
 

 
 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 
 

 
In re:      : 
 
Application of     : Case No. 2014-1555 
 
Joseph V. Libretti, Jr.     : 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLICANT’S RESPONSE TO CMBA’S MOTION TO STRIKE 
 
 
 

 
James F. Lentz (0073360) Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association 
Law Office of James F. Lentz Bar Admissions Committee 
P.O. Box 884 One Cleveland Center 
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070-0884 1375 East 9th Street, Floor 2 
(216) 410-6345 (o) / (216) 803-1862 (f)       Cleveland, Ohio 44114-1785 
jfl@case.edu (e) 
Counsel for Amici Curiae Citizens’ Institute 

For Law and Public Policy and CURE-Ohio 
 
 
Paul G. Crist (0011894) Rob Wall (0082356), Staff Attorney  
2233 Wellington Circle Ohio Justice and Policy Center 
Hudson, Ohio 44236  215 East Ninth Street, Suite 601 
pgcrist@yahoo.com Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
Counsel for Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Counsel for Amicus Curiae Ohio Justice 
 Association (CMBA)  and Policy Center
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 Applicant respectfully requests that CMBA’s Motion to Strike of 6/24/15 be denied. 

Applicant deeply regrets if he gave any impression that he seeks to “re-litigate and defy 

this Court’s order” or to engage in “subterfuge.” See CMBA’s Motion to Strike. 

The reason for Applicant’s Citation was in response to allegations he had not disclosed a 

court case. See Response of CMBA to Amici of 6/16/15. That allegation has not been withdrawn. 

Under the Rules of Practice Applicant’s only option was to submit a Citation to Authority 

that would also demonstrate he had disclosed the court case. Applicant was prevented by Sup. 

Ct. R. 17.09 from commenting on the merits but was restricted to filing a Citation. 

Absent the opportunity to file the Citation, Applicant is without a remedy to appropriately 

demonstrate his continuing compliance and his desire to comply with his duty to disclose.  

CMBA has openly indicated its purpose in filing copies of an unrelated court case was to 

allege Applicant’s lack of candor, thus impermissibly arguing the merits and necessitating 

Applicant’s response with Citation to his prior disclosure. See Response of CMBA filed 6/16/15. 

Applicant would respectfully request that if the Court determines his Citation should be 

stricken from the record, that it also find that further filings by either party in the form of case 

pleadings that function as a continued argument on the merits, should also not be accepted. 

Applicant sincerely appreciates the time and effort allotted to this case by the Court and 

regrets any inadvertent offense that has been caused. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman, Esq.   
 Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman (0071599) 
 5001 Mayfield Road, Suite 201 
 Lyndhurst, OH 44124 

(216) 381-3400 (o) 
(216) 381-3865 (f) 
dzh@dzh-law.com (e) 
Counsel for Applicant 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned certifies that a copy of the above Citation has been served the 2nd day of 

July 2015 by email (and U.S. mail as to the Bar Admissions Committee) upon the following: 

Paul G. Crist (0011894   Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association 
2233 Wellington Circle   Bar Admissions Committee 
Hudson, Ohio 44236    One Cleveland Center 
pgcrist@yahoo.com    1375 East 9th Street, Floor 2 
Counsel for CMBA      
 
Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman (0071599)  Rob Wall (0082356), Staff Attorney 
Law Office of Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman Ohio Justice and Policy Center  
The Jefferson Centre Building 215 East Ninth Street, Suite 601  
5001 Mayfield Road, Suite 201 Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124 (513) 421-1108 x 18 (o) 
(216) 381-3400 (o)    (513) 562-3200 (f) 
(216) 381-3865 (f) rwall@ohiojpc.org (e) 
dzh@dzh-law.com (e) Counsel for Ohio Justice  
Counsel for Citizens’ Institute For.  and Policy Center 
   Law and Public Policy and CURE-Ohio 
 
Robert L. Tobik (0029286) Pamela Daiker-Middaugh (0041716)  
John T. Martin (0020606) Avery Friedman (0006103)  
Erika Cunliffe (0074480) C. Timothy Murphy (0091128) 
Jeffrey M. Gamso (0043869) Amy Hollaway (0092665) 
Linda Hricko (0077012) Carole Heyward (0061750) 
Paul Kuzmins (0074475) Doron Kalir (0088894) 
Christopher Scott Maher (0055318) Kenneth Kowalski (002487) 
Cullen Sweeney (0077187) Stephen Lazarus (0014693) 
310 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 200 Kevin O’Neill (0010481) 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 John Plecnik (NY 4465746) 
(216) 443-7583 Peter Sayegh (0091547) 
ecunliffe@cuyahogacounty.us Daniel Dropko (0075817) 
Counsel for Amici Curiae in support of Joseph Buckley (0041290) 
 Joseph V. Libretti, Jr.  Christopher Maher (0055318) 
      Dennis Terez (0024878) 

Fifteen Attorneys And Law Professors in 
support of Joseph V. Libretti 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
   /s/ Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman       
 Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman (0071599) 
 Counsel for Applicant 


