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THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

Stark County Bar Association Case No.: 2012-2072

Relator

Vs. MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION

OF ORDER September 24, 2013

Agatha Martin Williams

Respondent

Now comes the Respondent, Agatha Martin Williams, and hereby files this Motion for Reconsideration,

PRO SE. I am incarcerated at the Ohio Reformatory for Women. I have been locked up since September

18, 2012. I am indigent and cannot afford the services of legal counsel. I filed my Answer Brief on

January 22, 2013 in this matter, PRO SE. I used my address at the prison and asked for a copy to be

time-stamped and mailed back to me.

I thought this was sufficient for me to change my address with the Court. I did not get a Notice of the

Oral Argument, nor was I aware there was an Oral Argument scheduled for April 2013. I would have

submitted my arguments in writing but I did not receive notice of the same.

I went to the Law Library on October 3, 2013 and read the order on LEXIS/WESTLAW. I was so

distraught I sought the assistance of Dr. Allison Mowery in the Mental Health Department of the Ohio

Reformatory for Women. On October 4, 2013, with Dr. Mowery's assistance, I called the Clerk of the

Court and asked about the time frame for filing a Motion for Reconsideration. I was informed such a

Motion would NEED to be filed not later than 5:00 p.m. on today (October 4, 2013).
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As such I am submitting this Motion for Reconsideration requesting this Court render discipline of an

Indefinite Suspension with reinstatement subject to the conditions set forth by the Board of

Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme Court of ®hio.

Argument in Support of Motion for Reconsideration

Respondent acknowledges that Disbarment if the presumptive sanction for misappropriation of client

funds. However, mitigating circumstances can support the penalty of an indefinite suspension.

Disciplinary Counsel v. Zapor, 127 Ohio St. 3d 372, Because each disciplinary case is unique, the court is

not limited to the factors specified in the rule but may take into account all relevant factors in

determining what sanction to impose.

I recognize the aggravating factors that are present in my case listed by the Board. I had multiple

offense; dishonest or selfish motive and a pattern of misconduct; and vulnerability of the resulting harm

to victims of the misconduct.

I do not have a copy of the transcript but I did testify that I never told any of my clients, staff, or

employees to lie, cover up or not cooperate with the investigation. I knew I was being investigated

starting with the Jackson matter and the case was building, I further knew the case was serious. The

clients whose files were requested by the Stark County bar I did contact. I also contacted clients whose

cases I was trying to complete.

My purpose was to advise them of my discipline matters and I specifically told them to cooperate if they

were contacted. I do not know why one of the clients (Kathy White) testified that I told her not to

cooperate. I did NOT say those words or any such similar words to her. It was a lie.



However, I hurt Kathy White and her family and I know she is angry. I apologized to her and I told her a

well as my other clients how they could file to get their money from the Client Fund. After I was

sentenced, I continued to fully cooperate in the Disciplinary process. I retained another Attorney, Alvin

Mathews, who further advised me under the rules of the governance of the bar I had a duty to

cooperate and to testify, which I did. I did not invoke my Fifth Amendment rights during the hearing

because I understood my duty under the rules. I stipulated to the complaint and was submitting

mitigating evidence to the Panel.

I have made payments towards my restitution, although minuscule in the totality of the amount that I

owe. The Court ordered me to pay $166,354.00 in restitution, plus $27,500 in fines, plus court costs. I

have made regular monthly payments to the Stark County Clerk of Courts as I was ordered to do. I do

not know how the money is applied, or if any of it was directed and paid to reimburse the Client Security

Fund. I have paid approximately $400 towards restitution and fines and costs.

In June 2012 1 filed a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy because I was drowning financially. I, along with my three

children, was evicted from my home. So at the end of July I had to borrow money to move what

household goods I had left and find a place to live. I was a convicted felon who was remorseful and

wondering how I could put the wheels back on my life. I had fallen ®UT.... Not just off the wagon. It was

like facing the eating of an elephant. I recognized I was homeless, broke, depressed, anxious, scared,

embarrassed, confused, lonely with feeling of abandonment, yet I knew I had to keep going in spite of

the odds against me.

My two daughters went back to college, so they had a secure place to live. I sent my sorrto live with his

father and my ex-husband. I stayed in my car for a couple of days just trying to cope. I called my

brother and asked if I could live with him and he agreed. I had secured a job with B&S Transport, Inc.

and made a financial plan to pay back the restitution in full within three years or less. The position I had



enabled me to earn commissions so I spent 10 -12 hours per days trying to learn a new job with vastly

different than the practice of law which I had done for 20+ years,

I had to fight feeling of defeat and being overwhelmed. I had no time to break down. I was continuing

in my gambling revolvers in Youngtown at Meridian Service on a weekly basis. I was also attending

Gamblers Anonymous on Monday evenings at First Friends Church in Canton.

I no longer had health insurance, and could no longer see my Psychiatrist and Counselor at Phoenix

Rising. I often contemplated suicide, but that was the coward's ways out. I kept fighting. The pressure

of knowing my disciplinary hearing was coming up on August 30, 2012 overwhelmed me. I

relapsed...again. I went gambling about a week before the hearing.

I signed a four year contract with the Ohio lawyers Assistance Program OLAP). Ms. Stephanie testified

before the panel that it is not uncommon for people to relapse in the early 1St or 2 nd year of recovery. I

am not saying this to make excuses, but overcoming an addiction is the most difficult thing I have ever

had to do. I feel fortunate that I did not involve another addiction of alcohol or drugs, because the

gambling has just about cost me my life.

PURPOSE OF DISCIPLINARY PROCESS

The purpose of the disciplinary process is the protection of the public, a countervailing goal is to "take

care not to deprive the public of attorneys who through rehabilitation, may be able to ethically and

competently serve in a professional capacity." Columbus Bar Association v. Larkin, 128 Ohio St. 3d 368.

In the case of another lawyer, this Court recognized wayward, addicted attorney would have a difficult

journey back to reinstatement but disbarment was not appropriate, Columbus Bar Association v. Van



Sickle, 128 Ohio St. 3d 376, and Columbus, Bar Association v. Thomas, 124 Ohio St. 3d 498. Those

attorney were not able to make restitution as Respondent is in this case.

I had a long career in the practice of law without a prior discipline record. I have made great strides and

have had some success in my rehabilitation. I have not "arrived" yet. I have used my time of

incarceration to take advantage of prison programs to help me in my recovery. I was instrumental in

getting the mental health Department to start a Gambler Focus Group in September 2013.

I have taken classes and participated in Seminars that are very helpful for me. I am not just sitting idly

by. I am fighting the sentence in my case so I can be released from prison so I can begin making

restitution. The job with B&S Transport is still available to me as I write this motion for Reconsideration.

I was a good attorney and represented a great many client through the years. I know I can be a

competent, credible, law practitioner again. I would ask this court to consider the cases of Toledo Bar

Association v. Cross, 111 Ohio St. 3d 278 and Disciplinary Counsel v. Ya[ko, 77 Ohio State 3d 385 in

Reconsideration of the decision in my case.

I addition to the absence of a prior discipline record, good character, acknowledgement of the

wrongfulness of my action, and the imposition of other penalties or sanction with the 8%z year prison

sentence, I had some recovery in my rehabilitation and am on my way to having overcome this

addiction. I have been a model prisoner, and am helping in the ORW community in a positive way.



Conclusion

1 am asking this Court, not to render this decision which has permanent consequences. I am asking for

reconsideration for an indefinite suspension. Which would give both this Court, the public, and me and

opportunity, when I apply for reinstatement after all conditions have been met, to determine at a later

date if I have been rehabilitated sufficiently to enter the practice of law again. Please do NOT disbar me

from the practice of law in Ohio until I have had an opportunity to at least fulfill my contract with the

Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program, which I can do from prison.

Respectfully submitted

Agatha Martin Williams, PRO SE
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Agatha Martin Williams

Inmate Number W-085056

Ohio Reformatory for Women

1479 Collins Avenue

Marysville, Ohio 43040

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify a copy of the Motion for Reconsideration of the Decision and Order of September 24,
2013 was served upon the Board of Commissioners on Grievance and Discipline 65, South Front Street,
5t" Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215 and upon Relator's Bar Counsel, Richard Milligan 4684 Douglas Circle
NW, Canton, P.O. Box 35459 Ohio 44735-5459 via U.S. Mail on October 4, 2013.
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Agatha Martin Williams
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