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EXHIBIT H-3

Part 3 of the Part-Petitions Circulated by Ms. Harper Statewide



Number:
00tt0r6

1r niv'
county: (n*X

I

!NITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohlo Drug Prlce Rellef Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase ofprescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act,"
e Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act,
. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost,"
. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act,
. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose,
. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged,
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceabte, but shall have no other personal liability,

. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and eontain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional aetions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Offrce under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is Iiable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature Cou nty City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOT!CE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified vote[ is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

\fuhoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/DaylYear

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below,)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified votel is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.
(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio
and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and !ntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 2OL7.

( ) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or

regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining

provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in fullforce and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) tegal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

, declareeclare under penalty of election falsification that I am the
paper containing the signatures of 4-

hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
circulator of the fo ng petition
electors, that the signatures appended
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by 

Educated Voters
5210 Beechmont Ave.

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. 
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Number:
I0{J(l a2t County:

INITIATIVE PETITION
41895{

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

rIrLE petition: 151213 la
ohio Drug Price Relief Ac Pafl' 22

/
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SUMMARY Valid: lnvalid: C

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attomey General.

. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

/



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified votel is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your nome, residence, ond dote
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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2. Signafure J Print First Name A nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board ofElection

:ity/Village/Township /yardlPrecrnct lip Code )ate of Signing

3. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Villagefl-ownship Vard/Precinct Zip Code ounty late ot 5igninS

4. Signature Print First Name lnitial

Pflnt Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ol Election

:ityNillagen l/ardlPrecanct Zip Code ounty )ate ofSigning

5. Signature Print First Name lnitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageflc zip code lounty Date ol SigninS

6. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Eoard of Election

UardlPrecinct :ip Code :ounty Date ot SrSnrng

7. Signature Print First Name nitial

Pflnt Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

jrty/vrllage/ Iownshrp Nard/Precrnct aip Code :ounW )ate of SigninE



NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382'
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

with ink. Your residence be
Signatu re CountV Township

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

8. Sisnature Pnnt Frrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Board ot Election

-rtylvrllage/ I ownshrp Iy'ardlPrecrncl lip Code County )ate ofSigning

9. SiBnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

-rty/vrllage/ I ownshrp Ir'ardlPrectnct Iip Code :ounty Date ofSigning

10. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on tile with the Eoard ot Election

Ity/vrllage/ I ownshrp ruardlPrecrnct :ip Code )ate ofSigninB

11. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ot Election

NatdlPt Zip Code :ounty Date of SiBning

12. Signature Print First Name nrUal

Print Last Name

qddress on flle wrth the tsoard ot tlectron

:ity/Villageff ownship Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date ot SiSning

13. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Vil lageflownship Ward/Precinct lip Code !ounty )ate ot Signing

14. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print [ast Name

Address on tile wath the Board ol Election

:ity/Villageft( zip code County Jate ot srgnrng



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Month/DaylYearRural Route orother
Post office Address

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

15. Signatur€ Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Eledion

:ity/Villagefr( ruardlPrecanct :ip Code :ounty Date ofSigning

16. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the goard of Election

:itylvillagefrownship ilardlPrecinct lip Code )ate ofSigninS

17. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the goard of Election

/Vard/Precinct lip Code :ounty )ate of SigninE

18. Si8nature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

{ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villagefrownship /Vard/Precincl lip Code :ounty )ate ofSigning

19. Signature Priht First Name nitaal

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ofElection

lity/Villase/f ownship y'Uard/Precinct Zlp Code :ounty )ate ofSlgning

20. SiBnature Print First Name nitlal

Prlnt Last Name

\ddress on flle wlth the Eoard of Electlon

war0/Frectnct Ilp Code County late oi slgnlnS

21. Slgnature Prlnt Flrst Name nlflal

Prlnt Last Name

\ddrris on flle wlth thr goard of Electlon

MSrO/PreCrnct zlp codr County Date ot slgnlng



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

22. Signature Print First Name nrtial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Eoard of E

Lrty/vrilage/ r ownshlp uard/Precinct :ip Code :ounty )ate ot5rgnlng

23. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Eoard of

Matd/l zip code jounty Date of Signang

24. Slgnature Prant Flrst Name nitlal

Print Last Name

cddress on tile wlth the Board ol Election

:ity/VillaSe/Township ilardlPrecinct Zip Code :ounty late ofSigning

25. Slgnature Pnnt lrrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

on file with the Board of Election

Jrty/vrllaSe/Iownshrp ,VardlPrecincl lip Code County )ate ot SigninS

25. Signature Pflnt ltrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on tale with the Soard otElectaon

jrty/vrllage/ Iownshrp ilardlPrecinct lip Code :ounty late ol5i8nin8

27. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villagefr A/ard/Precinct zrp code :ounty Date of Signing

28. Signature Print First Name nitral

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageflownship ward/Precrnct Zap Code County uaie ol:



FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) ritle.
ThisActshall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and Intent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of Insurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2017.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Lega! Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional

provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my freseice on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 BeechmontAve
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section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
t Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act.
. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain

conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions

required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(,4,) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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(4)

FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.

lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.
(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter

challenged in court.

(s)

(5)

(1)

(2)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(L) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of Insurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



', (Gl Lega! Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave'

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the afflrxing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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to the General Assembly.
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby

certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811N. Main St.
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Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section gSOf.gdZ
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20t3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) DruC Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severabllity.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



"lG) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

,, 
1< ,)i ,- {krr€9 , declare under penalty of election falsificationlhat I am the

circulator of the foQoing p.tition paper containing the signatures ofab 

-

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave.

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. J.{

(Signed)
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Number: 00r100{j

INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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the GeneralAssembly.
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attomey General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWNE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:
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Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
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Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
,Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 ,

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
' Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

with ink. Your name. residence. and date
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year
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NOT!CE
Whoever knowingty signs this petition rnot" tl19n once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between L990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(L) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiBy adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



jo1 rcgal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



^/ , ,/ I SilTNUNNT OF CIRCULAToR

'V Q' *W W / , declare under penalty of etection falsification tlat I am the
circulator of the r*goffi-p.mo, paper containing the signatures or 2)9-
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by 

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave.

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

'iz?,)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

N,?. r,,T#gat'

FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
FIFTH DEGREE.

(Address of circulator's permanent residehce)

|.lumber and Street, Road or Rural Route\r
City, Village or Township
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

052597

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

a

a

a

a

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions ofthe Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

a

a

a

a



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives,
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(L) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where
the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2Ot7.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Libera! Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining

provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'1G1 tegal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Votgt:"^
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(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

o5251)8

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding u.ry oth.. provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain

conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Govemor to take any additional actions

required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attomey General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146
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Columbus, Ohio 43219
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need,

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.

(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter

challenged in court.

(1)

(2)

(3)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and
the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer
for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no
later than July 1, 2OL7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives
fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the

purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attomey General.

Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certit/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(Al Title.

ThisActshall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2OL3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 201-4 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where
the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2017.
(a) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



" (G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

,, ( l,', kr *rt , declare under penalty of election falsification th4t I am the
circulator of the d*g"trg p.tttt"n paper containing the signatures of DQr)
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave'

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purpor[ato be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

tr @
FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
FIFTH DEGREE.

(Address of circulator's permanent residence)
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382'
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
'Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress
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(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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15. Signature

''i LA-1r
'1r,, /'-,

r\arne<br, nrtral

Print Last Name

.Te.rn l(
) a)/ ff)nlc;.

itylvillaSe/Iownship

ltt t llqin--
lratd / Precinct Zip Code

1s/, ? _t

-""^"j 
4r'tr.an

rre or >rtnrnt

/tt 4,t .- / ('
16. Signature

\|
v,- ,X.r-t c1-z : . O.t-+/

PrinttirfN,ame 
L_ Q

nitial

"\F.T>y
\ddressonfilewiththeBoardofElecti?n/ / /, u

///7,/ D'ril / llono'-u' -P
-tV/vntagel towlshty

4 d c 14 s'e ., ./ ./-\
ruardlPrecinct :ip code .,/i 6 q'// \ a- {= / -4"' Date of Sicnine- -; :;"- ?ro r'J,/C/ ' -

" ))orro%,-,O l
raam tiEwittr ttre goeftr ofElEction- ./

t *&'!rd / ,{*/// 4 q l)on {<,r,n

.a

rllagefiowrFhip

{io- K\ rtn rktto "'^'l/ 4clsh
Date of Sieninr/b:37:

18. Signature

t-no,,ti,r* G,,t0 ,r x
"'ntt'{t*il-",r {-l-nP i

nitial

PrintlastName ^ - I

14,, * l-0Y-'*'il"{f""ffiT"
Dn t\,s R.(

:ity/Villagefrow$hiF-

I t\o t [r={r-n
A/ardlPrecinct *ifr-LQD '"',1'\cle k=.,\r,fr iriJ.a-ls

19. Signature Print First Name ,
lAJi l/ ,.,.vt

nitiS
Print Last Name

'/ttOh

t'77 .iin L,"'bn,l P..),
:ity/Village^'ownship ,/

f A, , r'lh ttt4
,vard/Precinct zip Code

,15tfi5'
ounry,-

tit.'rk(s\i<t
3 Or 5rgnrnt

J/t*2/)*l(

U^*^-" ,r,n, r,r.,$ff_"., 
tt^,.._ (diEEX nitial

Print Last Name

l,^) (1e,nr,-^

Jq,l fD r?-t! S+. AP1 ZD
City/Vil lageflownshi p

tDett s*on
ilardlPrecincl zip Code

U Stl le ,\Achson i'Liilu/,t

wlJtt --7-rc-r->- a/



NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 '

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipalcorporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) ritle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1., 20L7.

Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidv adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Libera! Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.

(4)

(s)



'(G) Leeal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

, declare under penalty of election falsification
circuiator of the f<iregoing petition paper containing the signatures of
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

OH

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the

illage or Township

foa- 6D-A-
State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

Educated Voters

(Address of circulator's permanent res
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County:

INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

052607

The Actwould enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any otherprovision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

' 
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
o Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act.
. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attomey General.
. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



Cf,RTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) ritle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20t7.
Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.
The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.

(4)

(s)



' (G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR
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, declare under penatty of election falsification (hat I am the

circulatoroftheforegoingpetitionpapercontainingthesignaturesofJ3-
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. 0)
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INITIATIVE
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PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE
052 6 09

Ohlo Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act,

a

a

a

a

Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

\0



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certiff that the summary is a fuir and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOT!CE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.38?
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified vote6 is liable to prosecution.
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(3)

FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People ofthe State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Sectlon 194.01

(AlTltle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.

lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

(4)

(s)

(6)

(1)

(21

(3)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, n-or any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1.) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July i., 2017.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(e) Leeal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional

provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

I, , declare under penalty of election falsification that I am the
going petition paper containing the signatures of =}€)_electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the

date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters

::,: ussutll]lontAVe.
urncrnnati, oH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports tr be or of an a y in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

fi
S D/qep{1JG

)d)

^

2q
_ (Address of circulator's permanent residence)

'-\umber and Street, Road or Rural Route

-/lur
t clt}l. village or TownshiP

A- (rt;b 1z'

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

Zip Code

FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
FIFTH DEGREE.
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

o

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

052610

a

O

a

a

a

a

a

a

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $ 10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby

certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWNE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
Wfioever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

1, Slgnature

,'ri* z-

on file with the Eoard of Electlon

on tile wlth the Board of Election

on flle with the Board of Election

on file with the Board ofElection

on file with the Board of Election

on file with the Board of Election



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.3E2'
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Month/Day/YearRural Route orother
Post officeAddress

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

8. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

qddress on file with the Eoard ot Eledron

:ity/Villageff ownship Ward/Precinct zip Code County )ate ot Signing

9. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

ward/Precinct Zip Code Countv Date of Signing

10. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

ruard/Precrnct Zip Code County oate ofSignins

11. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on tile with the Board ot Electron

:ity/Village/rownship rVard/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing

12. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villagefro &ardlPrecinct Iip Code -ounty Date ol srSnrng

13, SiSnature Print First Nam€ nitial

Print Last Name

on file with the Board ot Election

:ity/villaSe/Townshrp /Vard/Precinct zip Code :ounty Date of SigninB

14. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

{ddress on file with the Board ofElection

:itv/Yillagefiownship Ward/Precinct zip Code County )ate ofSigning



NOTICE \*
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.381/.
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

tbL(Lt
Print First Name ,'117.-rrctt n*tat 

/v
Print Last Name

ti,
Address on file with the Board of Election

1(,a (i,r,,+ l^ AAi "lnt r.rorn A*.trl ,t,* {r
'L"rttllt,u.

vard/P9hct

'sc9'L lluc Ksr.,t tllo / r I
16. Signature

tdhalt tuja- r,t ,hl*/^/.,
erint rirst nane 

)./'rffi th /1,, zl ^it'"tl /
Print Last Name ' -

^""'fi"i;'" 
fr;;ii'"'.n ,/4, (X, o 

", 
o r 4arif itn q4'/ t/

*''t771*17 
/ r, ,t

M_agRtecinct

t45/{z "' 
fuf,K{.r,,t

Date of Si8nhg .

ttt-/v
17. Signature Print First Name '/ nrtral

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

lity/Villageflc Mardll zip Code County )ate ofSisning

18. Signature Print First Name nitial

Pnnt Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villagefr NatdlPt :ip Code :ounty )ate ofSrgnrnS

19. Signature Print First Name nitial

Prant Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Village/f ownshi p rvard/Precinct :ip Code ounty Date ofSigning

20. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Electior

City/Villagefl'ownship /Vard/Precanct Iip Code :ountv )ate of Signing

21. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

litV/Villa geftownship Ir'ard/Precrnct lip Code County )ate of SiBning



NOTICE

Whbever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Dav/Year

x

x

x

X

(

X

x

22. Signature Print First Name ntlal

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Electaon

:ity/VillaSen-ownsh ip A/ard/Precinct zip code County Jate ol5r8nrn8

23. Signature Prrnt Frrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Eoard ot Election

:ity/Villageftown! y'l/ardlPrecrnct Zip Code :ounty late otSagning

24. Signature Pr,nt First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file wath the Soard ofEledion

:ity/VillageftownshiP ,Vard/Precinct Zip Code -ountv )ate of Signing

25. Signature Pnnt lrrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

:itylvillageff ownship iVard/Precinct Iip Code :ounty Jate ot SrgnrnS

26, Signature Print First Name nataal

Prrnt Last Name

Address on flle with the Board of Election

Sity/Villageffo flard/Precrnd :ip code :ounty Date ofSigning

27. Signature Print Farst Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

-ity/Villagefrc ilardlPrectnct Zip Code County )ate of Sagning

28. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\00ress on lrle wtth the Board ot Election

:ity/Villageff ownship ,Vard/Precinct Irp Code :ounty late ot Si8nang



FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.
(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,
drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and !ntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

( ) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



I

. !U) 
Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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.1, STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

,,? ) f t l\a t P L, declare under penalty of election ralsification
ciriulator of the foiUgoing petition paper containing the signatures of 

-

that am the

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my ffisence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters

5216 Beectlmont Ave'

Cincinnati, OH 45230

lstQt
p,

.J:t

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports tg be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

City, Village or Township

SeSd
Zip Code

FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
FIFTH DEGREE.



Number: 00fi02$

INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

I

General Assembly.

052614

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certiff that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DCWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink, Your nome, residence, ond date
Rural Route orother

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipalcorporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

' "^^'";h,)nr' 
L/i L

Print First Name

\t i 111t \
nitiar 

K
Pilnt Last Nafie I

i-r, t t,., I lO <
'IE";'-'ff,]i:'[,r rt Chrtrr l,.R*, A J,'. ks.,,, , Clr,c'

5.i?.Kt,,r
&ardlPreclnct Zip Code

"15utt t)
'oun") r.('kS 6:t1 il'"'iY/a,,, {

2. SlSnature Prlnt First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on flle with the Board ot Elcctlon

"lty/vllraSe/Townshlp /!r'ardlPrecinct lip Code :ounty )ate ol siSning

3, Signature Print First Name nitial

Prlnt Last Name

\ddrcss on fllc wlth the Board of Electl0n

:lty/vlllaSerrownship N ard I Pteclncl llp Code :ounty )ate ot SiSninS

4. Slgnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

lddress on tile with the 80ard ol Elecflon

:lty/vlllaSe/Townshlp lr'ardlPreclnct Iip Code :ounty )ate ol 5rgnlng

5. Slgnature Prlnt FIrst Name nitial

Prlnt Last Name

qddress on flle wlth the Board ol Eledlon

,tty/vilrage/ rownshrp flarolPrecrnc zip code -ountv )ate of Signing

5. Sisnature Pilnt hrst Name ntlal

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board ofElection

:ity/Villageff ownship /Vard/Precinct Zip Code :ounty Date of Signing

7. Signature Pnnt Frrst Name nrtral

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

:iW/Vallageffownship trr'ardlPrecinct Zip Code ounty )ate otsigning



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

8, SiSnature Print First Name nrtral

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ol tlectron

:ity/VillaSeff ownship /Vard/Precinct Zip Code jounty )ate ot5i8nin8

9. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ofElection

:ity/Villagefrownship ilard/Precinct zip code -ountv late ot Srgnrng

10. Signature Prant First Nam€ nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ofElection

:ity/VillaBe/To, ilardlPrecinct lip Code :ountv )ate ol:

11. Signature Pnnt ltrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageflc trard/Precinct lip Code :ounW )ate ofSigning

12. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on tale with the Board ot Election

Uard/Precinct Zip Code -ounty Date ofSigning

13. Signature Print First Name nitial

Pnnt Last Name

\ddress on file with the Eoard of Election

:ity/Villageflownship vard/Precrnct zip code L-ounty Date otSiSninB

14, SiSnature Print First Name nltial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the goard of Election

:ity/VillaSeff ownship y'VardlPrecinct Zip Code LOUnty Date ot SlSning



NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month / Day/Year

15. SiEnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on flle with the Board of Electaon

uard/Precanct ZIp Code County Date ol SlBninS

15. Slgnature Prlnt Flrst Name nitlal

Print Last Name

ess on flle with thc Board otElectlon

rVardlPreclnct zlp Code County Date ot SlEnanB

17. Signaturc Prlnt Flrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on fllc wlth the Board ol El€ctlon

rVard/PrecinCt Zlp Codc .ounty Date of SlSnlng

18. Slgnature Print First Name nitlal

Pnnt La3t Name

\ddrcrs on flle wlth the Board of Elrctlon

,vard/Precinct Zlp Codc lounty Date ot Slgnang

19, Slgnature Prlnt First Name nltial

Print Last Name

\ddress on flle wlth the Eoard of Election

ruard/Preclnct ZIp Code :ounty Date of 5l8nln8

20. SiSnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on flle wlth the Board of Election

:lty/VlllaEeff ownship trardlPreclnct :lp Code :ounty Date ot Slgnlng

21. SiSnature Print First Name nltlal
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter; is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

(a) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



" (G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



, declare under penalty of election falsification am the

STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

circulator of the foregoing petition paper containing the signatures of
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave'
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

igned)

(Address of circulator' s permanent residence)

City, illage or Township

State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

'3/
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the GeneralAssembly.
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

(DH

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

' Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act.
. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain

conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions

required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certiff that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation;

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter; is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified vote[ is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382,
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS
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(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(AlTitle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 201-4 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

,/



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Legal Defense.

'lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



-r2, , L/ STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

,,dec1areunderpenaltyofelectionfalsificationthatIamthe
circulator of the ibregoing petition paper containing the signatures of :&_
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 BeechmontAve.

Q.{ame and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)

f G.*"
Address of circulator's permanent residence

and Street, Road or Rural RouteNumber

for!
City, Village or Township

Ne-_ 860Q-r
State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

t
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Law ProposefUv lnitiative PetiMn First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohlo Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

QCV 6Jrd-)
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

a

a

a

a

provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

/\



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attomey General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is Iiable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 l

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Dav/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature Countv City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FltE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Yeat
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382,
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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(3)

(4)

FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(AlTitle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.

lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

(s)

(5)

(1)

(2)

(3)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 2017.
(a) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiav adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) LeCa! Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

I ..1^^r^-^ ,,-,{^- ^-^^r+., ^s -, declare under penalty of election falsificatiolthatv t' , declare under penalty of election falsificatiolthat I am the
ing petition paper containing the signatures of .!€

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my preseXce on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave.

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

Number and Street, Road or Rural Route

City. Village or Township

tISry

State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Govemor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(,{) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your nome, residence, and dote
Month/Day/YearRural Route orother

Post office Address

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month / Day /Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Dav/Year
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(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between L990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and !ntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.
(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter

challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



:(ellegal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

, declare under penalty of election falsification that I am the
foregoing petition paper containing the signatures of J&

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it pu
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

td

f#,,,
lage or Township

Lz @b
State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

*

attorney in fact acting pursuant

(Address of circulator's permanent
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route



000004 County:

INITIATIVE PETIT!ON

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

70s 541

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519,01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certiff that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWNE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between L990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers, This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Lega! Defense.

'lf 
any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

, declare under penalty of election falsificatio4 that I am the
ciriulator of the foregoing petition paper containing the signatures of
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave.5216 BeeChmOnt AVe. \'1'e DCx'cnmont AVe.
H 45230:;nnati, oH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

B ID-(0r.
(Address of circulator's permanent residence)
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route

<c6o3b
Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

State
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Number: nm)005

INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

county: Kq

General Assembly.

L{
1

The Act would enact Section 194,01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

a

a

a

a

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act,
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General,
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

a

a

a

a



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519,01(,{) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attomey General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS
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(2)

FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(AlTitle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

(3)



(1)

(D) Drug Pricing.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where
the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2017.
Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffi?y adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.

(2)

(3)

(4)
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, (G) Legal Defense.

. lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

, declare under penalty of election falsification I am the
ing petition paper containing the signatures of

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by 

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave.

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)

(Address of circulator's permanent res
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., Number: 0u()00il County: -7/ /(,

INITIATIVE PETITION 7t,S549

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other nr";r(t
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for i'tf6
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also;

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
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Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
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Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
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Columbus, Ohio 43219
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are
added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

ThisActshall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findines and Declarations.
The People of the state of ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising
health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and
2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and
cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on
specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers
for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.

(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio
and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting
this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

( ) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals
responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on
appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable
attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of SIO,OOO to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

I, , declare under penalty of election falsification
circulator of the ing petition paper containing the signatures of
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by 

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave.

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
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(Address of circulator's permanent
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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I
INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohlo Drug Prlce Rellef Act

SUMMARY
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Nl'
The Act would enact Section 194,01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provtsi$.,,/
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for thi
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conllicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certit/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its

circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
Wh,oever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of'the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Dav/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petitidn
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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Y NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.
(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,
drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(L) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining

provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

' H any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to.aly psrson or entity.
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circulator of the foQoirrg p.tltio, paper containing the signatures of <:cJR
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the

date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am

employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 BeechmontAve.
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
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Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Govemor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Acl

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby

certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38l l N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOT!CE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 perient between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 201-7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S1-0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters

Cincinnati, OH 45230
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section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
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TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

2e

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if chatlenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attomey General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are
added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(Alritle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the state of ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescriptiondrugcostshavebeen,andcontinuetobe,oneofthegreatestdriversof rising
health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and
2073, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and
cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on
specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers
for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.

(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio
and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and !ntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting
this Act:

(1-) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid
by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals
responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on
appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable
attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S1O,OOO to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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circulator of the 6i"goirg p.tition paper containing the signatures of J
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by 

Educated voters
5216 Beechmont Ave.
utnonnau, uH 45zJU

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

, Village or Township

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

(Address of circulator's permanent residence
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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TITLE
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SUMMARY
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is Iiable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.
(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter

challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2OL7.

(a) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffi?V adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



-(6) 
Legal Defense.

lf iny provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



circulator of the foregoing petition paper containing the signatures of
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in mylresence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beecltmont Ave.
Gineinnati' OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purportlto b,g or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
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Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.
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county: *Jt$.i,'

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certi8/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is Iiable to prosecution.
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NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

ThisActshall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.
(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on
specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio
and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and Intent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly,for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other

discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1-, 20!7.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or

regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining

provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'{G} Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45280
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TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Govemor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOT!CE
, Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below,)

City or Village Street and Number Month/Day/Year
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NOTTCE .

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.3b2 ,

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

' Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Month/Day/Year
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising
health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.
(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on
specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio
and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2O!7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or

regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining

provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals
responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

county: (^OU

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certit/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
' Whoever knowingty signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Dav/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/DaylYear

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE i
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/DaylYear

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(AlTitle.
ThisActshall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.
(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter

challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions sothatthe net cost of the drug, as determined bythe purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1., 20t7.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



.'(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals
responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal, The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable
attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally.liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my p-resence on the

date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and

that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am

employed to circulate thispgtition by

-^:Irlcated Voters
16 Beechmon

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and

belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the

signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed) 
-: # I 3t t\vp €- G^.q.*],; -' 6

Number and Street, Road or Rural Route

JPI\I
/ City,Village or Township

Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.



Number:+ County: rlnoY
70s55?INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

Co V aj^A-
(b r{

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

a

a

a

a

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

a

a

a

a



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter; is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your ond be
Signatu re County Township

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re Cou nty City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
bf the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipalcorporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition'
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

must
Signatu re County Township

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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(3)

FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

ThisActshall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.

lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

(4)

(s)

(6)

(1)

(2)

(3)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20t7.
( ) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



-(G) Legal Defense.

'lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney'sfees and expenses incurred in defendingthe validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liabil,ity to any person or entity.
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, declare under penalty of election falsification ftlt I am the

STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

circulator of the foregoing petition paper containing the signatures of
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

5216 Beechmont Ave.

v
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports tg be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)

reqr4 t^x t),+@
(Address of circulator' s permanent residence)

ANumber and Street, Road or Rural Route

{hL
City, Village or Township

FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
FIFTH DEGREE.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

Zip Code

l



county: (noX
INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

?0s558

to the General Assembly.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, ahio 43219



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your nome, residence, ond date
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipalcorporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your and must be
Signature County Township

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Month/Day/Year

Last Name ,
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ol )*- <l^r<ihr.t;1 9+V(<'1.-
I i''Vt y?h o v'\

rte ofSigning

ls Irz-[ t, {

Zip Code

tJ lct lLl



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) ritle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findines and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising
health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between L990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.
(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepati.tis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.
( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio
and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting
this Act:

(L) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives
fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals
responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable
attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

\ , declare under penalty of election falsification tlrat I am the
going petition paper containing the signatures d2?.,_

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by 

Educated Voters
5216 Beechmont Ave.
Gineinnati; OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed) / /-:)L- t-z
(Address of circulator's permanent

_ \umber and Street, Road or Rural Routegl\x
CitJ', Village or TownshiP

,fuffi't 
st'ot.

@b
Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.


