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Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any otherprovision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
' Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a munlcipal corporatlon should fill in the informatlon called for by headings prlnted above.)

(Voters who reslde in munlcipal corporations should flll In the information called for by headings printed below,)

Slgnature County City or Vlllage Street and Number Ward/Preclnct I Month /Day/Year

'#;b 
Dan*,

tt'ntt'"t"ttt.1 .- lh - Dnrrr)
lnltlal

Prlnt Last Name

tfo/ft5'rtr r3L
;rty/vilra8t/Townshrp _r .+

))J-*--,-), , *1, -
Mar0/Prectnct vtu? 7 :ounty/\

/t-d.a-w't t
'""g''-L? rs"

Ti,anl, ,ll'ltofl
?twtrl*fe hn tYz L 4l) ba#- nltlal

Pilnt**n* 
f, //rn 7

"T_\'HYil,'"'"ff 
175 4 1','"iilry (]tt,inat

ilar0lPreclnct "'rtib74 ^,Hrl o /u1
uare or )rgnrnt

q'--2 z-/\

ffi"-.- R,a "Til.Uffn i.r Br'ook s nttiat p

"'"'H'h o olls
\ddress on flle with theloard of Election 4

3t4q Auou.cfus DR,
dfi';T"U "l i, OH "iiYb?,g """""Ada^, '"'4YJ-2-- l.(
4. Signature

fi/.o /) I Pr'ntFirstName (!'h t' i-s
ntriat 

ll

-

TIffiilibn OH asb73 -[fda/ns
K':^*^E\nnJ,vn

Pflnt Fr[4{ame
{ ,tn,ia-

nitial

Print LaSt Name

rL
-";;;;"'P::;^[,;. 

.f,,r^ ^ nA
y/Villrgefrownlhip Il

)ll^^+ ?1,.,,,,*i'
ilardlPrftrnct

()q.,,* Vs t"q,3
:ounty

o,l^,*^
)ate of Signing

c) -') r -/i-'ffifr^- 
r0r, ar^

',r,t,rrt,'r*"^. -\ t l1-L) l 
n':4

I PrintLastN:I\e--

I I)(t,r)zl,rt
'"/rr^;'i'\7"*'*:, ( lp t A I

I

"'{i/fi:;:"'" l*t.rL ,v
Zio Codeu(tiJ4 A-.t,,,^,*

Jate ot 5rSnrng / ,

Q/-z4,tC
/*P; g,Dl/r-' 'u"Yf;"i"r, . "E. ('- v e. c t,o., t/ ^,r,",f, e:. e _

PnntLastName /-V;; 
C r,, * { f

\ddr6ss on file wIYthe Board of Election

4tD E, q+" 9t,ne l-
;ili:l;.T t,, ,,h v

uard/Precinct '\'q ir4
ounty

A a,"l ?
oate ofsignin8 , Yq-2A- l5



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct I Month/Day/Year

4t ll'l G
ilat

/q.-l
Prtnt Last Name

/u€7(-7
n

t4 t: 44 ( Ccyrs ftl
-rry/villa8e/ I ow/lsnrp

fu's
/uardlPrecrnct Zip Code

%(!r 7
County

A.(a-- s
.e or Jrtnrnt

7 -22 -/ t'-
Prid First Name

Y i,^n) u.r n
nn'"' rs

Print Last ttlne t\roun.llc Cs
n

Lil tr >95t
-tty lv llaqtll I owt

NV,,,, e<lL f
Iy'ardlPrecincl

Y{t qc/ County I I

Ada lvt 5 I -l-)-,r <

L, DD
Print First Name

4 tLaPL-t t,
Print Last Name

DEUEtr
)!Ee$-on 

iile with the Board ot Electaon

3r3 /E Sry*l sl-
IrtY/Vrllage/TFnshrP

M xldne<
Code

tl s,qt^ Ado ms
ofSiSning

1.

zy'z''

Print First

P,int Ld-

'.(! to^

(,<-, r
n

/,1, 5, Z-, A --)
i';;';"'il 1, -..t -o

ilard/Precinct

/> L-/.i' / 4l ,4.{x "-,. =,

Date ofSigning

V-.t ,-../
2--/ 5

"frtiliu^ '?t\#t",-.1.1,p n n @'*(
Plrnt bst Mme <-fruln C

qddress on file with the Eoard of Election

l'l?b r{talwutnu P.d

J

:itylvi

)"1
1tp

h,'n
Ward/Precinct Zrpcoder , lcounty lDateofsiBning

zJ5&-.urr J vlda-5 lq- as-t+

''W,.^L-L -A-/a*rz-l-,- Name

l?rt</,*T?";;-":frI: 
ao t/s '/(,,n

/Vard/Preclnct Zlp Code

v90/6 ""''h /o- * 4 9-ze* /s-

'i-[^\h,r Grtfr AAa,^

"'"'''i{-dQo[*h^( nltlal 
J

Prlnt Last Naine^ -\ [\ \

QCK\tflncrn
\ddress on tile wlth'

bq(,6*iX&o* \.n
ii\ftF'''il w,r.'*.r \) r'vardlPrecinct 16l i"- '"'"n AAatvrr\ ^\'A2, Is



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Dav/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County city or Village I Street and Number I Ward/Precinct I Month / Day / Year

7^-!LJ^.
ffi 

-

I / trtd* I

Prlnt Laltililme
*<1

lddress on flle wlth thg,Aoqrd ot Electl9n r' I n L

I k5/ (/,r-*-1,,W,, Y*,-r-
tellpwnsnrp

// brv,ty<_
ruaro/Preclnct "i'i', /,,yA l'"" 

" 1 ,/ o .^ i lU"j''Uz- 
* lrr-

e'tnt t"tt N"^)zd-r., 
n .?

\ddress on llle wlth the Eoard o? Elecflon

lis ct t j f-- -LL <+
,ilraa€/Townshtp

/tY\.r,.,,^V(,,(<{
MrdlPreclncl

4 511//
)untv

{/Ao,ms
Date ofJISning

I -p3 t5

'.1;l, il r rn,-, &1t',b)s:

PT )r" Iib- 
^

/1{A nn,.,/+

Prtnt 
'st 

Narne 

.1--]a) Fr,A-S
qddresi on Ille wlti the Board ot Elecflon

4zr 't 5T (r 3 vr*:';)::fi"ry 
i lnlyrr ,^,L 6 "V?lnQ3 '\'l';-zl.s

7Vhnu,Hil,(Lt u;
Prlanflrsu'lame\1\ anr nr$tr

Prlnt Lasl-Na{ne

\ Nt.RrrxS
l/"n

lit C'n'A^r \,,,(. '. r) \\
NV^(kAr

/var0/Preclnct (s tq.\
,"r.,, 

N.\rr\\\
Date of Slrnlnr

@-c{ '\)/ (s
19. Slgnature

l*A,

PrlntFlrstName 

-'
l,^ ^,

_t
t^r1

Prlnt Last Name

YY1,,-trrr\,, I
n^

B6rt1 S+ 'Rl 4
erry/vilrate/ l0wnsnrp

, hi<>l Ilnrcnj,,
i/ar0lPreclnct '''4[\5c13 :ountv

I\rln rrr'' (
Darq of SlSning

'1/lz- /t<

7*7L*/ il,/*--; r.ntnretfff-,".,2 
r7 h / //oz /-l-, nitial

Prlnt Lastllame / -/

'r);*"rur'il;u 
,!r)k P/)

crrY/vilra8e/rowrffirp I -t,/seL t /t,u) "uy lip Code

{FLr 1 '""b/&ft.- )ate ofslgnln8 -/a924{

0 U**
fslx'+r s=€irrrt> nltlal /1fl
Prlnt Last Name

/1 I,,,

l.? 'i? ; \o .., LIo ll n *r R l)
:itwvillageflownshlp I ,

ttt P:l l/ v ,t u
ilard/Precinct iooe

4{bcr A h,: tttt s ;"'iL/ t(



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Dav/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

City or Village Month/Day/Year

El

^>tltr

^,1 Q,t( / L^ .( - 2--/ 5

ti ../
D Ura,n <S--

Print First Name . ,
)(e-"r.rcafl,\ V a^

Print Last Name )

V-a u

--o[.w- i1] fo*h\* ob\" 4f,ttc)

w\d t1

t?r; 1

Address on file with the goard of Election

Zza 2 -r t.t 7Yf



FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between L990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter

challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) tiberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives
fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any persqn or entlty.
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6lectors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Volers
5216 Beechmont Ave.
Cincinnati. OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)

(Address of circulator's flermanent residence)
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route

6b

State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnif,red by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be refened, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519,01(4') of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certi8/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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NOTICE , 
'

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(AlTitle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(Bl Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

(1)

(2)

(3)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(a) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any pgrsgn or entity.

,..



electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

-. - -r^{\r^ters

,
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. n .0

4t^k-^r,
tl 3i+

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIF'TH DEGREE.

(Address of circulator's permanent

Zip Code
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Number:

INITIATIVE PETITION

| 1z-ctl
Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
r Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attomey's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certiff that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



\NOTICE
' Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FItE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and !ntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
endtheprovisionsandpartsofthisActareseverable. lfthisActandanotherlawareapproved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.

(4)

(s)



- \ (G) Lega! Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any persbn or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

;4I,
circulator of the fo
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to^be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

NZ Zfo3z
Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

declare under penalty of election falsificatiolr that I am the

I p.tition paper containing the signatures of QE--

tt'<>

Cincinnati, OH

(Address of circillator's permanent residence)
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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TITLE

Ohlo Drug Price Rellef Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certit/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE

.Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your nome, residence, ond date
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501"382.
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
.Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 .

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code,

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)ritle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) DruC Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where
the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2O!7.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



-.(G) 
Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay..q civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person of entity.
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STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

,, (;{, &,v". , declare under penalty of election falsification that I am the
circulator of the foregoing petition paper containing the signatures of s2 G.,
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by' EducaEd Voters

5216 BeechmontAve.
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. 

I
tr,L.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

St.t" Zip Code 
:

FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
FIFTH DEGREE.

(Signed)

(Address of circulator's permanent
Number and Street, Road or Rural
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Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certit/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified votel is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Yottr nome, residence, ond dote
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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irty/villa8e/ Iownsnlp trardlPrecrnct :ip Code lounty Date ofSigning
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NOTICE ,
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382,
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

8. Signature Print First nitaal

Prant Last Name

\ddress on file with the Eoard of Election

:ity/Village/rownship ilardlPrecinct :ip Code :ounW )ate ofSigning

9, Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on tile with the Board ol Electron

:ity/Villageff ownship ilardlPrecinct lip Code :ounty )ate ofSiSninS

10. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ot Eledion

:ity/vil laSe/Townshrp ffardlPrecrnd lip code :ounW )ate ofSigning
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\ddress on file with the Board of Election
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12. Signature Print First Name nitial
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\ddress on file with the Board of Election
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13. Signature Print First Name nitial
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Month/Day/YearRural Route orother
Post office Address

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipalcorporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

15. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageftownship ,VardlPrecincl lip Code :ounty )ate ot Srgnrng

16. SiSnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Addresr on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageflownship ,Vard/Precincl Zip Code County )ate ot5igning

17. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

city/VillaSeflownshi p Maldll Zip Code :ounty late of Signing

18. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Board ol Hectron

:ity/Villagefrownship Uard/Precinct Zip Code County )ate otSiSnang

19. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Vil lagefrownship rVard/Precinct :ip Code :ounty fate ot SiSnang

20. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villa geflownship lr'ardlPrecinct :ip Code :ountY Jate ol Srgnrng

21. Signature Print First Name nrtral

Pflnt Last Name

on file with the Board ol Election

Ir'ard/Precinct Iip Code iounty Date of Signing



NOTICE 
,

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

22. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board ofElection

City/Villagefrownship Ward/Precinct Zip Code LOUnty 9ate oi Signing

23. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

:ity/villageftownship ,Vard/Precincl lip Code :ounty )ate otSigning

24. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Eledion

:ity/Villagefiownship NalolPtecl lrP Code :ounty Date ofSigning
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Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ofElection
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25. Signature Print Frrst Name nitial

Print Last Name
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 2017.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



-(G) 
Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges, ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 BeechmontAve'

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the

to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
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State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH ONTNrcN.

(Address of circulator's permanent residence)
mber and Street, Road or Rural Route

illage or Township
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE
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SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certit/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified vote[ is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

SiSnature I County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct I MoltJr./Day/Year
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2. Slgnature Prlnt Flrst Name lnltlal

Prlnt Last Name

\ddress on flle wlth the Board ot Eledlon

;tty/vilrage/Townsnrp flar0/tsrectnct llp Code :ounW oate ofSlgninS

3. Sisnature Prlnt First Name nltral

Prlnt Last Name

\ddress on flle wlth the Board of Electlon

:lty/Vlllageflownshlp ,Vard/Precinct ZIp Code :ounty Date ofSlgnlng

4, SlSnature Prlnt Flrst Name nitial

Prlnt Last Name

\ddress on tile wrth the goard ol Eleclon

:lty/Villagefiownship rVard/Precincl lip Code :ounty Date ofSigning

5. SiSnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageflownship ,Vard/Precinct Zip Code :ounty Date of Signing

6, Signature Print First Name nitial

Pnnt Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

lr'ard/Precinct Zip Code :ounty late ot 5r8nrn8

7. Signature Print First Name nitaal

Prlnt Last Name

\ddress on flle wlth the Board of Electlon

lrty/villa8e/Townshrp ward/Precrnct Zlp Code lounty )ate ofSigning



NOTICE ,
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

8. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

on file with the Board ol

Mardll Zip Code :ounty Jate ol Srgnrng

9. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Eoard of Election

Matd/Prec Zip Code County )ate ofSigning

10. SiBnature Print First Name nttaal

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board ot Election

Caty/VillaSeflc Vard inct Zip Code County iate ol5r8nrn8

11. Signature Print First Name nrtral

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Board ot Election

City/VillaSe/Iownship Vard/Precinct Zip Code :ounty )ate ofSigning

12. Signature Print First Name ntgal

Print Last Name

Address on lrle wrth the Board ot Hectron

City/VillaSeflownship rVard/Precinct Zip Code -ounw Date ot signing

13. SiSnature Pnnt Frrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

qddress on iile with the Board ot Election

Caty/Village/Township /VardlPrecincl :ip Code Date ot 5r8nrn8

14. Signature Print Flrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board ot Election

Jrty/villa8e/ I ownshrp NatdlPtect lip Code :ounty Oate ofSigning



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Month/Day/YearRural Route orother
Post office Address

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

15. Signature rnt lrrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

ity/Villageffot zip code :ounty )ate ofSigning

16. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageftownship UardlPrecinct zip Code County )ate of Signing

17. Signature Print First Name nrtral

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Village/rownshi p IVard/Precinct zip Code :ounty Date otSigning

18. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/villageftownship lip Code :ounty Date ofSigning

19. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

aity/Vi llage/Township Ward/Precincl zip Code County Date ot Signing

20. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election
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21. Signature Print First Name nitial
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Dav/Year

22. Signature Print Farst Name nr0al

Print Last Name

\ddress on tile wath the Board ot Election

Jrty/vrllaSe/Townsh ip NatdlPtt Iip Code )ate ol Srgnrng

23. Signature Print First Name nitial

Prant Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

Itylvrllage/lownshrp

lward/Precinct

lip Code )ate ol5rSnrng

24. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on lrle with the Board ot Election

jrtylvrllaEe/ I ownshrp NatdlPt :ip Code :ounty Date ofSigning

25. SiSnature Print Farst Name nrtral

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/f ownship Var lct Zip Code Lounty )ate of Signing

26. SiSnature Print First Name ntral

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

:rtylvrllage/ Iownshrp y'VardlPrecinct Zip Code County Jate ot Srgnrng

27. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Eoard ot Election

:ity/Vrllage/Township /VardlPrecinct 1ip code County late ot 5igning

28. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1-990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and !ntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter

challenged in court.



(D) DruC Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly,for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no
later than July L, 2017.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffioy adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) tiberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional

provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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rarsincationq4Jamthe
circulator of the fbregoing petition paper containing the signatures of dft
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my p*s6ffi, tt e
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 BeechmontAve.
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)

(Address of circulator's permanent residence)

. Number and Street, Road or Rural Routeu
City, Village or Township

S+D4o

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































