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May 21, 2014

VIA F1:I)ERAI. EXPRESS
Mark Reed
Clerk of Court
Supreme Court of Ohio
65 South Front Street, 8th Floor
Columbus, Ohifl 43215

Re: YeanZes v. Honorable Steven E Gall, et aZ , Sup Ct.,
Case No. 201 -0W1

Dear Clerk Reed:

I am writing in response to the disqualification letter that was issued by counsel
for Respondents, Precision Directional Boring, L.L.C. and Gary Cole, on May 20,
2014. These Respondents had filed their Notice of Appeal in this Court on June
11, 2013, but waited ii months before objecting to Senior Associate Justice Paul
E. Pfeifer's participation in the proceeding.

Relators, Donald and Debra Yeaples, are aware of the litigation pending in the
Crawford County Court of Common Pleas. They have no objection to Senior
Associate Justice Pfeifer's continued- involvement in this proceeding.

Notably, Respondents are not parties to the Crawford County litigation. Nor does
it appear that their attorneys are actively involved in that proceeding.
Respondents' objection is merely that "one of the other partners" in their lawyers'
law firm - which is comprised of approximately sixty attorneys in three Ohio
offices - are representing another party adverse to a member of this Court.
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Relators submit that such tenuous grounds should justify a recusal (if ever) only
in extreme cases. Otherwise, an entire law firm can manipulate the composition
of a court simply by initiating or joining litigation in which a judge or justice is an
adverse party. Given that virtually every jurist in Ohio has been named at one
time or another in at least a mandamus or prohibition action, this concern is
hardly far-fetched.

If Respondents legitimately believe that their interests are in peril, the proper
recourse is for them to retain substitute counsel for this Supreme Court
proceeding. Their direct appeal as-a-right involves nothing more than a garden
variety venue dispute, which can be competently handled by any number of
qualified attorneys licensed to practice in Ohio.

Ver truly yours,

/^' We".,

Paul W. Flowers

PWF/cls

Cc: W. Craig Bashein, Esq. cbashein@basheinlaw.com
Shawn W. Maestle, Esq. smaestle@westonhurd.com
Charles E. Hannan, Esq. channan@prosecutor.cuyahogacounty.us
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