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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

State ex rel., THE HONORABLE
ANGELA R. STOKES,

V.

Relator,

: CASE NO: 14-0467

STIPULATION OF THE PARTIES

THE HONORABLE RONALD B. ADRINE,
et al.

Respondents.

The parties hereby stipulate to the following facts, pursuant S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.06

and this Honorable Court's Entry of September 3, 2014:

1. Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge of the Cleveland

Municipal Court, issued Administrative Order No. 2014-003 on March 14, 2014 (Exhibit

A) and later, on March 21, 2014, issued A Nunc Pro Tunc entry on March 21, 2014

(Exhibit B).

2. Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge of the Cleveland

Municipal Court, issued Administrative Order No. 2014-004 on March 14, 2014 (Exhibit

C) and later, on March 21, 2014, issued A Nunc Pro Tunc entry on March 21, 2014

(Exhibit D).

3. Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge of the Cleveland

Municipal Court, issued Administrative Order No. 2014-005 on March 14, 2014 (Exhibit

E) and later, on March 21, 2014, issued A Nunc Pro Tunc entry on March 21, 2014

(Exhibit F).
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4. Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge of the Cleveland

Municipal Court, issued Administrative Order No. 2014-006 on March 14, 2014 (Exhibit

G).

5. Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge of the Cleveland

Municipal Court, issued Administrative Order No. 2014-007 on March 14, 2014 (Exhibit

H).

6. Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge of the Cleveland

Municipal Court, issued Administrative Order No. 2014-008 on March 14, 2014 (Exhibit

1).

7. On March 14, 2014, Ronald B. Adrine, Administrative and Presiding Judge

of the Cleveland Municipal Court, issued Inter-office Correspondence to Judge Angela

R. Stokes re: Temporary Transfer of Responsibility for all criminal misdemeanor, minor

misdemeanor, and traffic matters appearing on the personal docket of the Honorable

Angela R. Stokes. (Exhibit J).
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s, p4ectfully submitted,

^, ,{ R 3dy / _. ^^'^ -f̂^..^^ y1

Richard C. Alkire (#0024816)
Dean fVieding (#0003532)

RICHARD C. ALKIRE CO., L.P.A.
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Attorneys for Relator,
The Honorable Angela R. Stokes
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Alrrir^ E. Mathews, Jr. (003066b)
Gerhardt A. Gosnell II (0064919)

James E. Arnold & Associates, LPA
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Columbus, OH 43215
614-460-1600
Fax: 614-469-1134
amathews(aD-a rn law. com
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Attorneys for Respondent,
The Honorable Ronald E. Adrine
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IN l. fIE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL C®I
^ ^ D

t^- p t^:
STATE OF OHIO ) ADN^IIv^IS T^^ ^^^ R"
CUYAHOGA OOUNTY ) NUf.2014.003 , "- C4U'T

} C^r^:Ft^ CJJIiT

IN RE: 'I'emporary Transfer and Reassignment of all Pending Criminal
Misdemeanor, Criminal Minor Misdemeanor and Traffic Matters Cktrrentty
Assigned to the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibiiity for all criminal misde.meanor; criminal minor niisdemeanor and traffic matters currently

assigned to the personal docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes is hereby transferred to the

Administrative Judge of the Cleveland Mttnicipal Court, for review and/or pending temporary

reassignment. Any such transfers and teniporary reassignments will be in effect only during the

pendency of the certified complaint fled against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Court's Board of

Commissioners on Grievances and Diseipline on October 14, 2013, unless the transferred case is

othea-wise resolved iri the interim_ The transfers are made pursuant to authority granted under Sup. R.

4(B) and Sup. R. 4(B)(I), and in orderto maintain and enhance public confidence in the legal system
(Paragraph 1, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct).

The transfers are justified for the following reasons:

• A. certified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court's Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and:Discipline was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Court.

• All of those allegations concerned her mishandling of criminal matters and mistreatment of
participants in crinainal hearings, including defendants, witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general
ptCbltc.

• Since the original complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and continuing through
and after the complaint's certification by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems involving the Judge's handling of her
personal criminal docket.

• The court continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week,

Pending resolution of the certified complaint, no additional criminal misdemeanor; minormisderneanor or
txaffic inatters are to be assigned to Judge Stokes.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Date: ^^ ^d ^ ^^ll+ t

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

JOu^^^^Lq' 1.6 P;^^^ 429

EXHIBIT A





IN THE CLEVELAND MUN:ICIPAL COURT

ST'ATE OF OHIO ^O 13 J0 URprORDER

CUYAHOGA COUNTY MA 2 1 ?014 NO. 2014-003

EARLE S.1"URht>=R, CLEI?t ',

IN RE: Temporary Transfer and Reassignment of all Pending Criminal
Misdemeanor, Criminal Minor"Misdemeanor and Traffic Matters Currently
Assigned to the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibility for all criminal rnisdemeanor, criminal minor misdemeanor and traffic matters currently

assigned to the personal docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes is hereby transferred to the

Administrative Judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court, for review and/or pending temporary

reassignment. Any such transfers and temporary reassignments will be in effect only during the

pendency of the certified complaint filed against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Court's Board of

Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline on October 14, 2013, unless the transferred case is

otherwise resolved in the interim. The transfers are made pursuant to authority granted under Sup. R.

4.01 (A), Sup. R. 4.01,1C1, and in order to maintain and enhznce public confidence ::, the iegai systern
(Paragraph 1, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct).

The transfers are justified for the following reasons:

• A eertified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court's Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Court.

• All of those allegations coneerned her mishandling of criminal matters and mistreatment of
participants in criminal hearings, including defendants, witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general
public.

• Since the originai complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and continuing through
and after the complaint's certification by the Board, nearly ] 00 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems involving the Judge's handling of her
personal criminal docket.

• The court continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.

Pending resolution of the certified complaint, no additional criminal misdemeanor, minor misdemeanor or
traffic matters are to be assigned to Judge Stokes.

IT IS SO ORDERED, nunc pro tunc, for this court's earlier order regarding the same subject
matter journalized on March 14, 2014.

Date: 3 GC t; z t l J..n-..^

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Jttdge

JOURNAL416 PAGE 4
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IN T-IE CLEVELAND MtJNICIPAL COURT

i: # L t i-j

)
STATE OF OHIO ) A.DMINISTRATIVA8^^k9 P 4: 10
CuYAt-zOGACUtINrrY NO. 20I4-004 COURT

i!.; t^t (,e,iRT4

IN RE: Temporary Transfer and Status Review of all Probation Mattez°s. on the

Personal Docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibility for the supervision of aIl.criminal defendants currently maintained on probation on the

personal docket of the i-.Ionorable Angela R. Stokes is hereby transferred to the Admiixistrative Judge of

the Cleveland Municipal Court, for status review and/or possible temporary reassignment. Said transfer

aPid temporary reassignments will only be in effect during the pendency of the certified complaint filed

against Judge Stokes with the Suprezne Courf°s Board of Commissioners on Crrievances and Discipline on

October 14, 2013, unless a case is otherwise resolved in the interim. The transfer is made pursuant to

authority granted aJnder Sup. R. 4(B) and Sup. R. 4(II)(I), and in order to maintain and enhance public

confidence in the legal system (Paragraph 1, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct).

The transfer is justified for the folIowiizg reasons:

• A certified complaint per,ding against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court's Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of.Iudicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Court.

• All of those allegations concerned her mishandling ofcriminai matters and mistreatment of
participants in criminal hearings, including defendants, witnesses, police ofticers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel; public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general
public.

® Since the original complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and continuing through
and after the complaint's certification by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been rECeived by this office alleging similar problems involving the Judge's handling of her
personal criminal docket.

• The court continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.

Pendin; resolution of the certified complaint, no probation matters shall be assigried to Judge Stokes for
supervision.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

L7ate: 3/^^

1
^

^ ^ `•^^--^a1,^"t.1;^: '^ i !^,^.ti`'y^

Ronald B. Adri-ne
Administrative & Presiding Judge

JtIURNAL416 PAG^ ^ 3 V-01
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IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

)
STATE OF OHIO '1UOOOMrJ R^NTRYfi1AL.[^W#ftSTRATIVE ORDER

CUYA.liOGA COUNTY 1, NO. 2014-004
MA .^.^ ^ 1 nj,^

F-ARE.E B. TPRl`!f_:R, CLEI't•

IN RE: Temporary Transfer and Status Review of all Probation Matters on the

Persona,l Docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibility for the supervision of all criminal defendants currently maintained on probation on the

personal docket of the Honorable Angela R. Stokes is hereby transferred to the Administrative Judge of

the Cleveland Municipal Court, for status review and/or possible temporary reassignment. Said transfer

and temporary reassignments will only be in effect during the pendency of the certified complaint filed

against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Court's Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline on

October 14, 2013, unless a case is otherwise resolved in the interim. The transfer is made pursuant to

authority granted under Sup. R. 4.01(A), Sup. R. 4.01(C), and in order to maintain and enhance public

confidence in the legal system (Paragraph 1, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct).

The transfer is justified for the following reasons:

• A certified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court's Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Court,

• All of those allegations concerned her mishandling of crintinal matters and mistreatment of
participants in criminal hearings, including defendants, witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general
public.

• Since the original complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and continuing through
and after the complaint's certification by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems involving the Judge's handling of her
personal criminal docket.

• The court continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.

Pending resolution of the certified complaint, no probation matters shall be assigned to Judge Stokes for
supervision.

IT IS SO ORDERED, nunc pro tunc, for this court's earlier order regarding the same subject
matter journalized on March 14, 2014.

Date:µ a^

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

JOllRNAL^ ^ 6 PAGE 4112
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IN THE CLEVELAND MMCIPAL COURT

; ILED
}

STATE OF OHIO ^ ADMTMSTRATIVE 0plg^q I #i P t€: 10
CUYA.H4GA COUitT`I'y ) NO. 2014-005

CO)URT

4

INRE: Temporary Transfer of Responsibility for Status Review of individuats
Sentenced to Incarceration by the Honorable Angela R Stokes

Responsibility for status review of all crirninai defendants sentenced to a period of incarceration by the

Honorable Angela R. Stokes is hereby teinporarilytransferred to the Administrative Judge of the

Cleveland Municipal C®urt. Said transfer will be in effect only during the pendency of the certified

complaint filed against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Court's Board of Commissioners on Grievances

and Discipline on October 14, 2Q13, unless the case is otherwise resolved in the interim. The transfer is

inade pursuant to authority granted under Sup. R. 4(B) and Sup. R. 4(B)(1); and in order to maintain and

enhance public confidence in the legal system (Paragraph 1, Preanible, Code ofJudicial Conduct).

The transfer is justified for the following reasons:

• A certified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court's board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline was gleaned from approx`t.mately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to the Cleveland Municipal Court.
All of those allegations concerned her mishandling of criminal fnatters and mistreatinent of
participants in criminal hearings, including defendants,. witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general
public.

+ Siiice the original coinplaint was presented to the Discipliriary Counsel, and continning through
and after the cornplaint's certificatioin by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems involving the Judge's handling of her
personal criminal docket.

• The court continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.

Pending resolution of the certified coznplaint, no incarceration status reviews shall be conducted by
Judge Stokes.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Date: 1

EXHIBIT E

^ ^.

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge
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IN THE CLEVELAND IvIL.rNIC7PAL COURT

STATE OF OHIO MINISTRATIVE ORDER

CUYAHOGA COLTNT^°ME^^ ^^^RY)R^^^'^NO. 2014-0051^0 JQU^r+a^^.lP-rlor^

MAR 2I A14

EARLE R. TURN^R, CLEI?k'

IN RE: Temporary Transfer of Responsibility for Status Review of Individuals

Sentenced to Incarceration by the Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Responsibility for status review of all criminal defendants sentenced to a pei-iod of incarceration by the

Honorable Angela R. Stokes is hereby temporarily transferred to the Adrninistrative Judge of the

Cleveland Municipal Court. Said transfer will be in effect only during the pendency of the certified

complaint filed against Judge Stokes with the Supreme Court's Board of Commissioners on Grievances

and Discipline on October 14, 2013, unless the case is otherwise resolved in the interim. The transfer is

made pursuant to authority granted under Sup. R. 4.01(A), Sup. R. 4.01(C), and in order to maintain and

enhance public confidence in the legal system (Paragraph l, Preamble, Code of Judicial Conduct).

T i1e trarl5fcr is jwti aied fitr ii3c iiiilow5ng reasons:

• A certified complaint pending against Judge Stokes before the Ohio Supreme Court's Board of
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline was gleaned from approximately 337 alleged
violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct presented to ttie Cleveland Municipal Court.

• All of those allegations concerned her mishandling of criminal matters and mistreatment of
participants in criminal hearings, including defendants, witnesses, police officers, prosecutors,
private defense counsel, public defenders, court personnel and other members of the general
public.

• Since the original complaint was presented to the Disciplinary Counsel, and continuing through
and after the complaint's certification by the Board, nearly 100 additional written incident reports
have been received by this office alleging similar problems involving the Judge's handling of her
personal criminal docket.

• The court continues to average one to two new ethics complaints against Judge Stokes per week.

Pending resolution of the certified complaint, no incarceration status reviews shall be conducted by
Judge Stokes.

IT IS SO ORDERED, nunc pro tunc, for this court's earlier order regarding the same subject

matter journalized on March 14, 2014.

Date: .-̂ > l̂ . .̂ f f {
( ' ^ f

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

JOURNAL^ ^ 6 RAGE 4 8q
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IN THM CLEVELA-NTD NIUNICIPAL COURT

STATE OF OHIO ) ADMINISTR-ATIVVE 01^^^^ ^ ^ P ^1 : 10
CUYAHOCA. CC?L3NT5' } NO. 2014-006 ..: , E_ c41^^,T

{ 4f{ f'LP,

COURT

IN I2E! TEiYEPOItARY INCREASE IN CIVIZ, CASE ASSIGN1ViE NTS TO THE

P ERSONAL DOCKr'I' OF THE I34NORADLE ANGELA. R. STOKES

Due to the temporary transfer of ail criminal matters assigned to the personal docket of

the Honorable Angela R. Stokes, CentYat Scheduling is hereby ordered to adjust the
random draw of case assigrzznents as follows:

I. Pursuant ta.Admiziistrative Order 2014-003, and wltil further admiriistrative

order, Jucige Stokes is ordered removed from the couz-t's random draw of criminal
misdemeanor, minor misdemeaxior and traffic cases.

2. Dtie to the temporary transfer of all criminal; quasi-crimirial and traffic matters
from Judge Stokes' personal docket, central scheduling is ordered to adjust the

civil random draw to increase the percentage of civil cases assigned to Judge Stokes,
tintil further administrative order,

In addition, Judge Stokes is continually assigned to l;'articular Session One as follows:

two weeks on, followed by one week off, beginning the week ofIviarch 24, 2014, while

the certified complaint filed with'the Board of Commissioners on Crievances and Discipline is
pending against her in the Ohio Supreme Court.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

I7ate:
a9 -xl - 11 L

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

JOURNAL416
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IN THE CLEVELAND Ml.rN1LI YAL COURT

}

STAT.E OF OBIO ) ADMSNISTRATIVE O R D E R -
C L I Y A H O U A COUNTY ) NO 2p 14 QG^

IN .RF:

NY, ^

^ 2

Cuyalzflga Countv Public Deferider's Motion to Transfer Casesy-rozEihe
Docket of Hon. Angela R. Stokes and to Stop the Further Assigz ment of
Criminal Cases to Her Docket . . .

This matter carne on for hearing on the court's f1.dmiriistrative Docket.

Upon full review and due consideration, the inotion is DENIED as MOOT.

IT IS SO OR.DER.ED.

Date:
^ Li 61i t (

i ,; o e ^. . t LP:

'^.^^ ^..1 1 `^3^,,,^-^L..

Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

JQURNA^^ ^ 6 PAGE ^^ 3-^'
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iN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAI. COURT

STATE OF OHIO ) ADMINISTRATIVE OI^pE^ ^^
CLIYA.i-IOGA C'OUI^TY ^ ^; O ^ p 14.^^-^: ; -:.

IN RE:

^

Physical Retrieval taf all Pending Criminal Misdemeanor, CriAnal Minor

Misdemeanor and Traffic Matters Currently Assigned to the Personal

.Docket of.the Honorable Angela R. Stokes for Review, Temporary Transfer
andlor Reassignment

Pursuant to the directives found in Administrative Orders 2014-003, 2014-004 and 2014-005,
the Clerk and Central Sclleduling Office are instructed to exercise all due diligence to physically

retrieve all criminal misdemeanor, criminal minor misdemeanor and traffic case files currently
assigned to the personal docket of, and in the custody of, the HonQZable Arigela R. Stokes.

If all due diligence fails to retrieve the fles, the Clerk is directed to construct a duplicate file for
the court's use.

IT IS SO ORDERED:^
Date. ;v^^

EXHIBIT I

,u-'^^
Ronald B. Adrine

Administrative & Presiding Judge
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CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT
J-uctacial Division

Iuter-Office Correspondence

TO:

FROM:

Hon. Angela R. Stokes

Hon. Ronald B. Adrine
Administrative & Presiding Judge

DATE: March 14, 2014

RE: Temporary Transfer of Responsibility for All Criminal Masdemeanor,lVlinor,
11!Jisdenteanar and Traffic Matters Appearing on the I'ersonai Docket of the
Honorable Angela R. Stokes

Judge:

Please be informed that, pursuant to authority granted to the Administrative Judge by R.4(H) and
R.4(B)(I)o:fthe f2ules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio, I have issuedthe attached

Administrative Orders temporarily transferring responsibility for oversiglit; review and

disposition of all cryininal, quasi-crizninal and traffic inatters appearing on your personal docket.
This includes matters previously resolved and placed on probation and those under sentence of
incarceration. The justification for this action is set forth in the attached Administrative Orders.

The transfer was efTective upon the}ournalization ofthe aforementioned Administrative Orders

and will continue only uniil such tinae as the certified complaint pending against you before the
Board of Commissioners on Gz-ievances and Discipline is resolved in the Supreme Court of
Ohio.

While the Administrative Orders are in effect, Central Scheduling is under instruction not to
assign anv new criminal misdemeanor, criminal minor misdemeanor or traffic cases to your
personal docket.

In addition, while the Administrative Orders are in place, all cases assigned to your personal

docket will be civil. Central Scheduling is under instruction to increase the percentage of civil

cases assigned to you in order to stabilize yortr caseload during this period and you are hereby

notified of an increase in your assignment to Particular Session One iizntil the certified complaint
pending against you before the Board of Cot-nnissi.oners on Grievances and Discipline is
resolved in the Supreme Col.art of Ohio.

Please be informed that your access to all of the noted files assigned to you before the issuance

of these orders is now embargoed while the transfer is affected. Recognizing that you may

require access to some criminal; quasi-criminal andlor traffic z-natters in order to assist in the
preparation ofyour response to the certified coinplaint, please be informed that access may be

EXHIBIT J



obtained through the office of the Administrative Judge while the Administrative Orders of
transfer are in effect.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

RBA:cmr

Attachments

cc: Associate Judges
Earle B. Turner, Clerk of Court
Department. Managers

Victor Perez, Chief t'rosecutor, City of C1evelaa7c!
Robert Tobik, Cuyahoga County Public Defender
David Carroll, Interim Commissioner; Dept, of Corrections, City of Cleveland



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a copy of the foregoing STIPULATION OF THE

PARTIES was filed with the Clerk of the Supreme Court via Federal Express and

ordinary mail and emailed to counsel for Respondent, Alvin E. Mathews, Jr. and

Gerhardt A. Gosnell II, James E. Arnold & Associates, LPA, 115 West Main St., Suite

400, Columbus, OH 43215, this 22nd day of September, 2014.

.^.^...^ ,F...A ,^

`^--Ri'c-'hard C. Alletre (#0024816)
Dean Nieding (#0003532)
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