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STATEMENT OF THE FACTS

On July 30, 2012, Governor John R. Kasich signed Am.Sub.H.B. 153 ("H.B. 153"),

Ohio's 2012-2013 budget bill. The bill was duly enacted to address Ohio's looming eight billioiz

dollar budget deficit by making "operating appropriations for the biennium" and providing

"authorization and conditions for the operation of programs, including reforms for the efficient

and effective operation of state and local government." (See Appellees 10th Dist. Merit Br.,

Appx 2., R. 61 at p.137); H.B. 153. Pursuant to this title, H.B. 153 included, in part, biennial

appropriations for the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction ("DRC") to fund their

institutional operations; prisoner compensation; mental health services; administrative

operations; medical, education and recovery services; and lease payments. See H.B. 153 Section

373.10. H.B. 153 also contained several provisions aimed at reducing the amount of money

required by the DRC and other agencies of government. See generally H.B. 153.

The bill accomplished this goal, in part, by amending a pre-existing, 16 year-old prison

privatization program. See R.C. 9.06. The program was originally established in 1995 through

the creation of Ohio Revised Code Section 9.06 in 1995 Arn.Sub.H.B. 117, a general

appropriations bill whose stated subject - similar to H.B. 153 - was "to make appropriations for

the biennium * * * and to provide for the authorization and conditions for the operation of state

programs." See 1995 H.B. 117; see also H.B. 153. Through its passage, R.C. 9.06 authorized

the State of Ohio to enter into contracts with private companies for the purposes of operating and

managing Ohio's prisons so long as they realized a minimum of a 5% cost savings to the State

budget. R.C. 9.06(A)(4). The law also set up a structure of rules and regulations for governing

such transactions. See R.C. 9.06. Based on this authority, the State of Ohio began privatizing

prisons in the year 2000. The program was revisited and amended on five (5) separate occasions
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as needed; each time via an appropriations bill. See R.C. 9.06 (Legislative History). The

constitutionality of the creation of the prison privatization program and its first five (5)

amendments is unquestioned.

In order to address the immense budgetary issues Ohio faced in 2012, the General

Assembly enacted H.B. 153, Section 753.10, ("Sec. 753.10") which authorized the DRC to enter

into contracts with private entities for the sale of prison facilities. Sec. 753.10(B)(1). The General

Assembly also amended R.C. 9.06 to expand its rules to apply to any facility sold under Sec.

753.10. See R.C. 9.06(J)-(K).

These changes directly impact Ohio's budget appropriations in many ways. First and

most obviously, the sale of a prison facility immediately reduces the necessary funding the DRC

requires to operate and maintain Ohio's prison system. Second, Sec. 753.10 required all

proceeds from the sale of prison facilities to be deposited into the state treasury to redeem or

defease the Adult and Juvenile Correctional Facilities Bond Retirement Fund, with all remaining

revenues to be deposited into the General Revenue Fund. See Sec. 753.10. Third, newly added

R.C. 9.06(J)(3) ordered that all facilities sold under See. 753.10 would be taxable, as would the

companies who profited from their operation:

(3) Upon the sale and conveyance of the facility, the facility shall be
returned to the tax list and duplicate maintained by the county auditor, and
the facility shall be subject to all real property taxes and assessments. No
exemption from real property taxation pursuant to Chapter 5709 of the
Revised Code shall apply to the facility conveyed. The gross receipts and
income of the contractor to whom the facility is conveyed that are derived
from operating and managing the facility under this section shall be
subject to gross receipts and income taxes levied by the state and its
subdivisions, including the taxes levied pursuant to Chapters 718, 5747,
5748., and 5751. of the Revised Code. Unless exempted under another
section of the Revised Code, transactions involving a contractor as a
consumer or purchaser are subject to any tax levied under Chapters 5739
and 5741 of the Revised Code.

2



Finally, H.B. 153 left unaltered the pre-existing requirement that any company seeking to operate

and manage a prison realize a minimum five percent (5%) savings to the State's budget. R.C.

9.06(A)(4). Each item of law contained within H.B. 153 is severable, and the invalidity of any

portion of the Act does not affect other items of law contained therein. See H.B. 153 Section

806.10.

Pursuant to the authority granted via Sec. 753.10, on December 19, 2011, the State sold

Lake Erie Correctional Facility in Conneaut, Ohio (LECF) to Corrections Corporation of

America ("CCA"), naming CCA Western Properties, Inc. as grantee. (See Appellees 10th Dist.

Merit Br., Appx., R. 60 at pp. 45-49). This sale included both the facility and the parcel of land

upon which LECF is located. Id. As a result of the contract for LECF, CCA both owTns and

operates LECF. Id.

The State of Ohio also privatized a previously state-run correctional facility, North

Central Correctional Institution (NCCI) in Marion, Ohio, by entering into an Operating and

Management ("O&M") agreement with Management & Training Corporation ("MTC") pursuant

to R.C. 9.06. (See Appellees 10th Dist. Merit Br., Appx., R. 60 p. 5). As a result of this contract,

just like the contracts created pursuant to the prior versions of R.C. 9.06 since the year 2000, the

State retained ownership of the facility and the land upon which NCCI sits, but MTC now

manages the operations of the facility. Id.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

This is a re-filed case from a suit originally filed on August 25, 2011. (See Appellees

10th Dist. Merit Br., Appx, R. 60. at p. 60). In the original case, Plaintiffs/Appellees/Cross-

Appellants ("Appellees") alleged that H.B. 153 was tin7constitutional because it violated the one-

subject rule set forth in Article II Section 15(D) of the Ohio Constitution; the right of referendum

3



set forth in Article II, Sections 1 and 1 c of the Ohio Constitution; and the Joinder of Property

Rights provision set forth in Article VIII, Section 4 of the Ohio Constitution. (See Appellees

10th Dist. IVeyit Br., Appx 2., R. 61 at pp. 136-151). Appellees sought a Temporary Restraining

Order (TRO) to prohibit the State of Ohio from acting under R.C. 9.06 and Sec. 753.10 to

privatize any of the State's prisons. Id.

On August 31, 2011, the trial court denied Appellees' Motion for a TRO. Id. The trial

court held, in pertinent part, that the challenged portions of H.B. 153 did not violate the one-

subject rule; nor did they result in an improper joinder of property rights. Id. On December 5,

2011, the State defendants filed their Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings contemporaneously

with their Motion for Summary Judgment. See ProgressOhio.org et al v. State of Ohio, Franklin

Ct. Com. Pls., No. I1-CV-10647, Dec. 5, 2011. Rather than oppose these Motions, Appellees

dismissed the case pursuant to Civ. R. 41(A). Id. at Dec. 21, 2011.

Appellees filed the Complaint underlying the present action on July 9; 2012, alleging: (1)

that H.B. 153 violates the one-subject rule of the Ohio Constitution; (2) that the bill results in an

unconstitutional joinder of public and private property; and (3) that uncodified section 812.20 of

the bill violates Article II, Sections 1 and 16 of the Ohio Constitution because it made the

amendments to R.C. 9.06 and the enactment of Sec. 753.10 take immediate effect. (See

Appellees 10th Dist. _Uerit Br., Appx., R. 60. at pp. 1-41). All constitutional challenges were

made both on the face of the statutes and as applied. (Appellees 10th Dist. Merit Br., Appx., R.

60. at p. 6). Appellees sought declaratory judgment relief, requesting that the Court void and

cancel contacts between the State of Ohio and MTC made pursuant to R.C. 9.06, and the State of

Ohio and CCA made pursuant to Sec. 753.10. (See Appellees 10th Dist. Merit Br., Appx., R. 60
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at pp. 36-40). Appellees also sought declaratory relief in the form of a judgment that Appellees

are "public employees" as defined under R.C. 4117. Id.

On September 7, 2012, the State Appellants filed their Motion to Dismiss Appellees'

Complaint on the basis that: (1) the Court lacked jurisdiction to hear Appellees' claim for relief

under R.C. 4117; (2) the Appellees lacked standing to bring their Complaint; and (3) failure to

state a claim upon yvhich relief can be granted. (See Defs' lVot, to Dismiss, Sept. 7, 2012, R.

113). Appellees opposed this Motion on October 5, 2012, and the State Appellants filed their

Reply in Support on October 19, 2012 (Appellees Response in Opps'n, R. 144; State

Appellant's Repl. In Supp., R. at 164)

On November 20, 2012, the trial court granted the State Appellant's Motion. (Appellees

10th Dist. Merit Br., Appx., R. 60 at pp. 60-84; Ex. 5). In so doing, the court provided detailed

rulings regarding the primary contentions in Appellees' Complaint holding, in pertinent part:

(1) The prison privatization portions of H.B. 153 are not in violation of the
one-subject rule.

(2) Whether the other sections of H.B. 153 cited by [Appellees] are
actually in violation of the one-subject rule does not affect the
outcome regarding the prison privatization portions of this bill (which
is what [Appellees] action is really about).

(3) Neither R.C. 9.06, nor Sec. 753.10 violates Article VIII, Section 4 of
the Constitution that prohibits joining of property rights between the
state and private enterprise.

(4) The initial [Appellees'] dismissal of the prior action, in addition to
Appellees' failure to seek, obtain or file referendum petitions at any
time, and general inactivity is fatal to Appellees' request for a
referendum.

See icl. The court further ruled on and dismissed all other claims in Appellees' Complaint

without opinion. Id. at p. 84.
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Appellees then timely filed a Notice of Appeal. Following briefing and oral argument,

the Tenth District rejected all of Appellees' claims in a 3-0 decision, except the allegations

regarding a violation of the one-subject rule. (App. Op., R. 106 at ¶¶ 8-51; see Ex. 3, 4).

Relying on a right-of-referendum case for its definition of "appropriations," State ex rel.

LetOhzoVote.oYg v. Brunner, supra, the court erroneously held that the ainendments to R.C. 9.06

and enactment of Sec. 753.10 were unrelated to the purpose of H.B. 153. Id. at ¶15.

Specifically, the court stated that while "the sale of state prisons no doubt impacts the state

budget in some fashion," their inclusion in an appropriations bill would "`render[ ] the one-

subject rule meaningless in the context of appropriations bills because virtually any statute

arguably impacts the state budget, even if only tenuously. "' Id. at ¶ 20 (internal citation

omitted). The court further held that R.C. 9.06 and Sec. 753.10 were "significant and

substantive," but were little more than "riders" to the bill as a whole. Id, at ¶ 21. Accordingly,

the court stated it saw "no rational reason" for combining the prison-privatization measures in

the budget bill. Id. at ¶ 22.

In addition to the foregoing, the court noted that Appellees' Complaint "listed several

examples of provisions," separate from the prison-privatization program., that Appellees "alleged

were violative of the one-subject rule," and on this basis Appellees claimed the entire bill must

be invalidated. Id at ¶23. Apparently ignoring the severability clause under Section 806.10, the

court then held Appellees' allegations regarding these non-prison provisions "complied with the

notice-pleading requirements in Civ.R. 8(A)." Id.

Accordingly, the Tenth District remanded the case, ordering the trial court to hold an

evidentiary hearing to determine whether the bill had a single subject and, if so, to investigate

evidence of "logrolling" on a section by section basis and to sever all offending provisions:
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If, after holding an evidentiary hearing, the trial court finds any provisions
constitute a manifestly gross or fraudulent violation of the one-subject
rule, such that the provisions bear no common purpose or relationship with
the budget-related items and give rise to an inference of logrolling, the
court must sever the offending provisions.

(App. Op., R. 106 at ¶24; Ex. 4). The Appellees' application for reconsideration of the other

portions of the Tenth District's decision was denied on January 22, 2014. (Journal Entry, R.

125; Ex. 1, 2). MTC now seeks review of the Tenth District's reversal and remand of this case on

the basis of a one-subject rule violation.

ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT OF PROPOSITIONS OF LAW

PROPOSITION OF LAW I: Amendments to Established Cost Saving
Provisions in a Biennial Budget Bill Do Not Violate the Ohio
Constitution's One-Subject Rule.

Colloquially referred to as the "one-subject rule," Article II, Section 15(D) of the Ohio

Constitution provides that "[n]o bill shall contain more than one subject, which shall be clearly

expressed in its title." In this context, the "term 'subject' * * * is to be given a broad and

extensive meaning so as to allow [the] legislature full scope to include in one act all matters

having a logical or natural connection." State ex rel. Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers v. Sheward,

86 Ohio St.3d 451, 498, 1999-Ohio-123, 715 N.E.2d 1062 (quoting Black's Law Dictionary (6th

ed. 1990)). The purpose of the one-subject rule is merely to prevent "logrolling" - the improper

attachment of unrelated provisions that may not find independent support to a bill that will

assuredly pass. State v. Bloomer, 122 Ohio St.3d 200, 2009-Ohio-2462, 909 N.E.2d 1254, ¶48.

The Court's role in enforcing the one-subject rule, however, is limited. Bloomer, 2009

Ohio 2462, ¶48. "It must be strongly emphasized that the constitutional mandate that every bill

shall have but one subject was imposed to facilitate orderly legislative procedure, not to hamper

or impede it." State ex rel. Dix v. Celeste, 11 Ohio St.3d 141, 143, 464 N.E.2d 153 (1984). This
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is especially true in the case of appropriations bills which, by necessity, contain numerous topics

joined together. State ex rel. OCSEA, Local 11 v. State Empl. Rels. Bd., 104 Ohio St.3d 122,

2004-Ohio-6363, 818 N.E.2d 688, ¶30. Thus, to avoid interfering with the legislative process,

this Court held that courts must "afford the General Assembly `great latitude in enacting

compreliensive legislation by not construing the one-subject provision so as to uruiecessarily

restrict the scope and operation of laws."" Bloomer, 2009-Ohio-2462 at ¶47 (citing State ex Nel.

OCSEA., Local 11, 104 Ohio St.3d 122, 2004-Ohio-6363, ¶30).

When reviewing a one-subject rule challenge, the Court must look to the disunity of the

subject matter, not the aggregation of topics. In re Nowak, 104 Ohio St.3d 466, 2004-Ohio-

6777, 820 N.E.2d 335, ¶59. This is because, where there is legislation pertaining to a number of

topics which are germane to a single subject, the combination may not be for purposes of

logrolling, but rather, for the purposes of coordinating an improvement of the law's substance.

City of Solon v. Martin, 8th Dist. No. 89586, 2008-Ohio-808, ¶21. Accordingly, the Court must

indulge "every presumption in favor of an enactment's validity." State ex rel Dix, 11 Ohio St.3d

at 146; Bloomer at ¶48 (citing Hoover v. Bd. Of Cnty. Comm'rs, 19 Ohio St.3d 1, 6 482 N.E.

575, 580 (1985)). Only where "there is no discernible practical, rational or legitimate reason for

combining the provisions in one act" will a one-subject violation be found. Beagle v. Ulalden, 78

Ohio St.3d 59, 62, 676 N.E.2d 506 (1997) (internal citations omitted). So long as there is any

common purpose or relationship between topics, "the mere fact that a bill embraces more than

one topic will not be fatal." Id. Moreover, a violation must be "manifestly gross and fraudulent"

before ari enactment may be invalidated. Bloomer, 2009-Ohio-2462 at ¶49. Even then, a court

must resolve the constitutional issue on the narrowest grounds necessary to resolve the
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controversy. Brunner, 2009-Ohio-1750 at ¶37 (citing State ex rel. Clarke v. Cook, 103 Ohio St.

465, 470, 134 N.E. 655 ( 1921)).

When specifically analyzing an appropriations bill, the Ohio Supreme Court has held that

an act may include amendments to existing programs and even create whole new agencies

without violating the one-subjec.t rule. See State ex rel. Ohio AFL-CIO v. Voinovich, 69 Ohio

St.3d 225, 228-230, 631 N.E.2d 582 ( 1994). The Court in ljoinovich analyzed a situation in

which the General Assembly passed a law that included, in pertinent part, appropriations for the

Bureau of Workers' Compensation; appropriations for the Industrial Commission; structural

changes to both agencies; and changes to the substantive provisions of the workers'

compensation law. Id at 228. The relators in that case argued that the substantive changes

proposed bore no relation to appropriations, and therefore violated the one-subject rule. Id. at

229. The Court disagreed, however, holding "[w]e cannot conclude these provisions are so

unrelated that they constitute a`manifestly gross and fraudulent violation' of the one-subject rule

of the Ohio Constitution." Id. The Court continued, stating that an appropriation is simply the

means by which an act is carried out and, therefore, the inclusion of substantive provisions and

structural changes to existing programs in the appropriations bill does not destroy the singleness

of the subject. Id. (citing Rudd, No Law Shall Embrace More Than One Subject (1958), 42

Minn.L.Rev. 389, 441). Accordingly, the Court concluded that an appropriations bill can

"establish an agency, set out the regulatory program, and make an appropriation for the agency

without violating the one-subject rule." Voinovich, 69 Ohio St.3d at 229.

In City of Solon v. Martin, 8th Dist. No. 89586, 2008-Ohio-808, the Eighth District

likewise held that substantive amendments to existing regulatory programs that do not make any

appropriation, or alter funding allotted to an affected agency, survive one-subject rule analysis.
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In Martin, the defendant was cited for driving under the influence of alcohol and had his

commercial driver's license suspended under R.C. 4506.161, u^hich states, in pertinent part:

No court shall issue an order granting limited driving privileges for
operation of a commercial motor vehicle to any person whose driver's
license or commercial driver's license has been suspended or who has
been disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle. * * *

Id. at ¶2; R.C. 4506.161. The defendant argued that the subject statute was unconstitutional

under the one-subject rule because it was passed as part of Ohio's 2006-2007 biennial budget bill

and was completely unrelated to the issue of appropriations or funding. See id The defendant

further argued that the subject bill contained more than one thousand sections, of which the

subject law was merely a rider. Id. at ¶¶3, 22. The Eighth District, however, disagreed. It

recognized that, by enacting R.C. 4506.161, the General Assembly was ensuring compliance

with a related federal provision that, if it was not followed, would have cost Ohio five percent

(5%) of its highway funding. Id. at ¶22. This connection to cost savings was "sufficient

common thread with the budget bill that the one-subject rule [was] not violated." Id. at ^,123

(citing State ex rel. Ohio Roundtable v. Tqft, 10th Dist. No. 02AP-911, 2003-Ohio-3340).

Even the appellate court below has previously recognized that amendments to existing

regulatory laws that are aimed at restrictive funding are appropriate to include in an

appropriations bill under one-subject rule analysis. Cuyahoga Cty. ti'eter ans Servs. Comm. v.

State, 159 Ohio App.3d 276, 2004-Ohio-6124, 571 N.E.2d 470 (10th Dist.). In Cuyahoga Cty.

Veterans Servs. Comm., the plaintiffs sought a declaratory judgment that amendments to R.C.

5901.02, 5901.03 and the enactment of 5901.021 - relating to membership in the Veterans'

Service Commission and budget submission requirements to the board of county commissioners

- via an appropriations bill violated the one-subject rule of the Ohio Constitution. Id. at ¶2. The

plaintiffs argued that subject provisions related to local matters, not state appropriations, and
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were merely a rider on a coinprehensive budget bill aimed at giving the county commissioners

power to control the veterans service commission. Id. at ¶14. Rejecting the plaintiff s

arguments, the Tenth District held "[t]he subject of fiinding and budgeting by agencies and

political subdivisions is implicated throughout the bill" including the substantive amendments to

the existing program. See id. The court noted that "restricting funding is as much a part of an

appropriations bill as granting funds," accordingly, the amendments to the existing program were

sufficiently related to "funding and budgeting to pass constitutional muster under the one-subject

rule." Id.

Applying this legal structure to the present action, none of H.B. 153's amendments to

Ohio's well-established prison privatization program violate the one-subject rule. R.C. 9.06 has

been a cost saving provision of Ohio law for the better part of two decades. The program was

created by an appropriations bill in 1995 as a means of reducing the cost of housing inmates in

the State of Ohio. See R.C. 9.05(A)(4) (requiring a contractor to conclusively demonstrate a

minimum 5% savings to the state in order to qualify for private operation). Private contractors

have been operating prisons under this program for 14 years, and the program has been

substantively modified through appropriations bills on numerous occasions:

1. 1997 Ohio H.B. 215 - modified accreditation and budget requirements
for contractors;

2. 1997 Ohio H.B. 293 - expanded the program to include the initial
Intensive Program Prison;

3. 1999 Ohio H.B. 283 - modified reporting requirements and inmate
clothing requi.rements,

4. 2007 Ohio H.B. 130 - removed restrictions on delegation of authority
to contractors; and

5. 2009 Ohio H.B. 1- made previously mandatory provisions optional.
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Each of these amendments, like the amendments at issue in Voinovich, Martin, and Cuyahoga

Cty. Veterans Servs. Comm, supra, while not appropriations per se, directly impacted the manner

in which appropriations to the DRC were to be directed, and sought to improve an established

cost savings program. The relationship of this program and these amendments to Ohio's budget

bill's core subject of revenues and expenditures has never been challenged.

Likewise, the amendments to R.C. 9.06 contained in H.B. 153 relate directly to cost

savings for the State of Ohio. Specifically as they relate to O&M contracts, like the one at issue

between the State of Ohio and MTC, H.B. 153 increases the number of potential eligible bidders

and potential duration of contracts. See H.B. 153 changes to R.C. 9.06 (A)(1), (A)(3)(a), (B)(l).

Additional bidders and more flexible contractual terms serve to increase competition for State

contracts and improve the State's ability to capitalize on the operational savings to the budget.

In reaching its contrary decision, the Tenth District failed to review Appellees'

complaints on the narrowest possible grounds as required under Ohio law. Brunner, 2009-Ohio-

1750 at ¶37 (citing Cook, 103 Ohio St. at 470). The appellate court neither distinguished the

amendments of R.C. 9.06 that relate to O&M contracts from those that relate to the sale of state

prisons, nor did it provide any explanation as to how the O&M amendments failed to relate to the

cost savings provisions passed five (5) times previously by appropriations bills. (See generally

App. Op., R. 106). Instead, the Court grouped the challenged provisions together and relied on

Simmons-MarNis v. Goff, 86 Ohio St.3d 1, 15, 1999-Ohio-77, 711 N.E.2d 203, 215 (1999) to

support its position that "arguably * * * authorizing the sale of several state prisons are similarly

expansive in scope to the school voucher prograin." (App. Op., R. 106 at T22). This analysis is

wholly inapplicable to the O&M amendments which in no way create a substantive program.

They provide important, necessary reforms to an established cost savings program and dictate the
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manner in which the DRC can manage its budget. Accordingly, just like the amendments in

Voinovich, they are properly included in Am.Sub.H.B. 153 and do not violate the one-subject

rule.

Finally, even assuining the Tenth District performed the proper analysis, and further

assuming it found the O&M amendments in violation of the one-subject rule, the appellate court

failed to establish any basis for overturning the trial court's decision to dismiss Appellees' claims

related to MTC's O&M contract. It is well established that, where an act is amended, the part of

the original act which remains unchanged is to be considered as having continued in force as the

law from the time of its original enactment, and new portions as having become the law only at

the time of the amendment. Weil v. Taxicabs of Cincinnati, Inc., 139 Ohio St. 198, 206, 39

N.E.2d 148, 152 (1942). In this case, nothing in Appellees' Complaint alleges that MTC's O&M

contract would have been illegal or improper under an un-amended version of R.C. 9.06. (See

Appellees 10th Dist. Merit Br., Appx., R. 60. at pp. 1-41). Accordingly, even assuming

Appellees' one-subject rule claims had merit, the trial court was still correct in dismissing

Appellees' Coinplaint as it related to the contract with MTC.

PROPOSITION OF LAW II: Provisions in a Biennial Budget Bill
That Authorize State Agencies to Raise Specific Types of Revenue Do
Not Violate the Ohio Constitution's One-Subject Rule Merely Because
They Set the Terms By Which the Agencies May Do So.

In addition to the foregoing, this Court has held that revenue-generating provisions have a

common relationship with an appropriation and are appropriately included in biennial budget

bills. See ComTech Systems, Inc. v. Limbach, 59 Ohio St.3d 96, 99, 570 N.E.2d 1089, (1991);

see also City of Riverside v. State, 190 Ohio App.3d 765, 2010-Ohio-5868, 944 N.E.2d 281, ^, 44

("revenues and expenditures compose the core of an appropriations bill"). In CornTech, this

Court analyzed a case in which the General Assembly passed an appropriations bill that levied a
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sales tax on automatic data processing and computer services, and prescribed which types of

transactions were to be considered sales and which were exempt. Id. at 97. Citing its prior

holding in Dix, supra, this Court noted that provisions related to fiinding the operations of

programs, agencies, and matters described elsewhere in the bill are appropriate for inclusion in

an appropriations bill. Id. at 99. Because the new tax provided a new source of revenue, the

provision did not violate the one-subject rule. See id.

The ComTech decision extends to other sources of revenue generation as well. See Taft,

2003-Ohio-3340. In Taft, the plaintiffs challenged the constitutionality of various provisions of

an appropriations bill, 2002 Ohio H.B. 405, which authorized Ohio's participation in the Mega

Millions lottery. Id. at ¶2. The specific provisions at issue authorized the director of the

commission to enter into contracts to operate "statewide joint lottery games," amended statutory

provisions of R.C. 3770.02 to define what qualified as a "statewide joint lottery game," regulated

the manner in which the money was to be collected and allocated, and mandated the generation

of $41 million in additional revenue. See id at ¶18; see also 2002 Ohio H.B. 405. The plaintiffs

argued that these provisions were not appropriations and, thus, unconstitutional. See generally

id. In rejecting the plaintiffs' position, the court recognized that, while 2002 Ohio H.B. 405

initially undertook to correct the distribution of funds for services from the general revenue fund,

the State's financial situation worsened during the pendency of the bill, and it quickly became a

vehicle for various other revenue and expenditure adjustments. Id. at ¶48. Thus, the bill came to

include various new sources of revenue and enhancements covering "a multiplicity of Revised

Code sections and other topics." Id. The court reasoned, however, that all of these topics

"revolve around the `common thread of appropriation' and revenue, particularly enhancements to

revenue." Id. (citing Simmons-Harris 86 Ohio St.3d 1, 1999-Ohio-77). Accordingly, the court
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held "the introduction of a stream of revenue [is] sufficiently related to the core subject of

revenues and expenditures to justify inclusion in an appropriations bill." Id. at ¶50. The fact that

the bill further regulated the manner in which the funds were to be collected and allocated did

not affect the Court's analysis whatsoever. See generally id.

In this case, just as in Taft, H.B. 153 was passed during a time when Ohio's financial

situation was in great peril. The enactment of Sec. 753.10 authorizing the sale of prisons, along

with amendments to R.C. 9.06 extending pre-existing regulations to cover contracts for such

sales, not only created conditions for operational savings but also authorized the State to generate

a new source of revenue to address the financial crisis the State was facing. First and foremost,

the sale of state correctional institutions generates millions of dollars in instant revenue which is

applied to defease an obligation that would otherwise fall upon tlie taxpayers. In fact, through

the sale of LECI to CCA, this provision has already helped the State raise nearly $73 million in

new revenue. (See e.g. Appellees 10th Dist. Merit Br., Appx., R. 60. at ¶1). Once the Juvenile

Correctional Facilities Bond Retirement Fund has been defeased, the profits from the sale of

additional facilities will go directly into the general revenue fund and appropriated as necessary.

See Sec. 753.10. Moreover, the sale of prison facilities under 753.10 will produce additional

property tax revenue from land that was previously exempt as well as income tax from the

private entities that took over the prison operation. See R.C. 9.06(J)(3). These taxes are, in turn,

made part of the general revenue fund and further ease the financial burden that would otherwise

have fallen on the citizens of Ohio. Finally, it is axiomatic that, once sold, the State's financial

responsibility for owning and operating a prison facility is reduced. This reduction effectively

alters the required appropriations to the department in future budgets and frees up funds for use

by other agencies. Simply put, the provisions at issue bear far more than a "slight" connection to
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appropriations. Sec. 753.10 bears a practical, logical, and rational connection to the subject of

H.B. 153 - "providing operating appropriations for the biennium" and "authorization and

conditions for the operation of programs, including reforms for the efficient and effective

operation of state and local government."- and is therefore constitutional under Article II,

Section 15(D).

The Tenth District erred in its decision by relying substantially on State ex rel. OCSEA.,

Local 11 and. Simmons-Harris, supra. Both of these cases are inapposite to the case at bar. In

OCSEA, Local 11, ( 10 Ohio St.3d at 122-123) the subject law directly excluded certain

employees from the collective bargaining process by changing the definition of "public

employee". The provisions promised no new revenue sources, nor had a direct impact on

appropriations to State programs. Rather, the only articulable connection between the OCSEA,

Local 11 provisions and the state budget was that removing plaintiffs from collective bargaining

could impact their future pay schedules.

Likewise, in Simmons-Harris, (86 Ohio St.3d at 15-16) the appropriations bill at issue

sought to establish a "leading-edge" school voucher program wherein the State Superintendent of

Public Instruction would be required to provide scholarships to needy students within Cleveland

City School District. Nothing in the school voucher provision discussed taxes or revenue needed

to fund this program or otherwise tied into the issue of appropriations.

Despite these iniportant distinguishing facts, the Tenth District followed these cases and

held that Sec. 753.10 does "not concern the acquisition of a revenue stream, but, instead, the

contractual requirements for prison privatization." (App. Op., R. 106 at ¶ 20). This is simply not

accurate. Sec. 753.10 and 9.06 (J) specifically provide for the generation of new revenue and

cost savings to the State of Ohio. The case at bar is a materially different scenario than the one
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addressed in either OCSF4, Local 11 or Simmons-Harris, and the challenged provisions of H.B.

153 are practically, rationally and legitimately related to the "core subject of revenues and

expenditures" such that they were properly included in H.B. 153.

PROPOSITION OF LAW III: A Court Should Not Permit An
Evidentiary Hearing For a Provision-by-Provision Review of a
Biennial Budget Bill that, On Its Face, Has a Common Purpose.

A bill should not be invalidated in its entirety under the one-subject rule so long as it has

a "primary" subject. Sheward, 86 Ohio St.3d 451, 500 (1999) (citing State v. Hinkle v. Franklin

Cnty. Bd. Of Elecs., 62 Ohio St.3d 145, 149 (1991)). That rule will almost always be met for

biennial budget bills - which will always have a"`core subject of revenues and expenditures."'

(Com. Pds. Op., R. 183, at p. 19 (citing Taft, 2003-Ohio-3340 ¶50). Thus, when determining

whether the provisions contained in an appropriations bill meet the one-subject rule, courts have

traditionally limited the scope of their inquiry to the text of the specific provisions for which the

challenger has alleged an injury. See e.g. Simmons-Harris, 86 Ohio St.3d at 16. Following this

analysis, this Court in Simmons-Harris and OCSEA, Local 11 invalidated only the provisions

found to be manifestly gross or fraudulently in violation of the one-subject rule (the school

voucher program and collective bargaining provisions, respectively) and left the remainder of the

act in force. Simmons-Harris, 86 Ohio St.3d at 17; OCSEA, Local 11, 2004-Ohio-6363 at ¶36.

In light of the foregoing, Appellees' challenge to H.B. 153 in its entirety should have

been dismissed outright. Not only does controlling Ohio law mandate the Court limit its review

to the narrowest grounds necessary to address Appellees' Complaint, but the severability clause

in H.B. 153 Section 806.10 explicitly dictates that the validity of each provision be addressed

separately. The trial court recognized that, as a biennial appropriations bill, H.B. 153 has a "core

subject of revenues and expenditures." (Com. Pls. Op., R. 183, at p. 19 (citing Taft, 2003-Ohio-
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3340, ¶50)). Whether or not the bill contains other provisions that allegedly do not relate to this

core subject is no basis for invalidating the entire act. Sheward, 86 Ohio St.3d at 500.

The Tenth District further erred in ordering the trial court to hold an evidentiary hearing

to conduct a provision-by-provision analysis of the bill to determine whether H.B. 153 has only

one subject. Such a hearing is unprecedented in Ohio case law regarding one-subject challenges,

for obvious reasons. The principle of separation of powers is embedded in the constitutional

framework of our state government. Sheward, 86 Ohio St.3d at 475. The Ohio Constitution

applies the principle in defining the nature and scope of powers designated to the three branches

of the government. State v. Warner, 55 Ohio St.3d 31, 43-44, 564 N.E.2d 18 (1990). See State v.

Harmon, 31 Ohio St. 250, 258 (1877). It is inherent in our theory of governnient "that each of the

three grand divisions of the government, must be protected from the encroachments of the others,

so far that its integrity and independence may be preserved. ** *" S. Euclid v. Jemisan, 28 Ohio

St.3d 157, 159, 503 N.E.2d 136, (1986) (quoting Fairview v. Uiffee, 73 Ohio St. 183, 187, 76

N.E. 865 (1905)). It is also for this reason that courts are required to presume the

constitutionality of legislative enactments. Brady v. Safety-Kleen Corp., 61 Ohio St.3d 624, 649,

576 N.E.2d 722 (1991). This presumption, which can be overcome only in the most extreme

cases, works to protect the domain of the legislature from encroachinent by the judiciary. Central

Ohio Ti°ansitAuth. v. Transport Workers Union ofAmerica, Local2©8, 37 Ohio St.3d 56, 62 524

N.E.2d 151 (1988).

In light of the foregoing, it is well established that "[a]ll bills are subject to debate,

discussion, and amendment prior to being put to a vote." Chambers v. St. Mary's School, 82

Ohio St.3d 563, 566, 697 N.E.2d 198 (1998) (citing Section 15, Article II of the Ohio

Constitution.) There is an important distinction between "logrolling" and the typical and
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necessary debate, compromise, and amendment of bills during the legislative process. ShewaNd,

86 Ohio St.3d at 533 (JJ. Cook and Lundberg dissenting). Thus, in reviewing a bill under the

one-subject rule, courts are limited to a review of the "four corners" of the document and must

address the issue only on the narrowest grounds necessary to resolve the controversy. In Re

Nowak, 2004-Ohio-6777 ¶ 72; Brunner, 2009-Ohio-1750 at ¶37.

Performing a provision-by-provision evidentiary inquiry regarding which provisions are

the product of "logrolling," threatens separation-of-powers principles. See Nowak, at ¶ 72. The

only "evidence" of logrolling, beyond that which the Court must otherwise determine from

manifestly gross disunity of subject matter in the text, would be testimony from the legislators

themselves regarding their reason and purpose for compromising on the inclusion of the subject

amendments to the prison privatization program. Such an inquiry would "require[] [the Court to]

perform the inherently legislative function of gauging the extent to which particular proposals

are likely to generate political controversy or invoke political opposition." Id. This "is a kind of

entanglement with the legislative process that far exceeds any legitimate judicial function." Id.

Simply stated, Appellees' broad challenge to the entire budget bill fails as a matter of law

because the bill has a common budgetary purpose and severable provisions, and trial courts have

no authority to expand a one-subject inquiry beyond the four corners of the document for

purposes of questioning the propriety of statutory provisions in an appropriations bill. See Nowak

at ¶ 72; Brunner, 2009-Ohio-1750 at ¶37.

CONCLUSION

The Tenth District decided this case based on an erroneous application of the one-subject

rule (Section 15(D), Article II) of Ohio's Constitution. The challenged provisions, amendments

to, and expansion of, Ohio's long-standing prison privatization program are directly related to
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generating new sources of revenue and reducing the economic burden of the prison system on

the taxpayers. It is well established that provisions related to the subject of revenues and

expenditures justify inclusion in an appropriations bill like H.B. 153. Taft, 2003-Ohio-3340 at

¶50.

Moreover, the Tenth District's decision threatens to cause an unprecedented

entanglement between the judicial and legislative branch by expanding the inquiry of one-subject

rule analysis beyond the four corners of the bill and the explicit language of the complaint and

into the hearts and minds of the legislators during their deliberations.

For the reasons stated herein, MTC respectfully requests that this Court reverse the Court

of Appeals decision regarding Plaintiffs'/Appellees'/Cross-Appellants' one-subject rule claim

and affirm the decision of the trial court, dismissing Plaintiffs' Complaint.

Re p ctfully ub itpd,

Adam W. Martin (0077722)
Kevin W. Kita (0088029)
Sutter O'Connell
1301 East 9th Street
Cleveland, OH 44114
(216) 928-4536 - direct
amartingsutter-law. com
kkita(c7 sutter-l aw. com
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a^â.

0̂

0
u

g0
0
w
c
0
U
c

C
R

LL

EXkliBIT

1

TENTH APPELLATE DISTRICT

State ex rel. Ohio Civil Sei^Yice
Eiziplo .-ees Association et ai.,

Plaintiffs-Relators
-Appellants, Nc. 12AP-i.o64

(C.l'.C". TNTu. 12CV-5 jiG)
V.

(RFCsUI:A.R CALENDAR)
State of Ohio c/o Mike DeWine et al.,

Defendants-Respondents
iippE'-llE'es.

;IOIIRNAL ENTRY

For the rzasons statec3 iii the Inemorandirlr, clFe.i.sion of this cmurt renclere.d

herein on January 16, 2014, it is the order of tilis court that the application for

rec^,^Iiside_ration is denied.

IWcCOR,v1).C, J., SADLER, P.J., and CONNNOR, J.

p„
,,.1 17' ''''fi

It:dge Tol^n ^','. ItTct;o1 ri;ac, rctired, of tlie
Tentb,'\ppe1late lliStY'ict, assigTlc=cl to active
dut1- trr {ieT° airthclrity ui the Ol.;io Constitt.ition,
Article IV, Sectiolt b(Q.



IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF OHIO

TENTH APPELLATE DISTRICT

State ex rel. Ohio Civil Service
Employees Association et al.,

Plaintiffs-Relators
-Appellants, No. 12AP-1o64

(C.P.C. No. 12CV-87i6)
V.

State of Ohio c/o Mike DeWine et al.,

Defendants-Respondents
-Appellees.

(REGULAR CALENDAR)

MEMORANDUM DECISION

Rendered on January 16, 2014

James E. Melle, for appellants.

Michael DeWine, Attorney General, Richard M. Coglianese
and Erin Butcher-Lyden, for appellees Governor John R.
Kasich, the State of Ohio, Attorney General Mike DeWine,
Secretary of State Jon Husted, Auditor David Yost, The Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction and Director
Gary Mohr, Treasurer of State Josh Mandel, Office of Budget
and Management and Director Timothy S. Keen; Michael
DeWine, Attorney General, and William J. Cole, for appellees
Ohio Department of Administrative Services and Director
Robert Blair.

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP, Charles R. Saxbe, James D.
Abrams and Celia M. Kilgard, for appellees Corrections
Corporation of America and CCA Western Properties, Inc.

Buckley King LPA, Robert J. Walter, Thomas I. Blackburn
and Diem N. Kaelber, for Amicus Curiae Ohio Association of
Public School Employees (OAPSE)/AFSCME Local 4, AFL-
CIO, Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio, Incorporated, and
American Federation of State, County, Municipal Employees
Ohio Counsel 8.

EXIi1SIT°



No. 12AP-1o64

Adam W. 1Vlartin, Sutter O'Connell, and Kevin W. Kita, for
appellee Management & Training Corporation.

ON APPLICATION FOR RECONSIDERATION

0
0
0
a.

o.

0
N

LO

®
N

^

®̂

0

^

^

^u
a
a

0

0
U

t®
0

0
C.)
^

ĉ
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{¶ 1} Plaintiffs-appellants, Ohio Civil Service Employees Association et al., filed

an application for reconsideration, pursuant to App.R. 26(A), of our October io, 2013

decision in State ex rel. Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. v. State, ioth Dist. No. 12AP-1.o64,

2o13-Ohio-45o5• In that decision, we affirmed in part and reversed in part the judgment

of the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas granting the motion to dismiss of

defendants-appellees, State of Ohio c/o Mike DeWine et al.

{¶ 2} The test generally applied to an application for reconsideration is whether

the application calls to the court's attention "an obvious error in its decision or raises an

issue for our consideration that was either not considered at all or was not fully

considered by us when it should have been." Matthews v. Matthetvs, 5 Ohio App.3d 140

(loth Dist.1981), paragraph two of the syllabus. "An application for reconsideration is not

designed for use in instances where a party simply disagrees with the conclusions reached

and the logic used by an appellate court." State v. Owens, 112 Ohio App.3d 334, 336 (ri-th

Dist.1996).

{¶ 3} In their application for reconsideration, plaintiffs argue this court did not

fully consider whether plaintiffs' complaint stated a claim upon which relief could be

granted that the challenged provisions of 2011 Am.Sub.H.B. No. 153 violate Ohio

Constitution, Article VIII, Section 4. Plaintiffs additionally assert this court failed to

consider whether the alternative claim in plaintiffs' complaint stated a claim upon which

relief could be granted that the employees of the North Central Correctional Complex are

public employees as defined in R.C. 4117.01(C).

{¶ 4} Contrary to plaintiffs' contentions, we do not find we inappropriately

analyzed or failed to properly consider plaintiffs' claims. The October 1.0, 2013 decision

reflects a discussion of botli the Ohio Constitution, Article VIII, Section 4 claim, and the

alternative claim. Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. at ¶ 33-39, 41, 49. Although plaintiffs

apparently disagree with the analysis used and conclusions reached by this court, such
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disagreement is an insufficient basis for granting an application for reconsideration.

Owens at 336.

{¶ 5} Plaintiffs' application for reconsideration fails to demonstrate an obvious

error in our prior decision or to raise an issue that we failed to consider or to fully

consider in reaching our prior decision. Accordingly, we deny plaintiffs' application for

reconsideration.

Application for reconsideration denied.

SADLER, P.J., and CONNOR, J., concur.

McCORMAC, J., retired, of the Tenth Appellate District,
assigned to active duty under authority of the Ohio
Constitution, Article IV, Section 6(C).
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MCCORNIAC, J.

2

{¶ 1} Plaintiffs-appellants, Ohio Civil Service Employees Association et al., appeal

from a judgment of the Franl:lin County Court of Common Pleas granting the motion to

dismiss of defendants-appellees, State of Ohio c/o Mike DeWine et al. Because the trial

court erred in granting the motion to dismiss, we reverse.

1. Procedural History

{¶ 2} Plaintiffs filed a complaint on July 9, 2012, alleging 2011 Am.Sub.H.B. No.

153 ("H.B. No. 153") as it related to section 753.10, section 812.2o, and R.C. 9.o6 violated

three provisions of the Ohio Constitution: (1) the one-subject rule contained in Article II,

Section 15(D); (2) the joint venture rule in Article VIII, Section 4 both on its face and as

applied; and (3) the right to referendum in Article II, Section i(C) because it stated R.C.

9.o6 and section 753.1® as enacted were effective immediately and not subject to

referendum. Plaintiffs additionally alleged H.B. No. 153 in its entirety was

unconstitutional because it violated the one-subject rule. Finally, the individual plaintiffs

sought declarations that they were "public employees" as defined in R.C. 4117.01(C).

{¶ 3} Plaintiffs filed an amended complaint on September 6, 2012, adding

additional defendants and arguing that 2012 Am.Sub.S.B. No. 312 also unconstitutionally

violated the one-subject rule. Plaintiffs sought relief in the form of a declaratory

judgment, a preliminary and permanent injunction, and a writ of mandamus.

{¶ 4} Defendants filed a motion to dismiss, on September 7, 2012, arguing: (i) the

trial court lacked jurisdiction under Civ.R. 12(B)(1); (2) plaintiffs lacked standing to bring

the complaint; and (3) the complaint failed to state a claim upon which relief could be

granted under Civ.R. 12(B)(6). After the parties fully briefed the issues, the trial court, on

November 20, 2012, granted defendants' motion to dismiss, finding: (1) the court had

jurisdiction over constitutional challenges to H.B. No. 153 but lacked jurisdiction over

individual employee rights, including whether named individual plaintiffs were public

employees under R.C. 4117.01(C); (2) plaintiffs had standing to pursue their constitutional

claims; and (3) plaintiffs failed to state a claim that H.B. No. 153 violated the Ohio

Constitution.

II. Assignments of Error

{¶ S} Plaintiffs appeal, assigning two errors:
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1. The trial court erred in dismissing Plaintiffs' First Amended
Complaint because it stated a claim that:

A. R.C. 9.o6 As Amended And R.C. 753.10 [sic] As Enacted In
Am. Sub. H. B. No. 153 By The 129th General Assembly
Violated Section 15(D), Article II Of The Ohio Constitution
And Could Be Severed.

B. H. B. No. 153 Violated Section 15(D), Article II Of The Ohio
Constitution Because Of The Many Unrelated Non-Economic
Provisions And If Not Found Unconstitutional They Must Be
Severed.

C. Section 4, Article VIII Of The Ohio Constitution Was
Violated.

D. Section 812.2o Enacted in H. B. 153 Unlawfully Declared
R.C. 9.o6 And R.C. 753•10 [sic] Exempt From Referendum
And Made Them Immediately Effective Thereby Precluding
Any Referendum Effort In Violation Of Section ic, Article II
Of The Ohio Constitution.

E. Despite Inaction By The Plaintiffs A Violation Of The Right
Of Referendum Could Be Remedied By Severance Of The
Offending Provisions.

2. The trial court erred in dismissing Plaintiffs' First Amended
Complaint because:

A. Record Evidence Is Required To Decide Whether
Challenged Legislation And The Actions Taken Thereunder
Are Unconstitutional As Applied And The Court May Not
Consider Such Evidence On A Motion To Dismiss.

B. The Court Failed To Rule Whether Section 4, Article VIII
Of The Ohio Constitution Was Unconstitutional As Applied
And 4Vhether Plaintiffs Alternative Claim That They Were
Public Employees As Defined In R.C. 4117.01(C) Stated A
Claim Upon Which Relief Could Be Granted.

3

For ease of discussion, we consolidate and consider plaintiffs' assignments of error out of

order.

III. Constitutional Challenges

{¶ 6} Appellate review of the dismissal of a complaint under Civ.R. 12(B)(6) is de

novo. Perrysburg Twp. v. Rossford, 103 Ohio St.3d 79, 2004-Ohio-4362, ¶ 5.
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{¶ 7} "A motion to dismiss for failure to state a claim upon which relief can be

granted tests the sufficiency of the complaint." Volbers-Klarich v. Middletown Mgt., Inc.,

125 Ohio St.3d 494, 2o1o-Ohio-2o57, ¶ 11. To dismiss a complaint under Civ.R. 12(B)(6)

for failing to state a claim upon which relief can be granted, it must be beyond doubt from

the complaint that the plaintiffs can prove no set of facts entitling them to recovery.

O'Brien v. Univ. Community Tenants Union, Inc., 42 Ohio St.2d 242 (1975), syllabus,

following Conley v. Gibson, 355 U.S. 41 (1957). The allegations of the complaint must be

construed as true; the allegations and any reasonable inferences draAm from them must

be construed in the nonmoving party's favor. Ohio Bur. of 14'orkers' Comp. v. McKinley,

130 Ohio St.3d 156, 2011-Ohio-4432, ¶ 12, citing LeRoy v. Allen, Yurasek & Merklin, 114

Ohio St.3d 323, 2007-Ohio-36o8, ¶ 14.

A. One-Subject Rule

{¶ 8} Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 15(D) provides: "No bill shall contain

more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in its title." The one-subject rule

exists to prevent the legislature from engaging in logrolling, which "occurs when

legislators combine disharmonious proposals in a single bill to consolidate votes and pass

provisions that may not have been acceptable to a majority on their own merits."

Riverside v. State, 1go Ohio App.3d 766, 201o-Ohio-6868, ¶ 36 (loth Dist.), citing State

ex rel. Dix v. Celeste, ii Ohio St.3d 141, 142-43 (1984). "The one-subject provision attacks

logrolling by disallowing unnatural combinations of provisions in acts, i.e., those dealing

with more than one subject, on the theory that the best explanation for the unnatural

combination is a tactical one-logrolling." Dix at 143.

{¶ 9} The one-subject rule also operates to prevent the attachment of riders to

bills that are "'so certain of adoption that the rider will secure adoption not on its own

merits, but on the measure to which it is attached.' '° Dix at 143, quoting Ruud, No Law

Shall Embrace More Than One Subject, 42 Minn.L.Rev. 389, 391 (1958). "The danger of

riders is particularly evident when a bill as important and likely of passage as an

appropriations bill is at issue." Simmons-Harris v. Goff, 86 Ohio St.3d 1, 16 (1999), citing

Ruud at 413.

{¶ 10} "The one-subject rule is mandatory." Riverside at ¶ 37. See In re Nowak,

104 Ohio St.3d 466, 2004-Ohio-6777, ¶ 54 ("Since the one-subject provision is capable of

invalidating an enactment, it cannot be considered merely directory in nature.").
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However, enforcement of the one-subject provisian remains limited by affording the

General Assembly "great latitude in enacting comprehensive legislation" and beginning

with the presumption that statutes are constitutional. Dix at 145. See Hoover v. Franklin

Cty. Bd. of Commrs., 19 Ohio St.3d 1, 6 (1985); State ex rel. Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn.,

AFSCME, Local il, AFL-CIO v. State Emp. Relations Bd., 104 Ohio St.3d 122, 2004-Ohio-

6363,1127.

{¶ 11} The constitutionality of an enactment depends "primarily, if not exclusively,

on a case-by-case, semantic and contextual analysis." Dix at 145. Disunity of subject

matter, not the mere aggregation of topics, causes a bill to violate the one-subject rule.

Nowak at ¶ 59. Where the topics of a bill share a common purpose or relationship, the

fact that the bill includes more than one topic is not fatal. Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. at

¶ 28, citing State ex rel. Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers v. Sheward, 86 Ohio St.3d 451,

496 (1999), and Hoover at 6. "A manifestly gross and fraudulent violation" of the one-

subject rule will cause an enactment to be invalidated. Nowak at paragraph one of the

syllabus, modifying Dix at syllabus.

{¶ 12} H.B. No. 153 provides that its purpose is "to make operating appropriations

for the biennium beginning July 1, 2o11, and ending June 30, 2013; and to provide

authorization and conditions for the operation of programs, including reforms for the

efficient and effective operation of state and local government." (Text of Bill, at 11-12.)

H.B. No. 153 is over three thousand pages long, containing amendments to over one

thousand sections, enacting over two hundred sections, and repealing over one hundred

sections. H.B. No. 153 encompasses a variety of topics, some of which potentially having

little or no connection with appropriations.

{¶ 13} Whereas plaintiffs challenge the constitutionality of the entire bill, they

specifically allege R.C. 9.o6 as amended by H.B. No. 153 and section 753.1o as enacted by

H.B. No. 153 violate the one-subject altle. The amendments to R.C. 9.o6 in H.B. No. 153

contain various provisions effective upon the execution of a contract for the operation and

management of a prison, including, but not limited to: subjecting the prison to real

property tax, subjecting the gross receipts and income of the prison operator to gross

receipt and income taxes of the state and its subdivisions, providing conditions before the

contractor may resell or transfer the prison or terminate the contract, and providing that

any action asserting R.C. 9.o6 or section 753.10 of H.B. No. 153 violates the Ohio
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Constitution must be brought in the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas. Section

753•10 similarly contains provisions effective upon the execution of a prison contract

including: requiring the contractor to provide preferential hiring to employees of the Ohio

Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, granting an irrevocable right to the state to

re-purchase the prison upon specified triggering events, requiring the real estate to be

sold as an entire tract and not in parcels, and requiring the proceeds of the sale of a prison

be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the Adult and Juvenile Correctional

Facilities Bond Retirement Fund.

{¶ 14} Plaintiffs contend an appropriations bill containing statutory changes

unrelated to appropriations violates the one-subject rule. Defendants respond that the

single subject of appropriations unifies the topics in H.B. No. 153 and argue that although

the Supreme Court of Ohio has provided a limited definition of appropriations for the

purposes of the right of referendum, it does not violate the one-subject rule for an

appropriations bill to include statutory changes not directly appropriating money. The

trial court found the prison privatization provisions were not themselves appropriations,

but concluded there was no disunity of subject since prison privatization was a "connected

subject to an appropriations bill." (Decision, at 19.)

{¶ 15} An appropriation is "an authorization granted by the general assembly to

make expenditures and to incur obligations for specific purposes." R.C. 131.o1(F). "[T]he

ordinaiy and common meaning of the phrase 'appropriation bill' is a 'measure before a

legislative body which authorizes "the expenditure of public moneys and stipulating the

amount, manner, and purpose of the various items of expenditure." '" State ex rel.

LetOhioVote.Org v. Brunner, 123 Ohio St.3d 322, 2ooq-Ohio-4900, ¶ 28, quoting State

ex rel. Akron Edn. Assn. v. Essex, 47 Ohio St.2d 47, 49 (1975), quoting Webster's New

International Dictionary (2d Ed.). Appropriations bills are "different from other Acts of

the General Assembly" because they "of necessity, encompass many items, all bound by

the thread of appropriations." Simmons-Harris at 16. The challenged prison privatization

provisions of H.B. No. 153 "are not themselves appropriations for state expenses because

they do not set aside a sum of money for a public purpose" and neither R.C. 9.o6 nor

section 753.1o as amended by H.B. No. 153 "makes expenditures or incurs obligations."

Let®hioVote.Org at ¶ 29.
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{¶ 16} In State ex rel. Ohio AFL-CIO v. Voinovich, 69 Ohio St.3d 225 (1994), the

court addressed whether a bill violated the one-subject rule by making structural changes

to the Industrial Commission of Ohio and Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation,

appropriating funds for those administrative bodies, altering workers' compensation

claims procedures, creating an employment intentional tort, and creating a child labor

exception for the entertainment industry. Id. at 225-26. The court rejected the claim that

the appropriation provision of the bill violated the one-subject rule, finding the inclusion

of the appropriation was " 'simply the means by which the act is carried out, and the

inclusion of such an appropriation does not destroy the singleness of the subject.' " Id.

at 229, quoting Dix at 146. Nevertheless, the court severed the intentional tort and child

labor provisions from the bill, finding a violation of the one-subject rule because the

provisions "cannot be related to the common purpose of the bill." Id. at 230.

{¶ 17} In Simmons-Harris, the court examined provisions establishing the Pilot

Project Scholarship Program, commonly known as the "School Voucher Program,"

included within a biennial appropriations bill. Id. at 1, 4. Because the school voucher

program was a "significant, substantive program" comprising "only ten pages" of an

appropriations bill totaling "over one thousand pages," the court found the program was

"in essence little more than a rider attached to an appropriations bill." Id. at 16. Although

the bill appropriated funds for the school voucher program, the court found the "creation

of a substantive program in a general appropriations bill violates the one-subject rule." Id.

at 17.

{¶ 18} In Ohio Civ. Serv. Employees Assn., the court concluded the inclusion of a

provision excluding certain employees from the collective bargaining process in a bill that

was "loosely described as an appropriations bill" violated the one-subject rule. Id. at ¶ 32.

The court rejected the contention that the single subject of appropriations bound the

budget-related items and the exclusion of employees from the collective bargaining

process, finding such a proposition "stretch[ed] the one-subject concept to the point of

breaking." Id. at ¶ 33. Because the record did not contain an explanation for how tl2e

exclusion of Ohio School Facilities Commission employees from the collective bargaining

process would "clarify or alter the appropriation of state funds," the court determined the

challenged provision lacked a "common purpose or relationship" with the budget-related

items in the appropriations bill. Id. at if 34•
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{¶ 19} Here, although the trial court noted "some parallels" between Simmons-

Ilarris and the instant matter, it declined to find Simmons-Harris controlling with regard

to the prison privatization aspects of H.B. No. 153. (R. 182-83; Decision, at 17.) Instead,

the court applied State ex rel. Ohio Roundtable v. 7aft, ioth Dist. No. o2AP-911, 2003-

Ohio-3340, concluding that H.B. No. 153 did not violate the one-subject rule. In Ohio

Roundtable, we found the inclusion in a "budget correction" bill of a provision authorizing

the governor to enter into an agreement to operate statewide joint lottery games did not

N violate the one-subject rule. Id. at ¶ 17-18. In conducting a contextual analysis of the bill's

history, we discussed the bill's "long and frequently amended history," noting that "[t]he

state's financial situation worsened during the pendency of the bill, and it quickly became

a vehicle for various other revenue and expenditure adjustments." Id. at ¶ 48. Because the

® lottery provisions were expected to generate a stream of revenue allocated to the funding

of Ohio schools, the bill was "sufficiently related to the core subject of revenues and

expenditures to justify inclusion in an appropriations bill" and therefore did not violate

0 the one-subject rule. Id. at 50-51, citing ComTech Sys., Inc. v. Limbach, 59 Ohio St.3d 96
}
a (1991) .

{¶ 20} Following Ohio Roundtable, the Supreme Court of Ohio expressly rejected

the "notion that a provision that impacts the state budget, even if only slightly, may be

lawfully included in an appropriations bill merely because other provisions in the bill also

impact the budget." Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. at ¶ 33. Here, the subject of the various

provisions in section 753.1o does not concern the acquisition of a revenue stream, but,

instead, the contractual requirements for prison privatization. Because the record lacks

guidance regarding the way in which the challenged provisions "will clarify or alter the

appropriation of state funds," there appears to be no common purpose or relationship

between the budget-related items in H.B. No. 153 and the prison privatization provisions.

Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. at ¶ 34. Although the sale of state prisons no doubt impacts

the state budget in some fashion, allowing them to lawfully be included in an

appropriations bill would "render[] the one-subject rule meaningless in the context of

appropriations bills because virtually any statute arguably impacts the state budget, even

if only tenuously." Id. at ¶ 33. See also State ex rel. Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers v.

Sheward, 86 Ohio St.3d 451, 499 (1999) (explaining that "[t]here comes a point past
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which a denominated subject becomes so strained in its effort to cohere diverse matter as

to lose its legitimacy as such").

{¶ 21} Recognizing that appropriations bills as a matter of course tie disparate

topics together, the bill's provisions must nevertheless meet the test of an appropriation.

A bill may "'establisli an agency, set out the regulatory program, and make an

appropriation for the agency without violating the one-subject rule,' " but a general

® appropriations bill cannot constitutionally establish a substantive program related to the

subject of appropriations only insofar as it impacts the budget. Ohio AFL-CIO at 229,

quoting Rudd at 441; see Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. at 1133; Simmons-Harris at 17;.

The prison privatization provisions contained in R.C. 9.o6 and section 753.1o are

significant and substantive. However, given that such provisions amount to

p approximately twenty of over three thousand pages in H.B. No. 153, they are "in essence

little more than a rider attached to an appropriations bill." Simmons-Harris at 16.

{¶ 22} Other factors to consider in determining whether disunity exists between

J provisions of a bill include whether the challenged provisions are "inherently

controversial" or "of significant constitutional importance." Simmons-Harris at 16.

0 Arguably, the provisions in H.B. No. 153 authorizing the sale of several state prisons are

similarly expansive in scope to the school voucher program rendered unconstitutional in
0-
Q Simmons-Harris and more expansive than the collective bargaining amendment in Ohio

° Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. See Ohio Civ. Serv. Einps. Assn at ¶ 35. Indeed, the importance of

o the prison privatization provisions "to those affected by it, however few, cannot beL)
0 doubted." Id. Finally, no rational reason for the combination of the prison privatization
^

provisions and the budget-related appropriations exists in the record, suggesting that the

combination was for tactical reasons. See Simmons-Harris at 16-17, citing Dix at 145.

e {¶ 23} Beyond the two sections relating to the privatization of prisons, plaintiffs

assert other provisions in H.B. No. 153 violate the one-subject rule. The trial court, while

noting that "a number of provisions of H.B. 153, as cited by Plaintiffs, 'appear' to clearly be

at odds with the Single Subject Rule," declined to address those provisions, stating

°°[w]hether the other sections of H.B. 153 that are cited by Plaintiffs are actually in

violation of the Single Subject Rule does not affect the outcome regarding the prison

privatization portions of this bill (which is what Plaintiffs' action is really about)."

(Decision, at 19.) Plaintiffs' amended complaint, however, claimed the entire bill was
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unconstitutional and, as the trial court noted, listed several examples of provisions they

alleged were violative of the one-subject rule. At the very least, the amended complaint

thereby complied with the notice-pleading requirements in Civ.R. 8(A). See Smith v.

Kamberling, loth Dist. No. 12AP-693, 2013-Ohio-1211, ¶ 8-9; Ford v. Brooks, loth Dist.

No.11AP-664, 2012-Ohio-943, ¶ 13.

{¶ 24} Because plaintiffs alleged a set of facts that if proved would entitle them to

relief, the trial court erred in granting defendants' motion to dismiss the complaint for

failing to state a claim upon which relief can be granted. Hoover at 6-7. Therefore, the

trial court must continue proceedings consistent with this decision, including holding an

evidentiary hearing to determine whether the bill in question had only one subject

pursuant to Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 15(D). Id. If, after holding an

evidentiary hearing, the trial court finds any provisions constitute a manifestly gross or

fraudulent violation of the one-subject rule, such that the provisions bear no common

purpose or relationship with the budget-related items and give rise to an inference of

logrolling, the court must sever the offending provisions. State ex rel. Hinkle v. Franklin

Cty. Bd. of Elections, 62 Ohio St.3d 145, 149 (1yg1) (concluding severance to be the

appropriate remedy where possible to cure the defect and save those sections relating to a

single subject). See also Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assn. at ¶ 36.

B. Right of Referendum

{¶ 25} Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 1 provides in pertinent part: "The

legislative power of the state shall be vested in a General Assembly consisting of a senate

and house of representatives but the people reserve to themselves the power to propose to

the General Assembly laws and amendments to the constitution, and to adopt or reject the

same at the polls on a referendum vote as hereinafter provided." The right of referendum

"applies to every law passed in this state and provides an important check on actions

taken by the government." State ex rel. Ohio Gen. Assembly v. Brunner, 115 Ohio St.3d

103, 2007-Ohio-446o, ¶ 9.

{¶ 26} Subject to specified exceptions, laws do not take effect until 9o days after

having been filed with the governor and the secretary of state in order to allow for the

filing of a petition for referendum. Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 1(C). See also

Ohio Gen. Assembly at ¶ 9. Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 1(D) lists exceptions to

the general rule that all laws and sections of laws are subject to referendum, providing in
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pertinent part: "Laws providing for tax levies, appropriations for the current expenses of

the state government and state institutions, and emergency laws necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, shall go into immediate

effect. * * * The laws mentioned in this section shall not be subject to referendum."

{¶ 27} "The constitutional right of citizens to referendum is of paramount

importance." Ohio Gen. Assembly at ¶ 8. "The referendum * k* is a means for direct

political participation, allowing the people the final decision, amounting to a veto power,

over enactments of representative bodies. The practice is designed to 'give citizens a voice

on questions of public policy.' " Eastlake v. Forest City Enterprises, Inc., 426 U.S. 668,

673 (1976), quoting James v. Valtierra, 402 U.S. 137, i41(i97i).

{¶ 28} Plaintiffs contend the trial court erred by dismissing their claim despite

finding a violation of the right of referendum. The trial court found R.C. 9.o6 and section

753•10 were not exempt from the right of referendum because they failed to meet the

listed exceptions in Ohio Constitution, Article II, Section 1(D). However, the trial court

concluded that plaintiffs could not avail themselves of the right of referendum because

they admitted they made °'no effort to seek, obtain, or file referendum petitions from or

with the Secretary of State." (Decision, at 25.)

{I( 29} As previously noted, R.C. g.o6 as amended by H.B. No. 153 and section

753.1o as enacted in H.B. No. 153 °'are not themselves appropriations for state expenses

because they do not set aside a sum of money for a public purpose." LetOhioVote.Org at

¶ 29. Further, nothing "would permit the referendum exception to apply to provisions

that, once implemented, raise revenue to provide funds for an appropriation in another

part of the act, even if * * * they are 'inextricably tied' or related to each other."

LetOhioVote.Org at ¶ 35. Because the contested provisions do not fall within the

exceptions to the right of referendum, pursuant to LetOhioVote.Org, R.C. g.o6 and

section 753.10 violate the right of referendum.

{¶ 30} Defendants do not contest that R.C. 9.o6 and section 753.10 violate the right

of referendum, but continue to argue that plaintiffs' failure to file a referendum petition

with the secretary of state within go days of the effective date of H.B. No. 153 is fatal to

their claim. In support of this contention, defendants cite to State ex rel. Ohiflans for Fair

Dists. v. Husted, 130 Ohio St.3d 240, 2o1r-Ohio-5333, for the proposition that a
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referendum petition must be timely filed within go days from the date the governor filed

the bill in the office of the secretary of state.

{¶ 31} Here, because the record does not reflect that plaintiffs timely filed a

petition for referendum or made any attempt to exercise such right, it was within the trial

court's discretion to determine that they forfeited the right to referendum pursuant to

Ohioans for Fair Dists. Id. at ¶ 1. Unlike Let®)tioVote.Org, wherein the court granted an

extension of time for the plaintiffs to file a referendum petition with the office of the

secretary of state after the office rejected their first timely attempt to file, plaintiffs, in the

present matter, admit they made no effort to file a referendum petition. In reaching this

conclusion, we recognize that the filing of a referendum petition constitutes a significant

investment of time and money. However, such obstacles, especially in consideration of

plaintiffs' absence of action during the pendency of the present action, do not remove the

requirement that a petition for referendum be timely filed before seeking relief for a

violation of the right of referendum.

{¶ 32} Accordingly, the trial court did not err in dismissing plaintiffs' complaint as

it related to the violation of the right of referendum in Ohio Constitution, Article II,

Section 1(C).

C. Joint Venture

{¶ 33} Ohio Constitution, Article VIII, Section 4 provides, in pertinent part: "The

credit of the state shall not, in any manner, be given or loaned to, or in aid of, any

individual association or corporation whatever; nor shall the state ever hereafter become a

joint owner, or stockholder, in any company or association in this state, or elsewhere,

formed for any purpose whatever."

{¶ 34} A joint venture is "'an association of persons with intent, by way of contract,

express or implied, to engage in and carry out a single business adventure for joint profit,

for which purpose they conibine their efforts, property, money, skill and knowledge,

without creating a partnership, and agree that there shall be a community of interest

among them as to the purpose of the undertaking, and that each coadventurer shall stand

in the relation of principal, as well as agent, as to each of the other coadventurers.' " AI

Johnson Constr. Co. v. Kosydar, 42 Ohio St.2d 29 (1975), paragraph one of the syllabus,

quoting Ford v. McCue, 163 Ohio St. 498 (1955), paragraph one of the syllabus. The state,

in compliance with Article VIII, cannot act as "the owner of part of a property which is
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owned and controlled in part by a corporation or individual." Alter v. Cincinnati, 56 Ohio

St. 47 (1897).

{¶ 35} However, Article VIII does not forbid all collaboration between the state

and private enterprises. See Grendell v. Ohio Environmental Portection Agency, 146

Ohio App.3d 1, 1o-11 (9th Dist.2001). "[T]he appropriation of public money to a private

corporation to be expended for a public purpose is a valid act of the legislative body."

State ex rel. Dickman v. Defenbacher, 164 Ohio St. 142, 151 (1955). See also State ex rel.

N Ohio Congress of Parents & Teachers v. State Bd. of Edn., iii Ohio St.3d 568, 2oo6-

Ohio-5512, ¶ 67; Cincinnati v. Dexter, 55 Ohio St. 93 (1896) ("A sale made in good faith,

and for a fair value, under such circumstances, cannot properly be characterized as a loan

O of the credit of the municipality, directly or indirectly, to or in aid of the purchaser.");

p State ex rel. Canipbell v. Cincinnati St. Ry. Co., 97 Ohio St. 283, 309 (1g18) (holding that

a city "has the right to contract with the railway company for the operation thereof' and
N

;n "has also the right to provide in the contract for the payment of all expenses of operation,

depreciation, rnaintenance, etc., out of the gross proceeds received from all sources of

operation of the road, under such terms and conditions as the city and its duly authorized

officers and boards may deem to be for its best interests").

{¶ 36} Plaintiffs assert both a facial challenge and a challenge to the application of

R.C. 9.o6 and section 753.10. "To prevail on a facial constitutional challenge, the

challenger must prove the constitutional defect, using the highest standard of proof,

which is also used in criminal cases, proof beyond a reasonable doubt." Ohio Congress of

Parents & Teachers at ¶ 21, citing Dickman, paragraph one of the syllabus. "To prevail on

a constitutional challenge to the statute as applied, the challenger must present clear and

convincing evidence of the statute's constitutional defect." Ohio Congress of Parents &

Teachers at ¶ 21, citing Belden v. Union Cent. Life Ins. Co., 143 Ohio St. 329 (1944),

paragraph six of the syllabus.

{¶37} Plaintiffs contend the payment of an annual ownership fee, the reservation

of a right to repurchase the prisons, and the various regulatory provisions governing

operation of the privatized prisons cause R.C. 9.o6 and section 753.10 to violate the

prohibition on joint ventures and also unconstitutionally extend the state's credit to a

private enterprise. Defendants respond that the sale of a public facility, authorized by the
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legislature and made in good faith and for fair-market value, is constitutional and cannot

be characterized as a loan.

{¶ 38} Here, nothing in plaintiffs' complaint demonstrates that the challenged

provisions result in the sort of partnerships or unions that the Ohio Constitution forbids.

The state retains no ownership interest in the facilities to be privatized because the

challenged provisions authorize the sale of the property as an entire tract by quit-claim

deed. Compare State ex rel. Eichenberger v. Neff, 42 Ohio App.2d 69, 75 (loth Dist.1974)

(finding an arrangement wherein "the land of the state is joined by the improvements of

the lessee under the lease" violated Ohio Constitution, Article VIII, Section 4). Under the

challenged sections, the state and private entities do not possess "'equal authority or right

to direct and govern the movements and conduct of each other.' " Grendell at 11, quoting

Ford at 502-03. Plaintiffs point to no authority for the proposition that a contractual right

to repurchase the property violates Ohio Constitution, Article VIII, Section 4. Finally,

payment of the annual ownership fee by the state to the prison operators does not violate

Article VIII, Section 4 because the Ohio Constitution "'does not forbid the employment of

corporations, or individuals, associate or otherwise, as agents to perform public services;

nor does it prescribe the mode of their compensation.' " Grendell at 12, quoting Taylor v.

Ross Cty. Comnirs., 23 Ohio St. 22, 78 (1872).

{¶ 39} Even accepting all of the allegations in the complaint as true and making all

reasonable inferences in favor of plaintiffs, no set of facts in plaintiffs' complaint, if

proven, would entitle them to relief. See Mitchell v. Lawson Milk Co., 40 Ohio St.3d 19o,

193 (1988) (finding a court need not presume the truth of conclusions unsupported by

factual allegations); Pepper v. Bd. of Edn. of Toledo Pub. Schools, 6th Dist. No. L-o6-1199,

2007-Ohio-203, ¶ 13, 18. Accordingly, the trial court did not err in dismissing plaintiffs'

complaint ivith regard to the allegations of a violation of Ohio Constitution, Article VIII,

Section 4 both on its face and as applied.

{¶ 40} In conclusion, plaintiffs' first assignment of error as it relates to a violation

of the one-subject rule is sustained, but as it relates to all other alleged errors is overruled.

W. Alternative Claim

{¶ 41} Finally, plaintiffs assert that the trial erred in dismissing their complaint

because they stated a claim that the employees working at the Marion prison complex are

public employees as defined in R.C. 4117.oY(C). Defendants respond that the State
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Employment Relations Board ("SERB") has exclusive jurisdiction to determine whether

an individual is a public employee as defined in R.C. 4117.o1(C) and, as a result, plaintiffs

lacked standing to pursue their constitutional and alternative claims.

{¶ 42} Standing is " 'a party's right to make a legal claim or seek judicial

enforcement of a duty or right.' " Ohio Pyro, Inc. v. Ohio Dept. of Commerce, 115 Ohio

St.3d 375, 2oo7-Ohio-5024, ¶ 27, quoting Black's Law Dictionary (8th Ed.2004) 1442.

Unless the party seeking relief establishes standing, a court cannot consider the merits of

the party's legal claim. Ohio Pyro at ¶ 27; U.S. Bank Natl. Assn. v. Gray, loth Dist. No.

12AP-953, 2013-Ohio-3340, ¶ 17, citing Fed. Home Loan Mtge. Corp. v. Schwartzwald,

134 Ohio St.3d 13, 2012-OhiO-5017, ¶ 22.

{¶ 43} To establish standing, a plaintiff must have a personal stake in the matter he

or she seeks to litigate. League of United Latin Am. Citizens v. Kasich, loth Dist. No.

1oAP-639, 2012-Ohio-947, ¶ 21, citing Tiemann v. Univ. of Cincinnati, 127 Ohio App.3d

312, 325 (loth Dist.1998). A plaintiff demonstrates his or her personal stake by alleging an

actual, palpable injury caused by the defendant that has a remedy in law or equity. Id.,

citing Tiemann at 325. An injury borne by the population in general is not sufficient to

confer standing, but must be borne by the plaintiff in particular. Id., citing Tiemann at

325, citing Allen v. Wright, 468 U.S. 737 (1984). See also State ex rel. Walgate v. Kasich,

ioth Dist. No. 12AP-548, 2o13-Ohio-946, ¶ 16.

{¶ 44} "R.C. Chapter 4117 established a comprehensive framework for the

resolution of public-sector labor disputes by creating a series of new rights and setting

forth specific procedures and remedies for the vindication of those rights." Franklin Cty.

Law Enforcement Assn. v. Fraternal Order of Police, Capital City Lodge No. 9, 59 Ohio

St.3d 167, 169 (1991). R.C. 4117.12(A) provides that unfair labor practices are "remediable

by the state employment relations board as specified in this section," but does not provide

for the filing of an original complaint in common pleas court. "Ultimately, the question of

who is the 'public employer' must be determined under R.C. Chapter 4117." Franklin Cty.

Law Enforcement Assn. at 170.

{¶ 45} The trial court found that SERB was the proper jurisdictional vehicle to

pursue questions involving public employees, but determined that SERB did not possess

the authority to resolve whether the statutes in question were constitutional. The trial

court also found that R.C. 9.o6(K) conferred jurisdiction as to constitutional questions
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regarding the challenged amendments to H.B. No. 153. As a result, the trial court

concluded plaintiffs had standing to bring their claims since the trial court had

jurisdiction, plaintiffs alleged a tangible injury in fact, and plaintiffs could not pursue

remedies to their constitutional claims in another forum.

{¶ 46} Defendants do not contest that SERB would be unable to address the

constitutional claims asserted by the plaintiffs. Instead, defendants assert without

reference to authority that R.C. 9.o6(K) does not supply the trial court with jurisdiction,

but rather is a venue provision. R.C. 9.o6(K) as amended in H.B. No. 153 provides: "Any

action asserting that section 9.o6 of the Revised Code or section 753.10 of the act in which

this amendment was adopted violates any provision of the Ohio constitution ... shall be

brought in the court of common pleas of Franklin county." We conclude the trial court

possessed jurisdiction to decide the constitutional claims raised by plaintiffs. See Nibert

v. Dept. of Rehab. & Corr., 11g Ohio App.3d 431, 433 (1oth Dist.1997); Wandling v. Ohio

Dept. of Transp., 78 Ohio App.3d 368, 371 (4th Dist.1992).

{¶ 47} Defendants' contention that plaintiffs lacked standing to pursue their

constitutional claims is also without merit. Defendants admit that SERB lacks the

authority to resolve the constitutional claims asserted in this case, and simultaneously

assert that plaintiffs cannot demonstrate an injury sufficient to confer standing because

SERB is the only proper forum to address questions involving public employees.

{¶ 48} Here, unlike in Walgate, plaintiffs allege a direct, concrete injury different

from that suffered by the public in general. Id. at ¶ 16. Since it would have been futile for

plaintiffs to assert their constitutional claims before SERB, it would be a manifest

absurdity to also prevent them from asserting their constitutional claims before the trial

court. "Because administrative bodies have no authority to interpret the Constitution,

requiring litigants to assert constitutional arguments administratively would be a waste of

time and effort for all involved." Jones v. Chagrin Falls, 77 Ohio St.3d 456, 46o-61 (1997).

We therefore conclude plaintiffs had standing to pursue their constitutional claims at the

trial court.

{¶ 49} Finally, because resolution of plaintiffs' alternative claim depends on

interpretation of the scope of "public employer" as defined by R.C. Chapter 4117, the trial

court did not err in finding SERB has exclusive jurisdiction over such interpretation and

dismissing plaintiffs' complaint as to their alternative claim. Franklin Cty. Law
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Enforcernent Assn. at 169; Ohio Historical Soc. v. State Emp. Relations Bd., 66 Ohio

St.3d 466, 469 (1993). Accordingly, plaintiffs' second assignment of error is overruled.

V. Motion to Strike

{¶ 50} Plaintiffs filed a motion to strike materials in defendants' merit brief and

appendix they allege were not part of the record. As it is unnecessary to rely on the

materials plaintiffs seek to strike in order to reach the foregoing conclusions, we overrule

as moot plaintiffs' motion to strike. MP Star Financial, Inc. v. Cleveland State Univ.,

foth Dist. No. 03AP-i.156, 2004-Ohio-3840, ¶ 12, affd, 107 Ohio St.3d 176, 2005-Ohio-

6183.

VI. Disposition

{¶ 511 Because plaintiffs' complaint sufficiently states a claim that the challenged

legislation violates the one-subject rule of the Ohio Constitution, we conclude the trial

court erred in granting defendants' motion to dismiss. Plaintiffs' first assignment of error

is sustained in part and overruled in part and plaintiffs' second assignment of error is

overruled. Plaintiffs' motion to strike is rendered as moot. Accordingly, we affirm in part

and reverse in part the judgment of the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas and

remand with instructions to continue proceedings.

Judgment affirmed in part;
reversed in part and cause remanded.

SADLER and CONNOR, JJ., concur.

McCORMAC, J., retired, formerly of the Tenth Appellate
District, assigned to active duty under authority of the Ohio
Constitution, Article IV, Section 6(C).
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO

GENERAL DIVISION

State, ex rel. Ohio Civil Service

Employees Association, et al.,

Plaintiffs, Case No. 12-CV-8716

Vs. Judge Pat Sheeran

State of Ohio, et al.,

Defendants.

DECISION AND ENTRY SUSTAINING MOTION TO DISMISS

Sheeran, J.

This case is before the Court on defendants' Motion to Dismiss the Complaint.

On July 9, 2012, plaintiffs filed a Complaint for Declaratory Judgment, for a Writ of

Mandamus, and for injunctive relief. The gist of the Complaint is that the defendants privatized

a state owned prison (Lake Erie Correctional Facility), by selling it to Corrections Corporation of

America, a named defendant, and that the defendants privatized another state prison, the North

Central Correctional Institution, by enteiing into a contract with defendant Management &

Training Coiporation, which would run that institution. One consequence of these acts is that the

plaintiffs lost their jobs, incurring financial losses as a result of those actions. Plaintiffs contend

that the State defendants are also unconstitutionally authorized to sell four other prisons.l

This case was originally assigned to Judge Horton. A motion to transfer the case was

filed by the Defendants. Judge Horton GRANTED the transfer, and in doing so held that this

case was a re-filed case. Having reviewed that Decision, this Court has no disagreement with it.

i Complaint, at 155.

1

EXHlB1T

5
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Plaintiffs contend that the statutory authority relied on by the State defendants in these

privatization actions are unconstitutional on their face, and as applied to the employee plaintiffs.

As a result of the alleged constitutional deficiencies, the actions taken by the State defendants

were and are void and illegal, and that the sale of the prison facility must be "vacated and

cancelled."2 The employee plaintiffs seek reinstatement and reimbursement for their losses.

Plaintiff OCSEA also alleges the loss of over 270 bargaining unit menibers from the two prisons

that have been privatized to date.

The bases for the claim of unconstitutionality are alleged violations of Article II, Section

15(D) of the Ohio Constitution (the "Single Subject" rule), Article VIII, Section 4 of the Ohio

Constitution ("Proliibition Against Joining Property Rights"), and Article II, Section 1 and le of

the Ohio Constitution (the "Right to Referendum"), as they relate to Ohio Revised Code sections

9.06, 753.10 and 812.20. The plaintiffs also ask that Am.Sub.H.B. No. 153 be declared

unconstitutional in that it allegedly violates the Single Subject Rule.

In the alternative, plaintiffs ask for a declaration that the individuals now working in the

affected prisons are public employees, as that teim is defined in R.C. 4117.01(C).

On September 6, 2012, plaintiffs filed an Amended Complaint. The amended coinplaint

added Josh Mandel, as the State Treasurer, the Office of Management and Budget, and its

director, Timothy Keen, as parties defendant. The amended complaint also added a section on

Sub.S.B. No. 321, arguing that it is unconstitutional in violation of the Single Subject Rule.3

The State Defendants filed a Motion to Dismiss on September 7, 2012. On September

13, 2012, the plaintiffs filed a Motion to file an Amended Complaint. This motion was filed in

order to comply with the requirement that leave of court is required to amend a complaint once a

2 Complaint, at 9[3.
3 Amended Complaint, at 9[9[137-141.

2
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defendant has filed an answer or other responsive pleading. Plaintiffs noted tliat they erred in not

realizing that three of the twelve defendants had filed an answer prior to the filing of the

amended complaint. On November 2, 2012, this Court sustained the motion to amend the

complaint. For puiposes of this Motion, the plaintiffs and the defendants have agreed that the

defendants' do not first have to file an Amended Answer, and that the original motion to dismiss

applies to all parties, including the new ones who were added in the Amended Complaint.

Prefatorily, this Court will note that when considering a Motion to Dismiss, a court must

presume all factual allegations contained in the complaint to be true and make all reasonable

inferences in favor of the non-moving party. Dismissal of a claim pursuant to Civ. R. 12(B)(6) is

only appropriate where it appears beyond a doubt that a plaintiff can prove no set of facts in

support of his claim that would entitle him to relief.4

1. The Jurisdictional Argument: R.C. Chapter 4117

The first argument defendants raise is that this Court should dismiss the complaint based

on a lack of jurisdiction; specifically, that R.C. Chapter 4117 grants the State Employce

Relations Board (SERB) exclusive jurisdiction to determine who is a public employee.

Certainly, where a court lacks subject matter jurisdiction, it has no choice but to dismiss

the complaint. However, the lack of jurisdiction must be "patent and unambiguous."5

Part of the relief requested in the amended coniplaint is for this Court to order that the

individual plaintiffs herein are public employees for purposes of their wages and betiefits, as

4 See, e.g. Mitchell v. Lawson Milk Co. (1988), 40 Olrio St. 3d 190, 192, cited in, e.g. Moore v. City of
Middletown, 133 Ohio St. 3d 55, 2012 Ohio 3897.
s State, ex rel. Smith, v. Frost (1995), 74 Ohio St. 3d 107, 109; see also State ex reL FOP v. Court of Common
Pleas (1996), 76 Ohio St. 3d 287, 289 (writ of prohibition will be granted where court patently and unatnbiguously

lacks jurisdiction).

3
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defined in R.C. 4117.03. Defendants argue that the SERB has exclusive jurisdiction to

determine who is a public employee.6

In Franklin County Law Enforcenient Ass'n. v. Fraternal Order of Police (1991), 59

Ohio St. 3d 167, the Ohio Supreme Court affiimed the trial court's dismissal of a case where the

plaintiffs sought injunctive relief that would restrain the FOP from conducting a vote, and would

prevent any collective bargaining agreement until SERB designated the proper union

representative. Other cases cited by the state defendants have similar holdings.

In their supplemental brief, defendants cite Carter v. Trotwood-Madison City Bd. of

Education (2d App. Dist.), 2009 Ohio 1769, 181 Ohio App. 3d 764. Here, two retired teachers

filed suit for an alleged breach of contract. The issue was whether the retired teachers were

public employees. In affirrning (but on other grounds) the decision of the trial court to dismiss

the action, the court of appeals held that SERB has exclusive jurisdiction under R.C. Chapter

4117.

In numerous cases, courts have held that SERB has exclusive original
jurisdiction over the issue of whether a particular elitity is a "public employer" or
whether particular parties or groups are public employees." (citations omitted).

The Ohio Supreme Court also stressed in Franklin Cty. Law Fitforcenzent
that "[u]limately, the question of who is the `public employer' must be
determined under R.C. Chapter 4117." 59 Ohio St. 3d 167, 170, 572 N.E. 2d 87.
The Ohio Supreme Court, therefore, concluded that SERB had exclusive
jurisdiction over the case, and that the trial court did not have jurisdiction. Id.

Id., at 9[9[58-59.

Plaintiffs' response to the jurisdictional issue is two-fold: First, R.C. 9.06 "squarely

vested jurisdiction over the entire case in the Franldin County Common Pleas Court. 9.06(K)."7

This section reads in pertinent part as follows:

6 Defendauts' motion to disiniss, at p. 6.
7 Plaintiffs' Supplemental Brief, at 1.

4
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Any action asserting that section 9.06..,or 753.10 of the act in which this
amendment was adopted violates any provision of the Ohio constitution... shall be
brought in the court of common pleas of Franklin county.

Defendants assert that this section is a venue statute, not a jurisdictional one. However, it has

long been held in similarly worded sections involving appeals from state adniinistrative agencies,

are jurisdictioarial statutes. See, e.g. the appeals procedure from decisions of the state personnel

board of review, as set forth in section 119.12 of the Revised Code. In Hoffinan v. Montgomery

County Commissioners (2d App. Dist. No. 7555), 1982 Ohio App. Lexis 12905, the Court of

Appeals for Montgomery County noted that an administrative appeal brought under R.C. 119.12,

which requires the case to be filed in the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, but which in

that particular case was filed in the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas, was properly

dismissed for lack of jurisdiction. The trial court there refused a request to transfer venue to

Franklin County and the appeals court agreed, noting that since there was no jurisdiction, the

action was not properly commenced, and therefore the Montgomery County court had no

authority to change venue.

This Court does not see any significant difference between the two statutes. Had, for

exaniple, plaintiffs commenced this action in another common pleas court, Hoffman would

require dismissal, not a change of venue.

Another case noting the jurisdictional requirement of statutorily mandated courts in

which certain administrative appeals may be brought is Nibert v. Department of Rehabilitation

and CorrectionlLonrlon Correctional Institntion (10`1' App. Dist.), 119 Ohio App. 3d 431, 1997

Ohio App. Lexis 1761. Here, the Franklin County Court of Appeals affirmed the dismissal of a

case because the action, governed by R.C. 124.34, should have been filed in the county in which

the employee resided, and not in Franklin County. As in Hoffman, the appeals court noted that

5
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this was a jurisdictional issue, not one involving venue. And the Tenth District made its ruling

despite the fact that, as that Court noted, "the present case presents unusual and compelling

circumstances for allowing a deviation from the established statutory and case law, [but] we may

not ignore the mandate expressed in the first syllable of Davis: 'g

Based on the foregoing, this Court finds that R.C. 9.06(K) is a jurisdictional statute, not

one involving venue.

Having so concluded, does this finding conflict with the requirement that matters

involving a determination of whether any individual plaintiffs are public employees be

determined by SERB administratively? The language of the subsection states that "Any action

asserting that [either section] violates...the Ohio constitution and any claim asserting that any

action taken by the governor or the department of administrative services or the department of

rehabilitation and correction pursuant to section 9.06...or section 753.10...violates any provision

of the Ohio constitution or any provision of the Revised Code shall be brought in the [Franklin

County common pleas court]. (Emphasis added).

This Court finds that there is no conflict. There is no contention that the actions of any of

the defendants "violated" R.C. Chapter 4117. There may be circumstances from the sale of

prisons that affect employees, but that does not mean that Chapter 4117 is violated, it merely

.meansthat Chapter 4117 is brought into play in order to determine the rights of those persons

affected by the sale. However, it bears repeating that there is no allegation that Chapter 4117

itself has in any way actually been violated.

Based on the foregoing, this Court holds that it has jurisdiction on issues coneerning tlle

constitutionality of sections 9.06 and 753.10. However, that holding, as noted, does not preclude

8 Nibert, citing Davis v. Board of Review (1980), 64 Ohio St. 2d 102, syllabus paragraph 1. A reading of the case
indeed shows the strong possibility of confusion in where to file the appropriate appeal.

6
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SERB's jurisdiction concerning the rights of employees that relate to their employment status.

In fact, section 9.06(K) does not affect SERB's jurisdiction at all. They are separate matters.

To sumnzarize the opinion to this point: SERB has exclusive jurisdiction over employee

rights, including whether or not the named individual plaintiffs are public employees. This Court

has exclusive jurisdiction over the constitutional challenges to the privatization of Ohio prisons.

2. Standing

The next issue involves standing, specifically the question of whether any of the plaintiffs

have standing to contest the legislative action. Since SERB has exclusive jurisdiction to

determine the employee rights questions in this case, the issue becomes whether any plaintiff

alleges anything in the Amended Complaint that would give that person (or organization)

standing to contest the constitutionality of the statutes in question. Since the allegations of

economic damages are to be determined administratively by SERB, there must be some other

basis for standing in order for this case to proceed.

The Amended Complaint seeks declaratory and injunctive relief, as well as a request for a

writ of mandamus. The writ of mandamus, requested in Count Three, asks for the reinstatement

of the individual plaintiffs to the positions they held prior to the sale of, or private contracts

entered into with, the private entities mentioned in the Amended Complaint. As concluded

earlier, the reinstatement of the individual plaintiffs is a matter for SERB to determine.

Therefore, there is no extraordinary writ before this Court in terms of the constitutionality of the

prison sale.

In ProgressOhio.org, Irzc. v. JobsOhio (10th App. Dist), 2012 Ohio 2655, 973 N.E. 2d

307, the Franklin County Court of Appeals upheld the disrnissal of that case based on a lack of

standing. In so holding, that Court spoke extensively on the issue of standing.

7
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Under the doctrine of standing, a litigant must have a personal stake in the
matter he or she wishes to litigate. [citation omitted]. Standing requires a litigant
to have "such a personal stake in the outcome of the controversy as to assure that
concrete adverseness which sharpens the presentation of issues upon which the
court so largely depends for the illumination of difficult***questions." [Citations
omitted]. hl order to have standing, a plaintiff must demonstrate some injury
caused by the defendant that has a remedy in law or equity, Id. The injury is not
required to be large or economic, but it inust be palpable. Id. Furtherrnore, the
injury cannot be merely speculative, and it must also be an injury to the plaintiff
himself or to a class. Id. An injury that is boi7ie by the population in general, and
which does not affect the plaintiff in particular, is not sufficient to confer
standing. [citation omitted].

Id., at y[8.

In this case, if SERB did not have exclusive jurisdiction of the employees' status, with all

the issues that relate to it, including the issue of economic loss, there is no doubt that the

individual plaintiffs would have standing to pursue this claim. Clearly, they have a stake that is

far more palpable than that of any injury allegedly borne by the population in general.

However, it is clear to this Court that SERB does have, to the exclusion of this Court,

jurisdiction over those issues. Therefore, those alleged injuries, which are clearly significant

claims, do not give the plaintiffs standing here.

Public right standing is one basis in which the constitutionality of a statute may be

brought. It is an exception to the personal injury requirement one must otherwise allege in order

to have standing. Public right "is conceived as an action to vindicate the general public interest."

State ex rel. Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers v. Sheward, 86 Ohio St. 3d 451, 1999 Ohio 123.

A close reading of Progress Ohio.org indicates that it is not an absolute requiYement that

a plaintiff must seek an extraordinary writ. Or, to put it another way, "overwhelmingly" does not

equate to "exclusively."9 Having said that, however, the Tenth District made it clear that,

9 See Progress•Olzio.org at 117. In fact, two paragraphs later, the Court of Appeals noted that the vehicle-
injunctive relief or extraordinary writ--was "ultiinately irrelevant."

8
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regardless of whether an extraordinary writ is sought or not, there must be "rare and

extraordinary circumstances necessary to invoke public interest standing."10

The examples cited in the above footnote, that is, where the challenge is to a statute that

constitutes an "attack on the judiciary" or affects the right of "every worker" to participate in the

Workers' Compensation system, clearly indicate the nature and scope of the case of rare and

extraordinary situations where public interest standing may be invoked. This case, no matter

how one reads the Amended Complaint, fails to rise to that level.lt

Because the individual plaintiffs lack standing, ProgressOhio.org also lacks standing.

ProgressOhio.org, supra.

OCSEA's standing is based on the economic injury that resulted from each of the

individually named plaintiffs. Again, noting that the economic injuiy alleged would be sufficient

to constitute a personal stake in the case, and thus make it a true adversarial proceeding, that

injury is one that must be determined by SERB.

The analysis thus far has been quite straightforward, and would appear to require this

Court to dismiss this case. Having said that, however, Plaintiffs raise an issue that is exceedingly

troubling to this Court. Specifically, Plaintiffs note that the Collective Bargaining Agreement

(CBA) between the parties cannot be utilized to provide an arbitrator authority to determine the

rights of the parties. The Defendants argue that the CBA does provide the wherewithal to give

Plaintiffs their just due.

1° Id., at 119. As examples, the Court cited Slzeward ("an attack on the judiciary...[wliich] affected every tort claitn
in Ohio") and State ex rel. Ohio AFL-CIO v. Bur. Of Workers' Co:np., 97 Ohio St. 3d 504, 2002 Ohio 6717
("statute at issue...affected every injured worker in Ohio seeking to participate in the worker's compensation
system."). Statutes that affect a limited number of employees are not in that category.
11 Id., at 131: "There is no question that appellants' challenge raises significant concerns about at least some of the
provision of the JobsOhio Act. However, in terms of great public interest, the most one can say about the
challenged legislation is that it `makes significant changes to the organizational structure of state government.'
(citation omitted). This is not enougli of a public concern to confer standing on appellants." (Emphasis added).

9
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Article 25 of the CBA governs the grievance procedure. The word "grievance" itself is

given an expansive definition, "any difference, complaint or dispute between the Employer and

the Union or any employee regarding the application, meaning or interpretation of this

Agreement."12 The procedure that follows "shall be the exclusive method of resolving

g1ievances."13

Plaintiffs note that the current CBA was in effect before the adoption of Am. Sub. H.B.

No. 153 was adopted and argues that the CBA "could not...contain [the type of] specific

language which identifies and preempts R.C. 9.06 or R.C. 753.10..."1'

In State ex rel. Ohio Association of Public School Employees v. Batavia Local School

District Board of Education, 2000 Ohio 130, 89 Ohio St. 3d 191, the collective bargaining

agreement (cba) ran from March 1, 1996 through February 28, 1999. At the end of the 1998

academic year, i.e. June, 1998, the board of education ("board") considered, then did, enter into a

contract with a private company to provide bus transportation. The result of this act included the

laying off of the fourteen persons who had held those positions. This led to a grievance being

filed by some of the affected employees. The superintendent refused to reinstate those

employees, and said employees filed for extraordinary relief in the Court of Appeals. That court

granted summary judgment to the board. The Supreme Court, in a 4-3 decision, reversed.

The Supreme Court noted the interplay between public employees' statutory rights and

provisions of a collective bargaining agreement,15 noting that "when the [collective bargaining]

agreement makes no specification about a matter pertaining to wages, hours and terms and

conditions of employment, the parties are governed by all state or local laws addressing such

12 Article 25, Section 25.01(A).
13 Id.
la Plaintiffs' Supplemental Brief after Oral Argument, at 3.
15 Id., at 89 Ohio St. 3d 196.
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terms and conditions of employment."16 In other words, the CBA will prevail over the state

statute, provided the CBA "specifically exclude[s] statutory rights to negate the application of

those iigts."17 The Court's decision makes it clear that a CBA's "general layoff and recall

provision" by itself was not sufficient to address the specific issue raised by the board's action.

Another point of significance in this case is the Supreme Court's noting that "[W]e must

construe the language of the parties' agreement to avoid a`manifest absurdity.' ls

This is, in essence, the point Plaintiffs are making here: the CBA could not reasonably

have anticipated that one or more prisons would have been sold, and the rights of the employees

would have been thus affected.19 Since the CBA could not "specifically exclude" statutory rights

that did not exist at the time the CBA was entered into, it becomes a manifest absurdity to try to

apply the CBA to a situation that could not reasonably have been foreseen. And if one only

wishes to apply existing law (which, under Batavia, would seem to be required), that law (in

effect now) expressly gives the State of Ohio the right to privatize one or more prisons. Where,

then, is the proper forum for aggrieved employees to proceed?

The State Defendants note that the Plaintiffs have two options: the first is the grievance

procedure, which has been discussed above, and the second is to pursue an unfair labor practice

grievance under SERB, pursuant to R.C. 4711.11. The Defendants note that the CBA, under

Article 39, addresses subcontracting. However, the provision quoted by the Defendants permits

the employer "to contract out any work it deems necessary or desirable because of greater

efficiency, economy, programmatic benefits or other related factors."20 While this provision is

16 Id.
17 Id. (Emphasis in original).
" Id., at 198.

19 Plaintiffs' Supplemental Brief after Oral Argument, supra, at 3.
'"° State Defendants' Post Hearing Brief, at 5, quoting the CBA at Article 39.01.
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not necessarily exactly on point, other sections relating to the sale, lease, assignment or transfer

of any facility are covered under the CBA.21

This Court agrees, to an extent, with the State Defendants here. Clearly, there are articles

in the CBA that relate to specific issues raised by the Plaintiffs. I-lowever, the underlying

problem is that the grievance procedure does not and cannot decide the constitutionality of the

statutes at issue here. And pursuing a SERB remedy is equally futile, since an administrator does

not possess the authority to determine the constitutionality of a statute. As such, either route is,

to all intents and purposes, manifestly useless.

This, therefore, brings us full circle in the discussion. SERB is the proper jurisdictional

vehicle to pursue questions involving public employees. But pursuing a SERB resolution (or a

grievance procedure) is, in this case at least, by definition useless. This brings this Court back to

the Batavia decision's language that the law cannot require a "manifest absurdity."22

The solution to this seeming dilemma goes back to the jurisdictional question. It must be

remembered that the lack of jurisdiction must be "patent and unambiguous." To this Court, the

lack of jurisdiction is probable, but under these circumstances it does not rise to the level of

patent and unambiguous.

If this Court has jurisdiction, and given the above, it now must proceed as if it does, the

issue of Standing must be reconsidered. Clearly, the lack of standing previously noted is based

on the jurisdiction of SERB to determine the "public employee" questions. Absent the ability of

this Court to consider the status of the employee plaintiffs, those persons, as well as the OCSEA,

21 Id., quoting Article 44.06 ("Successor"). Other provisions noted affect closm•e of a facility (Id., and see also
Article 36); seniority (Article 16 of the CBA), Layoffs and bumping (Article 18), and the work week, schedules and
overtime (Article 13).
22 Granted, the language in Batavia covered a different situation, the language of the parties' agreement. But the
general principle of avoiding absurdity can hardly be considered novel.
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and therefore ProgressOhio.org, did not have standing to bring this case. But since this Court

now at least arguably has jurisdiction, the individual plaintiffs have standing.

ProgressOhio.org argues here that "standing for one is standing for all."'3 See, e.g.

ACLU v. Grayson County (6`" Cir. 2010), 591 F.3d 837, 843, citing Rumsfeld v. Forum for

Academic and Institrztional Rights, Inc., 547 U.S. 47, 52, n.2 (2006). The 6b Circuit in

Grayson County, after citing that rule, then noted, a few paragraphs later, that since "Meredith

has standing, there is no need to address the standing of the other plaintiffs."24 The state

defendants cite an earlier 6h Circuit decision indicating that the aforementioned principle is a

"misstatement of the law," but because the above decisions post-date National Rifle Association

of America v. Magaw, 132 F.3d 272 (6`h Cir. 1997), and because the United States Supreme

Court has opined on the issue, this Court cannot ignore the more recentpreeedent.

Based on the foregoing, the plaintiffs have standing to pursue these claims. This Court

will tiow proceed to the merits of the Motion to Dismiss.

3. The Single Subject Rule

This Court, in Case No. 2011 CV 10647, exhaustively considered whether or not the

legislation contained in the bill involving the privatization of prisons violated the One Subject

Rule. Because the Court therein conducted an exhaustive research of the precedents, and there

has been nothing determined since that time that contradicts that finding, this Court will repeat

that portion of the previous decision below. In so doing, the Court reiterates that it has

Shepardized State v. Bloomer and has found no decisions from the appellate courts that have

further discussed the One Subject Rule.

23 Plaintiffs' Memoranduin Contra, at p. 16.
24 Id., at 843.
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Article II, Section 15(D) of the Ohio Constitution reads as follows: "No bill shall contain

more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in its title."

ofle-sUbject rule was added td; our C.Snsti€:utiol,,, r.n 1851. It was one. of
the proposals resulting from the efforts of the Second Constitutional Convention,
of l&%-1851. See Kule.wicz, The History of the One-Subject Rule of the, Ohio
Const.iftiti.on (l997), 45 C1z,vE,,S€.T...Rev. ^591, _59' -593. The g..nesis of support for
this rule ha+:i its roots in the sairLe concerns over the General Assembly's
don-iiii:u?c.e of state goE-erim:ient that formed the most significaiit fliente of t}re
Constitution of 1851These concerns, illustrry.ted earlier iTt €his op:irliox?, resulted in
the plac.c:knent of conerete limits on the power of tl-lc, ^.ieneral Assembly to proce,e:sf.
however i€: saw fit in the enac€:.me.rlt of le`3islation. I"he one-subject rule is one
procltrt,t of the dr6:ftb.rs' desire to place chec.ks oti the legislative branch's abiilty to
exploit its position as the ove,rwhetrningly pre-eminent branch of state
government pli or to 18_5 1."

The rulb: derives in part from the prevailing an€ipathy toward the manner
and rneans by which the General A4sembly exercised its pre-185 i. power to enact
special laws. By virtue of this power, the General Assembly "beca.:sie heavily
invo:tircd 1rthe subsidization of plivate companles and the gra nfina of special
pri v.i:eges in corporate charlers. 'The General Assetnl3ly passed a nu:iil.yer i,f Acts -*

clesigne(l to loan cre(iit or give financial aid to private canai, bridge, turnpike,
and railroad companies. r.l re public began to benioan the taxes imposed on
them for the benel~zt of ;7rivate cornpanies and the losses ir:icuri-ed by the st€Atc;
when subsidized corporations failed." Id. at 464. 71 -i N.lr.2d 1062o Concurrently,
special c:harters oi° bills of incorporation were often assured passage through a
s^ ^te:rrr of logrolli_n4^, i.c,., the pi-nctis;^.: of co.rnbining and thereby obtaining passage
for several distinet legislative proposals that would probably have failed to gain
majo.i•it' v support .if presented and voted on separately. If1 at 495-490, 715 N' a?.'.d
1062. In limiting each bill to a single subject, the one-sub.ae.ct rule strikes at the
heart of lQgf^olling; by essentially vitiating its product.

In re Nowak (2004), 104 Ohio St. 3d 466, at 113(1-31. Nowak settled a long-standing issue by

holding that the Single Subject rule was mandatory, not directory, in nature.

In recent years, the Ohio Supreme Court has considered this issue on numerous

occasions. The most recent decision sets forth a number of general principles very clearly.

Our role in the enforcement of the one subject provision is limited. To avoid
interfering with the legislative process, we must afford the General Assembly
`great latitude in enacting comprehensive legislation by not construing the one-
subject provision so as to unnecessarily restrict the scope aild operation of laws,
or to multiply their number excessively, or to prevent legislation from embracing
in one act all matters properly connected with one general subject.' State, ex rel.

14
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Ohio Civ. Serv. Emps. Assrr., AFSCME Local 11, AFL-CIO v. State Emp.
Relations Bd., 104 Ohio St. 3d 122, 2004 Ohio 6363, 818 N.E. 2d 688, quoting
Dix, 11 Ohio St. 3d at 145...We have further emphasized that "every presumption
in favor of the enactment's validity should be indulged." Hoover v. Franklin
County Bd. of Commrs. (1985), 19 Ohio St. 3d 1, 6...

State v. Bloomer (2009), 122 Ohio St. 3d 200, at 19[47 and 48.

Bloomer goes on to note that not every violation of the one-subject rlde requires a finding

of unconstitutionality. A violation must be "manifestly gross and fraudulent" before an

enactment may be invalidated. Id., at 149. So long as there is a common purTose or relationship

between topics, "the mere fact that a bill embraces more than one topic will not be fatal." Id.

Subsequent paragraphs in Bloomer give examples of statutes that were found not to

violate the one-subject rule. Of particular interest to this decision is the example given in State,

ex rel. Willke, v. Ttaft (2005), 107 Ohio St. 3d 1. There, the Supreme Court upheld a resolution

proposing an amendment to the Ohio Constitution authorizing the issuance of general obligation

bonds for (1) funding public infrastructure capital iznprovements, (2) research and development,

and (3) the development of certain business sites and facilities. This combination of the three

programs into one amendment was "seetningly the product of a tactical decision",2j this decision

was "not so incongruous that it could not, by any reasonable interpretation, be considered

germane to the purposes of statewide job ereation and development."26

The Ohio Supreme Court contrasted the above decisions from those that invalidated

certain statutes. Thus, in State, ex rel. Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers, v. Sheward (1999), 86

Ohio St. 3d 451, the Supreme Court struck down a tort reform bill that tried to "combine the

wearing of seat belts with employment discrimination claims, class actions arising from the sale

of secui7ties with limitations on agency liability in actions against a hospital, [and] actions by a

25 B loom er, at9[51, citung [nT i17.'<e, supra ,at9[38.
26 Id.
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roller skater with supporting affidavits on a medical claim." Id., at 497-498, quoted in Bloomer,

supra, at 152. Of particular interest to this decision is the decision in State, ex rel. Ohio Civ.

Serv. Emps. Assn., AFSCME Local 11, AFL-CIO, v. State Ernp. Relations Bd., 104 Ohio St.

3d 122. There, the Supreme Court invalidated a statutory provision that excluded certain

employees from a collective bargaining process when that provision was enacted as part of an

appropriations bill encompassing a wide range of budgetary concerns.27

hi Nowak, supra, the Supreme Court invalidated a provision that attempted to settle

whether recorded mortgages were presuinptively valid where those mortgages contained

violations of other sections of the Revised Code such as having only one witness (former R.C.

5301.234). The basis for the invalidity was that the statute, which was included in an

appropriations bill, simply had no common purpose or relationship with the remainder of the

statute.

Another key component of Nowak is that where there is a clear disunity, no further

evidence of fraud or logrolling is required. As that Court noted,

ln other words, the one-sul?jec.t provision dt3e, not .require evidence of
fraud or logroliing beyond the, unnatural combinations themselves. histead, "an
analysis of any particula: enactment is dependent upon the pLuticulcu- language
and subject zriatter of the proposal,," rather than upon extrFn.sic cviden.ce of
logrolling, and thus "an act which contains suc,h unrelated provisions must
necessaril_y be ^3cld to be invalid in order to effectuate t}ie purposes of the iiile."
lr;. at 145, 11 OBR 436, 464 N.E.2d. 1.53. Otherwise, we are left with the
a.n.onialous proposition that ab9(l coiitaiiiinti nnore than one: subject does not
violate a. const;t,uti.onal provision that prohibits a. bill fx•on: containing, raore than
one sU.bje+:.t..

Id., at 171.

27 C ited in B loom er, at 152. The significance here is that this case also involved an appmpriations

bill. See also: Akron Metropolitan H ousing Authority Board of Trustees v. State of Ohio

(2008), Franklin App.No. 07 AP 738, 2008 0hio -(rejeectiig 'Yn od.ifyiilg ]ocalauthority"I"authority

to regulate localhousing" as besr-g too vague ornot connected w ith the stated ratianale.)
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With these principles in mind, we turn to the instant case. R.C. 812.20 references the

enactment, amendment or repeal of approximately 388 different sections and/or subsections of

the Revised Code. As Plaintiffs point out in paragraph 50 of their Complaint, H.B. 153 contains

many subjects that are quite diverse, among them the elimination of a prior felony as a bar to the

issuance or renewal of a barber's license; the establishment of a gambling hotline; requiring

school districts to implement merit-based pay regulations; the modification of the Rules of

Evidence relating to expert testimony by a coroner or deputy coroner; creation of a check-off to

permit taxpayers to donate all or part of their refund to the Ohio Historical Society; a prohibition

of non-therapeutic abortions in specific places such as public hospitals and clinics; and the

elimination of all collective bargaining rights for Ohio Turnpike employees."8

In Simnaons-lHarris v. Goff (1999), 86 Ohio St. 3d 1, the Ohio Supreme Court otherwise

upheld the constitutionality of the "school voucher program", except for finding that that

section's inclusion into the appropriations bill violated the Single Subject Rule. The Supreme

Court found a "blatant disunity" between the school voucher program and the remainder of the

statutes in the bill. Id., at 16.

The Goff decision is noteworthy because of some parallels with the instant case. As the

Supreme Court noted,

Ani.Sub.1=i.B. N-o. 117 contains rna.ny other examples o('topics that. "Iack a
common purpose or relationship." Ann.Sub.H.B. No. 117 contained three hundred
eighty-three amendments ii7. twenty-five different titles of the Revised {:'ode, ten
amendments to renuniberg and a:ighty-one new sections in sixteen diffe.rent titles
of the Revised Code. Baldwin's Ohii-) Legislative Servic,e L1995j f.-621-t12?.

Id., at 15 (footnote c}init€ed).

Zs P]aintiftS C om p]aint l:ists m ore exam p]es than am citsd here. But the above is a fair sam p1e.
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The SE,iprLnla: Court +:i'itt Iic1t coi3Sidt°r the constitutionality of the l?ffi£:r sec€$ons of

Arn.Suh.1111. No. I }.", rriariy of €.hi, provisions (it w3:iich "appear [to br ] unrelai,cd", Id., bizt that

was because (}ie.reliei sou;llt was limited tf) €he sc.}iool voucher progran;.

Here. Plaintiffs' dc,riancl i^^?r rclicf askstlit-tt this Court declare H.B. 1:^3 to be

unconstitutional in its : n€irety. 23 However, the reii^iaindcr of Count O3ie strictly rel`ers to those

sections of €-kac. Revised Code that i°clate to 1^ie Priva€islatxor^ of a portion of Cltc prison svs€em. Ir

addition, Plaiii€.it'ts relate some, bu€ rto€ all, of the all^^ed violations of I1& 153'. This Court,

therefore, will follow the le-ad of the 0hio SrFprenic Court i:^i Goff a^^d resrain f'rrri-ii makili^ a

dc:clar:xtaon as tcy the cons€it.u€9€?r:ali€y of those sections of H.B. 153 €:h-i€ have iiot actiiahv been

argued here, a.€ lr,ast insofar as the rulznr,; cr-i Plaintiffs' Motion .tor aTc.;^^.^pc,raz•w Res€raini_rz^,,

C)rderls cotic^erncdl. This C"Our•t will no€e., however, €.l?a€ the sarne language used in Go^",^", i.e.

appear unrelated" certa:nly G^^^peczrs, to apply in rcfc,.rc.:nd.e to tznc instances I;l3xn€i#':`'s cite in HR

153.

`niis Cotiz•i, liowt,ver.-, does not find Gqff to be .on€roiliiig as to the prison privatization

aspects of 1-1. 13. E 53 are conce.rned. f_ia §taa`eo ex r°et .Roundta^'^1e, v. Tq^^` ('21003 ), 22003 Ohio 3:34► ,

the "I'^,zitli District Court of Appeals faced the ^ss^.^e of ^,^liet^ic,t- the ^^^^:(1 a^a€^^c^ri_;ng [ht- 0hio

Lottery Corninissicg€i €^.^ participate in multi-state lotteries (the "MegaMillions" game) violated,

inter a.lia, the Si_nglc, Saat?icc;t Rii.t^.:. Thr, Coia,.t of Appeals ^io(erl, firA, €ha9. -[a.lssesst^ient of an

eixactirent', co.n;:€;i.wtionality will be pr.i_rraaiilv a matter of a "c:ase-by-c.ase, :eniani_ic and

contextual anta(ysis." cifing Statej e-v reZ. Dix, v. C.'eleste 1984;, 11 0hio St. 3d 141, 1.45.

Ncxt, the Court of .Appca14 heId. that the sta€inory provisions autlic?rizinc, the new lu€Eerv

;garnu woLFld gc,aic:r•a€^, millions of dollrtrs in revc-luc, .tigr Ohio sc_hz?ols. wlti%;h was "a sufficient

29 Axnended C o:n plasnt, C ountO ne, 9[168 (A ).
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e.ommon ihtc;d{ci vaith...H.B. 405, which, by the tii-ne it was fiiia11y et=acted. tr3.alv hacl become a.

bu<i.gr,t cotriec,€ion bill prmm7zly concerned with, funding." Id., at J;p-49.

I:n r•e.aching thy.s conclusion, we Court of Appeals cited Com,tec^ S.ps^em4^, Inc. aso

Limbach (1.991), 59 Ohio St. 3d 96. whi^.h held that the "introduction of a streatn of re;ventre, was

sufficiently related to the c°c}ie subject of rev€.:=.iua:g aiid expenditures to iLisEifz' irFclusion in an

appropriations bill." Id;, at 9;50.

F-fere, whi:(e it is clear ii,a€, a number of pro%=i-sions of 11.13. 1.73, as cited by Plaintiffs,

appcar" to clearly be at odds with the Sifigic Subject Ru€e, ^^^IT, siipra, those provisioiis are

considerably differei3t than the sections before, this Couri that deal witi-i prison privatization. As

zri Roignelt-exble, the purpost; of the privat,iz3tiori bill is to gcnexa.te a b€.ri,ana c?_t'revenue t.o, zri t:his

instance, lielTi bala7ie.e €:}ie budo;e.t. 'I'}iis is certain(v a c:.s^jme.i.tecl 4ubjee,€ to an appropriations

biil.31". AV the, very ieast, it is itot a"naanifestiy gross or fraudulent" violation of the Single

Suiject requirement.

Wbet}ici° the other sec:t ons of 11B. 153 that are cited bv Plaintiffs are actually ;_a violation

c7f the SzDgle Subject Rule disusni3t aflect the outcome regarding the prison privatization portions

of this bill (:whie.h is what Plaiiitiffs' accioii is really a`l.)out3. As Plaintiffs acknowledge, the

remedy of severability exists in the event that anv portioia of a bill are fou.nct to be, in violatio31 of

t}?e, Single Subje;,:t: Rule.

Based on a1x the fbregoiiig, thi;; Court finds that the prison pritiatAzat.ion poriior?s of l-1.B.

153 arc not in violation of the Single Subiect Rule.

30 P 7a.intifis note in their C om plaint that the prison privatization port.ions of H B. 153 w ere attached

by w ay of a-rider." W hi]e there have been com m ent.s -h a num ber of cases as to the suspect natum

of a rider, w hether this porbon of H.B .153 cam e to be a part of the billas being part of the original

legislation or by som e other m ethod, the fact is that the m anner in which a court is to detenn ine

whether a via]atior of the Sn-!.gle Subject Rule exists is to exam :h.-le whether a`Uisunity" ex..ists
betw een the oontested section (s) and the billin its enti-rety.
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4. Prohibition Against Joining Property Rights

The next basis upon which Plaintiffs assert a Constitutional violation is in reference to

Article Eight, Section 4 of the Ohio Constitution. That section reads in pertinent part as follows:

The credit of the state shall not, in any manner, be given or loaned to, or in aid of,
any individual association or corporation whatever; nor shall the state ever
hereafter become a joint owner, or stockliolder, in any company or association in
this state, or elsewhere, formed for any purpose whatsoever.

In essence, the statutory provisions require the private contractor to operate and maintain

the prison in a lavvful manner.

R.C. 753.10 permits the director of the ODRC to award contacts for the operation and

management of up to five (5) prison facilities. The provisions of this section authorize, inter alia,

the Governor to execute the necessary deed(s) to the respective property.

In reviewing these statutes and comparing them to the Constitutional prohibition, this

Court cannot conclude that the legislation at issue is in violation of this prohibition. The State of

Ohio simply does not become a joint owner. Regulatory oversight-which occurs in many

facets of state government-is not the same as joint ownership. Furthermore, because of the

many constitutional requirements, under both the United States and Ohio Constitutions, relating

to the operation of prisons and the treatment of prisoners, it seems clearly necessary for the State,

in attempting to privatize a portion of the prison system, to create and enforce rules relating to

the operation of such prisons. Finally, those cases cited by Defendants in their Memorandum In

Opposition, at 11, are persuasive on this issue.

Based on the foregoing, the challenged legislation does not violate Article Eight, Section

4 of the Ohio Constitution.

5. Right of Referendum

20



Franklin County Ohio Clerk of Courts of the Common Pleas- 2012 Nov 20 10:38 AM-12CV008716
0A815 - S79

Plziintiffs iaext allege (h.a€ Llie RE. 9.06, 753.10 6iiid 812-20, a^ ariended by HR 153,

violate t.he. Ri,.4lat of Reii,rendlurn as that right is set forth inArticle 11, Section 1, 1e and Id of the

C)l,io Constitution.

In per€ment part, Article 11, Sectiosi 1. reads as :ollowy,

T-he legislative power of the Ntate shall be vested in a general assen-ab'y consisting
of a senate and a house of representative4bi-it the people reserve to themselves the
pi:)wel" t:)...2E.dC33')t a7"ld`'. I.(jeCt [Jai^.^5l al€, E}li: polls olA 3rC'i.ert',I1duTTS_ vow c3.s hi:rd,il'e^ftf;r

providecl.

Article If, Section le a-ead:s In. l?e:ftyrld,Dt pezr€ as 1'ollows:

No law passed by the Cgrenera1 asse,mb1Y sball go itirz) effeet until ninety days after
it shall liave 1?eei-i filed wi€h the governor in. €1ie office of the secretary of state,
except as herein provided.

A..rtsele Il, ,5etitioii Id reads in pert%nent pai-€ as follows:

I_aw; providli.^^^,> tor tax 3evies. appropriations fOr tl3c° Clrr-:-r;.n€ e-X'peTISes f3€ sta(e
government aid state 1f3stItutlon5, and emergency laws IleCe^s-̂ry for the

preservation of the public peace, health or safety, shall ^o iii€o itnm.edia€1 eliect.
Such emer€°eiic.y laws upon a yea or nay vote mutst reb:eive the vote of two-thirds
of all the n-xernbers elected €c) each branch of the 9 ciiefai as^embl?, and the
reasons for the necessity shall be set 1`orth in on section s:l` i}ic law, which sliail
be passed only upon a yea or nay vote, tjpctii a. separate roll call thereon.

The Ohio Suprs;r7e Court lr.z^s stated on numE,-rous occasions (1iat the right of refe:rendusrl

iy "of p<^•annount :rnpori.ance" tto the citizens of Ohid). 5tal€, e:^ ^eL LetOhio 1;-oteoarg,, v.

Brr€Tatter (22009), 123 Ohio i€. 3d 322, at ^(18, citing State, ea° rel. Ohio G€nei°al Asseflrbly, v.

Briifz.^^er (2007), 115 Ohii) St. 3d 10".

DefendantN do aiot deny the i^nportanee of the right of -relerendi^rn., -ancl they clearly

cannot ,dssert. (nor do they) thkd.t sLB. 153 pa;ised as an ei7;Fe3'g£',nc'^,1 ri]z',<?Suri;" as set forth in

Article 11, Section Id of €:}le Ohio Constitution. Defendants' arguments are that Iioi7e of the

11laintiE°E's, and iio oiae eithe.r eo^inected or not connected with this case has eveii begun the

so-parite reierendam process. Becaiise no steps have been aiteraptedl to placy. the r;.:ferendiarn on
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the ballot, Defendants argue (hat Plaintiffs laclt standing to "con-iplair, ab«ut thb> effective clate of

the budl<jet bill ansl whether zt infringes ori the ; i.glit to rd,ferE;.tic1:u rn.'"31

Defendian€:.s" a:.°` umerF-.s, a; made in 20111. are of questionable validity. Before spealciiig

to this 3.c,tiori, the Court will review the questionable., validitlv of t1.ose ar^uanents ^^Fl^^,ai n^ade. in

201. l. First, in order to comn-i,,nc°e a rele.ren<Ium action, cjiie n:Last follow (13e law which provic6:eN

th,, i-ricarib by which a rc,_fere.ndum rrsayoc.cur.

`17-he Oliin Constitution states, that "No law passed by the getie:ral assen.ibl,- shall _go into

e,ffLct until niiietdr ^.^.^^s after it shall have been filed bN-• the ,c^v^.^^ii^^:r i,^ the office of the secreta^-^^

of stateoo." Article II, Section leo Ohio Constitution. This niire€y, ci:€y periocl: is reqtFiiecl beca€ase

it is precisely that ti_n?€ period in which a re.ferc,.ndiurn petition is to be filed with the Sd;c,retary of

State. 1d. Siriee the Ohio Constitution requires. that the re£e.rendurn peti€.is?t) bc; filed be filed

within ninety days "after any l^.w shall have bceii filed by the, governor in the, office of the

sceretarNz of state", it appears tl-iat once the law goes ftato efie+::t, the iaght of referendum has

^^
a;i2dl.t,d.

In this instance, 1-1.13. 151, by i#s t,wrl terms, wetit iiito effect irramedia^,elv, Whether IZ.C.

9.06 afid R.C. 153.1, €) cati be considered to be e.xe,nipt fr;?<n thc, re:fe-renda.in requiren-icFit depends

on whetlie.r they meet the stated exceptions to that requirement. Those exceptions are contaiiiecl

in Article I::l:, Section l.cl ox thr; Ohio Consti4LFti:f3rl.

I:t is abundantl^^ e.le^a^r that the exceptions relating tds "`ta^. levies" atidi ' `en^e^-^;e^^c.^° laws for

the. preservation of the pul3lic peace, Fe,alth or safety" do fiot apply here. I'here#ore" t1-ie, key

citiestion is whether t:h<, rcrnaiaiiiig exception, "appropriations for the cuITC11t f>XpeIIses of the state

31 M em orandum gi 0 pposit,'on, at 9.

32 This is one quest-ion that Yhe Court has not had tim e to address. It appears that the 90 day

requiim ent regardirig both the filsng of a refaYendum pet-ition and the eftectfve date of a non-

em ergency ]aw is not coa-icidental, and the date the ]aw goes into effeet is the day the referendum

righ t ends . If eith er of the parties disagrees, the C ourtw ou ld appreciate further h foYm ation.
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ffove:mment an+l s€atc° inststutions,s" applies. Does the sale of prisoias constitute a;-1

jppropris:ttio.n'"" Based on bindi-:ig, prece(l;:ilt, this Court holds that it does not..

One of the key questions before the Supreni.e (7ourt in Shx.t£; ex reL Let0hia I%oteror^% P.

B'r'unner^ sup^a. was the interpretation of this third e,xception------ appropri.ations------ to the

refa::renrlum requireme,nt.

First, the Court set the ^1-^^unc1. rule-s reg^^.rding the intell)^.^.:t.a.ti{^r^^ of that, prE^t^isioi-t:

In construing these exceptions, "we must 'read words and phrases in context
according to the rules of grammar and common usage."' State ex rel. Colvin v.
Brunner, 120 Ohio St. 3d 110, 2008 Ohio 5041, P 43, 896 N.E.2d 979, quoting
State ex rel. Lee v. Karnes, 103 Ohio St. 3d 559, 2004 Ohio 5718, P 23, 817
N.E.2d 76. We liberally construe the powers of initiative and referendum to
effectuate the rights reserved. State ex rel. Evans v. Black-rvell, 111 Ohio St. 3d 1,
2006 Ohio 4334, P 32, 854 N.E.2d 1025. Further, "[i]n view of the great
precaution taken by the constitutional convention of 1912 to set forth and
safeguard, with the particularity of detail usually found only in legislative acts, the
right of referendum, and the three exceptions thereto, our court should not deny
the people that right, unless the act in question is plainly and persuasively
included within one of the three classes excepted from the operation of the
referenduin." (Emphasis added.) State ex rel. Keller v. Forney (1923), 108 Ohio
St. 463, 467-468, 1 Ohio Law Abs. 698, 141 N.E. 16. These exceptions to the
general rule of referendum must be strictly, but reasonably, consti-ued. Id. at
paragraphs one and two of the syllabus.

Id., at `;[24. The emphasis noted in the para.graph was placed there by the Supreme Court.

Tlae Supreme Court theri defined what an "appropriation" i.s.

An appropriation is "an authorization granted by the general assembly to make
expenditures and to incur obligations for specific purposes." R.C. 131.01(F).
Similarly, in State ex rel. Akron Edn. Assn. v. Essex (1976), 47 Ohio St.2d 47, 49,
1 0.0.3d 28, 351 N.E.2d 118, we explained that the ordinary and common
meaning of the phrase "appropriation bill" is a "measure before a legislative body
which authol.-izes 'the expenditure of public moneys and stipulating the amount,
manner, and purpose of the various items of expenditure."' Id. at 49, quoting
Webster's New International Dictionary (2d Ed.). See also Black's Law Dictionary
(9th Ed.2009) 117-118 (defining "appropriation" to mean "[a] legislative body's
act of setting aside a sum of money for a public purpose").

I:d., at 128.

23



Franklin County Ohio Clerk of Gourts of the Common Pleas- 2012 Nov 20 10:38 AM-12CV008716
®A8Z5 - S82

The Supreme Court €,xpressi^^ r:,^€;^.teci the :;u^ic°ast that l.^^.ea€3sc^ fuaicis ^^re t e^ser^.te^^------

in that. €;ass, by sales .trom. vicle€3 lotterV terrn-inals (and i.r, this case by the sale of prison(s) ar-id

surrounding p7€?i7er( y)-th at t1hrs rnaf,;.e;; thetii. "appropriations." By the definitions given by ttie

Ohio ^upretne Court, it is clear that geiie,rated fuiids from t[-ie sale of prison facilities cannot be

L4^ }±^^5^-^r€^pri^.tas^ns.

It t:era eii,o be «r4=ued that the sole of prisons arid th:: revenue :;u.:}l a sale woii1(i. pro:-icle

are "inextricably linked" to apprc7ptiati.f3ns, and taheref€?re should be pec•iii:it€ed as ari ex€;eptiozi to

tl-ic referenciufn requirem,iat. However, this przcise argurnent was rai5ed------aiid rc,jec€c:d-----in

Le#Ohio Voteoorg. The S.3preme CcFurt heldo

There is jio aut}tonity i-ri our pre<,€:de:^^t that tivouici periiii_t. €:he referendurn
exc.ept9ota tc) apply to provisions tliat, once in,-p1cmente:d, raise revenue to provide
funds for aii appropriation in another part of the a€:t:, eveii if -- as t:lie interveni_ng,
respoil€l€:iits cliiiii -- they are "inextricably tie.d" or related to each other.

1d ., at 5.

I-,iratAy, it rnust be noted that: the statutes in ques€.ioi7 are perrnaa7.ent in nature, azid the

Sr-p-renxL. Court in LetOhaoVote.oj^g held t^a-at -af3dr sectioji of t17e law "whrtcb, elaangs the

pern=ient law of the state is subject to refereiac^^im under the powers reserve€i to the people blv

Section I of Article :l_l:_ even .f the law alstz c€,n€ainis zi section provzdir-i^= for an appropriation for

i:he c.UrMA €;xpetises o,' state g€3vernment." Id., at 945.

Based oii the foregoing, tlae c€^^tLs^--d seattates do not fit within any of the tl-iree

exceptions to the rel-erendurri requirement set forth in (he Ohio Ccxtisi:itution..

The +.:£3;:1cliigislris [3?ai 1:T12J:y be reached fF`t3tn the foregoing a3'C t}2a$., first, tf-he portion of

H.B. ?.?3 relating tc) R.C. 9.06 arid R.C. 75:q..tt) :}io€tt€i Faie been :;utjjei:t t€j the .referendum

rcquiren:eii.t, ^iid second, that because they (sand t(ic rest of H.B. 151) wei:t inte effect
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in;n^^diatelz, 1'laintiffs had no recourse to the right of ra^fe.rendu^n.3s :5in^;e I^lairctiiis (and ^;n^^

other Ohio citizera) shoulii have had tltat rig1it, aritl t3ecnube they could not have plrrsue(I it even if

they 'wished based upon ttie 7ria.nner in 'which this legisia.tiori was passed, this, Court c.annot say

that tliey lack standing to niake the Lu-gunae,iits concerning. the re.ft;rendn.tn is5ue,. At the time, of

the filin=. of the 2.011 case, the lack of recourse was most trouhling to tilis Court.

Of course, intE,rvening eL°ents havE, taken place bince ihzs Court first reviewed this issue

last year. Specifica-1ly, Plaintili:s-or at least the ones involved in the earlier case.--dismisae.d

that case pursuant ti ) Civ.R. 41(A), and it is adinitted on both sides in oral argument on this

Motion to Distniss tha#, there was no effort to seek, obtain. or fiie relerendu.rri pe(itions from or

with the Secretary of State. Defendants' argurr€ent tbat the Plaintiffs have tlofie nothing to

cxeMse tlieir right of re,:ereiiduni at anv tirne doea, after ttle passage of so .iiluc.l€ tiriie, beconie

telling. At this point, tl-iat is to sayl, bv July of '?01/2, tiie, Court agrees that this if3activitv is fatal

to the sec:kincl, uf i1ic referendum remed,;-.

Based on the foregoing, the Motion to Dismiss is SUSTAINED, and this case is

dismissed. This is a final appealable order.

Copies to: all counsel.

33 As noted supra, this conc}usion assum es that a ref^rendum action can only be brought dur-:m.g the
tim e a billhas notbecom e"effective:'
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Franklin County Court of Common Pleas

Date: 11-20-2012

Case Title: OHIO CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION ET AL -
VS- OHIO STATE ET AL

Case Number: 12CV008716

Type: DECISION/ENTRY

It Is So Ordered.

..^ ^. , f

/s/ Judge Patrick E. Sheeran

Electronically signed on 2012-Nov-20 page 26 of 26
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Oh. Const. Art. II, § 15

Current through Legislation passed by the 130th General Assemblyand filed with the Secretary of State through File
140 Annotations current through May 19, 2014

Ohio Constitution > CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF OHIO > ARTICLE H. LEGISLATIVE

§ 15. How bills shall be passed

(A) The general assembly shall enact no law except by bill, and no bill shall be passed without the concurrence
of a majority of the members elected to each house. Bills may originate in either house, but may be altered,
amended, or rejected in the other.

(B) The style of the laws of this state shall be, "be it enacted by the general assembly of the state of Ohio."

(C) Every bill shall be considered by each house on three different days, unless two-thirds of the members elected
to the house in which it is pending suspend this requirement, and every individual consideration of a bill or
action suspending the requirement shall be recorded in the journai of the respective house. No bill may be passed
until the bill has been reproduced and distributed to members of the house in which it is pending and
every amendment been made available upon a member's request.

(D) No bill shall contain more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in its title. No law shall be
revived or amended unless the new act contains the entire act revived, or the section or sections amended,
and the section or sections amended shall be repealed.

(E) Every bill which has passed both houses of the general assembly shall be signed by the presiding officer of
each house to certify that the procedural requirements for passage have been met and shall be presented
forthwith to the governor for his approval.

(F) Every joint resolution whicb has been adopted in both houses of the general assembly shall be signed by

the presidirig officer of each house to certify that the procedural requirements for adoption have been met
and shall forthwith be filed with the secretary of state.

History

(Enacted May 8, 1973. Former § 15 repealed, see I-IJR No.5, 110th General Assembly.)
Annotations

Case Notes

AMENDMENT, EFFECT OF UNCHANGED PROVISIONS.
CERTIFICATION BY PRESIDING OFFICERS.
CODIFICATION, CONSTRUCTION OF.
CONSTRUCTION OF STATUTES.
DATE UPON WHICH STATUTE IS ENAC'TED.
EFFECT UPON NEW ENACTMENT.
EFFECTIVE DATE.
JOINT RESOLUTION.
JURISDICTION OF COURT OF APPEALS.
--INTERNAL RULE OF LEGISLATIVE BODY.
ONE-SUBJECT RULE.
PRESUMPTION LAW PASSED BY REQUISITE NUMBER OF VOTES.
RECORDATION IN LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL.
REPEAL BY IMPLICATION.
REPEAL OF STATUTE.
SCOPE OF "EXISTING SECTIONS" REPEAL.
SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING OFFICER.
VIOLATION OF CLEAR TITLE REQUIREMENT.

Case Notes

ANALYSIS

Kevin Kita EXF#IBli'
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ORC Ann. 9.06

Current through Legislation passed by the 130th General Assemblyand filed with the Secretary of State through File
140 Annotations current through May 19, 2014

Page's Ohio Revised Code Annotated > OHIO REVISED CODE GENERAL PROVISIONS > CHAPTER 9.
MISCELLANEOUS

§ 9.06. Contracts for private operation and management of correctional facilities

(A)

(1) The department of rehabilitation and correction may contract for the private operation and management
pursuant to this section of the initial intensive program prison established pursuant to section 5120.033
of the Revised Code, if one or more intensive program prisons are established under that section, and may
contract for the private operation and management of any other facility under this section. Counties
and municipal corporations to the extent authorized in sections 307.93, 341.35, 753.03, and 7.53.15 of
the Revised Code may contract for the private operation and management of a facility under this section.
A contract entered into under this section shall be for an initial term specified in the contract with an
option to renew for additional periods of two years.

(2) The department of rehabilitation and correction, by rule, shall adopt minimum criteria and specifications
that a person or entity, other than a person or entity that satisfies the criteria set forth in division
(A)(3)(a) of this section and subject to division (I) of this section, must satisfy in order to apply to
operate and manage as a contractor pursuant to this section the initial intensive program prison established
pursuant to section 5120.033 of the Revised Code, if one or more intensive program prisons are
established under that section.

(3) Subject to division (I) of this section, any person or entity that applies to operate and manage a facility
as a contractor pursuant to this section shall satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(a) The person or entity, at the time of the application, operates and manages one or more facilities
accredited by the American correctional association.

(b) The person or entity satisfies all of' the minimum criteria and specifications adopted by the

department of rehabilitation and correction pursuant to division (A)(2) of this section, provided that

this alternative shall be available only in relation to the initial intensive program prison established
pursuant to section 5120.033 of the Revised Code, if one or more intensive program prisons are
established under that section.

(4) Subject to division (I) of this section, before a public entity may enter into a contract under this

section, the contractor shall convincingly demonstrate to the public entity that it can operate the facility

with the inmate capacity required by the public entity and provide the services required in this section

and realize at least a five per cent savings over the projected cost to the public entity of providing these

same services to operate the facility that is the subject of the contract. No out-of-state prisoners may

be housed in any facility that is the subject of a contract entered into under this section.

(B) Subject to division (1) of this section, any contract entered into under this section shall include all of the
following:

(1) A requirement that, if the contractor applied pursuant to division (A)(3)(b) of this section, the contractor
continue complying with the applicable criteria and specifications adopted by the department of
rehabilitation and correction pursuant to divisioll (A)(2) of this section;

(2) A requirement that all of the following conditions be met:

(a) The contractor begins the process of accrediting the facility with the American correctional
association no later than sixty days after the facility receives its first inmate.

(b) The contractor receives accreditation of the facility within twelve months after the date the
contractor applies to the American correctional association for accreditation.

(c) Once the accreditation is received, the contractor maintains it for the duration of the contract term.

(d) If the contractor does not comply with divisions (13)(2)(a) to (c) of this section, the contractor is
in violation of the contract, and the public entity may revoke the contract at its discretion.

Kevin Kita EXHiBr7
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(3) A requirement that the contractor comply with all rules promulgated by the department of rehabilitation
and correction that apply to the operation and management of correctional facilities, including the
minimum standards for jails in Ohio and policies regarding the use of force and the use of deadly force,
although the public entity may require more stringent standards, and comply with any applicable laws,
rules, or regulations of the federal, state, and local governments, including, but not limited to, sanitation,
food service, safety, and health regulations. The contractor shall be required to send copies of reports

of inspections completed by the appropriate authorities regarding compliance with rules and regulations

to the director of rehabilitation and correction or the director's designee and, if contracting with a
local public entity, to the governing authority of that entity.

(4) A requirement that the contractor report for investigation all crimes in connection with the facility to

the public entity, to all local law enforcement agencies with jurisdiction over the place at which the

facility is located, and, for a crime committed at a state correctional institution, to the state highway patrol;

(5) A requirement that the contractor immediately report all escapes from the facility, and the apprehension

of all escapees, by telephone and in writing to all local law enforcement agencies with jurisdiction over
the place at which the facility is located, to the prosecuting attorney of the county in which the

facility is located, to the state highway patrol, to a daily newspaper having general circulation in the

county in which the facility is located, and, if the facility is a state correctional institution, to the department

of rehabilitation and correction. The written notice may be by either facsimile transmission or mail. A
failure to comply with this requirement regarding an escape is a violation of section 2921 e22 of the Revised
Code.

(6) A requirement that, if the facility is a state correctional institution, the contractor provide a written

report within specified time limits to the director of rehabilitation and correction or the director's

designee of all unusual incidents at the facility as defined in rules promulgated by the department of

rehabilitation and correction or, if the facility is a local correctional institution, that the contractor provide
a written report of all unusual incidents at the facility to the governing authority of the local public
entity;

(7) A requirement that the contractor maintain proper control of inmates' personal funds pursuant to rules
promulgated by the department of rehabilitation and correction for state correctional institutions or
pursuant to the minimum standards for jails along with any additional standards established by the local
public entity for local correctional institutions and that records pertaining to these funds be made
available to representatives of the public entity for review or audit;

(8) A requirement that the contractor prepare and distribute to the director of rehabilitation and correction

or, if contracting with a local public entity, to the governing authority of the local entity annual budget
incotne and expenditure statenients and funding source financial reports;

(9) A requirement that the public entity appoint and supervise a full-time contract monitor, that the

contractor provide suitable office space for the contract monitor at the facility, and that the contractor

allow the contract monitor unrestricted access to all parts of the facility and all records of the facility except
the contractor's financial records;

(10) A requirement that if the facility is a state correctional institution designated department of rehabilitation
and correction staff members be allowed access to the facility in accordance with rules promulgated by
the department;

(11) A requirement that the contractor provide internal and perimeter security as agreed upon in the
contract;

(12) If the facility is a state correctional institution, a requirement that the contractor impose discipliiie on

inmates housed in the facility only in accordance with rules promulgated by the department of rehabilitation
and correction;

(13) A requirement that the facility be staffed at all times with a staffing pattern approved by the public

entity and adequate both to ensure supervision of inmates and maintenance of security withiu the

facility and to provide for programs, transportation, security, and other operational needs. In determining

security needs, the contractor shall be required to consider, among other things, the proximity of the
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facility to neighborhoods and schools.
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(14) If the contract is with a local public entity, a requirement that the contractor provide services and
programs, consistent with the minimum standards for jails promulgated by the department of rehabilitation
and correction under section 5120.10 of the Revised Code;

(15) A clear statement that no immunity from liability granted to the state, and no immunity from liability
granted to political subdivisions under Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code, shall extend to the contractor
or any of the contractor's einployees;

(16) A statement that all documents and records relevant to the facility shall be maintained in the sanle
manner required for, and subject to the same laws, rules, and regulations as apply to, the records of
the public entity;

(17) Authorization for the public entity to impose a fine on the contractor from a schedule of fines included
in the contract for the contractor's failure to perform its contractual duties or to cancel the contract, as
the public entitv considers appropriate. If a fine is imposed, the public entity may reduce the payment owed
to the contractor pursuant to any invoice in the amount of the imposed fine.

(18) A statement that all services provided or goods produced at the facility shall be subject to the same
regulations, and the same distribution limitations, as apply to goods and services produced at other
correctional institutions;

(19) If the facility is a state correctional institution, authorization for the department to establish one or
more prison industries at the facility;

(20) A requirement that, if the facility is an intensive program prison established pursuant to section
5120.033 of the Revised Code, the facility shall comply with all criteria for intensive program prisons of
that type that are set forth in that section;

(21) If the facility is a state correctional institution, a requirement that the contractor provide clothing for
all inmates housed in the facility that is conspicuous in its color, style, or color and style, that conspicuously
identifies its wearer as an inmate, and that is readily distinguishable from clothing of a nature that
normally is worn outside the facility by non-inmates, that the contractor require all inmates housed in
the facility to wear the clothing so provided, and that the contractor not permit any inmate, while inside
or on the prernises of the facility or while being transported to or from the facility, to wear any
clothing of a nature that does not conspicuously identify its wearer as an inmate and that normally is
worn outside the facility by non-inmates.

(C) No contract entered into under this section may require, authorize, or imply a delegation of the authority or
responsibility of the public entity to a contractor for any of the following:

(1) Developing or implementing procedures for calculating inmate release and parole eligibility dates and
recommending the granting or denying of parole, although the contractor may submit written reports
that have been prepared in the ordinary course of business;

(2) Developing or implementing procedures for calculating and awarding earned credits, approving the type

of work inmates may pe.rform and the wage or earned credits, if any, that may be awarded to inmates
engaging in that work, and granting, denying, or revoking earned credits;

(3) For inmates serving a term imposed for a felony offense committed prior to July 1, 1996, or for a

misdemeanor offense, developing or implementing procedures for calculating and awarding good time,

approving the good time, if anv, that may be awarded to inmates engaging in work, and granting,
denying, or revoking good time;

(4) Classifying an inmate or placing an inmate in a more or a less restrictive custody than the custody
ordered by the public entity;

(5) Approving inmates for work release;

(6) Contracting for local or long distance telephone services for inmates or receiving commissions from

those services at a facility that is owned by or operated under a contract with the department.

(D) A contractor that has been approved to operate a facility under this section, and a person or entity that

Kevin Kita



Page 4 of 7
ORC Ann. 9.06

enters into a contract for specialized services, as described in division (I) of this section, relative to an
intensive program prison established pursuant to section 5120.033 of the Revised Code to be operated by a
contractor that has been approved to operate the prison under this section, shall provide an adequate policy of

insurance specifically including, but not limited to, insurance for civil rights claims as determined by a risk

management or actuarial firm with demonstrated experience in public liability for state governments. The

insurance policy shall provide that the state, including all state agencies, and all political subdivisions of

the state with jurisdiction over the facility or in which a facility is located are named as insured, and that the

state and its political subdivisions shall be sent any notice of cancellation. The contractor may not self-insure.

A contractor that has been approved to operate a facility under this section, and a person or entity that enters into

a contract for specialized services, as described in division (I) of this section, relative to an intensive program
prison established pursuant to section 5120.033 of the Revised Code to be operated by a contractor that has been
approved to operate the prison under this section, shall indemnify and hold harmless the state, its officers,

agents, and employees, and any local government entity in the state having jurisdiction over the facility or ownership

of the facility, shall reimburse the state for its costs in defending the state or any of its officers, agents, or

employees, anci shall reimburse any local government entity of that nature for its costs in defending the local
government entity, from all of the following:

(1) Any claims or losses for services rendered by the contractor, person, or entity performing or supplying
services in connection with the performance of the contract;

(2) Any failure of the contractor, person, or entity or its officers or employees to adhere to the laws, rules,
regulations, or terms agreed to in the contract;

(3) Any constitutional, federal, state, or civil rights claim brought against the state related to the facility
operated and managed by the contractor;

(4) Any claims, losses, demands, or causes of action arising out of the contractor's, person's, or entity's
activities in this state;

(5) Any attorney's fees or court costs arising from any habeas corpus actions or other inmate suits that

may arise from any event that occurred at the facility or was a result of such an event, or arise over

the conditions, management, or operation of the facility, which fees and costs shall include, but not be

limited to, attorney's fees for the state's representation and for any court-appointed representation of any

inmate, and the costs of any special judge who may be appointed to hear those actions or suits.

(E) Private correctional officers of a contractor operating and managing a facility pursuant to a contract entered

into under this section mav carry and use firearms in the course of their employment only after being

certified as satisfactorily completing an approved training program as described in division (A) of section
109.78 of the Revised Code.

(F) Upon notification by the contractor of an escape from, or of a disturbance at, the facility that is the subject

of a contract entered into under this section, the department of rehabilitation and correction and state and

local law enforcement agencies shall use all reasonable means to recapture escapees or quell any disturbance.

Any cost incurred by the state or its political subdivisions relating to the apprehension of an escapee or the

quelling of a disturbance at the facility shall be chargeable to and borne by the contractor. The contractor shall

also reimburse the state or its political subdivisions for all reasonable costs incurred relating to the temporary
detention of the escapee following recapture.

(G) Any offense that would be a crime if committed at a state correctional institution or jail, workhouse,

prison, or other correctional facility shall be a crime if committed by or with regard to inmates at facilities
operated pursuant to a contract entered into under this section.

(H) A contractor operating and managing a facility pursuant to a contract entered into under this section stiall

pay any inmate workers at the facility at the rate approved by the public entity. Inmates working at the
facility shall not be considered employees of the contractor.

(I) In contracting for the private operation and management pursuant to division (A) of this section of any
intensive program prison established pursuant to s•ection 5120.033 of the Revised Code, the department of
rehabilitation and correction may enter into a contract with a contractor for the general operation and
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management of the prison and may enter into one or more separate contracts with other persons or entities
for the provision of specialized services for persons confined in the prison, including, but not limited to, security
or training services or medical, counseling, educational, or siniilar treatment programs. If, pursuant to this
division, the department enters into a contract with a contractor for the general operation and management of
the prison and also enters into one or more specialized service contracts with other persons or entities, all
of the following apply:

(1) The contract for the general operation and management shall comply with all requirements and criteria
set forth in this section, and all provisions of this section apply in relation to the prison operated and
managed pursuant to the contract.

(2) Divisions (A)(2), (B), and (C) of this section do not apply in relation to any specialized services
contract, except to the extent that the provisions of those divisions clearly are relevant to the specialized
services to be provided under the specialized services contract. Division (D) of this section applies in
relation to each specialized services contract.

(J) If, on or after the effective date of this amendment, a contractor enters into a contract with the department
of rehabilitation and correction under this section for the operation and management of any facility described
in Section 753.10 of the act in which this amendment was adopted, if the contract provides for the sale of
the facility to the contractor, if the facility is sold to the contractor subsequent to the execution of the contract,
and if the contractor is privately operating and managing the facility, notwithstanding the corrtractor's
private operation and managenient of the facility, all of the following apply:

(1) Except as expressly provided to the contrary in this section, the facility being privately operated and

managed by the contractor shall be considered for purposes of the Revised Code as being under the

control of, or under the jurisdiction of, the departinent of rehabilitation and correction.

(2) Any reference in this section to "state correctional institution," any reference in Chapter 2967. of the

Revised Code to "state correctional institution," other than the definition of that term set forth in
section 2967.01 of the Revised Code, or to "prison," and any reference in Chapter 2929., 5120,, 5145.,
5147., or 5149. or any other provision of the Revised Code to "state correctional institution" or "prison"
shall be considered to include a reference to the facility being privately operated and managed by the

contractor, unless the context makes the inclusion of that facility clearly inapplicable.

(3) Upon the sale and conveyance of the facility, the facility shall be returned to the tax list and duplicate

maintained by the county auditor, and the facility shall be subject to all real property taxes and

assessments. No exemption from real property taxation pursuant to Chapter 5709. of the Revised Code

shall apply to the facility conveyed. The gross receipts and income of the contractor to whom the facility

is conveyed that are derived from operating and managing the facility under this section shall be

subject to gross receipts and income taxes levied by the state and its subdivisions, including the taxes

levied pursuant to Chapters 718., 5747., 5748., and 5751. of the Revised Code. Unless exempted under

another section of the Revised Code, transactions involving a contractor as a consumer or purchaser

are subject to any tax levied under Chapters 5739. and 5741. of the Revised Code.

(4) After the sale and conveyance of the facility, all of the following apply:

(a) Before the contractor may resell or otherwise transfer the facility and the real property on which it

is situated, any surrounding land that also was transferred under the contract, or both the facility

and real property on which it is situated plus the surrounding land that was transferred under the

contract, the contractor first must offer the state the opportunity to repurchase the facility, real

property, and surrounding land that is to be resold or transferred and must sell the facility, real

property, and surrounding land to the state if the state so desires, pursuant to and in accordance with
the repurchase clause included in the contract.

(b) Upon the default by the contractor of any financial agreement for the purchase of the facility and

the real property on which it is situated, any surrounding land that also was transferred under the

contract, or both the facility and real property on which it is situated plus the surrounding land that

was transferred under the contract, upon the default by the contractor of any other term in the

contract, or upon the financial insolvency of the contractor or inability of the contractor to meet its

contractual obligations, the state may repurchase the facility, real property, and surrounding land,
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if the state so desires, pursuant to and in accordance with the repurchase clause included in the
contract.

(c) If the contract entered into under this section for the operation and management of a state
correctional institution is terminated, both of the following apply:

(i) The operation and management responsibilities of the state correctional institution shall be
transferred to another contractor under the same terms and conditions as applied to the
original contractor or to the department of rehabilitation and correction.

(ii) The department of rehabilitation and correction or the new contractor, whichever is applicable,
may enter into an agreement with the terminated contractor to purchase the terminated
contractor's equipment, supplies, furnishings, and consumables.

(K) Any action asserting that section 9.06 of the Revised Code or section 753.10 of the act in which this
amendment was adopted violates any provision of the Ohio constitution and any claim asserting that any action

taken by the governor or the department of administrative services or the department of rehabilitation and
correction pursuant to section 9.06 of the Revised Code or section 753.10 of the act in which this amendment
was adopted violates any provision of the Ohio constitution or any provision of the Revised Code shall be

brought in the court of common pleas of Franklin county. The court shall give any action filed pursuant to this

division priority over all other civil cases pending on its docket and expeditiously make a determination on

the claim. If an appeal is taken from any final order issued in a case brought pursuant to this division, the court

of appeals shall give the case priority over all other civil cases pending on its docket and expeditiously
make a determination on the appeal.

(L) As used in this section:

(1) "Public entity" means the department of rehabilitation and correction, or a county or municipal
corporation or a combination of counties and municipal corporations, that has jurisdiction over a facility
that is the subject of a contract entered into under this section.

(2) "Local public entity" means a county or municipal corporation, or a combination of counties and
municipal corporations, that has jurisdiction over a jail, workhouse, or other correctional facility used only
for misdemeanants that is the subject of a contract entered into under this section.

(3) "Governing authority of a local public entity" means, for a county, the board of county commissioners;
for a municipal corporation, the legislative authority; for a combination of counties and municipal
corporations, all the boards of county commissioners and municipal legislative authorities that joined to
create the facility.

(4) "Contractor" means a person or entity that enters into a contract under this section to operate and
manage a jail, workhouse, or other correctional facility.

(5) "Facility" means any of the following:

(a) The specific county, multicounty, municipal, municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal jail,
workhouse, prison, or other type of correctional institution or facility used only for misdemeanants
that is the subject of a contract entered into under this section;

(b) Any state correctional institution that is the subject of a contract entered into under this section,
including any facility described in Section 753.10 of the act in which this amendment was adopted
at any time prior to or after any sale to a contractor of the state's right, title, and interest in the
facility, the land situated thereon, and specified surrounding land.

(6) "Person or entity" in the case of a contract for the private operation and management of a state
correctional institution, includes an employee organization, as defined in section 4117.01 of the Revised
Code, that represents employees at state correctional institutions.

History

146 v H 117 (Eff 9-29-95); 147 v H 215 (Eff 9-29-97); 147 v H 293 (Eff 3-17-98); 148 v H 283 (Eff 6-30-99); 149
v H 94. Eff 9-5-2001; 152 v H 130. ; 1, eff. 4-7-09; 153 v H 1, § 101.01, eff. 10-16-09; 153 v H 1, § 101.01, eff.
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10-16-09; 2011 HB 153, q 101.01, eff. June 30, 2011.
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