Supreme Court of Ohio Clerk of Court - Filed April 15, 2015 - Case No. 2015-0604

HOutstanding Checks and Voiding Checks|

Conclusion-I agree that the voided checks were not listed in minutes as having been voided.

Check 1734 4/17/13 Voided lost check to Apex and stop payment was ordcred 5/20/13

Check 1743 4/17/13 $120 to Apex for lamp posts delivered still outstanding

Check 1736 4/17/13 $250 Chesterland News for park bench ad is still outstanding

Check 1802 7/2/13 Void check to Lance Yandell for Bremec

Sunshine Law Concerns

Issues 1 & 2-January 2013 meeting: Commissioners Yandell and Weiss with park arborist,
Dave Allen at Arabica Coffee House in Chester and August 9, 2012 minutes reflect a '
meeting between Commissioners Weiss and Bidwell and contractor DeFranco [sic] at the
baseball field regarding renovations

Conclusion-Unfounded

:Discussion-The Open Meetings Act réquires the park district board of commissioners to take any
official action and conduct all discussion and deliberations upon official business only in an open
meeting about which advance notice of date, time ﬁnd location has been given to the public. In
the case of special meetings, notice is to be given of the specific topic to be discussed. There are
a few exceptions that permit an “executive session” out of the public eye.

“Discussion” has been viewed as the exchange of words, comments, or ideas by the
members of a public body.”” “Deliberation” has been viewed as the act of weighing and
examining reasons for and against a choice. > Courts have also defined “deliberation” as a
thorough discussion of all factors involved, a careful weighing of positive and negative factors,

and a cautious consideration of the ramifications of the proposal, while gradually arriving at a

*? Devere v. Miami Univ. Bd. of Trs., 12th Dist. No. CA85-05-065 (June 10, 1986).
” Springfield Local Sch. Dist. Bd. of Educ. v. Ohio Ass’n of Pub. Sch. Employees, 106 Ohio App.3d 855, 864 (9th

Dist. 1998).
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decision™ or involving “a decisional analysis, i.c., an exchange of views on the facts in an

attempt to reach a decision.”

Thus, the question becomes whether a meeting bet.ween a majority of the board of
commissioners and another that is not noticed to the public and may not even take place in a
public setting is a “meeting” for purposes of the Open Meetings Act.

In the Eleventh Appellate District, which includes Geauga County, the controlling law is
found in ﬁn opinion authored by Judge Ford. He explained that the Open Meetings Act “is’
_ intended to apply to situations where there has been actual formal action taken; to wit, forﬁnal
deliberation concerning the public business.” *® If a gathering is strictly of an investigative and
information-seeking nature that does not involve actual discussion or deliberation of public’
businéss it is not a “meeting” for purposes of the Open Meetings Act. °” To date, the Supreme
Court of Ohio has not decided the question of whether “investigative and informational”
gatherings are or are not “meetings.”

A question-and-answer scséion between board members and others who were not public
officials, such as those meetings with Mr. Allen and Mr. DiFranco are not violative of the Open
Meetings Act unless a majority of the board members also entertain a discussion of public
business with one another.”®

I found no evidence that these meeting were anything other than question and answer

sessions.

* Theile v. Harris, No. C-860103 (1st Dist. 1986).
** Piekutowski v. South Cent. Ohio Educ. Serv. Ctr. Governing Bd., 161 Ohio App.3d 372, 379, 2005-Ohio-2868

(4th Dist.).
zj Holeski v. Lawrence, 85 Ohio App.3d 824 (11th Dist. 1993).
Id
* Cincinnati Enquirer v. Cincinnati Bd. of Educ., 192 Ohio App.3d 566, 2011-Ohio-703 (1st Dist.)
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Issue 3-Violation of R.C. 121.22(F)-The commissioners changed their meeting date to the
first Thursday of each month at the April 2, 2012 meeting and violated the rule at least 17

times from May, 2012 through December, 2013.
Conclusion-Unfounded |

Discussion-R.C. 121.22(F) requires the public body to establish by rule a reasonable method by
which the public may determine the time and place of all regularly scheduled meetings, and the
time, place and purpose of all special meetings. All R.C. 121.22(F) requires is a rule®, and the
district has such a rule in its by-laws. |

The park district by-laws provide regular meetings of the board are to be held at the
Chester Town Hall at least once a month, A special or emergency meeting may be called by the
Chair or by a majority of the commissioners. Written notice of the regular or special meetings
are to be given by the Secretary of the Board to the commissioners by regular mail at least
twenty-four hourg in advance, and no wriften notice is required for an emergency meeting.

There is to be a schedule of the regular meetings, noting date, time and place, posted ona
bulletin board in a public area within the Chester Town Hall. This posting requirement also
applies to notices of any special meeting. No special meeting may be held without at least
twenty-four hour notice being given to the news media who have requested, except in the event
of an emergency meeting.

In the cvent of an emergency meeting the board member (s) calling the meeting shall
immediately notify the news media which rhavc request notification of the timé, place and
purpose of the meeting. If a meeting is to be cancelled or changed, the board is to make “every
reasonable effort,” including newspaper notice o all interested parties. Members of the news

media or persons who have requested direct notification shall be notified individually of the

change “as soon as possible.”

* Doran v. Northmont Board of Ed., 2™ Dist. Montgomery No. 19956, 2003 WL 23011464 (December, 24, 2003).
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To request this direct notjfication of a meeting and/or the agenda, one must send a written
request and provide the board y);ij_th a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If there is a special or
emergency meeting, then the Eo’ard is to make a “reasonable effort” to notify the person or
persons by phone,

The district has not complied with the requirement of holding its meetings at the Town
Hall for sometime. For the most part, it has complied with posting individual meeting notices or
regular and special meetings on the bulletin board at Town Hall and on a board at Parkside. But
that being said, the frequency of chdnges in dates and locations over the past few years is not
good practice. Notices have not been regularly posted on the district’s website, and over the
years of minutes reviewed I have found that there were some meeting without formal agendas

It was explained that meetings are novir' held at the fire rescue station instead of Chester
Town Hall because of issues of access, the security alarm, and space. Meetings for some time
were not held at one regular location. They were held at the West Geauga Public Library, the
Che.ster Fire Rescue Station and even at Arabica Coffee House,

Recommendation- Given the resolution to hold meetings on the first Thursday of each month, a
list of the meeting dates for the year should be .determined at the beginning of each year and then

posted. It would be prudent to schedule meetings on a day that does not conflict with other

township boards’ meetings.

ssue 4-Meeting dates in the minutes frequently are changed to another date,

Conclusion-Agreed.

Discussion and Recommendation-See preceding issue.
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Issue 5-Failure to comply with R.C. 121.22(F) requiring the purpose of special meetings to
be stated .

Conclusion- 1 agree that th‘_are has been incomplete compliance with this require_l':n.ent, as
demonstrated by the chart below. |
Discussion-R.C'. 121.22(F) defines each type of meeting and the notice required.

“Regular meetings™ are those held at prescheduled intervals.

“Special meeting” is any meeting other than a regular meeting and requires at least 24
hours advance notification of special meetings to all media outlets that have requested such
notification, unless there is an emergency requiring immediate official action. If a special
meeting is called to discuss particular issues, the statement of the meeting’s purpose must
specifically indicate those issues, and the public body may only discuss those specified issues at
that meeting. If the special meeting is really a rescheduled “regular” meeting, the statement of
the meeting’s purpose may be for “general purposes.” The discussion in these meeting cannot go
beyond the stated purpose.

“Emergency meeting” is a type of special meeting. 24-hours advance notice is not
required, but the body must immediately notify all media outlets that have specifically requested
such notice of the time, place, and purpose of the emergency meeting. The purpose statement

requirement is the same as that for special meetings.

7/10/11 notice Given to notify of a change in the budget planning special meeting
date from 7/11/11 to 7/14/11
No minutes of the 7/14/11 meeting located

No notice found 12/2/11 Emergency Meeting held
, apparent purpose was to buy more holiday lighting
7/6/12 notice Given to notify of a special meeting-budget hearing meeting on
7/12/12. There is an agenda attached which lists other items in
addition to the budget
9/4/12 notice Given to notify of an emergency meeting for 9/5/12 (no stated

purpose) No agenda attached.
Five items were discussed; two coniracts were approved; checks were

approved
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4/9/13 notice

Given of a special meeting for 4/13/13 (no stated purpose) and no
minutes :

Recommendation-The park district should develop a set of standardize forms and procedure for

giving public notices. The last set in recently discovered manual was last revised in 1998 and is

out of date.

Issue 6-Failure to comply with R.C. 121.66(F) requiring advance notice of meetings to be
given fo any person requesting it

Conclusion-I agree with this in part, only because the recently discovered procedure manual lists

two media outlets, The News-Herald and The Plain Dealer, with named contacts. I cannot locate

any record of any individual or media outlet sending in a request for prior notification and the

administrative assistant has no such correspondence.

Perceived Noncompliance with the 2/25/93 agreement between the Chester Township

Board of Commissioners and the Chester Township Park District

Issue 1-Failure to obtain prior written approval from the Chester ‘Township Board of
Trustees prior to constructing or altering any permanent improvement and failure to
submit plans and specifications at least 60 days before construction commences.

Page 88 of 93

Apx. 103



Conclusion-Unfounded

Discussion-The reviewer does not identify any specific permanent improvement. 1 will analyze
three major projects completed at the Parkside location within the past few years- the volleyball
court; the pavilion by the volleyball- court on the east side of the park and the playground on the

west side of the park.

For this discussion I will use the definition of the term, “permanent improvement” found

in Ch. 5705:

“Permanent improvement” or “improvement” means any property, asset,
or improvement with an estimated life or usefulness of five years or
more, including land and interests therein, and reconstructions,

~ enlargements, and extensions thercof having an estimated life or
usefulness of five years or more.”'%

This provision, which is paragraph four of the 1993 Agreement is essential to ensure

compliance with the township zoning resolution.

100 R C.5705.01
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Plans for the volleyball court on the east side of the park were submitted to the township
and the county fqr approval,’®" and they were initially made a part of the ODNR grant

application.'*

The pavilion constructed to the east of the ball field falls within this definition, and the
project is not in violation of the Agreement inasnmuch as the Chesfer Township Board of Trustees
initiated the project, supplied drawings to the park district, and submitted the application for the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources Nature Works grant to build the structure.'®

The playground constructed 1o the west of the ball field also falls within this definition of
a permarent improvement, but I find the provision was not violated by the project either. At the
August 23, 2013 township trustees meeting plans and the contract for the playground
installation were presented to the towhship trustees with the funding request by Commissioner
Weiss. -A resolution funding the project in the amount of $24,650 was approved by the township

trustees.

ssue 2-Failure to comply with Section 8 of the Agreement

Conclusion-Unfounded in part. I do agree that the fiscal officer certification provision has not
been done.

Section 8 provides, “The Park District may not contract forror incur any debts or
obligationsr which result or could result in liens on the parks, parklands, or permanent
improvements therein without prior written approval of the Township. Such approval shall be in

withheld by the Township until it receives certification from the fiscal officer of the Park District

1! 8ee Meeting Minutes, Chester Township Park District, 3/7/11.

192 Bxhibit P-see last two pages of the exhibit, “NatureWorks Application Adjustment Form.”

") Exhibit P-ODNR Letter dated 12/22/11 to Trustee Joyce regarding grant applied for by the Chester Township
Board of Trustees and Exhibit Q-email dated 4/3/12 from Trustee Joyce to Commissioner Weiss regarding drawings
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that the Park‘District is in compliance with all applicable provisions of the Ohio Revised Code,
including, but not limited to, R.C. 5705.41.”1

This‘:i‘s a curious section. One may speculate this provision was inserted to avoid
mechanics” liens resulting from non-payment; however, inasmuch as Ohio law prohibits a sale or
seizurc upon execution of public property, a mechanics' lien against public works attaches not to
the property itself but only to a fund. ' Thus, it follows that if the park district entered into a
contract to build an improvement without having the funds to pay for the contract, the
contractor/creditor would have a lien against the park district funds, not against the real property
owned by Chester Township. If there can be no lien against the parklands by operation of law,
then there is no need to seek prior written approval for improvément contracts,

The certification pr;;:'Jcess by the fiscal officer is necessary, as discussed previéusly to
assure there are sufficient funds to pay the expenditures and thus avoid any liens of the funds.
Recommendation-The park district should assure that its records adequately document that
plans, specifications and contracts for any future major projects constituting permanent
improvements on township lands have been delivered to the township trustees and that the
township trustees approve same. I have already made recommendations regarding the

certification process.

|[Perceived Noncompliance by the Board of Park Commissioners with their By Lawsﬁ

The six issues raised under this section of the “Review” have already been thoroughly

addressed in earlier sections.

W4 Certification of ﬁlnds
' Talco Capital Corp. v. Commn., 41 Ohio App.2d 171, 174, (1974).
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Conclusion

The NDCL Volleyball Team at practice

Oversight of park districts has been entrusted to the probate court because so many parks
began with a gift of property to the public upon someone’s death with instruction that the
property remain a park in perpetuity. Parks enhance the quality of life in a community. Parks
have been the subject of poetry-- "Think of our life in nature, — daily to be shown m'éltter, to
come in contact with it, — rocks, trees, wind on our cheeks!" '° Parks have been championed by
great leaders-"The lack of power to take joy in outdoor nature is as real a misfortune as the lack
of power to take joy in books."!%

Despite the current controversies surrounding the park lands in Chester Township, it is
clear that the people of Chester Township are proud of the park’s development, and they want to

sce their park maintained properly, always with an eye on fiscal responsibility.

'% Henry David Thoreau
" Theodore Roosevelt
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I have found that all stakeholders subscribe to this goal, and I stand ready to assist the

court and the Chester Township Park District to implement the recommendations in this report.
Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mary Jane Trapp
Dated: 7/28/14 MARY JANE TRAPP, Master Commissioner
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Chester Township Park District 2013 Review

Revised 3/5/14

Overview of Park District Fiﬁéncia] History

Park expenditures for 2012 and 2013 totaled $318,665 according to records submitted by the park
comissioners to the Geauga County Auditor ($139,965 in 2012 and $178,699 in 2013}, Refer to

attachment number 1 for a summary of historical expenditures and revenues,

Recent Significant Vendor Payments

A review of the park commission’s expenditures for 2012 and 2013 reveal the fol’lobving significant
expenditures to vendors/suppliers/contractors (refer to attachment 2): _

W N

1—.—r'I’h€park1:ommissionerspaid—Play-SrParlrStrm:tures*artotai‘uf'sfa‘&tbﬁﬁ'forplaygrtimrd*'

. guote for this work.

equipment and benches during 2012 and 2013. Meeting minutes make no mention of obtaining

‘other quotes from vendors for the purchase/ installation of similar playground equipinent.

The park commissioners paid H&M Landscape a total of $40,622 during 2012 and 2013,
The park commissioners paid DiFranco Landscaping $26,080 during 2012 and 2013, $23,600
was for the infield renovation. The park commissioners obtained only one single contractor

Electrical contractor payments during 2012 and 201.3 have been significant. Peerless Electric
has been paid $36,996 over the period; Chesterland Electric was paid $9,509 in 2013, Hi Lite
Maintenance was patd $3,065 in 2013 and ElectoLite was paid $2,841 in 2013. Electrical

contractor costs in the two-year period totaled $52,411.

‘Tree work and arborist charges during 2012 and 2013 were as follows: Inspeyered tree service

was paid $5,760, The Pruning Gompany was paid $4,815 and Apex Land Management was paid
$1,690 for a total two-year period expenditure of $12,265. _ | .

Recent Commissioner Actig ns Resulﬂgg- in Increased Spegdhtg

1.

Prior to 2013, Bart Alcorn was hired to regularly drag the ball field infield. Mr. Alcorn was paid

. $650 for the work in 2012. In 2013, the park commissioners decided to hire DiFranco

Landscaping to drag the infield. DiFranco Landscaping was paid $2,480 for the worlk.

On February 8, 2011 the park commissioners hired Dave Allen of The Pruning Company to be
thé park's resident arborist consultant, He was paid $2,500 in 2011, $1,065 in 2012 and $3,750
in 2013 resulting in a three-year total of $7,315,

In 2013 the park comm{ssioners hired Land & Site Contractor Service to mow the park grass
and perform janitorial service at the restroom one day per week for the period Aprii 1 through
November 30. They also hired a company called Professional House Cleaning Service to clean

- the restrooms a minimum of two additional days per week at $45 per day. Road department

persotné] did this work previously. In 2013 Land & Site Contractor was paid $16,493 and

Professional House Cleaning Seyvice was paid $2,742.30.
On June 28, 2012 the park commissioners approved entering into an agreement with Peerless

" Electric to perform monthly inspections of the entire park electrical conditions and to provide a

typed report to the commissioners on their findings. The commissioners agreed to pay them

$110 per month for the period April through December.
Secretarial costs in 2011 were $2,710, Secretarial costs in 2013 were $4,422, a 61% Increase

from 2011, The commissfoners February 20, 2014 request to the Chester Township board of

1
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trustees for 2014 funding shows pi’uposed secretary costs at $3,600 with a note saying “same
as last year (Refer to attachment 7), Payments to Margaret Vitale in 2013 were $4,422,

b

Deviations from 2013 Stated Park Projects

1. Atthe regular Chester Township trus
commissioners presented their list of
projected expenditure was $128,500.

tee meeting held on February 7, 2013, the park
2013 park projects and cost estimates. The total’
The following chart identifies deviations from their

proposed plan.

Pioject Name Estimated | 2013 Comments regarding 2013 payments and
Cost(as: | Payments | work performed - | _
proposed
2/7/13) '

Playground - $25,000 | $35,296

completion

Ball field renovation $25,000 | 0 Not done

(outfield) ’

Pavilion repair- $6,000 [ 0 Not done, except gutter work for $300- $500

horseshoe pit area ‘ :

Maintenance $18,000 | $40,614 | $2,480 for DiFranco dragging, $2,841 for

' ElectoLite plus $5,207 for Peerlgss plus $2135 for
Freshley plus $3065 for Hi Lite plus $1,100 for
bench painting plus $16,493 for Land & Site plus
$2,742 for restroom cleaning plis $3,750 for The
Pruning Company plus $801 for Turneys
Not listed in 2013 plan 0] $3,963 Park signs- by All-ways Flasher for $963 and
. $3,000 to Guthrie Designworks

Notlisted in 2013 plan 0] $5,311 Park benches

Not listed in 2013 plan 0| $3548 Drainage trench along walkway

Notlfsted in 2013 plan 0| $1585 Perennial garden renovation by H&M

Holiday lighting $5,500 | $7,400 $3000 to Rotary plus $4400 to Peetless for temp

A lighting and cords

Parking lot expansion $21,000 | $24,093 | $6,299 for gravel plus $3,500 for Podogll

and horseshoe Excavating plus $1500 to H&M for stone

driveway gravel -new boundary wall replacement plus $585 to H&M to

pavilion and Lighting add top sofl and mulch plus $9,509 to Chesterland

walkway area and park Electric plus $646 for Costco lamps plus $2,054 to

and electric relocation Lance Yandell for Jamps and Costco membership.

expense NOTE: only 6 of the lamp posts were installed in
o 2013. NOTE—-10 more to go,

Notlisted in 2013 plan 0 | $620 Patio stones for Fire Department patio

Not listed in 2013 plan 0 | $400 Garden deslgn by Mary Slingluff

Not listed in 2013 plan 0 | §1,690 Apex planting trees and stump grinding

Staining/painting $17,000 | $16,809 [ $12,080 to M.A.L. plus $4,729 to Sherwin

{labor/mat’ls) Williams BRI

Gutters & downspouts- $300 | $835 Gutters by H&K for new pavilion and gazeho

new pavilion '

2
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Project Name Estimated | 2013 Comments regarding 2013 payments and
cost (as | Payments | work performed
proposed
' . 2/17/13)
1 Horseshoe pit repairs $1,000 | $1,000 $335 for backstop and $665 for shed
Perennial Gardeners $1,000 | $500 Donation
Hanging flower $1,000 | $3,298 Bremec at $2,048 and Sal Charillo at $1,250
.| baskets S
Park banners $2,400 | $1,344
Barbeque grills $1,300 | 0 .| Notdone
Flag pole $4,000 | $2,291
Notlisted in 2013 plan 0] $250 Pavement markings
Not listed in 2013 plan 0| $874 Chesterland News Ads
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 [ §754 Custom Logos work ?
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 | $939 Mulberry Creek Greenhouse?
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 | $550 Western Reserve Graphics?
Total projected 2013 | $128,500 | $153,964 | Project/maintenance actual spending was
project expenditures : 20% over estimate.

otential Ohio Revised Code Is

1. Itappears that according to ORC 1545.22(B)(1) and (2), the park commissioners have no
authority to negotiate checks for goods and services, as is thelr current practice. The
regulation names the Geauga County Treasurer as the custodian of the funds of the park
district, Jtrequires that the Geauga County Treasurer pay funds out upon a warrant from
the Geauga County Auditor. It further states that “..no contract of the board involving the

expenditure of money shall become effective until the auditor certifies that there are funds
of the board in the custody of the county treasurer and otherwise unappropriated sufficient
to provide therefor. The auditor shall draw warrants on the treasurer to disburse the funds
of the board upon order of the board, evidenced by the cextificate of its secretary.” It would
appear that the approximately $180,000 worth of checks signed and issued by the park
commissioners in 2013 violate this provision of Ohio law,
. ORC 5705 45 describes liability for wrongful payments from public funds, It states thatany
officer or employee who expends or authorizes expenditures of public funds contrary to the
ORC shall be Hable to the political subdivision for the full amount paid.
. Contrary to Ohio law, actual expenditures exceeded appropriation authority for the year
ending 12/31/13. ORC 5705.41(B). 2013 expenditures were $178,699. Amendment 1 of
the Certificate of Estimated Resources dated 2/19/13 was $127,305. It appears that the
park commissioners exceeded their legal spending authority by $51,394 in 2013.
. Contrary to Ohlo law, it appears that the park commissioners did not require the
certification of available funds before It Incurred an obligation, ORC 5705.41(D){1) states
that no subdivision shall make any contract or glve any order involving expenditure of
money unless there is attached thereto a certificate of the fiscal officer stating that the
amount required to meet the obligation has been lawfully appropriated for such purpose
and is in the treasury or in process of being collected, The section also states that every
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i conttactrﬁade without such a certificate shall be void, and no warrant shall be issued in

payment of any amount due.
Contrary to Ohio law, the park commissioners did not pass an annual appropriation

measure on or about the first day of each fiscal year. ORC 5705.38(A).

The record of proceedings Is the official record taken by the park commissioners and should
reflect all pertinent information approved by the commissioners. The 2013 minutes did not
reflect the acceptance of approximately $10,000 in donations nor did it document the
authorlzation of many of the expenditures that exceeded an Individual commissioners
authorization of $1,000, |

Determine whether ORC 9.38 applies to revenue received in by the park commissioners,
ORC 9.38 regulates the timely deposit of public moneys. In summary, it requires public
moneys to be deposited into the public office’s designated depository on the business day

next following the day of receipt, unless the public office adopts a policy permitting a

————————ifferenttime period, ot to exceed thi'ge business days next following the day of recelpt --

provided that the moneys are safeguarded until such time that they are deposited. Park
commissioner meeting minutes of 7/31/13 indicate that the WG Kiwanis donated $250.
Verify when this money was received and deposited, Also verify whether the other

approximately $10,000 in donations were deposited in accordance with applicable Ohio

law. -

ORC 117.38 requires each public office to fillea financal report to the Chio Auditor of State's

" office for each fiscal year, Newspaper notice is also requived when the report s filed.

Penaltles exist for financial reports not filed or filed late. Determine whether the park

district has filed the required report and provided public notice.
ORC 5705,30 requires public notice and public heavings prior to adopting the annual
budget, Verify whether this requivement applies to the park commission and whether it has

complied with this requirement. :

Financial Discrepancie

1.

Park commissioner joe Weiss told the Chester trustees during a meeting on 2/20/14 that
the 2014 carry over balance for the park district was around $4,800. The carry over
according to the 2014 beginning balances submitted by the park commissioners to the
county auditor’s office on 2/21/14 was $11,580. Mr, Weiss signed the document on

2/19/14. See attachment 3. The listing of 2014 park revenues and expenditures is missing

the carry over halance in its arithmetic.
The listing of 2013 donations to the park district that was provided by the park district

shows tota] donations of $10,150 (sce attachment 4). The accounting submitted to the
county for the same perfod Hsts interest/misc revenue at $9,652.79. An approximate $500
discrepancy exists,

The 2014 beginning balances submitted by the park commissioners to the Geauga county
auditor show a 2013 receipts at $174,680.87. The bank statements show deposits of
$174, 803.07, a discrepancy of $122.20. :

On 12/19/13, the park commissions passed a motion to hire M.A.L. Enterprises for $3,275
to paint the gazebo. This amount was not shown as encumbered In the 2014 beginning
balances approved and submitted by the park commissioners to the Geauga County Auditor.
¥ive checks issued by the park commissioners in 2012 that totaled $11,847.87 were never
mentioned as approved for payment in their meeting minutes (check numbers 1670, 1671,
1672, 1673 and 1674). There is no record of these checks in the meeting minutes-$3,360
was issued to nspeyered Tree Service and $8,134.50 was issued to Peerless Electric,
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Specifics- Apparent Overage of Spending Autharity

On 1/24/13, a motlon was approved to authorize an individual park commissioner to “expend up to
$1,000 for work to be done at the park”, The following checks appear to have been paid that exceeded
the individual authorization of $1,000 and had no prior board approval in the meeting minutes:

$2,054.88 to Lance Yandell, check 1711 dated 2/1/13

1.
2. $2,841.65 to Electolite, check 1737 dated 4/17/13 ‘
3, On4/17/13 the commissioners approved $15,495 to Land & Site Contractor for lawn care from

April 1 - November 30. A total of nine checks were issued to them between the period 5/6/13
and 1/23/14. The checks totaled $18,429.96. The approved dollar amount was exceeded by

$2,934.96.

$5,;779.52 1o Deepwouds Trockimg, cherk 1765 dated 5716713
$3,065.00 to Hi Lite Maintenance, check 1755 dated 5/6/13
$3,337.70 to Sherwin Williams, check 1770 dated 5/16/13
$1,354.61 to Sherwin Williams, check 1741 dated 4/17/13

. $2,655.74 to Play & Park Structures, check 1803 dated 7/2/13
9, $2,655.74 to Play & Park Structures, check 1821 dated 8/22/13
10. $3,750 to Chesterland Electric, check 1787 dated 6/13/13
11.$1,237.50 to The Pruning Company, check 1728 dated 3/21/13
12,$1,252.50 to The Pruning Company, check 1769 dated 5/16/13
13.$1,450 to Peerless Electric, check 1713 dated 2/7/13

14.$1,450 to Peerless Electric, check 1723 dated 3/13/13 - '
15. On 2/27/13 the commissioners approved $2,500 to Podogil Excavating. $3,500 was paid by

check 1759 dated 5/6/13. The approved dollar amount was exceeded by $1,000.
16.0n 2/27/13 the commissioners approved $8,580 to M.A.L. Enterprises and another $1,970 was
additionally approved on 4/17/13. Total authorized was $10,550. Payments made to M.A.L. in
2013 were $12,080.00. The approved dollar amount was exceeded by $1,530. o
17.$1,560.00 to H&M landscape, check 1754 dated 5/6/13

-Specifics- Apparent Expenditure of Public Funds Outside the Authority of the Park District

Jurisdiction

In the following instances the park commissions made payments to eontractors and vendors for goods
and services that were beyond the boundary of Parkside Park: :

N o

=

1. Check 1751 for $620.60 to American Rail Road Tie for patio stones at the Chester Fire

Department
Three checks to Sal Charlillo for a total of $1,250 for relocating flower baslkets along SR 322 and

SR 306 and within Parkside Park ' :
77 for landscaping services to the town hall and fire station

3.
4, . 77 to Install a patio and landscaping behind the fire station

Specifics- Checls Cashed Prior to Park Commissjoner Approval

In the following instances, checks were cashed BEFORE the meeting was held that the commissioners
approved to pay the invoices as vouchered:

2.
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Check 1711 to Lance Yandell for $2, 054 88-commissloners approved on2/2 7/ 13 and check

was cashed on 2/8/13
Check 1758 to Play & Park Structures for $35,296, 65-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and

check was cashed on 5/10/13
Check 1755 to Hi Lite Maintenance for $3,065-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and check

was cashed on 5/9/13
Checlk 1760 to DiFranco Landscaping for $2, 360-commismners approved o 5/16/13 and

.check was cashed on 5/9/13
Check 1846 to DiFranco Landscaping for $2, 480—commisioners approved on 11/13/13 and

check was cashed on 11/6/13
Check 1733 to M.A.L. Enterprises for $3, 780-commissioners approved on 4/17/13 and check

was cashed on 4/11/13
Check 1757 to M.AL. Enterprises for $1,300-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and check

, Revised 3/5/14

was-cashed-on-5/9/13

Check 1759 to Podogil Excavating for $3, 500-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and check

was cashed on 5/10/13
Check 1713 to Peerless Blectric for $1,450-commissioners approved on 2/27/13 and check was

9,
"cashed on 2/13/13
10, Check 1749 to Peerless Flectric for $900-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and check was

cashed on 5/7/13 .
11. Check 1807 to Peerless Electric for $767.50-commissioners approved on 7/31/13 and check

was cashed on 7/15/13
12; Check 1842 to Peerless Electric for $1,395-commissioners approved on 11/13/13 and check

was cashed on 10/1/13
13, Check 1754 to H&M Landscape for $1,560-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and check was

cashed on 5/7/13
14. Check 1841 to Chesterland News for $412.50- commissioners approved on 11/13/13 and

check was cashed on 10/4/13
15. Check 1783 to Costco for $646. 47—commissionels approved on 6/19/13 and check was cashed

on5/28/13
"16. Check 1750 to H&K Gutter for $835.00- commissmners approved on 5/16/13 and check was

cashedon 5/7/13 ‘
17. Check 1806 to lluminating Company for $820, 70-commlssioners approved on7/31/13 and

check was cashed on 7/16/13
18, Check 1756 to Land & Site Contractor for $1,936.87-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and

check was cashed on 5/8/13
19, Check 1843 to Playground World for $200-commissioners approved on 11/13/13 and check

was cashed on 10/4/13
20. Check 1808 to Professional House Cleaning Service for $569.97-commissioners approved on

7/31/13 and check was cashed on 7/10/13
21, Check 1844 to Professional House Cleaning Service for $360-commissioners approved on

11/13/13 and check was cashed on 10/2/13
22. Check 1784 to Sal Charlilio for $1,000-commissioners approved onr 6/19/13 and check was

cashed on 6/6/13
23. Check 1722 to the Flag Store for $1,291. 48-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and check

.~ wascashed on 5/9/13

8.
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Specifics- Questionable Signatory Authority
1, Check 1834 to Land & Site for $1,936.87 was cashed on 9/16/13 absent any park commissioner
signature(s) on the check. . |
2. Inthe following instances, checks were signed by only one commissioner- Joe Weiss, The
second signature was Margaret Vitale, the secretary:
a. Check 1748 to All-Ways Flashers Services
b. Check 1781 to Apex Land Management
¢. Check 1806 to the llluminating Company
d. Check 1807 to Peerless Electric
e. Check 1780 to Professional House Cleaning Service
. f Check 1808 to Professional House Cleaning Service- .
Check 1818 to Professional House Cleaning Service -

Revised3/5/14

gl
—————————}~ Check 1784 ttr Sal Chiarlillo

Specifics- Check Amount/Payee Digcrepa;;cies

In the following instances, there s a discrepéncy between the vouchered check listing in the meeting
minutes and the checks shown on the bank statement(s): :

1, 6/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1797 was to KT Custom Logos for $538.99, while

. the bank statement shows that check issued to Peggy Vitale for $682.17 ‘

2. 6/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1788 was to Chesterland News for $250, while
the bank statement shows the amount to be $400

3. 6/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1796 was to Ruth Chapman for $100, while the
bank statement shows that check issued to KT Custom Logos for $538.99

4.- 7/31/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1812 was to Sal Charitlo for $291.00, while the.
bank statement shows that check issued to Chesterland Electric for $291.18

5. 12/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1857 was to Chestertand News for $45.62, while
the bank statement shows that check issued to All-Ways Flasher for $45.62

6. 6/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1798 was to Margaret Vitale for $682.17, while
‘the bank statement shows that check issued to Mulberry Creek Greenhouse for $335,

Miscellaneous Questions & Concerns

A. Property Disposition ‘ :
1. Attheir 4/13/13 meeting, the commissioners approved $1,200 to Guthrie Designworks for

two more park signs. Check number 1766 to Guthrle Designworks for $1,200 was cashed
‘on5/21/13. To date, the signs have not been Installed—where are they?

2. Determine what, if any, ORC requirements regulate the park commissioner’s of property
and verify compliance. (Township trustees are regulated under ORC 505.10}, Where is the

old flag pole that was at the corner of SR 322 and SR 3067

B. Bonding ' '
1. In accordance with ORC 1545.05, verify that the park commissioners are bonded for $5,000

and that their bonds have been approved by and filed with the county auditor.
2. Verify that park commissioner Lance Yandell's bond is still active glven that a personal
income tax lien of approximately $5,000 was filed against him on 1/7/14 by the

Department of Taxation. :

Apgerré 7
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1. Payroll withholdings are not being withheld from park commissioner secretary, Margaret

Vitale’s, wages. Determine whether they should be.
2. PERS is not being paid for park commissloner secretary, Margaret Vitale. Determine

whether it should be.

D. Quistanding Checks and Voiding Chec
1. Four checks written in 2013 were never cashed (1734, 1743, 1736, 1802). The meeting

minutes of the commissioners fail to identify check numbers for any voided checks.

shine Law Concer

—1, Fark Commissioners Lance . Yandell and Joe Weiss held a business meeting with Dave Allen,
the arborist consultant, at the Arabica Coffee House in January 2013. The meeting was not
noticed and meeting minutes were not prepared in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.

2. The August 9, 2012 Park District meeting minutes state that park commissioners Joe Weiss
and Todd Bidwell met with contractor Eugene DeFranco at the baseball field to discuss the-
necessary renovation. The meeting was not noticed and meeting minutes were not
prepared in accordance with the Open Meatings Act, '

3. The park commissioners have failed to comply with ORC 121.22F which requires every
public body to, by rule, establish a reasonable method whereby any person may determine
the time and place of all regularly scheduled meetings. According to the 4/2/12 park
commissioner meeting minutes, regular meeting dates were stated to be the 1% Thursday of
every month. From May 2012 through Décember 2013, they violated thelr rule atleast 17
times.

4. The park commission, either intentionally or unintentlonally, has made it nearly impossfnle
for a citizen to know when their next regular meeting is planned to occur. Their 1/3/13
meeting minutes states that upcoming regular meetings are scheduled for 2/7/13 and
3/7/13. There were no meetings held on these dates. Instead they were held on 2/27 /13
and 3/21/13. Their 1/24/13 meeting minutes state that their next regular meeting was to *
be held on 2/21/13. There was no meeting on 2/21/13. Their 2/27/13 meeting minutes
state that their next regular scheduled meeting was to be on April 18, The next meeting was
held on 3/21/13 and the subsequent meeting was on4/17/13, Their 5/16/13 meeting
minutes state that their next regular meeting was to be held on 6/13/13. This meeting
ended up occurring on 6/19/13. Their 7/2/13 meeting minutes state that their next
regularly scheduled meeting was to be held on 8/15/13. It was actually held on 7/31/13.
Their 8/22/13 meeting minutes state that their next regular meeting was to be held on
9/19/13. 1t was held instead on 9/12/13, Their 12/19/13 meeting minutes state that their
next regularly scheduled meeting was to be held on 1/16/14. Instead it was held on

' 1/23/14.
5. The park commissioners have failed to comply with ORC 121.22F which 1eqmres the

purpose of all special meetings to be stated.
6. The park commissieners have failed to comply with ORC 121.22F which reqmres that

advance meeting notice be given to any person requestlng such notice,

Apreryr 8
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Trustees and the Chester Township Board of Park Commissioners dated Fehruary 25, 1993
(soe attachment 5) _

1. The park commissioners have not complied with the requirements of item 4. This provision

requires the park commissioners to obtain prior written approval from the Chester

Township board of trustees prior to constructing or altering any permanent improvement,
It also requives that plans, specs and drawings be suhmitted at least 60 days-before
commencing any such construction,

[tern 8 states that the park commissioners may not contract for or incur any debts which
result or could result in liens on the parks, park lands or permanent improvements without
prior written approval of the trustees, It goes on to require that the park district fiscal
officer provide the trustees with certification that the commissioners and park district are
in-compliance with-the ORCregwirements-that prohibit-expenditure-of meney-untess it 43—
has been properly appropriated; 2) that proper warrants have been drawn; and 3) that the
fiscal officer has certified that the amount required to meet the obligation is in the treasury
or in the process of being collected, free fmm encumbrances, This requirement is not being

complied with,

Perceived Noncompliance by the Board of Park Commissioners with thefr By Laws

(see attachment 6)

1.

Ll

The park commissioners have not complied with the requirements of Article IV Section 4a
which states that “no contract of the Board of Park Commissioners Involving the
expenditure of money shall become effective until the Geauga County Auditor certifies that
there are funds for the Board of Park Commissioners in the custody of the Geauga County
Treasurer and otherwise unappropriated sufficient to provide therefor. The Anditor shall
issue a warrant to the Treasurer of Geauga C to di he funds of the Boar

rk Commissioners ordey of the Board, evidenced by the certificate of the Secretar
in such manner as the Bureau of Inspection and Supervision of Public Offices prescribes.”
In accordance with Article III Section 1, the commissioners are required to elect one of their
members to serve as clerk/secretary. This has not been done, The clerk/secretaty is
required to keep the meeting records and give meeting notices.
Annugl meetings have not been held in accordance with Article IV, Section 1.
The park commissioners have not complied with the public notice requirements outlined in

Article IV, Section 5a.
The park commissioners have not complied with the public notice requirements outlined in

Article IV, Section 5b.
The park commissioners have not complied with the notice requirements outlined in Article

IV, Section bc.
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"Township")-hes the auttior!
i - Ghester Township; an,

i -

! Township; .and,

l. .
. i agreeriant ‘and relationship; -
J

. - .paikiands for the purpose
"1~ residents of Chester Towhship and the public, . !

{ 3" - Subject to the prior approval of the Township, the Park Disirict may-griter into | -
" agreements with other potliical subeivi§ians, including, but not fimited. to, the West |
.- 1t Geauga Loeal Schaol District: the West Gbauga Recreation Distdct, 1he Geauga County |
' i ‘Park-District, and Geauga County far' e and operalion of the subject parks.and. |
| parkdadds, . .

ottt it ST

Whereds, ‘the: Boad ‘of Tawnship. Trustees .of Chesler Township (herelafior |
ty-and respansitiiy to.gperite and malntain parklapdswithin .

. Whereas, the Board of Cominissloners df s ‘Chestr Townshlp Park Digtriot’
{hatsinafter-"Park Diskiet’y tras preVicisly entered inta anr agreemant with: the township’

: -for the plirposé of us}ng.-_dave!opmg; improving, and protoeting.parklands within Chestar il |

i|. . Now therefore, tha Board:of Township Trustees of Chester Township (Township)
| and the Board of Commissioners of the Chaster Township Park District (Park Bistriot)
I agree as follows: . : . I

_),'T '-.','A ,- =
CZ’:"““T’.’""’{‘?’*‘ e zlesria

| AGREENENT. -

Whereds, it is the desira of -the"ﬁd@h&h;ﬁ and 41 Park District to continie such

A ThePark District shall continue to use, dévalop, improve, arid protect all patks and |
| parkiands owned by Chester Townshlp. atd the. Board of Township: Teustees of CHaster |
. Township. for thé term of thig.agreement: ' L “

A2 The Fark District shall use, aperats, maintain, devalop, iImprove, aid protact said ||
of providing, passive and active recreation facilias to the |-

COUL ol A The Park District shall not bonstruct or alfer any permanentimprovements on.sald |

© il parks:. oF parklands Without prior weitten approyal from the Township, Al plaris,

-spedifications, and drawings. shait; e stbnitlet by the Park Distrlct to the Tawnship af |
P least sixte (60} days befars commeh %‘iﬁ‘éﬁﬂ?pf any consiructiert or alteration of permanent |
a 1|+ lnpravements. The Ptk Disttigimgrees: that the- Township may refer any ‘plans,

' 1 drawings, or specifications 1o (he Chastar: ‘ownship Zoning. Commission for advice-and |

1. comment. The Park Districl agrees that ail consiruclion ard alisraliond of permanent.| .

*
. . 1
.

R T S
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. li'
|

i e L0 e

faciiities, scheduling of activi

- other alcoholic beverages on parkiands.or facififies.

improvemenls shall be $o-consimicled.of allered as Io"dpmﬁlir u}._{th'-'an'd.‘ beln 'th spiritof '
i1 he Thaster Township Zoning. Resolution, - A |

6. The Park District hus adapted and.shal) continze to adopt fufes and reguilations for
tie trse of parks and parffands: Such rutes shiall include, ‘but net be Hmlted o, use of

*

ties, and shaill prohibit.the consumption of beer, wine'aad |

G, The &uty' and authorlly fo-regulate the use. of patks afd madﬂaﬂfis_ﬂeaudlh.tha_____

i 3 e S

ParkDisirict;

7, No'rangers or parkpolicé officars shall be appoirited by ihe Park Districtolier thian |
- police officers amployed by the Chester Township Police Depariment. Diraction and |
vontrol of such rangers or peace: afficers shall be within the authority-of the Chasler ' '
“Township- Police Bepartmant, - ' o " ',' DR

N Thla.agrgenﬁent'shau'be govemett by-the laws of the State of Ohlo and may.pet |
‘b motlifled, amendad, or aitered nlesy tong '80- I virling: exécuted by the. pagt-ig& L

herelo,

| 10." - Tha torm 6f this:eigreaimerishiall b 1ot & adad of ivg (5} ySars. Threaler the. |,

-agiresimpnt shall renew .on-a

1 agresniént ds-provided-hereln.
i 445 - Bitner paity-may tarmd

L of-any renewstierm by giving written notice of the intent'to .t'enﬁ'fnaie?}ia_'!hef:nlgléf;mgn.'i_)r'_ .
clerk of the other party. Suctrnotice shall-stale o spedific date aftawiinatind; wrovidad; .

"7 f)of sudh notice.

o

1, Bropedy secumdz. - 2 SRR
5, L Upon s SXpEn G s RAoR G bls agiserhent ayipiavided bureli ool |

ok Silpake aanparkiands sh

8. ° The.Park District may not contractfor or incur any-debts-or gbligations wifloh.resuit |
Or could resilt in flens on e parks, parklands, 6r.permanant improvemants - Hfiereln
‘Without prior wrilten @pprovs) of he Townshig, . Such approval shajl b withheld hythe | .
1. Towsship urillf f receives: certification from Ihg flscal afficer of tha Paik Distrietthat the-
Park Disfrict [s In compilance with il Applicable. provisidng. of the Ohlg:Révised Code, .
- nclading, but not liited to, R.C, 578541, - - - o B

Suti tarmingtion date :_sfaa{(-na_-qd-e'aﬂler'tha'n‘ ninsty 190).days sup'saqﬁ,eﬁt'-tozﬂ-g;sf‘-géfﬂgf_'ﬂ_}y A ¥

. - Mo aveint fdatthe fark Distit has Incurved-an indébledrass; ihe PERBISHE] -
1. maydotterminatethis agreementithodlproviding sulficiontproofibatthere aranodlong:] - .
.11..00 the parks, p.‘atk?anptg,',g;;.gefmgq‘ant_-lmp,ro\.rem'g,a_:jts?-and-!hat ﬁili=§u§§!_?sﬂnﬂ'$‘h}téﬁlilj_’ﬁﬁ§‘f£§*' N

3 LIRS L ! [ - .
¥ L - : - - e . ' .
. [ ’., don D [ ., L
.
v, . ] L V. S,
e P s ARSI R
»rr .
"

n anAnual I;r’a.é[s:-,g_gi;ie$s elfher of the paﬁt:eg.‘te_l‘mmafne-_jh?- .

nate this-dgresment fgﬁor to ity ex;o Iratlof ar the. éxélfa_ﬂm-_ : "

e

AP

alt reyeitla e fownship. Alt imfrovements o saldparks. |

T AR



e ] SR
. '
4 . .
1 . . I
- —— .
. PR . . "

PR AU, SR }

of refmbrrsément dus.or nviflng fo. the Patk' Disiﬂei

i atid park}nnds shalk ba anpt remain tha: pmpﬁrty of- ms chwfashtp with n-b3'c%§rri¢e’fiéatrhﬁ5 o

I Exsouted this ___gg-day of ﬁﬁdw"ﬁ* 1AL .
. " L -ﬁx ) ;
o PATRICIA. Mt!m '
. Chestar Townshilp Trustes
-l. ) -'.‘ A F 2 A
' BLE NN aATT (5
" Ghestér Townshlp Trustes
V.. AL DATYLS
L Park District Gommissioner
T Rl A Akl
o o -AN B. Dl GILLO
. -+ {_Park District Commafsslaner
w0
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Section 1.°

*
L

Powers.

. .BY LAWS -

l- D.E ' )

CHESTEB, TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT-
" BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS -

) AR’I’ ICLE I

.#ﬁﬁ%5+ﬂTﬁM%#'dﬁ

POWERS AND PURPOSB

" Township Park District shall possess all-of th__powers and shall be

Y S e

The Board of Park Comm15310ners ‘of the Chester N

- subject to all ¢f the ﬁmapﬁnﬁﬁbmiamﬁe@*eonfemmedw@nrit by Chapter

L TEYE 0T fHie Ohio Revised Code.,

' Section 2,

Purpose.’

fdllqws;'

a,

. Commissionérs’ of the Chestexr: Townshjp Park District shall be. as

To FEvBEW”aﬁd“ fﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁhﬁkrgcreatzwn
wwaéagmof the owmmunﬁty at Iarge. .

To BeveTop 't dctestional faedlibivs. om..... ..

411 lands -under its jurisdiction and gomtral. -
To p@gmm&é%%ﬂ%ﬁ&agcaﬁduragu&aiiﬁns'pgréuént.'
‘to Ohio Revisad-Code Seghfion 154500 as the -

Board deenms .advisable for the preservation of

. good order within and adgacant to parks and
'reserVatlons of 1and and for the protectlon '
.and preger?atmon of ?ﬁﬁuﬂ%rkﬁs;Pa£¥¥§¥f,?”d

- othey reservatiéns-df Iénd under”its.jurisdic-

- tion apd centrol ‘and of property #nd natural

Ilfe thareln. The Board shall -also ﬁﬁgpt
,ruleg establlshing a pﬁﬁtedﬂ?& for contpactlng

for profess;onal technlgal,_consulting “and.’

The puﬁp@ggéﬁg %\vgtggsﬁof the Boaz'd of Park

sz -

7



EA. ' el e ' . . .
ot be D ' . . m—dan il
I . ——— -
LT KNS, S H P —:
* .

.bthef sﬁéciallgarviEES: . The Tules and

" TFegulations provided hﬁre1n shall be
‘published as provided in the €ase of
c1d1nanqesJu;mun&aﬁpab~amnnnmwimmr“~ '

. before taking pffect.

St et

d. [ To reviem.anpuilly the %ghreétieﬁax-neéésy

pf.tha -C.Omivngky— and—to Implement any

necegssary and‘practical changes in the *
use of an& fac111tles on ‘the.. lands 'O as -
. to’ assure that the recreatlonal needs of
‘.the communlty cantlnue to be met.as fully

. _{-‘i‘.' B ‘,'as p0531ble.

“ﬁRTTCLB\TI . | | | | |

UM b s B e Ll i T U

.‘.
.

“lséctibﬁ 1 Membershap The Board of Park Cammlss1uners for the

Chester Townshlp Park Dastrlct shall consist of the thiee :(3) .-

Ti memﬁews appblnted by the -Ceaugav County Probate.Judge pursuant

,-:fto tha' provisions of Ohlo ReV1se& .Codé Section 1545.05 agi- “the

: ;if.aegpqa Counﬁy Aud&tqr -and Tre&surar, as ex-officio’ members,

"llfnursuant ta the provisiong of Ohic Rev1sed Code SBection: 1545 G2

"Sect;on 2 Term of offlce. The crmgxnal three (3] park commlssmoners.

appolnted by the GEauqa County Probate Judge shall téke office
'immedzateiy aud theiy respect;ve terms shall explre ane (1), “two

:.{ZJ and three (31 years From the flrst day of January, LQ&SM

AR
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PR T

Tﬁéreéffe?y‘the succéssors to ehch‘ekpifihg ‘teri of Park’bomﬁissionef'
shall be appo1nted by the Geauqé County Probate Judge for-a term
' of three (3) years, subJect to'mklhg an oath of offlce and prewaémng

a8 bgnﬂwmo the .Gpad§ss. County Auditor for the faitliful performance

'Uf'thefdﬁtieS’qf the effice in the-sum of $5,000.00.

Sectmon 3. SerV1ce wzthout compensatlon A1I Park Commissioners

“m_fﬂm_"——ﬁha&4m§ﬂ¥ve—waah9u%—semgensa%ienT—bu%—shaL&—be—&llewad—thﬁ1§L4Hﬁamﬁb———~—

P

" and. necessary expenses incurred 1n the performance.of their dutlesf

"Séctibn 4. Réméval'énd vataﬁcy.' Any Pafk Cmmm1ss;oner nay .be. -

'removed at the discretion of the Geauq& County Probats Judge ‘as |

"g;pTOV1ded in: Ohio Rev;sed Code Sect1an 1545w£6 In’ the- case of

. removel or in the case of a vacancy occurring for any other reasdn,

,{ ::such vacancy shall be filled by the. Geauma County Prohate Judue K

: ?'fﬂyby appointment fnr the unaxpared “term.
Séctfon 5 ::Reappointment' Any member of the Board of Park

chomm1551oners may be reapp01nted at tha and of hls term of service,

"ﬂilf the ﬂeauqa Gounty Prohate Judge makes such reappo;ntment.

R ARTICLE, TIT
A -OFFLCERS _ .
-:Gtgattién i': Désﬁgnatibﬁ of bffiﬁers “The offlcers of the -Ch&ster
.-Township Park District shall. be eleched. by.membexs of thg Board: of

: uPark Commissioners and shall.be as. follows~
a.. Chairman. "The Chalrman shall preszde at all

"méatings,,shall sign a11 deocuments aunthorized

. by the Board oijarklﬁommiséibners; shall méke:

" Ajsiengny
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- all éemmittée'as?igﬁments,-éhafl'bé reﬂpénsiblé-
fot all reports requxred by Iaw, and - ganerally

perform all dut1es IﬂCldth to such office,

. Clﬂlk/SEGTETHTYM“"Thﬁ“ﬂfﬂkaﬁeETﬁ%&$FM5h&¥&mk$&pWwMme
.an accurate récord ‘of ‘21l meetings -of the Board
of, Park Comm1531oners whéther regular, special

or emergencz_ H& shall gi ive 311 hotices
‘frequlred by law ‘and a1l natiCES'%equired by

the By Laws of the Chaster Towmship Park
T _ =Dlstmct "He shail ‘ parform such - duties .ag may
7 J'j :3:. ":' - be reqU1red hy the. Cha1rman or 0ther members
"of the Boagrd of Park Comm1551oners.. At . the
expiration of his term of Offlte ‘he shéll
' deliver a1l heoks, papers or . property o the
'Cheéﬁer Townshlp Park Dlstrzct to fhe Chalrman,

LIS T
. or s

" pr his successor
P TR e T .Such other o£f1cers as may ihie - necessary for the
'ﬂi?'::igﬂn“;z IR --eff;hlent c0nduct of ‘the activities of the

:". C&Bﬁtﬁ%_?ownshxp Park Dlstrzct.

..'éﬁctinﬁ'z"VBIeétibn bf‘bffihefs. The eiectlon ‘of -officers shall be -

. held at tha annual meetrng of "the cﬁesher TOWnshlp Park Dlatrlct or

":at a special.meeting called for that purpose.; The electlon /shall be

'-T“hy ‘2 majority vote of the members of the Board of Park Commissioners

g ﬂhe.nomlnqes-to the respective offices, PBallntihg shall continue °

-.‘uﬁfilﬂhfmajnrity5votq is abtained from the members. for each-office..



-;Séction 3. ‘EMploﬁment of other. persons’ and purchase of goo&s * The

.Board of Park Commzssloners may employ a. secretary and such other -

.employees as are necessary in tha performance of the powers conferred :

on the Boaxd by Chapter 1545 of the Ohln Revised Ceda for the purpase

of. acqulring, planning, developlng, protecting, malntalnlng and
-lmprmv1ng Iands and facilities thereon ‘under Ohio Revlsed Code

i&ect:un 1545.11 and for other’ types of ‘assistance wh1ch 1t fznds
the Board of Park Commlsslon-,

neceéSaTy. Inm carriihg-mut'its duties,

LTS may hire and con:t'rac:t for professmnal technlcal, consultmg

- and othﬁr special serV1ces and may purchase goods., - In#procuning

- any goods, the Board shaii contract asa contracting authorlty under
fﬁj@ﬁio Rev1sed Code- Sectlon 30?f86 ta 307, 90 1nclu51ve, to the same -
-'fextent and wmith the same 11m1tat10ns ws5.a Board of County Commission-

“ers.- In procuring services, the. Board shall. Qontract in ‘the manner

'"ng'and-under procedures eﬁtabllshed by the- By Laws of the ‘Board as

.. Taquzred under ‘Ohio ‘Revised Code Sectfdﬂ‘ TEAE0GT—

"”.Sectign 4 Pollce powers, The- Board of Park Comm15510ners may

desagnate certaln employees as pollte officers ta. exercise pnllce

" powers w1th1n and adjacent to- the 1ands under the jurisdiction and

"ECentrol nf such ﬁoard - Befors - exerc131ng such power, such empldyees

'\'shall take an oath and give & bend to. the state in $uch sim:as’ the

- ;Bbard prescr1bes for the’ proper performance of thear dubles in .such |

Bt T U

.

' _reSpect. e

“ARTICLE 1V« - .-
“MEETENGS * .. . . .
'The“annual'meetiﬁg-of'¢ﬁé OHEEHSE

'}?§gf£iph;1j::ggnuﬁqueéﬁing.
AP
. I b



fTownshlp Park D1str1ct shall be’ helﬁ at the Chaster Tewnshlp Town
. Hall on the “third Thursday of January of each year at the hour’

&e51gnated in the wrltten notice therefor.

.,.-i - P \ P
Settioﬂ 2. Régul&f‘meetfﬁﬁ.' The regular meefing ar tne Cﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁr“””"*ﬁ*"~~

Townshlp Park Dlstrict shall be hal& at leasf bnce “each month at

the ChﬁstarThwnsh1p Town Hall at the hour JBSIgnated in the notice

___*_fg__thazeﬁng_;W£¢tten_neﬁace—éﬁrthﬂ—fegu%ar~meeﬁrng—fhar&ﬁmrwhﬁrrvered

- 3Sent1mm 3. Spec1al or emergency meeting. . ‘A special or emefgéncy

. to the Board of Park Cﬂmm1551oners by regular mail by’ the Secretary

;‘of the Bpard aof Park Cﬂmmlssioners at. lgast twenty- four (24) hours

in advAnce of. the rggular mmnthly meetlng.

R
]

e R —

.'meetlng of the Board of Park Commissioners may: be held at any time
';u@nh eéll of the Cha:rman or a magorlty of tha members: of the Board

"z?of Park Cnmm1551oners. Wrmtten notmce ‘of a. spacial meetlng -shall be-

- ?deilvered to the Board of Park Comm1551onars'by reguiﬁ?“mmil hy “the

-"-,(24) hdurs if advance of the special meeting:

,'_Sacretqry pf the Board of Park Comm15510ners at ‘least’ twentyﬂfouf
_However,.wrltten_nutice

”"is not,requlred for an emergency meetzng

1

. ISactloﬁ 4 Qunrnm.
"Llfar thé transact1bn of bus1ness at any meetxng of the- Board of ‘Park

A minigun of . two {2) mémbers constitute @ quorum

'?Cammlsi1oner5, ‘and a vote of twe (4] members present at the meeting

'3ushall he suff1c1ent for conduct. of” chestérTbﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁ“?urk"nrstr;ct

. i
:busmness

l

*

a, No contract of the Board of PaTk Comm1551oners
involving the expendlture ‘of noney’ shall becoma

effective until thﬁ.Gaaugaﬁ:County.Audltor .

Aprersz
R LR



b

disburse the 'Ft'.rnr?: of fhe_gmdﬂgf__llaqk

certifies thaf there are funds for the 4

Board of Park' Cumm1551on&rs in the custody

of the @sauga”f County Treasurer and other---

wise unapyrﬁﬁ?f@?éﬁ“ﬁﬁff%ﬁi&ﬁt“fﬁﬁpruwﬁﬁ?“4*“““""ﬂ"ﬁmm-

g he%efdr; .The -Auditor shaiI'iésuh 4 warrant

to the. Treasurer of aTigE R County to-

' Comm1551@ners upon oxder of the Board,

-evidenced by the-certxflcate of the Seaxetafy
"“in such ‘manner as. tha Bureau of’ Inspaction and

=Superv131cn of Publlc Qffices prescrlbes. The

accounts of the ‘Board shall also be kapt in the

manner to- be prascr;bed by the Bureau

'The Board of Park Gommlssloners may acqu;re
- Lands elther w;thln Qr wmthnutmiha‘chestex

-Townsth Park District for. the PuUrpoSes. and

" in the manper prescribed by Ohle RBVlSBd C@ﬁe

w111 requlre “a majorlty vnte of the Board

SBCtan 1545-1&" The-acqumslthn of such ‘land
The’

i

Board may also actapt donaticns of. money or other

- property, or may dct as trusteEs of land, money

oF" other property and use and admlnlster the same

LR E Py P,

‘as stmpulatad,by the domor or &8 prqvléed in the

: tiust agreemenﬁ, subject to approval of each’

'CQmm1551oners.

donation or trust by the GEauqam Couﬁty Prohate'

© Judge before acceptance by the’ Board of. Park

Aii‘xefls%? S
- Y



©. The Board of Park Commissioners may 'sell
T and dispose of Iand it has'écquifed'wnd-' '
whlch is not necessaty for the purposes

‘ for whx;h it W&&%Hﬁﬂﬂﬁ@ﬁ“Wﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁhﬁ“ﬂﬁpFﬂ%&%*h*MWH“M#w~

-

of the Geduqa County Probate Court as

prOV1de& in OhLo Rav1sed Code Section 1545.12..
The Board may also lease ‘ox permit the.use of

any ' of its lands for purpoSas not incan51stent

with the: purpases for “which such Tands were-

. acquired, and upen such terms as the Boaid.

deems advisable, -

d} Anyjcohtratt-for-thefpﬁréﬁasé.of ébbds,

[ S

employment of persannel and for servxces

'shall requlre a- majorlty vote of the Baard

Publ;c notmee of meetlngs AT meetlngs ot HHe Chester a

L --"séi:‘ti'oh 5.
L Townshlp Park District shall conform to the naiica réguirements
estahllshed by Ohio Revised Code Sectlon 12F0 22 (alsa known ‘ag

the fSunshlne Law"} as follows.. SRR .:.' i

f.i L AL A schedule of" the regular meetzngﬁof the
S Board, 1nclud1ng 1nformatlon as to. the
L » L tf_ . time and place, shall be posted on’ a

‘bulletin board Iocated in an axea access;yle m:;‘_m;";_

e LT B,

" to the public at’ the cheste;Townsth

Towt Hall, In tha evant of a ¢ancelation or-

change of a regularly scheduled meetzng date, C

the Board will make. every reasonable afﬁortT

| A‘T&ﬁﬁfséf L
B ¥



1nclud1ng the use’ of newspaper notice,

" to nctliy ali interested parties of such

change. The newémedia and persons

requestlng.direcﬁ nqtificétion-byitheﬂ

procedure .established by these rules.

shall. be. notified 1n&1v1dually of- Such

change as soon as possible.-

When'a speciﬁllmEefing'of'thé Board has
been scheduled notice of suych’ spec1a1
meetxng,1nelud1ng the 1nformat10n as to.

the time, place and “purpoge of the meet;ng,

shall be posted on tle’ public bulletln

-hoard .in the’ Chﬁster Townshlp Town Halll

- Notlce af such meeting shall be mazled to a1l -

.C.-

persens requestlpg suth notificatzon as pTO%'

vided By these rules. No ‘special’ meatlng

shall be held unless at least twenty»four (24)

..hours advan;e not1ca has Been given to the.

H&WSmEdL& tha't have requasted notlflcatlon,

'-except in the event of -an emergency requiring:

lzmmedlate off1c1a1 actlon. In the event of -

an emergency meeﬁzng,'the member’ or mesibers

calling such g Iﬁaet,iug,._slw_l.lﬁgmmedlatﬂl}’

Detify the newsmedia that have requested

notafication af the ‘time, . place and - purpose

of the meetlng

Any person may Tequest’ reasonaﬁle advance -.

’ime“i"s%! ) '.

A



N e— s

: notlficatlon ef all meetlngs of the Board
"' including m&lllng of the agenda of the
Mmeeting, if requested For this purpose

“such p&rsaﬂ‘ShﬁﬂlfﬁT@V%éﬂ*%héﬂB@ﬂ$dhw3fh AR

self-addressed and Stamped’ enVelope. In
the ¢ds& of a spec1a1 or emergency meetlng,

the Board.wnll ‘make ‘a reascnable effort to.

. sedtion "1
'fBaard of. Park Comm1351oners shall be respon51b1e for the- app01ntment

" Compittees and ‘the appointment §F" tﬁezr,memﬁafﬁT”““““““"m*" e

R |

notify such persons by telephone if & mailed
fotice will nof he' timely.. .’ L
"d.' Any persoén or new%medla deszrlng nctlflcatlon
.in accordance With ‘these rules shall notzfy
' the Bpard in writxng '
ﬁl. The mlnutes qf the regulara spec1al 0r

'emergency meetings of the Board shall be

-promptly re&er&eduandwapenw$m—iha_puhllc,H “.,; v

© . for inspection.
VERTICIEY -
N ‘COMMITTRES .
:Déﬁighqfidh of committee members. 'The'Chaifmén 0f -the

_-fof standlng committee members, and for the creatlon of special -

VAT b el nas s

-.Setﬁidn'Z : Standzn; committees. The Board’ of Park Commi$51oners

' shall act: as a commlttee of the whole for all stand:ng commlttees

ApEEN156
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o ARPICLE VI
*. .+ - RECORDS

Sectién 1. Custodlan of records. The Clerk/Secretary of the

1.

Cheﬁter TDWHS]’llp Park- Pistrict-shatt-be~the LubLUU.J.cUI. of-ald

Fal
VL™

"thé- records of the Board of Park Comm1551onerﬁ exaeptang Board

records which may properly -be in the custedy of the fiscal officer

-:'11ts proceedlngs..

-Sbcﬁion'z
'request to, the Secretary or flscal officer maycexammne the records

,.:Sectxon 1,
_" 'i—!r""_‘—l—
A vate of the Board of Park Commlssloners at & meetlng called for’

fthat purpase,

"shall complle and publish reports and 1nformat1@n relatang to the
: Park Distr¢ﬁt and other proceedings and functlnns of- the Board

" and shall keep an’ aecurate and- permanent publzc recurd of a1l of

.
..
ORI

Records avallable to public. Any persen upmn wrltten

-7fef ‘the Bnard of Park Comm15510ners if such requesﬁ 15 made at 1east

"SGVﬂnty1fW0 {72) hours In advante”uf“SHtﬁ“ﬁxamﬂhaTIhn“*““““*“"”*““"*

LG f' e L ETR eI

"

. ARTICLEWTI .
. RBPEAL AND AMENDMENT OF BY. LAws e
These, By Laws may ba repealed oxr amended hy a majorlty

s

. of the Board of Park ComM1551onerq Thﬂ*BQaid#ﬁi;ﬁﬁ%krﬁﬂmmiﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬂEEE—*r"
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December 16, 2010

Aftendees:
Roy Podojil . :
Terry Ries .
Melissa Pelimer, recording
Speclal Meeting
of tha . ¥

Russell Township Park Commiasion

Call to Order:

» The regular Decomber meeting of the Park Commission was cancelled due to inclement weather. A special
mesling was sunshined and held on Thursday morning, December 16, 2010. The meeling was called to order at

11:02 a.m.

Minutes:
¢ Metissa Palmer read the minutes from the November 8th mesfing. Moflon: Terry Ries made a motion to approve

the minutes of the November 8, 2010 minutes as presentet. Roy Podojft seconded the mation antf it passed. The
minutes were accepted and signed.

Qld Business: : )
e Future land acquisitlon: Mr. Podajii is taking the title paperwork, the September minutes authorlzing the
purchase, and a check to Lawyer's Titie Agency of Chardon, ltis expected that the purchase of the Alford property
on Sperry Road will be complete before the end of 2010. MOTION: Mr. Ries made the molion to authorize
spending up to $1,000.00 to cover the property tax expansas for the remainder of 2010 on the new Spanry Road
property. Mr. Padajll seconded the motion and it passed.

Russell Uplands Preserve : Mr. Chip Hess, of Hess Engineering, submitted a latter fo the Park Commissioners
indioating that he approved the payment of the invoice from Qhio Paving and Construction for the RUP drivaway
paving project. The commissioners Indicated that the fencing looked nice and the lower gate is installed.

Thank You to Mr. At Zack: M. Allan Zdck donated his time and labor to construct 2 waoden benches for
installation at the Russell Uplands Preserve. The Commissioners appreciate his generosity and talents. A check
was issued to Mr. Zack for materials for the banches,

Snowplowing: Mr. Rles will fook into having the RUP driveway snowplowed during the winter, The biggest nead
Is to clear the snow from the plows at Russell Road. Previously, an estimate was receivad for $100.00 per push.
That estimate was deemed too expensive, MOTION: Mr, Padujil made the motion to authorlze $500.00 for snow
plowing at the Russell Uplands Preserva. Mr. Ries seconded the motion and It passed.

ATV activity: A Geauga Park District Ranger will coordinate with Chief Carroll to walk the RUP looking for ATV

tfransgressors,

Now Business:
Reappointment of Roy Podolil: MOTION: Mr. Terry Riss made the motlon to reappoint Mr. Roy Podal]ll {o the
Russell Township Park Commission. Mr. Podojit seconded the motion and It passed. Mr, Podojll will appear
before Judge Henry for his official appolntment. Thank youto Mr. Podajil for agreeing to serve on the Park

Commission again. :
Public Official's Bond: The Public Official's bond for Mr.. Padoll) will be renewed for a three year term with

$25,000 coverage, The premium is $260.

2011 Meeting Schedule: MOTION: Mr. Roy Podajll made the motion the approve the 2011 meating schedule as
presented. Mr. Ries seconded the motion and it passed. The Park Commiasion will continue to mest on the
sacond Monday of each monih In the West Waaods Nature Center. Special meetings will ba held as necessary and
will be properly sunshined.

Publlc Officlals Liabllity renewal form: The renewal form was filled out,.signed, and returned to Mr. Sutton, of
Sutton Insurance Agency. Mr. Sutton will be in touch wilh the polioy after the holldays,

Necamber 2010 minntes adk
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« 2011 Purchase Orders: Temporary Purchase Orders for the beginning of 2011 were discussed. It was agread
that the Purchase Orders would remaln much the same as previous vears. Purchase orders for Bladas Inc will be

created so as jo make the job scheduting and bill paying simpler.

PO 20111 Secretarial Services $2,600
PO 2011-2 Office Supplias $2560
PO 2011-3 Mileage Relmbursement $200
PO 2011-4 Legal Ad's $1,000
PO 2011-5 Fees, Geauge County Auditor $4,000

- PO 20116 Fees, State Audit - $6,000
PO 2011-7 Public Officlal Bonds . $860
PO 2011-8 Liability Ingurance _ $1,800
PQ 2011-9 Professional Englnsering Services $3,000 .
PO 2011-10  Park improvements & trafiwork $5,000
PO 2011-11  Hardware supplies & light equipment  $500
PC 201112  RUP entrance improvements $10,000
PO 2011-13  Park & Hall Field malntenance & mow  $5,000
PO 2011-14 - Snowplow service $600

PO 2011~-16  Property tax expenses for Sperry Rd ~ $1,000
MOTION: Mr. Ries made the motion to approve Purchase Orders for 2011 as presented. Mr, Padojil seconded the

motlon and it passecl. '
2011 Temporary Appropriations: A resolution Is required to provide for the current expenses and the other
expenditures of the Park Commission during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2011. MOTION: Mr. Ries made
the motion to accept the Resolution for 2011 Temporary Appropriations. Mr. Podojil seconded the motion and it

passed, ‘

Fi ial Re Signings:

Mr. Ries signed the bank statements.
Wareant & Ck 888 in the amount of $200.00 to Melissa Palmer for October Secretarial (from PO#R12 )

Warrant & Ck 889 in the amount of $34.,95 to Excal Printing for the RUP project info sign (from Blanket#2)
Warrant & Ck 890 in the amount of $9,975.82 to Lawyer's Title Agenoy of Chardon for land acquisition closing

(from PO#27)

Warrant & Ck 891 in the amount of $260.00 to Sutton Insurance for the Podojll Public Officlal’s bond (from PO#7)
« Warrant & Ck 892 in the amount of $50,888.48 to Ohio Paving & Construction for the RUP driveway paving project
{from PO#24) : '

Purchase Order 2010-30 for $500.00 to Custom Cut Landscape LLG for snowplow services (P30)

Purchase Order 2010-31 for $1,000 to Geauga County for property tax expenses for Sperry Rd (P10)

L4
L]

Adjournment;

s The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by: MA Approved by: A

¢! Neramber 200106 minnter ad
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January 10, 2011

Attentinas:

Rov Podoill .

Sandy Slegler ,

Maltasa Palmer. recording
Regular Mesting
. nf the +
Russell Towashlp Park Commigsion
Call to Order:

* The meeting was called fo order at 7:02 p:m.

Organiza 1D :
+ The Russell Township Park Commission secretary catled for nominations for Chairman for the year 2011. Mr.

Slegler nominated Mr. Podofil for Chairman of the Russell Township Park Commission, Mr. Podojil seconded the

nomination and it passad. )
Mr. Podolit nominated Mr. Siegler for Vice-Chairman of the Russell Township Park Commission for the year 2011.

Mr. Slegler ssconded the nomination and it passed,
Mr. Siegler nominated Mr. Riss for Fiscal Officer of the Ruasell Townghip Park-Commission for the year 2011, Mr.

Podojil ssconded the nomination and it passed.

Minutes: N _ o L
¢ The reading of the minutes from the special meating held on December 18, 2010 was waived as Mr, Ries is

ahsant, .

Old Business: -
= Snowplowing: Mr. Podojil nofed that the RUP had bean plowad a couple of times. Ha is slightly concerned that

the snow was pushed In front of the emergency gate. Mr. Siegler asked if the snow was going to plowed every

time it accumulated to two inches, He indicated that he does not want it plowed that often.

RUP sign & entrance design: Mr, Siegler would like a visible wooden sign similar to the Affelder’s sign on Route

306-or llke the other Geauga Park District signs. They are not gaudy or ostentatious. He Is also interested in

-placing stone piliars near the entrance gata of the RUP. Mr. Padajil is interested in adding some split rait fencing to

the entrance way. The BZA will have to be consulied for sign size., :

e Sperry Road property: The 4.89 acre Sparry Road property, formerly the Alford property, was added to the RTRC
portfollo. The tifle fransferred on Decembar 17, 2010.

New Business:
« Levy Committes: Discussion was held concerning potential members of the levy committes. The exact wording

is néeded for the resolution and renewal levy. _
e 2011 Purchase Orders; MOTION: Mt Slegler made the motion to approve the 2011 Purchase Orders as wrltten

below. Mr. Podojil seconded the motion and it passed.

PO 20111 Secretarial Services $2,600
PO 20112 Office Supplies $250
PO 2011-3 Mileage Reimbursement $200
PO2011-4  LegalAd's $1,000
PO 20115 Fees, Geauga County Auditor $4,000
PO 2011-6 Fees, State Audit 6,000
PQ 2011-7 Public Officlal Bonds $850
PO 2011-8 Liability insurance _ $1,800
PO 20119 Profasslional Englneering Services $3,000
PO 201110  Park Improvements & trallwork $5,000
PO 201111 Hardware supplies & equipment $500

Tannarv 2011 minntas ol
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PO 201112  RUP entrance improvements $10,000
PO2011-13  Park & Hall Fleld maintenance & mow  $5,000
PO2011-14  Snowplow service $500
PO 2011-15  Property tax expensss for Sperry Rd ~ $1,000
MOTION: Mr. Rles made the motion to approve Purchase Ordars for 2011 as presented. Mr Podojil seconded the

motion and it passed.

Iy F 0 ings:
e The bank statements will be presented when Mr, Rles Is able to review them.
Warrant & Ck 803 In the amount of $2,378.75 to Hess Engineering for professional engineering sarvlces {from.
PO#2010-24) (signed & malled on December 23, 2010)
Warrant.&.Ck-824 In the amount of $200.00 to Mellssa Palmer for January. Sacretarial {from PO#1)
Warrant & Ck 805 in the amount of $500.00 fo Sutton Insurance for the Generaf Liability insurance (from PO#8)
Warrant & Ck 896 In the amount of $1,025.00.00 to Sufton Insurance for Public Officials Llabﬂlty thsurancs (from

PO48)

s
»
*

[1] nf:
* The meeting was adjoumed at 7:45 p.m,

Respecifully submitted by: 'Z%MM@__ Approved by ///

¥ Tanuare 2011 minntas adt

AfEEns



9€ Xpuaddy

Apx, 144

O LIGTHXA




28 xipuaddy

Apx, 145

L6'616'1 468 86'920'8% 69'89E'0ELS 0SBy 1Tt LB'618°1268 £L02HLD
26'8£5'2463 00'5EZ'LS 54'840'08 i67290'eE14 89°220'088% TOELYRLES ELOTIES
reore'iosd 00°005% 8¥'840'8% iriose'aets 86°106'£ 188 Ye'ove'Z968 ' SLOTIOENY
£0V/8'7068 000528 T Eleip'ss 82'59g'9818 189’8108 £OPTL'C068  TLOTILEME
82'¢Ly'BERE Bl 210'98 £FROgELS £5020'66.2$ 6CCTIY'606¢ £LOZIBEIZ0
96°0v0'9/8% 00052 22410'9% vozoe'gele LG8 Le1s §6'082'948¢ ELOZ/LE/

. IYUNOrHSVYO MOV v LODVIO MY OIHOWVIS  ONIAVS NOLONINH 3O NOLONINH  STelol )

€102 SAONYIVE HEVD




8€ XIpuaddy

Apx. 146

Tt605e8 [000 o5 o T

I X | S T I T 6616125 R ] e o
o8

e T S Lo o)
fooss

7) 0 oL T T e (T

Ez0 . T Bl R T )
ZFE . iz | Teemw uoy FOZI0LD
rLTeE : PR AN AT
Tov ) ]
0L Lmﬂé ] GIOHS

ovoET | ~[etor SBIBSAN U0 IE L 0TI
- . o0Er (DT SIE) UHE SepEIE[EY0ZI0NE
. 00097 |~ oot e ST

aQueleg

£10T [PUINOM* Usey UOISSILIOT Hied




EXHIBIT D

APPREIHP



Russell Tawnshlp Park-Commiasion
P.0. Hox §22:
Novelly, OH 44072

‘Recélvedof.  Gealiga County:Auditor

" For  Public Lib Fund.

cAceointTyge . __ Description

e ORBIBNNG___ PuBliG Eit Fuinid
Conservalion:

Recelpt Nurbar: 1 -2013

Dite: 1/15/2013

$373.29:
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2013 p
Payin Code <9013

Payin Amount. $249.627.64
X:44% : 1,097.92 allocated to Parks

248,429.72

. Dater 1/9/2013
Distributiofs fs directly from Pabllbﬁbraryfmﬂ' 9013-999-000-998
Vendor# % Allocated - Amount:

Geauiga Libiary 1698  85.81614889% 213,192.62
Burton Library 552 14.18385129 | 35,236.90
Tﬁ'ﬁiﬁpfs‘.nn Park ' 4543 ‘ 32:00% | 351.34
Russéll Park 4(;20: 34.00% 37329

Chester Park 763 34.00% T 373.29

TOTAL . L

Prepared by Bev.Sustar
DeputyAuditor

[

Flisi. PUBLIC TTBRARY FUND xlax
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TO:

e —————
@ i A ?‘\5 el ""‘,;!'V Al LI {".‘);.‘é ‘:ii },! I3 e L i _"J X mdun
General Lablly Insurancs 600,00

| Rereby-certfy fhat s mofey réqulted for the paymant of thé abiove obligation I the &iim of B0/ at the
lime of maklng of auch: conlract or-ordar; and-at the.time of the:execulion of suich: cerliﬂcale. was lawlully '

approfiriatad for such purpose-and Was In the tigasiiry of in the. process of ‘collection t he crédit of an

{Rev.Code, Sec. 5705.41)

appropriate fund free from.any. previous encumbrances.

AfPEyS2



INVOICE

Agency: \

. H: SUTTON INSURANCE AGENCY, ING. 330-562:6145 - -

330-562-6146 Invéice NG.EN _ ’1237‘

AURORA, OH 44202 suitonins@windstream.ne Account No.:

Polioy No..  TRA3685015

Insured: ' o Policy Type.:

RUSSELL TOWNSHIP PARK COMMISSION

Company:  WESTFIELDINS CO

PO BOX 622 Effective Date; 011913

|Expiration Date; 01/19/14

NOVELTY OH 44072

Policy Doscnpllon { Endorsements and Payments

'COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILlTY

Amount

60000 |

.Endorsement
Payment

T0.00

0,00
0,00
0.00
0,00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
6.00

Morlgagee:

Coimments

Balance:

$500,00

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO! SUTTON INSURANCE
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS:

clitbelow on dotted line and feturn Insured Copy

—

Pollcy Number B | Policy Perlod

Insured:

TRA 3685016 0119113

011914

RUSSELL TOWNSHIP PARK COMMISSION
PO BOX 622 \

Invelce:
' Date:

Agency:
Balange:

NOVELTY OH 44072

£, H. SUTTON INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
P.O..BOX 271 :

Account:

1237
12127112
$600.00

AURORA, OH 44202

5

Indicate Amount Paid
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RESOLUTION NO.: 2013-010 LAKE METROPARKS
INTRODUCED BY: Mr. Eckart CONCORD, OHIO

A Resolution of the Board of Park Commissioners of Lake Metroparks to approve
the Board of Park Commissioners Performance Metrics, as attached,
Seconded by: Mr. Polivka
Ayes: 2

Nays: 1
Passed; by majority

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
LAKE METROPARKS

LAt

Tank J, / iigka
f Preside

ATTEST:

I hereby certify the foregoing to be'a trre and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the
Board of Park Commissioners of Lake Metropatks of the State of Ohio on the 18" day of

Septembes 2013,
/Pl B, Pilfigyi V
Bxecuéve Directl '

Aprenss
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'BY RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LAKE METROPARKS IS
HEREBY ESTABLISHED THE FOLLOWING PERFORMANCE METRICS ARE FOR
EMPLOYEES, VOLUNTEERS, ASSOCIATES AND BOARD MEMBERS.

To conserve and preserve the natural resources of Lake County while providing a variety of safe,
affordable and enjoyab_l_e educational and recreational programs and activities that enhance the
quality of life in Lake County now and for the generations to follow.

" COOPERATION

The Lake Metropatks will provide a leadership role in cooperation with other public and private
agencies and private landowners to preserve significant natural, historic, and cultural areas to
enhance the quality of life within the Northeast Ohio region.

OPERATIONS

Lake Metropatks will operate the Parks in a manner that enhanices the public enjoyment,
awareness, and understanding of natural, historio, and cultural areas, while faithfully preserving
and protecting for posterity the parks in as natural a state as possible,

GOVERNING STYLE

The Board will approach its task with a style which emphasizes strategic leadership more than
administrative detail; clear distinction of Board and staff roles; an eye toward the future rather
than the past or present; and be proactive rather than reactive. In this spirit, the Board will:

1. Involve itself primarily with the intended long-term goals of the organization,
rather than with the adinistrative or programmatic means of attaining those

goals.
2. Direct, control, and inspire the organization through careful deliberation and

establishment of policies.

3 Enforce upon itself appropriate direction as needed to govern with excellence.
Discipline will apply to attendance, policy making principles, respect for clavified
roles, speaking with onie voice, and self-policing of tendencies to siray from
rigorous governance.

- APEISE




Ensure that no Commissioneér shall participate in the consideration of, or the
voting on, any contract with the Board, or on any project for which the Board may
approve funding, in which a Commissioner, a meraber of his or her immediate
family; or any of his or hier business associates has a financial interest. No
Commissioner shall be permitted to realize any personal financial benefit, ditectly
or indirectly, fom any project funds approved by the Board or fiom any coniract
with the Board except that this prohibition shall not apply to contracts providing
for goods ot setvices unobtainable elsewhere for the same or lower cost, and
where the transaction is conducted gt-arm’s length with full disclosure of the
interest or benefit to the Board, anid where the Commissioner having such interest
does not participate in the deliberations or decisions of the Board,

A Commissioner shall disclose to the Board any membership or affiliation he or

she may have with any agency, organization, or other entity which submits to the Board any
project for funding or which proposes to contract with the Board for provision of goods or

setviges.

-
The provisions of this Section shall apply to projects, grants, and contracts when

the Board is a paity regardless of whether the finds in question are public funds or funds
received by the Board from private sources. :

5.

10.

11,

Be:accowitable to the general public for competent, conscientious, and effective

accomplishment of its obligations as a body.

Monitor and regularly discuss the Board’s own piocesses and performance.
Ensure the continuity of Board actions through some systematic freatment of its

own institutional memory,

Bean initiator of policy, not merely a reactor to staff initiatives, The Board, not
the staff, will be responsible for Board performance. :

Period_ically review the Bo_m'd-"s policy on which Board members communicate
ditectly with the public and/or media.

While recognizing that vigorous debate s healthy to the governing process the
Boatd shall be conscientious in presenting a unified vision to all community

stakeholders,

Aggressively seek, identify, and employ as our own approptiate Best Practices
found in similar Patks systems that will distinguish Lake Metroparks as one of the

nation's best,

Be respeotful to maintain the confidential nature of all Board deliberations in
Executive Session.

AfpReris?




12, Acknowledge the importance of the delegation of the Board’s authorlty fo the
Executive Director. To accomplish this and to promote accountability and
teamwork, individual Board membets shall refrain from direct contact concerning
matters of a management ot executive nature with subordinate staff and shail
direct their communications through the Executive Director uniless otherwise
agreed to, :

QARD JOB CONTRIBUTIO
The “job contribution” of the organization as & whole is to achieve its mission in ethical and
prudent ways. The job of the Board is to make certain contributions which lead the organization
toward achieving its goals. ‘The Board's own contributions are unique {0 its trusteeship role and
necessary for proper goverhance and management, Consequently, the “products” or job
contributions of the Board shall be:
L Functioning as the link between the organization-and the public.

2 Write governing policies which, at the highest levels, address:

A. “Results and Plorities” or organizational products, impacts, benefits, and
outcomes,

B. Carefully defining staff authority,

C. Insuring appropriate governance and oversight without meddlesome
intervention in operational activity.

D. Board-staff relationship.
3. The assutance of staff performance and proper evaluation of same.
4, Protection of all stakeholdey especially taxpayer interests,
5 The naming of parks, areas, and facilities.

6. Financial support of the Park District in its various fund raising activities,

DELEGATION TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Board job is generally confined to establishing topmost policies, leaving daily
implementation to the Executive Director. The Board shall establish such broad policies and
guidance as is necessary {o direct the Executive Director to achieve certain results. The
Executive Director shall act within acceptable boundarigs of prudence and ethics, All Board

AR5



“authorlty delegated to staff is delegated through the Executive Director, so that clear lines of
accountebility and predictability of management can be maintained, .

1,

The Executive Ditector is authorized to establish alt- administrative policies, make
all decisions, take atl-actions, and-develop all astivities-consistent with Board
policy. This does not provent the Board from obtaining information about
activities ini the delegated aress.

{
No individual Board member, officer, or commiitee has authority over the
Executive Director or the staff, No individual Board Member may direct or
instract individual staff members unless otherwise discussed with the Exeoutive
Director, Information and non-nlanagement mattets; of course, may be discussed
of requested by such patties, but if the Executive Director detevmines that such a
request involves an administrative, management, or policy decision it shall be
referred to the Board as a whole for disposition as the Board may deem
appropriate.

Acting within the blanket anthority granted in Section #1 above, the Executive
Director may not pecform, allow, or cause to be performed any aot which is
unlawful or insufficient to meet commonly accepted business and professional
ethics or the “prudent person” test, in violation of funding source requirements or
regulatory bodies, or contrary to explicit Board policy. '

Should the Executive Director violate a Boatd policy or have knowledge of such a
violation, she or he shall inform the Board as soon as practicable. Informing the
Board is simply to guarantee that no violation may intentionally be kept from the
Board and does not exempt the Executive Director from subsequent Board action,

The Executive Director is the only employee hired, disciplined, or fired by the
Board. The Executive Ditector is the only employes to whom the Board issues
direct instructions and upon whom the Board makes a performance evaluation,

RING DIRECT ERFE D

Monitoring Executive Director performance is synonymous with monitoring organizational
petformance. Monitoring will be as routine as possible.

1.

The purpose of monitoring is simply to determine the degree to which Board
policies ave being fulfilled by all employees of the District.

A given policy may be monitored i one of three ways:

A, Executive report: Disclosure to the Board of compliance information from
the Executive Director. '

Aprisy



External report: Discovery of compliance information by a disinterested,
external auditor, inspector, or-judge-who is selected by and reports directly
to the Board, Compatison of actual performance as contrasted with the
pursuit of p_reviously-i'de%ntiﬁed’.Best Practices is one example of seeking -

the highest standards and perforniances for the System.

Discovety of compliance information by the Board as a whole, Thisisa
dirvect inspection of organizational documents, activities, or clrcumstances,
which allows a “prudenit person® test of policy compliance.

The Board may monitor complisnce of any policy at any time by any of the above
methods, Routine monitoring, howevet, will cccur as follows:

A,

SrDoEmUow

Staff Treatment

Buidgeting

Financial Condition

Communication & Counsel

Emergency Executive Snccession

Asset Protection

Compensation and Benefits

Public Communications

Board Retationship with Volunteer Groups
Safety

STAFF EXPECTATIONS

With respect to freatment of paid and volunteer staff, the Executive Director may not cause or
allow conditions which are illegal, inhumane, unfair, or undignified. Accordingly, the Executive

Director may not:
1.
2,
3.
4,

Disctiminate among employees on any basis;

Fail to establish an affizmative action program;

Subject staff to unsafe or unlealthy conditions;

Withhold from staff a grievance procedure able to be used without bias,

Every staff must be assured that should they know, discover, or have reason to believe,

that there exists egregious activities of their superiots or others in position of authority

within the Patks System that they may speak directly with the Board of Commissionsts
or the Commissioners’ Legal Counsel,

ARG



BUDGETING

With respect to executing and planning fiscal operation, the Bxecutive Director may not
Jjeopardize either prograrumatic or fiscal integrity of thie organizZation. Accordingly, he or
she may not cause ~t allow budgeting or other financial comniitiments which:

L. Platts the expenditure from the general fund in any fiseal year of more
funds than ate-conservatively projected to be available in the year from:

a. Tax Levies

b, Local Government Allocation

C Gra!ﬁs

d. Interest

o. Operation receipts

f. Unencumbered prior year balances

2. Deviates materially from Board-stated and or approved priorities in the
allocation of funds for competing budgetary needs.

3. Postpones necded capital improvements and major niaintenance when a
balance is projected for the current year-end,

4, Budgets more operations than projected for current year revenues.

5 Exceeds Board approved budgeted expenditures for capital and/or
aperating expenses without prior Board approval,

6. Deviates from appropriate procurerient rules or guidelines estalslished by
the Board, the State of Ohio or generally accepted accounting principles.

AprErtiGP



FINANCIAL CONDITIQONS

With respect to the actual ongoiiig condition of the organization’s financial health, the Executive
Director may not cause or allow the development of fiscal jeopardy or loss of allocation
integrity. Accordingly, he or she may not:

- 1. Expend more funds than the sum of the funds received from taxes and other
revenue sources in the fiscal year to date, plus unencumbeted prior year balances,
plus Board approved bonds or bond anticipation notes.

2, Tndebt the organization in an aimount beyond the accounts payable.

3. Allow cash to drop below the amount needed for payroll and debt servicing in a
timely manner.

4. Allow actual allocations to deviate matevially from Board-stated and or approved
priorities. '

5. Engage in any form of ‘self-dealing’ where the use of District assets, information,
procurement practices, or any other activity involving the Park District may result
in personal benefits or the appearance of personal bepefits accruing to the
Executive Director.

COMMUNICATION AND COUNSE], TO THE BOARD

With respect to providing information and counsel to the Board, the Executive Director may not
causs or allow the Board to be uninformed or misinforined. Accordingly, he or she may not:

[, Let the Board be unaware of relevant trends, public events of the organization, or
material external of internal changes. Such changes in particular include changes
in the assumptions upon which any Board policy has been previously established
or events/accidents that could lead to significant public concern and/or media

attention.

2. Fail to submit appropriate or requested monitoring data in a timely, accurate, and
understandable fashion, directly addressing provisions of the Board policies being
motitored.

3 Fail to marshal as:many staff and external points of view, issues, and options as

needed for responsibly informed Board choices.
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ASSET PROTECTION

With j'espect to proper stewardship of the distriot’s assets, the Executive Director may not risk
losses beyond those necessary in the normal course of business. Accordingly, he or she may not:

1. Fail to insure against casualty and lability losses equivalent to standatds in
comparable organizations.

2, Allow only bonded personne! access to material amounts of funds.

3. Subject plant and equipment to improper wear and tear or insufficient
maintenange, '

4, Untiecessarily expose the organization, its Board, or its staff to ¢laims of liabi[it_y.

5. Meakeron his or I - own authority any purchase greater than the amounit as defined
by Article X of 1. By Laws,

COMPINSATION AND BENEFITS

With respect to employment, compensation and benefits to employees, consultants, contract
wotkers, and volunteers, the Executive Director may not cause or allow jeopardy to fiscal
integrity or public image. Accordingly, he or she may not:

L. Change his or her own compensation and benefits as established by the Board.

2. Establish any compensation and benefits schedule which:

A, Deviate materially from the geographic or professional matket for the
skills employed and the adopted pay scale created for valuing jobs and
their ranges of compensation,

B. Create obligations over a longer term than revenues can be safely
piojected.

3. Allow personnel records associated with compensation, benefits or petformance
to be shared with inappropriate individuals,

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

With respect to providing information to the public, the Executive Director shall utilize
information resources.to inform the Park Distiict’s constituency of regulations, program
- opportunities, or significant changes that would affect public use of Lake Metroparks.
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Ad_diti‘qﬁally, the Exceutive Director (or his designee) shall be the public spokesperson for the
Park District,
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Thé undersigned hereby acknowledges receipt of thie Regulations that deal with conflict of
interest. ' '

Dated:

Signature

Printed Nante

10
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RECEIPT
* The undersigned herchy acliowledges receipt of the Regulations that deal with conflict of
interest.
Dated:

Sigalatlir!e

Printed Nam_e;

DUPLICATE A
Please keep this copy for your records

11
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Chester Totonship

| Fatiuied 1801 .‘

12701 CHILLICOTHE ROAD CHESTERLAND, OMIO 44026
3 (d0) 1207083

FAX (440) 7293679

FISCAL OFFICER BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Cralg§: Rightor ‘Wil Bid Kiiirioy

' Mioheel J, Patruztollo
Ken Radtke; Ir.

Aprlt 1, 2014

Park Commissloner Lance Yandalt

Patk Cominisslatier foseph Walss, Jr,
ParkCornmlssloner Clay Lawrance

Park Board Adminstrative Assistaiit Peggy Vitale
Chiester Township Park Board

. 12701 Chillicothe Rosd

Chasterland; OH 44026

SUBJECT! Furiding of the Chester Park Board
‘Dear Park-Commissionars:

In no way shape or form'do we, the Board of Trustees, wish to hinder the operations of the Park Boaid
or yotit-ability to maintaln the usage of the.Park for thls sgason. Inlight of the fact that there s a
nending investigation belng done by the nawly appoliited Master Commissionar fby‘ Probﬁte;‘ludgé
Grenidell, It is my-recommendation that it wouild be best to procead ln'theffbllowmg anner for funding,
should-the Board of Trustaes pass a motion at-theirApHl 3, 2014 meeting to adopt the procedure;

*  Once you have Identifled a project and obtalhed quotes, you will nead to-provide to the. Board
of Trustees a copy of the Hiation that-you have passed to Include the.project description, along
(Wi,th*t‘hé\quote_s-th:at-have been racelved,

¢  Atthat time the Board of Trustees wiil make a motlon for such funding and I approved by the
Trustees, a distribution for the funds will be mada to the Park Board for this specific projact,
“The Park Board wiif pay the bills as they coma:ti,

¢ Forexample, the Park landscapling bld that was Just quoted; a bid In the amount of $12,800 15
the one thatyou have chosen. A motlon to approve the funding wiii bie on the Board of
Trustees’ agenida, and if passed by the Trustees, the funds will be-appropriated. The Park Board
will use these fiinds for thist specific purchase order, and all payments wiltbe pald by the Park
Boatd.
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April 1, 2024
SUBJECT: Funding of the Park Board
Page 2

¢ Whena riew projéct Is-ready to.start, the Board of Trustees will need coples of the Park Board
motlon for such expenditure; and-all quotes associated to the expenditure, Onhce these are
presented to:the Board of Trustees, we will make a motlon to make distributions to the Rark
District, which means that whatever funds the Park Board needs will be distributed as: neaded
onee approved by this:Board of Trustees. The ParkBoard will iake tha paymets from its
checking account,

*  Asfor having any-maetings concerning the relationship betwean the Park Board and Trustees as
reguested In.an emall fram Laice:Yandell, this will he. hitt 6 hold aind the communications
hiatweeii both parties will rerain as wa had agreed ugon, with all Information or
coramunications betwaen Mr. Joe Welss and.me,

Ongce the flnal report is completed by the Master Gommissloner; the Board of Trustees will then review
the findings and proceed with whatever actions are recommerided;

Should-you have dny quastions.or concerns, please fes! free to cantact ma.

Respeactfully,

Wichael). Petrizlello
Chester TownshipBoard of Trustees

Cc: Honorshle Probate Judge Tim Grendell
Chaster Trustee Ken Radtke
Chiester Trustee Ward Kinney
Fiscal Officer Cralg Rlchter
Master Park Commissioner Mary Jane Trapp
County Prosecutor Bridey Mathéney
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
'PROBATE/JUVENILE DIVISION
GEAUGA COUNTY

TIMOTHY.J: GRENDELL —-,.IUPGE‘
| Pl
‘Cojrtliouso Annex, 2°% Blooy
231:Maln Street, Sults 200
Chardon, Ohlo 44024
Vo (-279-1830

P Probation: 440285+5028 @fff-"'ﬂ'i.s:fu;;ﬁ __

‘i Courls 440:285-8751

Aptil 3,2014

Trostée Ward Kinney
Trustee Mike Petruziello.
Trustes Kén Radtke
Chester Township Trustees
12701 Chillicothe Road
Chesterlaid OH 44026

KB Chester Township Park Distrlet

Dear Chester Township Trustees:

It has corme to my attetion that you have placed an item on. your agetida for tonight's meeting

tiiat wonld enthiorlze the hiting of temporary help in the Road Department 1o, in part, provide
restroom cleaning, trash receptasle erplying; and playground, paik facilities; and general-patk
matfitenance. The: proposed resolution states “The work will be done on an as-hceded basis
between fhemonths of Apsil and:October 2014.”

While the Township Trustees certainly have the logal authorlty to hite einployess for the
Towiiship’s Road Department, the Trustees have no legal authority over the tnaintenance and
opetation of the townshtp park; that inoludes ro auithiority over maintenance.of the pak factlitios
and playgiound-equipment,

Ag you know, the township park distriet ié @ body politlo and cotporate. See R.C: 1545.07.
The park disteiot board, as the governing body of the park district, has exolusive authority over

the maintenance and opetation of the-park distriét’s properties and fucilities, including, without
littiltation playground squipment.
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With. this i mind, X hope thit you will reconsider and temove the uliea vises portlon of yoir

 bropoged rosolution (i the portion dealinig with the township park) so that your action composts

with-Ohlo law, Such cotréctive aotion will avoid the nead for any judioial involvement to assuo
compliancg with Oblo Jaw and provent anlawful interference with the authorlty of the pack

disteet,

Youir onsideration is warranted and:appreciated,

Judge Tirubjfly J. Grendell
ce:  Bridey Matheney, Assistant Proseeutor ) |

Craig Richtey; Township Fiseal Officer
Chester Township Park Board
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BY LAWS

. 'CHESTER_TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT

" 'BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

POWERS AND PURPOSE

Section 1. Dlowers. The Board of Park Commissioners of the Chester

Township Park District shall possess all of the powers and shiall be

subject to all of the responsibilities conferred on it by Chapter

1545 of thé;dﬁid'RGVised Code,

‘Séﬁtiqn;;, Pufpose. The purposeés and duties of the Board of Park

Commissioners of the Chester Township Park District shall be as

follows: |

.

To review and study the recreation

needs of the community at large.

To develop recreational facilities on

all lands under its jurisdiction and control.
To promulate rules and regulations pursuant
to Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.09 as the

Board deenms advisable for the preservation of

_good order within and adjacent to parks and.
reservations of land, and for the protection

- and preservation of the parks, parkways and

other reservatiéqs of ldand under its jurisdic-
tion\andJCOntrol, and of preperty and natural
life therein. The Board shall also adopt

rules establishing a procedure for contracting

for professional, technical, consulting and
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other special sérvices, The tules and

reguldtions provided hérein shall be
published as provided in the case of
ordinances or municipal corporations
before taking effsct.

d. To review annﬁally the recreational needs
of the community, and to implement any
necessary and practical changeslin the
use of and facilities on the lands so as

. to assure that the récreational needs Of
the community continue to be met as fully

ag possible,

sARTIQLESTj
ORGANIZATION

Section 1. Membership; The Board of Park Commissioners for the

Chester Township Park Districp shall consist of the three (3)
members appointed by the Geauga  County Probate Judge ‘pursunant
to the provisions of DhioiRevisedlche.Sectidn 1545.05 and the
Geauga Gouhty Auditot and Tregsuref,;as ex-officio members,

pursuant to the provisions of Ohioe Revised Code Section-1545.22,

Section 2, Term of office. The origindl three (3) park commissioners
appointed by the Geaugah'GQUnty Probéte Judge shall take office
immediately and their respective terms shall expire one (1), two

(2) and three (3) years from the first day of January,.1985.
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Thereafter, the succéssors to each expiring term of Park Commissioner

shall be appointed by the Geauga . Couiity Probate Judge for a ternm
of three (3) years, subject to taking an oath of office and providing
a bond te the .Geauga ' Cotnty Auditor for the-faiﬁhfdl performance

of the duties of the office in the suim of §$5,000.00.

Sgcﬁion 3. Service Withqgt GOmpensatiQn! A11 Park Commissioneérs
shall serve without coipensation, but shall be allowed their actual

and nécessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties,

Section 4. Removal and vacancy. Any Park Commissioner may be

removed at the discretion of the Geauqa.f County Probate Judge as
provided in Ohic Revised Code Section 1545.06. In the case of
refoval or in the case of a vacancy occurriig foir any othgr reason,
such vacancy shall be filled by the Geaurya . County Probate Judge

by appointment for the unexpired term.

Séction 5. Reappointment3 Any member of the Board of Park

Comnissioners may be reappointed at the end of his term of service,

if the Eeadﬁa‘ County Probate Judge makes such reappointment.

%

ARTICLE TI1

Section 1. Designation of 6£ficers. The officers of the Chester’

Township Park District shall be gléﬁted_By members of the Board of
Park Commissioners and shall be as follows:
a, Chairman. The.CHaifman shall preside at all
meetings, shall sign all documents authorized
by the Board of Park Commissioners, shall make

AT



. Séttion Zr

all committee assignments, shall be responsible -

for all 1eporte required by 1aw, and generally

perform all dutles 1ncxdent to such offlce.

Clerk/Secretary. The Glerk/Secretaiy shall keep

an aceurateé record of all meetings of the Board
of Park ‘Commissioners whether regular, special
OT eMErgency. He shall give all notices
required by law and all notices required by

the By Laws of the Chesteir Township Park

‘District, Heé shall perform such duties as may

be required by the Chairman or other members
of the Board of Pérk Commissioners. At the
expiration of his term of office, he shall
deliver all books, papers or property of the
Chestar Township Park Distric£ to the Chairman,
or.his SUCCESSOT .

Such other officers as may be necessary for the
efficient conduct of the activities of the

Chester Township Park District.

‘Electibn‘of dfficers. The election of officers shall be-

at a special.nesting called £o1 that‘purposew

for the nominees to the tespective offices.,

held at the annual meeting of the Cliester Townsh1p Paik District or

The electlon shall be

by a majority vote of the members of the Board of Park Commissioners

Bélloting shall continue

until a majority vote is ebtainéd £rom the wmembeérs for each office.

APRTeP



Sgction 3. ELmployment of other persons: and purchase of goods. - The

Boandvofrﬂark,COmmissioners may employ a secretary and such other
eliployees as are necessary in the performance of the powers conferred
on the Board by Chapter 1545 of the Ohio Revised Code for the purpose
of aecquiring, planning, developing, protecting, maintaining and
improving lands and facilities thereon under Ohio Revised Code
Sectdion 1545.11 and for other  types of assistance which it finds
necessary. In caTrying out its duties, the Board of Park Commission=
ers may hire and contract for professional, technical, consulting

and other special sgrvicas and-mayﬂpurchése gpods. In procuring

any gopds; the Boatd shall comtract as a4 contracting authority under
Ohio Revised.Code Section 307.86 t@.307;90.inc1usive, to the same
extent and with the same limitations as a Board of County Commission=
ers. In procuring services, the Board shall contract in the manner
and under procedures established by the By Laws of the Board as

required under Qhio Revised Code Section 1545,09.

Section 4. Police powers. The Board of Park Commissioners may’

designate certain emﬁIOyees ds police officers to exercise police
powers within and adjacent to thé lands under the jurisdiction and
control of such Board. MBefore exercising such power, such employees
shall take an oath and give a bond to the state in such sum .as the

Board prescribes for the proper performance of their duties in such

respect.

ARTECLE 1V
o “MBETINGS
Section 1. Annual meeting. The annual meeting of the Chegter
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Township Pafk District shall be held at the.CheSteﬁ-wanship TOWH

Hall on the third Thursday of January of each year at the hour

designated in thé written notice therefor.

Section 2. Regular meeting. The regular méeting of the Chester

Towﬁshiﬁ‘Park-Disfrict.shall be held at least once each ménth at

thﬁ .Chester Township Town Hall at the hour designated in the'nﬂtieg
therefor. Written notice of the regular meeting shall be delivemeé
to the Board of Park Commissioners by‘rggulaf'mail hy thé Secretary
of the Board of Park Commissioners at least twenty-four (24) hours

in advance of the regular monthly meetlng.

Section 3, SpeCiﬁl;dr emergency meeting. A special or emergency

meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners may be held at any time
upon call'cf the Chairman or a majority of thé menmbers of the Board
of Park Commissionmers. Written notice of a special meeting shall be
delivered to the Board of Park Commissioners by regular mail by the
Secretary of the Board of Park Com@issioﬁers at least twenty-four
(24) hours in advance of thé special meeting, However, written riotice

is not required for an emergency meeting.

Section 4. Quorum, A minimum of two (2) members constitute a quorum

for theé transaction of businesﬁ at any meeéting of the Board of Park

Commissioners, and a vote.of tﬁo (2)-meﬁbers‘present at the meeting
shall be sﬁfficient for conduct of mChesterT@wﬁship Park District
business. '

a. No contract of the Board of Park GommiSsioﬁﬁrs
involving the expenditure of money shall becoﬁe

effective until the .Geauga - County Auditor
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certifies that therc afe funds for the

Board of Park Commissioners in the cusmody

of the Beauga County Treasurer and other-

wise Qnapprapriated sufficient ta provide
thérefor., The Auditor shall issue a warrant

to the Treasurer'of_geagga . County to

disburse the funds of the Board of Park
Commissioners upoh order of the Board,
evidenced by the certificate of the Secretary

in such manner as the Bureau of Inspection and
Supervision of Public 0ffices prescribes. -The
accounts of the Board shall also be kept in the
manner to be preésciibed by the Bureau.

The Board of Park Commissioners may acquire
1an&s githe? within or without the cheéster
Township Park District for the purpeses and

in the manner prescribed by dhio ReyiSeﬁ Code
Section 1545.11. The acquisition of such land
will tequire a majority vote of the Board. The
Board méy also accept dbngﬁions of méney er other
properf&, or may act as trustees of land, money
or other property and uge and administer the same
_'as-stipﬁlated by the donor or as provided in the
trust agreement, subjedt to approval of each
dqnafion.or trust By the Geaﬁga.; County Probate
Judge before acceptance by the Board of Park

Commissioners,

AP IBH




¢. The Board of Park Comwissioners may sell

and dispose of land it has acquired and
which is not necessary for'the'purposqs
for which it was acquired Wwith the approval
of the . Geauuh CQUH£Y'Pr0bate‘CQuTt as
provided in Ohio Revised Codé Section 1545.12.
The Boatrd may also lease or permit the use of
any of ‘its lands for purposes not inconsistent
with the purposes for which such lands were:
aequired, and upon such terms as the Board
deems. advisable,

d. Any GOntraét for the purchase of goods,
employment of persomnel and for services

shall require a majority vote of the Board.

Section 5, Public,goticelgf meetings, Ail meetings of the Chestar

Township, Park District shall conform to the natice reéquiremernits
established by Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22 (alse known as
the "Sunshine Law") as fo'l-lowls: | .
a. A schedule of the regular meetings of the
Board, in#ldding'ihformatidn as to the
time.and plapé,'shall be posted on a
bulletin bOarallocated in an area accessible
to the public at éhe 'cheste}Township '
Town Hall, In'the eVent_of a cancelation or
change of a regularlf'gcheduled meeting date,

the Board will make every reasonable effort,
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including the use of newspaper notice,

to notify all interested parties of such
change, The newsmedia and persons

requesting direct notification by the
procedure established by these rules. -
shall be notified individually of such

thange as soon as pos 'S'-'i?-bfl e.

When a special meeting of the Board has

been scheduled, notice of such special
MQéting,inclﬁdiﬁg the information as to

the time, place éna,purpose of the meeting,
shall Be postéd on the public bulletin

hoard in the chesteyr Township Town Hall,
Notice of such meeting shall be mailed to all
persons requesting such notification as pro-
vided By these rules., No special meeting
shall be Held unless at least tiwenty-four (24)
hours .advance noiiée,has.Been given to the

newsmedia that have requested notification,

‘except in the event of an emergency requiring

: imﬁ@dﬁate official action. In ‘the event of

an emergency meeting, the member or members

~calling such a meeting, shall immediately

notify the newsmedia that have requested
notification of the time, place and purpose
of the meeting.

Any person may request reasonable advance

APEISY




notification of all meetings of the Boatd

iHCJuding'méiling of the agendﬁ of the
meeting, if requested., For this purpose

such person shall provide the Bo#rd with a
self-addressed and stanped envelope. IN

the case of a special or emergency meeting,
the Board will make a reasonable effort to
notify such persons by telephone iﬁ’aHmaiied .
notice will pot be timely.

d. Any person or newsmedia desiring notification
in accordance with these tulés shall notify
the Board in writing.

e. The minutes of the regular; special or
gmergency meetings of the Board'shail be
promptly recorded and open to the public

for inspectiom.

“ ARTICLE' V
- COMMITTBES

Section 1. Designation of committee members. The Chairman of the

“Board of Park Commissioners s$hall be responsible for the appointment

of standing committee members, and for the creation of special

committees and the dappointiment of tleir wmembers.

Section 2. Standing committees. The Board of Park Commissioners

shall act as a committee of the whole for all standing committees.,

APREI83




ARTICLE VI

Custodian of records., The Clerk/Secretary of ‘the

Chester Township Park District shall be the custodian Qf\ﬂll of

the records of the Board of Pdark Commissioners exceptiig Board
records which may properly be in the custody of the fiscal officer
of the Board of Park Commissioners. The Board of Park Commissioners
shall compile dand publish reports and information relating to the
Park Distriot and other proceedings and functions of the Bodrd,

and shall keep an accurate and permanent public record of all of

its proceedings,

Segtion 2. Records available to public. Any. person upon written

request to the Secretary or fiscal officer may examine the records
of “the Board of Park Commissioners if such request is made at least

seventy-two (72) houfs in advance of such examination.

" ARTIGLEVIT

“REPEAL AND AMENDMENT OF BY LAWS

Section 1, These By Laws may be repealed or amended by a maioritj“

vote of the Board of Park Commissioners at & meeting called for

that purpose,
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| Board of Park

! Township {Trustees} and, the Board of Commissioners of the Chester

.Chester fownship and thé public.

- Commissionexs may enter’ 1nto agreements. wit

- lands.

| ndtient improvenents oqﬁgaéd %Frks ©f park lands w1thout prioy writy

of permanent improvements, The Commissioners agree that tha:Hs

AGREBMENT

WHEREAS; the Board. of Township Trustees of chester Township
have the authority and réBponaibility to opérate and mailfntain park
lands within Chester Tovwnsghipj dnd,

WHERBEAS, thé Cou¥t L Coninoh Pleas of Geauga CounLy, Ohio,

has approved the formation of ‘a park dis
o = g i Son

sontaln 411 Park lands within
WHFREAS, Ohio Revige
trdet w1th
E the ol 111 o part. of said park
irig,. im oving, and proteotlng said park

NOW, "THEREFORE, the Board of Township Trustees of Chester
Township Park District (Commissionexrs} agree as follows:

1, The Commissioners -shall assume control of all patks. and
park lands owned by Chéster Township and the Board of Tavwhship
Prusteas of Chester Township QOmmencing APril 5 4 1985, and
continu:.ng for a periad of _ohe. years., .

2+ The Cominissloners: .shall use, ‘Opérate, maintain, developr
impxove and protect said park lands £ he purpose of providing
vé i s to the residents of

3. ‘Subjegt to- the prior approval of the Trustees; the
:other political sub-
blViSlonS includ;ng, But not 1imiked to; the West Gaauga Loeal
School District, the West Geauga Recrestion District, and. Geauga
County for: the use and operation of the subject parks and park’

4. The Gomnissiners shall not donstiuct or alter ahy per-~

ten approval £rom. the A1l plans, specifications and drav-
11 Beé submittad by the Conmissioners to the §£§9§t least
Y days before commeiicement of aiy construgtion ox alter tlon

)

may refor any plans; drawings or specirications to the chester

Township zoninq Commiseion For adyice and cowment. The. Commissiqnsrs

agree. that all construction :and alterations :of pernmanapt. improve-

f ments ghall be so constructed ov altered as to be in the spirit of)
j the Chaster Township Zonwing Resovlution. i

5. Mithin. a0 days of axedution of thilg agredment, the
comnissioners §hall adopt rules and regoulatlons for the use of waigl
parks and park lands, Such rulés shall include, but ot bes 1ldnii-
ted to, use of facilities, scheduling of activities and shall pro-
Wibit the corsviptién of beer, wine and other alcoliclic beverages.,

G. Themﬁgggg ‘dcknowlédyes that, upon éxeeltion of this
dgreément; control of said parks and park larnds has bden transfar-
¥ed to the comnissionérs and ‘the -duty and guthority to regulats

. the us¢ of sald parks and park lands lies with the Commissidéners.
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employed by the Chester Township
tiou and contrel of said rangers oF _
‘the authsrity of the Chester Township Police Department.

8. The Comnissioners may not centract fox o¥ ineur an
débts which Fesult or cou :
OF grrmanen improvements lereon witheut yrdor writ
-t E%Q%ﬁ%QESuch approval, Shall,be‘uithhegd'by‘the el
it receives certification Erom Llie fiscal officer of the Chastay
i it the Commissioners and the Fark Dis-
Ohio Revised Code Section 5705441,

9. This agreement shall be qoﬁernédﬁby the laws of the

- done: so in writing exetuted by the patties lereto,

10, Upon expiration. of ‘thie térm of this agresment;, the
agregment shall rendw for 4 pericd ofF _ five. yaars; tnless
élther party riotifisd the othed of its intent to not renew the
AgEeems - Such notification &hal be delivered in writing to
an or glerk of said b or commission no later than
) days prior to expiration of this agreement.

Eéfminatg this agreement prior te its

:ion by giving vy
the chairman or clerk of
4 gpecific date of. termi;
shall be no earlier than

e othe

e othern p
dony provi

ded, such texrmination date

. In the event that the Commissioners have {ncurred an
indebtedness; the Commissioners may not terminataé this Agreshent

parks, park lands, or permarient improvements ahd that. all such
indebtedness is properly secursd.

11.. ‘Upon espixation or termination of this agreement as
pmv,ideg;

to the BS ] _
‘be and xamain the property of tha BPéatd with no compengation or
‘Feimburgdment Qué or owing to the Cofinissioners.

EXECUTED tlils _ 4¢h day of April ¢+ L9gs .

g d “l_ ":. L/_.
STER TOWNSHIP TROSTEE

EXBECUTED this 4th day of

|

| . LY

| CHESTER TOWNSHIP BARK CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK
"' DISTRICT COMMISSYON DISTRICT COMMISSION

4 CHESTER TOWNSHIF PARK
! ' - DISTRICT COMMISSION
N e

State of ‘Ohio .and may not be modified, anended, ot altered unless

notice of the: intent to terminate ko
: Such motice shall state

‘without; providing sufficient proof that there awe no liens on the

hergin, contzol of all payks and park lands shall revert
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AGREEMENT '

, Whersas, the Board ‘of Township Trustess of Ghester Township (hereinafter
“Township") has tha authority-arid responsibility o operate and malhtain parklands within
Chester Township; and,

Wiieréas, the Board of Commissioners of the. Chester Township. Park ‘District

[ (hersinafter “Park District”). has previously entered into an agreement with the. towiighip
"+ forthe purpose of uslhg, developing, Improving, and protecting parklands within Chester

Towhship; and,

Whereas, it.is: the: desire 'of the Township and the Park District to continue such

| agreement and relatichship:

Now, thetefore, the Board of Township Trustees of Chestér Township (Township)

and the Board of Commisslonars of the Chester Township. Park Disfriet (Park. District)

agreg as follows:

1. The Park District shall contine (6 use, develop, improve, and protect all parks and
parklands bwned by Chester Township and the Board of Township Trustess of Chester
Township forthe term of this agreément, |

2. The Park District:shall use, operate, maintain, develop, improve, and protect said | .

parkiands for the purpose of providing passive and dctive recreation faclities to the |
residents of Chester Township and the public, '

3, Subject to the prior approval of the Township, the _P'ajr.f{ Distrlct may- enter l;ntq:

agreements with other political subdivisions, Including, but not limited fo, the West -

Park District, and Geauga Counly for the use and operation of the subject parks and
parklarids.

i|-4:  The Park District shall not.construct or alter any permanent improvements on sald. |

parks or parklands without prior written approval from the Townshlp, Al plans,
specifications, and drawings shall be submitted by the Park District to the Township at
least sixly (60) days before commencarrient of any-construelion or. alteration of parmanent
improvements. The Park Districl agrees that the Towriship may. refer any plaris;
drawings, o specifications to the Chester Township Zoning Commission for advice and

- commenl. The Park Distriot agrees that all construclion and alterations of permanent
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|| ‘or could result iy llons on Irie perks, pardands, or permanent improvement
1| Wwithout prior writteti approval o the Townshl

 Impravements shall be g0 constructed or gltered as lo c,_orhply with and be Iri the spirit of |
 the Chester Township Zoning Resolution. :

6. The Park.District has adopted and shall continue to adopt rules: and regulations for

- the use of parks and parklands. Such rules shall Include, but not be limited to, use of |
- faciliies, scheduling of activities, and shall prohibil the consumption of beer, wine and
other alcoholie beverages on parklands or facilitles. ' :

6. The duly and authority to ragulate the use of parks and parkiands lles with the
Park District, '

7. No rangers or park police officers.shall be appointed by the Park District other than |

police. officers employed by the Chester Towsishilp Police Department, Direction ahd
' contral of such rangers or peace officers shall be within the authority of the' Chester

+t Tawnshlp Police Departiiant,

8. The Park Distictmay noteontract for orinur any debts o obligations which resut |
ts thereln

, wnship, Such approval shall be withheid by the

Tawnship-unlit It recelves cerfification frofm the flscal officer of thie Park Distriot that the |
Park District is in complianos with all dpplioatie provisions of the Ohlo Revised Code, |

1| Including, but not limited to, R.C. 6708.41,

1o, This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio and may nol
| bemodified, amended, or sltered unléss done 5o in writing executed by the parties-

" herato.

10, The term of this agreemant shill be for a period of five (8) years, Thereafter, the
agreament shall renew on ar arinual basls unless elther of (he partles terminata the
-agreament as provided hareln,

11, Either party may ferminate this agresment prior to fts ‘expiration or the expiration

| of any renewal term by giving wrltten notice of the Initent to terminate: to the: chalrinarn or

clerk of the other parly. Such-notice shail slate a spedific date of terriiriation; provided,

'j “such terminiation date shall be no earlier than nlnaly'-(g.Q)‘dqys subsequentto the delivary

of such hotlce.

In the:event that the Park District has Incurred an Indebtedness, the Park Distrist
may notlsrminate this agreement without providing sufficlent proof that there are no lisns.
on the parks, parklands, or parmanetit Improvements and that all such indabtedniess is
properly secured.

12, Upon the expiration or termination of this agresment as provided harsi, cantrol
of all: parks.and parkiands shall revert to the Towiiship. Al Improvements on sald parks
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il and parklands shall bs and rendin the property of the Townshtp with no col’hpensatlon :

S or reimbursement due or owing to the Park Distriat.

Lesdaa s 1948

Executed this zsl'#day of

'F’ATRICIA MULA
" Chaster Township Trustee

'GL;‘% NN BATTLES _
Chastar Township- Irus;:e'e-

L

Park District Commisslanar

(. ."-'Pa'rk DIstridt Commissionar
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"~ OWNERS NAME,

ACRES

| [HERRIK'DRIVE ﬂ

|DEED VOL/PAGE

11-714489

CHESTER TOWNSHIP'BOARD OF TRUSTEES

1044/1228

0.64

11-712485

il |MULBERRY.RD:

CHESTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

1072/0635.

026

11714499

oo | |8572 MAYFIELD:RD,

|CHESTER TOWNSHIP: BOARD OF TRUSTEES

1086/887

127

11-714482.

T |oPAtoGKADR

_JCHESTER TOWNSHIP.BOARD: OF TRUSTEES

|1254/1002

13-714503

JCHESTER TOWNSHIP. BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

|1880/3247

0.11

11714502

| [MULBERRY.RD:

FCHESTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

~ |1sa7/3450

13-110500

JISTOIMARILYN RD

[CHESTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

192671721

11-714488.

{CHILLICOTHE RD:

|CHESTER TOWRSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

117144000

| 11767 CBILCOTHE RD

CHESTER TOWNSHIP OF

778/1271

11-714401.

1 [CHILUICOTHE RD

CHESTER TOWNSHIP.OF

1778271

11-714484

11779 CHILLICOTHE RD

__ ICHESTERTOWNSHIPOF_

1103/883

11714471,

| |mMAFEDDRD

CHESTER TOWNSHIP- TRUSTEES

[oe91/0413

11-714100:

| _|8552 PARKSIDE.DR:

|CHESTER TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

|1093/235

0.45

1714470

1 |MAYFIELD RD

CHESTER TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES'

looo1/p412

11-716500

| 12701 CHILLICOTRE RD.

_|CHESTER TWP BOARD GF TRUSTEES

47213

T1-800855

IROYALTY

11-707460.

MULBERRY RD .

JCHESTER TWP BOARD OF TRUSTEES,

|0239/0396

11-711100

| 12535 CHILIECOTHE RD,

|CHESTER TWP BOARD. OF TRUSTEES.

0756/0685

|11-7138600

| loPArOCKADBR.

CHESTER TWP TRUSTEES.

625/822

11723700

___|_|12s05.0rALOCKA DR

CHESTER TWE TRUSTEES

6257822

11-708200:

i {CHILLICOTHERD

|CHESTER TWP TRUSTEE OF

41/47

11-714483

1BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES OF CHESTER .

343/65

"~ JeHrucotdEry

BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES OF CHESTER

|13437639

11-715490

i |11255 CHILLICOTHERD

BOARD:OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES OF CHESTER

13437639

i37.16
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