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STATE OF OHIO )

County of ﬁfi?ﬁ'}% JABRTEN )

TP Ca g e -y
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L, ?‘Hﬁ/?a M S TTAALK being first duly sworn according to the laws of

the State of Ohio, depose and assert the foliowing true statements.
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Further, Affiant sayeth naught.

Sworn to and subscribed in my presence, a notary public, on this ﬂ day

of M m/‘/[lll/\ , 20/ ?/

Ly, JENNIFER MAK! y ~ T
. Notary Public, State of Ghio (_RsgyFubiic [
= Racorded in Ashtabula County
o WMy Commission Expires

o April 25, 2017




CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER

Robert L. Tobik
Public Defender

LEGAL MAIL - PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

11/17/14

Hakeem Sultaana, A654265
P. O. Box 8000

501 Thompson Road
Conneaut, Ohio 44030

Dear Mr. Sultaana:

Based on the messages your mother has left me as well as several recent pleadings that you
filed in your pending appeal, it is clear to Mr. Sweeney and I that you have objections to our
work on your behalf. Before addressing those objections, I want to explain a couple of
things: We have filed a brief on your behalf. In it we argued the following four points:

HAKEEM SULTAANA WAS DEPRIVED OF HIS LIBERTY WITHOUT DUE
PROCESS OF LAW, WHERE HIS CONVICTION FOR ENGAGING IN A
PATTER OF CORRUPT ACTIVITY IS INSUFFICIENT AS A MATTER OF
LAW.

THE TRIAL COURT ERRED BY REFUSING TO GRANT MR. SULTAANA’S
RULE 29 MOTION FOR ACQUITTAL ON THE TAMPERING WITH
RECORDS CHARGES BECAUSE THOSE COUNTS WERE MORE
SPECIFICALLY AND PROPERLY CHARGED UNDER R.C. 4505.01,
PROVIDING FALSE STATEMENTS ON REQUESTS FOR DUPLICATE
TITLES. ‘

THE TRIAL COURT ERRED IN FAILING TO MERGE THE SECURING
WRITINGS BY DECEPTION AND THEFT BY DECEPTION AS ALLIED
OFFENSES OF SIMILAR IMPORT.

THE TRIAL COURT IMPOSED A SENTENCE CONTRARY TO LAW AND
VIOLATED HAKEEM SULTAANA’S FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT RIGHT
TO DUE PROCESS AND SIXTH AMENDMENT RIGHT TO TRIAL BY JURY
WHEN IT PUNISHED SULTAANA FOR EXERCISING HIS RIGHT TO TRIAL.

310 Lakeside Avenue Suite 200, Cleveland, OH 44113
(216) 443-7223 Felonye (216) 443-7583 Appealse(216) 443-2190 Municipal
Fax (216) 443-6911 Felonye Fax (216) 443-3632 Appeals o
Fax (216) 698-3233 Municipal Division




2 %" them or let the judge hang on to them. That practice has changed. The Clerk’s Office now

’;:~ i
%
" Both you and your mother have noted that you have additional issues that you wish to raise.
*%a In correspondence to me, you have claimed that there are some 49 issues you want to raise, I
§i"j t have not seen them. The four issues noted above are the ones Cullen and I decided were the

o [ _best for this case. We considered and rejected a host of other issues because ultimately, we
£ s & determined they are not legally and/or factually salient to your case. Nevertheless, I have
# 4 ¥ told you repeatedly that if you send me your pro se brief with the additional assignments of
% error, I will ask the Court of Appeals for leave to file them. I have done this for clients in the
» } past and the Court usually grants the motion and agrees to consider the additional issues. |

have not received your brief. When you send it, I will gladly seek the Court’s leave to file it.

oA
‘/‘f’:“m With regard the jury verdict forms —~ during the phone call that Cullen and I had with you, ..

i+ we explained that we were still looking for the verdict forms and were not clear on what had

" A whappened to them. That lack of clarity was due to the fact that the Clerk’s Office has not
‘ i . . . . .

- had a clear policy with regard to the forms and their previous practice had been to destroy

3

scans the verdict forms and makes them available to counsel to determine if they give rise to
e \% any issues on appeal. The Clerk’s Office advised us that if we needed to supplement them
o 4 - .4, into the recoig};?ppeal, we should ask to do so under seal. Cullen and I obtained and
v . reviewed theAorpas. Neither of us believes the forms are problematic or create issues for
your ap_g@éf But because we knew you wanted them before the court, we supplemented

them infto the record. We did so with the suggestion that the court might want them under

seal; but ultimately that decision belongs to the Court. Zem £ pivplr 54 iod

. 7 . . s .
i,.,\éj ;4 Based on your pleading of November 12, 2014 entitled: Objection to purperted scanned
i {ff}/ Jury Verdict Form surfacing up at this point of due process, with Objection to filing

“‘”Q} N under seal and Objection to assigned Counsel 11-10-2014 filing “Miscarriage of Justice..

e

@t Y Alert” — it is clear that you o pose what we did. But I don’t think we had a choice-Tfou

Yl . . . ] .
Vi"“fw.{@:"" think the verdict forms are refevant to certain legal issues you hope to raise, then the only
e thing T can suggest is that you ask the court to release the sealed documents to you with an

«_gxplanation of why they afre necessary. Ultimately, if you disagree with our office’s
l,f‘ﬁandling of your case, youjcan petition the Court of Appeals to remove us and replace us
" with other appointed coungel. Alternatively, you can hire an,éﬁbmey to appear and submit
#  an amended brief on your/behalf. It seems to me those are your only legitimate options at

this point. ! : i
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As always, if you have any questions, you are welcome to call me collect. My direct line is

(216) 443-8353. -
a 4 5 ///,(’
'}—\/" ! & ’ 5 7
L ER . ) T
ol Sincerely, Ly N
K g : A L - ;
SR { oy A P 7 .
i [z ( AT LAl
7 Vidh /\\_ LA il A
Erika Cunliffe WA i

Assistant Public Defender
Cuyahoga County Public Defender’s Office

Cc: Cullen Sweeney, Assistant Public Defender
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