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STATEMENT OF INTEREST OF AMICI CURIAE

Amici curiae Artex Oil Company; Eclipse Resources |, LP; EnerVest
Operating, L.L.C.; Hess Ohio Developments, LLC; Hilcorp Energy Company; Paloma
Resources, LLC; Sierra Resources, LLC: and American Energy Partners LP are all
active oil and gas producers engaged in the development of the Utica Shale in Ohio.
They have invested literally hundreds of millions of dollars in leases for Utica
development and rely on the effective regulatory expertise of the Division of Qil and Gas

for uniform regulatory oversight of their oil and gas activities in Ohio.

ARGUMENT

In support of appellees Beck Energy Corporation and Joseph Willingham, amici
curiae Artex Oil Company; Eclipse Resources I, LP; EnerVest Operating, L.L.C.; Hess
Ohio Developments, LLC; Hilcorp Energy Company; Paloma Resources, LLC; Sierra
Resources, LLC; and American Energy Partners LP respectfully adopt and incorporate
the amicus brief submitted by the Ohio Oil and Gas Association, and urge the Court, for
the reasons set forth in that brief and in the merits brief of appellees, to affirm the

decision of the Ninth District Court of Appeals.

Respectfully submitted,
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