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IN THE COURT OF APP .F.,.ALS
EICaHTH JLTDICIAI. DISTRICT OF OHTO

CUYAHOGA COUNTY

CA 101492

STATE OF OHIO

Plaantiff-Appellee

vs

HA.KEE-^vI SULTAANA

Defendant-Appellant

1V[OTION FOR EXTFNSION OF TI?Vtl;
TO FILE APPELLANT'S BRIEF AND
ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR.

COUNSEL FOR APPELLEE:

TIMOTHY J. MCGINTY
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor
Justice Center - 9th. Floor
1.200 Ontario St?-eet.
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
2 l 6-443-7$00

COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT:

ROBERT L. TOBIK
Ctgyailloga County Public Defender

I3Y^ ERIKA CUNLIFFE (#0074480)
CULLEN SWEENEY (#0077187)
Assistant Public Defenders
3 1{} Lakeside Avenae, Suite 200
Cleveland, Ohio 441.13
(21:6)443-7583
(216) 443-691.1 FAX
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BRIEF IN SU1'POR.T OF MO.T.IO..N

The brief in the above captioned case is due on October 29, 2014. This Court previously

granted the ttndersig-.ted counsels' recirtcst for a generous extensiotl of time based on the volume of

the case and the fact that undersigned are both catrying a heavy caseload. In gr:ailting that

extetision, this Co-tirt noted that it %votald not consider further extension. Nevertheless, cotirt.sel

require a short additional extension, to and ineludi.ng Noveanber 4, 2014, to get. Mr. Sultaaira's brief

orl file,

For one thing, 1\4,.r. Sultaana has been actively involved in h.is appeal - so involved that he

tvill likely seek leave to submit additional assigiunients of eiTor pro se. Such i:nvolvenlcnt has

requ.ired frequent conatinusiication between counsel and Sultaana regarding the issues to be raised on

appeal. During those commttnicatiogis, it has become clear that the jury verdict forms figure

prominently in Sultaana's uz:tderstanding of his direct appeal„ Accordingly, obtaiti.ing and

properly Ciling those fcsrtnns has hecome an issue that has occasioned some delay.

hr addition, both und.ersignecl counsel are carrying extremely l-teavy appellate dockets (the

Public Defender's Appellate Division has been agairi redr.tced to three lawyers, notwithstanding the

expansion of their docket), as well as their involvement in trial court matters. Further, both lawyers

liave been working intensively on trial. ai1d 5uprezne Cout-t matters. Mr. Sweeney has been

preparing for trial in Stat^.^ v. Tdrzg^^en, CR-12-563007, an aggravated tnurder prosecution in the

Cot:irt of Common Pleas set to commence ozi November 4th. Ms. Cursliffe has been brief,zng

nutnerous pretrial issues in State v. lVcadisQn, CR-13-579539, a calaital mttrdei: prosecution in the

CoLti-t of Cotninon I'leas, in. addition to new briefing ordered by the Olrio Supreme Court in Stctte v:

Anthot^Y Soi.verl, 2011-1t321.

Ultimately, Mr. Sultaana's case raises important cornplex issues that counsel need time to
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properly coalesce into a brief The additional 6 days requested will. enable them to accomplish this

task. Under the circumstances, counsel ask this Court to grant their request for an extension of time

to file M.r. Sultaana's brief to and inclzrdhng, Noveznber 4, 2014,

Respectfully subnli.tted,

ERII,-'-A CUNL,IFFE
Assistant Public Defender
Counsel for AppellanL

^'uacr(

CULLEN SWEENEY
Assistant Public Defender
Counsel for Appellant

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of the foregoing Motion and Brief for Extension of Time to File Appellant`s Brief

and Assignments of Error was served via electronic filing to Titnothy J. McGinty, Cuyahoga

County Prosecutor, The JListice Center - 9th Floor, 1200 Ontario Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 on

October 28, 2014.

/4/&ia l uffillffc

ER:€KA C1.7NC.lFF E
Assistant Public Defender
Counsel for Appellarlt

^^'^Callew Yuleel(c^
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