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- nal sis of the “Chester Townshi Park District 2013 Review’ 

[Executive Summary of Findings and Recommendations] 
The renaissance of the primary park land in Chester Township known as Parkside over 

the past four years has been a source of pride for the community of residents and business 

owners. Under the stewardship of the Geauga County Probate Court and the Chester Township 

Park District Board of Commissioners and the funding support from the Chester Township 

Board of Trustees, the community has a public park that is in keeping with the intent of the 

donor of this property, David Hudson, who envisioned this five acre parcel as the public square 

where citizens would gather. 

Its users come day and night from Chester and surrounding townships, young and old, 

music lovers, and softball, volleyball, and horseshoe players. Parents and grandparents bring 

children to play on the state-of-the-art playground equipment. Teens organize games at the park, 

and it has become a positive meeting place for young adults. Seniors have also found the park to 

be a great place to meet. Local gardeners display their talents in the perennial garden. The 

Chcsterland Chamber of Commerce moved its Chester Fest to Parkside, showcasing the park and 

the local business to 2,000 to 3,000 visitors. Service organizations, including Rotary and 

Kiwanis, have spearheaded donation drives and events for and in the park. The summer band 

concerts have been enhanced by the upgrades to the park, and the park provides the perfect 

location for weddings, family reunions, and holiday celebrations. The park is the community 

gathering place from morning into the night with its lighted recreational areas and pavilions. 

But controversy and a lack of understanding about the legal status of the park district as a 

separate body politic not governed by all the same rules as a township board of trustees nor 
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controlled by that board have occasionally overshadowed the accomplishments and interfered 

with the mission ofthe park district. 

This latest controversy is not new. Within the first five years of the park district’s 

existence, the seeds of discontent were already being sowed when the township trustees asked 

the park district commissioners to attend a trustees meeting for the purpose of voicing objection 

to Judge Lavrich reappointing one commissioner without any recommendation from the trustees. 

The park board chairman objected “to the Park District being used in a political battle?” Thus, as 

the politics of Chester Township ebbed and flowed the discontent spilled over to the park district. 

From my research and discussions with those involved with the park district’s fonnation, 
and apart from securing local government funds for park operations and improvements after the 

elimination of the intangible tax, one thing was constant- a driving force behind the creation of 

an independent park district with commissioners appointed by the probate court, as opposed to a 

park board with members appointed by the township trustees, was to “keep politics out of the 

park” and protect the park district from the vicissitudes of township government and priorities. 

In 1984, Judge Lavrich created the Chester Township Park District at the request of the 

Chester Township Tmstees, and under R.C. 1545 it became a separate body politic}. It entered 

into an agreement with the township to maintain the township’s park lands. The park district was 

originally funded by its share of the local government and library funds passed through from the 

state of Ohio by the Geauga County Budget Commission and by inside millage of 0.08 mil 

initially and raised in 1992 to 0.1 mil from Chester Township, as well as donations. The park 

commissioners voted to bring the finances in-house, so to speak, as they were authorized to do, 

rather than have the Geauga County Auditor certify expenditures and issue warrants for 

payments from the Geauga County Treasurer. 

‘ Chester Township Park District Record of Proceedings, 3/Z/89 
3 Geauga County Probate Court, Case No. 84 PC 000139 
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What is curious is the first park board opted to bring the finances in-house and at the 

second meeting two days later adopted by-laws that conflicted with this procedure.3 Those by- 

laws have never been amended. Many past commissioners I interviewed were unaware of the 

existence of by-laws during their service, and the current board‘ was not aware of the existence 

of the by-laws or the written agreements relating to control and maintenance of the park lands 

until the “Review” was presented to them. 

In the ensuing years the park district went about its business with little controversy and 

only occasional acrimony between the park district commissioners and the township trustees for 

a number of years. There were many changes in the composition of the volunteer park district 

board of commissioners. There were also a number of paid secretaries or administrative 

assistants, who kept the minutes, handled correspondence, wrote the checks, maintained the 

financial records, issued public notices, and in some instances actually performed work at the 

park or helped prepare for park events. 

This tum over in leadership without a stmctured transition designed to assure each new 

commissioner or administrative assistant was aware of the controlling documents and 

appropriate processes for record keeping, budgeting, and expenditures has contributed to 

confusion and incomplete or misinformation about the activities and responsibilities of the park 

district board. It has also provided fodder for complaints from the various political factions in the 

township. 

When I began my interviews and research I inquired whether the park district had a 

current policy and procedure manual for either the commissioners or the administrative assistant. 

Neither the current board nor the current administrative assistant received one upon taking the 

position. One current board member attempted to schedule a transition meeting with an outgoing 
3 Minutes 6/12/84 and 6/14/84 meetings 
‘ Tlus reference to the "current“ board does not include the two new members, whom I have not personally 
intcn'iewed for this analysis. 
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commissioner without success. There has never been new commissioner or new administrative 

assistant orientation or training. 

I was recently provided with a very outdated and incomplete procedure manual5, which 

one commissioner found. This manual will at least provide a skeleton upon which to build a new 

manual. 

The minutes for the year 2008 cannot be located, and until now, the park district has 

never been audited either at its own request or by the Auditor of State. In short, because the park 

district never developed a complete, standardized, and continually updated set of policies and 

procedures for its operation nor did it ever put into place a fund-based accounting system, the 

park district has generally operated more like a small, private charitable organization. An unlike 

its larger sister park districts, it never had the benefit of full-time, paid, professional staff, 

advisors, or counsel. 

In 2002, the township eliminated the third source of funding, the inside millage, citing a 

sufficient reserve for the park district’s 2003 budget and the township trustees’ intent to shift 

money toward developing other park lands. From that point on, funding from the township has 

been basically on a project basis with maintenance services provided by the township’s road 

department, and those maintenance services were eliminated in 2013. 

With the shortfalls linked to the embezzlement scheme perpetrated by then township 

clerk, Michael Spellman, it is understandable that the trustees pulled back the set amount of 

funds allocated to the park district. But in a few years the park district reserve was depleted. 

Then a number of factors came together to create a perfect stonn resulting in the open 

disharmony we now find between the park district, the tnistees, and a few vocal citizen activists. 

Those factors are or were: 

5 Chester Tawrlsltip }’r1r/(Di's!rictPr0cet/lire Manual, with various updating notations from 1994 and 1994 
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o the lack of an allocated fund for the park district; 
0 a lack of understanding or appreciation of the fact that the park district is a 

separate body politic; 
- the cycling of new faces on the township board of trustees and the park board of 

C()fl’1flllSSlOI'lel'S', 

the increased demands on the township road department time and resources; 
severe cuts in the local government fund; 
loss of the estate tax revenue; 
litigation concerning the so-called “eighty-acres" of parklands; 
energized, “full speed ahead” park commissioners bringing to fruition big ticket 
projects that have enhanced Parkside but with a lack of adherence to the more 
deliberative pace and detailed processes and checks demanded of projects funded 
by public dollars; 

0 and just some old-fashioned and long-standing political rivalries and scores to 
settle. 

This dishannony has been fueled by unfounded rumors that the township trustees are 

preparing to close Parkside by “defunding” the park district juxtaposed with unfounded rumors 

that the park commissioners are engaged in improper activity. This dishannony and lack of 

understanding of the boundaries of authority or more simply put, who runs the park, has been 

building over time. The presentation of the “Review" document to the township trustees 

ratcheted this conflict to a new level. 

Compound all of this with the fact that the park district has never been audited, which 

allowed inadequate and/or incomplete compliance with strict fund-based financial record- 

keeping and reporting requirements to continue for many years. 

What we have today is a vastly improved public park overseen by a dedicated group of 

volunteers, who have not been given the necessary tools to adequately and simply report and 

account to the public. These volunteers do not want to have the park district’s funding become a 

political battle each year. 

My research has found that funds coming into the park district may be traced to projects, 
but not always easily. A consistent process of budgeting, appropriations, and documenting 

income and expenses for each project has never been implemented. In those years when projects 
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were few and small in amounts, the inability to consistently follow a path from budgeting to 

resolution, to certification, to payment was not so problematic, as it is now when the projects are 

numerous and the dollars amounts are more substantial. The money is being spent on the park 

and the results are plainly evident; however, the lack of a standardized practices and procedures 

provides an opening for critics. 

In regard to the “Review” and the issues, questions, and concerns raised in that 

document, I have found no evidence of intentional disregard of controlling law on the part of the 

current park commissioners or its administrative assistant. There are instances of omission as 

opposed to commission, which are detailed throughout my analysis of the issues raised in the 
“Review,” but I have also found that the township leadership and some citizen activists have a 

very incomplete understanding of the independent nature of the park district and what laws are 

and are not applicable. 

I have also found that negative personal agendas and long memories of past disputes have 

interfered, at times, with governance and have distracted all involved- the park commissioners, 

the township tnistees, citizen activists, and the general public from encouraging the development 

of a positive culture of clear communication and information sharing, cooperative problem 

solving, and a clearly defined process compliant with both the law and best practices for 

accepting, spending, and accounting for both the receipt and expenditure of public funds and 

private donations to the park district. 

As noted earlier, I have found a substantial and long-standing failure to strictly comply 

with the requirements proscribed for any public body receiving and expending public funds and 

for a park district accepting donations. The township trustees raised the issue of donations or 

5 Exhibit A, Chester Ibwnxhip Park District 2013 Review. (revised 3/5/14) 
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discounts on contracts given as donations, which may give the appearance of impropriety or a 

quid pro quo from vendors. But I have found no evidence of actual improprieties in that regard. 

I have found that the park district by-laws and the 1993 Agreement with the Chester 

Township Trustees are sorely in need of revision. 

I have found that the park district needs to develop a handbook for its commissioners and 

administrative assistant/secretary/fiscal officer outlining the structure of the park district, 

detailing the governing documents and their responsibilities, as well as the requirements of state 

law and best practices for accounting and operations so that each purchase order or contract may 

be easily traced from budget to resolution through payment. 

Toward that end 1 have already offered to the park district examples of meeting minutes 

and accounting forms and practices utilized by their sister district in Russell Township, which 

are simple, straight forward, and have passed muster with the Auditor of State.7 I also 

recommend that distn'ct’s examples of best practices including having one commissioner tasked 

with financial oversight. That commissioner would review and sign off on the monthly bank 

statement and listing of cash balances each month. While there is no set recommendation from 

the Auditor of State for park districts as to the number of signatories on checks or who those 

signatories must be, I recommend that checks be signed by two commissioners and the fiscal 

officer. With the addition of two new commissioners, that process should not present a problem. 

I also offer examples of a resolution adopted by Lake Metroparks adopting a “Board of 

Park Commissioners Performance Metrics,” which may be utilized to introduce new 

commissioners to the requirements and expectations of their new positions While the Lake 

7 Exhibit B-Russell Township Park District (“R'l'PD") sample year end & year beginning minutes; 
Exhibit C-RTPD sample cash balances spreadsheets; 
Exhibit D-RTPD sample receipt documentation: 
Exhibit E~RTPD sample ivari-am approval with ccnification 

3 Exhibit F-Lake Metroparks Resolution No 2013-010 
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system is substantially larger and has full-time, paid, professional staff, many of the metrics are 

equally applicable to a small park district. 

I also recommend the park district review its insurance and bond coverages. I have found 

that other districts have been able to purchase more coverage for the same amount. For example, 

Russell Township Park District commissioners’ bonds are in the amount of $25,000 rather than 

the $5,000 minimum bond required by statute. The premium for three years is $250. Their fiscal 

officer also has a higher bond. Given the increased amount of funds passing through the park 

district, a larger bond is prudent, especially if it may be obtained at the same price. The bonds 

should be filed with the Geauga County Auditor as mandated by statute. It just makes sense that 

another entity provides a check to assure compliance with the bonding requirement. 

The park district needs to have regular legal counsel, be it the Geauga County Prosecutor 

on a contract basis (which may at times present a conflict if the trustees continue to fund on a 

project by project basis because the county prosecutor represents the township trustees) or 

private counsel. 

The park district and the township need to work cooperatively to develop three, five, and 

ten year strategic plans, focusing first on maintaining the improvements at Parkside so that the 

investment is preserved and then on a vision for other park lands within Chester Township. 

Most importantly, the two boards must discuss and resolve to either restore a set amount 

of inside millage or support an inside levy for the park district to stabilize funding and allow for 

more precise budgeting. Over the years the park district has been in existence, there have been 

few attempts to craft a strategic plan for the parklands, and attempts that were made failed, in 

part, because of the project-by-project nature of the park district’s funding by the township. At 

one point in time after the township withdrew the inside millage, the park commissioners, in the 

words of a former commissioner, literally “begged” the trustees for money to run the park. Sadly, 
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these volunteer commissioners simply lost interest or moved to another volunteer position where 

they could accomplish something and to avoid personal attacks. 

This cooperative effort begins simply with a schedule change- the two boards should not 

meet on the same night. The park commissioners and the township trustees have already 

implemented one improvement designed for better communication. Each board now has a 

designated liaison so that information may be exchanged efficiently and effectively with the goal 

of ending miscommunication or incomplete communication. 

I am of the opinion that once the park district has in place its new fund-based accounting 

system with enhanced minutes, which will more simply allow the public and the township to 

track project expenditures and any subsequent change orders, especially during each board’s 

budgeting process, the township trustees will no longer insist that it act as an iiber authority 

demanding a second vetting process for each and every park district project as well as dictating 

the continued maintenance of park grounds and facilities, an example of which may be found in 

the April 1, 2014 “funding” letter from the township trustees and noted in Judge Grendell’s April 

3, 2014 letter to the tmsteesg 

The minutes should reflect all donations and quantify donations of time and materials 

made to and by the park district, and all donations to the park district must have prior probate 

court approval as required by statute. In regard to donations or discounts on contracts given as 

donations and bartering, in particular, the state auditor confirmed my research. I recommend that 

bartering not be done on a regular basis, but the one example ofbartering I found did not present 

a problem in and of itself. The park district should be continue its practice of securing discounts 

for purchases whenever possible, as long as there are no conflicts of interest with the vendor 

offering the discount over another potential vendor. I would ask Judge Grendel] to consider 

9 Exlribits G at H 
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exempting so-called “donation” discounts on contracts with vendors from the prior approval 

requirement. 

Standardized fon'ns for public notices of each type of meeting should be developed, and 

the park district has already recently enhanced its website to include a calendar. A meeting 
schedule for the year should be determined at the January meeting and posted. The agenda for 

the meeting should be posted along with the notice itself. 

[Formation of the Chester Township Park District] 

Sometime in either 1983 or early 1984, research began into the creation of a Chester 

Township Park District. The impetus for the project appears to have been two-fold. The first was 

the perceived need to create a separate park district under RC. 1545 in order to lock in a “viable 

method of funding continued recreation and parks activities."l° The second was to remove the 

day~to-day policy, planning and operational decisions to an entity separate and apart from the 

township board of trustees in order provide stability and continuity regardless of any change in 

township government and to attempt to ameliorate any negative effects of politics. 

A R.C. 1545 park district is a separate and distinct entity, and the office of park 

commissioner is not a township office within the meaning of RC. 70322. Park commissioners 

serve without compensation, but they may be reimbursed actual and necessary expenses 

associated with the performance of their duties.“ 

As will be discussed infra, the seeds of discontent and tension between the park district 

board of commissioners and the township board of trustees began to blossom as early as 1989, 

‘° Creation c/n Park l)inric1, zi tlirec page white paper, undated and without an author noted found in the records of 
the Chester Township Park District, p.l. 
" RC. 1545 07 and RC. 1545.05 
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In regard to the continued funding aspect, the white paper observed that the “singular 

attractiveness of a township park district is its authority to request intangible tax dollars from the 

[Geauga County] Budget Commission.,.”” The author was under the impression that with the 

impending elimination of intangible taxes after 1985, “...the budgetary request filed in July of 

1984 for the tax year 1985 [was] the last time a newly created park district [would] have the 

opportunity to lock in a continuous source of revenue.”‘3 The author was operating under the 

assumption that the intangible tax was going to be replaced by a pool of state funds (what we 

now refer to as the Local Government Fund); that the money from that pooled fund would be 

distributed to the counties in the “same proportion that the intangibles taxes were distributed in 

1985;” and that the taxing units within each county that had received a percentage of the 

intangible funds in 1985 county would “receive a proportionate percentage” from the new hind.” 

These three assumptions may have been correct; however, the assumption that funding 

would be “locked in” or grandfathered at a specific dollar amount was incorrect. It should be 

noted that the Chester Township trustees were also of the opinion that after the approval of the 

park district’s 1985 budget request in September 1984, and its allocation of the sum of 

approximately $20,000, the park district was “now assured at least this amount of money yearly 
in perpetuity ”” 

That letter to the editor and an earlier one sent to The Herald-Sun were prompted by a 

controversy that arose by the creation of the Chester and Russell Township Park Districts, 

specifically over the fact that these entities would now share funds with the libraries.

~ 
'2 Creallon of :1 Park Dislrict, p. l. 
‘3 ta, 3. 
'4 Id 2 
‘S September 27. 1984 letter from the Chester Township Tmstees and Clerk to the Weekly Mail Joumal Editor 
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kfhester Township Board of Trustees Applies to the Geauga County Probate Court] 
On March 29, 1984, the Chester Township Board of Trustees passed a resolution 

authorizing the filing of an application with the Geauga County Probate Court under RC. 

Chapter 1545 to create the Chester Township Park District, and on May 10, 1984, Judge Lavrich 
approved the application. On May 17, 1984, Judge Lavrich appointed the first Board of 

Commissioners for the district-Nicholas Gattozzi, Jr., Bruce L. Mielziner, and Charles F. Sells.“ 

The Board of Commissioner held its first organizational meeting at the Township Hall on 

June 12, 1984, for the purpose of adoption of a set of by-laws, which were taken directly from 

those used by Howland Township in Trumbull County, Ohio." The board also appointed Carol 

Ferguson as a secretary/bookkeeper to be paid at an hourly rate. 

Ifiy-Laws of the Chester Township Park District Board of Commissioner] 
The by-laws“; confer upon the board all powers and responsibilities found in R. C. 

Chapter 1545, and the provisions mirror the applicable sections of that code chapter. These by- 

laws are the same by-laws in effect today. The by-laws pertinent to this review are discussed 

below. 

om 0 ition, Oaths & Bond Re uirements 
The board shall be comprised of three commissioners appointed by the Geauga County 

Probate Judge pursuant to R.C. 1545.05, who will serve without compensation and the 

successors to each expiring term of park commissioner will be appointed for three year tenn. 

There is no limit on re-appointment to the board. An oath and a $5,000 bond are required of each 
commissioner. The bond is to be filed with the Geauga County Auditor. A commissioner may be 
removed at the discretion of the Geauga County Probate Judge. The Geauga County Treasurer 

and Auditor are ex~officio members ofthe board pursuant to RC. 1545.22. 
'5 In Re: Chester Township Park Dimci, Cast: No. 84-PC-139, Docket 17, Page 371 
‘7 Chcstcr To\V115l1ip Park District Record or Proceedings, Organizational Meeting, June 12, 1os4. 
'5 Exhibit I~By Laws of Chester Township Park Dislricl Board ofCommissior1er: 
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The current commissioners, Clay Lawrence, Joseph Weiss, Jr., Lance Yandell, Al Parker, 

and Ruth Philbrick have oaths on file with the Geauga County Probate Court, and all five are 

bonded, but the bonds have not been filed with the Geauga County Auditor as required by R.C. 

1545.05(A). In fact, no bonds of any park district commissioners have been filed with the 

auditor’s office for some time.” Some fonner commissioners’ bonds could not be found in the 
records of the Chester Township Park District. According to the Geauga County Auditor his 

office serves only as a “pass throug ” of public funds, and the only park district records filed 

with his office are the budget requests and year end reports. 

The board officers are to be elected by the board members at an annual meeting, which is 

to be held at the Chester Town Hall on the third Thursday of January or a special meeting called 
for the purpose of electing officers. There is to be a Chairman, authorized to sign all documents 

and make all reports required by law. There is also to be a Clerk/Secretary who keeps the 
minutes and gives public notice of the board meetings. 

IEmp|oyees, Consultants and Contracting for Goods and Services] 
The board is also empowered to hire secretarial or other employees and may hire and 

contract for professional, technical, consulting, or other special services and may purchase 

goods. It contracts pursuant to R.C. 1545.09, and as a “contracting authority under R.C. 307.86 

through 307.90,” to the same extent and with the same limitations as a county Board of 

Commissioners. Thus when procuring any goods with a cost in excess of fifiy thousand dollars, 
the board must follow the provisions of sections 307.86 to 307.91 of the Revised Code. Any 
contract for the purchase of goods or services or the employment of personnel requires a 

majority vote. 

‘9 Auditor Gillia advised me that his infonnal polling of other county auditors found that few, if any, park district are 
filing bonds with that oflice. 
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The board may also designate persons as police officers to exercise police powers within 

and adjacent to the lands within the district. 

Regular meetings of the board are to be held at the Chester Town Hall at least once a 

month. A special or emergency meeting may be called by the Chair or by a majority of the 
commissioners. Written notice of the regular or special meetings are to be given by the Secretary 

of the Board to the commissioners by regular mail at least twenty-four hours in advance, and no 

written notice is required for an emergency meeting. 

The public notice of meetings is to comply with the so-called “Sunshine” law found at 

RC. 121.22. There is to be a schedule of the regular meetings, noting date, time and place, 

posted on a bulletin board in a public area within the Chester Town Hall. This posting 

requirement also applies to notices of any special meeting. 

No special meeting may be held without at least twenty-four hour notice being given to 
the news media who have requested, except in the event of an emergency meeting. In the event 

of an emergency meeting the board member (s) calling the meeting shall immediately notify the 

news media outlets, which have request notification of the time, place and purpose of the 

meeting. If a meeting is to be cancelled or changed, the board is to make “every reasonable 

effort," including newspaper notice to all interested parties. Members of the news media or 

persons who have requested direct notification shall be notified individually of the change “as 

soon as possible." 

To request this direct notification of a meeting and/or the agenda, one must send a written 

request and provide the board with a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If there is a special or 

emergency meeting, then the board is to make a “reasonable effort” to notify the person or 

persons by phone. 

Page 20 of 93 

177



Minutes of each meeting are to be promptly recorded and open for public inspection, and 

the board operates on a quorum of two members. 

Regarding expenditures of funds, the by-laws tract the revised code section and require 

that no expenditure is effective until the Geauga County Auditor certifies that there are sufficient 

funds otherwise unappropriated for the board in the custody of the Geauga County Treasurer. 

The Auditor is then to issue a warrant to the Treasurer to disburse the funds upon an order of the 

board evidenced by a certificate of the Secretary. 

However, at the board’s second meeting the commissioners formally adopted an 

alternative procedure authorized by the Revised Code, but the park district’s by-laws apparently 

have never been amended to reflect this alternative procedure. The Geauga County Treasurer 

was requested to appoint Chairman Mielziner as Deputy Treasurer for the limited purpose of 

maintaining custody of the park board funds, paying the funds out upon warrant of the deputy 

auditor and investing funds upon board authority. The Geauga County Auditor was requested to 

appoint Carol Ferguson as Deputy Auditor for the limited purpose of maintaining the required 

financial records, certifying availability of funds and disbursing funds upon approval of the 

vouchers by the park board of commissioners. They also adopted a resolution to issue a Letter of 

Intent to select a depository, which letter was to be sent to the Geauga County Board of 

Commissioners and qualifying banks within the county.Z° 

R.C_ 1545.07 now authorizes the board to appoint a treasurer to act as custodian of the 
board's funds and as fiscal officer for the park district-similar to the provision followed at the 

formation of the Chester Township Park District. 

3° Chester Township Park District Record of Proceedings, 6/12/84 & 6/14/84 
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R,C. l545.22(A) provides that “[i]f a treasurer is appointed by a board of park 

commissioners pursuant to section 1545.07 of the Revised Code, the accounts of the board shall 

be kept by that treasurer. The treasurer shall be an ex officio officer of the board. No contract of 
the board shall become effective until the treasurer certifies that there are funds of the board 

sufficient to provide for that contract.” 

The minutes provide scant information as to how succeeding treasurers were determined 

as it appears that the fonnalities followed by the initial board of commissioners in designating a 

treasurer, auditor, and depository have not been followed in the ensuing years (until 2014) even 

though there has been a turnover of commissioners and secretaries or administrative assistants.“ 

In April 2014, the commissioners voted to designate Margaret “Peg" Vitale as 

“secretary" and appoint her as “treasurer” and as “fiscal officer” to act as custodian of the 

district’s funds and to act “as necessary in the performance of the powers conferred in such 

sections of the Ohio Revised Code 1545,07.”2Z Ms. Vitale, a C.P.A., has been working for the 

district as an independent contractor since September 2010, in the position of secretary or 

administrative assistant at an hourly rate of $15.00 set by the commissioners. As previously 

noted, Ms. Vitale is bonded in the sum of$ 5,000. 

kiheck Signing Authority & Authority for Expenditures by One Commissiorfi 
In 2009, the commissioners voted to require two signatures on checks without specifying 

which of four signatories are required, and a review of some of the cancelled checks over the last 

few years indicates that checks drawn on the park district account at Charter One are being 

signed by either two commissioners or by a commissioner and the administrative assistant, 

Margaret Vitale.” 

3‘ 
It must also be noted that the minutes from 2008 are missing. 

32 Minutes ofthe Chester Township Park District, April 23, 2014 
23 Minutes of the Chester Township Park District, December 21, 2009 
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I confirmed the propriety of this policy with the state auditor, who advised that unlike 

townships, the Auditor of State has no real set recommendation on the number of check signers 

when it comes to park districts. If the park district has a set policy about signatories and the 

number of signatories, it should follow that policy. If it does not, only one signature from an 

authorized signatory would be required. 

Now that there are two additional commissioners available, I recommend that all checks 

be signed by two commissioners and the fiscal officer. 

The park district board also passed a resolution authorizing a single commissioner to 

“orally and individually expend up to $1,000 for work to be done at the Park.”2" An earlier board 

passed a resolution authorizing any commissioner to “address routine electrical maintenance 

issues up to $500” without a meeting; however, the issue must involve a “material safety hazard” 

or an “immediate operating issue,” which will prevent a reserved facility use. Ifthis expenditure 

is authorized, the commissioner must “email” the other commissioners within one week.” If 

emails were sent pursuant to this earlier resolution, they were not noted in the minutes or 

maintained in a separate file, paper or electronic. 

Finally, the by-laws provide that the board may also acquire land within or without the 

district by a majority vote. The purposes and procedures for land acquisition are as prescribed in 

R C. 1545.11 and include appropriation. The board may also accept donations of money, 

property, or may act as trustee of land, money or other property, and use the donation or property 

to be held in trust as either stipulated by the donor or as provided in the trust agreement. The 

probate court judge must approve each donation or trust before it is accepted by the board, but 

that practice has been followed only once. 

2" Minutes of the Chester Township Park District, January 24, 2013 
25 Minutes of the Chcster Township Park District, August 3, 2009 
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It is my understanding that Judge Henry had dispensed with the donation approval 

process, in whole or in part, but Judge Grendell has rescinded that order. 

The board may also sell land it has acquired with probate court approval as set forth in 

RC. 1545.12, It may alsoleaselands. 

[The By-Laws are Supplemented with Additional Provisions of R.C. 15a 
I xansion of the Board of Commi ioners 

The park district board may by majority vote expand the board to five members. The 

board then certifies a resolution to the probate judge requesting the appointment of two 

additional commissioners who will take office immediately. One member is appointed to a term 

that expires on the first day of January of the year following the year of that member's 

appointment, the second member is appointed to a temi that expires on the first day of January of 

the second year following the year of that member's appointment. Thereafter, their successors are 

appointed by the probatejudge for terms of three years.“ 

On April 23, 2014, the park district commissioners voted to approve the drafting of a 

resolution requesting Judge Grendell expand the board to five commissioners, and two new 

commissioners, Ruth Philbrick and Al Parker were appointed.” 

[Adoption of Park Rules, Regulations & Penalties] 
The commissioners may also adopt “rules for the preservation of good order within and 

adjacent to parks and reservations of land, and for the protection and preservation of the parks, 

parkways, and other reservations of land under its jurisdiction and control and of property and 

natural life therein."23 The board may also set penalties for violations of a by-law or rule, with 

certain limitations on the severity of the penalty.” The penalties are to be paid into the treasury 

"Re. 1545,0503) 
27 Minutes of the Clicster Township Park District. April 23, 2014. 
3“ RC. 1549.09 
2” R C. 1545.09 (B)(2) 
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of the park board.” Summaries of the by-laws and rules are to be published as provided in the 

case of ordinances of municipal corporations under section 731.21 of the Revised Code before 

taking effect.“ 

The commissions may also enter into contracts not to exceed a three year period with any 

private corporation or non-profit association to maintain a museum of natural history in any 

county where the park district is located.” 

Subject to the terms of the Agreement between the Chester Township Park District and 

Chester Township described below and subject to the provisions of the statute, the 

commissioners may enter into a contract with township, the county sheriff, or other park district 

(among other entities listed in the statute) to “allow the use of the park district police or law 

enforcement officers designated under section 1545.13 of the Revised Code to perfonn any 

police function, exercise any police power, or render any police service” on the park district’s 

behalf.” 

flnnexation and Public Highway lmprovementsl 

RC 1545.15 and RC. 1445.16 set out an annexation procedure. 
When a public highway extends into or through a park area, the park commissioners may 

under R.C. 1545.17 through RC. 1545.19 enter into improvement agreements with the public 
authorities controlling the subject area and to assess the cost of the improvement. 

Most importantly, under R.C 1545.20 the park commissioner may levy taxes on all 

taxable property within the district “in an amount not in excess of one-halfof one mill upon each 

3° R.C. 1545.09(C) 
3| Id 
"RC. 1545.10 
3” R.C.15-45.131 
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dollar of the district tax valuation in any one year, subject to the combined maximum levy for all 

purposes otherwise provided by law.” 

The park commissioners may also pass a resolution submitting a tax levy to the voters. 
“The rate submitted to the electors at any one time shall not exceed two mills annually upon each 

dollar of valuation.”34 There is also a provision for tax anticipation notes to meet current 

expenses and debt charges.” 

In 1984, the Chester Township Trustees requested an opinion from the Geauga County 

Prosecutor whether that office acts as legal counsel for the park district, and if, not, whether the 

park district is required to retain its own legal counsel. 

By letter of June 19, 1984, then Assistant County Prosecutor Forrest W. Burt advised the 
township trustees that while the prosecutor’s office serves as legal counsel for the township 

trustees, the county board of commissioners, the board of elections and all other county offices 

and boards, there is no provision in R.C. 309.09 permitting that office to act as counsel for a park 

district created pursuant to RC. 1545, because the district is a body politic in its own right and 

its commissioners and employees are not considered township officers or county officers. 

Mr. Burt’s opinion cited two Ohio Attorney General Opinions. The first determined that 

the board of park commissioners is not represented by the county prosecutor and may employ its 

own counsel to be paid from district funds.“ The second detemiined that the county prosecutor is 

not the legal advisor for a joint recreational district, which is a separate body politic from the 

townships and boards of education which combined to fomi the district.37 Mr. Bun concluded 

3‘ R.C. 1545.21 
3‘ R.C. 1545.211 
3‘ 1927 OAG 279 
3’ 1981 OAG 279 
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and advised that the park district could not be represented by the county prosecutor and that it 

may employ counsel from district funds. 

As late as 1994, the Ohio Attorney General opined that a R.C. 1545 park district could 

not be represented by the county prosecutor”; thus, in 1996, the General Assembly amended 

R.C. Section 309.09 to permit the county prosecutor to contract with a R.C. 1545 park district to 

provide legal services.” 

R.C. 309.09(D) now provides that the “prosecuting attorney and the board of county 

commissioners jointly may contract with a board of park commissioners under section 1545.07 

of the Revised Code for the prosecuting attorney to provide legal services to the park district the 

board of park commissioners operates.” And division (I) of that section also provides 

“all money received pursuant to a contract entered into under division (D)... of 
this section shall be deposited into the prosecuting attorney's legal services fund, 
which shall be established in the county treasury of each county in which such a 
contract exists. Moneys in that fund may be appropriated only to the prosecuting 
attorney for the purpose of providing legal services to a park district...as 
applicable, under a contract entered into under the applicable division.” 

[Written Agreements Between the Park District and the Township Trustees] 
Within the first year of the district’s existence, the Chester Township Trustees passed a 

resolution” and signed a written agreement pursuant to RC. 1545.14 by which the park district 
assumed control of all parks and park lands owned by Chester Township beginning April 5, 

1985, and continuing for another period of one year and then renewable for an additional five 

year period.“ The park district commissioners agreed to “use, operate, maintain, develop, 

3‘ 1994 OAG 035 
39 1996 H 268, eff. 5-8-96 
‘° Record of Proceedings before the Chcstcr Township Board ofTn1sIees, April 4, 1985 
“‘ E.\'hib1t.l- Agreement or April 4, 1985, p 1,2. 
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improve and protect” the park lands for the “purpose of providing passive and active recreational 

facilities to the residents of Chester Township and the public.” 42 

The park district agreed that no construction or alteration of any permanent improvement 

on park lands would be undertaken without prior written approval of the township trustees, and 

that plans for any such project would be submitted to the township trustees at least sixty days 

before start of work. The township trustees also reserved the right to refer any plans to the zoning 

commission for “advice and comment,” and the park district agreed that any projects would be 

performed “in the spirit of the Chester Township Zoning Resolution.”‘3 

The park district also obligated itself to adopt rules and regulations for the use of the park 

lands within thirty days, and the township trustees acknowledged that the duty and authority to 

regulate the use of the park lands has been transferred to the park district commissioners.“ 

The park district agreed not to appoint any park rangers or officers other than Chester 

Township police officers, who would remain under the direction and control of the police 

department.“ 

The Agreement specifically provided that control of the park lands would revert to the 

township tnistees upon any early ten-nination or at the end of the period, as extended; that is 

April 4, 1992. 

It was not until February 25, 1993, that the two boards executed a new Agreement, with 

the same or similar provisions. This Agreement’s term is five years and renews annually 

thereafter unless terminated.“ 

.12 
Id.. p. 1. 

*3 
Id. 

4‘ 
Id. 

*5 
111., p. 2. 

"° Exhibit 1<, Agreement dated Febnrary 25, 1993, 112. 
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Two questions then arise: the first, what are the park lands and the second, which entity, 
Chester Township or the Park District, is in de facto control of each park land? The answer to the 

first question is complicated because until 2014 Chester Township had no inventory of its real 

property holdings. Township Fiscal Officer, Craig Richter, compiled a list of township property, 

but it is not readily apparent which properties are park lands." The township has no zoning 

designation for parks. From my interviews with the trustees, the township fiscal officer, and the 
park commissioners, and from land records, the following chart sets forth the park lands in 

Chester: 

Park 

Parkside (Rt. 322 & 306) 

Lot Adjacent to Parkside 

Hancock Park/Mulberry‘ 

"The Eighty Acres” Chillicothe Rd. 
between Sharp & Kirkwood‘ 

Henry Houseit 

“The Park District has not been asked to maintain 

Acquired 

David Hudson, 1811-deed 
restriction for public park 

5/13/10 

8/14/08 deed restriction 
for public park 

2/26/01 

12/29/11 Conservation 
easement given to the 
western Reserve Land 
Conservancy 

3/16/12 

Acres

5 

1.27 

3.375 

85.17 

0.22 

Parcel 
Number 

11710900 

11714499 

11-389276 

11714490, 
11714483, 
11714485 

11714503 

*The Park District has not been asked to maintain and the conservation easement is the subject of litigation, 
Kenneth Radtke Jr. v. Chester Township et al. Case No. l3ll/11076, Geauga County Common Pleas Court. A motion 
to dismiss for failure to state a claim was granted by the court on June 19, 201 4.Mr. Radlke filed an appeal on July 
I 7, 2014. 
#Henry House property-There has been discussion by the township trustees of making this part of the Parkside 
campus 

"7 See Exhibit L, Chester Township Real Property Inventory 
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In 1993 the Chester Township Zoning Commission drafted an amendment regarding park 

district zoning, specifically the creation of both an active park district zone and passive park 

district zone. The zoning commission sought input from the Nature Conse1'vancy43; however, no 

further action was taken. Consequently, Chester Township still has no park district zoning. 

I ther Park Districts in Geaua Count 
Geauga County has four RC. 1545 park districts: Geauga County Park District, 

Thompson Township Park District, Chester Township Park District, and Russell Township Park 

District. There are seven park boards or departments in the county: Hambden, Chardon 

Township and City of Chardon Parks & Recreation Department, Bainbridge, Munson Parks & 
Recreation Board, Newbury and South Russell Village Parks Committee. 

As noted above, RC. 1545 provides for levying a tax upon all of the taxable property 
within the park district in an amount not in excess of one-half of one mill, subject to the 

combined maximum levy for all purposes otherwise provided by law.49Additional levies 

approved by the electorate and not in excess of two additional mills per levy may be sought.” 

Currently, there is no tax levy for the Chester Township Park District, and the funding 

sources for the park district are Chester Township, the Local Government Fund, the Library 

Fund, and donations. The park district has in turn contributed a portion of these funds to the 

West Geauga Joint Recreational District, which serves both Chester and Russell Townships. 

Initially (and it would appear that until August 2002) the park district received inside 

millage of'.08, raised to 0.lmil in 1992 from property taxes. In August 2002, the township board 

of trustees voted to rescind the inside millage, citing the park district’s “ample budget for 2003” 

‘3 Letter from zoning commission to Mr. Tom Stanley dated September 1, 1993. ‘9 R.C. 1545.20 
5° R.C. 1545.21 
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and the intent of the trustees to have that money “go back into development and fiinding for the 

other park we have in the community now.”“ 

The following chart shows how the “reserve” was spent down: ~~ ~ 

Unfinfumbeffid 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Vear End 
Cash Balances & 
Township Contributions 

—.f‘3~' lhafll-°§'—L».~s~—,,-s.» m.~...s..., mmemvmmgmmaa "I74ILV""fi‘n_ 
Cash Balances $29,838.27 $14,690.08 $6,590.08 ($8, ‘

l Chester Twp. 
g 

$25,363.02 —— $13,32o5:W__; 

R.C. 511.37 provides that a board of township trustees may make contributions of 

“moneys, lands, supplies, equipment, office facilities, and other personal property or services to 

any board of park commissioners of a park district” established under R.C. 1545 for the 

“purposes of park planning, acquisition, management, and improvement.” The park district may 

accept these contributions without the approval of the tenns by the probate judge. 

It further provides that “[a]ny moneys contributed by the board of township trustees for 

those purposes shall be drawn from the general fund in the township treasury not otherwise 

appropriated. The board of township trustees may anticipate the contributions of moneys for 

those purposes and enter the amount of the contributions in its annual statement to the county 

budget commission for inclusion in the budget upon which rates of taxation are based." 

5‘ Record of Proceedings, Chester Township Board of Trustees. August 1, 2002, Resolution 2002-298. 
5’ Chester Township Board of Tnistees‘ Resolutions 2005-97, 2005-346, 2005-361 &2005-535-all for either electric 
bills or electrical repairs. 
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Recent Funding for the Chester Township Park District taken from Geauga County 
Auditor’s Amended Certificate of Estimated Resources for the Fiscal Year 
Year Undivided Library Fund Chester Other (Permits, 

Local Township Fees & 
Government lnterest) 
Fund "__“__‘_A‘_ ___>___v_A_ _____ 

$10,050.00 $4,379.00 $75,000 $500 

$10,050.00 $4,379.00 $100,000.00 $501.20 

$10,049.90 $4,268.00 $90,000.00 $275 

$10,749.00 $4,645.00 $83,925.00 

$10,749.00 $4,172.00 $28,602.13 $1,289.76 

$10,749.00 $4,588.00 $41,162.00 $2,200.00 

Actual Funding Balances for the Chester Township Park District Submitted to the Geauga 
County Auditor 
Year Cash Balance Receipts Receipts Other Total Receipts 

Brought Chester Local Govt. & (Permits, Fees & Balance 
Forward Township Library Funds & Interest) 

2014 

2013 $12,375.52 $150,000.00 $14,673.00 $10,002.79 $187,056.39 

2012 $4,018.68 $130,410.00‘ $15,515.53 $326.03 $150,270.24 

2011 $4,246.84 $44,000.00‘ $14,466.47 $927.53 $63,685.84 

2010 $12,684.44 $33,oo5.o0* $16,025.98 $277.28 $61,992.70 

5775" 
($4,262.00)" 

*Chester Township paid $10,000 for maintenance 
A Prior Year Encumbrances 
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Actual Expenditure Balances for the Chester Township Park District 
_§ubmitted to the Geauga Coti_rity_Au_di_tpr __M 4“ 
Year General Personal Capital Reserve Maintenance Donations Total 

Services Improvements Fund or Otherti Expenditures 

2014 

2013 $16,300.43 $4,422.49 $119,875.79 3,223.50 $30,876.38 $4,000.00 $178,699.59 

2012 $9,600.36 $3,357.03 $117,833.74 -0- $8,174.3D* $1,000.00 $139,965.43 

2011 $13,166.06 $2,712.05 $39,489.80 -0- $1,421.55‘ $1,005.50 $57,794.96 

2010 $14,479.34 $3,297.50 $35,725.33 -0- $2,942.02‘ $1,301.67 $57,745.86

~ 2009 $15,244.39 37119.0 'é26,o7'zR2 -0- 
' 

$sss.ss* $1,305.00 $47,605.81 

*Chester Township paid $10,000 for maintenance 
A 3“ 

#Other is vandalism 

The park district’s assets valued on a cost basis as ofDecember 31, 2013 total $12,077.53.” 

e Chester Townshr 

In March 2014, a twenty-nine page document entitled, “Chester Township Park District 

2013 Review (Revised 3/5/14),”54 without an identified author was presented to individual 

members of the Chester Township Board of Trustees and the Chester Township Fiscal Officer by 

a fonner Chester Township Tmstee, Ron Cottman. 

The “Review” raised a number of issues regarding the operation of the park district 

relating to vendor payments; increased spending; park projects, plans and budget estimates; 

alleged failures to follow Ohio law, park district by-laws and the Agreement between the park 

district and the Chester Township relating to the operation of a park district and open meetings; 

irregularities in accounting; non—park related expenditures for goods and services; disposition of 

park district property; bonding of the commissioners; and the employment of the park secretary. 

‘3 See Exhibit M, Chester Township Park District Inventory List 
5“ Exhibit A 
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Because of the “Review" the township trustees at their March 7, 2014, meeting withheld 

funding for the park district. An immediate needs funding request submitted by letter from Park 
Commissioner Weiss dated April 10, 2014, was approved on April 17, 2014. 55 

On March 20, 2014, Geauga County Probate Judge Timothy Grendell appointed me as 
Master Commissioner “to address issues raised” in the “Review," and to “determine, examine, 

and either resolve or provide to Court a proposed resolution” of the issues raised in the 

“Review.”5(’ 

I began my research by interviewing the new Chester Township Fiscal Officer who had 
already asked for a state audit of the township shortly after he assumed his new post. The auditor 

inquired of him about the park board, and after that inquiry, it was determined that the park 

district had never been audited. Upon further investigation, the state auditor determined that the 

park district would be audited but separately from the township because of the district status as a 

separate body politic. 

That audit is underway, and because of it I did not undertake an exhaustive review of the 

park district’s finances, but rather focused on the specific issues raised in the “Review” in 

general terms, leaving the audit function up to the state of Ohio. I also focused on issues raised in 

my interviews of the township fiscal officer, the township trustees, the park commissioners and 
the parks administrative assistant, former township trustees and park district commissioners, the 

5’ Minutes of the Chester Township Board of Trustees, April 17, 2014. 2014-223. Mr. Radtke moved to approve up 
to $21,348.90 payable to the Chester Township Park Board for the following items: 

$3,275.00 to M.A.L. Enterprises — repainting the gazebo 
$2,000.00 to Ladislas Zala — electrical engineering configurat.ion layout for lampposts 
$2395.00 to Kcn’s Parkltill Roofing — replace horseshoe pavilion roof and gutters 
$3,548.90 to Play & Park Structures — mulch for both playgrounds 
$2,100.00 to M.A.L. Enterprises — recoat all split rail fencing 
$2,500.00 Eugene DiFrmco — baseball field initial preparation 
$1,000.00 to Cliesterland Kiwanis Club — sumtner concert series 
$3,780.00 for Professional House Cleaning Services - Park cleanup expenses 
$ 750.00 for restroom vandalism repair — Freshly & Sons 

Mr. Petru7jello seconded. Vote unanimous; motion passed. 
5‘ In Re: Chester Township Park District. Case No. 84PC000l3‘), Judgment Entry dated 3/20/14. 

Page 34 of 93 

191



Geauga County Auditor and his deputy, and members of the public through their emails, letters” 

or at a public meeting.” My methodology was to examine each section of the “Review” versus 
the minutes, any controlling documents and law, contracts or orders for the purchase of goods or 

services, receipts and disbursements. 

In other words, I have examined the questions raised in a broader context and measured 

generally how the park district operates using the metrics set out in applicable revised code 
provisions, the district’s bylaws, and best practices for a park district board. Where necessary to 

provide context to my conclusion and findings and to point to specific deficiencies in process, I 

have given specific references to park board or township trustee meeting minutes, to specific 

resolutions and checks approved, or to answers to my specific questions posed during interviews. 
But it must be emphasized that my analysis of the “Review" is not an exhaustive audit. 

I defer any final conclusions as to the specific items delineated in the “Review” relating 

to financial discrepancies until the audit is complete. Once that audit is complete, I will be 

notified and the results reported to the court. 

57 See Exhibit Nl through N10-emails and letters received from t.he public and attendance list from public meeting 
with Master Commissioner held on June 26, 2014 
53 See Exhibit 0-notice of June 26, 2014 meeting 
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j:Reeent Significant Vendor Payments” in 2012 and 201359] 

ies-$6.:4..aZ.-.’'r4.. ; J_.s..si!e. R}! ed.-.N.0 91h=r ‘.l“,,‘”°,S.9l"?‘,i!!P.‘l.~~ Flayfinsl P3! ~ 

Conclusion-With major enhancement projects there is necessarily going to be major expense 

Even ifthe formal bidding process calling for multiple bids is not mandated because of the dollar 

amount of the contract, best practices generally require obtaining multiple bids for large dollar 

expenditures 

When asked why no other bids were obtained for the playground, the commissioners and 

Ms Vitale, who was a member of the playground committee, cited the failed attempts to re- 

engage another vendor, TDA Design, which company the park district had worked with in the 
initial design and planning stages, as well as the expense of the TDA proposals in the $200,000 
range They also cited their consultation with the Geauga Park District, their desire to “go with a 

local company,” and the safety credentials of Mr. Varga of Play and Park Structures lconclude 

the park district did its due diligence, the details of which are set forth in the chart below. 

Park District Meeting Date What the Records Reveal 
2/8/ll meeting Resolution passed to “allocate $3,500 to initiate the playground 

continuation project involving TDA Design [Then Design 
Architecture]” with a fall target date for installation and to re- 

ii’ 
I have also considered the charts of expenditures prepared by Ms. Vitale in response to the "Review" and my 

inqiiiriesi which is found intlie appendix as Exhibit AA 
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February and March, 
201 1 

4/4/1 1 meeting 

6/6/11 meeting 

6/27/1 1 meeting 

8/15/ll meeting 

1/17/12 

2/2/12 Meeting 

4/2/12 meeting 

establish the playground committee to seek community input. 
Letters were sent to “interested citizens” and to school PTOs 
seeking input and volunteers for the playground committee. 
Committee members were Margaret Vitale, Ronald Downs and 
Jim Beazel. 
TDA notified ofits selection-“awaiting reply.” Resolution 
approved appointing Jim Beazel as Leader of the Playground 
Committee. No community members appeared at the meeting 
despite invitations sent to school PTOs. A press release will be 
issued to seek more members. 
Playground Committee will obtain a quote from TDA to include 
in 2012 budget 
TDA presented the Playground Committee’s equipment selection 
and cost estimates for4 project categories. The commissioners 
decided to present a playground proposal to the Township 
Trustees seeking 2012 budgeted funds for 3 of the 4 categories. 
No other specifics were reflected in the minutes. No minutes for 
the July 14, 201 1 budget meeting are in the district records. 
2012 Budget approved and there was no item for playground 
improvements. Ron and Cathy Cottman attend the meeting and 
questioned why phase II of the playground expansion project 
“budgeted for $215,000" at the June 27, 2011 meeting was 
removed from the 2012 budget posted at Town Hall. “Ron 
Cottman requested an explanation of what happened between the 
Commissioners and the Trustees regarding the change from the 
budget of June 27"‘ which was approved and posted at the town 
hall.” “The Playground Committee fulfilled the commissioners 
requirement for an initial plan and it was determined that a 
meeting needs to be scheduled with the Trustees, the Playground 
Committee and the Commissioners to explain the phase II 
playground project expansion and discuss fruition plans.” 
Commissioner Downs reported that he contacted TDA to verify 
the request for a survey. 
TDA will be invited to next meeting to “discuss their planning 
needs and inform the Park Board of what is involved in the 
installation project.” 
Another potential Vendor, Then Design Architecture (TDA) was 
not responding to request for information and to attend a meeting. 
TDA had requested a “Full park survey,” which the board could 
not justify inasmuch as topographic survey could be obtained 
from the county. Commissioner Downs was tasked to meet with 
Mr. Curtain from the Geauga Park District to obtain infonnation 
on its playground designs and Commissioner Weiss was tasked 
with contacting Playground World of Chester and to follow up 
again with TDA. 
Commissioner Weiss reports Playground World will provide their 
earlier proposal and site plan presented a few years ago 
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5/3/12 meeting 

6/14/12 meeting 

8/23/12 Township 
Trustees Meeting 

7/12/12 meeting 

10/18/12 meeting 

2/27/13 meeting 

3/21/13 meeting 

5/16/13 meeting 

6/19/13 meeting 

7/2/13 meeting 

7/31/13 meeting 

8/22/13 meeting 

Presentation by Jerry Varga of Play and Park Structures-works 
with installer, Playground World of Chesterland. Park District is 
“no longer working with the TDA Group” 
Mr. Varga presented 2 purchasing options: purchase selected 
equipment in 2 or 3 phases and keep cost below $25,000; the other 
would be to install the selected equipment via The Cooperative 
Purchasing Network (TCPN). Commissioner Weiss was tasked to 
consult with the Geauga County Prosecutor to determine 
eligibility to use this program. The cost of park benches was also 
determined to be approximately $517 and Commissioner Weiss 
has contacted interested donors. 
Plans and contract presented to the township trustees with the 
funding request by Commissioner Weiss and Ms. Vitale. 
Resolution funding the project in the amount of $24,650 was 
passed.“ 
Commissioner Weiss reports that there has been no final answer 
from the prosecutor’s office regarding TCPN. If it could be used 
then the installation could be done in two phases. The 
commissioners passed resolution to approve the phase one as 
presented 6/4/12 [sic] with Play & Park in the sum of $24,126. 18 
and submit to county prosecutor for contract preparation. 
Check 1683 approved to pay Play & Park $24,126.18 (for quote 
717—65393A) 
Met with Mr. Varga to discuss playground completion. “Updated 
pricing” noted, but no amounts are reflected in the minutes. 
Resolution was approve to approve a contract with Play & Park to 
“complete the final playground expansion discussed at the prior 
meeting,” But there is no contract price or other details reflected 
in the minutes. 
Check 1758 approved to pay Play & Park $35,296.65 (for Invoice 
30515 for the final phase of equipment) 
Six park benches have been donated and installed and patron’s 
displays have been ordered; however, the Probate Court file 
reflects only one park bench donation was submitted to Judge 
Grendell for approval.“ 
Check 1803 approved to pay Play & Park $2,655.74 (for 6 park 
benches) 
Twelve park benches have been installed “primarily paid for 
through the donations" and the district “will assume an estimated 
$500” for the twelve benches 
Check 1821 approved to pay Play & Park $2,655.74 (for 
additional park benches) and commissioners acknowledged 
Chester Auto Body for donating the labor to mount the twelve 
plaques on the benches. There was no quantification of the 
donated labor reflected in the minutes. 

‘" Chcstcr Township Board ofTnistecs Resolution 2012-489. 
6‘ 3120/ 14 approval of donation by Consolidated Investment Corporation 
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Issue 2-H & M Landscape 40,5221 ~~~ Issue Raised o speci ic issue identified other 
7 

than _payntents were‘ niI'icant"
~i ‘V

I 

Conclusion-The Natureworks funded pavilion project was actually started by the township 

tmstees, who tumed the project over to the park district for completion. This is a good example 

of cooperation between the township and the park district. The project was vetted by the 

township, the park district and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Outside sources of 

funds were identified and plans obtained from Munson Township at no cost. Given the scope of 

the project and the end product, I conclude the significant payments were well»spent. 

Park District Meeting Date What the Records Reveal 
4/2/12 meeting ODNR Natureworkséz has been approved to fund the pavilion which 

is a part ofthe master plan for the volley ball court installation. The 
grant is in the amount of up to $15,000 with the inclusion ofa 
budgeted 25% funds match from the public entity. Commissioner 
Weiss obtained drawings from Munson Township prepared to fit the 
existino concrete pad“ H&M to prepare proposal for pavilion 

5/3/12 meeting Mr Mazzurco of H&M Landscape presented proposals for pavilion 
construction to meet ODRN Nature Works grant specifications. No 
amounts for each option are reflected in the minutes. He also 
presented proposals for landscape enhancements to complete the 
volleyball park court installations and repairs to the existing 
pavilion. Commissioners agreed to further discuss 5 items from this 

52 Ex1iibilP—0DNR Letter dated 12/22/11 to Tmstce Joyce regarding grant applied for by the Cliester Township 
Board of Trustees 
5’ Exhibit Q~email dated 4/3/12 from Tnistec Joyce to Commissioner Weiss regarding draitings 
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6/14/12 meeting 

7/12/12 meeting 

8/9/12 meeting 

9/5/12 meeting 

9/27/12 meeting 

10/18/12 meeting 

11/29/12 meeting 

5/16/13 meeting 

7/31/13 meeting 

9/12/13 meeting 

proposal totaling $14,721 .01with H&M. 
ODNR approval both options, and a resolution was passed to go 
forward with option 1 in the amount of $20,419 contingent on 
preparation and review of contract by county prosecutor. (Contract 
signed 6/28/12) 
Resolution approved the landscape enhancements of$14,721.01 
contingent on preparation and review of contract by county 
prosecutor. (Contract signed 8/9/12.) 
Check 1661 approved to H&M $10,209.50 (for 50% draw on 
pavilion project) 
Check 1669 approved to H&M $10,209.50 (for balance on pavilion 
project) 
Pavilion complete and documents being assembled to submit to state 
of Ohio for reimbursement per the grant. Minutes reflect H&M 
“performed several additional required tasks at no cost,” without 
quantification of the value of those donated services. It is also noted 
that “special Township funds” were approved to purchase gravel for 
the parking lot adjacent to the baseball field without funher detail in 
the minutes. 
Check 1684 approved to H&M $10,800.93 (toward landscape 
enhancements contract) 
Check 1689 approved to H&M $3,920.08 (toward landscape 
enhancements contract balance) 
Check 1754 approved to H&M $1,560.00 (toward repairs to 
volleyball court area) 
Minutes reflect that Joe Mazurrco of H&M donated his time and 
materials to replace the lighting at the corner of the perennial garden 
without quantification of the value of this donation. 
Resolution approving H&M’s bids for three separate projects: 
Perennial Garden Renovation $1,585.00, Stone Reset Around 
Driveways and Garden Areas $1,500.00, and Flower Bed Horseshoe 
Area Clean Up $585.00 [sic]. Minutes reflect proposals were 
obtained from “three local area landscape companies” for this work; 
however, the records only contain one additional proposal for the 
stone reset project. 
Check 1832 approved to H&M $3,665.00 (for the three projects) 
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fssue 3-Di-l-‘ranco Landscaping $26,080-$Z37,E(')(~JW Issue raised: Only oriaiiote obtaiiiied for 
‘ ' r 1d k : 

Conclusion-When asked about efforts to obtain other quotes, the commissioners indicated that 

“all vendors” were asked to quote the work for the ball field. The park district arborist 

recommended the board hire DiFranco I conclude the park district did its due diligence, the 

details ofwhich are set forth in the chart below. 

Park District Meeting Date What the Records Reveal 
12/9/l 1 meeting Commissioner Bidwell was tasked to contact Bart Alcom (also preps 

ball fields) and Eugene DiFranco to obtain assistance on baseball 
field renovation and get time estimate for the work 

3/5/12 meeting Wayne Williams from the West Geauga Baseball Federation 
attended meeting to discuss its use application and “commitment to 
the ongoing field maintenance.” Mr. Williams offered his assistance 
in evaluating the renovation project. Alcom “will perform the 
required pre-maintenance of the field and invoice the Park Board for 
that initial job.” No dollar amount noted. 

4/2/12 meeting Mr. DiFranco discusses drainave issues. Minutes note that the 
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township road superintendent is willing to assist in investigation of 
the drainage issue and proving trenching services. Mr. DiFranco will 
submit a proposal 

5/3/12 meeting Commissioner Weiss reports of possible drainage temporary fix by 
road department while full renovations plans are being prepared 

6/28/12 meeting Within the 2013 Proposed Budget is an estimated project costs for 
field renovation of $25,000 

7/ 12/ 12 meeting “Proposals are being requested to determine the scope, timing and 
cost of the wor ” 

8/9/12 meeting Minutes reflect that Commissioners Bidwell and Weiss met with 
DiFranco at the ball field to discuss the “necessary renovations.” 
“Resolution was adopted to accept the 7/27/ 12 proposal from 
DiFranco in the sum of $23,600 contingent upon documentation and 
contract. (Contract was signed 9/5/12.) 

9/5/12 “emergency” Contract with DiFranco signed and commissioners also approved 
meeting $1,700 contract with ABV Contractors, Inc. to scope the ball field 

drainage pipes “if deemed necessary” by Mr. DiFranco 
11/29/12 meeting Check 1688 approved to DiFranco Landscaping $21,240.00 (10% 

retained because 90% of the project complete and the balance to be 
done in the spring) 

Issue 4-Electrical Contractor Payments $52,411 Issue Raised: No specific issue identified 
other than to note that the payments 

.,.v!.¢r.e. “?i..s:*.i'.E.¢aI:£:’ ilmm. 

The “Review” identifies these specific vendors and payment totals: 
Peerless Electric 2012-2013 $36,996 
Chesterland Electric 2013 $9,509 
Hi Lite Maintenance 2013 $3,065 
ElectroLite 2013 $2,841 

Conclusion-The electrical system at Parkside has historically been problematic With input from 

a consultant and the recent investments in upgraded lighting system, the lighting expense “black 

hole” should become manageable. I conclude the “significant” payments were necessary to 

continue to offer the park for evening games and events, and the park district did its due 

diligence, the details of which are set forth in the chart below. 

5‘ Sec “Sunshine Law" discussion infra, regarding the issues raised in the “Revicw" about tlus meeting. 
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Park District Meeting Date 
1/17/12 meeting 

2/2/12 meeting 

3/5/12 meeting 

4/2/12 meeting 

5/3/12 meeting 

6/14/12 meeting 

6/28/12 meeting 

7/12/12 meeting 

8/9/12 meeting 

9/5/12 meeting 

9/20/12 

9/27/12 meeting 

10/18/12 meeting 

What the Records Reveal 
Presentation by Laszlo Zala, electrical engineer, for two proposed 
lighting plans for the volleyball court. Approved resolution to 
request Zala to given written details of what he would provide to the 
district to assist in the preparation of scope and specifications 
packages for contractor bids for his $1,500 engineering fee 
Approved resolution to accept Zala’s engineering proposal and 
$1,500 fee 
Zala presents specification package. He will review the bids and 
make a recommendation once bids are received 
Commissioner Weiss reported he requested volleyball lighting bids 
from “three local area electrical contractors found in the 
phonebook.” Responses: Chesterland Electric “job is outside of their 
scope and too large”; Kennington Electric and Peerless Electric 
“will provide a quote” 
Two quotes received and commissioners found that both are under 
the competitive bidding threshold. Zala is evaluating the bids. 
Peerless bid is accepted contingent on contract review by county 
prosecutor. No amount is stated in the minutes. 
Peerless contract approved and signed. Minutes do not reflect the 
amount of the contract. (From other documents I found the Contract 
price was $24,650.) 
Peerless was also contacted to perfonn an emergency lighting repair 
perfonned on June 22, 2012 to the ball field light fixtures to meet 
needs of scheduled games in the amount of$1,589. Check1643 to 
Peerless $1589.00 was approved. 
Proposal from Peerless dated 6/27/12 to provide a monthly park 
electric inspection and report at a cost of $1 10 per month for the 
months of April through December approved. 
The Proposed Capital Budget for 2013 included $10,000 for “Safety 
Lighting” near the new pavilion area parking lot and $5,500 for 
“Holiday Lighting/Decorations” 
Check 1651 approved to Peerless $6,162.50 for the 25% down 
payment for the volleyball lighting project. No requisition form 
signed, only an email initialed apparently by Commissioner Downs 
It was noted that the Chester Road Department perfonned the 
trenching for the volleyball court lighting project without any 
quantification of the value of these services. 
Check 1663 to Peerless $10,353.00 approved (42% of the contract 
price) Job estimated to be complete by the “end of the week” 
Check 1674 $8,134.50 to Peerless for volleyball court lighting 
issued but not approved in minutes 
Minutes reflect “Peerless Electric will install the light fixtures along 
the ceiling” ofthe new pavilion. No mention of cost or approval ofa 
proposal. 
Check 1686 to Peerless $225.00 approved (for gazebo repairs) 
Peerless presented a quote to relocate wires in the playground area. 
Resolution approved 21 10/17/12 Playground Lighting Base Bid for 
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11/29/12 meeting 

2/27/13 meeting 

3/21/13 meeting 

4/17/13 meeting 

5/16/13 meeting 

6/19/13 meeting 

7/31/13 meeting 

8/22/13 meeting 

11/13/13 meeting 

$900. 
Check 1697 to Peerless $925 approved (to pay new pavilion power 
and lighting contract dated 10/5/12) It appears this is the pavilion 
lighting project discussed at the 9/27/12 meeting, and there is no 
resolution approving the contract. 
Check 1713 to Peerless $1,450 approved (for ‘/2 of the purchase 
option for the holiday lights) lt is presumed that this stems from the 
resolution passed at the 1/3/13 meeting to “fund the holiday 
lighting/decoration project up to $5,500 the 2013 budgeted amount”. 
Check 1716 to Peerless $720 (for flag pole light repair per 12/27/12 
invoice) and there is no resolution approving the contract 
Check 1723 to Peerless $1,450 (for the second payment toward the 
holiday lights/purchase) 
Resolution approved to contract with Chesterland Electric for the 
expanded parking area $5,315.00. No mention in the minutes ofany 
other quotes received. (Commissioner advised that Peerless 
submitted a quote.) 
Check 1737 to ElectoLite $2,841.65 (for installation of hanging 
baskets and banners) It appears this is the “park banners” mention in 
the minutes from the 3/21/13 meeting, and there is no resolution 
approving the contract. 
Check 1740 to Peerless $605.00 (for rope lighting) 
Check 1749 to Peerless $900.00 (for third and final payment for 
holiday lights/decorations purchase) 
Check 1755 to Hi Lite Maintenance $3,065 (to install flagpole and 
lighting) The minutes of the 2/27/ 13 meeting reflect a resolution 
passed approving the “purchase and installation” of new flag pole 
and flag from The Flag Store for $2,500 
Check 1774 to Chesterland Electric $4,500.00 (for parking lot 
project) approved 3/21/ 13 
Resolution approved a quote from Peerless in the sum of$1,395.00 
to replace the 1500 W ball field light 
Check 1787 to Chesterland Electric $3,750.00 (to pay the balance 
for the parking lot project plus “extras.”) Total cost $8,250.00 
Approval of extras not reflected in the minutes. 
Check 1807 to Peerless $767.50 approved (for monthly inspection 
perfomied 6/5/13 and repairs) 
Check 1812 to Chesterland Electric for $291.18 actually written but 
minutes show check was to Sal Charillio for $291. 
Resolution passed and Check 1826 to Peerless $320.00 approved for 
temporary electric service panels for Chesterfest 
Check 1829 to Chesterland Electric approved (for $290.00 for soda 
machine light) No resolution to approve work. 
Resolution approved to contract with Peerless for temporary 
installation and the removal ofoutlets and cabling for holiday lights 
for $1,500 
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‘ 

.5-Tree woI‘leahdia1‘boiristcharges ilssuie Raised: 
7’ 

Check 1842 to Peerless approved $1,395 (for 1500 W ball field 
light) 

l2/19/13 meeting Check 1860 to Peerless approved (for 32,000 for holiday lights) This 
was the contract for $1,500 approved at the ll/13/13 meeting plus 
$500 extras Approval ofcxtias not rellected in the minutes

~
~ o ide 

than to note that the payments were 

The “Review” identifies these specific vendors and payment totals: 
lnspeyered Tree Service $5,760 
The Pruning Company $4,815 
Apex Land Management “paid $1,690 for a two year period expenditure of 

$12,265" 
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Conclusion-Engaging an arborist and tree service contractors to maintain a park with many 

large, mature trees seems to be an obvious and necessary expense. The total expenditure number 

is “significant” because it was appears significantly higher than the budgeted amount. However, 

tree maintenance is separate and apart from other tree work associated with a project, e.g, 

removing trees from the volleyball area. I conclude the park district did its due diligence in 

selecting a Forester, and it was reasonable for the park district to rely on his advice and his 

recommendation of contractors as detailed in the chart below. 

2012 Budget request 
Park District Moeiing Date 
2/8/11 meeting 

3/7/11 meeting 

1/17/12 meeting 

2/2/ 12 meeting 

6/28/12 meeting 
8/9/12 meeting 

9/27/12 meeting 

1/3/13 meeting 

1/24/13 meeting 

Included $2, 500 for arborist tree trimming expenses 
What the Records Reveal 
Three applications for position of Forester were received and 
resolution passed to select Dave Allen and the arborist consultant. 
No mention in minutes of contract terms. 
Minutes mention commissioners review a document submitted by 
Mr. Allen stating his available services and rate, but no specifics 
given. The document is apparently the 3/2/11 rate letter from The 
Pruning Company, LLC setting Mr. Allen‘s rates of $45 per hour for 
consulting services and $60 per hour for tree care services 

Park arborist Allen recommended pmning for health and safety. “He 
referred lnspeyered Tree Service of Chesterland to perform the work 
over the winter months as their rate is more competitive during this 
time." Mr. Allen was tasked to obtain 3 quotes for the necessary 
pmning. 
Mr. Allen presented quote from Momingstar Tree Service and 
lnspeyered Tree Service. Resolution passed to approve the lower bid 
of $2,400 from lnspeyered. 
Check 1621 to The Pruning Company (Dave Allen) approved $390 
for consulting and pruning work 
2103 Proposed Budget included $5,310 for Arborist-Safety Pruning 
Resolution approved for contract with lnspeyered Tree Service for 
$3,360.00 for tree removal by volleyball courts 
Check 1657 approved to lnspeyered Tree Service $2,400 approved 
at the 2/2/14 meeting 
Check 1675 approved to the Pruning Company $675.00 for arborist 
services & labor 
Resolution passed approving contract to Apex Land Management for 
planting trees $1,000 
Check 1702 approved to the Pruning Company $330.00 for arborist 
services & labor 
Resolution passed approving contract with Apex for stump removal 
$425.00 
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Check 1709 approved to Apex Land Management for $1,265.00 for 
planting approved on 1/2/13 and extra clean up services 

3/21/13 meeting Check 1728 approved to the Pruning Company $1,237.50 for 
arborist services 

4/17/13 meeting Check 1734 approved to Apex Land Management $425.00 for 
1/24/13 stump removal contract (Cheek was voided but that fact was 
not reflected in the minutes) 
Check 1743 approved to Apex Land Management $120 00 for stump 
grinding 

5/16/13 meeting Check 1769 approved to the Pruning Co. $1,252.50 for arborist 
services and labor 
Check 1781 approved to Apex Land Management $425.00 (reissued 
to replace Check 1734) 

7/31/13 meeting Check 1819 approved to The Pruning Company $930 00 for arborist 
services and labor 

W 
Issue Raised: lsrior to lhiredrto 

mi 

drag infield and was paid $650 in 2012; then DiFranco 
_mk:_iL1dscnping was to do the" J‘ 

~~ ~ 

Conclusion-I went back to examine what Mr. Alcom did for the $625. In 2010, he was paid $650 

to do one pre-season field preparation. In 2011, he charged $650 for this same pre-season prep 

work. This is different work than preparing the field before a game. I conclude the “Review” is not 

making an “apples to apples” comparison as detailed in the chart below. 
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Park District Meeting Date 
11/29/12 meeting 

1/3/13 meeting 

1/24/13 meeting 

5/16/13 meeting 

11/13/13 meeting 

1
H

l~ 
lssue 2-Hiring Dave Allen of The Pruning 

Mi 

What the Records Reveal 
Commissioners noted that a discussion of having DiFranco 
Landscaping (who was doing the field renovations) do the field 
maintenance the first year “to ensure proper upkeep” would be had 
at a future meeting. They also noted that the West Geauga Baseball 
Federation “will need to be informed. ..since they have maintained 
the field in the past.” 
Commissioners again noted that a discussion of having DiFranco 
Landscaping (who was doing the field renovations) do the field 
maintenance the first year “to ensure proper upkeep” would be had 
at a future meeting. Minutes also note that a “memo will be sent to 
West Geauga Baseball Federation informing them that DiFranco 
Landscaping will maintain the field for the 2013 season and that use 
fees will be imposed to defray the maintenance cost. 
Proposal to charge West Geauga Baseball Federation use fee of $250 
per day for five days per published rates. No vote. 
Resolutions passed to contract with DiFranco to prepare and 
maintain the ball field at a contract price of $85.00 per prep. Minutes 
reflect that the West Geauga Baseball Federation offer to donate $50 
toward the expense, but in light of the Federation‘s shortage of funds 
a resolution passed to waive the field prep fee for the 2013 season. 
Check 1846 approved to DiFranco Landscaping $2,480 for 24 drags 
of the infield ($2,040) approved at the 5/ 16/ 13 meeting plus extras 
for materials for the field, e.g. base plugs, bags ($315.00) and one 
field aeration due to compaction ($125.00). Extras were not included 
in any resolution. 

Issue Raised: None specifically is 

stated as the park’s resident 
arborist apart from a total three 9. 

. x9ar.!9e$.9T.3§.7.a3!5-9" ,2.” “.1~ 
Conclusion-As previously noted, engaging an arborist is essential. The park district advertised 

its RPF, reviewed three quotes, and accepted the lowest quote. 

Park District Meeting Date 
11/1/10 meeting 

1/3/11 meeting 

2/8/11 meeting 

What the Records Reveal 
Commissioner Downs was tasked with preparation of an ad for a 
certified forester “for work consisting of safety pruning, assisting in 
the selection and placement . .of memorial trees & plaques and two 
year tree planting phase schedule corresponding with park plans 
with a specified mandatory meeting attendance.” 
No applications had been received in December in response to RFP 
in the Chesterland News. The RFP was Very detailed and called for a 
two year contract 
Three applicants: Knowles Municipal Forestry $50/hr; The Pruning 
Co. LLP (Dave Allen) $45/hr, and Douglas Yates $70/hr. 
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Issue 3-Land & Site Contractor Services Hired 2013 
to mow grass and do janitorial work 1 day/week 
from 4/1-11/30 (2013 paid $16,493) 
Professional House Cleaning Service hired to clean restrooms A minimum of two days per week at $45/dawy (2013 paid $2,742.30) 

Issued Raised: Road 
Dept. previous did this 

Conclusion-I conclude the park district had no choice but to hire outside contractors because of 

increased demands on the road department as detailed in the chart below. 

Park District Meeting Date 
1/3/13 meeting 

1/24/13 meeting 

4/17/13 meeting 

Issue 4-Peerless’ Electric Monthly Inspections 

What the Records Reveal 
Chester Township Road Department Groundskeeper Mark Rosieum 
spoke to the commissioners about issues and concerns about the 
proper maintenance of the parklands and the reasons why the park 
district may have to hire an outside crew to perform this work. He 
cited increase in parklands and new equipment needs in order to 
meet the increased tasks. 
Arborist was tasked with compiling a list of duties to maintain the 
park. Minutes reflect “several local landscape contractors have been 
solicited to provide a quote to the park for these maintenance 
services. Considering the funds required to maintain the Park in the 
past, the Commissioners are moving forward to assigning the upkeep 
of the Park to a single contracted source of services instead of a 
combination of two Road Department employees performing the 
maintenance and the law cutting, Due to a lack of resources and time 
some of the maintenance was overlooked in the past by the Road 
Department because of other more pressingjobs and therefore the 
condition of the Park is at a lower standard.” 
Arbori st conducted a review and bidding process and recommended 
Land & Site, a local company. Resolution approved to hire the firm 
at a contract price of$l5.495 for period from April 1 through 
November 30, 2013. Contract signed 4/17/13. An additional 
resolution passed to hire Professional Home Cleaning a local 
company to do addition janitorial work a minimum oftwo days a 
week at $45/day. Contract signed 4/17/13. Neither the minutes nor 
the letter from Mr. Allen specifically detail any other bidders or 
RFPs. 

Issue Raised: No specific issue identified 
other than to note that the payments were 
“significant” 

Conclusion-I found only one monthly inspection and one payment for that inspection. I cannot 

find where any additional monthly inspections were performed or paid, and I confirmed in my 
interviews with the park district’s fiscal officer that no other inspections were done. 
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Park District Meeting Date 
6/28/12 meeting 

7/31/13 meeting 

rfisnecretarialméogts
7 

‘ 2011 $2,710 
2013 $4,422 

What the Records Reveal 
Proposal from Peerless dated 6/27/12 to provide a monthly park 
electric inspection and report at a cost of $1 10 per month for the 
months of April through December approved. No proposal in the 
records. 
Check 1807 to Peerless $767.50 approved for monthly inspection 
performed 6/5/13 and repairs. Written report fonn is in the park 
records. 

Issue raise: Increase from 2011 by 61% 
2014 Funding Request to Chester Township Trustees 
indicated secretary costs at $3,600 “same as last year” 
but last year’s amount was $4,422 

Conclusion-When I inquired about the increased amount, Ms. Vitale explained that she has been 

required to put in more time with the increased level of activity and number of park projects. She 

has also spent many hours doing work at the park for which she has not sought compensation. 

Commissioner Weiss explained that the “same as last year” notation was simply an error. 

Park District Meeting Date 
8/6/2007 meeting 

12/21/09 meeting 

8/30/10 meeting 

1/3/13 meeting 

What the Records Reveal 
Resolution approved to hire Ms. Vitale’s predecessor, Michele 
Reksten and to change the title for the position from “Secretary” to 
“Administrative Assistant.” No mention made in minutes ofamount 
to be paid. 
Commissioners inquire whether time logs for secretary were being 
maintained. Secretary maintains time on “slips of paper” and then 
transfers them to a log. (Logs are being maintained by Ms. Vitale) 
Resolution approved to appoint Margaret “Peg” Vitale as new 
Administrative Assistant. No mention of pay rate. 
Resolution approved to increase Park Secretary’s rate to $15.00 
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From the “Review”: 
Project/cost estimate/ 
2013 payments 
(as calculated by the 
“Review”) and 
Comments in “Review” 
Playground completion 
Estimated cost $25,000 
2013 payments $35,296 
($10,296 over estimate) 

Ball field outfield 
renovations- Not done 
Estimated cost $25,000 
2013 payments -0- 
Pavilion repair-horseshoe 
pit area 
Estimated cost $6,000 
2013 payments -0- 
Not done, except gutter 
work for $300-$500 
Maintenance 
Estimated cost $18,000 
2013 payments $40,614 
($22,614 over estimate) 

$2,480 for DiFranco 
dragging 
$2,841 for ElectoLite 
$5,207 for Peerless 
$2,135 for Freshley 

$3,065 for Hi Lite 
$1,100 for bench painting 
$16,493 for Land & Site 
$2,742 for restroom 
cleaning 

What the Records Reveal 

2/27/13 meeting (after the date of the estimate)- Met with Mr. Varga 
to discuss playground completion. “Updated pricing" noted, but no 
amounts are reflected in the minutes. 
3/21/13 meeting-Resolution approving a contract with Play & Park 
to “complete the final playground expansion discussed at the prior 
meeting.” But there is no contract price or other details reflected in 
the minutes. 
5/16/13 meeting-Check 1758 approved to pay Play & Park 
$35,296.65 for Invoice 30515 for the final phase ofequipment 
6/19/13 meeting-the minutes reflect that the “timing of the ball field 
outfield work to complete the ball field project will be discussed at 
future meeting.” 

I found nothing in the records regarding this proposed project. In my 
interviews with the Commissioners and fiscal officer, I learned that 
they decided to put this off for a year, and the gutter work was for 
the gazebo. 

DiFranco dragging the ball field-this used to be done by the West 
Geauga Baseball Federation. 
Electolite —payment to hang baskets & banners 
Peerless-multiple electrical repairs 
Freshly-plumbing work to upgrade the bathroom fixtures and repair 
men’s bathroom. $250 was donated by the West Geauga Kiwanis 
after the commissioner solicited donations to do the upgrade and 
install a drinking fountain (see 7/2/13 meeting). 8/22/13 resolution to 
approve $1,850 to complete the replacement of flush valves and sink 
faucets 
Hi Lite-new flag pole and lighting installation 
Bench painting is self-explanatory 
Land & Site and Professional Home Cleaning- 
The actual maintenance cost for FY 2012 was $18,174.30, so the 
estimated cost for 2013 of $18,000 was in line ifthe road department 
was going to continue to do the work as in the past. However, the 
road department and the commissioners began to question whether 
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$3,750 for the Pnming 
Company 
$801 for Tumey’s 
Park signs-not listed in 
the 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $3,963 

Park signs by All-ways 
Flasher for $963 

$3,000 to Guthrie 
Designworks 

Park benches-not listed in 
the 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $5,311 
Drainage trench along 
walkway-not listed in 
2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $3,548 
Perennial garden 
renovation by H&M-not 
listed in 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $1,585 

Holiday Lighting 
Estimated cost $5,500 

this arrangement could continue. 
See the entire discussion above regarding the contract to Land and 
Site and Professional Home Cleaning regarding the increase for 
these services triggered by outsourcing and not being able to use the 
road department 
See entire discussion above regarding the need for a park arborist 

All-Ways Flasher-park safety signs determined to be needed at 
4/17/13 meeting 

3/21/13 meeting-resolution passed to purchase a new Parkside sign 
from Guthrie and Check 1732 to Guthrie Desi gnworks $1,200 
approved (for down payment on the initial sign at a cost of $3,000) 
4/17/13 meeting-resolution approved to purchase two more Parkside 
signs from Guthrie for $1,200 (But these were never purchased) 
Check 1745 to Guthrie Designworks $600 approved (for second 
payment on the initial sign) 
5/16/13 meeting-Check 1766 to Guthrie Designworks $1,200 
approved (for the final payment on the initial sign) 

6/28/12 meeting a park bench donation project is first discussed 
7/31/13 meeting $500 assumed by the park district for this park 
bench donation project 
$8,750 in park bench donations have been received 
6/19/13 meeting brick walkway flooding problem raised and 
resolution passed to contract with Abate Landscaping to perform the 
drainage work 

66 

1/24/13 meeting Ms. Slane from the Perennial Gardeners infonned 
that approximately $700 is spent per year for planting and 
maintaining the garden. Resolution approved to provide $500 in 
support of their work 
3/21/ 13 meeting Ms. Plank from the perennial gardeners informed 
district that they will require help to continue to maintain the comer 
garden 
7/31/13 resolution approve to contract perennial garden 
improvements to H&M $1,585 
1/3/13 meeting- resolution adopted to fund the project up to $5,500 
11/13/13 meeting-resolution to approve the same amount paid in 

6‘ Exhibit S-Chester Township Park District Donations 2013 list 
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2013 payments $7,400 
($1,900 over budget) 

Parking lot expansion and 
horseshoe driveway 
gravel-new pavilion and 
lighting walkway area 
and park and electric 
relocation expense 
Estimated cost $21,000 
2013 payments $24,093 
($3,092 over budget) 

$6,299 for gravel 
$3,500 for Podogil 
Excavating 
$1,500 to H&M for stone 
boundary wall 
replacement 
$585 to H&M for added 
top soil & mulch 
$9,509 to Chesterland 
Electric 
$646 to Costco for lamps 
$2,054 to Yandell and 
Costco for lamps and 
Costco membership 
6 out of10 lamps 
purchased have been 
installed) 

2012 to Peerless to set up and take down the outlets and cabling. 
12/19/13 meeting Check 1860 to Peerless approved for $2,000 for 
holiday lights. This was the contract for $1,500 approved at the 
11/13/13 meeting plus $500 in extras 
11/13/13 meeting Check 1845 approved to Rotary for $3,000. 
A review of 2013 check: for holiday lighting reveals: 
07/07/2013 1713 Peerless lilociric Holiday Ligitiiig l.-150.00 
03/13/2013 1713 Peerless Electric 1/137013 nimio L450100 
05/06/2013 1749 Peerless Electric Holiday electric 900.00 

equipment 
10/01/2013 1845 Rotary Club of Holiday display 1000.00 

Chesterland 
1W18/Z013 1860 Peerless Electric Clirisliiias lighting 1,500.00 
12/1R/2013 1860 Peerless Electric Extension cords 500.00 

TOTAL 58,000 
1/24/13 meeting -discussed expanding the parking lot area. Mr. 
Parker to perform survey 

2/27/13 meeting -police chief and road department support the 
revised parking plan and resolutions approved to spend up to $2,500 
for Podogil Excavating to revamp the driveway and up to $750.00 
for additional gravel for the horseshoe driveway. Mr. Parker’s 
survey and drawings delayed due to the weather. 

$2,054 to Yandell and Costco for lamps and Costco membership- 
requisition signed by Weiss and Yandell on date of purchase 1/29/13 
and Check 1711 dated 2/1/13 was cashed on 2/7/13 and was 
approved at the 2/27/ 13 meeting 

3/21/13 meeting -Mr. Parker presented the updated parking area 
survey. Resolution to approve contract with Chesterland Electric for 
$5,315 to perform the electric work, 

4/ 17/ 13 meeting-resolution approved to spend $1,000 for more 
gravel and Mr. Parker presented additional plans for split rail 
fencing and block edging 

5/16/13 meeting: 
Check 1759 to Podogil Excavating $3,500 
Check1763 to All~Ways Flasher Services $140 84 
Check 1765 to Deepwoods Tnrcking $5,779.52 (gravel) 
Check 1773 to All-Ways Flasher Services $239.62 
Check 1774 to Chesterland Electric $4,500 (parking lot-partial 
payment) 
Check 1772 to Al Parker $300 
6/19/13 meeting: 
Check 1783 to Costco $646.47 
Check 1878 to Chesterland Electric $3,750 (parking lot—balance due) 
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Patio stones for Fire 
Department Patio-not 
listed in 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $620 
Garden design by Mary 
Singluff-not listed in 
2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $400 
Apex planting trees and 
stump grinding-not listed 
on 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $1,690 
Staining and painting 
labor and materials- 
Estimated cost $17,000 
2013 payments $16,809 
($191 under budget) 

7/31/13 meeting resolution passed to accept 1 (H&M) of3 bids to 
replace stone boundaries around new driveway and repair stone 
walls around driveway gardens $1,500 

9/12/13 meeting 
Check 1832 to H&M $3,665 for stone boundaries and other projects 
outside ofthe driveway area 
Check 1839 to Deepwoods Trucking $519.79 for more gravel 

5/16/13 meeting -Check 1751 to American Rail Road Tie $620.60 
6/19/13 minutes reflect “goodwill efforts by commissioners” 
including fire station patio, painting the road department building 
“efforts assumed by Park Board to improve the overall appearance 
of the Township campus adjacent to the Park.” 
5/16/13 meeting-Check 1778 to Mary Singluff$400 
No resolution 

1/3/13 meeting-resolution to contract with Apex to plant the live 
tress from the holiday lighting up to $1,000 
1/24/13 meeting-Check 1709 to Apex Land Management $1,265 
Resolution passed to contract with Apex for stump removal $425 
4/17/13 rneetinc-Check 1734 to Apex Land Management $425 
$12,080 to MAL 
$4,729 to Sherwin Williams“ 
2/27/13 meeting-resolution approved contract with 1 (MAL) of 2 
contractors for wash, treat and stain park stmctures in the sum of 
$8,530 
4/17/13 meeting under “Staining Park Structures”-minutes refer to a 
resolution passed at the 1/24/13 meeting approving MAL Enterprises 
to stain and paint all park structures in the amount of$7,530. 
Minutes also reflect discussion of additional work to be added 
including power washing gazebo bricks and power washing all park 
fencing and oil staining. Resolution passed to approve an additional 
$1,970. 

Review (If the MAL Contract rlaletl March 21. 2103 
2/5/13 proposal price $7,560 with a 50% draw upon acceptance 
$3,780 
2/10/13 amended proposal adding $970.00-TOTAL NOW $8,530 
3/20/13 additional amendment adding $1,000-TOTAL NOW $9,530 
Add an after contract-see Invoice dated 4/2 7/13 
An addition $2,550 was added for painting bathrooms, service 
garage, and power wash brick walkways TOTAL NOW $12,080 

67 
It should be noted that there has been a problem with assuring that vendor accounts are charged properly so that, 

for instance, charges at Sherwin Willianrs are put on the park district account rather than the township account. 
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Gutters and downspouts- 
new pavilion 
Estimated cost $300 
2013 payments $835 
($535 over budget) 

Horseshoe pit repairs 
Estimated cost $ 1,000 
2103 payments $1,000 
No “deviation” 

Perennial Gardeners 
Estimated cost $1,000 
2013 payments $500 
donation 

Hanging flower baskets 
Estimated cost $1000 
2013 payments $3,298 
Bremec $2,048 
Sal Charillo [sic] $1,250 

N.B. invoice shows and $325.00 donation discount to the walkway 
power washing 

4/17/13 meeting-resolution approved a draw to MAL $3,500 to 
complete painting, staining and power washing services 
4/17/13 meeting: 
Check 1733 dated 4/9/13 to MAL Enterprises $3,780 
Check 1741 to Sherwin Williams $1,354.61 
Check 1747 to MAL Enterprises $3,500 
5/16/13 meeting: 
Check 1757 to MAL Enterprises $1,300.00 
Check 1782 to MAL Enterprises $3,500.00 
2/27/13 meeting-resolution passed to contract with H&l( to install 
gutters on the pavilion up to $535 
3/21/13 meeting-received estimate from H&K of $350 for new 
gutters on the horseshoe pit pavilion. Additional quote would be 
sought. 
5/16/13 meeting: 
Check 1750 to H&K $835. No resolution 
5/16/13 meeting: 
Check 1761 to Bob Lautenschleger $335 for construction materials 
for new backstops. Labor donated by the West Geauga Horseshoe 
Club. 
Check 1775 to Claridon Barns $665for new shed installed by the 
road department $100 discount on the purchase given by Claridon 
Barns) 
1/24/13 meeting-resolution approved for a $500 donation given to 
the club by the district to help off-set club’s annual expense of 
approximately $700 
7/31/13 resolution approve to contract perennial garden 
improvements to H&M $1,585 
2/27/ 13 meeting resolution approved to purchase and install seven 
park banners from Design Viewpoints and install flower basket 
brackets on park poles for $2,334.(3/21/13 meeting minutes reflect 
ten) 
4/17/13 meeting: 
Check 1735 to Bremec Greenhouse and Nursery $692 for brackets 
6/19/13 meeting: 
Check 1784 to Sal Charlillo $1,000 to remove Chester Township 
banners and flowers baskets and rehang flower baskets 

7/2/13 meeting: 
Check 1800 to Bremec Greenhouse and Nursery $761.92 for baskets 
Check 1805 to Sal Charlillo balance due on 5/31/13 invoice 497275 
9/12/13 meeting-resolution passed to approve $594.13 to Bremec for 
the flower baskets for Chester Township 
9/12/13 meeting: 

Page 56 of 93 

213



Park banners 
Estimated cost $2,400 
2013 payments $1,344 

BBQ grills 
Estimated cost $1,300 
2013 payments -0- 
Not done 
Flag pole 
Estimated cost $4,000 
2013 payments $2,291 
($1,709 under budget) 

Check 1831 to Bremec Greenhouse and Nursery $594.13 
7/31/13 meeting: 
Check 1809 to Sal Charlillo $150 to remove and rehang 4 Chester 
Township banners 
N.B. Check 1812 to Sal Charlillo $291 (was actually a check to 
Chesterland Electric) 

Actual total to Bremec for Park District Flowers & banners was 
$1,453. 92 for the baskets & brackets. The $594. 13 for Chester 
Township flower baskets was a donation to the township by the 
park district. 

Total to Charlillo $1,250. 00 to remove and rehang banners and 
baskets for Chester Township was a donation to the township by 
the park district. 

ElectroLite installed the park district hanging flower basket 
brackets at no charge. (See 3/18/I3 invoice for hanging banners 
below**) 
2/27/13 meeting resolution approved to purchase and install seven 
park banners from Design Viewpoints and install flower basket 
brackets on park poles for $2,334.(3/21/13 meeting minutes reflect 
ten) 
2/27/13 meeting: 
Check 1718 to Design Viewpoints $784 for 7 banners 
3/21/13 meeting’ 
Check 1726 to Design Viewpoints $336 for 3 banners 
5/16/13 meeting: 
Check 1752 to Design Viewpoints $224 for 2 banners 

Total banner cast was $1,344, but “Review” does not include the 
cost to install the banners. 

4/17/13 meeting-Check 1737 to ElectroLite for $2,841.65 approved 
for installation ofpark district banners (“Invoice 48662 dated 
3/8/13 to install 6 banners $2,324.99 and Invoice 48669 dated 4/1/13 
to install 2 additional banners $516.66) 

Ifound no specific mention in minutes. My interviews with the 
Commissioners and Fiscal Officer revealed this was a concept added 
to the proposal at the last minute, but it was never discussed at a 
meeting or pursued further. 
2/27/13 meeting -The minutes reflect a resolution passed approving 
the “purchase and installation” of new flag pole and flag from The 
Flag Store for $2,500 and two residents have donated $500 each 
toward the new flag pole.“ 

‘X Exhibit S-Clicsler Township Park District Donations 2103. which rcflect 3 donors for a total of$1,5()0. 
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Pavement markings not 
listed in 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $250 
Chesterland News ads not 
listed in 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $874 

Custom Logos work? not 
listed in 2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $754 

Mulberry Creek 
Greenhouse? Not listed in 
2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $939 

2/27/13 meeting: 
Check 1722 to The Flag Store $1,000 
5/13/16 meeting: 
Check 1753 to The Flag Store $1,291.48 
Check 1755 to Hi Lite Maintenance $3,065 to install flagpole and 
lighting. 

Actual cost for flag and pole $2,291.48 
Actual cost for installation and lighting $3,065 
Less donations $1,500 
Total actual cost $3,856. 48 
6/19/13 meeting: 
Check 1786 to Brite Stripe Pavement Markings for $250 approved 
No resolution specifically addressing this item. 

4/17/13 meeting: 
Check 1736 to Chesterland News $250 for park bench ad 
6/19/13 meeting‘ 
Check 1788 to Chesterland News for $400 for Memorial Day ad 
8/22/13 meeting minutes reflect a full page thank you ad in the 
Chesterland News was placed to thank vendors in the 8/21/ 13 
edition 
8/22/13 meeting. 
Check 1820 to Chesterland News $16.00 for legal ad 
11/13/13 meeting: 
Check 1841 to Chesterland News $412.50 for Chesterfest ad 
12/19/13 meeting. 
N B. Check 1857 to Chesterland News $45.62 Check 1857 to 
Chesterland News for $45.62 actually a check to All-Ways Flasher 
for $45.62 
Total was actually $1,075.50 
6/19/13 meeting: 
Chock 1797 (Actually check 1796) to KT Custom Logos $538.99 for 
plaques for benches. (Check 1797 was actually a check to Ms. Vitale 
for $682.17) 
8/22/13 meeting: 
Check 1823 to KT Custom Logos $216 for plaques for benches 
No specifics in a resolution or minutes. 
6/19/13 meeting: 
Check 1798 to Mulberry Creek Greenhouses $335 for rototill & 
topsoil 
7/31/13 meeting: 
Check 1817 to Mulberry Creek Greenhouses $3,548.45 for drainage 
repairs 
8/22/13 meeting: 
Check 1825 to Mulberry Creek Greenhouses $64 for anchor com 
hole games & spray 
9/12/13 meeting: 
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Western Reserve 
Graphics? Not listed in 
2013 plan 
Estimated cost -0- 
2013 payments $550 

Check 1835 to Mulberry Creek Greenhouses $80 for rake wood 
chips 
11/13/13 meeting: 
Check 1850 to Mulberry Creek Greenhouses $348 for install of 
gravel & flower bed around flag pole 
12/19/13 meeting: 
Check 1859 to Mulberry Creek Greenhouses $111.98 for rakes for 
volley ball court 
No specifics in a resolution or minutes. 
1/24/13 meeting: 
Check 1707 to Westem Reserve Graphics $515 for stationary and 
business cards 
2/27/13 meeting: 
Check 1720 to Western Reserve Graphics $35 for business cards 
No specifics in a resolution or minutes. 

,§_I"ssue l-Compliance with RC. l545.22(B)(1) and (2)-“It would appear that the 
approximately $180,000 worth of check signed and issued by the park commissioners in 

K1 
2013 violate this provision of Ohio law. 

Conclusion- There is no issue here. As previously explained, RC. 1545 permits the park district 

to appoint its own fiscal officer and deposit its funds with a depository. The original board of 

commissioners elected to do this and complied with the formalities R.C. l545.22(B)(l) and (2) 

apply only, as the statute provides, “[i]f no treasurer is appointed by the board pursuant to section 

1545.07 ofthe Revised Code." 

That being said, the park district by-laws have not been amended to reflect this resolution 

to appoint its own fiscal officer nor have successive boards complied with the formalities. 

E 
Issue 2-R.C. 5705.45 liability for wrongful payments from public funds

§ § 
Issue 4-R.C. 5705.41(D)(1) certification of available funds

, 

l 
Issue 5-R.C. 5705.38(A) passing an annual appropriation resolution on or after the first of 

l daywof each fiscal year ~ 
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Conclusion- Ohio law does provide for personal liability for wrongful payments unless those 

payments were “subsequently approved” as provided in RC. 5705.41.69 Over the years, the park 
district did fail to include certification language on its requisition fonn and did fail to formally 

adopt an annual appropriation resolution at the beginning of each fiscal year. While ignorance of 

these requirements is no excuse, my research has found that there are other small township park 
districts that have similarly failed to comply.” The park district needs to update its practices and 

procedures, and I have already provided the district with examples of forms used by Russell 

Township Park District to correct any process deficiencies. 

The “Review” though contains incomplete statements of the applicable law and many 

misapprehensions. What may apply to a township board of trustees or a park district that has its 

own tax levy is not necessarily the same law applicable to this park district. 

Discussion- 

The definitional section of that chapter, found at R.C. 5705.01, provides in pertinent part: 

5705.01 Definitions As used in this chapter: 

(A) “Subdivision” means any county; municipal corporation, township; township police district; 
joint police district; township fire district; joint fire district; joint ambulance district; joint 
emergency medical services district; fire and ambulance district; joint recreation district; 
township waste disposal district; township road district; community college district; technical 
college district; detention facility district; a district organized under section 2151.65 of the 
Revised Code; a combined district organized under sections 2152.41 and 2151.65 of the Revised 
Code; a joint-county alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health service district; a drainage 
improvement district created under section 6131.52 of the Revised Code; a lake facilities 
authority created under Chapter 353. of the Revised Code; a union cemetery district; a county 
school financing district; a city; local; exempted village, cooperative education; or joint 
vocational school district; or a regional student education district created under section 3313.83 
of the Revised Code... 

59 RC. 5705.45 
7“ See e g.. https://oliioauditor.gov/zrudilsearclr/Reports/20l3/Auglaizc_To\vnslrip_Park_DistricI_l2_l 1» 
Allcn_Basic_Rcpor1.pdl' and 
https://olrioarrditorgov/auditsearch/Reports/2013/Spencer_To\vnship_Park_District_l2_1 l-Allcn_Basic_Rcport.pdl‘ 
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(C) “Taxing authority” or “bond issuing authority” means, in the case of any county, the 
board of county commissioners; in the case of a municipal corporation, the council or other 
legislative authority of the municipal corporation; in the case of a city, local, exempted village, 
cooperative education, or joint vocational school district, the board of education; in the case of a 
community college district, the board of trustees of the district; in the case of a technical college 
district, the board of trustees of the district; in the case ofa detention facility district, a district 
organized under section 2151.65 of the Revised Code, or a combined district organized under 
sections 2152.41 and 2151.65 of the Revised Code, the joint board of county commissioners of 
the district; in the case of a township, the board of township trustees; in the case of ajoint police 
district, the joint police district board, in the case of a joint fire district, the board of tire district 
trustees; in the case of a joint recreation district, the joint recreation district board of trustees; in 
the case of ajoint-county alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health service district, the district's 
board of alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health services; in the case of a joint ambulance 
district or a fire and ambulance district, the board oftrustees ofthe district; in the case ofa union 
cemetery district, the legislative authority of the municipal corporation and the board of township 
trustees, acting jointly as described in section 759.341 of the Revised Code; in the case of a 
drainage improvement district, the board of county commissioners of the county in which the 
drainage district is located; in the case of a lake facilities authority, the board of directors; in the 
case of a joint emergency medical services district, the joint board of county commissioners of 
all counties in which all or any part of the district lies; and in the case of a township police 
district, a township fire district, a township road district, or a township waste disposal district, the 
board of township trustees of the township in which the district is located. “Taxing authority” 
also means the educational service center governing board that serves as the taxing authority of a 
county school financing district as provided in section 3311.50 of the Revised Code, and the 
board of directors of a regional student education district created under section 3313.83 of the 
Revised Code... 

(H) “Taxing unit” means any subdivision or other governmental district having authority to levy 
taxes on the property in the district or issue bonds that constitute a charge against the property of 
the district, including conservancy districts, metropolitan park districts, sanitary districts, road 
districts, and other districts. 

(1) “District authority” means any board of directors, trustees, commissioners, or other officers 
controlling a district institution or activity that derives its income or funds from two or more 
subdivisions, such as the educational service center, the trustees of district children's homes, the 
district board of health, a joint-county alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health service district's 
board of alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health services, detention facility districts, a joint 
recreation district board of trustees, districts organized under section 2151.65 of the Revised 
Code, combined districts organized under sections 2152.41 and 2151.65 of the Revised Code, 
and other such boards. 
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Following a basic principle of statutory construction, this chapter does not apply to the 

Chester Township Park District because the term “park district” or any reference to an entity 

created under Chapter 1545 is not found in the list of entities in the definitional section." 

The Chester Park District is not a “subdivision.” It is not a “taxing authority." It is not a 

“bond issuing authority.” It is not a “district authority," because it receives funds from only one 

“subdivision” as the term is defined in this chapter, Chester Township. The funds received via 

the county’s budget commission are pass-through funds from the state local government and 

library fund. 

The only definitional section that references “park districts” is R.C. 5705.01 (H), which 

includes a “metropolitan park district” in the definition of a “taxing unit.” The Chester Park 

District is not a metropolitan park district. 

While the district has the authority to levy property taxes, it had not chosen to do so. 

Thus, may be argued that this section does not apply to Chester because it has no levy, unlike its 

sister district in Russell Township. 

I could find no case law or Ohio Attorney General opinions addressing this issue vis a vis 

park districts. There is an opinion posing the question of whether a regional council of 

governments formed under Chapter l67 had to comply with the budgetary requirements of 

Chapter 5705.72 

The Attorney General answered in the negauve, and the opinion provides analytical 

guidance cogent to this analysis. It also emphasizes that while this chapter is inapplicable to a 

7' Sec R.C. 1.42 ("[w]ords and phrases that have acquired a technical or particular meaning, whether by legislative 
defutitiorr or otherwise. shall be construed accordingly"); Womarrirlrzternaliunal Bowling Congress v. Porterfield, 
25 Ohio St. 2d 271,- 267 N.E.2d 781 (1971) (syllabus, paragraph 2) ("[w)here a statute defines terms used therein 
which are applicable to the subject matter affected by the legislation. such definition controls inthe 
application of the statute"). 

72 0.A.G. 98-004 
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regional council of govemments because such councils are not delineated in the definitional 

section, other sections of the Revised Code do offer safeguards. 

It should be noted that, even though R.C. Chapter 5705 does not apply to 
a regional council of governments, the moneys held and expended by a 
regional council of govemments may be expended only for proper 
purposes and through proper procedures. The fact that a regional council 
of governments is not itself required to comply with R.C. Chapter 5705 
does not mean that no safeguards apply to its funds. Moneys held by a 
regional council of governments are public moneys that are held in trust 
for the public and may be recovered by legal action if illegally expended 
or not properly accounted for. See R.C. 117.01(C), (D), (E); RC. 117.28- 
.30; R.C. 117.42; 1973 Op. Atty Gen. No, 73-119, at 2-457 (moneys ofa 
regional council of governments are public moneys that are to be 
deposited or invested in accordance with the Uniform Depository Act). 
As a public office, a regional council of governments must file with the 
Auditor of State an annual financial report setting forth its income and 
expenditures. RC. 117.38. See generally, e.g., 1971 Op. Atty Gen. No. 
71-010 (a regional council of governments is a political subdivision for 
purposes of exemption from the payment of sales tax). As your letter 
indicates, a regional council of governments is subject to audit by the 
Auditor of State in accordance with auditing standards established by the 
Auditor of State. See R.C. 117.10; R.C, 117.11; R.C. 117.19; R.C. 
117.43. O.A.G. 98-004. 

and the Clieste_ij_:[ov>vrts ~ ~ ~ ffhe Audits of Cl_i£_st_er :Park 

As previously noted, the first people to be interviewed for this review was the new Fiscal 

Officer for Chester Township, Craig Richter. Mr. Richter advised that upon taking office he 

requested an audit of the Chester Township’s 2013 finances. In the course of his discussion with 

the state auditor the auditor asked about the park district. The initial question for the auditor was 

whether the park district was a “component unit." This question is not simply answered," and 

may be one reason why the park district has never been separately audited. Another reason may 

be that the park district does not have its own tax levy. 

The Chester Township audit for the 2013 fiscal year has been completed, and the state 

auditor expects to complete his audit of the park district within thirty days of receipt of requested 

7‘ See generally, Statcmcnt No. 39 of tlic Govemmcntal Accounting Standards Board Detcnnining Wlictlicr Certain 
Organizations Are Coinponeiit Units an amendment of GASB Statement No. 14, May 2002 
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records. The audit will cover only the years 2012 and 2013, and thus will also address the 

compliance issues raised in the “Review.” 

When looking for guidance as to what practices and procedures are to be followed by a 

park district that does not levy taxes, the Auditor of State follows the Implementation Guide for 

Legal Compliance Auditing in Ohio. 7" And it should be noted that the Auditor of State does 

look to certain sections of Chapter 5705 in reference to park districts’ budget process and record— 

keeping. The Guide provides 

[w]hen they [park districts] do not levy taxes, Ohio Rev. Code §5705.28 (B)(2) 
requires a comparable, but somewhat streamlined budget process. Ohio Rev. 
Code §5705.28(B)(2) requires entities to follow §5705.36, .38, .40, .41, .43, 
.44,” and .45. However, documents prepared in accordance with these sections 
need not be filed with the county auditor or county budget commission. Also, 
while Ohio Rev. Code §5705.39 does not apply, §5705.28(B)(2)(c) prohibits 
appropriations from exceeding estimated revenue (i.e. receipts + beginning 
unencumbered cash).7“ 

lépplying These Metrics to the Chester Township P:irk'Distriet§ 

The park district does submit an annual budget to the Geauga County Budget 

Commission and to the township trust‘.ees.77 It also complies with R.C. 5705.36(A)(1) which 

states, in pertinent part, that on or about the first day of each fiscal year the fiscal officer shall 

prepare a certificate of the total amount from each fund set up in the tax budget which is 

available for expenditure in the tax budget along with any encumbered balances that existed at 

the end of the preceding year with a few certain exceptions.” These are prepared and they have 

7‘ The 2014 Ohio Compliance Supplcmcnt was employed in this review. 
75 R.C. 5705.36 (Certification of Available Revenue; Additional Revenue; Amended Official Cenificate); R.C. 
5705.38Annual Appropriation Measurers); R.C. 5705,40 (Amending or Supplementing Appropriation Ordinance); 
RC. 5705.41 (Restrictions on the Appropriation and Expenditure of Money; Cenification by Fiscal Officer); R.C. 
5705.43 (Improvements paid by Special Assessments); R.C. 5705.44 (Contracts Running Beyond Fiscal Year); and 
R.C. 5705 45 (Liability for Wrongful Payments from Public Funds) 
"5 

id. at 120. ” Exhibit T-2014 Annual Park District Budget 
73 Exhibit U—FY 2014 Beginning Balance/FY2013 Chester Township Park District Annual 
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been filed each year with the Geauga County Auditor, but that fact is not always documented in 

the minutes of the first January meeting each year. 

For instance, minutes of l/3/I 1 meeting note “Reviewed year to date Financial 

Statements and Bank Account Reconciliations, but no such reference in the minutes for the 

1/12/12 meeting or the 1/3/13 meeting. 

Confirmations ofbeginning balances are not in the minutes regularly. For example, in the 

1/17/12 meeting minutes there is no mention of formally confinning beginning balances, but a 

sheet with balances is appended to the signed minutes 

The purpose of the certification is to assure there has been prior approval by the 

commissioners for any expenditure. The prior approval of each expenditure, with two 

exceptions”, is to be done at a public meeting by resolution, which is noted in the minutes of the 

meeting. 

Generally, this has been followed by the park district, but Mr. Richter expressed concern 

that the park district did not go back and recertify funds after the park received another $50,000 

after its budget was submitted. 

As for expenditures, the district does utilize a requisition form for each expenditure.” 

This fonn is signed by two commissioners authorizing each payment. The payment is also listed 

by check number and payee in the minutes of the meeting at which the disbursement has been 

approved.“ 

The district’s requisition fonn does not fully meet the requirements of R.C. 5705.41(D), 

which states that no subdivision shall make any contract or give any order involving the 

expenditure of money unless there is attached thereto a certificate of the fiscal officer of the 

:11°;)e0s8lution for up to $500 for emergency electric repairs and resolution for one commissioner to expend up to 
3" Exhibit V-Chester Park District Requisition 
3' Exhibit W—M.inutes of Chester Township Park District, 9/27/ 12 
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subdivision. The fiscal officer must certify that the amount required to meet such a commitment 

has been lawfully appropriated and is in the treasury or in the process of collection to the credit 

of an appropriate fund free from any previous encumbrance. The requisition form does not have 

the certificate. 

Pertaining to uncertified expenditures and lack of appropriate resolutions, R.C. 

5705.4l(D)(1) and (3) provide safe harbors for expenditures made without the certificate or 

resolution. This is how each safe harbor is described by the Auditor of State: 

“Then and Now” Certificate — If the fiscal officer can certify that both at the 
time that the contract or order was made (“then"), and at the time that the fiscal 
officer is completing the certification (“now”), that sufficient funds were 
available or in the process of collection, to the credit of a proper fund, properly 
appropriated and free from any previous encumbrance, the subdivision can 
authorize the drawing of a warrant for the payment of the amount due. The 
subdivision has thirty days from the receipt of the “then and now” certificate to 
approve payment by ordinance or resolution. Amounts of less than $3,000 may 
be paid by the fiscal officer without a resolution or ordinance upon completion of 
the “then and now” certificate, provided that the expenditure is otherwise lawful. 
This does not eliminate any otherwise applicable requirement for approval of 
expenditures by the subdivision. 
Blanket Certificate — Fiscal officers may prepare “blanket" certificates not 
exceeding an amount established by resolution or ordinance adopted by the 
legislative authority against any specific line item account over a period not 
running beyond the end of the year. The blanket certificates may, but need not, 
be limited to a specific vendor. Only one blanket certificate may be outstanding 
at one particular time for any one particular line item appropriation. 
Super Blanket Certificate — The subdivision may also make expenditures and 
contracts for any amount from a specific line-item appropriation account in a 
specified fund upon certification of the fiscal officer for most professional 
services, fuel, oil, food items, and any other specific recurring and reasonably 
predictable operating expense. This certification is not to extend beyond the 
current year. More than one super blanket certificate may be outstanding at a 
particular time for any one line item appropriation. 

In other township park district audits I have reviewed I note that the use of these safe 

harbors is the prescribed solution to a finding of noncompliance. In fact, in my meeting with the 
secretary of the Russell Township Park District, I learned that the park district employs the 

blanket certificate. I have already shared the examples of the Russell Township Park District’s 
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accounting fonns with the Chester Township Park District and recommended it convert its 

process to that used by Russell. I also understand that the state auditor has recommended a 

software program the park district may purchase from the Auditor of State’s office. 

The reader should not infer from these observations and recommendations or from those 

that follow that the current administrative assistant, now treasurer and fiscal officer, has not been 

maintaining books, records, and accounts for the park district. The “Quick Books” fonnat used 

by the park district for some time makes it more difficult to follow than a fund—based accounting 

system. 

Neither she nor any commissioner received any transitional assistance, training, or 

guidance from those who preceded them in the position. Only recently did one current 

commissioner find a very outdated and incomplete procedure manual”. It appears the new 

commissioners and assistants simply continued the same practices as their predecessors, relying 

on an assumption that their predecessors were following all requirements. 

‘'1 Issue 3-Aictuiafl ex endiiurit-.s eirceefldeidap 
i 

rowr authority for 2013 iinvviolraitioii of RC7 
3 

P P P 
‘ 5.79%-.1!‘ (B) , . , . .. . i z W ‘at =.,...t.=._i;.::..$.:

~ ~ 
Conclusion- I agree that 2013 actual expenditures were $178,699.59 and the amended certificate 

of estimated resources for fiscal year 2013 dated 2/19/13 reflected the sum of $127,305.72, It is 

important to note that the actual total receipts and balance for 2013 was $187,056.39, resulting in 

a balance brought forward into 2014 of $10,800.30 In regard to the appropriateness of the term 

“legal spending authority” of the park district, please refer to the previous discussion. A change 
to a fund-based accounting system with appropriate forms and process will resolve this issue. 

Discussion- As noted above, the auditor applies R.C. 5705.38(A) to park districts. That section 

requires the district to pass an appropriation measure at the beginning of the year. During the 

year it may pass any supplemental appropriation measures as it finds necessary, based on the 

32 Chester Township Park District Procedure Manual, with various updating notations from 1994 and 1994 
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revised tax budget or the official certificate of estimated resources or amendments of the 

certificate. It may postpone the passage of the annual appropriation measure until an amended 

certificate is received based on the actual balances, and instead pass a temporary appropriation 

measure until April 1. Most importantly, the RC. 5705.40 stipulates that any appropriation 

measure may be amended or supplemented by complying with the same process used in making 

the original appropriation, 

The purpose of this process of approving estimated receipts and appropriations is to 

protect against the possibility of deficit spending. 
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Conclusion- I agree that some donations and some expenditures were not noted in meeting 

minutes, as observed in the preceding discussion. Since the park district is now submitting 

donations for approval by Judge Grendel], going forward the minutes should reflect both the 

donation and the approval Please also see the discussion that follows regarding receipts of 

donations. 

in regard to the $1,000 expenditure by a single commissioner, any such expenditures 

should be noted in the minutes, and I recommend the park district review this practice during the 

state audit in order to establish a procedure for certifying these expenditures during the year via a 

blanket certificate. 

Diseussion- Once again the issue with proper documentation of donations is not unique to this 

park district. On at least one occasion I did find that the park district sought probate court 

approval of a donation, but that was the only one I found in the probate court file for the 

district“. Inquires were made to other districts and none follow the practice of probate court 

approval for donations. It is my understanding that Judge Henry had dispensed with the donation 
approval process, in whole or in part, but Judge Grendell has rescinded that order. 

A listing of donations during 2013 may be found in the appendix.“ 

Was the $250 donation from the West Geauga Kiwanis noted in the 7/31/13 meeting 
minutes actually received and deposited? Were the other donations deposited according to 
Ohio law? ~ 
Conelusion- R.C. 9.38 applies to a “public office” and to a “public official.” The park district is 

a “public office” as provided in R.C. 1l7.0l(D) and “public official” is any officer, employee, or 

duly authorized representative or agent of a public oflice. R.C. 1l7.0l(E). 

3‘ See Exhibit X-3/19/14 request from Ms. Vitale for approval of a park bench donation 
3‘ See Exhibit S-Chester Township Park District Donations 2013 
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The section requires the deposit of all public moneys received by a public official with 

the treasurer of the public office or properly designated depository, which in the park district’s 

case would be Charter One Bank, its depository, on the next business day after receipt, if the 

total amount of such moneys received exceeds one thousand dollars. 

If the total amount does not exceed one thousand dollars, the deposit is to be made on the 

business day next following the day of receipt, unless the park district had adopted a policy 

permitting a different time period, not to exceed three business days next following the day of 

receipt, for making such deposits, and the person is able to safeguard the moneys until such time 

as the moneys are deposited. The policy shall include provisions and procedures to safeguard the 

public moneys until they are deposited. 

As for financial documentation and documentation in the minutes, as the state auditor has 

noted in other district’s audits, the “failure to maintain supporting documentation increased the 

risk that errors and/or irregularities could occur and not be detected in a timely manner. Public 

knowledge of such errors and/or irregularities may impact the amount of donations received by 

the Park District.” 

When this deficiency is found in an audit, the auditor has recommended corrective action, 
most of which is already being done in the Chester Township Park District, such as maintaining 

a copy of the check from each donation and issuing a duplicate and pre-numbered receipt to the 

donor. If the donation is paid in cash, the donor should sign a duplicate receipt issued to the 

donor. Finally, as noted earlier all donations should be reported to the park board of 

commissioners and documented in the minutes. 

The difficulty with strict compliance with RC. 9.38 (one apparently not contemplated by 
the General Assembly) is that a park district must obtain probate court approval before the 

donation is accepted (i.e., deposited). This situation rarely arises with other public bodies 
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because most do not receive donations; however, I would note that the township trustees have 

recently discussed how donations are to be handled when offered. 

I recommend that the policy should be that the time requirements set forth in RC. 9.38 

must be followed upon receipt of Judge Grendell’s approval of acceptance of a donation. 

In regard to the questions as to the Kiwanis donation of $250, that donation was 

received.“ 

Llssue 8-R.C. 117.38 report to the Auditor of State with newspaper notice when filed
i 

Cunclusion- There has not been compliance with this provision. After questioning the 

commissioners and administrative assistant, I find that this lack of compliance was an act of 

omission, not commission. As with other requirements discussed throughout the report, the 

current and past commissioners I interviewed were totally unaware of the requirement. 

Discussion— Simply, R.C. 117.38 requires in part, that cash~basis entities must file an annual 

report with the Auditor of State within 60 days of the fiscal year end. Also, the public office must 

publish notice in a local newspaper stating the financial report is available for public inspection 

at the office of the chief fiscal officer. 

Issue 9-Does RC. 5705.30 requiring public notice and public hearings prior to adopting the 
x . . » annual budget apply to the park district. W ,____‘ W W_V__V 7 

Conclusion- Per the state auditor compliance manual this section of Chapter 5705.30 does not 

apply to a park district that does not have its own levy. 

Discussion- It should be noted that over the years, the park district has given prior public notice 

of its budget meetings if the meeting is a special meeting for that purpose.“ 

“5 See Exhibit Y- Letter from Messrs. Dave Puruczky and Rich A. Levin to the Park Coirunissioiicrs and Charter 
One deposit slip and statement 
3‘ See, c.g., Exhibit Z- Notice of special meeting-budget hearing set for July 12, 2012. 

Page 71 of 93 

228



2 Issue 1- 2014 “carry over balance”-Commissioner Weiss told the Chester Trustees during 
the 2/20/14 meeting that the figure was around $4,800, but the figure on the FY2014 ‘ 

5Beginning Balances statement was $11,580 & The listing of 2014 park revenues and 
Sue penditures is missingtlte carry over balance in itiarithmetic. 

Conclusion- When I inquired about the carry over figure given at the meeting, Commissioner 

Weiss responded that he simply misspoke. It should be noted that the FY2014 Beginning 

Balances statement signed by Commissioner Weiss on 2/19/14 was submitted to both the 

township trustees and Geauga County Auditor.“ 

I agree with the finding in the “Review” that the carry over balance is missing in the 

listing. 

flssue 2-2013 list of donations shows donationsol‘ $10,150 vs. the amount of $9,052.79 
3 
submitted to county for interest/misc. revenues 

Conclusion-Mr. Yen’s $500 park bench donation was not included because the donation was 

received at year-end 2013 and deposited in 2014” 

Issue 3-2014 Beginning Balances show receipt ol'$174,680.87 vs. bank statements show 
deposits of$l74,803.07-$122.20 discrepancy 

Conclusion-I leave this up to the state auditor. When I inquired of the Fiscal Officer she could 
not either agree or disagree with this finding. She explains that she takes her beginning balances 
from the year-end bank statements. 

Issue 4-12/19/13 meeting resolution passed to hire MAL Enterprises to paint the gazebo at 
a cost of $3,275 and this amount was not listed as encumbered in the 2014 Beginning 
Balances 

Conclusion- When 1 inquired about this, it was explained that this was an oversight. 

‘*7 E. 
' 

'1 U 
‘“ Exhibit s 
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Eissue 5-Five checks issues in 2012 were not listed as approved for paymeitt in the minutesl 

Check 1670 9/20/12 $27.14 The Illuminating Company 
Check 1671 9/20/12 $3,360 to Inspeyered Tree Service 

8/9/12 meeting-Resolution approved for contract with Inspeyered Tree 
Service for $3,360.00 for tree removal by volleyball courts 

Check 1672 9/20/12 $257.81 to H&M Landscaping Co. 
Check 1673 9/20/12 $68.42 to Turney’s Hardware 
Check 1674 9/20/12 $8,134.50 to Peerless Electric for 1/3 payment on the volley ball coun 

lights 
7/12/12 meeting -Check 1651 approved to Peerless $6,162.50 for the 25% 
down payment for the volleyball lighting project. No requisition form 
signed, only an email initialed apparently by Commissioner Downs 
9/5/12 meeting- Check 1663 to Peerless $10,353.00 approved 42% ofthe 
contract price-job estimated to be complete by the “end of the week" 

Conclusion-There is no record in the minutes of these checks being approved. Check 1669 was 

the last check approved at the 9/5/12 meeting. The 9/20/ 12 meeting was cancelled and 

rescheduled to 9/27/ 12. At the 9/27/ 12 meeting the first check to be approved was Check 1675. 

The checks were cashed. 

~~ l_S.1-;e fit PPaE;LLC_1v;g.g;.§!.:§gen 
"1 

Conclusion-In some instances, such as the first and last example below, an individual 

commissioner would exceed the $1,000 threshold for expenditure without prior resolution and no 

subsequent resolution was passed to approve purchase(s). The checks would be subsequently 

approved as noted in the minutes. 1 would reiterate the earlier recommendation regarding 

discussion with the state auditor about the use of a blanket certificate and subsequent 

documentation in the minutes. 

In other instances, such as the Sherwin Williams expenditures for materials for the 

painting and staining project, appear to be part of a larger project, the total cost of which appear 

to be within or under budget I would reiterate the earlier recommendation to follow the fund- 

based accounting procedures so that one may easily follow a project from point to point utilizing 
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purchase orders for each project and wanants and check numbers relating back to the specific 

purchase order. 

Check 17112/1/13 
$2,054.88 to Lance 
Yandell for Costco 
membership and 
lamp posts 
Check 1737 4/17/13 
$2,841.65 to 
ElectoLite 

Checks totaling 
5/6/13-1/23/14 
$18,429.96 to Land 
& Site Contractor 
Check 1765 5/16/13 
$5,779.52 to 
Deepwoods 
Trucking 

Check 1755 5/6/13 
$3,065.00 to Hi Lite 
Maintenance 

2/27/ 13 meeting-Check 1711 approved $2,054.88 to Lance Yandell for 
Costco membership and lamp posts 

4/ 17/13 meeting-Check 1737 to ElectoLite $2,841 65 for installation of 
hanging baskets and banners. approved for installation of park district 
banners (**Invoice 48662 dated 3/8/13 to install 6 banners $2,324.99 and 
Invoice 48669 dated 4/1/13 to install 2 additional banners $516.66) This is 
the “park banners” mentioned in the minutes from the 3/21/13 meeting. 
There is a resolution passed at the 2/27/ 13 meeting to purchase and install 
park banners and hanging baskets for $2,334, but no resolution approving 
a specific ElectoLite contract. 

4/17/ 13 meeting-Arborist conducted a review and bidding process and 
recommended Land & Site, a local company. Resolution approved to hire 
the firm at a contract price of $1 5,495 for period from April 1 through 
November 30, 2013. Contract signed 4/17/13. 
(2013 paid $16,493) 
2/27/ 13 meeting-police chief and road department support the revised 
parking plan and resolutions approved to spend up to $2,500 for Podogil 
Excavating to revamp the driveway and up to $750.00 for additional 
gravel for the horseshoe driveway. Mr. Parker’s survey and drawings are 
delayed due to the weather. 
4/17/13 meeting-resolution approved to spend $1000 for more gravel 
9/12/13 meeting~Check 1839 to Deepwoods Trucking $519.79 for more 
Gravel 
2/27/13 meeting ~The minutes refiect a resolution passed approving the 
“purchase and installation” of new flag pole and flag from The Flag Store 
for $2,500 and two residents have donated $500 each toward the new flag 
pole.” 
2/27/13 meeting: 
Check 1722 to The Flag Store $1,000 
5/13/16 meeting: 
Check 1753 to The Flag Store $1,291.48 
Check 1755 to Hi Lite Maintenance $3,065 to install flagpole and lighting. 

Actual castfar/lag umlpale $2,291.48 
Actual cast for installation and lighting $3,065 
Less rlanations $1,500 
Total actual cost $3,856.48 

39 Exhibit S~Chestcr Township Park District Donations 2103. which rcflects 3 donors for a Iolal of $1.500. 
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Check 1770 5/16/13 
$3,337.70 to 
Sherwin Williams 

Check 1741 4/17/13 
$1,354.61 to 
Sherwin Williams 

Check 1803 7/2/13 
$2,655.74 to Play & 
Park Structures 

Check 1821 8/22/13 
$2,655.74 to Play & 
Park Structures 

This is the materials portion of the staining and painting project examined 
earlier with the estimated cost $17,000 
2013 payments $16,809 
($191 under budget) 
$12,080 to MAL 
$4,729 to Sherwin Williams 

2/27/13 meeting-resolution approved contract with 1 (MAL) of 2 
contractors for wash, treat and stain park structures in the sum of $8,530 
4/17/13 meeting under “Staining Park Structures”—minutes refer to a 
resolution passed at the 1/24/13 meeting approving MAL Enterprises to 
stain and paint all park structures in the amount of $7,530. 
Minutes also reflect discussion of additional work to be added including 
power washing gazebo bricks and power washing all park fencing and oil 
staining. Resolution passed to approve an additional $1,970. 

Review of the MAL Contract dated March 21. 2103 
2/5/13 proposal price $7,560 with a 50% draw upon acceptance $3,780 
2/10/13 amended proposal adding $970.00-TOTAL NOW $8,530 
3/20/13 additional amendment adding $1,000-TOTAL NOW $9,530 
Add an after contract-see In voice tlaterl 4/2 7/13 
An addition $2,550 was added for painting bathrooms, service garage, 
and power wash brick walkways TOTAL NOW $12,080 
N.B. invoice shows and $325.00 donation discount to the walkway power 
washing 

4/17/13 meeting-resolution approved a draw to MAL $3,500 to complete 
painting, staining and power washing services 
4/17/13 meeting: 
Check 1733 dated 4/9/13 to MAL Enterprises $3,780 
Check 1741 to Sherwin Williams $1,354.61 
Check 1747 to MAL Enterprises $3,500 
5/16/13 meeting. 
Check 1757 to MAL Enterprises $1,300.00 
Check 1782 to MAL Enterprises $3,500.00 
6/28/12 meeting a park bench donation project is first discussed 
6/19/13 meeting-Six park benches have been donated and installed and 
patron’s displays have been ordered. 
7/2/13 meeting-Check 1803 approved to pay Play & Park $2,655.74 for 6 
park benches 
7/31/13 meeting-Twelve park benches have been installed “primarily paid 
for through the donations” and the district “will assume an estimated 
$500” for the twelve benches 
8/22/13 meeting-Check 1821 approved to pay Play & Park $2,655.74 and 
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Check 1787 6/13/13 
$3,750 to 
Chesterland Electric 

Check 1728 3/21/13 
$1,237.50 to The 
Pruning Company 

Check 1769 5/16/13 
$l,252,50 to The 
Pruning Company 
Check1713 2/7/13 
$1,450.00 to 
Peerless Electric 

Check 1723 3/13/13 
$1 ,450 00 to 
Peerless Electric 

Check 1759 5/6/13 
$3,500 to Podogil 
Excavating 

Contracts approved 
to MAL Enterprises 
2/27/I3 $8,580 

commissioners acknowledged Chester Auto Body for donating the labor 
to mount the twelve plaques on the benches. There was no quantification 
of the donated labor reflected in the minutes. 

$8,750 in park bench donations have been received” 
3/21/13 meeting-Resolution approved to contract with Chesterland 
Electric for the expanded parking area $5,315.00. No mention in the 
minutes of any other quotes received. Commissioner advised that Peerless 
submitted a quote and Check 1774 to Chesterland Electric $4,500.00 for 
parking lot project approved. 
6/19/13 meeting—Check 1787 to Chesterland Electric $3,750.00 to pay the 
balance for the parking lot project plus “extras.” Total cost $8,250.00 
Approval of extras not reflected in the minutes. 
The requisition form and attached invoice is for consulting services for 
January, February and March at $45 per hour 
2/8/1 1 meeting-Three applications for position of Forester were received 
and resolution passed to select Dave Allen and the arborist consultant No 
mention in minutes of contract temis. 
3/7/11 meeting-Minutes mention commissioners review a document 
submitted by Mr. Allen stating his available services and rate, but no 
specifics given. The document is apparently the 3/2/11 rate letter from 
The Pruning Company, LLC setting Mr. Allen’s rates of $45 per hour for 
consulting services and $60 per hour for tree care services. 

This was for pruning work and inspection. 

Check 1713 to Peerless $1,450 approved for ‘/2 of the purchase option for 
the holiday lights. 1t is presumed that this stems from the resolution passed 
at the 1/3/13 meeting to “fund the holiday lighting/decoration project up to 
$5,500 the 2013 budgeted amount”. 
Check 1723 to Peerless $1,450 for the second payment toward the holiday 
lights/purchase 

2/27/13 meeting-police chief and road department support the revised 
parking plan and resolutions approved to spend up to $2,500 for Podogil 
Excavating to revamp the driveway and up to $750.00 for additional 
gravel for the horseshoe driveway. Mr. Parker’s survey and drawings are 
delayed due to the weather. 
4/17/13 meeting-resolution approved to spend $1000 for more gravel 
9/12/13 meeting-Check 1839 to Deepwoods Tmcking $519.79 for more 
oravel 
2/27/13 meeting-resolution approved contract with 1 (MAL) of2 
contractors for wash, treat and stain park structures in the sum of $8,530 
4/17/13 meeting under “Staining Park Structures”-minutes refer to a 

9° Exhibit S-Chester Township Park District Donations 2013 list 
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4/17/13 $1,970 resolution passed at the 1/24/13 meeting approving MAL Enterprises to 
$12,080 paid to stain and paint all park structures in the amount of $7,530. MAL in 2013 and Minutes also reflect discussion of additional work to be added including 
approved dollar power washing gazebo bricks and power washing all park fencing and oil 
amount was exceed staining. Resolution passed to approve an additional $1,970. 
by $1,530 

Review of the MAL Contract dated March 21. 210.? 
2/5/13 proposal price $7,560 with a 50% draw upon acceptance $3,780 
2/10/13 amended proposal adding $970.00—TOTAL NOW $8,530 
3/20/13 additional amendment adding $1,000~TOTAL NOW $9,530 
Add on a ter contract-see Invoice dated 4/2 7/13 
An addition $2,550 was added for painting bathrooms, service garage, 
and power wash brick walkways TOTAL NOW $12,080 
N.B. invoice shows and $325.00 donation discount to the walkway power 
washing 

4/17/13 meeting-resolution approved a draw to MAL $3,500 to complete 
painting, staining and power washing services 
4/17/13 meeting: 
Check 1733 dated 4/9/13 to MAL Enterprises $3,780 
Check 1747 to MAL Enterprises $3,500 
5/16/13 meeting: 
Check 1757 to MAL Enterprises $1,300.00 
Check 1782 to MAL Enterprises $3,500.00 

Check 1754 5/6/13 5/16/13 meeting-Check 1754 approved to I-1&M $1,560.00 toward repairs 
$1,560 to H&M to volleyball court area 
Landscaping ~

E 2 District Jurisdiction 

Conclusion-The park district should not be faulted for its good will efforts toward the township 

especially when the improvements are to other Chester Township property and buildings 

adjacent to Parkside. In one instance the park district used materials left over from a project. 

Why not use materials already paid for with Chester Township funds to improve the township 
campus area adjacent to the park’? I can find no prohibition for this practice, so long as the park 

district quantifies the donation and reflects the value of donation (time and materials) in its 

minutes. 

Check 1751 5/16/13 meeting-Check 1751 to American Rail Road Tie for $620.60 
$620.60 to 6/19/13 minutes reflect “goodwill efforts by commissioners" including 
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American Rail fire station patio, painting the road department building “efforts assumed 
Road Tie for patio by Park Board to improve the overall appearance of the Township campus 
stones for Chester adjacent to the Park.” 
Fire Dept. 
Three checks See earlier discussion of banners and hanging flower baskets. 
totaling $1,250 to The total to Charlillo $1,250.00 to remove and rehang banners and baskets 
Sal Charlillo to for Chester Township was a donation to the township by the park district. 
relocate flower 
baskets along 32 
and 306 and within 
Parkside Park 
Landscaping 6/19/13 minutes reflect “goodwill efforts by commissioners" including 
services to Town fire station patio, painting the road department building “efforts assumed 
Hall by Park Board to improve the overall appearance of the Township campus 

adjacent to the Park.” 
Install a patio and 5/16/13 meeting-Check 1751 to American Rail Road Tie for $620.60 
landscaping behind 6/19/I3 minutes reflect “goodwill efforts by commissioners” including 
the fire station fire station patio, painting the road department building “efforts assumed 

by Park Board to improve the overall appearance of the Township campus 
adjacent to the Park.” 

[S_)p“e‘cifics-Checks Cashed Prior to‘Par1rCommisFsMioner Approvali 

Conclusion- I agree with the finding in the “Review” as to the list of23 checks cashed before 

minutes reflect approval. 

Recommendation-This will be rectified with the switch to the fund-based accounting system. 

1. Check 1834 to Land & Site for $1,936.97 cashed without any commissioner’s signature 
Conclusion- I agree with the “Review” finding. In fact, no one signed the check. 

2. Checks 1748,1781,1806,1807,l780,1808,18l8,1784 signed by one commissioner and 
administrative assistant 

Conclusion- I agree with the “Review” finding as to who signed those check; however, in 2009, 

the commissioners voted to require two signatures on checks without specifying which 

signatories are required. A review of some of the cancelled checks over the last few years 
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indicates that checks drawn on the park district account at Charter One are being signed by either 

two commissioners or by a commissioner and the administrative assistant, who is also bonded.” 

As noted earlier, I confirmed the propriety of this policy with the state auditor, who 

advised that unlike townships, the Auditor of State has no real set recommendation on the 

number of check signers when it comes to park districts. Ifthe park district has a set policy about 

signatories and the number of signatories, it should follow that policy. If it does not, only one 

signature from an authorized signatory would be required. 

Recommendation- As a result of my investigation and discussions with other park districts and 
with the state auditor and now that there are two additional commissioners available, I 

recommend that all checks be signed by two commissioners and the fiscal officer. 

Conclusion- I agree with the “Review” findings as to the 6 checks listed. The administrative 

assistant’s response is that she has a 96% accuracy rate regarding typos in her minutes. Out of 

164 checks written 6 were inaccurately described in the minutes for an error rate of .0366%. 

Recommendation-The new fund-based accounting system, as opposed the “Quick Books” 

system the park district has had in place for sometime This should help ameliorate the relatively 

small error rate. It especially needed with the substantial increase in the number and size of 

projects, which brings with them an increased number of invoices, checks, records to be 

maintained by a part-time contractor. One commissioner should be tasked with financial 

oversight to assist the fiscal officer and to assure the accounting process and best practices are 

being followed. In accordance with recommendations made to other park districts by the Auditor 

of State, that commissioner would: 

0 Review the monthly reconciliations to help assure that the bank and book reconcile and 
are in agreement with the check register 

9‘ Minutes of the Chester Township Park District, December 21, 2009 
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0 Review the year-end financial statement to verify agreement to the activity recorded in 
the books, to the reconciled bank to book balance, and to the check register. Any 
variances between these documents should be investigated and resolved 

- Periodically review the accounting records and bank statements to help assure receipts 
are being recorded and deposited timely 

6/19/13 meeting Check 1797 (Actually check 1796) to KT Custom Logos $538.99 for 
park bench plaques. 
Check 1797 was a check to Ms. Vitale for $682.17 

6/19/13 meeting Check 1788 to Chesterland News for $250. Actually the amount was 
$400 for a Memorial Day ad 

6/19/13 meeting Check 1796 to Ruth Chapman $100 actually a check to KT Custom 
Logos for $538.99. Cannot find any check written to Ruth Chapman 

7/31/13 meeting Check 1812 to Sal Charillo [sic] for $291 actually a check to 
Chesterland Electric for $291 . 1 8 

12/19/13 meeting Check 1857 to Chesterland News for $45.62 actually a check to All- 
Ways Flasher for $45.62 

6/19/13 meeting Check 1798 to Margaret Vitale for $682.17 was actually a check to 
Mulberry Creek Greenhouse for $335 

Conclusion-Two additional signs were approved for purchase but never purchased. The contract 

price for the initial sign that is now installed at the corner of S.R. 306 and SR. 322 was $3,000, 

and $3,000 was paid in three installments 

3/21/13 meeting Resolution passed to purchase a new Parkside sign from Guthrie and 
Check 1732 to Guthrie Designworks $1,200 approved (for down 
payment on the initial sign at a cost of $3,000) 

4/17/13 meeting Resolution approved to purchase two more Parkside signs from Guthrie 
for $1,200 (But these were never purchased) 
Check 1745 to Guthrie Designworks $600 approved (for the second 
payment on the initial sign) 

5/16/13 meeting Check 1766 to Guthrie Designworks $1,200 approved (for the final 
payment on the initial sign) 

Page 80 of 93 

237



if 

Issue 2-“iDetermine wliat, ifany, ORC requirenierlts regulate the comniissioner’s [sic]
i 

g 

of property and verify compliance.” Also, where is the old flag pole that was at the corner 
a of SR 306 and SR 322? 

Conclusion— I am assuming from the reference to R.C. 501.10, Acceptance of Property; sale or 

donation of property and equipment, the “Review” is inquiring about any similar code section 

applicable to a park district. 

As explained earlier, R.C. 1545.11 provides that the board may accept donations of 

money, property, or may act as trustee of land, money or other property, and use the donation or 

property to be held in trust as either stipulated by the donor or as provided in the trust agreement. 

The probate court judge must approve each donation or tmst before it is accepted by the board. 

Park benches have been donated and installed; however, the Probate Court file reflects 

only one park bench donation was submitted to Judge Grendell for approval. A new flag pole 
was installed and donations were accepted for that project. 

As noted earlier, the park district does maintain an inventory list of personal property. 

The “old flag pole” that was removed from the comer of 322 and 306 became the subject 

of a barter. At the July 31, 2013 meeting a resolution was approved to barter the old flag pole 

valued at $300 for services valued at $800 from Todd Thomston of American Asphalt to clean 

up the new garden along SR. 322 in front of the parking area of the new cast park section; thus 

discounting the clean up services by $500. 

In park records there is a letter dated March l8, 2014 from David Wilkes, President of 

Hi-Lite Maintenance Inc. valuing the old flag pole between $250 and $300.00. 

I presented this barter to the state auditor, who opined that “[w]hile “bartering” is not a 

recommended way of doing business on a regular basis, all entities are encouraged to find 

discounts for purchases whenever possible. As long as the entity does not have a specific policy 

governing purchases, the situation does not require a formal contract/competitive bidding, and/or 
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no related parties of someone associated with the entity are involved with the vendor offering the 

discount over another potential vendor, this practice would be acceptable. The scenario you 

present does not, to me, seem to pose any issues.” 

Issues‘; & 2-Vewrifiy that the park commissioners are bonded for $5,000; that their bonds 
have been approved by and filed with the county auditor; and that Mr. Yandell’s bond is 
still “active.” g‘ 

Conclusion-My first task was to locate the bonds for the current commissioners. 

Commissioners, Clay Lawrence, Joseph Weiss, Jr., and Lance Yandell are bonded, but the bonds 

have not been filed with the Geauga County Auditor. In fact, no bonds of any park districts’ 

commissioners have been filed with the auditor’s office for some time. The bonds of 

Commissioner Yandell and Margaret Vitale were issued but not signed by them. Once I brought 

that to their attention the bonds were signed. They are in the custody of the park administrative 

assistant. The two new commissioners, Al Parker and Ruth Philbrick, are also now bonded. 

No bonds have been revoked. 

Bonds should be filed with the Geauga County Auditor as required by statute. 

T0!‘ no withholding from wages no‘:-nis7l7’ilZI7{SV;l)eingVpa 

1 
her.

~ 

.. i 

Conclusion-There is no withholding tax taken from her check or PERS contributions made by 
the park district because Ms. Vitale was hired as an independent contractor. I can find no record 

of any park district secretary being hired as an employee. I inquired of Russell Township Park 

District, and its secretary, Ms. Palmer, is an independent contractor. The Russell Park District 

has obtained a legal opinion verifying the propriety ofthis arrangement. 
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Conclusion-I agree that the voided checks were not listed in minutes as having been voided. 

Check 1734 4/ 17/13 Voided lost check to Apex and stop payment was ordered 5/20/13 
Check 1743 4/17/13 $120 to Apex for lamp posts delivered still outstanding 
Check 1736 4/17/13 $250 Chestcrland News for park bench ad is still outstanding 
Check 1802 7/2/l3 Void check to Lance Yandell for Bremec 

Issues 1 & 2-January 2013 meeting: Commissioners Yandell and Weiss with park arborist, 
Dave Allen at Arabica Coffee House in Chester and August 9, 2012 minutes reflect a 
meeting between Commissioners Weiss and Bidwell and contractor DeFranco [sic] at the 
baseball field regarding renovations 

Conclusion-Unfounded 

Discussion—The Open Meetings Act requires the park district board of commissioners to take any 

official action and conduct all discussion and deliberations upon official business only in an open 

meeting about which advance notice of date, time and location has been given to the public. In 

the case of special meetings, notice is to be given of the specific topic to be discussed. There are 

a few exceptions that permit an “executive session” out ofthe public eye. 

“Discussion” has been viewed as the exchange of words, comments, or ideas by the 

members of a public body.” “Deliberation” has been viewed as the act of weighing and 

examining reasons for and against a choice. 93 Courts have also defined “deliberation” as a 

thorough discussion of all factors involved, a careful weighing of positive and negative factors, 

and a cautious consideration of the ramifications of the proposal, while gradually arriving at a 

y; Devere v. A/Iizxmi Univ. Bo’. ofTrs.. 12th Dist. No. CA85—05-065 (June 10, 1986). 
93 Springfield Local Sch. Dist. Bd. of Educ. v. Ohio /15: ‘I1 ofPub. Sch. Employees, 106 Ohio App.3d 355, S64 (9111 
Dist. 1998). 
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decision” or involving “a decisional analysis, i.e., an exchange of views on the facts in an 

attempt to reach a decision.‘’95 

Thus, the question becomes whether a meeting between a majority of the board of 

commissioners and another that is not noticed to the public and may not even take place in a 

public setting is a “meeting” for purposes of the Open Meetings Act. 

In the Eleventh Appellate District, which includes Geauga County, the controlling law is 

found in an opinion authored by Judge Ford. He explained that the Open Meetings Act “is 

intended to apply to situations where there has been actual formal action taken; to wit, formal 

” 9“ If a gathering is strictly of an investigative and deliberation concerning the public business. 

infonnation-seeking nature that does not involve actual discussion or deliberation of public 

business it is not a “meeting” for purposes of the Open Meetings Act. 97 To date, the Supreme 

Court of Ohio has not decided the question of whether “investigative and informational” 

gatherings are or are not “meetings.” 

A question-and-answer session between board members and others who were not public 
officials, such as those meetings with Mr. Allen and Mr. DiFranco are not violative of the Open 

Meetings Act unless a majority of the board members also entertain a discussion of public 

business with one another.” 

I found no evidence that these meeting were anything other than question and answer 

sessions. 

9“ Theile V. Harris, No. C-860103 (Isl Dist. I986). 
95 Piekulowski v. South Cent. Ohio Educ. Serv. Cir. Governing Bd., 161 Ohio App.3d 372, 379, 2005-Ohio-2868 
(4th Dist.) 
9° I1'olesli'z v. Lawrence, 35 Ohio App.3d 324 (1 iiii Dist. 1993). 
V7 

Id. 
93 Cincinnati Enquirer v. Cincinnati Bd. afEduc., I92 Ohio App 3d 566, 201 l-Ohio-703 (151 Dist ) 
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V 

ilssue 3-Violaitioniof R.iC.'121.22(F)~The commissioners changed their meeting date to the 

E 

first Thursday of each month at the April 2, 2012 meeting and violated the rule at least 17 
5 times from May, 2012 through December, 2013. 

Conclusion-Unfounded 

Discussion-R C. l21.22(F) requires the public body to establish by rule a reasonable method by 

which the public may detennine the time and place of all regularly scheduled meetings, and the 

time, place and purpose of all special meetings. All R.C. 121.22(F) requires is a rule”, and the 

district has such a rule in its by-laws. 

The park district by-laws provide regular meetings of the board are to be held at the 

Chester Town Hall at least once a month. A special or emergency meeting may be called by the 
Chair or by a majority of the commissioners. Written notice of the regular or special meetings 

are to be given by the Secretary of the Board to the commissioners by regular mail at least 

twenty-four hours in advance, and no written notice is required for an emergency meeting. 

There is to be a schedule of the regular meetings, noting date, time and place, posted on a 

bulletin board in a public area within the Chester Town Hall. This posting requirement also 

applies to notices of any special meeting, No special meeting may be held without at least 

twenty-four hour notice being given to the news media who have requested, except in the event 

of an emergency meeting 

In the event of an emergency meeting the board member (s) calling the meeting shall 

immediately notify the news media which have request notification of the time, place and 

purpose of the meeting. If a meeting is to be cancelled or changed, the board is to make “every 

reasonable effort,” including newspaper notice to all interested parties. Members of the news 

media or persons who have requested direct notification shall be notified individually of the 

change “as soon as possible.” 

99 Damn v. Nartlmmnl Board a/Ed , 2"“ Dist. Montgomery No. 19956, 2003 WL 23011464 (December, 24, 2003). 
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To request this direct notification of a meeting and/or the agenda, one must send a written 

request and provide the board with a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If there is a special or 

emergency meeting, then the board is to make a “reasonable effort” to notify the person or 

persons by phone. 

The district has not complied with the requirement of holding its meetings at the Town 

Hall for sometime. For the most part, it has complied with posting individual meeting notices or 

regular and special meetings on the bulletin board at Town Hall and on a board at Parkside. But 

that being said, the frequency of changes in dates and locations over the past few years is not 

good practice. Notices have not been regularly posted on the district’s website, and over the 

years of minutes reviewed I have found that there were some meeting without fonnal agendas 

It was explained that meetings are now held at the tire rescue station instead of Chester 

Town Hall because of issues of access, the security alarm, and space. Meetings for some time 

were not held at one regular location. They were held at the West Geauga Public Library, the 

Chester Fire Rescue Station and even at Arabica Coffee House. 

Recommendation- Given the resolution to hold meetings on the first Thursday of each month, a 

list of the meeting dates for the year should be determined at the beginning of each year and then 

posted. It would be prudent to schedule meetings on a day that does not conflict with other 

township hoards’ meetings. 

Elssue 4-Meeting dates in the minutes frewquentlryiaire Ei$?iged"io another date} 

Conclusion-Agreed. 

Discussion and Recommendation-See preceding issue. 
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Issue 5-Failure to cornplywith R.C. 121.2207) requiring theipurposie ofspecial meetings to 
be stated 

Conclusion- I agree that there has been incomplete compliance with this requirement, as 

demonstrated by the chart below. 

Discussion-R.C. 121 .22(F) defines each type ofmeeting and the notice required. 

“Regular meetings” are those held at prescheduled intervals. 

“Special meeting” is any meeting other than a regular meeting and requires at least 24 

hours advance notification of special meetings to all media outlets that have requested such 

notification, unless there is an emergency requiring immediate official action. If a special 

meeting is called to discuss particular issues, the statement of the meeting’s purpose must 

specifically indicate those issues, and the public body may only discuss those specified issues at 

that meeting. If the special meeting is really a rescheduled “regular" meeting, the statement of 

the meeting’s purpose may be for “general purposes.” The discussion in these meeting cannot go 

beyond the stated purpose. 

“Emergency meeting” is a type of special meeting. 24-hours advance notice is not 

required, but the body must immediately notify all media outlets that have specifically requested 

such notice of the time, place, and purpose of the emergency meeting. The purpose statement 

requirement is the same as that for special meetings. 

7/10/11 notice Given to notify of a change in the budget planning special meeting 
date from 7/11/11 to 7/14/11 
No minutes ofthe 7/l4/ll meeting located 
12/2/11 Emergency Meeting held 
apparent purpose was to buy more holiday lighting 

No notice found 

7/6/12 notice Given to notify of a special meeting~budget hearing meeting on 
7/12/12. There is an agenda attached which lists other items in 
addition to the budget 

9/4/l2 notice Given to notify of an emergency meeting for 9/5/12 (no stated 
purpose) No agenda attached. 
Five items were discussed; two contracts were approved; checks were 
approved 
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Perc ed Noncompliance with the 2/25/93 agreement between the Chester Township
‘ 

Board of Commissioners and the Chester Township Park District
~ 

4/9/13 notice Given of a special meeting for 4/13/13 (no stated purpose) and no 
minutes 

Recommendation-The park district should develop a set of standardize forms and procedure for 

giving public notices. The last set in recently discovered manual was last revised in 1998 and is 

out of date

~ 
Conclusion-I agree with this in part, only because the recently discovered procedure manual lists 

two media outlets, The News~Herald and The Plain Dealer, with named contacts. 1 cannot locate 

any record of any individual or media outlet sending in a request for prior notification and the 

administrative assistant has no such correspondence.

~ 
" 

lssiie 1-Failure to obtainrprior writtenapproval mm the Chester Township Board of 
Trustees prior to constructing or altering any permanent improvement and failure to 
submit plans a specificatio s a l ction coniniences. ~~~ 
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Conclusion-Unfounded 

Discussion-The reviewer does not identify any specific permanent improvement. I will analyze 

three major projects completed at the Parkside location within the past few years— the volleyball 

court; the pavilion by the volleyball court on the east side of the park and the playground on the 

west side ofthe park. 

For this discussion I will use the definition of the term, “permanent improvement” found 

in Ch 5705: 

“Permanent improvement” or “improvement” means any property, asset, 
or improvement with an estimated life or usefulness of five years or 
more, including land and interests therein, and reconstructions, 
enlargements, and extensions thereof having an estimated life or 
usefulness of five years or more.”w° 

This provision, which is paragraph four of the 1993 Agreement is essential to ensure 

compliance with the township zoning resolution. 

‘W RC. 5705.01 
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Plans for the volleyball court on the east side of the park were submitted to the township 

and the county for approval,"” and they were initially made a part of the ODNR grant 
application.M 

The pavilion constructed to the east of the ball field falls within this definition, and the 

project is not in violation of the Agreement inasmuch as the Chester Township Board of Trustees 

initiated the project, supplied drawings to the park district, and submitted the application for the 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources Nature Works grant to build the structure. “)3 

The playground constructed to the west of the ball field also falls within this definition of 

a permanent improvement, but I find the provision was not violated by the project either. At the 

August 23, 2013 township trustees meeting plans and the contract for the playground 

installation were presented to the township trustees with the funding request by Commissioner 

Weiss. A resolution funding the project in the amount of $24,650 was approved by the township 
trustees. 

2-Failure to comply with Sec§on7i_l~:t“_:tjiAe Agreement:~ 

Conclusion-Unfounded in part. I do agree that the fiscal otficer cenification provision has not 

been done. 

Section 8 provides, “The Park District may not contract for or incur any debts or 

obligations which result or could result in liens on the parks, parklands, or permanent 

improvements therein without prior written approval of the Township. Such approval shall be in 

withheld by the Township until it receives certification from the fiscal officer of the Park District 

‘°' See Meeting Minutes, Chester Township Park District, 3/711 1. 
‘"3 Exhibit P-see last two pages of the exhibit, “Nzitureworks Application Adjustment Form." 
‘°‘ Exhibit P-ODNR Letter dated 12/22/11 to Tmstoe Joyce regarding gmm applied for by the Chester Township 
Board of Tnrslces and Exhibit Q-email dated 4/3/ 12 from Tnistee Joyce to Commissioner Weiss regarding draviings 

Page 90 of 93 

247



that the Park District is in compliance with all applicable provisions of the Ohio Revised Code, 

including, but not limited to, RC. 57o5.41.”‘°‘ 

This is a curious section. One may speculate this provision was inserted to avoid 

mechanics’ liens resulting from non-payment; however, inasmuch as Ohio law prohibits a sale or 

seizure upon execution of public property, a mechanics‘ lien against public works attaches not to 

the property itself but only to a fund. 105 Thus, it follows that if the park district entered into a 

contract to build an improvement without having the funds to pay for the contract, the 

contractor/creditor would have alien against the park district funds, not against the real property 

owned by Chester Township. If there can be no lien against the parklands by operation of law, 

then there is no need to seek prior written approval for improvement contracts. 

The certification process by the fiscal officer is necessary, as discussed previously to 

assure there are sufficient funds to pay the expenditures and thus avoid any liens of the funds. 

Recommendation-The park district should assure that its records adequately document that 

plans, specifications and contracts for any future major projects constituting permanent 

improvements on township lands have been delivered to the township trustees and that the 

township trustees approve same. I have already made recommendations regarding the 

certification process. 

’ 

ridriof Parnk Conirnissionerswith their By Lawsi 

The six issues raised under this section of the “Review” have already been thoroughly 

addressed in earlier sections. 

“Certification of funds 
‘"5 Trzlco Capital Carp. v. C0l7mm., 41 Olrio App.2d 171, 174. (1974). 
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The NDCL Volleyball Team at practice 

Oversight of park districts has been entrusted to the probate court because so many parks 

began with a gift of property to the public upon someone’s death with instruction that the 

property remain a park in perpetuity. Parks enhance the quality of life in a community Parks 

have been the subject of poetry-- "Think of our life in nature, — daily to be shown matter, to 
come in contact with it, — rocks, trees, wind on our cheeks!" W’ Parks have been championed by 
great leaders~"The lack of power to takejoy in outdoor nature is as real a misfortune as the lack 

of power to takejoy in books "'07 

Despite the current controversies surrounding the park lands in Chester Township, it is 

clear that the people ofChester Township are proud ofthe park’s development, and they want to 

see their park maintained properly, always with an eye on fiscal responsibility. 

W’ Henry David Thoreau W Theodore Roosevelt 
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I have found that all stakeholders subscribe to this goal, and I stand ready to assist the 

court and the Chester Township Park District to implement the recommendations in this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mary Jane Trapp 
Dated: 7/28/14 MARY JANE TRAPP, Master Commissioner 
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~ 
Chester Township Park District 2013 Review 

Revised 3/5/14 

Overview of Park District Flnanpjal History 

Park expenditures for 2012 and 2013 totaled $318,665 according to records submitted by the park 
commissioners to the Geauga County Auditor ($139,965 in 2012 and $178,699 in 2013). Refer to 
attachment number 1 for a summary of historical expenditures and revenues. 

Recent Significant Vendor‘ Paments _ 

A review ofthe park commission's expenditures for 2012 and 2013 reveal the following significant 
expenditures to vendors/ suppliers /contractors (refer to attachment 2): 

-—— -1: ’I’hepark~coimnissionerspaid-Play-8rParlrStructures“a‘totai‘of$64:73‘1Hor'pl'aygromid" 
' ' 

equipment and benches during 2012 and 2013. Meeting minutes make no mention of obtaining 
‘other quotes from vendors for the purchase/ installation of similar playground equipment. 
The park commissioners paid I-l&M Landscape a total of $40,622 during 2012 and 2013. 
The park commissioners paid DiFranco Landscaping $26,080 during 2012 and 2013. $23,600 
was for the infield renovation. The park commissioners obtained only one single contractor 
quote for this work.

' 

Electrical contractor payments during 2012 and 2013 have been significant. Peerless Electric 
has been paid $36,996 over the period; Chesterland Electric was paid $9,509 in 2013, Hi Lite 
Maintenance was paid $3,065 in 2013 and ElectoLite was paid $2,841 in 2013. Electrical 
contractor costs in the two-year period totaled $52,411. « 

‘ 

Tree work and arborist charges during 2012 and 2013 were as follows: Inspeyered tree service 
was paid $5,760. The Pruning Company was paid $4,815 and Apex Land Managementwas paid 
$1,690 for a total two-year period expenditure of $1 2,265. 

Recent Commissioner Actions Resulting’ in Increased Spending 

1. Prior to 2013, Bart Alcorn was hired to regularly drag the ball field infield. Mr. Alcorn was paid 
$650 for the work in 2012. In 2013, the park commissioners decided to hire DiFranco 
Landscaping to drag the infield. DiFranco Landscaping was paid $2,480 for the work. 
On February 8, 2011 the park commissioners hired Dave Allen of The Pruning Company to be 
the park's resident arborist consultant. He was paid $2,500 in 2011, $1,065 in 2012 and $3,750 
in 2013 resulting in a three-year total of $7,315. 
In 2013 the park commissioners hired Land & Site Contractor Service to mow the park grass 
and perform janitorial service at the restroom one day per week for the period April 1 through 
November 30. They also hired a company called Professional House Cleaning Service to clean 
the restrooms a minimum of two additional days per week at $45 per day. Road department , 

personnel did this work previously. In 2013 Land 8: Site Contractor was paid $16,493 and 
Professional House Cleaning Service was paid $2,742.30. 
On June‘ 28, 2012 the park commissioners approved entering into an agreement with Peerless 
Electric to perform monthly inspections of the entire park electrical conditions and to provide a 

typed report to the commissioners on their findings. The commissioners agreed to pay them 
$110 per month for the period April through December. - 

Secretarial costs in 2011 were $2,710. Secretarial costs in 2013 were $4,422, a 61% increase 
from 2011. The commissioners February 20, 2014 request to the Chester Township board of

1 
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Revised 3/5/14 ....__ 

Deviations from 2013 Sgted Park Projects 

1. At the regular Chester Township trustee meeting held on February 7, 2013, the park 
commissioners presented their list of 2013 park projects and cost estimates. The total 
projected expenditure was $128,500. The following chart identifies deviations from their 
proposed plan. 

Project Name Estimated 
Cost [as 
proposed NWBT4 

Playground $25,000 
completion 
Ball field renovation $25,000 
(outfield) 
Pavilion repair— $6,000 
horseshoe pit area 
Maintenance $18,000 

Not listed in 2013 plan 0 

Not listed in 2013 plan 0 
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 
Holiday lighting $5,500 

Parking lot expansion $21,000 
and horseshoe 
driveway gravel —new 
pavilion and Lighting

' 

walkway area and park 
and electric relocation 
expense 

Notlisted in 2013 plan 0 
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 
Notlisted in 2013 plan 0 
Staining/painting $17,000 
(labor/mat'ls) 
Gutters & downspouts- $300 
new pavilion 

2013 
Payments 

$35,296 

0

0 

$40,614 

$3,963 

$5311 
$3548 
$1585 
$z400 

$24,093 

$620 
$400 
$1590 
$1as09 

$835 

0 

trustees for 2014 funding shows proposed secretary costsat $3,600 with a note saying "same 

as last year [Refer to attachment 7). Payments to Margaret Vitale in 2013 were $4,422. 

Comments regarding 2013 payments and 
work performed - 

Not done 

Not done, except gutter work for $300— $500 

$2,480 for DiFranco dragging, $2,841 for 
ElectoLite plus $5,207 for Peerless plus $2135 for 
Freshley plus $3065 for Hi Lite plus $1,100 for 
bench painting plus $16,493 for Land & Site plus 
$2,742 for restroom cleaning plus $3,750 for The 
Pruning Company plus $801 forTurneys 
Park signs- by All-ways Flasher for $963 and 
$3,000 to Guthrie Designworks 
Park benches 
Drainage trench along walkway 
Perennial garden renovation by H&M 
$3000 to Rotary plus $4400 to Peerless for temp 
lighting and cords 
$6,299 for gravel plus $3,500 for Podogil 
Excavating plus $1500 to H&M for stone 
boundary wall replacement plus $585 to H&M to 
add top soil and mulch plus $9,509 to Chesterland 
Electric plus $646 for Costco lamps plus $2,054 to 
Lance Yandell for lamps and Costco membership. 
NOTE: only 6 of the lamp posts were installed in 
2013. NOTE—10 more to go. 
Patio stones for Fire Department pitio 
Garden design by Mary Slingluff 
Apex planting trees and stump grinding 
$12,080 to M.A.L. plus $4,729 to Sherwin 
Williams 
Gutters byll&l( for new pavilion and gazebo 

~ ~ 
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r Revised 3/5/14 

Comments regarding Z013 payments and '_ “Project Name Estimated 2013 
cost (as Payments work performed 

proposed 
2/17/13) 

Horseshoe pit repairs $1,000 $1,000 $335 for backstop and $665 for shed 
Perennial Gardeners $1,000 $500 Donation 
Hanging flower $1,000 $3,298 Bremec at $2,048 and Sal Chariilo at $1,250 

- baskets 
" ’ 

Park banners $2,400 $1,344- 

Barbeque grills $1,300 0 Not done 
Flag pole $4,000 $2,291 
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 $250 Pavement markings 
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 $874 Chesterland News Ads 
‘Not listed in 2015 plan 0 $754 Custom Logos work? 
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 $939 Mulberry Creek Greenhouse? 
Not listed in 2013 plan 0 $550 Western Reserve Graphics? 

Total projected 2013 _ 
$128,500 $153,964 Project/maintenance actual spending was 

project expenditures ' 20% over estimate. 

Potential Ohio Revised Code issues 

1. It appears that according to ORC 1545.22(B](1) and (2), the park commissioners have no 
authority to negotiate checks for goods and services, as is their current practice. The 
regulation names the Geauga County Treasurer as the custodian of the funds of the park 
district. It requires that the Geauga County Treasurer pay funds out upon a warrant from 
the Geauga County Auditor. it further states that ”...no contract of the board involving the 
expenditure of money shall become effective until the auditor certifies that there are funds 
of the board in the custody of the county treasurer and otherwise unappropriated sufficient 
to provide therefor. The auditor shall draw warrants on the treasurer to disburse the funds 
of the board upon order of the board, evidenced by the certificate of its secretary." it would 
appear that the approximately $180,000 worth of checks signed and issued by the park 
commissioners in 2013 violate this provision of Ohio law. 

2. ORC 5705.45 describes liability for wrongful payments from public funds. It states that any 
officer or employee who expends or authorizes expenditures of public funds contrary to the 
ORC shall be liable to the political subdivision for the full amount paid. 

” 

3. Contrary to Ohio law, actual expenditures exceeded appropriation authority for the year 
ending 12/31/13. ORC 5705.41(B]. 2013 expenditures were $178,699. Amendment 1 of 
the Certificate of Estimated Resources dated 2 / 19/ 13 was $127,305. It appears that the 
park commissioners exceeded their legal spending authority by $51,394 in 2013. 
Contrary to Ohio law, it appears that the park commissioners did not require the 
certification of available funds before it incurred an obligation. ORC 5705.41(D) (1) states 
that no subdivision shall make any contract or give any order involving expenditure of 
money unless there is attached thereto a certificate of the fiscal officer stating that the 
amount required to meet the obligation has been lawfully appropriated for such purpose 
and is in the treasury or in process of being collected. The section also states that every

3 
Appendix 4 

254



~ ~ ~ 
._ ___Revised 3/5/14 

-I 

contractmade without such a certificate shall be void, and no warrant shall be issued in 
payment ofany amount due. 
Contrary to Ohio law, the park commissioners did not pass an annual appropriation 
measure on or about the first day of each fiscal year. ORC 5705.38(A). 
The record of proceedings is the official record taken by the park commissioners and should 
reflect all pertinent information approved by the commissioners. The 2013 minutes did not 
reflect the acceptance of approximately $10,000 in donations nor did it document the 
authorization of many of the expenditures that exceeded an individual commissioners 
authorization of $1,000. 
Determine whether ORC 9.38 applies to revenue received in by the park commissioners. 
ORC 9.38 regulates the timely deposit of public moneys. In summary, it requires public 
moneys to be deposited into the public office's designated depository on the business day 
next following the day of receipt, unless the public office adopts a policy permitting a 

—'*‘.—"—differentTfieperiod,Tot‘tT:'t2YcTee‘ci°three business days next ioilowing the day 5Freceipt‘-- 
provided that themoneys are safeguarded until such time that they are deposited. Park 
commissioner meeting minutes of 7/31/13 indicate that the WG Kiwanis donated $250. 
Verify when this money was received and deposited. Also verify whether the other 
approximately $10,000 in donations were deposited in accordance with applicable Ohio 
law. . 

ORC 117.38 requires each public office to file a financial report to the Ohio Auditor of State's 
office for each fiscal year. Newspaper notice is also required when the report is filed. 
Penalties exist for financial reports not filed or fiiedflate. Determine whether the park 
district has filed the required report and provided public notice. 
ORC 5705.30 requires public notice and public hearings prior to adopting the annual 
budget. Verify whether this requirement applies to the park commission and whether it has 
complied with this requirement. 

Financial Discrepancies 

1. Park commissioner Joe Weiss told the Chester trustees during a meeting on 2/20/14 that 
the 2014 carry over balance for the park district was around $4,330 0. The carry over 
according to the 2014 beginning balances submitted by the park commissioners to the 
county auditor's office on 2/21/14 was $11,580. Mr. Weiss signed the document on 
2/19/14. See attachment 3. The listing of 2014 park revenues and expenditures is missing 
the carry over balance in its arithmetic. 
The listing of 20 13 donations to the park district that was provided by the park district 
shows total donations of $10,150 [see attachment 4). The accounting submitted to the 
county for the same period lists interest/misc revenue at $9,652.79. An approximate $500 
discrepancy exists. 
The 2014 beginning balances submitted by the park commissioners to the Geauga county 
auditor show a 2013 receipts at $174,680.87. The bank statements show deposits of 
$174, 803.07, a discrepancy of$12Z.20. 
On 12/19/13, the park commissions passed a motion to hire M.A.L. Enterprises for $3,275 
to paint the gazebo. This amount was not shown as encumbered in the 2014 beginning 
balances approved and submitted by the park commissioners to the Geauga County Auditor. 
Five checks issued by the park commissioners in 2012 that totaled $11,847.87 were never 
mentioned as approved for payment in their meeting minutes (check numbers 1670, 1671, 
1672, 1673 and 1674). There is no record of these checks in the meeting minutes-$3,360 
was issued to lnspeyered Tree Service and $8,134.50 was issued to Peerless Electric. 
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Specifics- Apparent Overag’ e of Spending Authority 

On 1/24/13, a motion was approved to authorize an individual park commissioner to "expend up to 
$1,000 for work to be done at the par ". The following checks appear to have been paid that exceeded 
the individual authorization of $1,000 and had no prior board approval in the meeting minutes: 

$2,054.88 to Lance Yandell, check 1711 dated 2/ 1/ 13 1. 

2. $2,841.65 to ElectoLite, check 1737 dated 4/17/13 
3. On 4 /17/ 13 the commissioners approved $15,495 to Land 8: Site Contractor for lawn care from 

April 1 — November 30. A total of nine checks were issued to them between the period 5 /6 /13 
and 1/23/14. The checks totaled $18,429.96. The approved dollar amount was exceeded by 
$2,934.96. 

5. $3,065.00 to Hi Lite Maintenance, check 1755 dated 5/6/13 
6. $3,337.70 to Sherwin Williams, check 1770 dated 5/16/13 
7. $1,354.61 to Sherwin Williams, check 1741 dated 4/17/13 
8. $2,655.74 to Play & Park Structures, check 1803 dated 7/2/13 
9. $2,655.74 to Play &'Park Structures, check 1821 dated 8/22/13 
10. $3,750 to Chesterland Electric, check 1787 dated 6/13/13 
11. $1,237.50 to The Pruning Company, check 1728 dated 3/21/13 
12. $1,252.50 to The Pruning Company, check 1769 dated 5/16/13 
13. $1,450 to Peerless Electric, check 1713 dated 2/7/13 
14. $1,450 to Peerless Electric, check 1723 dated 3/13/13 
15. On 2/2 7/13 the commissioners approved $2,500 to Podogil Excavating. $3,500 was paid by 

check 1759 dated 5/ 6 /13. Theapproved dollar amount was exceeded by $1,000. 
16. On 2 / 27/13 the commissioners approved $8,580 to M.A.L. Enterprises and another $1,970 was 

additionally approved on 4/17/13. Total authorized was $10,550. Payments made to M.A.L. in 
2013 were $12,080.00. The approved dollar -amount was exceeded by $1,530. 

17. $1,560.00 to H&M Landscape, check 1754 dated 5/6/13 

Specifics- Apparent Expenditure ofPublic Funds Outside the Authority of the Park District 
]u_:-isdiction 
in the following instances the park commissions made payments to contractors and vendors for goods

‘ 

and services that were beyond the boundary of Parkside Park: 

1. Check 1751 for $620.60 to American Rail Road Tie for patio stones at the Chester Fire 
Department 

2. 'i‘hree checks to Sal Charlillo for a total of $1,250 for relocating flower baskets along SR 322 and 
SR 306 and within Parkside Park 

3. ?.7 for landscaping services to the town hall and fire station 
4. 7? to install a patio and landscaping behind the fire station 

§pecifics- Checks Cashed Prior to Park Commissionermaproval 

In the following instances, checks were cashed BEFORE the meeting was held that the commissioners 
approved to pay the invoices as vouchered: 
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1. Check 1711 to Lance Yandell for $2,054.88—commissioners approved on 2/2 7/13 and check 
was cashed on 2/8/13 V 

Check 1758 to Play & Park Structures for $35,296.65-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and 
check was cashed on 5/10/13 

3. Check 1755 to Hi Lite Maintenance for $3,065-commissioners approved on 5/16/13 and check 
was cashed on 5/9/13 

4. Check 1760 to DiFranco Landscaping for $2,360—commisioners approved on 5 / 16/ 13 and 
V» » check was cashed on 5/9/13 
5. Check 1846 to DiFranco Landscaping for $2,480-commisioners approved on 11/13/ 13 and 

check was cashed on 11/6/13 
6. Check 1733 to M.A.L. Enterprises for $3,780-commissioners approved on 4/17/13 and check 

was cashed on 4/11/13 
7 Check 1757 to M.A.L. Enterprises for $1,300-commissioners approved on 5 / 16/13 and check 

——~———'—~was-cashedron—5f9/-13—~ 
8. Check 1759 to Podogil Excavating for $3,500—commlssioners approved on 5 /16/ 13 and check 

was cashed on 5/10/13 
9. Check 1713 to Peerless Electric for $1,450-commissioners approved on 2/27/13 and checkwas 

cashed on 2/13/13 
10. Check 1749 to Peerless Electric for $900-commissioners approved on 5 / 16/ 13 and check was 

cashed on 5/7/13
_ 

11. Check 1807 to Peerless Electric for $767.5 0-commissioners approved on 7/3 1/ 13 and check 
was cashed on 7/15/13 

12. Check 1842 to Peerless Electric for $1,395-commissioners approved on 11/13/13 and check 
was cashed on 10/1/13 

13. Check 1754 to H&M Landscape for $1.560-commissioners approved on 5 / 16/13 and check was 
cashed on 5/7/13 

14. Check 1841 to Chesterland News for $412.S0- commissioners approved on 11/ 13 /13 and 
check was cashed on 10/4/13 

15. Check 1783 to Costco for $646.47-commis 
on 5/28/13 

16. Check 1750 to I-l&K Gutter for $835.00—commissioners approved on 5 /16/13 and check was 
cashed on 5/7/13 

17. Check 1806 to illuminating Company for $8Z0.70—commissioners approved on 7/31 /13 and 
check was cashed on 7/16/13 

18. Check 1756 to Land 8: Site Contractor for $1,936.87~commissioners approved on 5 / 16/ 13 and 
check was cashed on 5/8/13 

19. Check 1843 to Playground World for $200-commissioners approved on 11/13 / 13 and check 
was cashed on 10/4/13 

20. Check 1803 to Professional House Cleaning Service for $569.97-commissioners approved on 
7/31/13 and check was cashed on 7/10/13 

21. Check 1844 to Professional House Cleaning Service for $360-commissioners approved on 
-11/13/13 and check was cashed on 10/2/13 

22. Check 1784 to Sal Charlillo for $1,000-commissioners approved on 6/19/13 and check was 
cashed on 6/6/13 . 

23. Check 1722 to the Flag Store for $1,291.48-commissioners approved on 5 /16/ 13 and check 
was cashed on 5/9/13 

sioners approved on 6/19 / 13 and check was cashed 
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§pecifli:s- Questionable Signatog; Authority 

1. Check 1834 to Land & Site for $1,936.87 was cashed on 9/16/13 absent any park commissioner 
signature(s] on the check. 

2. In the following instances, checks were signed by only one commissioner- Joe Weiss. The 
second signature was Margaret Vitale, the secretary: 

Check 1748 to All—Ways Flashers Ser\n'ces 
Check 1781 to Apex Land Management 
Check 1806 to the illuminating Company 
Check 1807 to Peerless Electric 
Check 1780 to Professional House Cleaning Service 
Check 1808 to Professional House Cleaning Service 
Check 1818 to Professional House Cleaning Service ' 

l1e’cll"1'78?l-"tiJ'Sal1‘.‘li’.!rli‘iio 

Specifles- Check AmoI_mt[Payee Discrepancies 

in the following instances, there is a discrepancy between the vouchered check listing in the meeting 
minutes and the checks shown on the bank statement[s]: 

V9’-‘EDP-Sec?‘ 

1. 6/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1797 was to KT Custom Logos for $538.99, while 
the bank statement shows that check issued to Peggy Vitale for $682.17 

2. 6/ 19 / 13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1788 was to Chesterland News for $250, while 
the bank statement shows the amount to be $400 

3. 6/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1796 was to Ruth Chapman for $100, while the 
bank statement shows that check issued to KT Custom Logos for $538.99 

4. 7/31/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1812 was to Sal Charillo for $291.00, while the 
bank statement shows that check issued to Chesterland Electric for $291.18 

5. 12/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1857 was to Chesterland News for $45.62, while 
the bank statement shows that check issued to All-Ways Flasher for $45.62 

6. 6/19/13 meeting minutes indicate that check 1798 was to Margaret Vitale for $682.17, while 
the bank statement shows that check issued to Mulberry Creek Greenhouse for $335. 

Miscellaneous Questions & Concerns 

A. Property Disposition 
1. At their 4/13 / 13 meeting, the commissioners approved $1,200 to Guthrie Designworks for 

two more park signs. Check number 1766 to Guthrie Designworks for $1,200 was cashed 
on 5/21/13. To date, the signs have not been installed—where are they? 

2. Determine what, if any, ORC requirements regulate the park commissioner's of property 
and verify compliance. (Township trustees are regulated under ORC 505.10). Where is the 
old flag pole that was at the corner of SR 322 and SR 306? 

B. Bonding 
1. in accordance with ORC 1545.05, verify that the park commissioners are bonded for $5,000 

and that their bonds have been approved by and filed with the county auditor. 
2. Verify that park commissioner Lance Yandell‘s bond is still active given that a personal 

income tax lien of approximately $5,000 was filed against him on 1/7/14 by the 
Department of Taxation. 
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C. fiigggoll
- 

1. Payroll withholdings are not being withheld from park commissioner secretary, Margaret 
Vitale's, wages. Determine whether they should be. 

2. PERS is not being paid for park commissioner secretary, Margaret Vitale. Determine 
whether it should be. 

D. Outstanding Checks _and Voiding Checks_ 
1. Four checks written in 2013 were never cashed (1734, 1743, 173 6, 1802). The meeting 

minutes of the commissioners fail to identify check numbers for any voided checks. 

Sunshine Law goncerns 

T?fil?Cf)mmissioners Lance.Yandell and Joe Weiss held a business meenng with Dave Allen, 
the arborist consultant, at the Arabica Coffee House in January 2013. The meeting was not 
noticed and meeting minutes were not prepared in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. 

2. The August 9, 2012 Park District meeting minutes state that park commissioners Joe Weiss 
and Todd Bidwell met with contractor Eugene DeFranco at the baseball field to discuss the 
necessary renovation. The meeting was not noticed and meeting minutes were not 
prepared in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. 

3. The park commissioners have failed to comply with ORC 121.22F which requires every 
public body to, by rule, establish a reasonable method whereby any person may determine 
the time and place of all regularly scheduled meetings. According to the 4/2/12 park 
commissioner meeting minutes, regular meeting dates were stated to be the 15‘ Thursday of 
every month. From May 2012 through December 2013, they violated their rule at least 17 
times. 

4. The park commission, either intentionally or unintentionally, has made it nearly impossible 
for a citizen to know when their next regular meeting is planned to occur. Their 1/3/13 
meeting minutes states that upcoming regular meetings are scheduled for 2/7/13 and 
3/7/13. There were no meetings held on these dates. instead they were held on 2/27/13 
and 3/21/13. Their 1/24/13 meeting minutes state that their next regular meeting was to 

'
" 

be held on 2/21/13. There was no meeting on 2/21/13. Their 2/27/13 meeting minutes 
state that their next regular scheduled meeting was to be on April 18. The next meeting was 
held on 3/21/13 and the subsequent meeting was on 4/17/13. Their S/16/13 meeting 
minutes state that their next regular meeting was to be held on 6/13/13. This meeting 
ended up occurring on 6/19/13. Their 7/2/13 meeting minutes state that their next 
regularly scheduled meeting was to be held on 8/15/13. it was actually held on 7/31/13. 
Their 8/ 2 2/ 13 meeting minutes state that their next regular meeting was to be held on 
9/19/13. It was held instead on 9/12/13. Their 12/19/13 meeting minutes state that their 
next regularly scheduled meeting was to be held on 1/16/14. instead it was held on 
1/23/14. . 

5. The park commissioners have failed to complywith ORC 121.2217 which requires the 
purpose of all special meetings to be stated. . 

6. The park commissioners have failed to comply with ORC 121.22F which requires that 
advance meeting notice be given to any person requesting such notice. 
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nt between the Chester Township Board 6:‘ 
Trustee; and the Chester Township Board of Park Commissioners dated Februarv 25. 1993 
(see attachment 5)

' 

. The park commissioners have not complied with the requirements of item 4. This provision 
requires the park commissioners to obtain prior written approval from the Chester 
Township board of trustees prior to constructing or altering any permanent improvement. 
it also requires that plans, specs and drawings be submitted atleast 60 days before 
commencing any such construction.

V 

item 8 states that the park commissioners may not contract for or incur any debts which 
result or could result in liens on the parks, park lands or permanent improvements without 
prior written approval of the trustees. It goes on to require that the park district fiscal 
officer provide the trustees with certification that the commissioners and park district are 
in~eompl-laaeewith-the0RGrequirementetheeprehibitexpendittrreofmoney-u-i1lessit=19—— 
has been properly appropriated; 2) that proper warrants have been drawn; and 3] that the 
fiscal officer has certified that the amount required to meet the obligation is in the treasury 
or in the process of being collected, free from encumbrances. This requirement is not being 
complied with. 

Perceiyed Noncompliance by the Board of Park Commissioners wim their By Laws 
(see attachment 6] 

1. The park commissioners have not complied with the requirements of Article IV Section 4a 
which states that "no contract of the Board of Park Commissioners involving the 
expenditure of money shall become effective until the Geauga County Auditor certifies that 
there are funds for the Board of Park Commissioners in the custody of the Geauga County 
Treasurer and otherwise unapproprlated sufficient to provide therefor. Lfilidlmi‘ shal 
issue a warrant to the Treasurer of Geauga Countv to disburse the funds of the Board of 
Park Commissioners uoou order of the Board evidenced bv the certificate of the Secretarv 
in such manner as the Bureau of Inspection and Supervision of Public Offices prescribes." 
In accordance with Article III Section 1, the commissioners are required to elect one of their 
members to serve as clerk/secretary. This has not been done, The clerk/secretary is 
required to keep the meeting records and give meeting notices. 
Annual meetings have not been held in accordance with Article IV, Section 1. 
The park commissioners have not complied with the public notice requirements outlined in 
Article IV, Section 5a. 
The park commissioners have not complied with the public notice requirements outlined in 
Article IV, Section 5b. 
The park commissioners have not complied with the notice requirements outlined in Article 
IV, Section Sc. 
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. ~C1ayLnwr:noo_, . .4/JL@VLfi—« . 
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-9WNSH'iP ‘PARK Di TR CT’D0' *

~

~
~ -31?. .. .. Hiitan 0 Wes‘tGeaugaP1a'za,LL 

.Mr. Jos:e;3h'H. Weiss; Jr. 

Guido’s“Pizza-Haven‘ " 

Eastsid; Dog and Cat Hospital, Ihc 
~ Loretta Paganini Séhogl ‘of Cooking 

'56; 
'_1op pun bfipp1y,1EC

V 

Pefezinial Cakdenerq qfchcsterland 

L-!f=Cl.16St-€I"l9-I1d,-'II).0. 

‘Fl;-Ini:il7.z-e'1's'i‘t‘3(V:1;Io§pi:tals‘ '4 

' 

CI1'es‘t.e1'=1an<1‘mA‘u‘tz$ B'o;iy~S e}}riée- Inc. 
In 

Wehdy Weiss-Agile: 
~~ 

5,3 d'héLega1.ixIew;P§ibuspzgg Company 

S:td'_1'qg 
.‘ 

' 

- 

> 

500 

~ ~

~ _' 'r1an}1 
V_ 

pto'B?{{y & sewiéa Inc.
‘ 

I‘/I.l:."al1d-.‘I\'/'ItS.;7(-sh}-1jI).'P6§Ve1_"' 

. > 

.500
, 

.~_19_'I?'.Y:Ins-11raV.1:9t>‘.Gro4x.:_p_A . 

_ I 

' 
I 

V 
.4 

v'_ 
I 

.Ap;_:end:x15_' I 

.544. 

265

~~



r . ‘ 

.2145/3.3.4.. 5 
TA. -2 rzi»-trite ~ 

. r. "‘ 
"‘(’,-,..r.¢...—»-in ‘s.-\‘—v*~$.=.ex.'<;,»_‘<’-«~—"_." 

.,
'

~ 
'4 7 

' 

; 
. 

‘:1-A*G:R">E:‘EM.E:'N'T»_l; -V
I 

V 51' 
_ Whereas; 'th'e- Beard -.-,2 rbwrismé. Truetees. 3:, ichhastér Tnwnéhliz ’(hereir11af.i'er 

-5! "Td.wnship")‘has the euthorttyzancl.responsibility to-.eper'a'te and maintain parkland?-.within. 
f 

' Chester Township: and, 
. 

- - ‘ 

. I 
I. ~

~ 

arm gre'ement.with; the -town-ship" 
or -the'purpos‘e<of. using; devetop'in'g; irnprdvtng, and protecttngpartxlande within.-Chester ;‘ 

» _" 
3 'Tawns’hip;.and., ' 

. _
. 

'Wheraas.,lt is the‘ desire ‘of -tho'Tdwhship_ and the Perk Etietriet tt: cnntinfre such agraerrtehtand '-retationship; ' 

. . . ‘ 4 

_ 
Now, thereibre, the .t3'oard'.a-f« Township Trusteeé of3Chester:Tuwnahip (Townéhip): and The Bogard’-cIf.(2rimm‘issteners at the Chester Township Park "District (Park. District) 

3’ 
agree as follows: 

. 
« 

. v 

. '1. 

‘ 

TtievPark Dis'trict'shatt”con'tinueto use; develop, improve, and ~P’tetect.aitA'parké and’ 
I 

': '.rdwnéhip;1'orthe term of thisagreement: 

" 
.:pai'ktands for the purpose of providing; passive and active recreation facitttles to they ~ residents pf Chester Township and’ the public.‘

. 

. - Subject ‘to-the‘ prior approvat 01 the‘ Township, the'.Park' District may-enter into -agreements with other potttieat subdttii§i‘on‘§, including, but not limited. to. tt1'e~West 
' 

at Recreation Disinc't.'th,a Geauga County _ 

. 

"$2 and t_:pera.tion of thetsuhject-parksrand. ' 

2 Geauga.Lo"cai Schooi D.is_trict-_:tt‘u-:‘ W
' 

P‘a;rk.Distr'ict, and 'Gr=,auga' County To ‘ 

;;a,arkia'ri.ds. 

~~~ 
'4: .'The‘Pjari‘< Districtshaltndtt:onstructoratter'any p.ermanént_§impro'{vementS-onzsatd . .jp,ar’ks'.or~ parkiands without prior written approyai from the Township. Ni~ plans; 
-_;spec_ifir~:atio_ns, and ctra‘wing_s shat .e- scrbmitteldtay the Park District, to the Tpwnship at

_ -least slxtfiao) qays before-_comme f any construction eralteration ef permanent‘ imrgrravements. "The Pa'rK_ Distdg%}§x’a that the Township may :l'5fBl' any plans, _'drawing's,.iJrspecih't: ie’n.s‘t'eithe,-Chestarftownship Zonlng.Commtssio'n ,tor.advtce<an'd. '

~ 
~~~ 

~~~

~ 
_ 

Appendix 16 

*r!;;'yr:»,::“7"*'"5 

parkiands owned by Chester Township and the.Board 0! Irownship-Trustees of-Chester’ . 

2'. ‘The Park.Districtsha1i use. onerate, maintain, cterveiopnimlproi/ta‘, and pro.tec.€sald‘ . 

_ 
comment. The Park District agrees that all construction and -aiteratinns of permanent -

~ 

Whereaé. the Board ‘er Commiseionere cit rrieTfihester‘Ibwneh1y;Ea:tLi2iétr1ati_..—:

~ 
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improvements ‘s'ha'ii be so-conslruciedof élllered as toeczmplv w'lli1'-‘and,’ Be in’the_ spir1).oi- ‘ 

the Biae.s’t_er.Township Zoning. Resolutions . . .. "‘. ~

H 

Q '5. The Park District has adopted andehail conlii-1ue_zo adopt rules endreguialions-tor 
it the use of parks and perlciancis; Such ruies‘sh~aJi-iricihcle,'buLndt'he limited to, -u's_e of; 
‘. feciiiti.es, scheduling -or activities, and "shall prehibitthe eonsurnpllon of" l;_eer,\wir1e-and 

other alcoholic beverages on pa'ri<ian'dS;or. facilities. - 

'

-

l
I 

i 

‘6.’ The- duty‘ and authority -to-regulate the use-of parks -and_pjSLk];1n.dsJ1es;_lA4iihJ_hu 
5} 

‘ 
‘ 

v 
. 

- ~
A 

olice ofiicers employed by ‘the Chester Township Police ,E1epanm‘enL Direction and .

_ control of sucf} rangers or peace: -officers shall foe within _ihe_ au_tl'lor_ity'.~c,i‘_ the ‘Chester 
'T‘ownship4P‘oi_Ice Department. ‘ 

. _ 
- 

, j 
’ ‘ 3

. 

7. Ndrangere orpark-police officers shall be appointerl By -the‘ P.‘ark'-oisirici~o'u«arlnan. '-

_P
i
1 

i

I

:
I 

.1
i 

~ i 8. 
' ‘meflnrk-Dislrlctma»y not coniractfororincqranydeiits-orobligatlons~wi)ioh result ' 

5 or could result in liens on the parks, parkiands, drspermanent improvements therein without prior written approval of me’ Township. jsbch approval sha-ll_ba'yvilljli;eJoI-i;y.‘ll1e, - 

.‘-Yowoship untjlit receives codification iron-1.lh 
_ iiecal -ofitcer» ofthe -‘Bark DIEKl'i<_1t11h3HhQ' 

-Park District is in compliance with all epp|i’_ pie.provisio'n$.oif_'liaeiehiorfievleed Corie, j 
.. inciuding,.bui n'ol'liniitec1 to, RC. 5785,41. ‘ ' 

' ' - 

’ 

l. . 
’ 

' '

~ 
'9; - Thls.a:gre_~emeni‘si3a'iI’be governed buy--the i'a\-'«s,.ol,ih,s Staiefloiohlo end méyhoi 
4.ba.'mor5.iifle_vd, amended, or aliered .uni’ess.'done, ~eo.inlwriiir1g-exeputead by _ihe.paztie_s- 
herein. ‘. ' 

‘ ' 
. -‘ 

V 

.' »'_ 
' ' '

' 

~ ~ 
. 

1.0.‘ -Theterm-of.ihis:egreemedlehalilpetor’; period df..five,(53),-yp'z'et;,s.- Tnereafier,-‘tho-H 
-e'greemeant‘shail- renew-on-an -annual b'a 

_ 
nless e‘iihei'-jollihe p_ $,.’te'rr'nina_1e_the~. 

-.egraement.'zis-provided herein. . . . 
- ' 

’ ’ 4' ' ' " “~ 

11,4, '- '.Ei‘ti1er~pafiy-"may .t'ermin'at'e this agreement prior to its expirali ‘g oiany renewaiilerm by. giving written notice .01 the_Jnteni'to.termina1 i'}ej.-ohei 
clerk of the oth r_._pa'rly. such-.noti'cee Shall -state a date m‘.".e(t¥\\naC(Oil 
-s_uc!i rsnninelion d4-l‘e- snallr-he-no.e'arIier'ihan ninety-leoggtays sulzsaquyem-l 
Qisuéhnotiee, 

' 

- -4 -

~
~ 
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~ 
-.i 

:; -.'afi:fiJ'8rl{ viii-sHall=_K§é“ah¢i"réméin:iI!ia.: 
or rsimbuqsémefil ‘du1=..ar: owing 10.111 

‘» 

.!2r ' -, ' 

Executed.-mfg~‘2'fi‘:may»a1 ' 

1. 
- 

:- 

'.f.

z

~ 

~ ~ 
. é>AI5.é_tceA-Mimi ‘_

‘ 

‘ 

-,‘ 'ChesIer_Tx:i\m1shigTms'tee 

~~ 
~~~ 

. . 
If 

. Ghesler Tfiownship Trustee ~ 
~~~ ~~~~

~ 

Axowsxx ~~~ 
- DATT}L0I * 

.Park District Commissioner 

“
7 ~~~ v 

. 1 . 

.- AN D..DiC.lLl-.O-
_ " Park Distfin! GommJsslon'er 

’ 

'Appe}mix'1s- ‘ 
- 

-V 
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-. .sY'1;A-1vs_ 
’ 

- of 

‘ BOARD OF COPNISSIONERS. 

'1 
_, 
_;‘_A1;.TIcm=.' I 

POWERS AND Zpuavoss 
'.5ec't'_i_qn 1.‘ 'P6w.eIts. This Board of Park ‘Commissip-n‘ers ‘of the bliestér _' 

"Township Par]; Disti-'i.ct shn_1l_1'poss§ss‘aV1.l éf ‘thejaoxvers :and s.h'a1l be 
sub'je'ct. tb all of the'<ma&p_mmz-b¢;.s_i«;»s=«=«sbn.£mmaman»:»ic by chapter 

- .'1‘*s‘4:s-"“:o‘='£"' ems. ' O=h'io- v1‘zev_is~er1=-’-code.. 

" The maepcxééagagi.~ ~ 
s.;»-ms’ the‘ Board" of Park~ 

CoI'n'mi"ssio'né‘1:‘s-' of the Che.st'e1:‘>Town.shj;p Park District '5-ha11"be as 

f<51lo_ws:.' 

_é_az§e'a{tion'
_ 

.t-he Oemmu-n.=:l2ty' at lafge-. ' 

c’t;';L"]3's. qn.,.:.. , 

.A~ -b. To dr'e‘v’e‘I'oiJ":ir‘é6iraeé-f»i<$rra;1I‘~:£ne:;i$ 

21.11 lénds "under its jurisdiction and"-control. ‘~ 
é‘s'~~'a5nd'- .:re-g,u=1:;'a-Lions 'pu r_s u'an't. '~ - 

’ c.' 'f‘o p;13pEmu»'1v 

-5 9 a3 the- ‘to Ohio Revi'se;‘I' Code Seg 
Boa;"d deems -advisiable :Eo'r‘the_pres~'e:-r'v'a1:i-o.n‘ of 
good order .wit_hj.n‘an2i' adjacent t6‘: p:a_r:k§ and 

’re.s'erva_t_iorl1s lcif tlafid, ‘a.nd~-foi‘ the .pr'cV:tecti.on
I 

‘ ahd pi;e§efvation‘of _t}~4_§”13agrJ_<s_,:_1_;::i_if}<‘w_L1‘_):'é and 
qt'h'er zyese-rvatiE‘>n,s -o'f Iiand under’-its.jurisdic-— 

- fcion. and confrdl, -and of fife-pe.rt'y a‘-nd matural 

~~
~ 

life‘ th.e'rein. Th‘:-2 .B<'J:;:rd sh§l'1‘~.a1so ..-:I’d.up.1:' 

..;:1tu1es-es1:;ab1is‘h'in1g 8 p1=?o'<:.'re"d‘urre_...rfo .L;on't'. 

fof ~prof'es.s=-ional," techn'i,c,a1,_ c,o1‘1su1ting' and’;
_ 

' 

AppendixI9_ - ~I 
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‘othei: sp'e'cia1.'servicesV; -The _rulé5 aha‘ "
- 

4 

fe§_u1étions -prov'i'de2i }ie.i*ein- shuallubé~ 
'pu’b1i"she_cI" a'§:9foa'iaed in-_'_:t'he‘ case -bf 
:cn:.d'i-nantes..zir;«i§zunxim:pa—1%eeé-p6ra4tto1rs*9j"*““”"”“”" 

'. béfor-e taking ':ffec':1:;

~ 

necessary 'a.nd p‘rac.t'i'ca1 c‘hahg-eé. in thé ' 

'_ 

-use of a1‘1'd4faciI.ities "on 'the.I1.a‘n.ds ‘sé as‘ ' 

tb'as,su're' that the 1-.ec41?'éa1:'i’enia.l .§1'e'eds'. of 
.'che'c'ommunity' ca’nt1‘n.ue' ‘tn’: be"met-as fu'lly 
"as ‘p4'>ss'ib-1e.,

.

~ 
w§3T1c1m~r;_=' ~ ~ ~ 

~~

~

~ 
If 1,’ ,MAer'nbersh-ig. "The of Park_Cemm s,si~o,ners for the

~ 
I. 

Cdun-ty ,Prp_hfi_ge.',Judge; 'p1grsuarit~ xo,tHe1provisions'of'ohio ReVi§e&4Codé sécuiafi 1545.05 553 the 
c$'un.~tyV_-_'Audi,tuiv'_gn-;i_'Ire.gs-ui-ar,. as 'ex—q£'fic:'rb'membets, .

~ 
s1i'é'nt' to ‘the provisions ‘of’ Ohio Revised Code .‘.3e¢,*4'c;ioz1"-J."€,41_-5".’-4.7.2.‘: ~ Term 65 of-fiice. ‘The origfn.a:l'three park. commiss"io~ 

C?)1z‘:"1~;t‘}'r'~,'I"'-z“obate Judge ‘shall .téke office~ - 'appoih1::éd'.b§' .the éealié‘ 

aid their re-§pe>‘c‘ti>ve 1;‘_e-rm's'shal1 éx'p.i;re"‘ané (1)., "two 
'.’.(V'2')"an{-1' 

.1:h-‘rfe'e-_(3,) Zyeazts.-'£1"c’>m Hiayuvof 
'J.ax1't1',=.1r'y‘,‘-1.5935,.

~ 
Appénuix 2'0 '

~



Tfierenaffel‘-, '_t_h-e éuccéssbis ‘£0 e'ac'h 'eJ4<p-irlihng [term--of Park‘ Conuhissioner 
‘A-. County Prob‘-ate _.LIu‘d-g‘e fora .tefm~ shall be‘ appointed by the dgafie 

I 

oi three (3) Vyeare, -sub.j»e‘c;t' toetakdii-1g "at.-1'0:-1t-h,.o.'E office and pt.l3an.i=d=:%ng 

."fb1r__1:_§_e__fait1ifu'1 performance -o "the .G..e.au 

'.of'1;he.'dx'zti'_ee"o,f' 1Efle'offi'ce in the -sum of 3-S,'0_D0.,_00.. 

' Sectiori-3; éervice withput compensatidn. -A11 P_ark.Comr'niss:'LVDne1ts 
' 

}=:a—1L1—se1Lv+5—x+i—eheu-t—e9fn19ensaei-en—,—‘ae1:-—s%ia—L1—be—a-' '1L1—4a»1§v‘ed»_—1;he—i-r—'ac—'t—AL-1-3-1. 

' 

and. riecessazty ‘expenses incurred 'i:1' t-he per:E‘drrfiance.of j:!‘1eir' duties; ‘r 

'Secti.‘on_, 
' 

Rvemevai end" ‘-vaiza-rial Any -‘P'er‘i<'-'>CVomm‘i-e 5;-é.rie7r, n}ay..b'e:--. 

"removed at {he di_séa:e.tion of fc_he"GéaI15,¢g, 3 County 1’rdi:ate Judge ~a-s 

6.
' 

Ih the case éfl ~ ~ 7 _:'p'm'v';i'd‘ed'in« Ohio ‘Revised Code section: is 
._removal or in the case of a vaciinczyfocéu-;ri“ing fax‘ any othei re-asojny 

" such a\'ra<;ei_z{¢y shall .be f'i.11.ed by_ the. -:Géa'1l1'r::'af-"ls."CdUn15y'.?I’Ob.ate'Judge _. . . 

~~ 
~ ~ b$"‘appo'i.n't;ne'Iit' £61‘ the unexpired -term.

~ 

‘Section 5'.V'.ReaEE‘oinf1IiezV1t'.: member of the -Board of Park 
I ICo’rf:m‘J. 3.1531525 'ma$z be :1-'eappoin=l:ed-I at the end -bf 'hi's' Vtexdm of service, 
:if" tlile-:lée'a_’1i'ga; ‘ Crqunty Probate Judge makes ‘s;uc.h. reappbintmant.

~ ’ 

. 

"ARTICLE. "I-'11‘ _' 

' 

«OFFICERS. 

S'ek:tie'n 'Dés3i:gnati'o'1i ‘of ‘officers. ‘The officers bf‘ '.th'e-' '-.(;hé"st.e3:"~
~ ...4.m¢mb.e.rs..o. £,_..t _1.a__e __1:1r2..a..r d:.9f .. . 

;- ..~ "-':'-l‘o'w'r1ship Perk.District 5-hall-«be el-ea-teed:-VI 

l5ar]§ C’oImmi.‘s.s;’Lone1-s -and sha_‘11.be ,as,Vfo11o»;Is: - 

_ ‘ _ _ 

- H 
a.. Chairman. The_‘€}dai:nhén.s‘he1‘1'p-reside‘at ail 

-m'ee.tin'g.s,,éh-‘aI_l sign ‘all docume-nis a-u:tho'rized 

.by the Board of Park Commiséibners; shall méiei ‘ 

.' 

' 

’/:\p;5endix'21-
_~ 
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~ 
~~~ 

- all Eommittée'ass'ivg1iments, 's:h'al:1'be' responsihlo
I 

for all rvepbrltisv 19;;-qft1.’ired By 1é_w',' and-’ga11erai1y 
pérfaitm an‘ dutlfes :'m'c'.1'de:“xt‘t:':. such officé.

' 

Ii . 
' C 1 é2'h/ S e‘.‘<:r_e:'.r:‘::5r:j :“‘"‘P3fi'Es:i(?}er7kf§ée~r§;—1=;aL1;)L}»s;ha-l:—1~—kee.p;_. Wm. 

. 

_an accurate: re‘cord‘of ‘a-ll‘ malelntingvs’-of the Board 
_ 

of. A1"'éAr‘1-(I "C:or'r>nn’iss-i:é'ne‘2='.<;v whether‘ rgghlar, {pee-i-a1 

or 'emergenoy'. HI-!.e"shill.1 2iv.e:"n'_l’-l_1'n'c:_1;i1.:e‘.¢L - '_
' 

":reqL'1ired by 1ka\v5ah:i' all notices.-T1-equiréd bi? 

the'By'La'w.'s. of th¢~‘é£$§ éi Township ‘Park. 
:Disfrlcf '-He ’éh”al1_*pér‘fo’rm '_'s'uc'h'-du:‘ties' may.

I 

be’ réqoired hy'1:he‘"Chiairma'n‘or oj‘ther'mémb'ers-' 
‘of the"Boiard o£I5’ar1'< Commi‘s;_'1‘on'e'r_é, 

‘ 

IAt.th‘e" 

expiration of‘-3>’1'i‘s term of office‘, 'he'- shall 
delilrar‘ 2:11 books,‘ papérs ':i'r.'p'1‘o;$ei*"cy-"-e£'.th'e~ 
Chests Townshifi Park 'Dis~tr‘<::t ‘to fhe Chairman, 
or his successor.

~ .Su4:h' other 'off§c{=,‘rs 'a's -inay"=h'e '-nece.ésary- for the 
"e-ffi.E:'ien't_ conduct of: ‘the a,c't'i.vities of the 

!1‘owrish;i‘p'15a':rI< D'ié.tr1“ot'.
~ 

The" e1‘~ecti»c}n."o£-o££ic'ers- shall be‘ - 

" 
4‘ 

I 

-_‘ai:"i:‘hé annual meeting of‘the criég.-55¢.’ Township Puark Distri-c-t. or 
‘hat; a :sp'e::i:a,1.meeting .<_:a-lled i:"or.t‘}_1}a_fq_1;21_x_;ip_"o:,j‘ 

4 

‘ __ 

Rérk Commissioners~ ‘y 'a _fi1a‘.j.brity vote‘ of’ the membejrs: of the Board -' 

'fo'r7-t¢ho.r1-’()‘rIiin'e,e-s"-to the respective? Ioff-ices.. ,.aa1iAi1ng ‘shall. continue I‘ 

_u-ritl-i1‘.'a.'maj'o.rity5votq is abiainiéd from ‘the members’ -for -é_ach~ offiicen» 

-Appendix 22 I - »'~ ~



~~

~ 
r_Sec*t-lion 3. ‘Errip1oy‘m‘ent ’of'o'1:h'er.;':ei~s'on_=;'-and. pufchase of goot1;s. ' The 
Eoarci of Park .Commissioners may ‘employ a. secretary ahd suchoother‘ 

'. émp1'o)'¢t-e‘s" a's' ere necessary in 'th,éI p'erform.anc"e of thepowerxs conferred ' 

on the Boa'rd_b}; '(Zhapte-r3~:l_§f1. o the Ohio Reviéexi ‘Code fer the‘ purpose 
6f'.a-cquirli-n-g-, 'p1>am1i'n,g,'deve1.oping, erotecting, maintaining and‘ 

-impi‘(_3ViI)g'>13I1dS‘ and £'aciliti,e:$ i;h'e1.‘;2of1'undeT Dhio _'R'-extised.-Code 
‘Section 1‘545._11 and for other 'tyi3e:s; o,£'ass?i§tai1ce ‘which 'it'fii1dé. 

neceésary. carrying-out'ifts duties, the Board of Park Cc}mmissiun~_ 
'_ers _-may hire and,contra'c‘t for .p::o'fe§sion'a1, 't'echnic'aL1,'Coxi.su1_‘tving

~ " and other special services and ma}5,pu'.r"<':hase goods. ' 

I '3' ‘men.-'r;ing 

on-as, ‘the Board .sha1'I"con1;Taict-.-as~_.51' .co‘nt'ract'ih»g éothority under 
‘IiiofX§e\iiseci.Code-_Section. 3.07..'—'8'6",t-£1_3(37‘.'9u inclusiiie, to the same -.~ 
'.:e>t.t"en1::.8Iid -with the "same 1imi.tatio§1s- iasfa Board of County Commission.-~ _»ers ' n pmcuring 'ser.v:1_ces., the. Board shail 4c,ontract4'in't-he manner ~~ 

~~ 
-a'I_ui c1'er- ;5'roceiip1‘5é's'.estab1is’h'ed b}; the-;By L-aws of the "Board as 

’ 

eoqilred 'ur_1<'ier40h'io -‘Revised vC'od'e' 'SeE’t'f6"1T'I’54i§IO!5'f' 

'_ Po1‘i'c_e'g'owers.‘ Th’e'Bea'r,ri of Park Cnmzhi's'siohers ‘maAy~ . fies’ guate ceffain ‘employees aé ;idlite‘vdf£icefs' t'o.-e:'<e'-raise police 

~~~~ ~~ 
'..4]l>,<'3'1v_e_1:~s: within and adjacent to the _1,ands un_d_e-r the jur;_i§d'iction and 

cq-n"t:‘1_"o>I ‘of éu'ch'*Boaréi; - Ifieforétexercising such power; such employees-~ _§hla'1_I‘["‘_ ejari oath .andI give a‘ bond-tolivthe state in euéh sumza-s‘. the 
’ 

_'Boerz1: Ivar-est:-rib.e5 for _the:;)_ro'p'er 'p’e1‘forn1'a.ric,e' of~fheir'- du’oi'.es' in -such ,~ ' vre'spé'c't. 

‘ 
:5\_I6r'I3'crLga"1v 

'~MEET1fNG§ '

‘

~ me'e1fing. 'The"'annua1 'mee.1:ii1g .o_-.E't'}ie ‘Ch .5. 
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~_'T-.08»/fish§p P.Va‘1-k‘ Distf':ic_t'sha'11 'be’ E_e1z1" at.‘-th-e>;fi21'x'e'§t'e3'1‘l .T5wns}i.i;i Town 

. 
"Hall -org’: the_'th1‘rd-‘Thu-irsday:.af-Jhnuamy-of eaéh y'e."a=r-'a‘1:. th_.e hour," 

désigfiéted in the virittén no€ic~e t]'1.ei~éf'o.';.~.

~ Serétiozi __Re'gu1_a>r"ynee>1£1:."ng_ "I‘ii'€7'regL'1'ia1:‘meétirf§Tt;%fh;:%1%3§;§£'§? 

Township Pa1'rk‘JJis5Lr'ic_t shall be Vh'.e'1‘Vc.1‘ :a't ‘1eai‘s"f .jonce"ea'cIi mifi1th.at ' 

4 t-he '..C~h:este_i:_TOwn_Sh.J_’.p"'T :1 Hal]; it". {he hoiir <_'1'§s'ig'nated‘ iri“the"notice 

_ 

egur1a—1—1h-eec:'a3¥g-1—ha-r14be—a-e;1r‘v—ea«e«1—

~ . to ffhe: Bart} of Park Commissioners by -re-gular mail’ byithe Secretary 

-;_p‘i" .th-e§Bs:ard of Park Commissioners at'.‘l—eiast‘ twenty-f-cur (243 hours 

fin 'advafnc~é of.‘ the r'egu1a'r mant-hl)'I"m‘e»et‘:i.n'g'. 
’ 

. I

I 

_"-Se.t‘..1:i-oz}'_~ 3 
~ 

~~~ _4Sp'ec'ial' Var e.m_e_rgem;y meeting, [A sj'pec4ia1 of .emei'géncy 
me/e't‘ing5 of the Board of Park Comm‘J'.s‘sione-rs. may-bé held at'.a-ny time 

‘ -upon cail ‘of th:e-‘C_ha'irm'an or a -mé1jo_r1‘ty of the membefs'.'o£ the Board~~~
~ 

Comm-is-5i6ners._ Wr'i_1:t'an notidelof ~sha1'1 be’~ ~~ a to the B’ma- of Pérk 'ca‘ma_:=‘s§ia;;a;a'"b‘y‘aczs§ura~r’um~1~—1sy-~—me--- 

' 

j'Sé‘cret:§r$'_:’r$ff,the Eoai»d..o"f'Pa1-k Commiééioners at ’1'_e-astf twe:n.ty~f-our‘ 
> 

(24) h<:$u1'~'s'.:‘m= ad_vaz'1ce- of the gpecial meeting‘. However, written. nétiie 

:re'qui'red for an ‘émefgency meueuting. 1
7~ 

I 

Q dimm. 
' "A mininium .of.tw'o (_2)"m'embe_rs co‘n‘5t‘it’u1E.e 'a' 'q-uoru'm

~
~ 

tra‘hsfiction 'of Bus.ine'§s' at any‘ meétiné 0-f t_he-'Bi)a‘rd' of'Par1<' 
.. . ~ ~ 

~~ 

omm i'9ners‘,."and a vote of tx-Ia (_2)_ members 1Lar'e-séznt at the m_ee‘ting_

~ "Email sfifficien.t for’co.'n'<‘1u<:,1;‘c7f~ E2’-”sTt‘é¥‘T8w“irs-H 1‘p*"1'>1i-rk~*D»i>s~cri:ct- - ~ ~ - ~ 4 

36usine§s.' 
‘ ‘ 

A" 
’ ‘

H 
V 

2 

£1, 1mio.‘g:or;£x"act of 1-:he'Bé>.2.Lr:Vi of Pam? Comm-issibnlefs 
:_ in]/o1v'in'g the 'exj)ev_nd:it:L-are ‘cf nione‘y_'.s',ha1~1 ‘become 

, C‘ounty_1\ud_'ité:r -'~ éffactive un_'til' ‘tin:
‘ ~~ Appendix 24 
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V-therefd ' 

~~ 
c'ert1‘.fies' thafWt'h‘<-zre are >f1ind-s"for"tho '~§" 

Board of. Pa1'"k‘Com‘mi«ésioneI5s -in 'th-e-iltustody '~ of the Esau‘. ‘-' County Treasurer and 6thér'-~ ’ 

wise unapprbprz_Eaa~§uffxt¢aaiFfiafianovta -~4«~~~~~—»w~«— 

The -Auditor shall‘ '1',é_s.uia a .warr.ant~ ~ .to t'}1-e..H’fr'é§:1»'su2'"er bfvdé 
_ 

’V»Count}‘r to‘
_ 

V 
di,sb_u1‘_S£_r.h£_f> u;1d'La.£_a:.heA,35a:uLeLpaa»-1<}~j—’ ~ 

' ' 

‘ 

Comm-i'ssi"oners upon’ or'de'r- of 'the' Board, 
evidenbéd ‘by the -‘certifiicaite of t':'hAe' "Se.<:'.re.-ta::'y 

"‘in suéh marxfier as.'t~he--Bureau? of‘. Inépéction arid~ 
1 Supervision. of 9.35.115 '6ff;c.e5- inréscribés.‘ The’ 

~’;'[Ihe ‘Board of Park. .‘C_'(>11_1rn:i."ss:'Lo-xaeijo-.-11-1‘z_—.\);.:‘,~ 
.¥ flgS either within bx uizhnur the ;Che 

.ac¢'ounts of the"-_13'oarc1 shal'1'i2l"s'o he kept in the 
manner ‘Eo ‘l§e_ prescrijberf By ‘the Blirea-u 4 

~~ ~ "<1~ 
-Township Psirk ‘Dis.'tric1: for the purposgs». and’ 

' in the manner prescribe& by Ohio Revise¢3caaé' 
' 

Séhtion i545 "The écquisifiufi of such land- ~~ 
xuiil I,jequir'e'a 'ma_:ior_J'.~ty vote of th‘e'Boa'r'd; The’ 

Board may -also actefit-donations} ofimoney. or other 
' 

property’, or may a'c't' as tru's'tees-of‘_1-and, money 
' or'ot.her Iproparty ahd iise and _a' 

‘ 

as stipulatléoj ~ ~ 33';m2ai;=::-‘z~ 
‘trust a'gree_me-mt, 5-ubject to approvlal of each‘

: ~~ donation or _tr-ust By the 'c;' Co_ux‘1-t’y.‘ .Pr:o1')ate " 
' Judgé b'e.fore :acc‘e'p,t-a_n-c’e by_the.i‘B'o“a'r‘_d df.}’«:-irk‘ - 

Commissionqts’. 
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~

~ 

c‘t.i'_on 
‘ 

Public nbtlce o‘f mee't'i}1gs. 

.oi»In;shiSpV_Pa-l5'!< ‘D_i-'stric.,: shall ‘conform to the ‘uni;
. 

' he "'S1ln§hif:'e Law") as follows":- 

,8. 

‘ 

"fer wlrixj:
‘ 

‘liulleltinn bpa:rj§,i_ 

The Beard of l7a'r'k Cdmmissiqxiefs -ma.y ‘sell 
and dispose of land it has'.sicc.g:u1f£'ed:'-and v’ I 

Whit-h is not fiece-ss_a1'y fef the 1$Ll;rpo'se=e

~ i-t5--weir}--afe%q-iri-retlila-i%tti‘r=$h43~5rI9I??*ér\I~ei~l~-~3—---~~~--4v—— 
of the:.Geé1iiq‘Ei"":Couh'ty Probat’-e -Ceufrt ‘as_

. 

paéiiiiidea ii; Ohio‘ Revised Code se'ct:m_'n-._154s.12.. 

The. Bo'ai‘d5'may- als:o.1;ea‘se ’or _15.e;;’mj_‘¢. 1-hp use md 
.an)'z‘q.f its lands for purposes not_in"co‘n-sistent 
with t'h,e‘15urp'o_s'e’s ‘fer-~A\vhir’;'h ‘euch '1'%1n'ds- were‘ ‘ 

.'z31'cq_11i'red, and upon such terms as .’éhe'Boa1'*d_- 

deems ad_visa.b1'-e.~ - 

Any _Qc’o'm:'ra'i:r -for -the.‘pLi1:rch:a's-el of 'hg_‘n-ads, 

employment of ‘personnel and for seifvfices’
I 

"shall 4req1}i'1;e,'a-majoiri-ty vofe '.6.1~"“theA.B'o."a-;'~d.
I 

~ ~ ~ A51 Gaéeilng "(3‘;Z."'i:‘h(-:"";(§HE's"i:'{'a1r':"‘ ' 

B.‘ .'réquii~ements~ 
a_'411"h'ed:'b}r'0hio Revised Code Séefion-E-_12I"§.'Z-2' (‘H150 .kn0WT1‘35. 

-A schedule of‘the' regulair meefingslof the 
llaard, i:1.t:1t;\'4_iJ;.ng' i'n'£o1‘mat_‘..io:n:'as' to-the. 

:. timeaird -place, s,ha1“1 ,be.po'-steldgan’ a 

~~ area access 
' to the public a1:'.the "¢}3e‘s{—_ I-Township * 

' ' 

'1‘o\.y-'-.' Hall, In‘ the event of ,a' c":-a.nce1>eti.o'n. or- 

change of a r.egu1.ai"'1y.:5th'edul'e_d"meetin'g' d"ate.'," ' 

the Boerd will ma1ke- every" reasonable effort, 

ll;-Jpen-dix is
’ 

1

. 
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~ 

~ ~

~

~

~ ~ 
incliiding the 1159'-‘of .né\«spa11e_r "r1i':t'ice',' 

4 

to notify 'a_11"‘1'-nt.'er:es$‘.ed -;iartie's5 ef such 
change. - The newswnedia and persens ‘~ 'ec‘é nc_n:ifica't‘i-on by.-the"

I 

requ-eéting . 

1.arocedure.established by these rules_,.‘ 

shall,...be.. notified individulally of-such, 
change as Eooh as po~s-$.ible.- 

I ' 

Wb,_en 'a_speei5a17inea't'ing' of: th-e‘.B'oé~rd ‘has
, 

be'e11'schedu1éd; noriée of 'S1J'C:h"s‘p'e-ci.a'l'_'
_ 

' 

inee.ting,_in'clud'ing the infarma-tvicm a's te: 
the time, place and rpurpose (if the meeting, 
521311 ‘be pasted on t1ié'pub'_1ie .bu11'et'in.~' 

-E0-a.rd.,1"'n the ’~<:_m;'s‘,i-..é;'-; "1;ow1=-1s}'1.1':p‘ rm .Ha11: 
‘ 

1. Netice o.£-flsucli 'mé;=§t£n‘g 511111 be 'm.a-i1"e'd ‘:6. 2411 5- 

~~ persons requesti‘ g'§uth 'no’tific'atio'n 
vid'edC’.l5y> évpecial n1ee 
sham" be held unless .at least ;»banty~£oLu‘ (_2.4') 

.houf.s advance n_o..t-ic.e Has -15'-ee-'11- gi\}e.n ‘to the- 
n'e.w'smedi'.a’ their liave :re’_ques1';e'd-‘n‘otificéxtibri,'

1 

except in‘ lfhie "event qf -a-n~ émerg'ency'.requiri.n-g’ 
'- 

imineaem-te_ 'o££1_c'ia'1_f'a’c¢1~on._ In we event of -

~ 
C. A.ny-‘p.erso‘n may :reques'.1:'rea'sona-blé a€.l1Ianc-e- 

>_ 

_ce1l1'ing such “a. :m'e.qt;':;:;.vg.,_;s_r1a_JL"1.-.-1.11 

an ‘emergency I11ee1:'.ing_,f the memb'er'~or rhembe-rs 

r1e‘di:':£E_l;x....-.... ~ 
Jletify _t.he newsmed'i:a. that Jjave reL']11este.d- 

«netificafion «if the ‘time, .p_’L'ac-e a-nd-'pur1§os-e r 

of the mee'ting.~ r 
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. n.otif'i::atio.n" 'a'f’-a.'1i- mVee_tir.1g~s ‘0f~:t11é_I§‘oard_ 

including ma‘i1img of me *n.gen&a' 'n£ are‘: 

-. meeti-ng, if’ réqu_é's‘ted'.< For this p'u:r.poée" 
' such ip $2‘50:1--~shé-l;1~—pt=av—i<1»é«—tI=ré—Bc}aJxd;uitih.a;;:_*.;L~_..;....;_ 
selfwaddfressed an-d‘,'sta‘mped‘émrel-ope. _In ' 

4 

ihé 'd'{ei's'éa"'df‘v.€.~s-pécial Dr émerg'enc');~IneAei:iVn.‘g, - 

the Boérd-.wiAl1-Intake ‘a ,;Ee'aso.nab:1e"'e’ffo1‘t- ,to." 

notify 'such' p:e1"so‘n.s‘.by'telephc3ne- if." 51 mailed
_ 

.flofice wiI_1 n-01:’ be"ti1'n‘e1y.‘ U
- 

'4 d.‘ Any persDn‘o~r'm§msme&i$ flesir-in4g:x‘.1Vc:tifi.c.at}'con' 

.:’m aqcordance mitt; ‘these ru1_es éhé111'noti'fy
I 

‘ 

‘the -Board: in writing. 

Jen. 
‘ 

The m;fnute's ,¢£_t;lma re..gul‘a1'~,."spe.mié1:_oVr-l.'. 

“'eme.rg=’ency-meeting":‘-éf the 1§o'arJ_'s;_}1ai1 b-el~ - prmmptly «aré-eerélédwaaad--opéxi-—r.{3—:£»he;y;ub.ZLi<:. 
. for ins'p.ection,. 

_‘:A'RTi'cL'E'3}_ ' 

,~ 

.ec:m;;-*1; :.IJ'.§é:sigm_aft‘i.oh'c;'1f c’qmzni£'.te_‘e-'megnb.:u_s{. ."f‘hev ‘chairman r‘J'f.~t:he 

l§a:érrd'-bf..'Pérk Commissi-one-is shall‘-He’ 1:_espon5ib1'e‘-f;)r the '.appointme1{t 
~'df'.s~j;1n;iim§ comm-it~tee members, and for ‘the c_r‘ea.’r;.'i'o‘n' of s'p'e<;i'a1 ' 

.m7aTn1sé‘i~§:-~'-----*~—4-~-- 'o'nin'u‘-zte‘e's .an':1_‘tIie appointment" as 

- Sf;indin‘g' c6mmi'i:t'e'es._ .'I‘}i'e Bdard'.o_f Paifik Cqmmi-ssioners 
. ._ac':t' a§ "a ‘committee of the whoie for all’ st'andirtg‘_ committees.

~
~ 

' .Ss'e'ct' Sn 2.: 

’Appe-nd\x'Z8‘ '.
' 

.11"~ 
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A1m'c.L1~:;v«1._ 

4 

' 

RZECORDS 
— iictién 1. Zcustodian-of record-s.. The-.C1er1</Se'cr.etair'y‘of the 

~~ 

’ 

‘Chester. 'I'ownShip”'Pa:rk-'D‘i*s‘trfCft"sha"l'1‘“b'e‘“t}i'efx:‘|Is‘ro;d‘i‘§a‘h;'o-P‘zii"1';oi‘*~'*-4-— " 

‘t}}'e~;-gcgrdg bf the ‘Board of Perl éommiésibnere:.e$(-cepting Beard
V 

‘recvzomiig which-may prop'e1*14y'-be thle" Cu'st'ody o.£'the_,f'iSca1 officer 
".4 of the Board of P'ar'k' Comm‘i.ss.1'Q'n_'e'rsH ‘ 

.h::._Bna'x.d—o—LR‘:a-1Lk—.Gemn+iJss—i~e-ne—:=s% 

'51_;‘a11jcompi1e_-~and, -publish reports 'ani1 ihforrrfation re.1at2'mg' to the 
. -Perk Dist;:'gt§t'and other p.r,o.c'eed,ing-5' and fun'ct.=i_on.-slof-‘the Board; 

I 

and sh;-iii ‘keep aneccurate and'pe_rfv1ahént_ publi_c:- red<_m:1 of -all of

~ 
_’it$ ’p.xq‘ceed»ifige ._

I ~~ 
..S(3.Cfi:0l1’ R‘eco1j'ds"ava'i1'a_'b1‘e‘to ‘puhjln. 

' - 

'_reque_,-st to__-the. Secretary or’ ‘f:;(sV:;al. bffiter. hay ex'am1in’e- {ehe -Té-.c0i‘d‘s‘ ~~~ ' 

mfade‘ at. 1-eas._’cV~ .‘t:h-e"11oenéd;"o'f Perk '.Cotnmiss:to'ners' if $iich re 

-4;;-;;¢;“c_u ;r:“:'_-~ 
~~ ~ _. “fiF.'PE)\L 'ANii AMEN-1)l‘VIEN

‘ 

j,'on":t",' .'i‘hes'e. By Laws may be. repealed cur.‘am_e"n'ded_»'byVa'1naj;.oti1:)} 

_ 
vote‘ ‘of the -Beard‘ of'1?-ark Co!flrrtiss‘i:o}1e'1;s- ‘at a r'n=ee‘t-ifré c'al1ed for 

~~ ~ ~ 

' 

A-p;;er'1a:x 29
' 
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December 16, 2010 
Attendees: 
Roy Podojil 
Terry Ries

_ 

Melissa Palmer, recording 
Special Meeting 

of the - 

Russell Township Park Commission 

Call to tiger: 
The regular December meeting of the Park Commission was cancelled due to inclement weather. Aspeclai 
meeting was sunshined and held on Thursday morning, December 16, 2010. The meeting was called to order at 
11:02 a.m. 

Minutes: 
- Melissa Palmer read the minutes from the November 8th meeting. Motion: Terry Ries made a motion to approve 

the minutes of the November 8, 2010 minutes as presented. Roy Podojil seconded the motion and it passed. The 
minutes were accepted and signed. 

org Business:
_ o Future land acquisition: Mr. Podojil is taking the title papemork, the September minutes authorizing the 

purchase, and a check to Lawyer's Title Agency of Chardon. it is expected that the purchase of the Alford property 
on Sperry Road will be complete before the end of 2010. MOTION: Mr. Ries made the motion to authorize 
spending up to $1,000.00 to cover the property tax expenses for the remainder of 2010 on the new Sperry Road 
property. Mr. Podojil seconded the motion and it passed. 
Russell Uplands Preserve : Mr. Chip Hess, of Hess Engineering, submitted a letter to the Park Commissioners 
indicating that he approvedthe payment of the invoice from Ohio Paving and Construction for the RUP driveway 
paving project. The commissioners indicated that the fencing looked nice and the lower gate is installed. 
Thank You to Mr. Al Zack: Mr. Allen Zack donated his time and labor to construct 2 wooden benches for 
installation at the Russell Uplands Preserve. The Commissioners appreciate his generosity and talents. A check 
was issued to Mr. Zack for materials for the benches. 
Snowplowing: Mr. Ries will look into having the RUP driveway snovwiowed during the winter. The biggest need 
is to clear the snow from the plows at Russell Road. Previously, an estimate was received for $100.00 per push. 
That estimate was deemed too expensive. MOTION: Mr. Podojil made the motion to authorize $500.00 for snow 
plowing at the Russell Uplands Preserve. Mr. Ries seconded the motion and it passed. 
ATV activity: A Geauga Park District Ranger will coordinate with Chief Carroll to walk the RUP looking for ATV 
transgressors. 

New Business: 
Reappolntment of Roy Podojil: MOTlON: Mr. Terry Ries made the motion to reappoint Mr. Roy Podojil to the 
RusseliTownship Park Commission. Mr. Podojil seconded the motion and it passed. Mr. Podojllwlli appear 
before Judge Henry for his oificial appointment. Thank you to Mr. Podojil for agreeing to serve on the Park 
Commission again. 

- Public Officials Bond: The Public OffciaI's bond for Mr. Podojil will be renewed for a three year tenn with 
$25,000 coverage. The premium is $250. 

- 2011 Meeting schedule: MOTl0N: Mr. Roy Podojil made the motion the approve the 2011 meeting schedule as 
presented. Mr. Ries seconded the motion and it passed. The Park Commission will continue to meet on the 
second Monday of each month In the West Woods Nature Center. Special meetings will be held as necessary and 
will be properly sunshlned. 
Public Officials Liability renewal form: The renewal tom: was filled out, signed, and returned to Mr Sutton, of 
Sutton insurance /mency. Mr. Sutton will be in touch with the policy after the holidays. 

nenemher ’)0l(l minutes ndt 
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Monthl F" I I

v
o 

2011 Purchase Orders: Temporary Purchase Orders for the beginning of 2011 were discussed. it was agreed 
that the Purchase Orders would remain much the same as previous years. Purchase orders for Blades Inc will be 
created so as to make the job scheduling and bill paying simpler. ' 

P0 2011-1 Secretarial Services $2,600 
PO 2011-2 Office Supplies $250 
PO 2011-3 Mileage Reimbursement $200 
PO 2011-4 Legal Ad's $1,000 
PO 2011-5 Fees, Geauga CountyAuditor $4,000 
PO 2011-6 Fees, State Audit ‘ $5,000 
PO 2011-7 Public Ofiiciai Bonds $850 
P0 2011-8 Liability insurance $1.800 
PO 2011-9 Professional Engineering Services $3,000 . 

P0 2011-10 Park improvements 8. trailwork $5,000 
PO 2011-11 Hardware supplies & light equipment $500 
PO 2011-12 RUP entrance improvements $10,000 
P0 2011-13 Park 8. Hall Field maintenance & mow $5,000 
PO 2011-14 Snowplow service $500 
P0 2011-15 Property tax expenses for Sperry Rd $1,000 

MOTION: Mr. Ries made the motion to approve Purchase Orders for 2011 as presented. Mr. Podojii seconded the 
motion and it passed. 
2011 Temporary Appropriations: A resolution is required to provide for the current expenses and the other 
expenditures of the Park Commission during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2011. MOTION: Mr. Ries made 
the motion to accept the Resolution for 2011 Temporary Appropriations. Mr. Podolll seconded the motion and it 
passed. 

e on 8. Si in s: 
Mr. Ries signed the bank statements. 
Warrant & Ck 888 in the amount of $200.00 to Melissa Palmer for October Secretarial (from PO#12 ) 

Warrant 8- Ck 889 in the amount of $34.95 to Excel Printing for the RUP project info sign (from Bianket#2) 
Warrant & Ck 890 in the amount of $9,975.82 to Lawyers 1'itle Agency of Chardon for land acquisition closing 
(from PO#27) 
Warrant 8. Ck 891 in the amount of $250.00 to Sutton Insurance for the Podolil Public 0ffcial's bond (from P0137) 
Warrant & OK 892 in the amount of $59,888.48 to Ohio Paving 8. Construction for the RUP driveway paving project 
(from P0#24) 
Purchase Order 2010-30 for $500.00 to Custom Cut Landscape LLC for snowpiow services (P30) 
Purchase Order 2010-31 for $1,000 to Geauga County for property tax expenses for Speny Rd (P10) 

Ad ournment' 

Respectfully submitted by: Approved by: 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am. 

3/ 
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January 10, 2011 
Allnnrlps-s‘ 
Rov Podoiii 
Sandy Siegler 

Melissa Palmer. recording 
Regular Meeting 

of tho - 

Ruesall Township Park commission 

call to Orgerz 
. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm 
Or aniza i Du - 

- The Russell Township Park Commission secretary called for nominations for Chainnah for the year 2011. Mr. 
Slegler nominated Mr. Podojil for Chalnnan of the Russell Township Park Commission. Mr. Podoiii seconded the 
nomination and it passed.

g 

- Mr. Podoiii nominated Mr. Siegier for Vice-Chainnan of the Russell Township Park Commission for the year 2011. 
Mr. Siegler seconded the nomination and it passed. 

a Mr. Siegler nominated Mr. Ries for Fiscal Officer of the Russell Township Park Commission for the year 2011. Mr. 
Podoiii seconded the nomination and it passed. 

Minute; 
- The reading of the minutes from the special meeting held on December 16, 2010 was waived as Mr. Rles is 

absent. 

Old Business: 
- snowpiowing: Mr. Podoiii noted that the RUP had been plowed a couple of times. He is slightly concerned that 

the snow was pushed in front of the emergency gate. Mr. Siegler asked if the snow was going to plowed every 
time it accumulated to two inches. He indicated that he does not want it plowed that often. 

a RUP sign at entrance design: Mr. Siegler would like a visible wooden sign similar to the Affeider's sign on Route 
306 or like the other Geauga Park District signs. They are not gaudy or ostentatious. He is also interested In 
placing stone pillars near the entrance gate of the RUP. Mr. Podojii is interested in adding some split rail fencing to 
the entrance way. The BZAwiiI have to be consulted for sign size. 

o Sperry Road property: The 4.89 acre Sperry Road property, formerly the Alford property, was added to the RTPC 
portfolio. The title transferred on December 17, 2010. 

o Levy Committee: Discussion was held concerning potential members of the levy committee. The exact wording 
is needed for the resolution and renewal levy. 

a 2011 Purchase Orders: MOTION: Mr. siegier made the motion to approve the 2011 Purchase Orders as written 
below. Mr. Podoiii seconded the motion and it passed. 

P0 2011-1 Secretarial Services $2,500 
PO 2011-2 Office Supplies $250 
P0 2011-3 Mileage Reimbursement $200 
PO 20114 Legal Ad's $1,000 
PO 2011-5 Fees, Geauga County Auditor $4,000 
PO 2011-6 Fees, State Audit $6,000 
PO 2011-7 Public Official Bonds $850 
PO 2011-8 Liability insurance $1,800 
PO 20114) Professional Engineering Services $3,000 
PO 2011-10 Park improvements & trallwork $5,000 
PO 2011-11 Hardware supplies 8. equipment $500 

immarv 70! I minute‘: nrii 
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PO 2011-12 RUP entrance improvements $10,000 
PO 2011-13 Park & Hall Field maintenance & mow $5,001’) 
PO 2011-14 Snowplow service $500 
P0 2011-15 Property tax expenses for Sperry Rd $1,000 

MOTION: Mi: Ries made the motion to approve Purchase Orders for 2011 as presented. Mr. Podcjil seconded the 
motion and it passed. 

Monthly Financial Report 8. stgglngs: 
. The bank statements will be presented when Mr. Ries is able to review them. 
. Warrant & Ck 893 in the amount of $2,376.75 to Hess Engineering for professional engineering services (from 

PO#2010-24) (signed 8. mailed on December 23, 2010) 
- Warrant &-Ck.894 in the amount of $200.00 to Melissa Palmer for January Secretarial (from Porn) 
a warrant & CR 895 in the amount of $500.00 to Sutton insurance for the General Liability insurance (from P0118) 
o Warrant 8: Ck 896 in the amount of $1,025.00.00 to Sutton insurance for Public Officials Llabilltylnsurance (from 

F0138)
V 

Adieuznueemi 
- The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by: Approved by: 

7 Vzmunrv 90! I nlinntmz mil 
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Russell Township Park Commission 
P.0. Box 522 
Noveliy, OH 44072 

Reoelved ur: Geauga County Auditor 

For: Public Lib Fund 

Account Type Descriplion 

....BS_a—.° 

' 

"*"" Public Lib Fund 
Consewalian 

STANDARD RECEIPT 

Receipt Number: 1 - 2013 
Date: 1/15/2013 

Amuunlz 3373,29 
Fees: 
Ne! Receipt $373.29 

I own 

Charge 
Type P.O. Number Arnounl 

$373.29 
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~ ’cHE1ci<No. 883052’ 
Ylifiz-itixfiflii-1‘r1‘1iX¥ (£J‘m§lfii:'f=?Z§I’=3,<1avIe1i<4I»:(-33b 5 (szaazasma qnxsrrazm-3: RQQIZEIWX9 153%!-‘ItIifx~76aI=:f.”< ~H?53"2n’-i‘cTlH:IiI'ZEli1‘r?§ 

373.29 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 373.29 
nescnwnou NET AMOUNT 

01/14/2013 2013-00000257 Public Library Funds-Russell Twp Park 373.29 
slaluiory distributions-public library iunds-russell twp park 1 Each 373.29 
GIL Account: 90134399-00-998 - rotary expanse 373.29

~ afi 

him 

Total: $373.29 
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2,013 PUBLLC LJBRARY FUflD 
Payin Code -9013 -M,~ 

Payin Amount $249,527.64 x .44“/o 1 097.92 allocated to Parks 
248,429.72 

Date: 1/9/2013 
Distribution is directly from Public Library Fumi. M13-999-000-995 

Ven dor # % Alluca ted Amount 
Geauga library 1698 85.81614EB% 213,192.82 

Burton Llbrary 552 144838512”/a 35,236.90 

Thampson Park 4543 32.00% 351.34 

Russell Park 4020 34.00% 373.29 

Chester Park 763 34.00% 373.29 

TOTAL 
. 

‘ 
249,527.64 

_i 

Prepared by Bev Sustar 
Deputyiludltor 

' 

File: PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND.xIsx 
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Warrant # 989 Purchase Order 8 

TO: Sutton Insurance 

Descr i ount 
eneraiLiabi|i Insurance 

I hereby certify that Ihe money required for the payment of the above obligation in the sum at 
time of making or such contract or order, and at the lime oi the execution of such certificate, was lawfully 
appropriated tor such purpose and was in the treasury or in Ihe process oi colleclion lo the credit or an 
appropriate rund tree trom any previous encumbrances. (Rev.Code. Sec. 5705.41) 

5500.00 at Inc 

Date: 14-Jan»13 
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INVOICE 
Agency: 
E. H. SUTTON INSURANCE AGENCY. INC. 330-562-5145 , 
P.O. BOX 271 330562-5146 
AURORA, OH 44202 suuon|ns@wIndslream.neI

~ 

~~

~ 
TT'EA§ea'5oi5T 

Insured: 
T’ '” T’ 

RUSSELL TOWNSHIP PARK COMMISSION ”wEs?F.ET_fiNs CBI 
POBOX522 

" —' —”—'| 
,E7<pi?anonb_aIe'. H1914‘ 

”
I 

NOVELTY OH 44072 - — — ——» » — — 

Policy Description I Endorsements and Paymenls 

Paymenl
T 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
o.oo

I 

0.00
i 0.00 

0.00 ‘, 

0.00
I 

Ix/1‘arIg7ag;e: 

— 7 —>” 7—> — 7 —» » V >7 T 7 WV 4 

BT1lance:l> )S5T)OE»‘! 

Comments 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO SUTTON INSURANCE. 

' "
§ 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS. , 

L,_,,, 2.,‘ _,,, ,- __,, ,, E , ,,_ _' 

cut below on dotted line and return Insured Copy 

Insured: _ ’_—V_ E0_II()‘}’LI\I>fl1—D§r7_:__->7»? 7‘?ol\ Perioii’ SW7“
I 

_V_"7 IRA 3f3§5015> >0fl9/j3> : 701/19/147 it 

RUSSELL TOWNSHIP PARK COMMISSION 
PO BOX 522 Account: 

NOVELTY OH 44072 
"“’°I°ei 1237 

Date: 12/27/12 

Agency: _ 

E. H. SUTTON INSURANCE AGENCY. INC. 
B‘""a"°°' $5°°'°° 

P.O. BOX 271 
AURORA, OH 44202 

35 

Indicate Amount Paid 
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EXHIBIT F 

Appe ndlx 46 

296



I{BSOLU'l‘ION NO.: 2013-010 LAKE METROPARKS 
INTRODUCEDBY: Mr. Eckart CONCORD, OHIO 

A Resolution of the Board of Park Commissioners of Lake Melroparks to approve 
the Board of Park Commissioners Perforntance Metrics, as attached. 

Seconded by: Mr. Polivka 

Ayes: 2 
Nays: 1 

Passed: bY '“35°ritY 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
LAKE METROPARKS 

ATFIEST: 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy ofa resolution adopted by the 
Board ofPark Commissioners ofI.ake Mctroparks ofthe State of0hio on the 18"’ day of 
September 2013‘ 
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BY RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LAKE METROPARKS IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED THE FOLLOWING PERFORMANCE METRICS ARE FOR EMPLOYEES, VOLUNTEERS, ASSOCIATES AND BOARD MEMBERS. 
T ‘ MISSION OI? LAK< METROPARKS 

To conserve and preserve the natural resources of Lake County while providing a variety of safe, 
affordable and enjoyable educational and recreational programs and activities that enhance the 
quality of life in Lake County now and for the generations to follow. 

gmogr; RATION 
The Lake Metroparks will provide a leadership role in cooperation with other public and private 
agencies and private landowners to preserve significant natural, historic, and cultural areas to 
enhance the quality of life within the Northeast Ohio region. 

0PEL{_z§TIONS 

Lake Metroparks will operate the Parks in a manner that enhances the public enjoyment, 
awareness, and understanding of natural, historic, and cultural areas, while faithfully preserving 
and protecting for posterity the parks in as natural a state as possible. 

GOVERNING STYLE 
The Board will approach its task with a style which emphasizes strategic leadership more than 
administrative detail; clear distinction of Board and staffroles; an eye toward the future rather 
than the past or present; and be proactive rather than reactive. In this spirit, the Board will: 

1. Involve itself primarily with the intended long-tenn goals of the organization, 
rather than with the adrninistrative or programmatic means of attaining those 
goals. 

2. Direct, control, and inspire the organization tluough careful deliberation and 
establishment of policies. 

3. Enforce upon itself appropriate direction as needed to govern with excellence. 
Discipline will apply to attendance, policy making principles, respect for clarified 
r'oles, speaking with one voice, and self-policing of tendencies to stray from 
rigorous governance. 
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Ensure that no Commissioner shall participate in the consideration of, or the 
voting on, any contract with the Board, or on arty project for which the Board may 
approve funding, in which a Commissioner, a member of his or her immediate 
family, or any of his or her business associates has a financial interest. No 
Commissioner shall be permitted to realize any personal financial benefit, directly 
or indirectly, from any project funds approved by the Board or from arty contract 
with the Board except that this prohibition shall not apply to contracts providing 
for goods or services unobtainable elsewhere for the same or lower cost, and 
where the transaction is conducted at arm's length with full disclosure of the 
interest or benefit to the Board, and where the Commissioner having such interest 
does not participate in the deliberations or decisions of the Board. 

A Commissioner shall disclose to the Board any membersltip or affiliation he or 
she may have with any agency, organization, or other entity \vhich submits to the Board any 
project for funding or which proposes to contract with the Board for provision of goods or 
services.

. 
The provisions of this Section shall apply to projects, grants, and contracts when 

the Board is a party regardless of whether the funds in question are public funds or funds 
received by the Board from private sources. 

5. 

10. 

11. 

Be accountable to the general public for competent, conscientious, and effective 
accomplishment of its obligations as a body. 

Monitor and regularly discuss the Board’s own processes and performance. 
Ensure the continuity of Board actions through some systematic treatment of its 
own institutional memory. 

Be an initiator of policy, not merely a reactor to staff initiatives. The Board, not 
the staff, will be responsible for Board performance. 

Periodically review the l3oard’s policy on which Board members communicate 
directly with the public and/or media. 

While recognizing that vigorous debate is healthy to the governing process the 
Board shall be conscientious in presenting a unified vision to all community 
stakeholders. 

Aggressively seek, identify, and employ as our own appropriate Best Practices 
found in similar Parks systems that will distinguish Lake Metroparks as one of the 
nation’s best. 

Be respectful to maintain the confidential nature of all Board deliberations in 
Executive Session. 
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12. Acknowledge the importance of the delegation of the Board‘s authority to the 
Executive Director. To accomplish this and to promote accountability and 
teamwork, individual Board members shall refrain front direct contact concerning 
matters of a management or executive nature with subordinate staff and sltall 
direct their connnunications through the Executive Director unless otherwise 
agreed to. 

DOARD JOE COVTRIBUTION 
The “job contril)ution" oftlte organization as a whole is to achieve its mission in ethical and 
prudent ways. Thejob of the Board is to make certain contribtttions which lead the organization 
toward achieving its goals. The Board's own contributions are unique to its ttusteeship role and 
necessary for proper govemance and management. Consequently, the "products” orjob 
contributions of the Board shall be: 

I. Functioning as the link between the organization and the public. 

2. Write governing policies which, at the highest levels, address: 

A. “Results and Priorities” or organizational products, impacts, benefits, and 
outcomes. 

B. Caretirlly defining staff authority. 

C. Insuring appropriate governance artd oversight without tneddlesonte 
intervention in operational activity. 

D. Board-staff relationship. 

3. The assurance of staff performance and proper evaluation of same. 

4. Protection of all stakeholder especially taxpayer interests. 

5‘ The naming of parks, areas, and facilities. 

6. Financial support of the Park District in its various fund raising activities. 

DELEGATION TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
The Board job is generally confined to establishing topmost policies, leaving daily 
intplententation to the Executive Director. The Board shall establish such broad policies and guidance as is necessary to direct the Executive Director to achieve certain results. Tire Executive Director shall act witltitt acceptable boundaries of ptudertce and ethics. All Board 
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authority delegated to staff is delegated through the Executive Director, so that clear lines of 
accountability and predictability of management cart be maintained. 

1. The Executive Director is authorized to establish all administrative policies, make 
all decisions, take all actions, and develop all activities consistent with Board 
policy. This does not prevent the Board from obtaining information about ' 

activities in the delegated areas. 

2. No individual Board member, officer, or cormrrittee has authority over the 
Executive Director or the staff. No individual Board Member may direct or 
instrnct individual staff members unless otherwise discussed with the Executive 
Director. Information and non-management matters, of course, may be discussed 
or requested by sttclr parties, bit! if the Executive Director determines that such a 
request involves an administrative, management, or policy decision it shall be 
referred to the Board as a whole for disposition as the Board may deem 
appropriate. 

3. Acting within the blanket authority granted in Section #l above. the Executive 
Director may not perform, allow, or cause to be performed arty act which is 
unlawful or insufficient to meet commonly accepted business and professional 
ethics or the “prudent person" test, in violation of funding source requirements or 
regulatory bodies, or contrary to explicit Board policy. 

4, Should the Executive Director violate at Board policy or have knowledge of srrch a 
violation, she or he shall inform the Board as soon as practicable. informing the 
Board is simply to guarantee that no violation may intentionally be kept from the 
Board and does not exempt the Executive Director from subsequent Board action. 

5. The Executive Director is the only employee hired, disciplined, or fired by the 
Board. The Executive Director is the only errrployee to whom the Board issues 
direct instructions and upon whom the Board makes a performance evaluation. 

)’IONITORlN(‘y I)! RECTQ QR PERFOI{MAfl§;[l‘, 
Monitoring lixecutive Director performance is synonymous with monitoring organizational 
performarrce. Monitoring will be as routine as possible. 

l . The purpose of monitoring is simply to determine the degree to which Board 
policies are being fulfilled by all employees of the District. 

2. A given policy may be monitored in one of three ways: 
A. Executive report: Disclosure to the Board of compliance information from 

the Executive Director. 
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B. External report: Discovery of compliance information by a disinterested, 
external auditor, inspector, or judge who is selected by and reports directly 
to the Board. Comparison of actual performance as contrasted with the 
pursuit of previously identified Best Practices is one example of seeking 
the highest standards and performances for the System. 

C. Discovery of compliance information by the Board as a whole. This is a 
direct inspection of organizational documents, activities, or circumstances, 
which allows a “prudent person” test of policy compliance. 

3. The Board may monitor compliance of any policy at any time by any of the above 
methods. Routine monitoring, however‘, will occur as follows: 

Staff Treatment 
Budgeting 
Financial Condition 
Communication & Counsel 
Emergency Executive Succession 
Asset Protection 
Compensation and Benefits 
Public Communications 
Board Relationship with Volunteer Groups 
Safety 

~“‘”‘F.0f”F’_C7.0E3°.> 

STAFF EXPECTATIONS 
With respect to treatment of paid and volunteer staff, the Executive Director may not cause or 
allow conditions which are illegal, inluunane. unfair, or uudignifred. Accordingly, the Executive 
Director may not: 

1. Discrirrrirrate among employees on any basis; 

2. Fail to establish an affn'mati\'e action program; 

3. Subject staff to unsafe or unhealthy conditions; 

4. Witlrlrold from staff a grievance procedure able to be used without bias. 

Every staff must be assured that should they know, discover, or have reason to believe, 
that there exists egregious activities of their superiors or others in position of authority 
within the Parks System that they may speak directly with the Board of Cormnissiorrers 
or the Conrrnissioners’ Legal Counsel. 
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~ BUDGET! G 
With respect to executing and planning fiscal operation, the Executive Director may not 
jeopardize either programmatic or fiscal integrity of the organization. Accordingly, he or 
she may not cause or allow budgeting or other financial commitments which: 

l. Plans the expenditure from the general fund in any fiscal year of more 
funds than are conservatively projected to be available in the year from: 

a. Tax Levies 

b. Local Government Allocation 

c. Grants 

cl. Interest 

e. Operation receipts 

l’. Unencumbercd prior ycar balances 

Deviates materially from Board-stated and or approved priorities in the 
allocation offunds for competing budgetary needs. 

Postpones nccdczl capital improvements and major maintenance when a 
balance is projected for the current year-cnd. 

Budgets more operations than projected for current year revenues. 

Exceeds Board approved budgeted expenditures for capital and/or 
operating expenses without prior Board approval. 

Deviates from appropriate procurement rules or guidelines established by 
the Board, the State of Ohio or generally accepted accounting principles. 
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FINANCIAL CONDITIONS 
With respect to the actual ongoing condition of the organization’s financial health, the Executive 
Director may not cause or allow the development of fiscal jeopardy or loss of allocation 
integrity. Accordingly, he or she may not: 

l. Expcnd more funds than the srrrn of the funds received from taxes and other 
revenue sources in the fiscal year to date, plus unencumbered prior year balances, 
plus Board approved bonds or bond anticipation notes. 

lndebt the organization itr an amount beyond the accounts payable. 

Allow cash to drop below the amount needed for payroll and debt servicing in a 
timely manner. 

Allow actual allocations to deviate materially from Board-stated and or approved 
priorities. 

Engage in any form of ‘self-dealing’ where the use of District assets, information, 
procurement practices, or any other activity involving the Park District may result 
in personal benefits or the appearance of personal benefits accruing to the 
Executive Director. 

COMMUNICATION AND COUNSEL TO THE BOARD 
With respect to providing information and counsel to the Board, the Executive Director may not 
cause or allow the Board to be uninformed or misinformed. Accordingly, he or she may not: 

1. Let the Board be unaware of relevant trends, public events of the orgz1ru'2ation, or 
material external or internal changes, Such elranges in particular include changes 
in the nssunrptions upon which any Board policy has been previously established 
or events/accidents that could lead to significant public concern and/or media 
attention. 

Fail to submit appropriate or requested monitoring data in a timely, accurate, and 
understandable fashion, directly addressing provisions of the Board policies being 
monitored. 

Fail to marshal as many staff and external points of view, issues, and options as 
needed for responsibly informed Board choices. 
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ASSET I’RO'I‘EC'l‘ION 

With respect to proper stewardship of the (listrict‘s assets, the Executive Director may not risk 
losses beyond those necessary in the normal course of business. Accordingly, he or she may not: 

l. Fail to insure against casualty and liability losses equivalent to standards in 
comparable organizations. 

2. Allow only bonded personnel access to material amounts of funds. 

3. Subject plant and equipment to improper wear and tear or insufficient 
maintenance. 

4. Unnccessarily expose the organization, its Board, or its staff to claims of liability. 

5. Make on his or l' ‘own authority any purchase greater than the amount as defined 
by Article X oft..- By Laws. 

COMPENSATION ANI) BENEFITS 
With respect to employment, compensation and benefits to employees, consultants, contract 
workers, and volunteers, the Executive Director may not cause or allow jeopardy to fiscal 
integrity or public image. Accordingly, he or she may not: 

1. Change his or her o\vn compensation and benefits as established by the Board. 

2. Establish any compensation and benefits schedule which: 

A. Deviate materially from the geographic or professlorral market for the 
skills employed and the adopted pay scale created for valuing jobs and 
their ranges ofcornpensation. 

B. Create obligations over a longer term than revenues can be safely 
projected. 

3. Allow persotutel records associated with compensation, benefits or performance 
to be shared with inappropriate individuals. 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
With respect to providing information to the public, the Executive Director shall utilize 
information resources to inform the Park District’s constituency of regulations, program 
opportunities, or significant changes that would affect public use of Lake Metroparks. 
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Additionally, the Executive Director (or his dcsignee) shall be the public spokesperson for the 
Park District. 
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RECEI PT 

The undersigned hereby aclmuwledges receipt of the Regulations that tleal with conflict of 
interest. 

Dated: ____...j___._ _.._.._j._.._._____________ 
Signature 

Printed Nmnc 

10 
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RECEIPT 
The undersigned hereby acknowledges receipt ofthc Regulations that deal with conflict of 
interest. 

Dated: 
Signature 

Printed Name 

DUPLICATE 
Please keep this copyfor your I-ecm'ds 
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EXHIBIT G 
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Bhestegflqgmnsbtp 
12701 CIIILLICOTHE ROAD CBESTERLAND. OHIO 44026 

(440) 729-7058 
FAX (dill) ‘[29-3679 

FISCAL OFFICER BOARD OF TRUSTEES Cnlgs. Richter W.L, Bud Kinney 
Michael J. Patzuziuilo 

Kan Raritito. it. 

April 1, 2014 

Park Commissioner Lance Yandeii 
Park Commissionerioseph Weiss, Jr. 
Park Commissioner Clay Lawrence 
Park Board Administrative Assistant Peggy Vitaie 
ChesterTownship Park Board 

. 12701 Chiliicothe Road 
Chesteriand, OH 44026 

SUBJECT: Funding of the Chester Park Board 

Dear Park Commissioners: 

in no way shape or form do we, the Board of Trustees, wish to hinder the operations of the Park Board or your ability to maintain the usage of the Park for this season. In light of the fact that there is a pending investigation being done by the newly appointed Master Commissioner by Probate Judge Grendel], it is my recommendation that it would be best to proceed In the following manner for funding. should the Board of Trustees pass a motion at their April 3, 2014 meeting to adopt the procedure: 

Once you have identified a project and obtained quotes, you will need to provide to the Board 
of Trustees a copy of the motion that you have passed to include the project description, along with the quotes that have been received. 

At that time the Board ofTrustees will make a motion for such funding and if approved by the Trustees, a distribution for the funds will be made to the Park Board for this specific project. 
- The Park Board will pay the bills as they come in. 

For example, the Park landscaping bid that wasjust quoted; a bid in the amount of $12,800 is the one that you have chosen. A motion to approve the funding will be on the Board of 
Trustees’ agenda, and if passed by the Trustees, the funds will be appropriated. The Park Board 
will use these funds for that specific purchase order, and all payments will be paid by the Park 
Board. 
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April 1, 2014 
SUBJECT: Funding of the Park Board 
Page 2 

0 when a new project is ready to start, the Board of Trustees will need copies of the Park Board 
motion for such expenditure, and all quotes associated to the expenditure. once these are 
presented to the Board of Trustees. we will make a motion to make distributions to the Park 
District, which means that whatever funds the Park Board needs will be distributed as needed 
once approved by the Board of Trustees. The Park Board will make the payments from its 
checking account. 

c As for having any meetings concerning the relationship between the Park Board and Trustees as 
requested in an email from Lance Yandell, this will be put on hold and the communications 
between both parties will remain as we had agreed upon, with all information or 
communications between Mr. Joe Weiss and me. 

Once the final report is completed by the Master Commissioner, the Board of Trustees will then review 
the findings and proceed with whatever actions are recommended. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Respectfully, 

./2 
Michael J. Petruzlello 
Chester Township Board of Trustees 

Cc: Honorable Probateiudge Tim Grendel! 
Chester Trustee Ken Racltke 
Chester Trustee Ward Kinney 
Fiscal Officer Craig Richter 
Master Park Commissioner Mary Jane Trapp 
County Prosecutor Bridey Matheney 
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EXHIBIT H 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
PROBA TE / JUVENILE DIVISION 

GEAUGA COUNTY 

TIMOTHY J. GRENDELL— JUDGE 
Courthouse Annex, 2”‘ Floor 
231 Main Street, Suite 200 
Chardcn, Ohio -14024 
Voice: 440-279-1830 ‘,3 

Fax Probation: 440-285-sons -- W! ;r,~,., ., 

Fax Court: 44o2as-mi 1 

yia F9; md Regular Mgil 
April 3, 2014 

Trustee Ward Kinney 
Trustee Mike Petruziello 
Trustee Ken Radtke 
Chester Township Trustees 
12701 Chillieothe Road 
Chesterland OH 44026 

RE: Chester Township Park District 

Dear Chester Township Trustees: 

It has come to my attention that you have placed an item on your agenda for tonight's meeting 
that would authorize the hiring of temporary help in the Road Department to, in part, provide 
restroom cleaning, trash receptacle emptying, and playground, park facilities, and general park 

maintenance. The proposed resolution states “The work will be done on an as-needed basis 
between the months of April and October 2014.” 

While the Township Trustees certainly have the legal authority to hire employees for the 

Township's Road Department, the Trustees have no legal authority over the maintenance and 
operation of the township park, that includes no authority over maintenance of the park facilities 

and playground equipment. 

As you know, the township park district is a body politic and corporate. See R.C. 1545.07. 
The park district board, as the governing body of the park district, has exclusive authority over 
the maintenance and operation of the park district's properties and facilities, including, without 

limitation playground equipment. 
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With this in mind, I hope that you will reconsider and remove the _L@ ms portion of your proposed resolution (i.e. the portion dealing with the township park) so that your action comports with Ohio law. Such corrective action will avoid the need for any judicial involvement to assure compliance with Ohio law and prevent unlawful interference with the authority of the park district. 

Your consideration is warranted and appreciated. 

Sincerely, flfi’ , ' 

Judge Timo yJ. Gtendell 

cc: Bridey Mntheney, Assistant Prosecutor 
Craig Richter, Township Fiscal Officer 
Chester Township Park Board 
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EXHIBIT I 
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ARTI§l._FE__l 

POWERS AND PURPOSE 
. fowers. The Board of Park Commissioners of the Chester 

Township Park District shall possess all of the powers and shall be 

subject to all of the responsibilities conferred on it by Chapter 

1545 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

§gc§ign_g. gurpgsg. The purposes and duties of the Board of Park 

Commissioners of the Chester Township Park District shall be as 

follows: 

a. To review and study the recreation 
needs of the community at large. 

b. To develop recreational facilities on 
all lands under its jurisdiction and control. 

c. To promulate rules and regulations pursuant 

to Ohio Revised Code Section_l545.09 as the 

Board deems advisable for the preservation of 

good order within and adjacent to parks and 

reservations of land, and for the protection 
and preservation of the parks, parkways and 

other reservations of land under its jurisdic- 

tion and control, and of property and natural 

life therein, The Board shall also adopt 

rules establishing a procedure for contracting 

for professional, technical, consulting and 
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other special services. The rules and 
regulations provided herein shall be 
published as provided in the case of 
ordinances or municipal corporations 
before taking effect. 

d. To review annually the recreational needs 
of the community, and to implement any 
necessary and practical changes in the 
use of and facilities on the lands so as 
to assure that the recreational needs of 
the community continue to be met as fully 
as possible. 

‘hflTICLE=iI T_——~~———e 
ORGANIZATION 

§gction_l. Membership. The Board of Park Commissioners for the 
Chester Township Park District shall consist of the three (3) 
members appointed by the Geauga County Probate Judge pursuant 
to the provisions of Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.05 and the 
Geauga County Auditor and Treasurer, as ex—officio members, 
pursuant to the provisions of Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.22.

; 

Section 2. Term of office. The original three (3) park commissioners 
appointed by the Geauqa, County Probate Judge shall take office 
immediately and their respective terms shall expire one (1), two 
(2) and three (3) years from the first day of January, 1985. 
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~ 
Thereafter, the successors to each expiring term of Park Commissioner 

shall be appointed by the Geauqa County Probate Judge for a term 

of three (3) years, subject to mking an oath of office and providing 
a bond to the Geauqa County Auditor for the faithful performance 

of the duties of the office in the sum of $5,000.00. 

Section Q. Service without compensation. All Park Commissioners 

shall serve without compensation, but shall be allowed their actual 

and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 

§eEtign_A. Removal and_va£angy, Any Park Commissioner may be 

removed at the discretion of the Geauqa . County Probate Judge as 

provided in Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.06. In the case of 

removal or in the case of a vacancy occurring for any other reason, 

such vacancy shall be filled by the Geauqa L County Probate Judge 

by appointment for the unexpired term. 

§ec}ion S. Beappointment. Any member of the Board of Park 

Commissioners may be reappointed at the end of his term of service, 

if the Geauqa County Probate Judge makes such reappointment. 

ARTICLE III 

OFFICERS 

Section 1. Designation of officers. The officers of the Chester 

Township Park District shall be elected by members of the Board of 

Park Commissioners and shall be as follows: 

a. Chairman. The Chairman shall preside at all 

meetings, shall sign all documents authorized 

by the Board of Park Commissioners, shall make 
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all committee assignments, shall be responsible 

for all reports required by law, and generally 

perform all duties incident to such office. 

§lgI5[§g£fg£gIy. The Clerk/Secretary shall keep 

an accurate record of all meetings of the Board 

of Park'Commissioncrs whether regular, special 

or emergency. He shall give all notices 

required by law and all notices required by 

the By Laws of the Chester Tflwnship Park 
‘District. He shall perform such duties as may 

be required by the Chairman or other members 

of the Board of Park Commissioners. _At the 

expiration of his term of office, he shall 

deliver all books, papers or property of the 

Chester Township Park District to the Chairman, 

or his successor. 

Such other officers as may be necessary for the 

efficient conduct of the activities of the 
Chester Township Park District. 

Section_g. ‘Election of officers. The clection of officers shall be 

held at the annual meeting of the Chester T0WnShiP Park UiStTiCt 0T 

at a special meeting called for that purpose. The election shall be 

by a majority vote of the members of the Board of Park Commissioners 

for the nominees to the respective offices. Balloting shall continue 

until a majority vote is obtained from the members for each office. 
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~ ~ ~ 
. The §_e_c_t_.J11_§- .l3m_i>_1,9xw;t_.9££ELe.:,_1>2 

Board of Park Commissioners may employ a secretary and such other 
employees as are necessary in the performance of the powers conferred 
on the Board by Chapter 1545 of the Ohio Revised Code for the purpose 
of acquiring, planning, developing, protecting, maintaining and 
improving lands and facilities thereon under Ohio Revised Code 
Section 1545.11 and for other types of assistance which it finds 
necessary. In carrying out its duties, the Board of Park Commission- 
ers may hire and contract for professional, technical, consulting 
and other special services and may purchase goods. In procuring 
any goods, the Board shall contract as a contracting authority under 
Ohio Revised Code Section 307.86 to 3D7r90 inclusive, to the same 
extent and with the same limitations as a Board of County Commission- 
ers. In procuring services, the Board shall contract in the manner 
and under procedures established by the By Laws of the Board as 

required under Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.09. 

Section 4. gglice powers. The Board of Park Commissioners may 
designate certain employees as police officers to exercise police 
powers within and adjacent to the lands under the jurisdiction and 
control of such Board. .Beforo exercising such power, such employees 
shall take an oath and give a bond to the state in such sum as the 

Board prescribes for the proper performance of their duties in such 
respect. 

ARTICLE iv 
—M1=,13rrN£s_ 

Sectign_l. Annual meeting. The annual meeting of the Chester 
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Township Park District shall be held at the Chester‘ Township Town 
Hall on the third Thursday of January of each year at the hour 
designated in the written notice therefor. 

gegtion 2. Regular4mggting. The regular meeting of the Chester 
Township Park District shall be held at least once each month at 

the ChesterTownship Town Hall at the hour designated in the notice 

therefor. Written notice of the regular meeting shall be delivered 
to the Board of Park Commissioners by regular mail by the Secretary 
of the Board of Park Commissioners at least twenty—four (24) hours 

in advance of the regular monthly meeting. 

Section 3. Special or emergency_meeting. A special or emergency 
g

L 

meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners may be held at any time 

upon call of the Chairman or a majority of the members of the Board 

of Park Commissioners. Written notice of a special meeting shall be 

delivered to the Board of Park Commissioners by regular mail by the 
Secretary-of the Board of Park Commissioners at least twentyvfour

, 

L24) hours in advance of the special meeting. However, written notice 

is not required for an emergency meeting. 

Section 4. Quorum. A minimum of two (2) members constitute a quorum 

for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Board of Park 

Commissioners, and a vote of two (2) members present at the meeting 

shall be sufficient for conduct of .ChesterTownship Park District 

business. 

a. No contract of the Board of Park Commissioners 
involving the expenditure of money shall become 

effective until the Ceaufra _. County Auditor 
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certifies that there are funds for the 

Board of Park Commissioners in the custody 
of the Geauoa County Treasurer and other- 

wise unappropriated sufficient to provide 
therefor. The Auditor shall issue a warrant 
to the Treasurer of Geauga County to 

disburse the funds of the Board of Park 
Commissioners upon order of the Board, 
evidenced by the certificate of the Secretary 
in such manner as the Bureau of Inspection and 

Supervision of Public Offices prescribes. The 

accounts of the Board shall also be kept in the 

manner to be prescribed by the Bureau. 

The Board of Park Commissioners may acquire 

lands either within or without the cpéster 
Township Park District for the purposes and 

in the manner prescribed by Ohio Revised Code 

Section 1545.11. The acquisition of such land 

will require a majority vote of the Board. The 

Board may also accept donations of money or other 

property, or may act as trustees of land, money 
or other property and use and administer the same 

as stipulated by the donor or as provided in the 

trust agreement, subject to approval of each 

donation or trust by the Geauga . County Probate 

Judge before acceptance by the Board of Park 

Commissioners. 
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Section 5 Public notice of meetings.

~ 

The Board of Park Commissioners may sell 
and dispose of land it has acquired and 
which is not necessary for the purposes 
for which it was acquired with the approval 
of the County Probate Court as .Geauaa 
provided in Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.12. 
The Board may also lease or permit the use of 
any of its lands for purposes not inconsistent 
with the purposes for which such lands were‘ 
acquired, and upon such terms as the Board 
deems advisable. 

Any contract for the purchase of goods, 
employment of personnel and for services 
shall require a majority vote of the Board. 

All meetings of the Chester 
Township_Park District shall conform to the notice requirements 
established by Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22 (also known as 
the "Sunshine Law”) as follows: 

6. A schedule of the regular meetingsof the 
Board, including information as to the 
time and place, shall be posted on a 

bulletin board located in an area accessible 
to the public at the chesterTownship 
Tom! Hall. In the event of a cancelation or 
change of a regularly scheduled meeting date, 
the Board will make every reasonable effort, 
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including the use of newspaper notice, 
to notify all interested parties of such 
change. The newsmedia and persons 
requesting direct notification by the 
procedure established by these rules 
shall be notified individually of such 
change as soon as possible. 

when a special meeting of the Board has 
been scheduled, notice of such special 
meeting,including the information as to 
the time, place and_purpose of the meeting, 
shall be posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Chester Township Town Hall. 
Notice of such meeting shall be mailed to all 
persons requesting‘such notification as pro- 
vided liy these rules. No special meeting 
shall be held unless at least twenty-four (.24) 

hours advance notice has been given to the 
newsmedia that have requested notification, 
except in the event of an emergency requiring 
immediate official action; In the event of 
an emergency meeting, the member or members 
calling such a meeting, shall immediately 
notify the newsmedia that have requested 
notification of the time, place and purpose 
of the meeting. 

Any person may request reasonable advance 
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§tanding committees. 

shall act as a committee of the whole for all standing committees. 
Section 2.

~ 

notification of all meetings of the Board 

including mailing of the agenda of the 

meeting, if requested. For this purpose 

such person shall provide the Board with a 

self-addressed and stamped envelope. In 

the case of a special or emergency meeting, 

the Board will make a reasonable effort to 

notify such persons by telephone if a mailed 

notice will not be timely. 

Any person or newsmedia desiring notification 

in accordance with these rules shall notify 
the Board in writing. 

The minutes of the regular, special or 

emergency meetings of the Board shall be 

promptly recorded and open to the public 

for inspection. 

ARTlCLE V 
‘COMMITTEES 

Section 1. Designation of committee members. The Chairman of the 

Board of Park Commissioners shall be responsible for the appointment 

of standing committee members, and for the creation of special 

committees and the appointment of their members. 

The Board of Park Commissioners 
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_/l"§3'_T_ .C_.L_'?._Y.1

» ~~~ 
I 9.TiT_‘.§ 

_9di3nM9f_rgggrgs. The Clerk/Secretary of the~ 
Chester Township Park District shall he the custodian of all of 
the records of the Board of Park Commissioners excepting Board 
records which may properly be in the custody of the fiscal officer 
of the Board of Park Commissioners. The Board of Park Commissioners 
shall compile and publish reports and information relating to the 
Park District and other proceedings and functions of the Board, 
and shall keep an accurate and permanent public record of all of 
its proceedings. 

Section 2. Egcords available_to public. Any.person upon written 
request to the Secretary or fiscal officer may examine the records 
of the Board of Park Commissioners if such request is made at least 
seventywtwo (72) hours in advance of such examination. 

REPEAL AND AEENDMENT DB BY LAWS 
Section 1. These By Laws may be repealed or amended by a majority 
vote of the Board of Park Commissioners at a meeting called for 
that purpose. 
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EXHIBIT J 
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AGREEMENT
I 

i 

Hhennhs, the Board of Township Trustees of Chester Township have the authority and responsibility to operate and maintain park 
! 

lands within Chester Township; and,
, 

5 WHEREAS. the Court of Common Pleas of Geauqa County, Ohio. 
n has approved the formation of a park district known as the Chester Township Park District and the boundaries nE said park district

1 contain all park lands within Chester Township; and, 

. 
wnnhhhs. ohio Revised Code section 1515.14 permits the

5 
. Board of Park commissioners of a park district to agree and con» 
I tract with public authorities in control of parks or park lands 
! for the pose or assuming control of all or a part of said park 
: 

lands and using, developing, improving, and protecting said park 
. lands; 

NOW. THEREFORE, the Board of Tnlvnsllip Trustees of Chester Towllsllip (Trustees) and the Buard of Commissioners of the Chester Township Park District (Commissioners) agree as follows:

~ 

1. The commissioners shall assume control of all parks and ' park lande owned by Chester Township and the Board of Tqwnship jTrustees oi Chester Township commencing April 5 . 1955, and continuing for a period of one years. 

~~

|

E 

2. The commissioners shall use, operate, maintain. develop improve and protect said park lands for the purpose of providing I 
passive and active recreational facilities to the residents of | Chester Township and the public. 

3. Subject: l:D Lhe prior approval of the Trustees, the commissioners may enter into agreements with other political subr 
» blvislons including, but not limited to, the Nest Geanga LOCEII School District, the west Geauga Recreation District. and Geauga county for the use and operation of the subject parks and park lands. 

; manent improvements oq‘sa'd parks or park lands without prior writ 
u ten approval from the 9 P5 All plans, specifications and draw- 
I lugs shall be submitted by the Commissioners to tho‘3&§£&9Et least 

- sixty days before cnmmencement of any construction or altergfiion of permanent improvements. The commissioners agree that th ¥H8§¥§F may refer any plans, drawings or specifications to the cheater ' 

Township Zoning Commission for advice and comment. The commissioners agree that all construction and alterations of permanent imp-ovc- 
_ mcnts shall be so constructed or altered as to be in the spirit or 

, the Chester Township zoning Resolution. 

v

I 

4. The Ccmmissiners shall not construct or alter any per-
f

I 

I 5. within 30 days of execution of this agreement. the 
: Commissioners shall adopt rules and regulations for the use of said 
. parks and park lands. such rules shall include. but noL be limi- 
ted to, use of facilities, scheduling of activities and shall pro- hibit the consumption of beer, wine and other alcoholic beverages 

5. TheTfi35t cécxnowledges that, upon execution of this agreement, control of said parks and park lands has been transfer- 
red to the commissioners and the duty and authority to regulate 
the use o[ said parks and park lands lies with the commissioners

~ 
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7. The commissioners agree that no rangers or park orrioerc shall be appointed by the commissioners other than police officers employed by the cheater Township police Department and that direc- tion and control or said rangers or peace ozrieers shall be within: the authority of the chester Township police nepartment. 
8. The Commissioners may not contract for or incur any debts which result or could result in liens on the parks, park lanes or ,rm1 e im rovements thereon without rior wri' a 'ova1 r then %%i§?g§snc: approval, shall be withheld hy theL§§£%€§? ntil

0 
it receives certification from the (lscal officer of the cheater ‘Township Park District that the Commissioners and the Park Dis- trict are in compliance with ohie Revised Code section 5705.41.

I

I 

I 

.

!

~ 

E

. 

I 

9. This agreement shall he governed by the laws of the State of Ohio and may not be modified, amended, or altered unless 
r 
done so in writing executed by the parties hereto. 

I 
la, Upon expiration of the term of this agreement, the 

i 

agreement shall renew for a period of gjng years, unless either party notifies the other of its intent to not renew the Ilagreement. such notification shall be delivered in writing to the chairman or clerk of said board or commission no later than 

‘ 

ninety (90) days prior to expiration of this agreement. 

.

7 

ther party may terminate this agreement prior to its expiration by giving written notice of the intent to terminate to E the chairman or clerk of the other party. Such notice shall state 
‘ a specific date of termination; provided, such termination date 

I 

shall be no earlier than ninety (90) days [rem delivery of said nojim 

'

I 

I 

I

. 

In the event that the Commissioners have incurred an indebtedness, the commissioners may not terminate this agreement 
parxs, park lands, or permanent improvements and that all such _inaebteoness is properly secured. 

‘ ll. upon expiration or termination of this agreement as |provideg_herein, control of all parks and park lands shall revert to the £55??? All improvements on §§;d parks and park lands shall be and remain the property of the ekera with no compensation or reimbursement due or owing to the commissioners.~ 

92% ;2g g.‘ 4;; .t,— 
S R TOWNS IP TRUST~ 

EXECUTED Lhis 5:} day Of 39;’ , 19 35 . 

1 EXECUTED this 4th day of 

chssrsn TOWNSHIP PARK 
UISTRXCT COMMISSION 

iicnsswnn TOWNSHIP fihkx 
'DISTRICT COMMISSION 

Efit TER TOWNSHIP PARK 
DISTRICT COMMISSION 

,2. 
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.1‘/1.5‘/9 3 

AGREEMENT - 

Whereas, the Board of Township Trustees of Chester Township (hereinafter "Tcwnship") has the authority and responsibility to operate and maintain parklands within 
Chester Township; and, 

Whereas, the Board of Commissioners of the Chester Township Park District 
(hereinafter "Park District") has previously entered into an agreement with the township 
for the purpose of using, developing, improving, and protecting parklands within Chester ' 

Township; and, l 

Whereas, it is the desire of the Township and the Park District to continue such 
agreement and relationship; 

Now, therefore, the Board of Township Trustees of Chester Township (Township) 
and the Board of Commissioners of the Chester Township Park District (Park- District) 
agree as follows: 

1. The Park District shall continue to use, develop, improve, and protect all parks and 
parkiands owned by Chester Township and the Board of Township Trustees of Chester 
Township for the term of this agreement. 

2. The Park District shall use, operate, maintain, develop, improve, and protect said 
parkiands for the purpose of providing passive and active recreation facilities to the 
residents of Chester Township and the public. 

3. Subject to the prior approval of the Township, the Park District may enter into 
agreements with other political subdivisions, including, but not limited to, the West Geauga Local School District, the West Geauga Recreation District, the Geauga County Park District, and Geauga County for the use and operation of the subject parks and 
parklands. 

4. The Park District shall not construct or alter any permanent improvements on said 
parks or parklands without prior written approval from the Township. All plans, 
specifications, and drawings shall be submitted by the Park District to the Township at 
least sixty (60) days before commencement of any construction oratteration of permanent 
improvements. The Park District agrees that the Township may refer any plans, 
drawings, or specifications to tho Chester Township Zoning Commission for advice and 
comment. The Park District agrees that all construction and alterations of permanent

n

1 
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improvements shall be so constructed or altered as to comply with and be in the spirit of the Chester Township Zoning Resolution. '

. 

5, The Park District has adopted and shall continue to adopt rules and regulations for the use of parks and parklands. Such rules shall include, but not be limited to, use or facilities, scheduling of activities, and shall prohibit the consumption of beer, wine and other alcoholic beverages on parkiands or facilities. 

6. The duty and authority to regulate the use of parks and parklands lies with the
' 

Park District. 

7. No rangers or park police officers shall be appointed by the Park District other than police officers employed by the Chester Township Police Department. Direction and control of such rangers or peace orlicers shall be within the authority of the Chester Township Police Department. 

8. The Park District may not contract for or incur any debts or obligations which result or could result in liens on the parks, perkiands, or permanent improvements therein without prior written approval of the Township. Such approval shall be withheld by the Township until it receives certification from the fiscal officer of the Park District that the Park District is in compliance with all applicable provisions of the Ohio Revised Code. including, but not limited to, RC. 5705.41. 
9. This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio and may not be modified, amended, or altered unless done so in writing executed by the parties hereto. 

10. The term of this agreement shall be for a period of live (5) years. Thereafter, the agreement shall renew on an annual basis pniess either of the parties terminate the agreement as provided herein. 

11. Either party may terminate this agreement prior to its-expiration or the expiration of any renewal term by giving written notice of the intent to terminate to the chairman or clerk of the other party. Such notice shall state a specific date of termination; provided, such termination date shall be no earlier than ninety (90) days subsequent to the delivery of such notice. - ' 

in the event that the Park District has incurred an indebtedness, the Park District may not terminate this agreement without providing sutficlent proof that there are no liens on the parks, parkiands, or permanent improvements and that all such indebtedness is properly secured. 

12. Upon the expiration or termination of this agreement as provided herein, control of all parks and parklands shall revert to the Township. Ail improvements on said parks

2 
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) and parkiands shall be and remain the property of the Township with no compensation 
I 

or reimbursement due or owing to the Park District. '

I

I

i

I

I

I 

Executed this 25'rtnday of FF/14544 ‘Z 
, 192:? 

PATRICIA MULA 
Chester Township Trustee 

/' /’ 
/ 

. J” /C// . 

I /JAMES MONTAGUE ' V Chester Township Trustee 

GLSNN BATTLES
. 

Chester Township Trustee 

RICHARD J. M’/\KOWSK| 2: 
Park District Commissioner 

AL DATTILO 
Park District Commissioner 

AN D. DI CILLO 
Park District Commissioner ~ ~~ 
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Cllheerier Gnfxtrtazljfp 
ark fifzirfnf 

12701 CHILLICOTHE ROAD CI-XESTERLANI), OHIO 44026 
M0-729-7058

. 

www.chertertwp.org 

:.Co‘,'_my-5-,dc*L_vmg.. 
'- " " 

DECEMBER 31, 2013
I P H E ‘ CH ESTER TWP PARK DISTRICT INVENTORY COST Ugirgs 

20 I3 lluliday Lighting - Rotary Purchases (receipts attached) — 
Park Bmard Custodim of Assets 12/“/20-U 

2 Volley Ball Courl Landscape Rakes @ 555.99/cu. 
(Mulberry Creek Greenhouses) S “L98 I “mo '3 

Chester Township Brackets — CCC Incmo N/A 10/10/2013 

12 Park District Banners @ $112.00/ea. 
(Design vicwpoims) 8 1,344.00 5/6/2013 

4 - Name Plates @ $15.00/ca. 
(Em Tmphy) 3 60.00 3/21/2014 

10 Park Lantppasls @ $199.99/cn.(Costco) 5 1,999.90 1/29/2013 

Chester Township Park District Stationary & Envelopes 
(Westem Reserve Graphics) approx. 250 sheets/cnvclupcs 

Commercial Grade Electrical Cords / Junction Boxes 
(Peerless Electric) 

2012 Holiday Lighting - Rotary Purchases (receipts attached) Ar 
Park Board Custodian of Assets 
5 . 2" polyfonm Valley Bnl1Puds 
(United Volleyball Supply, LLC) 

2011 Holiday Ligllting —Reindce1/Sleigh 
(Home Depot) 

Volley Ball Nets
8 (United Volley Ball Supply, LLC) 

QuickBooks 2010 Edition Snflware - Outdated Version 

3 25750 1/24/2013 

3 900.00 1/18/2013 

3 4,337.98 12/21/2012 

5 1,159.10 7/13/2012 

5 313.02 12/13/2011 

1,406.10 7/1/2011 

(purchase price $112.67) lo/mom 
:3‘ 

'° S‘’‘''"" 
3 59.00 9/27/20 to 

Radio S|tuckl0"-75 Watt PA-Speaker 3 119.99 2009 Est date 

Radio Shack 40-Watt PA Amplifier 8 39.95 2009 Est dale 

Radio Shnck Single Channel Microphone 3 80.99 2009 Est date 

3 12,077.53 
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Master Commissioner Mary Jane Trapp 
Thrasher, Dlnsmore Kt Doian 
1400 w. 5"‘ Street , Suite 400 
Cleveland, Oh 44113 

Dear Ms. Trapp, 
I read with interest in a local newspaper that you are requesting comments or concerns on any issues 

regarding the Chester Township Park located at SR 322 & 306. As an over 20 yr. resident of Chester 
Township I have watched our park add facilities & have observed various ages of people using the park. 

I am writing to you because I am perplexed as to what the problem is? 
when I have participated in such events at the park, such as the summer concerts, Kt last year the 
community picnic, I did notice many improvements have been made over the last few years that seem 
to be beneficial to all ages. I must commend the Park Board for this. 

While I don't know who's responsibilities it is and I do recycle, the only criticism I have in the park 
area is that when I drop off my recyclables, the area seems to be a dangerous location where cars, 
adults, & children travel in and out from. 

Sincerely,

~ 

lull! 
l((.>)lf‘E; l\‘.’/iii 

l I i oi iaeli?F““'* 
‘*9:

~ 
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June 17, 2014 

Linda L. Gifford 
11400 Rust Drive 
Chesterland OH 44026 

Mary Jane Trapp, Master Commissioner 
Thrasher, Dlnsmore & Doian 
1400 W. Sixth St, Suite 400 
Cleveland, OH 44113 

Re: Chester Park Board 

Dear Ms. Trapp: 

I wanted to respond to your request for comments regarding the Chester Park Board. 

As background, I am a fifth generation Barnes family member and have lived in Chester Township my 
entire life. I served as a Chester Park Commissioner in the 1990's. Most of the "old timers" know 
the park land was donated back In the 1800's for use as a township park forever. it can never be sold 
and Chester residents are proud the their park. 

The current Park Board has done a marvelous Job of maintaining the park and adding new facilities for 
the enjoyment of the community. Most days the park is enjoyed by mothers with young children 
playing on the playground equipment and picnlcklng. During evening hours the volleyball courts are In 
use by teens and young adults and the lighted baseball fields are always in use for numerous games 
every night. During the summer months , the free concerts in the gazebo are enjoyed by all ages. 
The current Park Board should be commended for their management of the funds available for park use 
and the Township Trustees should be thankful that those commissioners are doing such a finejob. 

Very truly yours, 

%~.ca 
Linda Barnes Gifford

~ 
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20 June 2014 

Mary Jane Tral7P. Esq. 
Thrasher, Dinsmore & Doian 
100 7th Avenue, Suite 150 
Chardon, Ohio 440244079 

Re: Chester Township Park 

Dear Ms. Trapp, 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my appreciation for the job that the Chester Township Park Board has 
done In restoring our Township Park to its current condition. 

As a sixty~year resident and long-standing member of the Township Zoning Commission, i am overwhelmed at the 
dedicated, hands~on work that this Board has accomplished. The Park has never looked better; the facilities are 
have been expanded and are well maintained; and as a result the Park is in constant use. 

The Board has a common sense approach to its mission. They discuss, decide on a solution, execute and monitor. 
During periods of heavy usage, members of the Board actually check to see that the bathrooms are clean and well 
supplied; and that the trash is not overflowing. It is this kind of dedication and loyalty to the community that often 
goes unnoticed. The expenditures of the Board are commensurate with the needs of the community as they relate 
to Park usage. 

Since the Park has become a center of Township recreation. it would be helpful (and safer) if the recycling bins 
could be moved out of the Park area. Also, the Park Board need storage and a meeting place. The Park Board 
should be permitted to examine the Henry House which is adjacent to the Park and owned by the Township, for 
this purpose. it needs repair, but this is a careful Board. if they examined it and found its repair was not practical, 
they would say so. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my thoughts. 

V\fl/tfi0\/Vii. “M1 \’l 
Margaret Muehlihg 
8993 Sherman Road 
Chesteriand, Ohio 44026-2211 
4/i0~729-7879 

I 
f@"2lE+‘.‘ll\V/l: .‘ 

l lli .l 
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Mary Jane Trapp 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear Mary Jane, 

/— 
Judy Caputo <jcaputochestertwp@hotmail.com> 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 8:50 AM 
Mary Jane Trapp 
Chester Township Park 
Dear Honorable Judge Grendeil par|<.doc 

Attached to this email is a letter concerning the Chester Township Park Board. I felt It was important 
to get involve and to inform you of some of the history here in Chester Township. Please feel free to 
forward this on to Judge Grendeil and the Park Board members. if you have any questions please call 
me. Cell# 216—224~9300. Thank you for assisting the Park Board in this issue. 

Sincerely, 
Judy Caputo 
Former Chester Township Trustee 
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Dear Honorable Judge Grendell, 

First and foremost I would like to thank you and the Chester Township Park 
Board both cunent and past members for your dedication and hard work that everyone 
has given Chester Township's residents in the beautification and daily maintenance of 
our park. As a former Trustee for eight years this job has not been an easy task however 
the transformation has been remarkable. 

I am writing this letter to hopefully give you an understanding as to the history 
and issues that the Park Board members have had to go through during the past years. 
While input and information from the residents of Chester Township is very important 
here again Ron and Cathy Cotman with the help of their cronies are attempting to destroy 
and ruin the hard work that has been done or will be done in the future. The Cotmans are 
extremely good at distortion and deception in there documentation of letter writing when 
trying to destroy something or someone in their path. This includes attending Park Board 
meetings where Cathy Cotman drills and intimidates the Board with repeated questions, 
comments and then in the following meeting uses her notes from former meetings to twist 
and derail the meeting so that little to nothing gets accomplished. She even went as far in 
one particular meeting of harassing the park board rnembers and calling a member a liar. 
The member walked otrt of the meeting and the meeting needed to be closed. 

Below are just a few examples of their attempts over the years: 

Over the years as a Trustee the Cotrnans have cost the 'l'ownship’s taxpayers thousands of 
dollars in lost grants, labor, time and public record requests for documentation for their 
mission. 

In one ofthc past State ofOhio Audits Cathy sent a complaint to the state with 
nine different accusations, alleging wrongdoings in the Township, when the audit was 
complete there were no findings to her allegations. 

I believe in the year of 2009 or 2010 the Trustees applied for grants to receive 
funding for the Town Hall parking lot and two grants with Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources. One of the grants which the township was awarded was for the new pavilion 
in the park along with the West Geauga High School for their wetlands project. The other 
grant was for the 80 acre parcel at the north end of the township to start the development 
of that parcel into a park, Since the Cotmans were opposed to development of that parcel 
into a park they went as far as to sending a letter to ODNR stating that the Township was 
deceiving ODNR on our application and for them to award the grant to a different 
corrnrtunity. This was then followed up by numerous phone calls to them to make sure the 
Township would not get the grant. I did itr fact received a call from ODNR and was told 
that in the twenty five years of him working for ODNR he had never saw someone work 
so hard to make sure their community did not receive the grant. 

While the Cotmans try to show that they are just concerned residents in the 
community their continued harassment goes much deeper, like following the Township 
employees while there are working, to publishing their own news letter to the residents, 
to spending hours cruising the Township Park and other areas of the Township that work 
or projects are taking place. Another example was the Marilyn Drive Project. This 
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project was a Townships 50 year flooding problem that I had worked on for over 2 years 
with the Geauga County Engineers Office to fix. During the project the Cotmans 
constantly tried to derail and harass the residents on the street by walking on thorc 
property trying to gain access to the project. Signs needed to be posted and they were told 
by a resident to leave their property or they would file charges. I could go on and on but I 

think the above demonstrates there creditability and character. 
I would like to now address the 26 page document that was prepared by the 

Cotmans and it is my understanding that it was given in separate private meetings with 
each of the Trustees and the Fiscal Officer. I take issue with Chairman Radtke that he and 
the other newly appointed elected officials participated in such round robin private 
meetings with the Cotmans since Mr. Radtke is currently suing Chester Township, the 
Chester Township Board of Trustees and the Western Reserve Land Conservancy see 
case number 13M001076. 

This document has never been presented in a public Trustee meeting, yet the 
Trustees and the Fiscal Officer has used it in making public decisions regarding the 
townships financial support to the Park Board. As you know the State of Ohio Auditors 
Office is currently auditing Chester Township for the year of 2013, to which the 
questions that have arisen as to whether the Park falls under the township audit or not. I 
will agree that based on this document that the State has clearly failed to even look at all 
the Townships in Geauga County that receive tax revenues fi‘om the Geauga County 
Auditors office for decades and this needs to be looked into, however the whole basis of 
this Cotman document was for two reasons, first to stop financial support to the park and 
secondly to discourage the Park Board members into resignation. Their document does 
not only address alleged improper accounting issues handled by the Board to outside 
varies vendors but also and most importantly attacks the vohrnteer’s integrity, 

Once again I thank you and your Volunteer Park Board members for continuing 
to do a wonderful job even under these circumstances. Please contact me for any 
questions, concems or additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Judy Caputo 
Former Chester Township Trustee 
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Dear Ms. Trapp, 

There are a few points I would like to bring to your attention while making the decision. First off, most of the kids here and many more that could not attend, use the volleyball courts/softball field AT LEAST twice a week. I think I speak for everyone when I say our summer would not be the same without having this place available 
to us. Coming here and playing volleyball is a huge part of our summer and we all thoroughly enjoy using the courts at our leisure. 
Next, it is very simple to understand that coming here keeps us out of trouble. There are few safer places, if any, around Chesterland 
being that we are located directly next to the police station. 
Volleyball occupies us on weekends too. I believe you and the 
trustees would much rather have all of us next to the police station 
playing sports than being out partying and getting into trouble. 
Taking this opportunity away from all of us would be silly and it would ruin our summers. None ofus are bad kids and we are just 
looking to keep the fun, safe things we do around. We would all be 
very, very grateful if you decided to continue to provide us with 
Parkside sports. 

Si d » 
ino lacam o 
¢/L1,, «H 

Appendix 99 

349



EXHIBIT N6 

Appenmx 100 

350



Mary Jane Trapp 

From: venera paoietto <vtp48@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2014 11:38 PM 
To: Mary Jane Trapp 
Subject: Chester Township Park District 2013 Review 

In a room full of people who attended last evenings open park board meeting only 5 who were in attendance were 
neither: relatives (defense); friends (cronies); business acquaintances (motives) ....... ,.OBJECTlVE? 
Yes, I do know who they all are, Bill Marx, Basista who owns the plaza but lives in Bainbrige, former trustees Mula, Joyce, 
Caputo. Joe Weiss‘ daughter and her husband, secretary's son, Judith with the Historical Society, all those kids who 
thought the park was being closed, even judge stupica thought the park was being c|osed.....OBlECT|VE? 
As I walked in with a young boy I asked him why he was attending "They're closing the park" was his 
answer ..... ..OBJi-.'CTlVE ? 

Have any of these people read what is being reviewed "the public record packet" which was given to the trustees by 
CONCERNED citizens with whom by the way many agree, so I was taken back by the fact that you named them ..... "why? 
Please know that we were not moved by all the touchy feeiy and patting on the back by the board or the attendees. 
This is about taxpayer monies and how it is spent. We have never seen a financial report from the park board, past or 
present. So many claim to have donated yet so much money is being spent? 
Chester Township needs an objective review of the current park board....can the taxpayers expect it? 
FYI, the trustees have their meetings every other Thursday and today was It. Their meeting began at 3 PM and lasted 
well after the park board was done with theirs. They requested the park board change their meeting time so they could 
attend but the park board never responded. Not only that but they are consistently inconsistent with their meetings 
and at times not at all. 

Ven Paoletto 
Sent from my iPad. 

1 Appendix 101 

351



EXHIBIT N7 

Appendix 102 

352



Mary Jane Trapp 

From: Judy <judyjdog@aol.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 29, 2014 11:17 PM 
To: mj@maryjanetrapp.com 
Subject: Priorities 

Hello, hello, hope all is well. 

I do not support spending more money to add to the Chester Township park. If the supporters want to have a private 
fundraiser, that would be wonderful. Chester Township has other priorities that need addressed. 

Additionally, as you may know, Clay Lawrence, Judy Caputo and Mike Joyce gave the 85 acre park away, without 
discussion or input from the residents who paid for this park with hard earned tax dollars. Not only did we as residents 
pay $850,000 for this 85 acre park, but Lawrence, Caputo and Joyce paid the Western Reserve Land Conservancy 
$20,000 to take control of this "park"? This issue is unresolved but will be addressed. 

And now we are wasting more money on the Mayfield Road & 306 community park and ball field. Maintenance is fine, but 
the plans to spend more and more money on this project would be a huge mistake. 

Thanks, 

Judy K. Zamlen-Spotts 

Chester Township Road Department Struggling with a $300,000 deflclt... 

Something interesting happened at the Thursday, June 26, 2014, Chester Township Park 
Board meeting. 

A typical Park Board meeting draws less than a handful of attendees, however, on this night the room 
was filled with residents who came to make overwhelmingly emotional and passionate statements 
praising the life-changing work of Chester Park Board Commissioners Clay Lawrence, Joe Weiss and 
Lance Yandell. Terri Slupica spoke so fervently about the park, I'm not sure, but I think I heard Kate 
Smith singing, “God Bless America" in the background. 

Tragically, we have lost war heroes in Geauga County, men have given their lives in battle, and families 
have lost their loved ones in defense of our freedom, but we have not witnessed this type of emotional 
outpouring or heard such life changing and dramatic statements made about them at a town hall 
meeting. I attended the funeral of a Geauga County WWII veteran, a man who earned two purple hearts. 
There were no trustees, residents, orjudges at his funeral. There was no meeting held to praise him and 
thank him for his contribution to our country. 

Many residents besides me believe that this Chester Township Park meeting was concocted not only to 
promote Lance, Joe, and Clay but more importantly to pressure Chester Township Trustees to provide a 
blank check for Chester park spending. The sad truth is that Chester Township is struggling with a 
$300,000 deficit left by former Trustees Mike Joyce, Judy Caputo, and Clay Lawrence. The Chester Road 
Department is in desperate need of more funding, and I am certain a new road levy is in the offing. Why 
would we spend more money on a cash-cow park project when a vital department needs funding? 

I think that if Clay Lawrence, Joe Weiss, and Lance Yandell want to be recognized for their efforts, those 
who turned out for Thursday's meeting to praise them may be able to provide a very lovely certificate of 
appreciation signed by Mike Joyce, Pat Mula, Judy Caputo, Terri Stupica, and perhaps some well- 
meaning others. Such a certificate presented by such dignitaries must be worth its weight in gold. 

Judy K. Zamlen-Spotts 
11113 Chilllcothe Road 
Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
440-729-1218 ' 
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12870 Opalocka 
Chesterland, OH 44026 

June 26, 2014 

Master Commissioner Mary Jane Trapp 
Thrasher, Dinsmore & Doian 
1400 w. 6"‘ Street Suite 400 
Cleveland, OH 44112 

Dear Master Commissioner Trapp, 

I have attending numerous Park Board meetings, and was present at the Park Board meeting on O-6~26- 2014. I had hoped this meeting, along with all Park Board meetings, would have been taped. I attended meetings this year and yet my name and questions are not found in the minutes. I look at the park notes for 2014 and see there is a selection of information from the meetings. When a meeting ends with the board stating, ”we have bills to pay," but no mention to whom or how much, where is the transparency? Other commissions use the town hall and the taping system, they do not. 

I heard testimony during the evening supporting the park commissioners and their efforts. Some were relatives, some were contractors and other stake holders In the community. some in the audience even stated that they were in attendance because they heard the park would have to be closed. The review should not be based on emotions and should be focused on the examination of the bid process and how the tax payefls money is spent. The atmosphere at this meeting was not supportive for those with financial questions. 

At tonighfs meeting, there was dismay expressed that the Board of Trustees asked the Park Board for information and records. The members of the Board of Trustees are voted in by Chester Township residents, and one of their duties is to keep an eye on our tax dollars, They have every right to ask for information and financial records. when the Park Board spends a good amount of money on a baseball field, and then turns around a year or so later and wants to spend another good amount of money to make it into a different type of ball field, one has to question if there is foresight and planning. Again, the Board of Trustees has every right to question their financial records. 

Thank you for considering my concerns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

///mé” 
Mark L. Lovequlst 
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Mary Jane Trapp 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Mary Jane, 

Attached is my letter regarding the June 26 meeting. Thank you 

Dal Lanese

& 
dal lanese <ianeseda|@gmaii.com> 
Tuesday, July 01, 2014 5:06 PM 
Mary Jane Trapp 
park board meeting. 
MaryJane.doc 
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Mary J ane, 

My concerns regarding the Chester Park Board have to do with financial management. 
During 2012 and 2013, the board spent nearly $320,000 and then said it needed another 
$100,000 in 2014. In my opinion, it has been too much, too fast. 
I also have concerns about whether the procedures that were followed for selecting 
suppliers/contractors and administering payment to them were proper. Has the board 
complied with the requirements of the agreement that created it, as well as the applicable 
Ohio law? Chester Park Board is a public entity spending public funds and needs to 
operate by the associated rules as well as follow sound financial practices. I sincerely 
hope that your review will fully address this concern. For me, the end doesn’t justify the 
means. 

It was obvious to me that people attending your June 26 hearing were either misinformed 
about the planned fixture for Parkside Park, were friends/relatives of the board or had 
personal biases toward certain citizens or current Chester elected officials. Please be 
sensitive to this fact as you finalize your review findings. 

Near the end of the June 26 hearing, you indicated that public input would significantly 
affect your review conclusions. I will again render my opinion that the input you 
received last Thursday totally missed the real issues. 

Once again, the problem for me, and I believe most of Chester, is not whether we like the 
park or how it looks. Furthermore, we know people have worked hard, and we appreciate 
it. Our concern is about the controllership/management of tax dollars and the rate of 
spending on the park. 

l’m hopeful that you will objectively review the facts and not be overly influenced by the 
emotions. 

Sincerely, 

Dal Lanese 

(Mary Jane — I know you recognize me by face but may not know my name. l’m a member of the Chagrin Valley Wo1nan’s Club and the one you occasionally encounter at 
grocery stores) 
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Wednesday, June 25, 2014 

TOWN CRIER 
June 26: Chester Township 
Park Board Meetlng 
7 pan. 

The Chester Park Board will hold a 
regular public meeting at Fire Station 
No.1 behind the town hall. 

In attendance will be Mary Jane 
"lrapp, master commissioner, appointed 
by Geauga County Probate/Juvenile 
Court Iudge'Ii.rn Grendell. 

Tire purpose of the master commis- 
sioner’s attendance will be to listen to 
any issues or concerns about the Chester 
park district. 

The time allotted for this part of the 
agenda is 30 minutes. Written subruis- 
sions to the master commissioner are 
welcomed and may be presented at the 
meeting or may be mailed to her before 
the meeting to the following address: 
Master Commissioner Mary Jane Trapp, 
Thrasher, Dinsmore & Dolan, 1400 W. 
6th St., Suite 400, Cleveland, OH 
44113. 

June 26-28: Most Holy Trinity 
church Rummage Sale 
10 a.m.-6p.m. T/iursrlay anrl Fllday; 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 

Join for Most Holy Trinity Church's 
rummage sale at 8549 Mayfield Road. 

Furniture, gently used clothing, 
antiques, collectibles, piano, antique 
desk, washer/drier and much more. 

Homemade stuffed cabbage dinners 
for take-out. Noodles with cabbage, hot 
dogs and baked goods 

June 27: Food Pantry 
I0 a.m. to noon 

The Food Pantry at Chester Christian 
Center A/G Church, 11815 Chillicothe 
Road, Chester Township, is open to the 
public. 

Open to anyone who is in need of 
food. Do not need to be a member of the 
church to attend. Call 440-729-6203 for 
more information. 

June 2?: WG Alumnl Reunion 
Graduates of Chester, Russell anci 

West Geauga schools are invited to attend 
the 134th annual alumni reunion at the 
Kirtlander Party Center, 9270 Chillicothe 
Road, Kirtland. Social time will start at 5 

years will be honored as well. The guest 
speaker is sure to bring back memories 
for each attendee by sharing experiences 
with teachers and fellow students. 

Prepaid reservations by June 20 are a 
must. Call Linda, 440-729-2932, for more 
information. 

June 28: KlttyPawLooza 
II a.m.-4p.m. 

Rescue Village is currently overrun 
with cats and kittens. To make way for 
the hundreds of felines still on its waiting 
list, Geauga Humane Socicly’s Rescue 
Village will be holding KittyPawIooza at 
its shelter, located at 15463 Chillicothe 
Road. 

The shelter will be bringing in over 
50 adoptable kittens for the much antici- 
pated event. All kittens 6 months and 
under are only $50 (reg. 395). Adult cats 
are only $54 

Be sure to stay for the raffle, crafts 
and activities, and ice cream truck. 

For more information, call us at 440- 
338-4819 ext. 19, or email marketingte‘ 
geaugahumaneorg 

July 5: Tent Troupe 2014 
Tent Troupe, the only traveling sum- 

mer tent theater in America, will make 
one visit to Northeast Ohio at St. Mark 
Lutheran Church, 11900 Chillcothe 
Road, Chester Township. A special children’s matinee entitled 
“Folktales Fables and Fun" will begin at 
1:30 p.m. There will be classic animal sto- 
ries and songs as well as special short sto- 
ries written and adapted by “American 

- Gir ” author Valerie Tripp to capture the 
attention of a wide range of ages from 
preschool through the elementary grades. 

At 7:30 p.m., the troupe will perform 
Robert Fulghum's “All I Really Know I 
Learned in Kindergarten,” adapted by 
Ernest Zulia. While light and entertain- 
ing, it has much to say about how people 
live their lives from day to day. 

Both shows are free of charge. A free 
will offering will be taken. it will be held 
rain or shine. Call 440-285-0782 for more 
information. 

July 19: Welcome 
New Member Night 
not: 1.1:: .. .. 
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Ohio Depa1‘tn1e11t of Natural Resources 
1ouN1L MSJCDI. (it)VIERN-’IR JAMES zszmmcmz. DIRECTOR 

CEEVED 
Division of Parks 6; Recrultinn 

David Payne, chm 
2045 Morse mm -03 ~ 

~~

~ ll LE 
Columbus, on 43229-5593 

Plwnes (614) 255.5551 Fax.‘ (614) 251.2407 C 7 2011 2 
7 coma;m 

December 22, 2011 T0VVNS|‘“P HA’-L Q _ F15 
,.. RD 

Mr. Michael J oycc ~* 
:3’ Chester Township “‘a 12701 Chillicotlie '“ an Chesterland, on 44026 :23 

it’ Re: NatureWorl<s Project-# GEAU—02l; Parkside Park 

Dear Mr. Joyce: 

Please find enclosed your executed copy of the above-mentioned agreement. You may begin the project, but we ask that you flrst review the NatureWorl<s Procedural Guide on our web site at: http://ohiodnrrcom/default/tahid/I1089/Defaultaspx 

On the site you will see our procedural guides for development and acquisition. If you have any questions afier reviewing the applicable procedural guide please contact me at 
flette.helm@dnr.state.oh.us or 614-265-6899.

S erely, 

- 
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. eeoerveo 
NATUREWORKS LOCAL GRANT PROGRAM DEC 27 Zilll 
STATE/LOCAL PROJECT AGREEMENT 

Tower .rrrii-r.. The State of Ohio, represented by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), and Chester Township 
referred to as the Local Agency, grantee, recipient) agree to provide an outdoor recreation improvement project as 
follows: 

Parkside Park 

A.‘ The Local Agency agrees to develop a shelter/picnic area at Parkside Park. 

The Local Agency signatory to this NatureWorl<s State/Local Project Agreement agrees to complete this protect on 
or before Qecember 31 2012. 

The project period shall begin with the date of approval of the project agreement or the effective date of a waiver 
of retroactivity and shall terminate at the end of the stated or amended project period unless the project is 
completed or terminated sooner in which event the project shall and on the date of completion or termination. 

This agreement will terminate J_une_3l1,..20J.2,_at which time the Ohio Department of Natural Resources may 
unilaterally renew this agreement by means of a letter of notification from the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources subject to appropriation and renewal of the funds by the State of Ohio. This agreement shall be valid 
and enforceable only if in the event this agreement extends in time beyond the current biennium, funds are 
appropriated and the Director of the Office of Budget and Management certifies that there is a balance in the 
appropriation not previously obligated to pay existing obligations. 

The Local Agency agrees to (1) perform in compliance with the terms, promises, conditions, construction plans, 
specifications, estimates, procedures, maps, and assurances set forth in the Project Proposal; and shall secure 
compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations; (2) promptly submit to the State of 
Ohio, such reports and documenm as the Ohio Department of Natural Resources may request; (3) report any and 
all income gained on the property or facilities during the project period; (4) operate, maintain, and keep for 
public recreation the property or facilities acquired or developed pursuant to this agreement, and refrain from 
conversion unless a proposed change is approved by the State of Ohio; (5)‘ the Local Agency shall establish a 
separate special account for the funds for the acquisition and/or development of the property, The State 
reserves the right to audit this special account, either during or after completion of the Project; and (6) 
prominently display a Natureworks acknowledgment sign at the site or facility acquired or developed with 
Natureworks Local Grant Fund assistance. 

The project period shall begin with the date of approval of the project agreement or the effective date of a waiver 
of retroactlvity and shall terminate at the end of the stated or amended project period unless the project is 
completed or terminated sooner in which event the project shall and on the date of completionor termination. 

The State of Ohio hereby agrees to (1) obligate the Local Agency funding assistance not to exceed $15,410.00 
from Ohio's fiscal allocations made available under'the provisions of Amended Substitute House Bill 790, Ohio 
Revised Code, Section 1557.06, the Natureworks Local Assistance Grant Program; (2) upon receipt of tangible 
proof of actual eligible costs paid by the Local Agency in performing this agreement, reimburse the Local Agency 
funds equal to no more than seventy-five percent of such eligible costs. 

Obligations of the State of Ohio are subject to the provisions of the Ohio Revised Code Section 126.07 which 
provides that the Director of Budget and Management must certify that there is a balance in the appropriation 
which may satisfy the contractual obligation. 

The State of Ohio and the Local Agency mutually agree to perform this agreement in accordance with the policies 
and procedures set forth by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and the guidelines set forth in the 
Natureworks Local Assistance Grant Program Procedural Guide. Failure to comply with or show sufficient 
progress in complying may result in the termination of this agreement. In the event of termination all unused 
funds shall be retained by the State. 

Appendix 117 

367



V 
source for the improvement. 

" 
RECEEVED 

DEC 2 7 Zflll 
The project sponsor affirmatively represents and warrants to the State that neither it nor 

flgt &fl's are subject to a finding for recovery under R.C. 9.24, or that it has taken appropriate remed i re; cl under R.C. 924 or otherwise qualifies under that section. The Project Sponsor agrees that if this representation and warranty is deemed to be false, the Contract shall be void ab in/t/'0 as between the parties to this contract, and any funds paid by State hereunder shall be immediately repaid to the State, or an action for recovery may be immediately commenced by the State for recovery of said funds. 

Declaration Re ardin Material Assistance Nonassistance to a Terrorist Or anizatlon. Pursuant to R.C. 2909.33, the Local Agency represents and warrants that: (1) Contractor ahs not provided material assistance to an organization listed on the Terrorist B<clusion List of the State Department of the United States; and (2) the Local Agency has obtained a current copy of the Terrorist Exclusion List; and (3) the Local Agency truthfully has answered “No” to every question on the Ohio Department of Public Safety's form “Declaration Regarding Material Assistance/Nonassistance to a Terrorist Organization". If this representation is deemed false, this Agreement is void ab initio and the Local Agency immediately shall repay to the State any and all funds paid under this Agreement. 
' 

Information and forms concerning the Declaration may be found at: http://www.homelandsecurity,ohio.gov/dma.asp 

nt certifies that it: (1) has reviewed and understands the 
vised Code Chapter 102 and in Ohio Revised Code 

The Local Agency 
itself, grounds for 
tate of Ohio. 

Ethics. The Local Agency by signature on this docume 
Ohio ethics and conflict of interest laws as found Ohio Re 
Sections 2921.42 and 2921.43, and (ii) will take no action inconsistent with those laws. understands that failure to comply with 0hio‘s ethics and conflict of interest laws is, in termination of this Agreement and may_ result in the loss of other contracts or grants with the S 

atureworks Program will be retained and used for 
will be kept open for general public use during 
according to the type of use occurring on the site. 
that approved when Natureworks assistance was 

Property acquired or developed with assistance from the N 
public recreation purposes. The property and/or facilities 
reasonable hours and during appropriate seasons of the year, Use of the property and/or facilities will not be changed from 
obtained without prior written approval from ODNR. 

attractive, and inviting to the public. Sanitation 
ble state and local health standards. Buildings, 
be kept in reasonable repair throughout their 

The property will be operated and maintained so as to be safe, 
and sanitary facilities will be maintained to comply with applica 
recreation and support facilities, and other improvements will 
estimated life expectancy to prevent undue deterioration, 

Any new facility constructed on an area purchased or developed with Natureworks funds will, whenever possible, be designed to accommodate people with disabilities. The facility will be made available to all persons regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, military status, handicap, age or ancestry. Any modifications to existing structures will also include handicap accessible design considerations. It is understood that this requirement is applicable to any construction occurring on a Natureworks assisted area, regardless of the funding 

pad with Natureworks funds will be reasonable for all users and 
EXCESS TEVEHUES fl’DlTl U58!’ 
5 or services at the funded 

User fees charged for facilities acquired or develo 
will not create unfair competition with private enterprises offering similar services. 
fees at the project site will be returned to the public in the form of expanded facilitie 
site. 

All new or replacement utility lines on land purchased or developed with Natureworks assistance will be placed underground. 

including preferential fees, reservations, membership systems, is ble differences in admission or other fees may be maintained on the 
state, and local laws pertaining to non-discrimination in employment practices, facility and area use, minimum wages, conflict of interest, solicitations for contract bids, bid awards, etc., will be met at all times. No person will be discriminated against or be excluded from participating in any program or activity on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, military status, handicadp, age or - 

Appen ix 11 

Discrimination on the basis of residence, 
prohibited, except to the extent that reasona 
basis of residence. Compliance with federal, 
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Received 
DEC 2 7 2Ull ancestry. 

The Local Agency will cause work on the project to be commenced within a reason;-l§?e"¥i\ri1§=.f’.i:if?eifll“%_lc;!:ipt of 
notification that funds have been approved and assure that the project will be prosecuted to completion with 
reasonable diligence. 

The Local Agency will require the facility to be designed to comply with the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 
(Public Law 90-480), DO] Section 504 Regulations (43 CFR Park 17). The Local Agency will be responsible to 
ensure compliance with these specifications by the contractor. 

The Local Agency will comply with the terms of Title II and Title iii, the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646), 94 Stat. 1894 (1970), and 0.R.C. Section 163 for all real 
property acquisitions, and where applicable shall assure that these requirements have been complied with for 
property to be developed with assistance under the project agreement. 

The project sponsor affirmatively represents and warrants to the State that neither it nor any of is contractors 
are subject to a finding for recovery under R.C. 9.24, or that it has taken appropriate remedial steps required 
under R.C. 9.24 or otherwise qualifies under that section. The project sponsor agrees that if this. representation 
and warranty is deemed to be false, the Contract shall be void ab inlrrb as between the parties to this contract, and any funds paid by State hereunder shall be immediately repaid to the State, or an action for recovery may be 
immediately commenced by the State for recovery of said funds. 

The Local Agency by signature on this document, certifies that it: (i) has reviewed and understands the Ohio 
ethics and conflict of interest laws as found in Ohio Revised Code Chapter 102 and in Ohio Revised Code Sections 
2921.42 and 2921.43, and (ii) will take no action inconsistent with those laws. The Local Agency understands 
that failure to comply with Ohio's ethics and conflict of interest laws is, in itself, grounds for termination of this 
Agreement and may result in the loss of other contracts or grants with the State of Ohio. 

In witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed this agreement as of the date entered below: 

STATE OF OHIO DEPARTMENT OF Local Agency 
NATURAL RESOURCES: Chester Township 

David Pa ne,'Chief By 
Division of Parks 
As Designee For: 

James Zehringer, Direclol’ 

/32 
i [3 

Date 
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2011-59. Mrs. Caputo moved to approve and sign the resolution ofauthorization for the Nature Works grant 
application for improvements to Parkside Park. Mr. Ioyce seconded, Roll call vote: Mrs. Caputo, yes; Mr. Lawrence, 
yes; Mr. Joyce, yes. Motion passed. 
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2011-61. Mrs. Caputo moved to approve the Resolution of Authorization whereas the State ofohio through 
the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources, administers financial assistance for public recreation purposes through the state 
ofOhio Natureworks Program, and whereas Chester Township desires financial assistance under the Natureworks 
Program. Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Chester Township: 1) That the Chester Township approves filing an 
application for financial assistance. 2) That Michael Joyce, Chester Township Trustee is hereby authorized and 
directed to execute and file an application with the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources and to provide all information 
and documentation required to become eligible for possible funding assistance. 3) That the Chester Township does 
agree to obligate the funds required to satisfactorily complete the proposed project and become eligible for 
reimbursement under the terms of the Natureworks Program. Mr. Lawrence seconded. Roll call vote: Mrs. Caputo, 
yes; Mr. Lawrence, yes; Mr. Joyce, yes. Motion passed. 
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2011-939. Mrs. Caputo moved to approve and sign the Nature Works Project Agreement GEAU~021 to accept a 
grant in the amount of$15,410.00 for the development ofa shelter/picnicarea at Parkside Park. Mr. Lawrence 
seconded. Mrs. Caputo, yes; Mr. Lawrence, yes; Mr. Joyce, absent. Motion passed. 
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
mwut KASICII uuvsumu umr>Ml:xi|ru;ixut1:Inx 

NATUREWORKS 2011 APPLICATION ADJUSTMENT FORM 
Applicant (Community Name/County) C'r\e.$’<6\’ To.rIM\.\'.t) 

V 
(>c,o.\.4,p (/0V4v\ lrq 1 

ContaetPerson and Phoneblumber «\'\t.\r\a.v\ Sobge, 
I 

([11 , 350% 
Project Title ‘Q0/Jv.§,\h¢. 

Will your Project Scope Need to be Reduced Due to the Change in Available Funding 
Yes X No 

If you answered yes, please Detail what Elements will be reduced: 

Vxcmmlth Sruhtwb Lsxurh J 5 Lou av 
\n.m~J¢X h/huh-u"\u}\ £11!’ [.u’v\r\\-t\a.£\\wt \A ‘4u\\at (.U\I-A‘ 5 \L'LlU-(70 

\\:.\~:\oisk uw;m:.L\ar~.. $ 9% \t».\\ up/9: 31310» mi 

If you answered yes, please provide the Revised Project Cost and Grant Request Amount 
1‘! 

, 
lo‘-L to 

Original Project Cost flan. D1 9 a Revised Project Cost J»/ts tlulu 

Original Grant Request§ §§ U10, Q RevisedGrant Request ‘ jfj‘ 13] mm 
The required sigtature from an authorized olficial of your agency (this is determined by you) below 
olficially notifies our office of the adjustments to be made to your 2011 Natureworks application that 
we are considering. 

Aut%on'zed0Ifi%; ; 
v- Z I‘/CV5 

Authorized Oflicial (print name) 

é — /_P -9724 
Date 
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FORM NO. 7B: DEVELOPMENT COST ANALYSIS SCHEDULE 
Instructions: In the item column, give a brief description of each item to he developed. In the quantity column, show the number of each item. In the units column, lists units such as square feet, cubic yards, tons, lump sum, linear feet, etc. In the unit price column, list the cost per unit. 'l‘he total cost of each item goes ‘in the far right column. If the project will be built by general contractor(s), lump sum costs can be listed instead of a detailed breakdown. 

PROJECT TITLE Chester Township Parkside Park Inn zrcveinents DATE Januag 27, 201 l 

APPLICANT ChcstcrTownshio 

ITEM QUANTITY UNIT UNIT PURCHASE OR TOTAL VALUE 
PRICE DONATION OR COST 

Picnic Shelter l Package 3,600.00 Purchase $3,600 Picnic Shelter Contract 1 Lump 15,000.00 Purchase $15,000 Picnic Table 6 Table 560.00 Purchase $3,630 
Volleyball Court Grading I Lump 5,200.00 Purchase _ $5,200 
Volleyball Court Sand 558 Ton 20.09 Purchase $11,210 
Volleyball Court Install 1 Lump 

V _7 3,200.00 Purchase $3,200 

Phase I Archaeological 
Survey required by the 
OI-IPO 
Required Project Sign* 2 1 Sign 90.00 $180 

TOTAL $ $42,020 
*Ifpurehased fiom ODNR: $90 each 
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_ 
Page 1 of2 

oelriaw@roadrunner.com 

From: "Michael Joyce" <mjirustee@hoimaii.com> 
To: “Matt Scharvei” <mscl'iaNer@crwp.org>; “Joe Wiess" <joelrlaw@roadrunner.com> Cc: "Judy Capuio" <jcapuiochestertwp@holmaii.com>; "Ken Radike" <kradike@chestertwp.org>; "Mary Lou F" <r:hesteradmin@adeiphia.nei> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012v9:14 AM 
subject: RE: Natureworks Grant info 
To All: 

We do have a set of plans for two (2) different size shelters that were given to Chester from a licensed 
architect, Mr. Beck if memory serves. The drawings were given to Chester as a way of "giving back" to the communities that his company serves. Both structures can be seen at Munson's park on US 322, I think the park is called "Rlver View" or something like that. I may be able to get Mr. Beck to make slight changes, if you wish. I will get oopies of the plans to you shortly. 

I would like to see the Park Side Park moving forward as soon as possible. Please keep the BOT updated. A formal presentation and request for funds would be helpful at this junction. 
Thanks, 

Mike J 

From: mscharver@crwp.org 
To: joejrIaw@raadrunner.com 
CC: mjtrustee@hotmaIl.com; jcaputochestertwp@hotmai|.com; KRadtke@chestertwp.org; 
chesteradmin@adeiphia.net 
Subject: Natureworks Grant Info 
Date: Mon, 2 Apr 2012 16:12:28 -0400 

Hi Joe, 

Per our phone conversation I am attaching Chester Township's 2011 Natureworks application 
for the picnic shelter and picnic tables at Parkslde Park. The application contains the original budget. The budget was adjusted in June 2011 by the Trustees following a request from ODNR. 
I am attaching the revised budget for your reference. The Natureworks grant only covers the picnic shelter and picnic tables (6 total). 

Dameyon Shipley is the ODNR Natureworks grants administrator and he should be able to answer any of your grant administration/reporting questions. His contact information is below. Dameyon M. Shipley 
Recreation Services Administrator 
Phone: 614-265-6646 
Fax: 614-267-4764 
Dameyon.Shigiey@gnr.stale.oh,us 

if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Regards, 
Matt 

A pendlx 126 
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Cllhezier filnfxxrtzitfp 
fffiark gfifzirfci 

12701 CHH/LICOTHE ROAD CHESTERLAND, OHIO 44026 
440-729-7058 

www.chcstertwp.org ~~ 
:‘Counlryside um,-» COMMISSIONERS: 

Todd Bidwell 
Joseph Weiss, Jr. 
Lance Yandell 

February 7, 2013 

Project Name Estgzsatted 

1 Playground Completion 25,000 
2 Ball Field Renovation (Outfield) 25,000 
3 Holiday Lighting 5,500 
4 Parking Lot Expansion (labor & materials) 5,000 
5 Horseshoe Driveway Gravel - New Pavilion 2,000 
6 Staining I Painting (labor & materials) 17,000 
7 Gutters & Downspouts - New Pavilion 300 
8 Pavilion Repair ~ Horse Shoe Pit Area 6,000 
9 Horseshoe Pit Repairs 1,000 
10 Lighting Walkway Area & Park 6,000 
11 Electric Relocation Expense 8,000 
12 Maintenance 18,000 
13 Perennial Gardeners 1,000 
14 Hanging Flower Baskets 1,000 
15 Park Barmers 2,400 
16 Barbeque Grills 1,300 
17 Flag Pole 4,000 

Total Projected 2013 Project Expenditures 128,500 
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Date 

(1) 
3/22/2013 

(2) 
3/29/2013 

(3) 
4/4/2013 

(4) 
4/I8/201 3 

(5) 
4/15/2013 

(6) 
5/1/203 I 

(7) 
5/2/2013 

(8) 
5/12/2013 

(9) 
5/28/2013 

(I0) 
7/I2/2013 

CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT DONATIONS 2013 

PARK BENCH DONOR LIST 
Check # Installation Date Deposit Contributor 

Mr, Thomas Basista 
West Geauga Plaza, LLC 
18355 Bent Tree Lane 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023 
Mr. Joseph 1-1. Weiss, Jr. 
8228 Maylicld Road 
Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
Albino Family 
Guido’s Pizza Haven 
12775 Chillicolhc Road 
Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
Eastsirlc Dog and Cat Hospital, Inc 
Dr. Mark Rutman, Prositlent 
8399 Mayfield Road Chester Plaza 
Chcstcrland, Ohio 44026 
Loretta Paganini School ofCooking 
c/o Emil 1’. Paganini, MD 
8613 Mayficld Road 
Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
Top Gun Supply, LLC 
PO. Box 23 
Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
Perennial Gardeners o1‘Chester|and 
c/o Sue Mills 
1 1660 Caves Road 
Chcslcrland, Ohio 44026 
Lions Club of Chesterlantl, Inc. 
l’.O. Box 31 1 

Chesterland, Ohio 44026 

University Hospitals 
c/o Lou/tnn Marx & Stephanie DiFranco 
3605 Warrensville Center Road 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122-5203 
Mr. Bill Marx 
Chesterlaml Auto Body & Service Inc. 
8032 Mayfield Road 
Chestcrlantl, Ohio 44026

S 

500 

500 

500 

250 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

43 

1345 

370 

26705 

31261 

5065 

0838 

2472 

1342719 

48043 

Summer 2013 

Slimmer 2013 

Summer 2013 

Summer 2013 

Summer 2013 

Summer 2013 

Summer 2013 

Summer 20 I 3 

Summer 20 I 3 

Summer 2013 

Date 
4/2/20 I 3 

4/2/2013 

4/27/2013 

4/27/2013 

4/27/2013 

5/30/2013 

5/30/2013 

5/30/2031 

5/30/2013 

8/5/2013 
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Date 

(1 1) 
7/29/20 I 3 

(12) 
7/19/2013 

(13) 
8/15/2013 

(14) 
ll/08/2013 

( I 5) 
12/26/20 I 3 

(16) 
3/24/2013 

Date 
9/26/2013 

CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT DONATIONS 2013 
Contributor 

Mus. Wendy Weiss-Asher 
8228 Maylieltl Road #63 
Chestcrland, Ohio 44026 

Mr. John Karlovec 
The Legal News Publishing Company 
Daily Legal News 
2935 Prospect Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 441 15-2688 
Mr. Tom Shankell and Mr. Jim Lewis 
Storage Park 
8634 Maylield Road 
Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
Mr. Kenneth Radtke 
12865 Sperry Road 
Cliesterland, Ohio 44026 
Mi: Donald Ycrt 
DRY Center Building LLC 
320 Center Street, l’.O. Box 980 
Chardon, Ohio 44024-0980 
Mr. Dan Smith 
Consolidated Investment Corp 
8 North State Street 
Painseville, OI-144077 

S Check
# 

500 I604 

500 72522 

500 2527 

500 000 

500 3955 

500 38010 

Installation Date 

Summer 20 13 

Summer 2013 

Sununer 2014 

Summer 2014 

Summer 2014 

Summer 2014 

PARK PROJECTS RENOVATION DONOR LIST 
Contributor $ 
The I-117 Group, LLC 150 
0/0 Mr. Jay1’air1'1e1(l 
8844 Mziytield Road 
Chesterluntl, O1 1 44026 

Check # 
1 10915 

Installation Date 

Deposit 
Dnte 
8/5/2013 

8/5/2013 

9/27/2013 

11/8/2013 

1/21/2014 

3/26/2014 

11/8/2013 
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Date 
3/ I 5/20 I 3 

3/2l/20l3 

3/22/20 I 3 

4/26/20 I 3 

8/] 6/2013 

CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT DONATIONS 2013 
FLAG POLE DONOR LIST 

Contributor S Check If 
Mr. 'I'honms Basista 500 436 
West Geauga Plaza, LLC 
18355 Bent Tree Lane 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023 
Mrs. Judy Capulo-Rogaski 
l2982 Lynn Drivc 
Chesterlmid, Ohio 44026 
Mr. Bill Marx, 
Chestcrland Auto Body & 
Service Inc. 
8032 Mayfield Road 
Chesterland, Ohio 44026 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. 
Powers 
Philion Building #202 
6l89 Mayfielrl Roud 
Cleveland, Ohio 44124 
Mr, Donald Ycrt 
DRY lnsunmcc Group 
320 Center Street, I’.O. Box 
980 
Chardon, Ohio 44024-0980 

500 

500 

500 

500 

6602 

4762 

5290 

[2393 

Installation Date 
Summer 20 I3 

Summer 20 I 3 

Summer 20 I 3 

Summer 2013 

Summer 2013 

4/2/2013 

4/2/20 I 3 

4/2/20I 3 

4/27/20 I 3 

4/27/20! 3 
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QU12:5i:1>.1-*.fiIz:I£tIrt,2=1I1f;J 

flfizxrk gfifztrfci 
12701 CIILLLICOTHE ROAD CHESTERLAND, OHIO 44026 

440-719-7055 
\WV\v.cI|c:lcrhvp.i)rg~ 

“ccurrirysiiic Living” 

ANNUAL PJIRK DISTRICT BUDGET CHESTER TOWNSHIP, GEAUGA COUNTY 
kn nan 1- From me: H0674 DI Cammlsslcneis OI IIIE Ghe5(er Townshlp Palk Dislricl 

tn: T0 lhn Township Trustees: 
The aoard 01Pa1k Commissioners 01 sald Park Disirisi heveby suiorniis iis annual auiigei ior iiie yen cornmenclru JUL 1 5 2013 January 1, 2014 I07 cunsidmaiiori 01010 County Eudgc|CoI1imissIon, pun-iuanl In Secilnn

~ 

57050001000111» Revised Code. PeggyVflaIn,'Admln|0!ralfve Asslslam 1:mnkJ_ Gmm '°"°’ ""”°-2°” 
Geauga County Aiidlioi OQMPARATIVE AND 05711110720 STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES AND FUND BALANCES PURPOSE FOR 2011 eon 2012 4 00112013 F011 2014 4107001 ACTUAL 0071141/1700 000551‘ 

GENERAL FUND 
04511 ElALANCE,January1si 5 4,245.04 s 4,010.00 5 10,304.51 5 5,272.01 PRIOR 11040 ENCUM BRANCES - 
RECEIPTS: 
mxes: 

N
; 

ChesIerTwp‘ 44,000.00 130,410.00 150,000.00 75,000.00 ' 

0,111} \7 1 

Slalelcoimly 14,405.47 15,515.55 15,200.00 15,500.00 i'\.‘I /‘
1\ 

001171710115: 
- L '

i 

FEES: 300.00 325.00 400.00 500.00
I 

omen (SPECIFY)
I 

inierssuniiss 2.53 1.03 2.00 . Insurance Reimbursement 570.00 TOTALRECEIPTS s 50,430.00 s14e,251.50 5 155550.00 s 01,000.00 70701050510750 BALANCE 0 03005.04 $150,270.24 0 175,972.01 5 90,272.01 

EXPENDITURES: 
ssuerm s 15,030.20 5 9,000.30 5 10,000.00 5 25,305.00 1=e05o~01 SERVICES 2,712.05 3,357.03 4,500.00 3,500.00 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 30,409.00 117,033.74 125.0o0.o0 40,000.00 nesenve FUND

- FACILITI/PROGRAM expense 
MAINTENANCE - 1,421.55 0,174.30 20,000.00 19,200.00

I 
00114710110 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1, 00.00

I 

VANDALISM 5.50 
_ 

- 2,200.00 300.00 
TOTAL expenses 5 59,507.15 $139,955.43 s 170,700.00 '5 ‘00‘,405‘.00

I

I roman FOR2012 50112010 50122014 007001. 007041. 1507111171750 BUDGET
, 

_

i cr1si1 BALANCE, Decemhcl am 3 4,010.00 s 10,304.01 5 5,272.01 5 5,777.01 RESERVE Fund Balance s 2,000.49 5 2,070.71 5 2,072.00 5 2,075.00 LESS ENCUMERANCES 
"/ UNENBUMBERED BALANCE, 

-1 \ \ 
Deccnlbiuiflsl 5 0,007.17 s 12,075.52 5 7,344.01 5 7,052.01 2 4\0 <54 - Chesi1:rTvwnshlp pays s10,0001or Seasonal Mainiennnce slam 

, 

- _ 
in: rsnip a7I€D|5l7i0lC0mmissl0 

7040 Bidwell 
Joe Wclss, Jr, 
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Cllipezier flomnzhfp. 
aiiark gfifzitrfmi 

12701 CIILLLICOTHE ROAD CHESTERLAND, OHIO 44026 
440-729-7058 

wwmclu-stcrtwp.nrg ~~ 
icaiinnyéiae Living” 

FY2014 Beginning Balances / FY2013 ciiesici Township Park Districtllchial 
I 

12/31/13 

PURPOSE FDR20l3 ,nCruAL GENFIIALFUND 
CASH lAlANCE,Januuy m,2uiz 12375.52 

u ‘u . an H’ - Fkialvuasucumunmzas 
‘:31 L ‘F... .»-~

1 
v hyi. - ’-N ""' 

R£(EWIS¢ 
mxzsi Cne:IerTwp ssa.ann.aa

_ 
State/Caunlv u,sn.oa 

2 _i, 2Ul‘l res: 
3su.no amsn: lnlernrl/Mlsn: 

____9-£1-_>=_ 
Frank J‘ Giiha

I 
\ 10!‘ 

Tomlnsccivws 
n4,ssn.a7 Gflflllgfl count? /Nd TOTAL RECEIVTS K BALANCE 137,055.35 

Ewmnrruns: 
GENERAL 

16,309.13 Psnsouusskvicis 
4,122..» CAPIYALIMPIIOVEMENYS 

119,376.75 nssiavzruuu 
3.22351: MAVNTENANCE some as LJONATIDNS 
4,non,ne ___§ 

TOTAL D(PEN5F.5 173,599.59 

FOR 1013 RCTUAL CASH I/tlANCE,D:cnmher31, 2013 8,356.80 RESERVE Ffllld EIIHHCE 
3,113.5“ Lissiucumaiuucrs 
7ua.an ______ UNENCUMIERID I/“JUICE; 

Dzumbur 31,2013 :a,sac.;n >{ 
To the Chester Township Trustees: 
The Board of Park Commissioners of Chester Township Park District hereby submits the actual balances for the year commencing January I, 2014 for consideration of the County Budget Commission, pursuant to Section 5705.30 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Peggy Vitale, Administrative Assistant of the Board 

. Cl-l.ES'l"ER TOWNSHLP P 

Clay Lawrence 

Joe Weiss, Jr 

LanccYandc 
>

g 

“A PASSION FOR OUR PARKS" 
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CHESTER PARK DISTRICT 
RBQUISITION DATE: 7/3-7/‘,W& 

'l'o Ihe Board of Commissioners of Chester Park District, Chester Township, Ohio 

The following AMOUNT is requested in PAYMENT to: 

4%? /{)1/541741417/J" 9/ )?’m’»Tm[/ ‘7&¢v}1’(/L(,'z%J 
I L/ 

SPECIFICATIONS: mm Li/¢4,Z”U/44‘/fi;L /iwargzcwu -Waco 

c/( /4 77 

Signed: 

Comm, Title: /mwumaww 
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MINUTI-is inrcnesirr-zri TOWNSHIP PARK irjrsrrucr 
Meeting date: September 27, 2012 

oBaseball Field Renovation 

Mr. Eugene DiFraneo has been working to revamp the inficld as the weather permits over the past month. An extra drain was added behind home plate and grading along the fence lines and around the backstop to allow water to shed properly. Work involves grading of the entire infield including around bases and fences, shortening the infield by 6 inches to the proper dimensions and installing baseball infield mix and soil conditioner. Mr. DiFranco will maintain the field for the first year to ensure the proper upkeep is performed. Todd Bidwell will correspond with Mr. DiFranco on the progress of the baseball field renovation. 

oHoliday Lighting / Decoration Purchases 
Joe Weiss, Ir. con.t'u‘med with Rotarian representative, Mr. 
holiday liglrting/decoration project. 
Joe Weiss, Jr. made a motion for the Park District to fir 
the purchase of holiday lighting and decorations as deeme 
306 & route 322. All approved. Motion carried. 

Larry Corbus, that the Rotary will assume the full 

nd the Rotary their requested amount of $3, 000.00 for 
d appropriate by the Rotary for the corner of route 

NEW BUSINESS: 
oPark Bench Purchases 
No updates on the park benches were given at this meeting. 
0Park Maintenance 
Proposals for the park landscape maintenance will be solicite 
to Mr. Eugene DiFranco. 

d. A copy of the work description will be emailed 

olnvoices Paid
_ 

Check Amount Vendor Paid N umber 
I675 $675.00 The Pruning Co., LLC 
I676 $187.77 Margaret Vitale 
1677 $90.00 ODNR-Divisiorr of Parks 

-Total paid invoices amounted to $952.77 
Motion: Moved by Ron Downs to pay invoices as voucher. All approved. Motion carried. 

0 Dumpster Removal 
During the August 23'" Chester Township meeting, 
relocation of the dumpsters for safety concerns and 

the Park Conmrissioners requested the Trustees to consider 
the overall park aesthetics. Trash is oflen left by residents alongside the dumpsters when they are filled to capacity or when recycle items are too large to fit within the dumpster. An email was received by Mr. Gary Paolelto voicing his concern of the possibility of relocating the dumpsters to Herrick Drive and the extra traffic that would inhibit the Police Department besides making the neighborhood look worse. The second fire station, located north on 306 is being considered as the new location for the durnpsters although several issues by the Trustees need to be worked out before the durnpsters are moved. 
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Zimmerman, Charlotte 

From: Chester Township Park District <cltestertwppark@roadrunnercom> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 7:32 PM 
To: Zimmerman, Charlotte 
Cc: c|80@roadrunner.com; Joseph H.Weiss Jr.; ‘Lance S Yandell CDT‘ 
Subject: Chester Township Park District - DONATION 
Attachments: Consolidated Investment Corp - Dan Smitltpdf 

HiCl1a.r1ie. 

I am submitting this donation paperwork received by the Chester Twp Park Board for the purchase of a park 
bench by Dan Smith of Consolidated Investment Corp. to Judge Grendell for his review and approval. Thank 
you! 

Respectfully, 

Peggy Vitale, Admin. Assistant 
Chester Township Park District 
12701 Chillicorhe Road ( Chesterland, OH 44026 

6) 
‘m5 V 

/0’ I 
ct .)L(* We stfitt 

cl1eslertwg1mrk@road runnemom 

\l 
\'t 

440.382.4633 

K7/6/L?‘/'/b(j\U3 
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Qllrtezier filnhanghfp 
flfiatrk gaiztrict 

12701 CHILLICOTIIE ROAD CH.ES’l‘ERI.AND. OHIO 44026 
440-729-7053 

w\vw.cliestcrt\vp.org 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Clay Lawrence 
Joseph Weiss, .lr. 
Lance Yandell 

~~ 
“Cauntryside_L lg" 

January 6, 2014 

Mr. Daniel D. Smith 
Consolidated Investment Corporation 
8 Notth State Street 
Painesville, Ohio 44077 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

Thank you for requesting information on the Parkside Park Bench Donation Program. The enclosed 
brochure on the Park Bench Donation Program has a photo of the actual bench to be installed. The cost 
including a memorial plaque is $500 and payment should be made to Chester Township Park District. I 

am contacting you to follow up on your request to purchase a park bench for our spring 2014 
installation. 

This donation will provide you the opportunity to dedicate a bench in our bcautiful Township Park and a 
7" X 3” plaque will be mounted on the top slat of the bench back to l‘€C()gt‘ti’/I) your contribution as 
requested. The plaques are made of colored aluminum for elegance and durability. Enclosed is an 
example of a plaque design for your consideration. Please email to me your desired information or 
artwork For your plaque at cliestertwgparkfidroadrunner.com or you may return the bottom portion of the 
following page with your plaque information details. Tluink youl 

With Our Sincere Gratitude, 
I 2 

Peggy t ale, Admin. Assistant 
Chester Township Park District 
Commissioners: 
* Clay Lawrence - Jos_eph Weiss, 11'. - Lancc Yandell 

V r__ _

J /W '.’r°"'f.L;;c./»”" 
<FvJ7'(L pi‘) " I‘! 3,1 

“A PASSION FOR OUR PARKS” 
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MR. DANIEL D. SMITH, 
Please return this page orjust ll1e bottom portion ifyon are interested in purchasing a park bench and 
include your acknowledgement information in the enclosed envelope or you can email your information 
to ehestemvpp_a_rl_<@roz\drunner.com . NOTE: Names, logos, photos, clip art can be placed on the 
plaque. (University Hospitals acknowledgement plaque has been included as an example). If you have any questions contact Peggy Vitale at 440-3824683. Thank you!

~ University Hospitals 
Geauga Medical Center 

~~ 

Qt 

Acknowled ement Information 
Please include the following names, logos, photos, clip an on the plaque acknowledgement: 

fig ///z/P/M»//’5‘s 
:$’//Z 

5‘/<7/5?/>/4/z~ /274/ff? 
~~~ 

Cl OR, I wish to have my gift remain anonymous. 
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Community Services Committee 

Dear Chester Township Park Commissioners, 

I am pleased to inform you that 
The Kiwanis Club of West Geauga Board of Directors 
has approved $250.00 for the Parkside Restroom 

Refurbishment Project. 

Mr. Dave Puruczky 
Community Service Committee Chairman 

Rich A. Levine 
' Treasurer 

RAL 
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Commercial Account 3: C h a rte |‘ one 1-B66-262-4249 Statement 
Call cmrm oiirsntimaant Inytinlelor 
mount Inlamlatlon, tuntnt tall: and 
attswevstoyaurqtiestlons. o 07 5 PO Box 7000 

,
. ROP-450 @ P’°V"‘°"°° R‘ 029"" 

Beginning August 01, 2013 
through August 31. 2013 

CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 
12701 CHILLICOTHE RD 
CHESTERLAND OH 44026-2534 

Commercial Checking 03759 21 1
‘ 

3 " W“ “V 
011551511 IOWNSHIP PARK aisriticl 

Balance calwmion Business Green Checking 
1390917-173~4

1 Previous Balance 40,772.75
1 Checks 17,012.71 » 

Debits .00 » 

Deposits 81 Credits l.29Z.19 1 

Current Balance 25,052.23 = 

Vou can waive the monthly maintenance lee of $9.99 by maintaining an average daily balance in 
your account oi $2,000 or making 5 qualllylng transactions. 

Vour average daily balance used to quality this statement period is: 333.460 
Vour number oi qualilylng transactions this statement period is: 21 

A Non Praiit waiver is active on your account so monthly maintenance lees 
are not currently being assessed. 

P181/lout Balanto 

riunsacriou DETAILS 40-77175 
checks‘ meta Ira brmlr In tlmksequenm

I cant 7 Amount am clock 7 Amount Dim ‘ 

1809 150.00 08/02 1820 16.00 08/30 1810 47500 08/01 1821 2,655.74 08/27 1811 160.00 08/01 1822 1,063 . 20 08/26 1812 291.18 08/08 1824 ‘ 1,938.87 08/27 
1 13 23.10 8/07 1825 04.88 8/26 1 14 24.97 8/00 1828 3 . 8/20

. 115 1,838.87 /06 1827 1 .00 gm 4 1816 360.00 83/05 1828 3 .00 /28 
iii»? "i§’7"‘5 1.73% i353 1 $3383 837%? 1819 83021313 08/12 ’ ' 

G vouicmciis
1 

17,012.71
5 

Deposits 81 credits
I om Amnani Dcsuiptiori
I 08/22 1,292.19 Deposit ‘ 

® ioul Deposits 1. cmiiis 

‘I 
, 292 . 19 

e oimnt Balance 

25, 052. 23 

Wt (Iii-‘\'. 12-112} 
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Cheater Olnbansbip 
ifiatk Eizéttict 

12701 CIIILLICOTI-IE ROAD CIIESTIERLAND, OHIO 4402(- 
(440) 719-7058 ~~ COMMISSIONERS: 
Todd Bidwell 
Ronald Downs 
Joseph Weiss, Jr. 

*counu-ysaue .ivmg 

July 6, 2012 

NOTIFICATION OF: 

THE CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 

SPECIAL MEETING — BUDGET HEARING 

DNITE; THURSDAY, JULY 12"‘, 2012 

TIME: 7:00pm 

LOCATION: Geauga West Libraiy 
13455 Chillicothe Road 
Cl1estcrIand, Ohio 44026 

Contact the Park Adnlinistrative Assistant at 440-729~7058 with any questions. 
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VENDOR PAYMENTS 
PLAY & PARK STRUCTIIRIES: 

Item 

Playgronntl 
Equipmcnl 
|’|nygronn(I 
Equipment 
Park Benches 
Park Benches 

H&M LANDSCAPE: 
Itcni 

PM on C0l|S11'lIC110I1 
Pavilion Consmiclion 
Perm its 
I...1n<1sc.1pe 

Enhancements 
Volleyball Sand 
l3tm‘ier 

Volleyball Sand 
Bmticr 
lhcfl replacement 
Lnndscnpc 
Garden/Stone 

DIFRANCO LANDSCAPING: 
Item 

Baseball lnlield 

Baseball Infield Iinnl 
payment 
2013 Field 1"t‘ep/Drag 

Invoice Amount S1l1])pl:d Invoice 
/1 Date Date 
295118 $24,126.18 9/28/12 9/30/12 

305 15 $35,296.65 11/20/13 4/23/I 3 

30974 $2,655.74 6/21/13 6/21/13 
31726 52.65174 7/29/13 7/29/13 

S6/£734.31 

Invoice Amonnl Invoice Cltcckll 
/1 Dale 
15597 $10,209.50 8/7/12 1661 
15827 S 10,290.50 8/30/12 1669 
15828 $257.81 8/30/12 1672 
16408 $10,800.93 9/30/12 16114 

[7400 $3,920.08 9/30/12 16139 

17903 31,560.00 'T7?2o3 1754 

21195 $3,665 8/22/13 I832 

$40.703.82 

Invoice Amount Invoice Cheek)! 
1/ Dale 
PS 13L $21,240.00 10/18/12 1668 
DIAMO 
PS BI. $2,360.00 10/18/12 1760 
DIAMO 
31502 52.4 80.00 10/8/13 1846 

$26,080.00 

Cllcckll 

1683 

I761 

1303 

Check Dnlc 

8/9/12 
9/5/12 
9/20/12 
10/18/12 

Check Date 

1 1/21/12 

5/6/13 

10/21/13 

Clicck Date Cleared 

10/18/12 11/07/12 

5/6/13 5/10/13 

7/12/13 
8/27/13 

7/2/13 
8/22/13 

Cleared 

8/10/12 
9/21/12 
10/2/12 
10/23/I2 

' 

II/23/12 

5/7/13 

9/17/13 

Cleared 

I 1 I291 12 

5/9/20 13 

11/6/13 
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ELECTRICAL VENDOR PAYM~ 
1. PEERLES 1'.LF.C'1'R1C: 

lltem 

BB l"'iel(| Repairs 
V13 Lighting 25% 

V13 Lighting 42% 
VB Lighting 33% 
Electric repairs gazebo 
& pluygrouml 
Pavilion iightsl 
electrical wiring 
Heliriny Lighting 

Flagpole Light Repair 
Holiduy Lighting 

Gazebo Roping 
Holiday Electric 
Equipment Buyout 
Inspection 
1313 F1_t.:l(1 Light Repair 
Chester est 
B13 Light Head 
llolirlay Lighting) 
C0l'(1S 

1/18/13 
memo 
14047 
I/18/13 
memo 
14 190 
1/18/I 3 
memo 
14376 
14375 
14484 
14520 
14585 

CH ESTI-‘.R[,ANI) 121 .ECT1l 1C: 
item 

Gazebo repairs / 

pavilion security_iigh| 
Parking Lot Iixpansion 
Parking Lot Expansion 
Men's Room Light 
Fluorescent Light Pop 
Machine

_ 

invoice 
1/ 

2731 

2758 
2774 
2830 
2820 

H1-LITE MAIN'1‘I£NANCE: 
Item 

lilagmate Installation 

EL1£C'1'0L1'1'E: 
item 

Banner Installation 1 1 

lnvo ice 
1/ 

53 605 

Invoice 

4 8662 
4 8669 

Amount 

$1,589.00 
$6,162.50 

$10,353.00 
$8,134.50 
$225.00 

392500 

$1,450.00 

$720.00 
$1,450.00 

$605.00 
3900.00 

31 10.00 
$657.50 
$320.00 
$1,395.00 
$1,500.00 
$500.00 
$36,996.50 

Amount 

$678.57 

$4,500.00 
$3,750.00 
$291.80 
$290.00 

$9,510.37 

Aniount 

$3,065.00 

Amount 

$2 ,84 1 .65 

lnvoice 
Date 
6/27/ 12 
7/ 12/1 2 

8/27/12 
9/18/12 
10/16/2012 

11/1/12 

1/18/13 

12/27/12 
1/18/13 

4/1/13 
1/18/13 

6/28/13 
6/28/13 
8/16/12 
9/17/13 
11/25/13 

Invoice 
Date 
3/17/13 

5/13/13 
5/22/13 
7/20/13 
7/2/13 

Invoice 
Date 
4/17/13 

invoice 
Dale 
3/1 8/1 3 
4/ 1/ I 3 

Chccktf 

1643 
1651 

1663 
1674 
1686 

1697 

1713 

1716 
1723 

1740 
1749 

1307 
1807 
1826 
1842 
I860 

Clieekll 

1774 
1787 
1812 
1829 

Checkii 

1755 

Cheekll 

1737 

Check Date 

6/28/12 
7/12/12 

9/5/12 
9/20/12 
10/18/12 

I I/29/I 2 

2/7/13 

2/27/13 
3/13/13 

4/17/13 
5/6/13 

7/2/ I 3 

8122/ I 3 
10/1/13 
12/18/13 

Check Date 

3/21/13 

5/16/13 
6/13/13 
7/31/13 
8/22/13 

Check Date 

5/6/13 

C1|CC1( Date 

4/17/13 

Cleared 

7/2/12 
7/13/12 

9/1 1/12 
9/25/12 
10/23/12 

12/4/12 

2/13/13 

3/5/13 
3/19/13 

4/22/13 
5/7/13 

7/15/13 

21/26/13 
10/1/13 
12/Z3/13 

Cleared 

3/26/ 13 

5/221 1 3 
6/24/ 1 3 
11/8/13 

8/28/13 

Clenrcrl 

5/9/13 

Cleared 

4/22/13 
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~~ 
TREE VENDOR I’AYMEN' ‘S 

l. lNSl’IEVERl<',I) TRIEIE SERVICE: 
Item Invoice Amount Invoice Chcckll Check Dntc Cleared 

II Dale 
Tree Irinuning Full 814! $2,400.00 8/I/12 I657 8/9/I2 8/l 5/I2 
(lay ofpruning \vith 
lxuckcl truck that was 
supposed to take place 
in 20! I, never 
occurred due to min 
and soll ground 
conditions 
Tree lrinnning 8154 $3,360.00 9/6/l 7. |67| 9/20/I 2 ‘):'27/ I 2 
relnovctl 4 large 
conifers by VB courts 
& 8 diseased 
deciduous trees 

$5 760.00 

2..-\I’I'IX LAND MANAGEMENT: 
Itcnt Invoice It Amount Invoice Clue:-kl! Clrcelt Cleurerl 

Dnte Dale 
Plant I0 Norway l/Z2/20l3 375265400 I/22/I3 I70‘) I/2-l/13 |l25/l3 
Spruce / Clear bruslr 
near PD & VB courts 
Stump grinding norlll 4/I5/2013 $425.00 4/15/Z013 I781 5/18/I3 5/2 I/I3 
ofnew VB courts 

$1,690.00 

3. THE ruuN1N_G___coMPANv, LLC: 
Ilenr Invoice fl Amount Invoice Clrccldl Check Cleared 

Dale Dnlc 
Pruning I Consullntion Jan 2012 $390.00 US I/I2 I62] 2/2/I2 
Pruning / Inspection Sent 20l2 $675.00 9/20/I2 I675 9/27/I2 I0/4/12 
Pruning / Consultation Dec 20l2 $330.00 l2fl6/I2 I702 I/3/I3 I/7Il3 
Bid Assistance Mar 2013 $123750 3/20Il3 I728 3/2l/I3 3/28/I3 
Pruniugl Inspection Mny 20I3 SI ,252.50 5/12/20! 3 I769 5/I6/I3 5/24/I3 
I’runing/ Consulting Jul 20I3 3930.00 7/3 I/I3 l8l9 7/3 I/I3 X/I2/I 3 

$4,8 |5.00 
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BASEBALL FIELD MAINTENANCE 
I. I'IAR'I' ALCOIXN: 
cm Invoice if Amunnl Invoice Chcckll 

Date 
BI) I-‘icI(I Prep 6/I/I0 3625.00 6/I/I0 1473 
BB Fickl Prep 4/22/I I SI,884.U0 4/22/I I IS6I 
BB Field Prep 4/30lI I S|25.00 4/30/I I I554 
BB Field Prep 7/I2/I2 $650.00 7/I/I2 1646 

THE PRUNING COMPANY - RFI’ 
2. DAVE ALLEN: 

Item Invoice Amount Invoice Check/I 
II Dine 

RFP in Chesterland News 12/! 5/10 
RI-‘I’ RESULTS 2/8/I I 

D. ALLEN MEMO - ST 3/2/I I 

Pruni11g/I’|nnIing/ Admin 4/4/I I St,350.00 4/4/I I I548 
Pruning / Planting me1noriaI tree 6/24/ I I SI , ISO.t]0 6/24!/I I 1563 
SEE ABOVE FOR REMAINING DETAILS 

PARK GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 
3. LAND & SITE: 

Item Invoice II Amount lnvoicc Cltccktl 

_ _ __ Date 
A|)1'ilMainte11tn1cc 20I3-24 8 [$136.87 It/30/I 3 I756 
Installation ofslirub bed 20I3~33 3420-00 5/l0/l3 1776 
May M,.jm¢.,,q.,cc 2013-64 $l,93(x.87 5/so/13 1791 
Fire Station Patio 20I3-73 $2,425.00 5/3|/I3 1792 
installation / Additional 
Park Maintenance 
Jung Maintenancg 20I3-96 $I.936.37 6/2‘)/I3 I815 
_|n|y Maintenance 2013-I26 $I,936.87 7/3 I/I3 I824 
August Maintenance 20 I3-I55 $ I,936.87 8/30/I3 I834 
se[,1emb9,- M,,imcnance 

' 

2013-11111 $1,936.87 9/30/13 11:49 
Odom. Maimcnance 2013-240 $1 5311.37 10/31/13 

Irlenry House work 39000 
N()Vcn]hg|' Maintenance 2OI3-263 $I,‘)36.87 I I/30/I3 I867 

$I8,429.96 

Check Date 

6/8/I0 
512/] I 

6/6/I I 

7/I2/12 

Check 
Dntc 

512/] I 

6/27/II 

Clicck Cleared 
Date 
5/6/I3 5/8/13 
5/16/13 S/23/I3 
6/I3/I3 6/Z6/I3 
6/I3/I3 (1/26/I3 

7/3|/I3 8/(1/I3 

8/22/ I3 8/27/I3 
9/I2/I3 9/I6/I3 
II/I3/I3 II/I8/I3 

I/23/I4 I/27/III 
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__4. PROIFIIISSIONAI. IIOUSE CLEANING SERVICES: 
,—Ilem Invoice II 

A/_2_2/I3-5/13/13 Statement 
S/I6/I3-5/3 I/13 Slatciucnl 
Toilet paper ltoldcrl soap 19657 
tlispmtscr 
6/3/ I 3—6/28/ I3 Statement 
6130/ 1 3-7/29/ I 3 Slalcnncnt 
August Cleaning Various 

August Cleaning Various 

Scplcnthcr Clcaning Various 

October Cleaning Various 

November Trash 2 I70! 

5. M/\IIGARE'I' VITA LE: 
Item I-lourly 

Rate 

201 I Secrelatini Fees $13.25 
2012 Secretarial Fees $l3.75 
2012 .S‘ccrcIarial 1-‘ees $l5.00 

Annonnl 

_s3 15.00 
$330.00 
SI l9.97 

$450.00 
$437.33 
$180.00 

$325.00 

$360.00 

$180.00 

$45.00 
$2,742.30 

Annual 
llotns 
CLAIMED 
205 
244 
295 

Work out ofmy home, \vith no scl hours or sol daily tasks 

lnvoicc 
Date 
5/ 16/ l 3 
5/3 Ill 3 
6/28/I3 

6/30/I3 
7/2‘)/l3 
8/2/13- 
8/I2/I3 
SH 6/! 3- 
8/30/13 
9/6/13- 
9/30/13 
I0/4/I 3- 
l0/25/ I3 
I l/I4/l 3 

Amutal 
Amount 

$2,7l2,00 
$3,357.00 
$4,422.50 

Check/I 

I780 
I 794 
I 80 II 

1818 
I827 

I837 

I844 

1851 

1861 

Ii Checks 
Writlen 

79 
84 
l 64 

Check Cleaxicd 
Date 
5/16/13 5/22/13 
6/12/13 6/24/I3 
7/9/I3 7/I0/I3 

7/3 I/ I 3 8/2/l 3 
8/22/13 8/29/I3 

9/12/I3 9/I8/I3 

10/I/l3 I0/2/I3 

II/I3/I3 ll/I8/I3 

12/I8/I3 I2/24/I3 

ANNUAL 
HOURS 
VOLUN’l‘I:1I:IREl) 
I20 
I68 
168 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
PROBATE DIVISION 

GEAUGA COUNTY. OHIO " 

IN RE: ) CASE NO. 84 PC onor39'
) CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK ) JUDGE TIMOTHY J. GRENDELL 

DISTRICI‘ )

) 

REPORT OF THE MASTER COMMISSIONER 
PURSUANT TO APRIL 29, 2015 INSTRUCTIONS 

Pursuant to the court’: order of April 29. 1015, the Master Commission submits her 

report as to the status of her review and investigation of the Chester Township Park District‘s 

2015 funding and the question of any conflict between the Agreement between the park 

commissioners and the Chester Township Trustees and Judge Lavrieh’s prior order. 

2015 Funding 

I spoke with counsel for the park district, Mr. Gillette. and Commissioner Weiss. They 

instructed Fiscal Officer Vitale to forward to me the 2015 budget documents and other 

infomtatiori regarding the status of the district's funding. Those were sent to me and are attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. I asked counsel for the township trustees, Mr. Raskin, if the trustees were 

willing to meet with me to discuss both the funding issue and the Agreement. He respectfully 
declined the invitation, citing the trustees‘ continued objection to the court exercisingjurisdiction 

in this matter. 

The park district submitted its Annual Budget to the budget commission in July, 2014. 

The total receipts and balance was $105,720.30 and total expenses of S9l.940.00. The district 

budgeted for $75,000 in receipts from the tot-tntship, $14500 hom other governmental funds, 
Page I of 2 
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$500 from fees, $11,720.30 cash balance as of January I" and $4,000 in prior year 

encumbrances. 

Tire district’: Amended Certificate of the County Budget Commission dated February 17, 
20l5, listed Ir total of $94,999.78, comprised of $4,862.73 unencumbered balance as of January 

1, 2015 and three sources of funding: $10,500 from the local government fund, $4,587 from the 

library fund, and $500 in fees. This certification of funds was properly approved by the park 

commissioners at their March 18, 2015 meeting, Tl-re minutes of that meeting are attached as 

Exhibit B. 

Out of the $75,000 in funds expected from the township, $47,570 has been approved and 

paid by the township to the park district. 

It-uammrat 
Because the township trustees are unwilling to meet with me and the park commissioners, 

I am unable to report to the court whether the two boards have current conflicts regarding the 
terrns, conditions, and implementation of the Agreement. I raised a few questions regarding this 

Agreement in my earlier report; however, it is prudent for me to first meet with both boards 
before beginning a complete review of the Agreement vis a vis Judge Lavrich’s original order. if 

the court wants me to move forward and review the issue and make recommendations without 
the input of both stakeholders. l, of course, will do so. 

Respectfully submitted. 

M TRAPP, M ‘Commissioner Dated: May ll. 2015 
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ANNUAL PARK DISTRICT BUDGET CHESTER TOWNSHIP, GEAUGA COUNTV 
Fmm lhl: Burd DI CDMMIIIIONETI D1010 OIIGIIDTTDIMLIMD Plrk DI0lliC| 
To 010 Townlllp Trlu 
TM Bond DIPIIK COIIIIIIIIOIOHEII Dfuld Plfk DICMOI hereby luhmllt I1: IHMJII Budgal IOMIID V101 
00111111001109 JBMIIY ‘I, 2015 lot CDIIIHIIIIICII CY I00 Col-IIIIY Bulalt C0v11r11IuI0n, 01110110111 10 83011011

~

~ 
0705300101: 01110 Revlua 0009. Penny vIIeIe.A0mInIu0u1ne Au1:InnL 

D11: July 0, 2014 

1 COMPARATIVE AND ESTIMATED STATEMENT 
OF RECEIPTS, EXPENDITURES. AND FUND BALANCES 

PURPOSE FOR 2012 FOR 2013 FOR 2014 FOR 2015 
ACTUAL ACTUAL ESTIMATED BDDBET 

GENERAL FUND 
CASH BALANCE, Junulry 111 3 4,010.00 3 12,375.52 3 10,000.30 3 PRIOR YEAR ENCUMBRANCEB - 100,00 RECEIPTS 
TAXES: 

cnemr Twp 130,410.00 150,000.00 100,000.00 75,000.00 s1mICuun1y 15,515.53 14,070.00 15,000.00 14,500.00 

DONATIONS: - 

FEE5: 325.00 350.00 - 500.00 OTHER (0PECIFv) 
InIa1esIIMIec ruwa. 0 Port 04105 1.03 0,052.10 - - 
Innuranne Runburnm-111 - 

TOTAL RECEIPTS ' 

3 103,251.50 114 000.07 3 115000.00 3 00.00000 TOTAL RECEIPTS IL BALANCE 3 100,270.24 101 005,30 3 125 0110.30 3 105 720.30 

EXPENDITURES. 
GENERAL 3 0,500.30 3 10,300.43 3 11,000.00 3 29,740.00 PERSONAL SERVICES 3,357.03 4,422.40 3.50000 5,000.00 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 117,033.74 110,070.10 03,700.00 12.001100 RESERVE FUND ~ 3,223.50 3.22500 4.00000 FACILITVIPROGRAM EXPENSE 
MAINTENANCE 0,114.30 30,070.30 34,700.00 30,700.00 DONATIONS 1,000.00 4,000.00 1,000.00 4,500.00 VAIIDALIBM L . . . 

TOTAL EXPENSES 3 100,000.43 3 110 000.50 3 113 305.00 3 91,040.00 

FOR 2012 FOR 2013 FOR 2014 FOR 2015 ACTUAL ACTUAL ESTIMATED BUDGET 
CASH BALANCE, December 3121 3 10,300.01 3 0,355.00 3 12,405.30 3 13,100.30 RESERVE F0110 Balance 3 2,010.11 3 3.22330 3 3225.00 3 4,000.00 LESS ENCUMBRANCES 700.00 4,000.00 5,000.00 UNENCLIMBERED BALANCE, 

Dooamblr 31:1 3 12 375.52 3 10 000.00 3 11 720.30 3 12 700 Q7mA&Mw29«~- / ,1’ I 
menurrnmsmp Pm nunm C0111mIub1I0rI 

‘ 
I 7‘//' ’ 
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12701 CH"-LICOTIIE ROAD OHXD “flu 
440-719,-795‘ 

WWWr€IfI'll1W|.fll’[ ~~ '-cuum§ua£Lmi..»- 

FY2015 Beginning Balances / FY2011ChesterTownshtpFarl:Dl:trictA:tuaL[ 12/31/u

~ 

.lanuary2l, 2015
; punros: roe zou ACYUAI. 

;
. mam rum: 

1 : 
ms» n44.mcs,mu4~ m,1nu n,san.an 

l . max vux eucumluucss
; IECEIVIII
; 

-r4xu- master mp es,zao.44
, sm./ram, u,::a.sn
3 Fees: :4:M amen: Inremlt/Dun-tlmIlMIse 4.57:.“ , .

5 mm nzerlns 4s,su as
i run; ntcelrvsa nuance w,oez.s's 

. v 

exrmonunrs:
F oznelui. 21.00942
5 rmumu. sinvtczs a,s75.eo
; cmm iwnovzmms - 2s,zea.uo
; xrsuvs mun 1,224.9- 

MAINYENANCE so.:m.7s oouniaus 4 moo 
mm. expenses 93,454.25 

.

L 

2... mu ACYIIAI ! and Manta, December ax, 2014 5,637.11: awn", cm. us: In: uumn use-vs rum lalanu 22:43:
2 L155 sucumwwcss 

3 ouo.oe can-ma sauna-. Mullen rm
; uuzneumamea IALANCL 

Blunt:-1 :1. non 4,m.n
i 

To the Chester Township Tmsleea: 
The Board afPnrk Commissioners of Chester Township Park District hereby submits the actual balances for the year commencing January 1,2015 for consideration ofthe County Budget Commission, pursuant to Section 5705.30 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Respectfully Submitted by, 
Peggy Vitale, Secretary/Fiscal Officer aftlu: Board

~ 
pm /—=—/~ za/o ’ 
Date («Z/-— Z”; i 

Albert Parker 
, . Date / ' 2/ ' ‘ R.uthPhi1hrick , ,, ,. _,, 

. A . 3.444;. . (V_ Date vLanee Date 1 -Q — 

“A PASSION FOR OUR PARKS”
I 

Clay Lawrence 

~~~ 
~~ ~ ~~~

~ 
~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ 
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CERTIFICATE 01-‘ THE COUNTY BUDGET OOMMISSION 
AUGUST II, 2oI4 

The Budge! Commission offlnmu County, Ohln Ilcnhy mnlm Ihe fnlluwlng Offlclll 
Cellifiblle 0f5llil|lI£d Ruwlcca for ma fiscal year bzgjnnlng Jlnuuy 1, 2015 

[car Chuln PIFII Dlolrlct 

Unweumbered 
Blllltl Dlhev 

Fund I T '|"uI.Il 

I5 720.30 
Ilwunue OD Dam service Fund: .on . 

unds . $0.00 
Asuumcnl W. .00 

.00 .00 .00 . an .00 
. M) 

720347 00 137.00 7.! 
The any Cnumlsslou Aulhueenflles am In anon on In. furegnlng budget ma the Coumy Auditors ullnlle for an ms area): In neccsnuyw In Iuvizd wiminum wimm ma lomllllhlminn is sex forth in nu pmpeiwlmnmrnna plzrzding pm». me me Iom mum Ippnwcd for much mm mus guvmllhl -mm uflhe Ipproprhtlmk I-mm mh mm. 

2’ 
Badge! Comm!!! m or 

Budget commluion MEI)? 
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/Imminent fill 

Rtveuun F 
Service 

AMENDED 
CERTIFICATE OF THE COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION 

O.R.C. S7|l5.J§/370526 
Olflce ofllln Budge! COMVIIISSIDII, Gullgp CoIln\y. Clllnkln. Ohiv 

To 11:: Taxing Aulhuvlly n! 

Chnlar Townnhlp Flrk DIIIIIOI 

nbmzy 17,1015 m Ibllawing Is the mama omum cmllicaxe ofeslinulbed resources for an 
Iiscll ynr baginningllnuary 1. 2015 u ruined by me Budge: Cmwll-nllslm ofnid Cwmywhich mu men. nu ml uflppmprilionz mnduuny limu mung wen your. 

Ulmlcllmlmcd 
Bahnae DIM! ha. I I5 
:4 £62.78 7.00 

.00
. 

.00 
$0.00 

on 

.00 

.00 .00
. Tm! ‘ 
,(w 

B Cn SII II Member 

.7]

~ 
9
n

I 
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Chnler Park Dim‘-:1 
Page 2 

Unulcumbered 
Bnllllca 

Fund Jan I 2015 
GENERAL F 54,352.75 

PE FUNDS 

G F 

cAPrrAL F 

SFE ESSMEN D5 

E RP UNDS 

Taxes 
.00 

50.00 IDEX 
sna/slszxn 
UDLG 
PLF 
rvu. 
Other 

'1' 

Omar 

30.00 
$13.00 
$0.00 

$10,050.00 
$4,587.00 

$500.00 
575 000.00 ~ 

Tam 
999.1:

I

|

F 

1 

i 

i

L

»

~ 
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MINUTES of CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 
Meetingdate: March I8, 2015 

Call to order: A regular meeting ofthe Chester Township Par-it District was held at the Oeauga West Library in 
Chesterlar-rd, OH on March 18. 2015. The meeting convened at 6:01pm. Commissioners in attendance were; Clay hwrenoe, Albert Parker, Ruth Philbriclt, Joe Weiss 1 r. and Lance Yandell and Peg Vitale, Secretary/Fiscal 
Offioer. 

In attzrrdanoe and video recording: Del Lanese. 
In attendance: Ward “Bud" Kinney - Chester Township Trustee, lee Mazzurco — H&M Lanakcaping, lnc.. Catherine Pozzuto - West Geauga Baseball Federation President, Anthony Naxtasi — Chesterllesident 
NEW BUSINFSS: 
0 Chester Townglrjn hug o[Tru§te¢.r m Fund the Park Dlgtrlet At the March 13,2015 Chester Township Board ufTnrxtaer meeting a motion was made to hind the Park in the sum amount nf!47j70 at the request of Bud Kinney. 
cu nti 2015-2 and Felrr e la!‘ Me ‘n Minute: 
Malian 20lS-26: Moved by Lance Yandell to approve the regular meeting minutes for February 18, ZOIS as prepared and submitted, Clay Lnwrenee seconded, All approved. Motion carried 
:3 mgggn zars-27 Pggk rgmg Aeeouni 5'5gngj]j.;run; ggd I-‘inmjlr Rgngrfl [or an gfl Egg |_:g 2fl8I1015 ' 

Malian 2015-27: Moved by Larrne Yandell to approve the Cash Account Reconciliations and Financial Reports prepared beforehand and submitted for review by the Secretary/Fiscal Oflieer for period ending 2/28I20l 5, Clay Lawrence seconded, All approved. Motion carried 

0 Mutton 5-1 an Purchase Orderl 1015 and P hue otEle ‘e e re Malian 2015-28: Moved by Lance Yaadell to approve the purchase and open the Purchase Order 4128-2015 in the amount of $106.53 for the Illuminating Company for the purchase of March eleetrie supplied to the Park, Ruth Philbrick seeondai, All approved. Motion carried 

0 Motion 5- Pa hue 9-2015 d Purchase of Ru ah Removal Servlc Malian 2015-29: Moved by Lance Yandell to approve the purchase and open the Purchase Order #294015 in the amount ursro2.s2 for Republic Services for the purchase ofMar'eh rubbish removal services supplied to the Park referenced in lnvoioe it 0224-006028741, Al Parker seconded. All approved. Motion carried 
0 Motion 20] - 0 en Purchase 0-2 15 for It of I I PI Malian 2015-30: Moved by Joe Weiss, Jr. to approve the purchase and open the Purchase Order #30-2015 in the mount up to $150.00 to proceed with the purchase of a memorial plaque commemorating the donations received to fund the llowerbox purchase honoring Nick Artino as discussed last year, Clay Lnwrenee seconded, All approved. Motion carried 

0 M -31 0 en Purdue Order 31-2015 for ureh e {M I Cr I la Marion 2015-3|: Moved by Ruth Philbrick to approve the purchase and open the Purchase Order fill-2015 in the arnarrrrt up to $350.00 to proceed with the purchase and planting costs associated with the memorial flowering orabapple tree, as discussed last year. and to be planted this spring, Joe Weiss, Jr. seonnded. All approved. Morton carried 
Tharrkl to Joe Maizurco of lld¢M Landscaping. Inc. who has altered to donate the firm’: services to plant the tree. The coat of this service will he pmvlded to the Commissioners on the I<I&M letterhead for submission to the Probate Judge for lpymval and acceptance of the donated services. 

EXHIBIT

B 
Page-I-of! 
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MINUTES of Cl-[ESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 
Meeting date: March 18, 2D|5 

0 B lelnlll Federation GB Di ufBaIl Fleld Ute and e 
Catherine Pozzuto. West Geaup Baseball Federation President agreed to the Park Board plan to have Dil~‘ranr:o 
Landscaping, lno. prepare the field and to submit the $500 fee for two leagues that will be using the field. The 
ongoing lining ofthc lleld rm grime preparations will he completed by the wear. The Federation plans to 
have a coach vs. oosoh game on June 20"‘ at Prrkside to promote Chestsrland and t.he WGBF. The schedule for 
games is still in process and once available will be forwarded to the Park Commissioners for input to the Park 
calendar. Tire WGBF has made a request for the baseball field lights to be repaired. The lights are original from 
the 1977 installation and the Park Board is looking into options on how to upgrade I replace the lighting system. The Park Board plans to get the ball field lights operational forthis season ifoosl is permissible. 
0 otion - 2 rrrve llru Amend d Certificate ofthaC un ud etCornnrllsInn 
Marlon 2015-32: Moved by Clay Lawrenea to approve the amended olficial oertificata of estimated resource 
total of S94,999,78, for the fiscal year beginning January I, 2Dl5 as revised by the Budget Commission of Geauga County dated February I7, 2015 which shall govern the total of appropriations made at any time during 
stroll year. Joe Weiss, Jr. seoonded, All approved, Motion carried 
The funding soureea listed on the certificate are from two sources the State amino and Chester Township. 
0 tlun I l -33 0 rchlse Ordzr 3 -201 for Vent! aifrc Purclrrrru for the I’ I'll DI lrl Malian 2015-33: Moved by Clay Lawrence to approve up to the dollar amounts in sum total of $22,370 for the Park District 2015 purchase orders as follows: Auditor State of Ohio - $2,870, Kiwanis Of West Oeauga - 
$1,000, Bremeo Nurseries, lne. - $1,000, Dil-‘mrco Landscaping lno. - 35,000, Professional Cleaning Snvicés, 
Inc. $3,300, Margaret Vitale - $4,000. Illuminating Company - $4,000, Republic Services 41,200 per the approval of Park District funds at the 3/l3/2015 Chester Township Board ol‘Tnrstees meeting, Ruth Phillzriclt. 
seconded. All approved. Mntlon cnrrlrrrl 

0 Motion 1 0 en Blanket Put’ ale Order 34-2 1 I Park 1) Ir" P e es Malian 20lS-34: Moved by Clay Lawrence to approve up to the dollar amounts in sum total of $25,200 for the Park District 2t)l5 blanket purchase orders as follows: Perennial Gardeners Reconfigure irrigation system - 
3500, Park Grounds Maintenance Expense - 818,000, Park Flower Baskets Hanging/Removal Pee - 3500, Accounting Soitware Fee-UAN Training, Equipment Setup Expense -$1,200. Insurance. Bonds Expense - 
$3,000, Maintenance: Supplies and Plumbing Etpense - $1,800, Olllce Supplies and Postage Expense - 8200 per tlte approval of Park District funds at the 3/13/2015 Chester Township Board of Trustees meeting, Joe Weiss, Ir. seconded, All approved. Motion carried 

0 «Ii -50 ar d I Can H}! M and ' 

Malian 2015-J5: Moved by Al Parker to approve the Park‘: Landscape Maintenance contract be awarded to H&M Landscaping, Inn, at the same fee of $12,339.58 and scope of work tn last year to include trimming of tree branches to seven foot height clearance for the period of April 1 to November 30. 2015, since Park Commissioners are pleased with the work they have performed tart year, and H&M has responded to unexpected requests in a timely flashion, Lana: Yartdell seconded, All approved. Motion carried Ruth Philbrrclt and AI Parker will be the Park Commissioner contacts for the landscape contract. 
~ ~ o Motr'on2 I -36tn Awardl’ rltCIeanin Cont etto he Prat’ si all-louse Cl n n 

Mrzlion 20l5-36: Moved by Joe Weiss, Jr. to approve the Parks cleaning contract be awarded in Professional House Cleaning Services, Inc.. at the same fee of S4500/pcr day at 3 days per week minirntun. up to a total amount of $3,300. Scope of work as last year for the period of May I to September 30 and on an as needed basis, since Park Commissioners are pleased with the work they have performed last year, and they have responded to unexpected requests in timely fashion, Clay Lawrence and Ruth Philbrick seconded, All approved. Motion carried 
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MINUTES of CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 
Meeting date: March I8. 2015 

0 otlon 2015- Award Pa kBnsehallFteldP sr ‘ 

e Landau in . 

Malian 2015-37: Moved by Joe Weiss, Jr. to approve the Park's baseball field preparation to DiFmwo 
Landscaping Inc. in the amount up to $5,000 since Park Commissioners are pleased with the work they have 
performed int year, and they have responded to unexpected requests in timely fnshiou, Lenee Yandell and Al 
Parker seconded, All approved. Motion amen 
0 Moti n 20 A rave n Perform Park Plumhin ervi 
Malian 2015-38: Moved hy AI Parker to approve Freshley and Son to perform the required plumbing 
preparation work to open the Park restroom fneility in the amount up to 3200, Clay Lawrence seconded, All 
approved. Mutton carried 

0 Motion 201 A rov n lorPnI1tIrri etiou d 
Malian 20l5-39: Moved by Ruth Philhrick tn approve Frcshley and Son to perform the required plumbing 
work an Ilpgrlde the Park irrigation system to accommodate tlte flowerhoxea in the amount up to 8500, Clay 
Lawrence seconded, All approved. Motion esrrled 

o Motion 2015-!!! to Approve Flag Purchase 
Mallnn 2015-40: Moved by Lance Ynndeli to approve the purcime of s new flag required to replace the 
tattered flag on the flagpole in the mount up to 3200, Clay Lawrence seconded, All approved. Motion 
carried 

o Motion 2015-41 a A u e Hut I in and MI e e n: curred f UAN Trninln 
Motion 2015-ll: Moved by Clay Lawrence to approve the hotel, meals, parking and mileage expenses incurred 
by the Fiswl 0tTIcer tn nttend mandatory UAN training held in Columbus March 26-27 in the amount up to 
$750, Lance Yandell seconded. All approved. Motion earried ' 

0 ntion 201 I2 rov Baseball 17 Rue atlnn 
Malian ZIJI 5-42: Moved by Clay Lawrence to approve and swept the Ippliution made by the West Cveuugu 
Baseball Federation to reserve the baseball field with proper deposit fees of S500 ($250 fee per league) paid, Al 
Parker seconded, All approved. Motion earned 

o n 201 A rovn r wants Re nu or Cont 
Malian 2015-43: Moved by Lance Yandell to approve the Kiwanis of West Genugn to reserve the use ofthe 
Park for the Summer Concerts to be held on Wednenday evenings in the months of July and August, 20l5, Ruth 
Pllilbrick eeeonded, All approved, Motion carried 

0 olion 101 I: I for Walt Gnu I Recrentl ll ouncil Re: of ol tt rts 
Motion 2015-44: Moved by Joe Weiss, Jr. to approve the West Geauga Recreation Council to reserve the use of 
the Park volleyball courts for the Summer Program to be heiti on 7/9. 7/ 16, 7/24, 7/30, 8/6, 3/13 Thursday 
evenings in the months of July and August 2015, Clay Lawrence seconded, All approved. Motion carried 
0 Motion 201545 Annggve Pgyment of Purchue-Diahunement of Funds for M331; Motion 2015-45: Moved by Clay Lawrence to approve the dislnusement of funds through payment of 
sequentiui order check M972 to check M973 in the sum total amount of $509.05, Lance Yundell seconded, All 
approved. Motion enrrled 

o Momma] D51 (inflate 
Road Department Superintendent will ensure the power is working at the cemetery beforehand and rmrly for the Memorial Day Service held at loam. A sign will be made to udvmise the event. 
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MINUTES of CHESTER TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 
Meeting date: March 18. 2015 

a lnvaices Mg _ 

"ii Amount Vendor ma 
I972 $405.53 Illuminating compmy 
1973 3102.52 Republic Services 

Adjournmcnl: The mwling was odjonmed at 7:24 pm‘ 
Minlnu submlmou: Swat]-«Ix; 11 997%. Saulaay/7/4“! ogzm

~ § 
5.55‘/f 

Clay Ln , ommiasioner Da e ofnppmvll 

' 

2, 4/; ~/5 
Al F: , Canlmisslomr Dale ofappmval 

‘I ‘ ‘I /E 
'lbri ,Commissioner 1) oknpp valW I .. ”, > 1;]//; ,/Ll?

~

~

~ ~ Dale vfap roval 
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