In The Supreme Court of Ohio

Mahoning County Bar Association,
Relator,

srrey

V.

Deneen Marie Marrelli,

Respondent. OBJECTIONS
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Introduction

Case No. 2013-1253

RELATOR’S ANSWER
BRIEF TO RESPONDENT’S

The parties are before the Court on Respondent, Deneen Marrelli’s Objections to this

Cowrt’s Order to Show Cause why the interim default suspension in this matter should not be

converted to an indefinite suspension. In her Objections, Respondent asserts a number of

personal issues she has had in her life since March 2012. However, Respondent fails to establish

a causal link and/or explain how her personal issues have led to this point, where Respondent

faces an indefinite suspension of her license to practice law. Relator, Mahoning County Bar

Association, submits this Answer Brief to explain the course of this matter. An indefinite

suspension is warranted. Relator asks the Court to enter an order

considering the history of this matter and Respondent’s Objections.

The Certification of Default and Respondent’s Addresses

CLERK OF COURT
SUPREME COURT OF OHID

This action began with the Certification of Default filed by the Board of Commissioners

on Grievances and Discipline on August 7, 2013. The Certification of Default included the

Affidavit of Richard A. Dove, Secretary, Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline

(hereinafter “Dove Affidavit”).

Respondent has had at least three addresses since 2012, to wit: Walter Street (Campbell,

Ohio); Stacy Street (West Palm Beach, Florida); and Deer Creek Club (Deerfield Beach,




Florida). Secretary Dove’s Affidavit establishes, inter alia, that on June 10, 2013, a Notice and
certified copy of a Complaint were sent via certified mail to Respondent’s Walter Street address.
Secretary Dove’s Affidavit also establishes that this was the only address reflected in the
attorney registration records maintained by the Supreme Court of Ohio, Office of Attorney
Services. (Dove Affidavit, §3). The Notice and Complaint were returned to the Board by the
United States Postal Service marked “return to sender, attempted-not known, unable to forward.”
(Dove Affidavit ,Y5).
In her Objections Respondent states:

My address for the purposes of my Supreme Court of Ohio

registration has consistently been 46 Walter Street, Campbell,

Ohio, 44405. See Exhibit A. (Respondent’s Objections, p.1).
In Respondent’s Exhibit A (which is the same as Respondent’s Exhibit D), dated April 12, 2013,
Respondent states:

At no time has correspondence from the Supreme Court of Ohio

not been accepted at the Walter Street address and has been

forwarded to me with all due haste. 1 have continued to maintain

the Walter Street address since arriving in Florida...(Respondent’s

Objections, Exhibits A and D).
As is demonstrated above (Dove Affidavit, §3 and §5) Respondent’s statement is not entirely
accurate. In addition, on at least three occasions, Relator has attempted to deliver mail to
Respondent’s Walter Street address via regular mail and certified mail and on each occasion the
mail was either refused or returned. (Relator’s Exhibits 1, 2, and 3, attached).!

While maintaining the Walter Street address with this Court, Respondent apparently lived

at the Stacy Street address in Florida. In September, 2012, Relator mailed a certified letter to

Respondent at Stacy Street. Respondent signed the Certified Mail Receipt. (Relator’s Exhibit 7,

attached). Thus, as of September 12, 2012, Respondent was accepting mail at Stacy Street and

! Interestingly, mail was accepted on at least two occasions for Respondent, c/o Martin Grant at a Lake Worth,
Florida address. Relator’s Exhibits 4 and 5, attached. Other attempts at that address were unsuccessful. Relator’s
Exhibit 6, attached.



was aware of the disciplinary matter pending against her. In October, 2012, certified mail to
Respondent to Stacy Street was “refused”. (Respondent’s Exhibit 8, attached).

Secretary Dove explains that on June 10, 2013, the Notice and copy of the Certified
Complaint were also mailed to Respondent at the Stacy Street address and that they were
returned marked “return to sender, attempted-not known, unable to forward.” (Dove Affidavit,
94 and 96.)

Respondent now explains that she was evicted from the Stacy Street address sometime in
May, 2013. Respondent asserts she was subsequently homeless. The next address that she

identifies is the Deer Creek Club address of which she notified this Court on September 3, 2013.2

The Interim Default Suspension

As a result of the above, on August 16, 2013, this Court issued an Order to Show Cause
why an interim default suspension should not be imposed. This Order was mailed via certified
mail to Respondent at the Walter Street address on August 16, 2013, and was returned
unclaimed. (Relator’s Exhibit 9, attached). Respondent then provided this Court with notice of a
change of address from Walter Street to Deer Creek Club on or about September 3, 2013.
Respondent never responded to the August 16, 2013, Order to Show Cause.

On September 23, 2013, this Court issued an Order imposing the interim default
suspension. This order was mailed via certified mail to Respondent at Walter Street, Stacy
Street, and Deer Creek Club. The Walter Street mailing and the Stacy Street mailing were both
returned marked “Unclaimed.” (Relator’s Exhibits 10 and 11, attached). Significantly, however,
Respondent received the Order imposing an interim default suspension and signed the certified

mail receipt for the same on September 26, 2013, (Relator’s Exhibit 12, attached).

? Respondent explains that about this time she was also permitted to change her status with this Court to “Inactive.”

3



The Order imposing the interim default suspension also ordered Respondent to do certain

things including, but not limited to, the following:

File with the clerk of this court and the disciplinary counsel of the

Supreme Court an affidavit showing compliance with this order,

showing proof of service of notices required herein, and setting

forth the address where respondent may receive communications;
Respondent has failed to comply with any part of this Order, which she received on September
26, 2013. Respondent’s Objections do not explain Respondent’s failure to comply with this

Order, nor does Respondent offer cause to excuse the failure to comply with the Order since

September 26, 2013.

Converting the Interim Default to an Indefinite Suspension

On March 31, 2014, six months after Respondent received the Order imposing an interim
default suspension, this Court issued an Order to Show Cause why Respondent’s interim default
suspension should not be converted to an indefinite suspension. Respondent has now filed

Objections to this most recent Order.

Conclusion

Respondent’s Objections do not explain why she has made no effort to communicate with
Relator, the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, or this Court prior to this
time. Respondent knew no later than September 5, 2012, that Relator intended to pursue a
complaint against her before the Board, The record also reflects that she was aware of her
interim remedial suspension since at least September 26, 2013. Respondent has failed to comply
with the interim remedial suspension Order and offers no explanation why she still has made no
effort to comply with that Order, more than six months after her receipt of it. Respondent offers
a number of sympathetic personal issues that have arisen in her life. However, Respondent

makes no effort to explain how those personal issues interfered with her ability to respond to any



of the above described events. Under the circumstances, Relator suggests that an indefinite
suspension (with credit for the time since the imposition of the interim default suspension) is
warranted. Relator asks that this Court enter an order it deems appropriate considering all of the
above.

Respectfully submitted

MAHONING COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

/ﬂ (-
RONALD E. SLIPSKI (0014404)
Bar Counsel
Green Haines Sgambati Co., L.P.A.
100 Federal Plaza East, Suite 800
P.O. Box 849
Youngstown, Ohio 44503
Telephone (330) 743-5101
Facsimile (330) 743-3451
rslipski@green-haines.com

Bar Counsel

Comstock, Springer &

100 Federal Plaza E46t, Suite 926
Youngstown, Ohid 44503
Telephone (330Y746-5643
Facsimile (330) 746-4925
dej@csandw.com

DAVID C. COMSTOCK, JR 66040145)
VKO;



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the foregoing complaint has been mailed by U.S. regular mail on
this 2 t‘S'l'day of May, 2014, to: Deneen Marrelli, Respondent; 2430 Deer Creek C.C. Blvd.,
Apt. 104, Deerfield Beach, FL 33442

MAHONING COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

.

RONALD E. SLIPSKI (0014404)
Bar Counsel

Green Haines Sgambati Co., L.P.A.
100 Federal Plaza East, Suite 800
P.O. Box 849

Youngstown, Ohio 44503
Telephone (330) 743-5101
Facsimile (330) 743-3451
rslipski@green-haines.com
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