open and speedy trial by jury in juvenile court and to be provided with a
transcript of the proceedings. The time within which the trial is to be held under Title
XXIX of the Revised Code commences on whichever of the following dates is
applicable:

(a) If the child is indicted or charged by information, on the date of the filing of the
indictment or information.

(b) If the child is charged by an original complaint that requests a serious youthful
offender dispositional sentence, on the date of the filing of the complaint.

(c) If the child is not charged by an original complaint that requests a serious youthful
offender dispositional sentence, on the date that the prosecuting attorney files the written
notice of intent to seek a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence.

(2) If the child is detained awaiting adjudication, upon indictment or being charged by
information, the child has the same right to bail as an adult charged with the offense the
alleged delinquent act would be if committed by an adult. Except as provided in division
(D) of section 2152.14 of the Revised Code, all provisions of Title XXIX of the Revised
Code and the Criminal Rules shall apply in the case and to the child. The juvenile court
shall afford the child all rights afforded a person who is prosecuted for committing a
crime including the right to counsel and the right to raise the issue of competency. The
child may not waive the right to counsel.

(D)

(1) If a child is adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act under circumstances
that require the juvenile court to impose upon the child a serious youthful offender
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dispositional sentence under section 2152.11 of the Revised Code, all of the following

apply:

(a) The juvenile court shall impose upon the child a sentence available for the violation,
as if the child were an adult, under Chapter 2929. of the Revised Code, except that tl-ie
juvenile court shall not impose on the child a sentence of death or life imprisonment

without parole.

(b) The juvenile court also shall impose upon the child one or more traditional juvenile
dispositions under sections 2152.16, 2152.19, and 2152.20, and, if applicable, sec#.ion
2152.17 of the Revised Code.

(c) The juvenile court shall stay the adult portion of the serious youthful offender
dispositional sentence pending the successful completion of the traditional juvenile
dispositions imposed.

(2)

(a) If a child is adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act under circumstances
that allow, but do not require, the juvenile court to impose on the child a serious youthful
offender dispositional sentence under section 2152.11 of the Revised Code, all of the
following apply:

(i) If the juvenile court on the record makes a finding that, given the nature and
circumstances of the violation and the history of the child, the length of time, level of
security, and types of programming and resources available in the juvenile system alone
are not adequate to provide the juvenile court with a reasonable expectation that the
purposes set forth in section 2152.01 of the Revised Code will be met, the juvenile court
may impose upon the child a sentence available for the violation, as if the child were an
adult, under Chapter 2929. of the Revised Code, except that the juvenile court sha.ll not
impose on the child a sentence of death or life imprisonment without parole.

(ii) If a sentence is imposed under division (D)(2)(a)(i) of this section, the juvenile court
also shall impose upon the child one or more traditional juvenile dispositions under
sections 2152.16, 2152.19, and 2152.20 and, if applicable, section 2152.17 of the Revised
Code.

(iii) The juvenile court shall stay the adult portion of the serious youtlafiil offender
dispositional sentence pending the successful completion of the traditional juvenile
dispositions imposed.

(b) If the juvenile court does not find that a sentence should be imposed under division
(D)(2)(a)(i) of this section, the juvenile court may impose one or more traditional juvenile
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dispositions under sections 2152.16, 2152.19, 2152.20, and, if applicable, section
2152.17 of the Revised Code.

(3) A child upon whom a serious youthful offender dispositional sentence is imposed
under division (D)(1) or (2) of this section has a right to appeal under division (A)(1), (3),
(4), or (5) of section 2953.08 of the Revised Code the adult portion of the serious
yottthful offender dispositional sentence when any of those divisions apply. The child
may appeal the adult portion, and the court shall consider the appeal as if the adult
portion were not stayed.
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Hamilton County Juvenile Court Local Rules of Procedure

RULE 10. Record of Hearing

(A) Official Record.
A complete record of all testimony or other oral proceeding shall be made in all official
cases by means of a court reporter or an audio or audiovisual recording device provided
by the court. This record shall be the official record of the case unless a transcript is filed.
pursuant to di.vision (C) of this rule. Rules of Practice of the Hamilton County Juvenile
Court 7

(B) Inspection of the Audio or Audiovisual Record.
Any person who is a party to a case as defined by the Juvenile Rules or that person's
attorney or guardian ad litem may listen to or view the record made in a case after a
request is submitted and authorized. The judge, court administrator, chief magistrate or
deputy chief magistrate, chief deputy clerk, or executive director of case management
may authorize such requests.

(C) Transcription of the Record
For hearings before a judge, the transcription of a stenographic record shall be the
responsibility of the court reporter who produced the record. The transcription of an
audio or audiovisual record shall be the responsibility of the person assigned to do so by
the judge wllo heard the case. For hearings before a magistrate, the transcription of the
audio or audiovisual record shall be the responsibility of the person designated by the
judge who has administrative responsibility for the case. If a request for a transcript is
made for purposes of appeal, the person seeking the transcript may directly request the
court reporter or the person assigned by the judge to transcribe the record. The court
reporter or person assigned shall certify the docketing statement by indicating the
estimated number of pages and how much time is needed to complete the transcript. No
transcript will be begun or provided until satisfactory arrangements for payment have
been concluded.

If a request for a transcript is made for purposes of objections filed pursuant to Juvenile
Rule 40, regarding a case pending within the court, or regarding a criminal prosecution
that was transferred pursuant to Juvenile Rule 30, the person seeking the transcript may
dixectly request the court reporter or the person assigned by the judge to transcribe the
record. The transcript will not be begun or provided uratil satisfactory arrangements for
the payment have been concluded. Except for requests for the purposes stated above, any
party requesting a full or partial transcript of the record shall file a written request with
the clerk: and provide a copy to the person responsible for transcription. All written
requests for a transcript shall contain the case number, presiding judge or magistrate, date
of hearing, reason for the request, number of copies in addition to the original, payor of
the transcript, and any other pertinent information. The judge assigned administrative
responsibility for the case may schedule a hearing or may rule on the request upon the
pleadings. The fees allowable for preparation of a transcript and copies shall be as
prescribed in the Rules of Practice of the Hamilton County Court of Common Pleas.
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All original transcripts shall be filed by the court reporter or person responsible for
transcription with the clerk and shall thereby become the official record of the case.

(D) Reproduction of Audiovisual Record
No copy of an audio or audiovisual record shall be made unless by order or permission of
a judge. Any party requesting reproduction of an audio or audiovisual record shall file a
motion with the clerk. The judge assigned administrative responsibility for the case may
schedule a hearing or may rule on the request upon the pleadings.
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Hamilton County Juvenile Court Local Rules of Procedure

RI1LE 14. Broadcasting, Televising, Photographing, or Recording of Proceedings

(A) Request to Broadcast, Televise, Photograph, or Record Proceedings
Requests for permission to broadcast, televise, photograph, or otherwise record
courtroom proceedings shall be submitted in writing to the judge or magistrate presiding
over the hearing. 'rhe request shall be made as far in advance as is reasonably possible,
but in no event later than. 24 hours before the hearing to be recorded. "1'he judge or
magistrate may waive the advance notice provision for good cause. The court shal.i
immediately attempt to inform the attoi-neys for all parties of a request by the media
through means most suitable to achieve actual and prompt notice of the request.

(B) Media Pool
The judge or magistrate presiding over the hearing may require media representatives
interested in recording courtroom proceedings to do so through the pooling of their
resources as described in the Rules of Practice of the Hamilton County Court of Common

Pleas.

(C) Equipment
The media representative and/or the pool coordinator shall consult with the court in
advance of the hearing about the placement of audio and video equipment. All equipment
in the courtroom must be fully set up and operational before the beginning of the court
proceeding. Once equipment has been positioned, media representatives shall remain in
the designated area and act and operate the equipment so as not to distract the attention of
the court or the parties. No changes of cassettes, film, film magazines, camera lenses, and
similar supplies shall be made Rules of Practice of the Hamilton County Juvenile Court
13 inside the courtroom except during a recess. Proper courtroom decorum shall be
maintained at all times by media representatives, including appropriate courtroom attire.

(D) Victims, Witnesses and Jurors; Identification of Parties
The filming, videotaping, recording, or photographing of a victim, witness, or juror is
prohibited without specific authorization of the court. If the subject matter of the
proceeding is a child, the name or identity of any party, witness, child, parent, or
participant shall not be disclosed unless by specific authorization of the court.

A-57



Ohio Rules of Juvenile Procedure

Rule 2. Derinitions

(Y) "Party" means a child who is the subject of a juvenile court proceeding, the child's
spouse, if any, the child's parent or parents, or if the parent of a child is a child, the parent
of that parent, in appropriate cases, the child's custodian, guardian, or guardian ad litem,
the state, and any other person specifically designated by the court.

Rule 27. Hearings: General

(A) General provisions. Unless otherwise stated in this rule, the juvenile court may
conduct its hearings in an informal manner and may adjourn its hearings from time to

time.
rl'he court may excuse the attendance of the child at the hearing in neglect, dependency,

or abuse cases.
(1) Public access to hearings. In serious youthful offender proceedings, hearings shall be
open to the public. In all other proceedings, the court may exclude the general public
from any hearing, but may not exclude either of the following:

(a) persons with a direct interest in the case;
(b) persons who demonstrate, at a heariilg, a countervailing right to be present.

(2) Separation of juvenile and adult cases. Cases involving children shall be heard

separate and apart from the trial of cases against adults, except for cases involving

chronic or habitual truancy.
(3) Jury trials. The court shall hear and determine all cases of children without a jury,
except for the adjudication of a serious youthful offender complaint, indictment, or
infortnation in which trial by jury has not been waived.

(B) Special provisions for abuse, neglect, and dependency proceedings.

(1) In any proceeding involving abuse, neglect, or dependency at which the court
removes a child from the child's home or continues the removal of a child from the child's
home, or in a proceeding where the court orders detention, the court shall determine
whether the person who filed the complaint in the case and removed the child from the
child's home has custody of the child or will be given custody and has made reasonable

efforts to do any of the following:
(a) Prevent the removal of the child from the child's home;
(b) Eliminate the continued removal of the child from the child's home;
(c) Make it possible for the child to return home.

(2) In a proceeding involving abuse, neglect, or dependency, the examination made by
the court to determine whether a child is a competent witness shall comply with all of the

following:
(a) Occur in an area other than a courtroom or hearing room;
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(b) Be conducted in the presence of only those individuals considered nocessary
by the court for the conduct of the examination or the well being of the child;

(c) Be recorded in accordance with Juv. R. 37 or Juv. R. 40. `I'he court naay allow
the prosecutor, guardian ad litem, or attorney for any party to submit questions fcq use by
the court in deterrnining whether the child is a competent witness.

(3) In a proceeding where a child is alleged to be an abused child, the court may order
that the testimony of the child be taken by deposition in the presence of a judge or a
magistrate. On motion of the prosecuting attorney, guardian ad litem, or a party, or in its
own discretion, the court may order that the deposition be videotaped. All or partof the
deposition is admissible in evidence where all of the following apply:

(a) It is filed with the clerk;
(b) Counsel for all parties had an opportunity and similar motive at the tin3e of the

taking of the deposition to develop the testimony by direct, cross, or redirect
examination;

(c) The judge or magistrate determines there is reasonable cause to believe that if
the child were to testify in person at the hearing, the child would experience emotional
trauma as a result of the child's participation at the hearing.
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Ohio Rules of Juvenile Procedure

RULE 37. Recording of Proceedings

(A) Recording of proceedings. The juvenile court shall make a record of
adjudicatory and dispositional proceedings in abuse, neglect, dependent, unruly, and
delinquent cases; permanent custody cases; and proceedings before magistrates. In all
other proceedings governed by these rules, a record shall be made upon request of a party
or upon motion of the court. The record shall be taken in shorthand, stenotype, or by any
other adequate mechanical, electronic, or video recording device.

(B) Restrictions on use of recording or transcript. No public use shall be nrade
by any person, including a party, of any juvenile court record, inclitding the recording or
a transcript of any juvenile court hearing, except in the course of an appeal or as
authorized by order of the court or by statute.
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Ohio Rules of Superintendence for the Courts

RULE 12. Conditions for Broadcasting and Photographing Court
Proceedings.

(A) Presiding judge. The judge assigned to the trial or hearing shall permit the
broadcasting or recording by electronic means and the taking of photographs in court
proceedings that are open to the public as provided by Ohio law. After consultation with
the media, the judge shall specify the place or places in the courtroom where the
operators and equipment are to be positioned. Requests for permission for the
broadcasting, televising, recording, or taking of photographs in the courtroom shall be in
writing and the written order of the judge shall be made a part of the record of the
proceedings.

(B) Permissible equipment and operators.
(1) Use of more than one portable television, videotape, or movie camera with

one operator shall be allowed only with the permission of the judge.
(2) Not more than one still photographer shall be perrnitted to photograph trial

proceedings without permission of the judge. Still photographers shall be limited to two
cameras with two lenses for each camera.

(3) For radio broadcast purposes, not more than one audio system shall be
permitted in court. Where available and suitable, existing audio pickup systems in the
court facility shall be used by the media. If existing audio pickup systems are not
available, microphones and other electronic equipment necessary for the audio pickup
shall be as inconspicuous as possible but shall be visible.

(4) Visible audio recording equipment may be used by news media reporters with
the prior permission of the judge.

(5) Arrangements between or among media for "pooling" of equipment shall be
the responsibility of the media representative authorized to cover the proceeding.
"Pooling" arrangements are to be made outside the courtroom and without imposing on
the judge or court personnel. If disputes arise over arrangements between or amon;g
media representatives, the judge may exclude all contesting representatives from the
proceedings.

(6) The judge shall prohibit the use of electronic or photographic equipment that
produces distracting sound or light. No artificial lighting other than that normally used in
the courtroom shall be employed, provided that, if the normal lighting in the courtroom
can be improved without becoming obtrusive, the judge may permit modificatio:n.

(7) Still photographers and television and radio representatives shall be afforded a
clear view but shall not be permitted to move about in the courtroom during court
pr.oceedings from the places where they have been positioned by the judge, except to
leave or enter the courtroom.

(C) Limitations.
(1) There shall be no audio piclcup or broadcast of conferences conducted in a

court facility between attorneys and clients or co-counsel or of conferences conducted at
the bench between counsel and the judge.

(2) The judge shall inform victims and witnesses of their right to object to being
filmed, videotaped, recorded, or photographed.
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(3) This rule shall, not be construed to grant media representatives any greater
rights than perznitted by law.

(4) Media representatives shall not be permitted to transmit or record anything
other than the court proceedings from the courtroom while the court is in session.

(I)) Revocation of permission. Upon the failure of any media representative to
comply with the conditions prescribed by this rule or the judge, the judge may revoke the
perrzzission to broadcast or photograph the trial or hearing.
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