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INTRODUCTION
(FACTUAL ASSERTIONS COMMON TO ALL CLAIMS FOR RELIEF)

Pursuant to S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.02, Relator The Honorable Angela R. Stokes (hereinafter
“Judge Stokes™) hercby files her Complaintr and- attaches hereto her Affidavit (hereinafier
“Stokes Aff”) specifying the details of the claims made herein, Her Complaint is as follows:

1. Relator Judge Stokes was most recently elected to judge of the Cleveland
Municipal Court for a six year term beginning January 2, 2012. She brings this action to assert
her right to perform her official duties conferred upon her pursnant to the office to which she hags
been elected.

2. At all times pertinent herein, Respondent The Honorable Ronald B. Adrine
'(hereinaffer_‘fJudge Adrx;n‘e”) is aﬁd was the current Administrative and Presiding Judge of the
Cleveland Mﬁnicipal Court. |

3 Respondent The Honorable Mabel M. Jasper (here‘inéfter‘ “Judge Iasper”), upon
information and belief, was assigned by Judge Adrine to preside over Relator’s criminal docket
on and after Maich 18, 2014. Upon information and belief, Judge Jasper will continue to preside
over Judge Stokes’ criminal docket pursuant to Administrative Order No. 2014-003 and the
authority conferred upon her by Judge Adrine or any other Judge or Justice. -(See para. 4(A),
infra) Judge Adrine presided over Relator’s criminal do;:ket on March 20, 2014 and may
continue to so preside in the future, |

4, On or about March 14, 2014, Judge Adrine issued AdminiStrétive Orders which
amount to the usurpation of (and/or intrusion into) the duties and responsibilities conferred upon
Judge Stokes by virtue of her judicial office without due process and in direct contravention of
the authority of the Ohio Supreme Court. These Administrative Orders are as follows:

A, Administrative Order No. 2014-003 — (Stokes Aff., Ex. A)
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IN RE: Temporary Transfer and Reassignment of all Pending Criminal
Misdemeanor, Criminal Minor Misdemeanor and Traffic Matters
Currently Assigned to the Honorable Angela R. Stokes;

Administrative Order No. 2014-004 — (Stokes Aff,, Ex. B)

IN RE: Temporary Transfer and Status Réview of all Probation Matters
on the Personal Docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes:

Administrative Order No. 2014-005 — (Stokes Aff., Ex. C)

iN RE T emporary Transfer of Responsibility for Status Review of
Individuals Sentenced to Incarceration by the Honorable Angela -R.
Stokes;

Admj'ni;tratixfc D'rder -No‘. 2014~006 ~ (Stokes Aff, Ex. D) |

IN RE: Tempofary Increase in Civil Case Assignments to the Personal
Docket of the Honorable Angéia R. Stokes;

Administrative Order No. 20 1,4;00’7 —(Stokes Aff,, Ex. E)

IN RE: | Cuyahoga County Public Defender’s Motion to Transfer Cases
froﬁl the Docket of Hon. Angela R. Stokes and to Stop the Further
Assignment of Criminal Cases to Her Docket;

Administrative Order No. 2014-008 - (Stokss Aff,, Ex. )

IN RE:  Physical Retrieval of All Pending Criminal Misdemeanor,

- Criminal Minor Misdemeanor and Traffic Matters Currently Assigned to

the Personal Docket of The Honorable Angela R. Stokes for Review,

Temporary Transfer and/or Reassignment.

[FR]
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5 In addition to issuing these Administrative Orders, Judge Adrine issued an Inter-

Office Correspondence to Judge Stokes on March 14, 2014 (Stokes Aff,, Ex, G} indicating, inter
alia:

I have issued the attached Administrative Orders temporarily transferring
responsibility for oversight, review and disposition of all criminal, quasi-criminal
and traffic matters appearing on your personal docket.

¥ & K

The transfer was' effective upon the journalization of the aforementioned
Administrative Orders and will continue only until such. time as the certified
complaint pending against you before the Board of Commissioners on Grievances
and Discipline is resolved in the Supreme Court of Ohio. ' :

6. The March 14, 2014 Inter-Office Correspondence to Jﬁdge Stokes {Stokes AT,

Ex. G) also indicated the following:

Please be informed that your accéss to all of the noted files assigned to you before
the issuance of these orders is now embargoed while the transfer is affected.
Recognizing that you may require access to some criminal, quasi-criminal and/or
‘traffic matters in order {o assist in the preparation of your response to the certified
complaint, please be informed that access may be obtained through the office of
the Administrative Judge while the Administrative Orders of transfer are in effect.

7. On October 14, 2013, a certified Complaint was brought against Judge Stokes and

filed before the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Ohio Supreme

Court, In re: Complaint against Angela Rochelle Stokes, Respondent, and Disciplinary Counsel,

Relator, Case No. 2013-057 (hereinafter “The Certified Complaint™). Thereafter, an Answer was
,ﬁlec_i by Judge Stokes denying each and every allegation of misconduct set forth in The Certified
Complaint,

8. Disciplinary Counsel, in connection with The Certified Complaint, filed Relator’s
Motifm for Psychiatric Examination Pursuant to Gov. Bar R. V Sec. 7C on January 7, 2014 with

Judge Adrine’s Affidavit attached, among other attachments. Next, Relator Judge Stokes herein
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(Respondent in The Certified Complaint) opposed such Motion on January 31, 2014, Finally, by
Order of the Panel dated February 18, 2014, the prehearing Motion for Psychiatric Examination
was denied. (Stokes Aff., Ex. I)

9. The discipline case js scheduled for hearing beginning on September 22, 2014.
(Stokes Aff Ex. I} Intheintefim, discovery betwcen the parties in that matter is ongoing.

10. Under Gov. Bar R. V, Sec. 5A, Interim Remedial Suspension, a procedure exists
in the event that Disciplinary Counsel or a certified grievance commitiee receives substantial,
credible evidence demonstrating t-hat a judée who has committed violations of the Code of
Judicial Conduct or Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct and who poses a substantial threat of
éeriaus harm to the public may be immediately suspended pending the final disposition vo’f a

chsmplmary proceeding. This procedure has not been invoked by Relator 1n the discipline case.

Yet, the Admmlstratwe Orders of Judge Adrine, at Ieast in part, achieve the same objecuve

without the due process afforded a respondent under the Interim Remedial Suspension -procedure :

set forth in Gov. Bar R. V, Sec, 5A.

11.. Since the institution.of The Certified Complaint, two criminal defendants have

sought, through counsel, to disqué]ify Judge Stokes from hearing their matters. In each matter,.

the Presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Cuyahoga County, Ohio denied such
motions pursuant to R.C. 2_70-1’.03 1. (Stokes Aff., Ex. K) Also, after the Notice of Intent to File
the Complaint was provided to Judge Stokes in July 2013, two other criminal defendants, one
through counsel and one pro se, sought to disqualify Judge Stokes from hearing their matters. In
each of these matters, the Presiding Judge of the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas

denied such Motions pursuant to R.C. 2701.03 1. (Stokes Aff., Exs. L and M)
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12, No plain and adequate remedy in the ordinary course of law cxists to address

Judge Adrine’s issuance and execution of the Administrative Orders which, in effect, usiip the

, authorit‘y conferred upon Judge Stokes by virtue of her office as an elected judge of the

Cleveland Municipal Court.

13. The issuance and execution of the aforementioned Administrative Orders and the
Inter-Office Correspondence whereby Iudge Stokes” files are “embargoed” by Judge Adrine
constitutes an exercise of judicial power unauthorized by law because it, in effect, usurps the
exclusive jurisdigtion of the Ohio Supreme Court 1o regulate the practice of law conferred upon
it by Article IV, Section 2(B)(1)(g) of the Ghio Constitution; usurps the exclusive jurisdiction of
the Chio Supreme Court to prescribe rules governing practice and procedure in all courts of the
state conferred upon it by Article 1V, Section 5(B) of the Ohio Constitution; usurps the duties
and responszbmtms of the Clerk of Courts- of the Cleveland Mumupai Court pursuant to R.C.
1901.3 I{E); and as such, no Other adequate remedy of law exists but the ex:trabrdinary remedies
sought in the following First, Second and Third Claims for Relief

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF
(QUO WARRANTO)

‘14, Eachof thé facts, statements and allegations made and contained in the preceding
paragraphs are hereby incorporated by reference in this First Claim for Relief.

15, Respondents, Judge Adrine and Judge Jasper, have and continue to usurp, intrude
into or unlawﬁﬂ!y exercise the officc and duties of Judge Stokes, an élected Jjudge of the
Cleveland Municipal Court, preseﬁtly in good standing with the bar. (Stokes Aff, paras. 1, 10)

16, The Administrative Orders issued by Judge Adrine, supra, at para. 4, also permit
him to usurp, intrude into and/or unlawfully exercise control over other aspects of the duties and

responsibilities of Judge Stokes in connection with pending matters previously andfor presently

6
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assigned to her and matters which should be assigned to her in the future, pursnant to the Rules
Governing the Courts of Ohio of the Ohio Supreme Court in connection with both the individual
assignment system for the assignment of all cases to judges within the Cleveland Municipal
Court and the assignment system as it relates to particular sessions of court under Sup.R. 36.

17. By virtue of the Administrative Orders detailed in para. 4, supra, Judge Adrine
has circumvented Crim.R. 25(B) and Sup.R. 36 as it rélates 1o the assignment and re
-assignment of cases and duties to Judge Stokes. He is duty-bound to observe Sup.R. 36

pursuant to Sup.R. 4.01(C). In effect, Judge Adrine’s ignoring of the aforementioned niles

‘amounts to usurpation, intrusion and/or an unlawful exercise of judicial power lawfully reposed

in Judge Stokes by his assmning the exclusive authority of the Ohio Supreme Court to preseribe
rules governing practice and procedure under Article 1V, Section 5(B) of the Ohio Constitution,
18, By virtue of the Administrative Orders detailed in para. 4, supra, and the Inter-
Office Correspondence detatiled in paras. 5-6, Judge Adrine has ‘réken upon himself the power {o
suspend Judge S‘fokes from the performance of her Judicial duties in connection with criminal
matters previously and/or presently pending before her. In effect, J udge Adrine’s Administrative
Orders and Inter-Office Correspondence amount 1o usurpation, intrusion and/or an unlawful

exercise of power with respect to attorney and judicial discipline exclusively reposed in the Ohio

‘Supreme Court through Article IV > Section 2(B)(1)(g) of the Ohio Constitution, Through Judge

Adrine’s unlawful assumption of attorney and Judicial discipline responsibility, he has usurped,
intruded upon and/or unlawfully exercised Judicial power lawfully reposed in Judge Stokes to

discharge the duties of her office with respect to her criminal docket.
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19. By virtue of the aforementioned conduct of the Respondents, such judicial power
has been unlawfully held and exercised by them while Judge Stokes has been and will be
prevented from exercising the judicial power granted to her through her elected office.

WHEREFORE, Relator The Honorable Angela R. Stokes requests that this Honorable
Court issue a Writ of Quo Warranto precluding AReSpondent's "The Honorable Ronald B. Adrine
and The Honorable Mabel M. Jasper from usurping, intruding into or unlawfully exercising any
control over the cases previously and/or presently assigned to Relator or to be assigned in the
future to ,Relatdr- pursuant to. Sup.R. 36. Further, Relator réquests that all costs associated with
thiis action be taxed against Respondents. Finally, Relator requests all other remedies available
to her under the principles of law and equity arising from the facts and allegatioﬁs raised in the
Complaint.

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF
(MANDAMUS)

20. | ‘Each of the facts, statements and aliegations made and contained in the preceding
paragraphs are hereby incorporated by x'eféréxlcc in this Second Claim for Relief, -

2'1. In connection with the af:oremention_ed Administrative’ Orders, para. 4, Judge
Adrine must not enforce them, and instead, as a result of his office, he has a clear legal duty and |
must be enjoined to comply with Sup.R. 36 as it relates to ongoing and future assignments
through the individual assignment system and the assignment system associated with particular
sessions of court. Administrative Orders No. 2014-003, 2014-006 and 2014-008 are each in
contravention of Sup.R. 36 and therefore each usurps the authority of the Ohio Supreme Court
under Article IV, Section 5(B) of the Ohio Constitution. |

22. Judge Adrine should be prevented from reassigning probation matters by

transferring them, performing a status review of them and temporarily reassigning them under
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Administrative Order No. 2014-004. As a result of his office, Judge Adrine has a clear legal
duty and must be enjoined to comiply with Sup.R. 36 and Crim.R. 25(B).

23.  Judge Adrine should be prevented from temporarily transferring responsibility for
the status review of individuals sentenced for incarceration under Administrative Order No.

2014-005. As a result of his office, Judge Adrine has a clear legal duty and must be enjoined to

comply with Sup.R. 36 and Crim.R. 25(Bj.

24. J'Lidge Adrine should be prevented from temporatily transferring responsibility for
City of Cleveland v. Frank Petrucci, Case Nos. 2013 TRD 065646 and 2012 TRC 050939; Ciry
of Cleveland v. Williom Baeslack, Case No. 2013 CRB 038243; City of Cleveland v. Rowan

Hayes, Case No. 2013 CRB 017219; City of Cleveland v. Robert W- Downing, Case No. 2013

TRC 016088 from Judge Stokes to J udge Jasper and/or any other judge. Each of these cases has

previously resulted in rulings by the then Presiding Judge of the Cuyahoga County Court of
Ccmmeﬁfi’leas, specifically directing that the Affidavits of Disqualification were not well-taken
and Judge' 'Stokss was not disqualified from h%mdlingr. those maiters. (Stokes Aff. Exs. M - N)
As aresult of his office, Judpe Adrine has. aclear legal duty and must be enjoined to comply with
the Orders of Judges Nancy Fuerst and John Russo, Presiding Judges of the Cuyahoga County
Court of »Co,mmoﬂn Pleas, pursuant to R.C. 2701.031.

25.  Atthe time the Administrative Orders were issued by J udge Adrine, Judge Stokes
had pending before her'a Motion to Recuse in Srate of Ohio v. Rita T. Boutros, Case Nos. 2014
CRB 004735, 2014 TRC 011087. This Motion is the first step in connection with the procedure
prescribed under R.C. 2701.031. Because of Administrative Qrder No. 2014-003, Boutros,
supra, will be or already has been reassigned from Judge Stokes, preventing her from ruling on

such Motion which will also inhibit the ability of the Presiding Judge of the Cuyahoga County
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Court of Common Pleas to comply with the procedure under R.C. 2701.031 in the event that
Judge Stokes would deny such Motion, and further, that should any of the parties then avail
themselves of the procedure under R.C. 2701.031 to appeal such ruling. The first pretrial in
respect 1o the Boufros matter had been set for March 25, 2014, at which time Judge Stokes would
have afforded the assistant city prosecutor for the City of Cleveland and the defendant’s counsel

an opportunity to. argue such Motion on the record, and at which time she would have ruled on

the same. Judge Stokes™ inablility to rule on this pending motion because she was precluded

from hearing it on March 25, 2014 should not be deemed a waiver of her right to provide

evidence that she is neither biased or prejudiced in connection with this matter and she reserves

her right to create a record in this fegard. As aresult of his office, Judge Adrine has a clear legal

duty and must be erjoined to comply with-Sup.R. 36, Coim.R. 25(B). and/or R.C. 2701.031.
- 26.  As adirect and proximate-result of Judge Adrine’s failure to adhere to and carry

out the mandate of Sup.R. 36 and/or Crim.R. 25(B), Judge Stokes is and continiies to be

prevented from performing her duties as a duly elected Cleveland Municipal Court judge and has

a clear legal right to the relief sought. Judge Adrine’s duty to properly apply and eénforce Sup.R.

36 arises from the powers and duties conferred upon him under Sup.R. 4.01(C). Judge Adrine

has a clear legal duty to also comply with Crim.R. 25(B).

WHEREFORE, Relator The Honorable Angela R. Stokes requests that this Honorable

© Court issue a Writ of Mandamus requiring Respondent The Honorable Ronald B. Adrine to

follow Sup.R. 36, Crim.R. 25(B) and the Orders of Judges Fuerst and Russo pursuant 1o R.C.
2701.031 and, in turn, not execute, not enforce and vacate Adminisirative Order Nos. 2014-003,
2014-004, 2014-00S, 2014-006 and 2014-008 and to reinstate and reassign all cases previously

assigned or reassigned pursuant to said Orders in accordance with Sup.R.36, Crim.R. 25(B) and

10
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the Orders of Judges Fuerst and Russo pursuani to R.C. 2701.031. Further, Relator requests that
all costs associated with this action be taxed against Respondents. Finally, Relator requests all
other remedies available to her under the principles of law and equity arising from the facts and

allegations raised in the Complaint.

" THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF
(PROHIBITION)

27. ‘Each of the facts, stat_e‘m‘enfs and allegations made and contained in the preceding
paragraphs are hereby incarporated by reference in this Third Claim for Relief,

28. Relator seeks a Writ of Prohibitioﬁ, to prevent Judge Adrine from further
enforcing_. and/or carrying out the Adn;inistrative Orders and Inter-Office Corresi)ondence
directed to the C]¢rk of Courts referenced in paras. 4 - 6, supra. since they violaté and/or ignore
Sup. R. 36, Crim. R, 25(B) and R.C. 1901.31(E), among other laws.

29.  Judge Adring, as averred sixpra?, has no judicial authority to enforce and carry out
the aforementioned Administrative Orders and Inter-Office Correspondence directive. As such,
Judge Adrine should be prohibited from the further exercise of judicial power which is
_unauthoﬁzed by law, since the Administrative Orders and Inter-Office Correspondence directive
violate and/or.ignore Sup. R. 36, Crim. R. 25(B) and R.C. 1901.31(E), among other laws. See
paras. 4 - 6, supra.

30.  In connection with this Writ of Prohibition, a denial of it wii] cause injury to
Relator Judge Stokes for which no other adequate remedy in the ordinary courseé of law exists,
including, but not limited to, impairing her ability to defend herself in the disciplinary
proceedings which Judge Adrine initiated because he has placed himself and his office in the role

of monitoring all case files requested by Judge Stokes, thereby intruding on her and her

11
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attorney’s work product and by virtue of his reassignment of her criminal matters and other
reassignments to take their place, he has, in effect, provided to the Public, Court and Bar the
appearance that she has been suspended from all of some of her duties as a judge of the
Cleveland Municipal Court, although due process has not been afforded her in this regard.
WHEREFORE, Relator The Honorable Angela R. Stokes requests that this Honorable
Court issue a Writ of Prohibition preventing Respondent Ronald B. Adrine from enforcing any
of the Administrat_ive Orders and Inter-Office Correspondence directives outlined in paras. 4 - 6,
supra. This Writ should issue immediately, without delay, in order to prevent further ,harm or
injury to Judge Stokes in connection with her obligation to carry out her duues as an elected

judge of the Cleveland ’\/Iummpal Court, Purther Relator requests that all costs associated with

this action be taxed against Respondents. Finally, Relator requests all othér remedics available

to her under the principles of law and equity arising from the facts and allegations raised in the

Complaint.

ectfully submitted,

\mc/hard'c Alkire (#0024816)

g{gﬂ, A / i,

Dean Nieding (#0003542)

RICHARD C. ALKIRE CO., L.P.A.
250 Spectrum Office Building

6060 Rockside Woods Boulevard
Independence, Ohio 44131-2335
(216) 674-0550 / Fax: (216) 674-0104

Attorneys for Relator
The Honorable Angela R. Stokes
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STATE ex iel., THE, HONORABLE
ANGELAR. STOKES,

’ CASE NO.
Relator,

v,

. AFFIDAVIT OF THE HONORABLE
- THE HONORABLE RONALD B. ADRINE, : ANGELA R.8TOKES
et al. :

Respondent.

STATE OF OHIO
; 58:
COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA

Affiant, The Honorable Angela R. Stokes, having personal knowledge of the following,
and competent to testify thereto, deposes and says that:

L I'am currently an elected judge of tﬁ,e Cleveland Municipal Court, having begun a.
term on Japuary 2, 2012, expiring on January 1, 2018. I was admitted to the bar of the State of
Ohio on October 29, 1984,

2 Priot to my current service as judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court, I was

Lo

clected to fill an unexpired term on the Cleveland Mumicipal Court as a judge beginning



December 11, 1995, at which time my oath of office was filed with the Clerk of the Cleveland
Municipal Court. Thereafter, T was elected to three successive six year terins beginning on
January 2, 2000, January 2, 2006 and, as mentionéd above, January 2, 2012.

3. I was provided copies of Administrative Order Nos. 2014-003, 2014-004, 2014-
005, 2014-006, 2014-007 and 2014-008 by hand delivery at 4:55 p.o. on Friday, March 14, 2014
(attached hel;eto: as Exs. A through F) by the Court Administrator Russell Brown; HL, as well as
an Inter-Office Correspondence accompanying them authored by The Honorable Ronald B.
Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court. (Ex. G)

4. Preceding the issuance of these Orders, I was provided a hand-delivered copy of
‘the Cuyahoga County Public Defender’s Motion to Transfer Cases fiom the Docket of Hon,

- Angela R. Stokes and to Stdp the furth'er Assiginﬁent of Criminal Casesto her Docket filed in .
the Cleveland Municipal Court on March 10, 2014 listing Judge Adrine as the judge to whom the -
Motion was directed.

5. Prior to being able to respond to such motion within the timeframe ailoweé, the
Motion of the Cuyahoga County Public Defender was prematurely and improperly disposed of
by Judge Adrine’s Administrative Order No. 2014-007, having been denied as moot on March
14, 2014. (Ex. E)

6. On Monday, March 17, 2014, counsel, on niy behalf, timely filed @ Brief in
Opposition to Motion to Transfer Criminal Cases from the Docket of Hon. Angela R. Stokes and
to Stop the Further Assignment of Criminal Cases to her Docket. (Ex. H)

7. On March 18, 19 and 25, 2014, I was prevented from discharging my duties in
connection with my criminal docket. Upon information and belief, retired Judge Mabel M.

Jasper was assigned the numerous cases set for disposition those days and presided over them.

2



8. On March 20, 2014, T was prevénted frozﬁ discharging my duties in connection
with my criminal docket. Upon information and belief, Judge Ronald B. Adrine assumed
responsibility to adjudicate the cases set for di sposition that day and presided over them. Insofar,
as Judge Adrine p‘urpbrts to reassign all of my criminal cases, it is my belief that he will assign
‘himself or other judges to preside over my criminal docket i the future.

9. Prior to the issuance of the abovementioned Administrative Orders, on October
14, 2013, a Certified Complaint was filed against me.with the Board of Commissioners on
Grievances and Discipline of the Ohic Supreme Court (“Certified Complaint”). Relator

' Disciplinary Counsel had been investigating a grievance originally brought by Judge Ronald B.
Adrine on November 9, 2011 which was filed just days after I was re-elected to my term as
Cleveland Muﬁicipal Court Judge beginning January 2, 2012.'

10, Iam presently in good standing with the bar, and [ have never been disciplined by
the Ohio Supreme Court for my conduct as a judge or atforney. Iam capable of performing my
duties as a judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court,

11.  While many of the matters raised in Judge Adrine’s grievance did not become
part of the formal allegations of "the Certified Complaint, many did, including new matters first.
brought to my attention in a Notice of Intent to File the Certified Complaint served upon me by
Disciplinary Counsel in July 2013, preceding the probable cause determination and subsequent
filing of the Centified Complaint.

12. I timely filed my Answer to the allegations of the Certified Complaint on
December 6, 2013, denying that [ have committed any misconduct related to the matters raised in

the Certified Complaint,

LI



13, On January 7, 2014, Disciplinary Counsel moved for a prehearing psychiatric
examinationt when he filed Relator's Motion for Psychiatric Examination Pursuam to Gov. Bar
R. V(7)(C). The Motion was supported, in part, with an Affidavit of Judge Adrine. Through
counsel, this Motion was oppesed on January 31., 2014. Thereafter, the Panel, thrbugh its Order
of February 18, 2014, denied the Motion. (Ex. D)

14, The -Certified Complaint is scheduled for hearing beginning oﬁ Sept;¢mber 22;
2014. (Ex. I)

15.‘ In the stated, purported justifications for the transfer of cases in connection with
Administrative Order Nos. 2014-003, 2014-004 and 2014-005, Judge Adrine mentions “nearly
100 additional written incident reports” and an allegation that “the court continues to average one
to two niew ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.” Judge Adrine has never supplied
any of these purported incident reports or ethics complaints to me for response or otherwise.

‘16. Since the Notice of Intent to File the Certified Complaint against me was served
in July 2013, four defeadants in matters then pending before me had sought to require my
withdrawal from their cases after I denied their Motions to Recuse and indicated that T have been
and wiﬁ' contimue to be fair and impartial. In each of these matters, upon the filing of Affidavits
of Disqualification, the Presiding Judge of the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas denied
such requests. for disqualiﬁéation. ;eﬁxsing to overturn my previous rulings and found that the
record was devoid of any bias and prejudice. (Exs. K - M) In City of Cleveland v, Franfk
Petrucci, Case Nos. 2013 TRD 065646 and 2012 TRC 050939;_ City of Cleveland v. William
Baesldck, Case No. 2013 CRB 038243; and City of Cleveland v, Robert W, Downing, Case No.
2013 TRC 016088, the Affidavits of Disqualification were filed by private counsel. In City of

Cleveland v. Rowan Hayes, Case No. 2013 CRB 017219, Mr. Hayes appeared pro se. Each of



these cases has been temporarily reassigned pursuant to Judge Adrine’s Administrative Order
No. 2014-003, thereby contravemng the: Orders of the Presiding Judges of the Cuyahoga County
Court of Common Pleas permitting me to continue presiding over these cases, Consequently, I
have been prevented from presiding over these métters.

17. I have been prevented from discharging the duties and respons;bzhtles of my
office as an elected jndge of the Cleveland ’\dummpal Court with respect to criminal
misdemeanor, criminal minor rmsdemeanor, traffic cases, probation ‘matters, my responsibility
for the status review of individuals sentenced to incarceration and my presiding over the Preject
Hope docket (tbe court’s rehabilitation program applicable to female prostitution offenders).
These cases have been transferred and will or have been reassigned in violation of law, Sup.R.
* 36 and Crim.R. 25(BY.

18. Further, in connection with Administrative Order No. 2014-006, 1 have been
removed from the random draw of criminal- misdemeanor, criminal minor misdemeanor and.
traffic cases in contravention of Sup.R. 36 and 1 have inequitably been provided additional civil
cases alsb in contravention of Sup.R. 36.

19. As it relates to my access to files assigned to me before the Administrative Orders
were issued, pursuant to Judge Adrine’s March 14, 2014 Inter-Office Correspondence, such files
are now “embargoed while the transfer is affected.” Judge Adrine goes on to state that | may,
however, require aceess to such files to assist me in preparing my response to the Certified
Complaint and that | may obtain them only through the office of the Administrative Judge. This
directive is troublesome and llegal for two separate reasons. First, as it relates to at least one
matter, State of Ohio v. Rita T, Boutros, Case Nos. 2014 CRB 004735, 2014 TRC 011087,

which was randomly assigned to me pursuant to the individual assipnment system prior to when



this transfer occurred, and which was filed by the same attomey involved in Petruyce and.
Baeslack, para. 16, supra, I am unable to rule on the Boutros Motion to Recuse, with the first
Pretrial having been set for March 25,2014, Judge Adrine’s Administrative Orders preciude me
from responding to this Motion, preclude me from making a record in regard to it or otherwise
discharging my ‘duties with. respect to this matter. I do not waive my right to demonstrate that |
-am neither biased or prejudiced in regard to the parties in Boutros matter. It has always been the
case, since T have been on the bench, that judges in the Cleveland Munic@ai Court sign a Journal.
E‘ntr); to directly request criminal files from the Clerk of Courts that are not assigned to that.
.day’s docket. As custodian of the files, the Clerk of Courts retrieves the files which are then
provided to the Count’s Central Scheduling Office with the Journal Entry to be journalized. At
- that point, the file is then delive‘red to the judge, Seéoﬁd, Judge. Adrine’s directive concerning
matters necessary for my response to the discipline case places him between me and the files to
which | am entitled, presenting an unreasonable and inappropriate hurdle to my defense. Judge
Adrine is inferjecting an additional barrier to my access to necessary information. As such,
while ostensibly Judge Adrine is p.foviding ¢ restricted access to files necessary to my defense
in the disciplinary matter, he is providing me no access to files necessary to discharge my
responsibilities as a judge in the Cleve]énd»Municipai Court with respect to ratters assigned to
me, such as the Boutros Motion to Recuse. Further, the re‘striéte_d access through Judge Adrine’s
office to obtain files necessary for my defense in the discipline matter places the grievant (J udge
Adrine) inte the disciplinary process intruding on my and my atlomney’s work pmdﬁcc and

preparation for the hearing and pre-hearing proceedings.



20. Further, since March 24, 2014 I have been “continually” assigned to Particular
Sessien One in an inequitable fashion as it relates to the other judges of the Cleveland Municipal
Court in contravention of Sup.R. 36, (Ex. D)

21. My ability to discharge the duties and responsibilities of my office has been
intruded upon and interfered with by virtue of Administrative Order No. 2014-008, insofar as the
Clerk and the Central Scheduling Office have been “instrueted to exercise all due diligence to
physically retrieve all criminal misdemednor, criminal minor misdemeanor and traffic case files
currently .aSsignéd to the personal docket of and in the custody of The Honorable Angela R.
Stokes.” (Bx. F)

22. My ability to discharge my duties -and responsibilities as an elected Cleveland
Municipal Court judge ﬁaVe been usurped, interfered with and intruded upon by virtue of the
aforementioned Administrative Orders and Inter-Office Correspondence directives promulgated
by The Honorable Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge, on March 14, 2014.
(Exs. A — G) In addition, my ability to discharge my duties and responsibilities as an elected
Cleveland Municipal Court judge are also being usurped, interfered with and intruded upon by
anyone following the aforementioned Administrative Orders and Inter-Office Correspondence
directive, including employees of the Cleveland Municipal Court, Judge Mabel M. Jasper, the
Clerk of Courts and/or employees of the Clerk of Courts and any other judges.

23, Itis clear that the issuance and execution of the Administrative Orders (Exs. A —~
F) operate as a de facto suspension of me from my judicial duties without having been afforded
due process of law as guaranteed nie under Gov. Bar R. V. The Certificd Complaint is pending,
no interim suspension has been sought or obtained, and yet, I am being prevented from presiding

over the matters which are the subject of the Administrative Orders, Judge Adrine has already



sanctioned me and allowing the Administrative Orders to stand would continue to permit him to
sanction me without the procedures guaranteed me under Gov. Bar R. V having been concluded.
As such, Judge Adrine has improperly assumed the Supreme Court of Ohig’s exclusive power
and duty to regulate the practice of law conferred upon it by Article IV, Section 2(B)(1)(g) of the
Ohio Constitution.

24. 1 have no other available or adé‘quate remedy at law to allow me to avoid and/or
redress injury and to resume the duties and responsibilities conferred upon me by my office as
Jjudge of the Cleveland Municipal Court, as explained above, but for the obtaining of Writs of
Quo Warranto, Mandamus and f’rohibilz‘on by virtue of my Complaint to which this Affidavit is
attached,

Further, Affiant sayeth naught.

,&/f%’j L//

tZ norable Angela R. EJtOI\Ca
Judge fthe Cleveland Mumc;pﬂ Court

v . ‘ . Y
Sworn to and subscribed before me and in my presence this % D day of March,

2014,

\ij/

Notary Pubhc

RICHARD . ALKIRE, ATTY.
E\%T[ ¢ PUBLIC ¢ STATE OF D%‘ﬂO
My Commission Has Mo Expiration Dals
Section 147.02 QLR.L,



IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL CO
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STATE OF OHIO ) v AR ORDER
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) NO: 2014:003- 158 CURT

) W g COURT

)
IN RE: Temporary Transfer and Reassignment of all Pending Criminal

Misdemeanor, Criminal Minor Misdemeanor and Traffic Matiers Currently
Assigned to the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibility for all criminal misdemeanor, criminal minor misdemeanor and traffic matters cuivently
assigned to the personal docket of the Honorable Angsla R. Stokes is hereby transferred to the
Administrative Judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court, for review and/or pending temporary
reassignment. Any such ransfers and temporary reassignments will be in effect only during the
pendency of the certified complaint filed against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Cour{’s Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline on October 14, 2013, uniess the transferred case is
otherwise resotved in the interim. The transfers are made pursuant to authority granted under Sup. R.
4(B) and Sup. R. 4(B)(1), and in orderto maintain and enhance public confidence in the legal systers
(Paragraph 1, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct).

The transfers are justified for the following reasons:

s A certified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court’s Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipling was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Court.

» Al of those allegations concerned her mishandling of criminal matters and mistreatment of -
participants in criminal hearings, inchiding defendants, witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the gencral
public,

» Since the original complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and continuing through
and after the complaint’s certification by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems. involving the Judge’s handling of her
personal criminal docket.

» The cotrt continues to gverage one t6 two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.

Pending resolution of the certified complaint, no additjonal criminal misdemeanor, minor misdemeanor or
traffic matiers are to be assigned to Judge Stokes.

ITES SO ORDERED. /‘)

) N
Date: '3//[ L“f/l} i Lf \3\/@\/’\&&;\

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

Exhibit 2
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IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

STATE OF OHIO ADMINISTRATIVEBREERY P & 10

NO. 2014-004: ; i COURT

CUYAHOGA COUNTY

\/.vav

INRE: Temporary Transfer and Status Review of all Probation Matters on the
Personal Docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibiiit); for the sﬁpervisio_n of all criminal defendants curi‘ently maintained on ‘probation on the
personat docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes is hereby transferred to the Administrative Judge of
the Cleveland Municipal Court, for status review and/or possible temporary reassignment.  Said transfer
and temporary reassignments will only be in effect during the pendency of the certified complaint filed
against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Court>s Board of Commissioniers on Grievances and Discipline on
October 14, 2013, unless a case is otherwise resolved in the interim. The transfer is made pursuant to
authority graited under Sup. R. 4(B) and. Sup. R. 4B)(1), and in order to maintain and enhance public
confidence in the legal system (Paragraph'1, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct),

The transfer is justified for the following reasons:

* A ceitified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court’s Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Cout,

» Al of those allegations concerned her mishandling of criminal matters and mistreatment of
participants in criminal hearings, including defendants, witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general
public. '

*  Since the original complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and continuing through
and afier the complaint’s certification by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems involving the J udge’s handling of her
personal eriminal docket.

* The conrt continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.

Pending resolution of the certified complaint, no probation matters shall be assigned to Judge Stokes for
supervision.

IT IS SO ORDERED. e r f AT
w2
Date: »»7// / (J/ﬁ@) L{ A A AW ’lw\xv

‘ Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

Exhibit B
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IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

)
STATE OF OHIO ) ADMINISTRATIVE Oﬁ@gﬁ}@ 1y P o il
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) NO. 2014~00'5> . ;
) tod b
)
IN RE: Temporary Transfer of Responsibility for Status Review of Individuals

Sentenced to Incarceration by the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibility for status review of all criminal defendants sentericed to a period of incarceration by the
Honorable Angela R. Stokes is hercby temporarily transferred to the Administrative Judge of the ‘
Cleveland Municipal Conit. Said transfer will be in effect only during the pendency of the certified
complaint filed against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Court’s Board of Commnissioners on Grievances
and Discipline on October 14, 2013, unless the case is otherwise resolved in the interim. The transfer is
made pursuant to anthority granted under Sup. R.4(B)and Sup. R. 4(B)(1), and in order to maintain and
enbance public confidence in the legal system (Paragraph 1, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct).

The transfer is justified for the following reasons:

» A certified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court’s Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Court.

»  All of those allegations concerned her mishandiing of criminal matters and mistreatinent of
participants in criminal hearings, including defendants, witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general

- public, : -

» Sincethe original complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and confinuing through
and after the complaint’s certification by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems involving the Judge’s handling of her
personal criminal docket. :

» The court continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week,

Pending resolution of the certified comp}aiﬁt, no incarceration status reviews shall be conducted by
Judge Stokes.

ITIS SO ORDERED. )

Date: 3[ / } L‘!/ A0 l {\3%&%

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

Exhibit C
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IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

FiLED

) 3
STATE OF OHIO Y  ADMINISTRATIVE ORBERR 14 P & 10
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) Ty
) CLERR O COURT
Co ) 3E4

IN RE: TEMPORARY INCREASE IN CIVIL CASE ASSIGNMENTS TO THE
PERSONAL DOCKET OF THE HONORABLE ANGELA R. STOKES

Due to the temporary transfer of all criminal matters assigned to the personal docket of
the Honorable Angela R. Stokes, Central Scheduling is hereby ordered to adjust the
random draw of case assignments as follows:

1. Pursuant to Administrative Order 2014—003, and until further administrative
order, Judge Stokes is ordered removed from the court’s random draw of criminal
misdemeanor, minor misdemeanor and traffic cases.

2. Due to the temporary transfer of all criminal, quasi-¢riminal and traffic matters
from Judge Stokes’ personal docket, central scheduling is ordered to adjust the

civil randora draw to increase the percentage of civil cases assigned 1o Judge Stokes,

unti] further administrative order,

In addition, Judge Stokes is contimally assigned to Particular Session One as follows:

two weeks on, followed by one week off, beginning the week of March. 24, 2014, while

the certified complaint filed with the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline is
pending against her in the Ohio Supreme Court,

IT IS SO ORDERED. O @ N
f' t' ;3 ":, \\/ - ¢ B
Date: B/H/M/l’/ O\ ) N ),{’/V\Q
T Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

Exhibit D
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IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

) S
STATE OF OHIO ) ADMINISTRATIVE QRDERE
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) NO.2014-007:25 = 1
) ¥ = g
2 £ 1
) L O
INRE: Cuyahoga County Public Defender’s Motion 6 Transfer Casesgronﬁhe

Docket of Hon. Angela R. Stokes and to Step the Further Assignment of
Crimina} Cases te Her Docket : .

This matter came on for hearing on the court’s Administrative Docket.

Upon full review and due consideration, the motion is DENIED as MOOT.
. Adrine

TS 50 ORDERED.
Date: B/IL[ ]ROZL{ G
o | Ronald B

Administrative & Presiding Judge

Exhibit B
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IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

)
STATE OF OHIO ) i
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) -
) 5 K
) i : o
INRE: Physical Retrieval of all Pending Criminal Misdemeanor, Crinﬁnal%nor

Misdemeanor and Traffic Matters Currently Assigned to the Personal v
Docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes for Review, Temporary Transfer
and/er Reassignment '

Pursuant 1o the directives found in Administrative Orders 2014-003, 2014-004 and 20 14-605,
the Clerk and Central Scheduling Office are instructed to exercise all due diligence to physically
retrieve all criminal misdemesanor, criminal minor misdemeanor and traffic case files currently
assigned to the personal docket of, and in the custody of, the Honorable Angela R. Stokes. -

If all due diligence fails to retrieve the files, the Clerk is directed to construct a duplicate file for
the court’s use,

IT IS SO ORDERED. - /\) Q) @ @ﬁgf .
Date: B/} Lf/ 2014 | \\j\ﬁ\fuﬁ/ ., \,;; AN 8

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

Exhibit P
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CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT
Judicial Division
Inter-Office Correspondence

TO: Hon, Angela R. Stokes CJ ‘

o NG

FROM: Hon. Ronald B. Adrine & Q
Administrative & Presiding Judge -

DATE: March 14, 2014

RE: Temporary Transfer of Responsibility for All Criminal Misdemeanor, Minor
Misdemeanor and Traffic Matters Appearing on the Personal Docket of the
Honorable Angela R, Stokes

Judge:

Please be informed that, pursuant to authority granted to the Administrative J udge by R.4(B) and
RA4(B)(1) of the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio, I have issued the attached
Administrative Orders temporarily transterring responsibility for oversight, review and
disposition of all criminal, quasi-criminal and traffic matters appearing on your personal docket.
This includes matters previously resolved and placed on probation and those under sentence of
incarceration. The justification for this action is set forth in the attached Administrative Orders.

The transfer was effective upon the journalization of the aforementioned Administrative Orders
and will continue only until such time as the certified complaint pending against you before the
Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline is resolved in the Supreme Cowut of
Ohia.

While the Administrative Orders are in effect, Central Scheduling is under instruction not to
assign any new criminal misdemeanor, criminal minor misdemneanor or traffic cases to your
personat docket.

In addition, while the Administrative Orders are in place, all cases assigned to your personal
docket will be civil. Central Scheduling is under instruction to increase the percentage of civil
cases assigned to you in order to stabilize your caseload during this period and you are herehy
notified of an increase in your assignment to Particular Session One until the certified complaint
pending against you before the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline is
tesolved in the Supreme Court of Ohio.

Please be informed that your access to all of the noted files assigned to you before the issuance
of these orders is now embargoed while the transfer s affected, Recognizing that you may
require access to some criminal, quasi-criminal and/or traffic matters in order to assist in the
preparation of your response to the certified complaint, please be informed that access may be

Exhibit @



obtained through the office of the Administrative J udge while the Administrative Orders of
transfer are in effect.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

RBA:cmr
Attachments

cer  Associate Judges _
Earle B. Turner, Clerk of Court
Department Managers
Victor Perez, Chief Prosecutor, City of Cleveland
Robert Tobik, Cuyahoga County Public Defender
David Carroll, Interim Commissioner, Dept. of Corrections, City of Cleveland
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My A 1 P20
- “IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

INRE: , ) CASE NO,

Defendants in Crigrinal Cases ) JUDGE RGNALD ADRINE

Assignedto thi )

The. Honorable Angela R Stokes ),
5
3 ;STOKES AND T '
) _,ASS!GNMENT OF. CRZM!NA : ASES TO
) ‘_HER DOCKET

b Introduction

2701.031 regardmg the d:squahﬂcaﬂon of municipal judges. In support of his Motion to

Transfer Cnmmat Cases from the Docket of Hon. Angela R. Stokes and to Stop the

Defender cités paragraphs in a Complaint-filed against The Honorable Angela R. Stokes
before-fhe Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Ohio Supreme

Court, in part arising from a grievance fited by Judge Ronald Adrine.

note'that the Complaint has been answered and all allegations of misconduct have

been deniad.

Furthier, while citing the fact that a Probable Cause Panel aliowed for the Fermal

Complaint to be filed, such finding in no way is a finding of migconduct. While Judge

Exhibit H




LAW UFMICE-OF

Richard € Alkiz

* 6060 Rockside
{2Y6)'674-055

Q. LLRA,

Sovdevard «Indgp‘_(_a_:dcnc_e‘ Ohio 44151-2338,

250:Spectrum Office Building

Stokes is sure that the Public Defender relies upon the legal maxim that an accused is

connection with Judge Stokes, having filed a grievance which, in part, gave rise to the

Complaint, as well as the execition of an Affidavit attached to a recent Motion to subject

- Judge Stokes to a psychiatric-examination, which-was denied, he should not have ruled

on this Motion to Transfer.

Consonant with Judge Adrine’s refusal to allow for due process, he has
prematurely ruled on the Cuyatioga Courily Public Defendsr's Motion to Transfer Cases

from the: Docket of Hon. Angela R. Stokés and te Stisp the Further Assignment of

€iiminal Cases 1o her Docket through an Administrative Order No. 2014-007 filed op

March 14, 201 4, attached as Ex. D. This Motion was filed oi March 7, 2014, and

avoid complying with the mandates of R.C. 2701.031, it should be denied. When 4
similar request was made to Judge Adrine in October 2073, he correctly peinted out that
he did not have jurisdiction to rule on the request, but rather, it had to be brought before
the Court of Common Pleas. (See correspondénce of Judye Adrine of Ob_tober 28,

2013, attached hereto as Ex. A)) Each and every Motion to Disqualify Judge Stokes,
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Richard C, a1kire Co., LP.A.

*6080 ‘Ré';kgide Wobds Boulevard » Indepandence, Ohio 24181-2335

250 Spectrum Office. Butlding

which has been brought before the Court of Common Pleas as required by R.C.

2701, 031 has been denied.

For all of the reasons stated abové and those which follow; Judge Sickes

respectfully requests that this Honorable Court deny the Motion 16 Transfer.

i Lawand Argument

A Judge Adrine Must Voluntarily stquahfv Himself from Ruhnﬂ
onthe !nstant Motlon fo Transfer

‘A_drine has ifhﬁtérjected himselfias a matérial witness soncerning the Stokes disciplinary:

proceeding,

~ As such, Judge Adrine should have voluntarily disqualified himself from ruling on

'th,g:vinstar‘it Motion, as his impartiaiityﬁ is in.question it corinection with his personal

Mumcxpal Court Judqe Can Be Dtsquahfed

R.C. 2701.031 provides a procedure for the disqualification of a judge of a
Municipal Court who “allegedly is interested in a proceeding pending before the judge,
allegedly is related to or has a bias or prejudice for or against a party to a procéeding

pending before the judge or to a party's counsel, or allegedly otherwise is disqualified to




preside in a proceeding pending before the judge” by the filing of an affidavit of
disqualification with the Clerk of the Municipal Court. The Clerk, under the statute, is
duty bound to notify the Presiding Judge of the Gourt of Goimmon Pleas of the fact that

such Affidavit has been filed. Thereafter, the Presiding Judge of the Couft of Gonimon

Pleas rules on the disqualifieation and issues an entry in the matiér,

in the instant situation, the Public Defender is.seeking an end around this statute

specific allegations which would warrant the disqualification of Judge: Siokes:in a

particular matter and submission to the Cotrt of Common Pleas for determination; itis

Fax: (216) 6740104

‘Ohio-6994 (11" Dist., Portage County); State v Nichols, 2008-Ohio-3324 (4™ Dist.,

Sciota County).

(216) 674-0550:

has been filed dgainst Judge Stokes, Presiding Judges of the Guyahoga County Court

m
5
s
g
3 ¥ Indeed, in at least four cases since the aforementioned disciplinary Complaint
5
E
;f:)i of Common Pleas have denied such requests to disqualify Judge Stokes. See Orders
7
]

issued in connection with City of Cleveland v. Frank Petrucei and City-of Clevetand v.
William Baeslack, two cases in which attorney Hilow sought disqualification of Judge
Stokes, since he was mentioned in the Complaint, City 6f Cleveland v. Hayes and Cii‘y

of Cleveland v. Downing {collectively attached hereto as Ex. B)
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To transfer all criminal cases from Judge Stokes’ docket and to stop any further
gssignment of such criminal cases fo her docket on the basis set forth in the Public
Defender’s Motion is to permit ¢circumventing the requfremen'ts imposed under R.C.
2701.031. As such, it iswholly improper to have granted such Motion,

C. The Alleqatxons of D:sc:phnary Comp!amt An and ef

client. This claim is voutrageou_s.and seeks to placethe eait before the‘ h‘:@fr‘sé‘é-x_pjsjofa'rfas;
the allegations of the disciplinary Complaint:afe only that and have not been provesy by
clear and convincing evidence and have not proceeded to any sanction against Judge

Stokes.

the Panel assigned to hear Judge Stokes’ case: inthis connection; the incident

involving Scott Malbasa was used as a ground to cause Judge Stokes fo subject herself

| toa psychiatric examination even-before the Hearing on-the: N‘ents in the disciplinary-—

matter. After the Motion for a Psychzatnc Examination was opposed by Judge Stokes,

the Panel denied the Motion. (See Ex. C attached hereto)

on




As such, the: ¢laim of the Public.-Defender is not supported by any evidence

properly before this Gourt.

. Congclusion
Accordingly, for the foregoing reasons, this Honorable Court should have

voluntarily disqualified itself from hearing the instant Motion to Transfer, arid, since it

h‘as pr,eimatu:r;e!yrd_enied it-as moot, should now vacateits order and deny.the Motion to

Presiding Judge of the-Court.of Common Pleas of Cuyahoga County, Ohio.

< » Independence, Ohio 44131-2338

@ 8 e i b T e b
&5 § Respectfully submitied,
= S © AT L
5885
g g2
5
0% 84

Richard G

250 Spectrum Office Building » 6080 Rockside

~
&

C: { Dean Nsedmg {#0063532}
RJCHARD C. ALKIRE CO L'P.A‘;

6080 Rockszde Woods Bou!evard
Independence, Ohio. 44131-2335
(216) 874-0558
Fax (216) 674 0104
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(epelann Huniripal Court

JUBTICE CENTER
1200 ONFARIO STREET
CLEVELAND. OHICY 441713

HONALD'B. ADRINE B {216)684:4975
)"\QMIN!STRATWE AND ' FAXAZT8) 664-6737
PRESIDING JUDGE

P4

October 28,2013 - P

Robert‘ L»a ’}‘oblk ‘ < R i

3 I 0 La}\esldc Avcnue Smte 208 £
Cleveland, Ohio 441 13 3

1 smmin regeipt of your request that' I, 1) reassign all eases involving’ youroffice currently
pending before the Honorable Angeld R. Stokes, 4ind 2) that ' refrain from having any
new cases involving’ your office sssigned to her docket:

e nAtirE of Your Feguest, }amconcernéd that thedssties that ou rai¥émay ore
: -be subject to adjudication before the Court:cF Comimon orthe Supreme
Courtof Ohio.. Moreover, your request doés not placé anythinig offi cifilly before the-court

‘that-dean consider oraact upon..

\/’ery ’tl‘u]}" YOUfS’

Ronald B. Adrine.
Administrative and Presiding, Judge

RBAcmr

cc;  Judge AngelaR. Stokesy” .
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1316
STATE OF OHIO ¥ . IN'THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS:
) 88 - 2
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) ' L&e‘iﬂﬁand Munieipal Court
_ Case Nog: 2013 TRD 063646 & A 565841
| UL T =N
CLERH 3¢ up
! COVAlaEA ehfRES, |
HENRY HILOW, Tudge: JOHNIRUSSO'
Movant SDI4 077293
. ) JUDCMENT ENTRY
CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT ¥
JUDGE ANGELA STOKES, y
)
)
)

Respondent.

3

Disgualification of G‘eorge, 100 Ohio $t.3d 1241, 2603-Ohio-5489, 798 N, E 2d 23, 7{ 3,

Further, au affidavit of djs qualification must allepe wﬁh specificity the purported grounds for

disqualification, including specific facts that demonstrafe Jud;c)al bias. Sze R.C. 2701,03 (B)‘(‘lf),,

In this affidavit, Movant states he is & named party to a complaint filed: againsc Tudge
Angela Stokes withthcya Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme
Court of Ohio. This alone does not indicate any clear or compelling evidence of bias or

prejudice against Movant by Judge Stokes. Further, on January 9, 2014, Judge Stokes




© 0311242014

18:16 FA P.0asI016

mdwated her commxtmcm to continue to be fair and impartial in Joumal cntrws for both eases,
Defendant Petrucei has a}ready pled “no contest” and only has & routine supsrvision

involvement with Judge Stokes courtroony. Defendant Baseslac}c’s cdsg 1s still. befors Judpe

Stokes, but the Motion for Disqualification fails fo put forth any evidence of bias or prejudices

mistmtwaf}udge
Cuyahng Colsty Common Pleas: Court Gen: Biv.

REDEWED FOR Fiy g

UAR 0 4 2014




1 STATE OF GHIO i IN THE COURTOF COMMON PLEAS

;;f CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) Clevelwnd Municips! Court
VB3RS 13 257 CaseNo: 13 CRB 17219

City.of Clevelanil'vs. Rowan Hayes

SR e

[ RGW. AN HAYES Judge: NANCY A FUERST
o SDI3077218 "y

JUDGNENT ENTRY

- Complriiit
NANCYA FUPRST
S0 1308

N Nt N N e

City of Cleveland'vs, Rowan Hayes, the _Ccnn-mfes as follows:;

Rowan Hayes asserts that in 2008 and in the 1990°s, he was removed from the

courtroom of Judge:Stokes. Inreviewing all filixigs submiited in support-ofand Inopposition

1o the Affidavit »of-Prejudice, the Court finds that the record fiils to dernonstrate biagand

i prejudice against Rowan Hayes, TRESTTEORGHD 73

Affidavit of Prejudice is {

ng&?a R. Stakes is denied.

NANCY A.
Presiding/At s Judge
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Gen: Div

CLERK
Mg 14701,
JUDYAEHT Eorvi

FCW!‘JUUH
CLMTH/’L S5

U
AU G




Lertificate of Service.

A copy of the foregoing Judgnient Entry has-been mailed August 13, 2013 to Rowan
}' “Hayes, 2026 West 52 Street, Cleveland, OH 44102 by ordisiary maif, hand delivered. and

644238, and filed wiih the Clerk, Cleveland

‘ f faxed to the Clévetand Municipal Court at 2

| Minicipal Court, 1200 Ostaxio St, Cleveland, OH 44113,




IN THE COURT QF . COMMON PLEAS

Cleveland Municipal Court
=2 2 58Case No. 13 TRC 16058

ROBERT W. DOWNING Judge: NANCY AFUERST

Movant SD 13 07]279

JUDEMENT ENTRY

(I CEEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

Respondenit.

R N LI

N."Jan ey Ay Fuerst, Judpe;

: Upon consideration @ftne Affidavitof Disqu aliﬁ:cati;u Pursuant to R.C..2701.031,
against Cleveland Mmﬁcfﬁal@ourt Judge Angela R. Stokes, in Case No. 13 TRC 16088, Ciry
of Clevelaniivs. Robert w. Downing, the Court rules as foliows:

Mvant Roberl W. Dowiing asseits that Judge Stokes has demonsizated an enuity

an unreasonable trial date. In t’he‘altemai:‘ive,. movan(asserts that even if statements on (he
record 86 not .dezﬁoziSU??:Ee bias orprejudice, there is an appearance of prejudice vihich
WArANts di‘s'q valification.

o reviewing all filings and hearing transcripts submitted jn-support of and in
opposition to the Affidavit of Disqualification, the-Court finds that ibe record fails to

[ demonstrate bias and prejudice agdinst Robert W, Downing or his counsel.




Affidavit of Prejudice is not well-taken and the request for dxsquahﬂcatlon of Judge

ngela R, Stokes is denied:

IT IS SO ORDERED )
& / 3 / 2

NANEY 7
Presiding?/
Cuyahaga Coumy Comn‘on P}eas Coun Gen Div

Certificate of Sevvice

B;Stein, Esg.and Ashley L. Jones, Esg, Attorneys for Robert W. Downing, 75 Public Square,.

. Stiifﬁ@%i?"l 4, Cleveland, OH 44113 by ordiliacy mail, fand délivered and faxed to the Clevelang’

THE STATE OF OHIO

FY "3‘»\7 THE kF‘DVi— AND« O l,“}
= ThE RIGINAL

i
l
1
H
1
i

Luyancga Coninty

- Deputy

Ry.
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BEFORE TH}L BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS F“’ ED
ON : : /
GRIEVANEES AND DISCIPLINE FEB 18 2014
BOARD OF COMMISSIONESS

THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO ON GRIEVANCES & DisCipLNg

In re:

Compliint against

Judge Angela Rochelle:Stokes Case No. 2013-057
Respondent

Rélafor

This matter-cories before the Iianei'fon»_detﬁnﬁi_nation of the Reldtor’s Motion: for:

Psychiatsic Evaluation filed on January 7, 2014 Th‘ef?anel hias reviewed the motion and the

themselVes to discuss these materials and the applicable law.,

Rule V, Seetion 7(C) of the Rules for the Government of the Bar grants a hearing Panel
the:discretion to ordera psychiatric evalis
under certain specified conditions, one of which,is that the mental filness of the respondent has

been placed at issue. Mental iliness is assigned that meaning set forth in R.C, 5122.01¢A), which

'bnhavmr, cczpac}iy o rﬁcog
Iife.

<o ' Ex. C




The Panel recognizes that there is 8 certain social. st gma asgaciated wit'h‘_;_}_)ayijjngto
undergo a psychiatric evaludtion especial Iywhere, as in this case, the respondent is a'wéll-known

individual in the community. For this reason the Panel believes that an éxamination should.only

defined in R.C. 5122.01(A).

It is the Panels:ruling that the Respondent shall not be requiired to undergo a psychidtric
evaluation athis time. Therefore, the Relator’s Motion for Psychiatric Evaluation is denied.
However, if additional, substantive-evidence of a-mental illness comes to the attention of the
Panel at a'later time, the Panel xeserves the #ight to order a psychiatrie examination pursuant to
Gov: BarR. Y, Section 7(C) upén;éiﬁiér”th&Pﬁhﬁl’&.own motion or & motion __of :'c'itherf paity. &

It should be further noted that this ruling is only limited to the Panél®s determination of

merits of the Reldtor’s Complaint.

1tis so ORDERED.

¢ ___per authorization
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)
STATE OF OHIO )
CUYAHOGA COUNTY )
S

)

Docket of Hon Angeh R StokLs (md tc Stop the T I'urther Assxgnment of
Criminal Cases to/Her Docket C R

Romald B. Adrine
Administrative:& Presiding Judge

JOURNALA 1 6 race 4 33



C AW uERE UK .
Richard C. Alkire Co. L. BiA.
080 Rockside Woods Bowlivard » Ind,

ependencs, Ohln 441312385

U850 » Faxsi(216) 674-0104

250 Specuiuin:Office Butlding™ &

AR

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of the foregoing Brief in Opposition to Motion to Transfer: Ctiminal-Cases:

March, 2014 to:

‘Robert L. Tobik
310 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 400

Cleveland Ohio 44113

Vietor Perez

10" Floor, JusticeCenter
1200 Ontario Street
Cleveland, OH 44113

Hon. Ronald Adrine
1200 Ontario Street
Cleveland, OH 44113

Cuyahoga. County Public Defender

City of Cleveland Prosecutor

Dean Nieding (0003532) e

Counsel for The Honorable
Angela R. Stokes




FILED

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ON |
GRIEVANCES AND DISCIPLINE FEB 16 200
OF BOARD OF CoMMissioNERg
THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO ON GRIEVANCES & DISCIPLiNE
Inre;
Complaint against

Judge Angels Rochelle Stokes Case No, 2013-057

Respondent
Disciplinary Counsel

Relator
PANEL ORDER

This matter comes before the Pane] for determination of the Relator’s Motion for
Psychiatric Evaluation filed on January 7, 2014, The Panel has reviewed the motion and the
materials submitted in support thereof, the Respondent’s Brief in opposition to the Motion and
the Relator’s Reply. In addition, the Panel members conducted a phone conference among
themselves to discuss these materials and the applicable law,

Rule V, Section 7(C) of the Rules for the Government of the Bar grants a hearing Panel
the discretion to order a psychiatric evaluation on its own thotion or the motion of either party
under certain specified conditions, one of which is that the mental illness of the respsndent has

been placed at issue. Mental iliness is assigried that meaning set forth in R.C. 5122.01 (A), which

section provides

(A) “Mental Illness"” means a substantial disorder of thought, mood,
perception, orientation, or memory that grossly impairs judgment,
behavior, capacity to recognize reality, or meet the ordinary demands of
life. ‘

- . Exhibit T i



The Patel recognizes that there is a certain social stigma asspciated with having to
undergo a psychiatric evaluation especially where, as in this case, the respondent is a well-known
individual in the community. For this reason the Panel believes that an examination should only
be ordered under compelling circumstances,

The Relator has presented video and affidavit evidence of the Respondent’s everyday
courtroom activities. This evidence fails to demonstrate conduet indicative of a mental illness as
defined in R.C. 5122.01(A).

It is the Panel’s ruling that the Respondent shall not be required to undergo a psychiatric
evaluation at this iimc, Therefore, the Relator’s Motion for Psychiatric Evaluation is denied.
However, if additional, substantive evidence of a mental iflness comes to the atention of the
Panel at a later time, the Panel reserves the right to order a psychiatric examination pursuant {o
Gov. Bar R, V, Section 7(C) upon either the Panel’s own motion or a motion of either party.

It should be further noted that this ruling is only limited to the Panel’s determination of
the pending motion and should not be construed as 4 reflection of the Panel’s attitude toward the
merits of the Relator’s Complaint.

Tt is s0 ORDERED.

Rodehetfét, Panel Chair

Stqﬁlen C.

ey

__per authorization
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I¥ THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

STATE OF OHIO )
‘ ’ } 88 - ] L g i1 . .
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) " Hedied diand Municipal Couit
: Case Nos. 2013 TRD 065646 & A 565841 -
Al MR -y P o 3p
Cf..f i <
CivAlogA SRTS
HENRY HILOW, Judge: JOHN JRUSSO
Movent ST 14 077293
, 2 .
V. ) JUDGMENT ENTRY
), .
CLEVELAND MUNICIPAY, COURT )
JUDGE ANGELA STOKES, 3 "y gy
) CLERK
Respondent, )
« )

MAR.—-5 2014

JudameNyt ENTRY NECHIVED
FOR JOUMNALIZATION
CENTRAL SCHEDULING

sopn F, Russo, Judpe:

Movant Henry Hilow’s Motion for Disqualification Cle’valand Municipal Coutt cases
for 2013 TRD 065646 (C.‘zty of Cleveland v. Prank Petrucci) and A 565841 (City of C‘Ieveland.ﬁ_‘ ‘, '
" v. William Baeslack) are Depied. “The statutor ¥ right to seek disqualification of a judge i3 an

ext,aordmzuy remedy. * % % A fudge is presumed to follow the law and not to be biased, and
the appearance of bias or prejudice must be eompelling to overcome these prasumptzons "Inre
Disqualification g George 100 Ghio St.34 1241, 2003- tho-5489 798 N. L.2d 23, ‘{{ 3.

Purther, an ’afﬁdavxt of disqualification must allege with specificity the purparted grounds for
disqualification, including specific facts that demonstrate judicial bias, See R.C. 2701 03(BY(D),

In this affidavit, Movant states he is a namied paxrty to a complaint filed against J udge

Angela Stokes with :ihz; Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline of the Supreme
‘Court of Ohio., This alone does not indicate mny clear or comgpelling evidence of bias or

prejudice against Movant by Judge Stokes. Tunther, on January 9, 2014, Tudge Stokes

- Exhibit K



iﬁdicatcd her commiu'ncrﬁ to continue to be fair and impartial in journal entres for both cases,
Defendant Petrucci has already pled “no contest” and only has a routine supervision
involvement with Jadge Stokes..’ courtroom. Defendant Baseslack’s case is still before Judge
Stokes, but the Motion for Disqualification fails to put forth any evidence of bias or prejudice
that has been displayed by the Court against Movqnt.

Therefore, Movant Henry Hilow’é Motion for Disqualification of Judge Angela Stokes

iz Denied,

ITES 890 ORDERED. -
3 ?zﬁ | Jp/&

fe

USS0

Prb dminisivative Judge
Cuyahega County Comsnon Pleas Court, Gen. Div,

REGEIVED FOR FiLng

MAR 0 4 2015

ccuvmcfu COUNTY
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STATE OF OHIO y o IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

8D 13077218
Respondent .

: } 88-
CUYAHOGA C‘OUNTY” P T ... Cleveland Municipa} Court
: IR LS 2 257 CageNo. 13 CRB 17219
~ City-of Cleveland vs. Rowan Hayes
|
|| ROWAN HAYES  ov E Judge: NANCY A FUERST
Movant ' SD 13077218
V4
v ) JUDGMENT ENTRY
3 :
{{ CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT ) - Complaint
1 JUDGE ANGELA R. ST(}KES )] MNANCY A FURRST
)
3
)

Nancy A, Fuerst, Judpe:
Upos consideration of the Affidavit of Prejudiee and/or Disqualification and Motion
},"To Have Adminisirative. Judge Designate Another J udge for Benoh Trial, filed on June 26,

1 2013 against Cleveland Municipal Court Judge Angela R. Stokes, in Case No, 13 CRB 17219,

‘ C‘u’y of Cleveland vs. Rowan Hayes, the Court rules as follows:

Rowan Hay‘es asseris that in 2008 and in the 1990’s, he was removed from the
4 _‘courtroom of Judge Stokes, In reviewing all filings submitied in support of ang in opposition
1 fo the Affidavit of Prejudice, the Court finds that the record fails to demonstrate biss and

T, mscmxgoxfmscoum

§ prejudice against Rowan Hayes. OFOHID
' TRESWE o :ss OF COMMONPLEAS

CUVEHOGA ¢

| IrISsooRpERED  OUYAMOS) /)29
L "7«* LAy 3. REGRVED m&'mm _ A
CLE K Date T NCY A, FUELS
: AUG 1 3 2013 Preszdmg//&c i slmuyeludge

IXUG 14 7 013 Cuyzhaoga County Common Pleas Court, Gen Diy

JUDGMEMT ENTI TECEIVED
FOR JOURNMNZATION
CENTAALBCHIEDULING

Exhibit I



Certificate of Service

A copy of the foregoing Judgment Entry has been mailed Augyst 13, 2013 to Rowan

1| Hayes, 2026 West 52™ Street, Cleveland, OH 44102 by ordinary mail, hand delivered and

11 faxed to the Cleveland Municipal Court at 216.664.4238, and filed with the Clerk, Cleveland

Municipal Coutt, 1200 Ontario St., Cleveland, O 44113,

NANCY A )TUIZRST
Presidingfd dminiguntive Judge
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Gen Div

S, OF COMPGH PLEAS YITHIN
Caiyahes Gaunty’ ARSI cnmm

’ » CORECTIAS
Y THAETHE ABOVERND EOREEABIL
ngx{i‘-\{gg’g PIEL ”)WHF CHUGHIAL f

m{: STATE OF OHG } L THECLERROF TRETOURT

. - - —
> 7% 1CE
“OTV:EQSZS{‘%C ﬁ A,fg}?} SEAL OF 5!‘\ ifm THIS _Aj
i S Sitd.
DP:AO;(AHOLFM,'{'M ?( LLL . OF GOURTS

L , Daputy
Syww




STATE OF OHIO y - IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
j oSSy :
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ) Cleveland Municipal Conrt
i 543 T 7 5%Case No. 13 TRC 16088
City of Cleveland vs. Robert W. Bowning

ROBERT W. DOWNING Judge: NANCY A FUERST

Mowant SD 13 077219

v. JUDGMENT ENTRY

CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT
JUDGE ANGELA R. STOKES

Respondent

N Nt e N A N N N

Nancy A. Fuerst; Judse;

Upon consideration of thé Affidavit of D’isqualiﬁcati'én Pursuant to R.C. 2701.031,
against Cleveland Iviunicipal- Court Judge Angela R. Stokes, in Case No. 13 TRC 16088, City
of Cleveland vs. Robert w. Downing, the Court rules as follows:

Movant Robert W. Downing asserts. that Judge Stokes has demonstrated an enmity

toward him and his defense counsel by her rejection of a plea agreement and by the setting of
an unreasonable trial date. in the aItemaﬁVe, movant asserts that even if statemments on the
record do not demonstrate bias or prejudice, there is an appearance of prejudice which
warrants disqualification.

In reviewing all filings and hearing transcripts submitted in support of and in
opposition to the Affidavit of Disqualification, the Court finds that the record fails to

demonstrate bias and prejudice against Robert W. Downing or his counsel.

Exhibit M




Atfidavit of Prejudice is not well-taken and the request for disqualification of Judge

Angela R. Stokes is denied,

IT IS SO ORDERED B |
£ s ' ' / // / l

ALy | foifciisy

Date ' NANCY & FUERST

Presiding/Administrative Judge
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, Gen Div

Certificate of Service

A copy of the foregoing Judgment Entry has been mailed August 13, 2013 to Stanley
E..Stein, Esq and Ashley L', Jones, Esq, Attorneys for Robert W. Downing, 75 Public Square,. .
Suite 714, Cleveland, OH 44113 by ordinary mail, hand delix;cre'd and faxed te the Cleveland
| Municipal Court at 216.664.4238, and filed with the Clerk, Cleveland Mtﬁicipa.i Court, 1200

Ontario St., Cleveland, OH 44113

ZC/M&AM««W

——— - -V L FUERS
@ L E ?’E éﬁ{ ) gifcgl}; é’dligrﬁi:aive Judge

. Cuyahoga Cousty Common Pleas Court, Gen Div
AUG 142013

SJUDGMENT ENTNY NECTIVED
FOR JOURNALIZATION .
CENTRAL SCHEDULING o

. RECEIVED FOR FILING

suG 15 2013
S8 OF COMMOF

AND FOR SAID COU
NG ‘( )

v CUN Y
st
THE STATE OF OHI0 } . UL THE CL'”ﬁ O b .,e‘puf)*
k) {

Cuyahoga County

HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOYE AND FIR
TAhEN?:jD VL/HH'f( WATTHE ORIGINALL

NOW ON FILE i MY DFFICE
WTMESS &Y /r JDAND SEAL UF erlu (,?LLEU THIS~1.)
ory oF 44443 A

CUYAHOGH bOUNTY ;z ERE o% COURTS

8y \f 7 ff’ , Deputy
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