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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

')
county: \1nCi -1.4 

,
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to the General Assembly.

04VclM-)
(DFL

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your nome, residence, and dote
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

b4o 1r\,^e,. I(n_ IPJ

brg, Lf
Signature

/ -// S "-/'>-<./-'.-

{ rds v, iol z(
0 e"r

\,$e(t'to

Signature

(,

/C cfr*/S

f-L, e



NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your ndme. residence
Signatu re County Township

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTTCE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
ThisActshall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(5) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and Intent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

\



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 2017.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffioy adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.

/



* (G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to a.ny persgn or entity.

l,



electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5a16 BeechmontAve.
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purportsJo be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

ouo'
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(Signed)

(Address of circulator's permanent resi
1 G ,*e rl LLF #/Rl N\

State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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INITIATIVE PETITION
70s561

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohlo Drug Prlce Relief Act

SUMMARY

QCVlgLe)
(,D|+

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose,

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
r Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certiff that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



NOTICE
*no.r", knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
bf the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition'
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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NOTICE'*no"r", knowingty signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
' of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Dav/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipalcorporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 '

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between L990 and

20L3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent,

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives,

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the sarne as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Legal Defense.

'lf 
any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



1,2

STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

, declareclare under penalty of election falsification that_I am the
paper containing the signatures of A+..circulator of the ng petition

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave'
Gincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purportsJo be^or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
F'IFTH DEGREE.

o

(Address of circulator' s peimanent residence)
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TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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to the General Assembly.

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attomey's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Govemor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
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NOTICE
*no"r", knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOTICE .

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) ritle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2073, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where
the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiav adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



" (G) Leeal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to artyrpersbn of entitY.
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date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters

Cincinnati, OH 45230
(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
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Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohlo Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining 'onet cost."

. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain

conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions

required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certi$/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(AlTitle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Flndlngs and Declaratlons.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio,
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

Bovernment payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 2017.
Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidV adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.
The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.

(4)

(s)



l(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signafures of the persons whose names they
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that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Cincinnati, OH
(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purportslo be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.

INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certi$ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(L) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care,

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 2017.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffi?y adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(GlLeeal Defense.

'lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional

provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.
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date sEt'opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
Q216 Beectrmont Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.
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TITLE

Ohlo Drug Prlce Rellef Act

SUMMARY
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The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Aet,"

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act,

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost{'

' Authorizes state departments, agencies anh other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act,

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

' Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability. 1

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby

certiff that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its

circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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NOTICE
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

(a) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'{G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



I ,, STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR
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, declare under penalty of election falsification that I am the

.i n paper containing the signatures ot &-
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the

date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave.
Cineinnati, OH 48230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to^be or o[an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
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INITIATIVE

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

6Va-hN
KDI+

county: KnOX
PErrrroN 1tlt566

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby

certifu that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
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Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter; is Iiable to prosecution.
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NOTICE
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FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1.990 and

20t3, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

( ) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.
(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.
(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 2017.
(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiay adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in fullforce and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



. -(C) Legal Defense.

' lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



I STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

,,declareunderpenaltyofelectionfalsificationAatIamthe
"ir on paper containing- the signatures of L
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5216 BeechmontAve.

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signed)

Lls2a c
(Address of circulator's permanent residence)
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route

I )l
/-- - -.|{-(= /qq u\ 6-)

t.\L-
City. Village or Township

AE qCnZ )L--
State Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.
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0000.1.8 
Number: __________ _ ;t! G ~l) .. lYK= ... · . County: --=~,.,...::~=>----''-~---Jr+-----

INITIATIVE PETITION 

Law Proposed by Initiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly. 

TITLE 
211-~9.2·' ... 

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act 

SUMMARY 

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision 
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the 
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state 
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U.S. 
Dep~ent of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also: 
/• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act." 
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act. 
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost." 
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the 
provisions of the Act. 
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose . 
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect. 
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General. 
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a 
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged. 
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in 
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable 
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be 
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability. 
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain 
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect. 
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions 
required to promptly implement the Act. 
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 

~,,~~:,- ~ 

-$ ............... 

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the 
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby 
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law. 

'. . . 
MIKEDeWINE 
Ohio Attorney General 
August 3, 2015 

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS· 

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its 
~culation: 

WilliamS. Booth 
1243 Wilson Dr. 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 

Daniel L. Darland 
3811 N. Main St. 
Dayton, Ohio 45405 

Tracy L. Jones 
5903 Bear Creek Dr. 
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146 

Latonya D. Thurman 
2618 N. Cassady Ave. 
Columbus, Ohio 43219 

\ 



-~ N~a .. 
Whoever knowingly signs_ this petition more tha'n once;· except as provided in· section 3501.382 
of the. Revised CQde, .. signs a name other than one's own on this petition;: or signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

Signature 

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH. BOARD OF ELECTION-S . 
(Sign with ink. Your name, residence, and date. of signing must be given.) 

County Township 
Rural Route or other 
Post office Address 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in· the information-called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings 'printed below.) 

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct 

Print Last Name 

Month I Day /Year 

l_ 

.. I 
. I 



NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except a~ provided in section 3501.382::. 
of the Revi~ed Cod·~; signs a name other than one's own on this petitiqn; or signs this petition 
when not a qualified_voter, is liable to prosecution. ' · 

, . :.--.:.MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE'WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
! 

Signature County 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) , 

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct 

) 

\ 

Month I Day /Year 

Month I Day I Year 

.I 
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1 " NOTICE , 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition;' o·r signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Signature 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information.called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature· Street and Number Ward/Precinct 

Print last Name 

Code County 

Month I Day I Year 

.;1 



NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.38Z· 
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Signature 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature County Street and Number Ward/Precinct 

Month I Day /Year 
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~ -~(G) Legal Defense . 
.]' I~ ~~ 

If any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of 

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals 

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a 

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. In the 

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's. Proponents shall be entitled to asse~t their 

direct and per-sonal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on 

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable 

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. In the 

event that the Act or.any of its proVisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of 

any appeals, to be unenforceable_ as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional 

provisions, the Propone~t~::::~h~J1:9o~Jpl!ltly:and severally liable to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to 

the State of Ohio, but_ ~I;}~H;~;qye.,r:lp-_0ther\' :pe.tsonalliability to any person or entity. 
()f.~:t:-> i·hJ ~~~3r:r:.·.~; 
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j '\ . '- tJ STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR . 

I,_ r i ¥ · }Jc{ {' ~ .. , declare under penalty of election falsificati~at I am the 
ctrculator of the foregomg petttlon paper contammg , the stgnatures of ~f03F""--s----­
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the 
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they 
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuantJo section 3501.382 ofthe Revised Code, and 
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am 
employed to circulate this petition by 

· · Educated Voters 
5216 Beechmont Ave. 
C1ncmnatl, OR 45230 

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by 
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.) 

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every 
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and 
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the 
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant 

to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. 4 ~! ~ 
(Sign~ ~ Uik.7lt~lf} 

~~dif--
(Address of circulator's permanent resid nee) 

~ Numl= ""d Street, Road o• Rmal Rout 

l;t, Village o' Towrnhip 

~~ 
State Zip Code 

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY 
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE. 



r-Jumber: ------------
000052 

county: ___,_\(....:....__)i=...:........=lv~X~· • ----=!-LUG~. • ~ 
INITIATIVE PETITION 

( .,I .·- -~ 

Law Proposed. by Initiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly. 

TITLE 

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act 

SUMMARY 

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision 
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the 
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state 
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also: 

• Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act." 
• Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act. 
• Sets forth factors in determining "net cost." , 
• Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the 

provisions of the Act. 
• Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose. 
• Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect. 
• Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General. 
• Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a 

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged. 
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in 
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable 
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be 
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability. 

• Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain 
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect. 

• Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions 
required to promptly implement the Act. 
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENEAAL 

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the \ 
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.0l(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby \ 
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law. \ 

··- .. \··· -, ,, 

MIKEDeWINE 
Ohio Attorney General 
August 3, 2015 

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS 

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its 
circulation: 

William S. Booth 
1243 Wilson Dr. 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 

Daniel L. Darland 
3811 N. Main St. 
Dayton, Ohio 45405 

Tracy L. Jones 
5903 Bear Creek Dr. 
Bedfor~ Heights, Ohio 44146 

Latonya D. Thurman 
2618N. Cassady Ave. 
Columbus, Ohio 43219 
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NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly sign's this petition more than once; except as provi,~ed :in section 3501.382 

:·of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this. petition 
' ' ""-l. I· 

I when not a qualified-voter, is liable to prosecution. - - · 
·/ MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Signature 

Signature County 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature County Street and Number Ward/Precinct 

on file with the Board of 

Print Last Name 

Month I Day I Year 



NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 
of the Revised Code, signs a. name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

MUST. USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Signature County 
Post office Address 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature I County I City or Village I Street and Number I Ward/Precinct I 
22. Signature Print First Name 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township I Ward/Precinct JZipCode I County [Date of Signing. 

23. Signature Print First Name 

Print Last Name . 
.. 

Address on file with the Board of Election • 
' ' . " 

... 
' 

.. -.' 

City/Village/Township'. [Ward/Precinct I Zip Code rounty rateof Signing 

24. Signature Print First Name 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township I Ward/Precinct I Zip Code I County I Date of Signing 

25. Signature Print First Name 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township I Ward/Precinct I Zip Code I County I Date of Signing 

26. Signature Print First Name 

Print last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township I Ward/Precinct I Zip Code I County I Date of Signing 

27. Signature Print First Name 

Print last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

I 
City/Village/Township I Ward/Precinct I Zip Code I County I Date of Signing 

28. Signature Print First Name 

Print last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township I Ward/Precinct I Zip Code I County I Date of Signing 

Month I Day I Year 

Month I Day I Year 

'initial 

'. 
' 

'Initial 

-
'Initial 

rnitial 

I Initial 

rnitial 

I Initial 

I 

/ 
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. (G) Legal Defense. 

If any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the. Attorney General of 

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals 

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act (11the Proponents") have a 

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges .. In th.e 

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall b~ entitled to assert their 

direct and per:sonal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on 

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable 

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. In the 

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of 

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional 

provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to 
j ' l ~ .• 

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal Jiability to any person or entity. 



L ~ I ·1 J STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR 

I,, '5\) -\' 1 ·· i\4(1(\)s({ .. , declare under p~~ty of election falsificatioii ~ I am the 
Circulator of the f~mg petltlon paper contammg the signatures of ~--~"""-L--­
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the 
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they 
purport to .be or of attot:neys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 dfthe Revised Code, and 
that the electors sigrtirig this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am 
employed to cir9ulate this petition by 

Educated Voters 
5216 Beechmont Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45230 

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by 
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circula~e the petition.) 

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affix~ng of every 
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my lqlowledge and 
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge ~pa belief the 
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant 

. to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. 

igned) [ 
. '-

l)~ --- -- r-0· UJ 
(Address of circulator's permanent residence) 
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route 

~llage or Townshlp . . 

£W&-
State Zip Code 

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY • 
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE. 

1 

, I 
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.
Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attomey General.
Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the

duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby

certit/ that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its

circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
3811 N. Main St.

Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones

5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



c' , NoilgE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voteri is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your nome, residence, ond dote
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Dav/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Dav/Year

' '''*Ho",,^q 
^

PrintFirstName 
,.\,t t( i c,cu l'''i'IWitahh$

PrintlastName 

\C, 
^ 

WtYl 
v ts

-"17'6.i? r or Erecuon 7 v

?a\,\\ahr:l \r
lf,Jll8e/ rownsnrP

+:.lUSs^\q' n ,,
uardlPrectnct '""91111 ountv / r 

{qu,.'
'q'T'ir 

I ts
2, Signature Print First Name v lnitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Boarcl ot Election

:rty/vrllaSe/Townshrp uardlPrectnct lip Code :ounty fate ot Signing

3. Signature Print First Name lnitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

-rty/vrllage/ Iownshrp uardlPrecanct :ip Code ;ountY )ate ot SiSning

4. Signature Print First Name lnitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on lile with the Eoard ot Election

-itylVillage/Township Uard/Precinct :ip Code lounty late of SagninS

5. Signature Print First Name lnitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on lile with the Board of Election

-rty/vrllaSe/ Iownshrp uardlPrecrnct :ip Code :ounty )ate of stgning

6. Signature Print Farst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on lile wath the Board of Election

jrty/vrllage/ I ownshrp ruard/Precrnct Iip Code ounty Jate oi 5rgnrng

7. Signature Print F,rst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ofElection

:ity/Villageffow ruardlPrecinct zip code lounty Date ofSigning



I\OTICE. ,
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

8, SiBnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Soard of Election

Lrty/vrllage/ I ownshrp vardlPrecrnct Zap Code :ounty )ate otSigning

9. Signature Print First Name lnitial

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Board ol Election

City/Village/Township Vard/Precinct Zip Code County Date of SiSning

10. Signature Print First Name nitial

Prant Last Name

Address on tale with the Eoard ot Election

Vard/Precinct Zip Code County Date ofSigning

11. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Eoard ol Election

:ity/Village/Township r'r'ardlPrecincl Zip Code County Date ofSigning

12. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

qddress on lale with the Board ot Eiection

-rty/vrlrage/ 1 ownshrp ffard/Precrncl arP Code lounty late ot 5r8ntn8

13. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

/Vard/Precincl Zip Code County )ate of Signing

14. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageff ownship ,lvard/Pre€inct Zip Code County )ate ofSigning



' NOTICE

lA/hoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS
with ink. Your and date be

Signature County Township Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

15. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Neme

Address on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villageflownship ryarolPrecrnct :ip Code :ounty )ate ofSignins

15. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

lddress on tile with the Board ofElection

uard/Precinct zip Code Lounty )ate ol SigninS

17. Si8nature Pflnt lrrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Board of Election

:ity/VillaSefl ruardlPrecinct lip code lounty Date of Signing

18. Signature Prant First Name nlflal

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

flard/Prectnct Zip Code JOunty )ate ot5ignang

19, Signature Print Farst Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

lr'ardlPrecinct lip code lounty Date ol Signing

20. Signature Print First Name nrtral

Print Last Name

Address on tile with the Board ofElection

ryard/Prectncl zip Code ;ounty Date ol 5i8nan8

21. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

qddress on ,ile with the Board of Election

-ity/Villagefl( NardlPr. Zip Code county fate ot Signing



NOTICE . '
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382.

of. the Revised 9:d:, tlFl_t 
.1 ::T::_tg-11:,::.'s own on this petition; or signs this petition

(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,

the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program, ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 20L7.

( ) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffiBV adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'1G1 Legal Defense. I
' lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



,,('?j
STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

, declare under penalty of election falsification that I am the
circulator of the g petition paper containing the signatures of
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my fresd-nce on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters

5216 BeechmonlAlt:

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

Zip Code e

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION
OF A FELONY OF THE

FALSIFICATION IS GUTLTY
FIFTH DEGREE.

Gi.q..s rr
(Address of circulator's permanent residence)

Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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' Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly. A/ 

tIIrLE 1-rla\lr\
Ohlo Drug Prlce Rellef Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision

of law and in so far as pennissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not ent€r into any agreement for the

purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
o Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
. Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act.
. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shatl be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain

conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions ofthe Act shall take effect.
. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions

required to promptly implement the Act.

ZG/rols



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certiry that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee 0o represent the petitioners in all matlers relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.

Daylon, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creeh Dr.
Bcdford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



noreT8Jlcince; except as provided in section 3s01.382

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on thls petltion; or slgns this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

with ink. Your ond date

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipaI corporations should fill in the information called for by headings prlnted below.)

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route o,other Month/Day/Year

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

*"ffiL?rf n"o' aJ rc
P(nl ustName

Koa^IcY.
Gdrer m file wlth the 8@rd of €hcti6

6 qt> Ed.r;.,.t Au,
''*""v;*:: ,$-rrt

l,/. idlPrecinct t//s/ / "Wo,lwt,tt* rate or y8nn8

2 sr- 2,6t S
2, SiSnature v Prlnt FiBtNam v nttBl

Print Last Name

Add,.sr on fih with lh€ Befd ot Elrtaon

:ity/VillaBcfrilnrhi! iladlPa?cincl Zip Codr :ounty Date otSBninS

3. gtn tur! Pnnt Firil N.me nhial

PIint Last Nam.

:ltY/villa aellflnr n rp rVard/Precinct zipCodr :ounty he dsfnrnt

a. SigrPture Prlnt Fl6t llama nltirl

Prlni Lrst Name

\ddr6s on ln! wrthtn! hE o? El6En

rya rO// F ra Ct nct lipCod! :flnty ).1? af sisnin8

5. Siandun ttlnt FirttName nUat

Pdnl LrstNamr

\ddresr on file wlth tht Board of Eltctrm

vat6/Pracrncl zipc0de ;ounty Jate ol v8n!n8

5, Sicnaturc trht FrriNamc nrflal

Print L$t Nam

udres on file with thc Eqrd ot El(tion

rva16/Precinct Zip Code :ounty Dau of SiSninE

7. Signrtu.e Pnni fml Nam nnial

Prlnt LastName

lddress 0n file wnh th€ Boerd ot E(tion

uerd/Preclnft ZapCod. ;ounlY )ate ot5l8nln8
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Whoever knowingly signs this petitaon more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE W]TH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink, Your name, ond
SiBnature County Township

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings prlnted above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature CounW Clty or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Dav/Year

8. Signitue Prim Firi llam ntDt

Print lart N.m.

lddret9 0n lila wnh the h!rd ol Electim

2lpCoda County

9. Signature Pint FirstName nhi!l

Prlnt lrstl{rm.

\ddress qn flle with the goa.d offlEtion

:rty/v il ldge/ I vsrdlPreclm lapCode county >ateotsining

10, SlSnetur. Prinl Fi6l Nrm ntti.l

Print L.stName

lddross on l[! with tha 66rd oi Elxoon

ltvlviltsgella vard/Precin(l Iipcode :ounty Itta sf5i8nin8

11. Signature Print flrst Nrme nitlel

Pdnt La5tName

\ddre$ on file rith th€ B@rd ot Elstlm

:iiy,ryilb8€/ro VerdlPaeciDd zlpCod. :ounty )ate ofSiSnh8

12. Signeture Print FirstNime dtEI

Pflnl La5tName

Address on fil€ wlth the Board ofEltrtion

:lty/Vi lrgeAown$ip Yard/Preond ziocodc )cte ol 98nin8

13, Slgnrturc Print FirstName nitial

Print Lan Name

\ddress 6 fil€ with thc EGrd of Ehclion

:rty/Vrllage/ IownsnlP ilard/Precinct zioCode :ounty )atl ofsgnlr4

14. Signature Print Firtt Nam nitirl

Print La* Nam"

qddBs on fil. with the Board of Election

:iiy/Vil lege/fo wn rhip Natd/Wecincl ZipCode ;enty )ateotSltnlnt
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Whoever knowingly signs this petitlon more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition

when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
MUST USE ADDRESS ON FIIE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Month/Day/YearRural Route ofother
Post office Address

SiBnature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precina Month/DavlYear

15. Sin.ture Print FiriName litlal

kint Latt Nam!

AddGs on tllc wlth tlE Board of EleEtion

:it/viIa3e/fownship ,YardlPrcci n ci Iip Coda :ounty )ate of SiSning

15. Si3mtur€ Prirt FirSt Nama nttl.l

Pdnt LaslName

\ddrc$ on 6lr wiih th. Bo..d ofElection

aity/VillaSe/I uatd,/Prectnct lipCodo County

17. Signrtur. Print First I nIral

Prant Lai Name

4ddr6s on fih with ii. Borrd ofElcaion

)ity/Vlll.B./rr ffa rd,fPra lml IpCOde County ,ate of 58ninB

18. Siln ture Print tiBt llame nlti.l

Print Last Nama

Addrcri on lll! wlth th! Eoard ofElactlm

lrty/VilLg?/r lvard/Preonct llp Code County )ate of s8ninl

19. Sl3n.twe Pant aiRtI{ama nitirl

Prlnt Llst Nam!

uoE$ m flE wlul lll Eqrro ol Ueffon

:lly/Vlll.tclTowBhlp n.rdlftednct :lpCo& co!ntv )at?or5ltnlnt

20. Stnaiur! Print Flr$N.me nluol

Priil Lagl ilrma

\ddrlsi onlilr wtti th. Eoard ofEhci m

tard/Prcclncl llpcodc ;ounry JaE or5[nrn3

21. Slgnft!m Prlnt Flrltt{.m. nltl:l

Prlnt Lr3tl'/rma

\ddrars on fllc wlth th. Bord of El.dlon

l/ard/Pra( I nct zlpcod. :ounty D.tn ofslanlnt



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs thls petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

(Voters who do not live ln a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ETECTIONS

Month / Day /Year

Signature County City or Vlllage Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

22. Signatur. Print Firrt l{am nftal

Pnnt Lafit{ahe

Addr.* on fll€ with thr Bo.rd of El.ction

:nYlvr xaSe/ r own s nrp waro/Eftlnd :ip cod€ :ouilty lriP dSagning

23. Slgnrturc Print FirstNtm! nitirt

Pint L.tt t{imc

Address on file with thr Board of Elccuon

:rty/vtl13 gelrownrhrp ,va16/ Prftrnat lip Cod! ;ou nty )a!! of 5rtoing

24. SiSnrtur! Prim FiltNam. ntilal

Prini Lai t{.m

lddrasr il tiE with thc Bord of ELdion

:ity/VillaBe/rc l/ardlPr.cimt :ip Codc lounty ).tc ofsi8ning

25. SiSmtur! Prlnt Firct l{rm nftlal

Prlil I& N.m

(tord! on nE wtn mc 6oaro ol ilafiron

,,rerdlPcci m lip Code :ounty ).ta 0t 518nin8

26. SiBnature Print FarrtName nEal

Print LaJt Nam.

Addreis on file with the aoard ofEledion

:ity/Vill.EefrMship ilarorrFrgCi n 6 lip Cod. :ounty )ste olrtning

27, Sfnatura Print rarrtNama nhirl

Print lastN!m!

AddErs on flh wlth the Eoard of Elefiion

L'tY/YnraSa/r A/ard/Pr€Onct lip Code :ounty Date ol 5lmln8

28. gtmturc Prinl FirstName nfti.l

Print L.st Name

lddrers on fih sitfi th€ Bo.rd of Election

:ity/Village/Iwnship lip Code JUnty Date ot SiSninE



(1)

(21

(3)

FUIL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(AlTitle.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" {the "Act"}.

(B) Findings and Declaratlons.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.

Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.

lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohlo taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.

(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and Intent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

(4)

(s)

(6)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter lnto any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volurne discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July 1, 2OL7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

Thls Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining

provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effeqt.



'(G) LegalDefense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing thls Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of 510,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



ion that I am the

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my prisence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 BeechmontAve.
Cinclnnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and

belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attomey in fact acting pursuant

to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

1
Ld

Zip Code

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTTON FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

a

{ve y1u)a
(Address of circulator's permanent residence)
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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Number:

000010 INITIATIVE PETITION

Law Proposed by lnitiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

&UJr"l-
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TITLE

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

,*.\r,-

REUD DEC ?S'15

35n999

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."

' Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the
provisions of the Act.

. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

' Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.

' Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a
direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

' Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

' Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Govemor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby
certiff that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
38ll N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219



Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in sectior, -
bf the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petlr..-
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

1. Signature

,/ ,',.) <'
lztn'-r1., "''a ),r,a./*

PtifiFn*Name 
l,

nitial !)D
(.o.r.,

--"r;a"7q'*^- L,,,; : r &
)

45L'7 / 7{Jon;;
'"ii':;r-E

2. sftflture

{",u*AwJfL
tf rllt First Name V
.14 iibr"L

nrtifi 
)

Print Lasl

rbh
aoe

\
' get'#d{'""'df,;:;}n*a C,,n,t-
ryi;i;;;h^

rvardlPrecinct lio Code

1%1 I Jttu;a,
)ate ofSigning

D"zgi€
lti*r*b Q6b,

Print First Name

/ha, h ,./ nitial

('fr'-il-t* r
n'#" |4""':;f'',':AL, d q'i
rty/vJlQge/Iownship

/4 lb n n)V'
lvardlPrecinct

TZryt e t2./ <) <5
-7ii-:t7- ts

4. Signature t

,rfi),1,,1(, { P, ,,qun

PrintFirstName/?? 
irht / /

nitiar 
L

Print Last Name-

.\ltu l,y

LA't tc (,r/, l-l; r r fcarl
/rttto<,,,llo

Mard/Precinct 4rp Looe

45'14 t h'l,rt r'l e
udre or JrEnrnt

/rt -4|-/5
5. SignatuE,

'$ .Q:^-l^ \^^[-!---
*ITJITv'do ul nitiat 

l/
Priilflast Name . ,

3arrlsbrt
-TU?;',i"-ru;;J. 

So n /^" t PJ
f,o'fr. * ,*

ryaro/rornq ''ii"i'1a 
1 flat l< s /o - 30-/5

;2,-'s-!,- PnntlirstName 

- 

V
/ o-tt.

nltlal _-

.-S^,, /.( A*,-3L't5"i*'ttU 
k ": t) r w. R n-''"''*"PIL^ 

<n€\ t

/VardlPrecinct 1rp Lode

4s7 (? tne t s -
Date ofSigning

/o- eo-Lr
7. Signature Pflnt First Name n Iral

Print tast Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

Ward/Precinct Zip Code

l'"'"'
Date ofSigning



knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
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NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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Be it Enacted

added to Title

FULL TEXT OF LAW

by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

I of the Revised Code.

Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A)Title.
This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising
health care costs in Ohio.

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.
(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on
specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

(a) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in
pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking
industries.

(5) lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.
(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.
(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio
and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and lntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting
this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among
government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus
helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of lnsurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a
prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (L) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no
later than July 1, 20L7.

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to
implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any
additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives
fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of
Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals
responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the
event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their
direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable
attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the
event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of
any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional
provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of St0,000 to
the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



am the

electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presenie on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by Educated Voters

5216 Beechmont Ave.
eineinnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
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Number and Street, Road or Rural Route
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INITIATIVE PETITION

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the

purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state

is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

. Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."

. Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.

. Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
o Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act.
. Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
. Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
. Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
. Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be

unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
. Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain

conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
. Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions

required to promptly implement the Act.
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CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code,I hereby
certift that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law.

MIKE DeWINE
Ohio Attorney General
August 3,2015

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its
circulation:

William S. Booth
1243 Wilson Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45402

Daniel L. Darland
381I N. Main St.
Dayton, Ohio 45405

Tracy L. Jones
5903 Bear Creek Dr.
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146

Latonya D. Thurman
2618 N. Cassady Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43219
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, Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382

of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.
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NOT!CE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter; is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

with ink. Your must be
Signature County Township

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/DaV/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

8. Signature Pflnt ttrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

qddress on tile with the Board ot Election
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9. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signatu re County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

15. Signature Pflnt Frrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

lity/Villa gelf ownship UardlPrecinct Zip Code lounty )ate ot SiSning

16. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ot Eledron

uard/Precrnct :ip code :ounty oate ofSigning

17. Signature Print Frrst Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board ot Election

;ity/Villagefrownship uard/Precind :ip Code lountv Date ofSigning

18. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election
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NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382.
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rural Route orother
Post officeAddress

Month/Day/Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature County City or Village Street and Number Ward/Precinct Month/Day/Year

22. Signature Pnnt lrrst Name nitial

Prant Last Name

\ddress on file with the Board of Election

:ity/Villagefl Ward/Precinct arp code county Date ot Signing

23, SiSnature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board ofElection

:rty/vrllage/ I ownshrp 0/ard/Precrnct Zip Code County Date ofSigning

24, Si8nature Print First Name nitaal

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

-rty/vIIage/ ,vard/Precrnct Zip Code County oate ofSiBninS

25. Signature Print First Name nitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

/Vard/Precinct zip Code JOunty )ate ot Signing

25. Signature Pnnt Frrst Name nitial
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qddress on file with the Board of Election
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Print Last Name

\ddress on tile with the Board ol Election
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Print Last Name

\ddress on Iile with the Board of Election

:ity/Vil lageff ownship ruard/Precrnct lip Code lounty )ate ofSigning



(3)

(4)

FULL TEXT OF LAW

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are

added to Title I of the Revised Code.

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief

Section 194.01

(A) Title.

This Act shall be known as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act").

(B) Findings and Declarations.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following:

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising

health care costs in Ohio.
(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and

2073, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care.

Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HlVlAlDS, Hepatitis C, and

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. ln 2014 alone, total spending on

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent.

The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking

industries.

lnflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives.

Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that
ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need.

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates,

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified.
(8) lf Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns.

(C) Purposes and !ntent.

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting

this Act:

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among

government payers.

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio.

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter
challenged in court.

(s)

(5)



(D) Drug Pricing.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal
law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity,
including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health,
the Ohio Department of Insurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of
any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly,for a

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods,

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the
purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to,
the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. ln addition to
agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other
discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department,
agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further
price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or
agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no

later than July L, 20t7.
( ) Each such department, agency or other state entity, ffidy adopt administrative rules to

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or
regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section.

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section.

(E) Liberal Construction.

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

(F) Severability.

lf any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any
person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this
end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. lf this Act and another law are approved
by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect.



'(G) Legal Defense.

lf any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. ln the

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. ln the

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional

provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of S10,000 to

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity.



electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by 

Educated Voters
5216 Beectrmont Ave.
urncrnnati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the

City, Village or Township

t'{rJ b-
Zip Code

a
WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION

OF'A FELONY OF THE
FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY
FIFTH DEGREE.



O()0500Number: _ County: montjOrne cy
INITIATIVE PETITION

LawProposed by Initiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly.

TITLE Q tyvL
Ohio Drug Price Relief Act 13 5 8 9 7

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.0I of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

• Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
• Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
• Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
• Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act.
• Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.

Provide that if.any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
• Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
• Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and anyone or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.
Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.
Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once: except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petitlon: or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ElECTIONS
(Signwith ink. Yourname, residence, and date 0/signing must be given.)

Signature County Township Rural Route orother
Post office Address Month / Day / Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

I Signature I County I City or Village I Street and Number l Ward/Precinct I Month / Day / Year I

'r:zh,mM rII JJ1rJp prin~_y-e5C1 Iinitia~~

~

PrintLastNaSe id~
Addrqrhth 17:;~ITLDl)y-. Apt. 2A
c~ntfsM lit: Ward/Precinct..

I4945q rmO()\e\[YYle. Cl _,\ IDa~silQ-=t IIS
'~A~

rr:Nt-, ;~c fLV .J ,
Iinitial M

I PrintLas7<"o L'~5
£.~ / ( ..

~ddqte7180ar(t1~ U /}, /) ,0r
City/Village/Township '-=' Ward/Precinct

IZiPCli S-lf)I
I~ f_(£1cv1-« y IDa~ri2-?/1s:DA/5/'~

3, Signature Print First Name /" Iinitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct IZiPCode rounty IDateofSigning

4, Signature Print First Name llnitial

Print last Name

Address on flle with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct IZiPCode Icounty IDateofSigning

5. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township IWard/Precinct IZipCode ICounty IDateofSigning

6. Signature Print First Name [Initial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township .[Ward/precinct IZipCode r: IDateofSigning

7. Signature Print First Name [Initial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village(Township Iward/precinct IZipCode ICounty IDateofSigning



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USEADDRESS ON FILEWITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Signature County Township
Post office Address

Month / Day / Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature
I

County
I

City or Vi Ilage I Street and Number I Ward/Precinct I Month / Day / Year

8. Signature Print First Name I'nltlal

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

Clty/Vlllage/Townshlp Iward/preClnct IZIPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

9. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/precinct riP Code ICounty IDateof Signing

10. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township IWard/Precinct IZiPCode rounty IDateof Signing

11. Signature Print First Name rnitia,
Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

12. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IliP Code ICounty IDateof Signing

13. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/precinct IliP Code ICounty IDateof Signing

14. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print last Name

Addresson file with the Boardof Election

Clty/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USEADDRESS ON FILEWITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Signature county Township Month / Day / Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

1

Signature I· County
1

City or Village
1

Street and Number
1

Ward/Precinct
1

Month / Day / Year
I

1S. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print LastName

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Viliage/Township IWard/Precinct IZiPCode ICounty IDate of Signing

16. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/precinct IZiPCode Icounty IDate of Signing

17. Signature Print First Name !'nitial

Print LastName

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Viliage/Township Iward/precinct IZiPCode ICounty IDate of Signing.
18. Signature Print First Name rnitial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/precinct IZIPCode ICounty IDate of Signing

19. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print LastName

Address on file with the Board of Election

Cily/Viliage/Township Iward/precinct IZIPCode ICounty IDate of Signing

20. Signature Print First Name I'nltlal

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/precinct IZIPCode ICounty IDate of Signing

2l. Signature Print First Name _rnitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Viliage/Township Iward/preclnct riP Code ICounty 1Date of Signing



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

.r

Signature County Township
Post office Address Month / Day / Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

I Signature I County I City or Village I Street and Number I Ward/Precinct I Month / Day / Year

22. Signature Print First Name rnitia,
Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/precinct IZiPCode "ounty IDateofSigning

23. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

24. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print LastName

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct r Ico~nty IDateof Signing

25. Signature Print First Name rnitia,
Print LastName

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPcode rounty IDateofSigning

26. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

Address on flle with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/precinct riP Code ICounty rate ofSigning

27. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

28. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

Addressonfile with the Boardof Election

City!Village!Township IWard/Precinct IZiPCode ICounty rate of Signing



~'-.~ )1 i ., STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

f'I'II ~.~ .I, , declare under penalty of election falsification th t am the
circulator of the~oing petition paper containing the signatures of ~
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5~1~Beechmont Ave.
ClnClnllati, OH 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 ofthe Revised Code. J~~ .

(Signed)__ .* J{ (5 {J-J.
L[oJ-r ~ &z IV

(Address of circulator's permanent resid nee)
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route

~lbg, 0'Town,hip

g ~?B-
--------------~----------------
State Zip Code

•
WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY

OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.



L - OU0603Number: _ County:{VI b~ ~
(

,I
..

~;n162
LawProposedtiy InitiativePetitionFi:::e Submittedto theGeneralAssemblY@t

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act 135 91 0

INITIATIVE PETITION

SUMMARY

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also:

• Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act."
• Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act.
• Sets forth factors in determining "net cost."
• Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the

provisions of the Act.
• Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose.
• Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.
• Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General.
• Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and anyone or more of them may do so in court if challenged.
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in
defending against a legal challenge to the Act. Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability.

• Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect.

• Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions
required to promptly implement the Act.



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS
(Sign with ink. Yourname, residence, and date of signing must be given.)

Signature County Township
Rural Route orother
Post office Address

Month / Day / Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

I
Signature I County I City or Village I Street and Number

,
Ward/Precinct , Month / Day / Year ,

1. Signature Print First Name Initial e__
W~\\\ "" r"'\

~
~,-£2 .>: Print Last Name

'U,e..'........ft """

~
Address on file with the Board of Election ~

\40 S" MLa....ee., 'S-t
City/Village/Township ...., Iward/preCinct

IZiPC~St..t\~ IcountyI'brJ·~b'"Y\e..(~ ID~7i"l! \ S'th.."",~ bf)
2. Signature Print First Name Initial

Print last Name

~
~ Address on file with the Board of Election

~
CQ City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZipCode Icounty IDateof Signing

3. Signature Print First Name Initial

Print Last Name

. '-i
'" Address on file with the Board of Election
1-

t"~~

~
City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZipCode Icounty IDateof Signing

4. Signature Print First Name Initial

Print Last Name

.~
~

Address on file with the Board of Election

~
CltY/Vlliage/Townshlp Iward/preClnct riP Code Icounty IDateof Signing

S. Signature Print First Name Initial

Print Last Name" ~
Address on file with the Board of Election

.(\:\
~~ City/Viliage/Township Iward/preClnct riP Code Icounty -rOate of Signing

6. Signature Print First Name Initial

Print last Name

Addresson file with the Boardof Election

~
,\ , \ Clty/Village/Townshlp Iward/preClnct IZipCode ,county IDateof Signing

7. Signature Print First Name Initial

~~-.., Print last Name

~ Address on file with the Board of Election

~
City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZipCode Icounty IDateof Signing



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Signature County Township
Post office Address Month / Day / Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature I County I City or Village I Street and Number 1 Ward/Precinct I Month / Day / Year

8. Signature Print First Name ]Initial

Print Last Name

-,-1
~ Address on file with the Board of Election

~
~. City/Village/Township IWard/Precinct riP Code ICounty IDateof Signing

9. Signature Print First Name ]Initial

Print last Name

)", Address on file with the Board of Election-~
e-
-c,
-\
-0 City/Village/Township Iward/precinct IZipCode ICounty IDateof SigningC?"-

10. Signature Print First Name ]Initial

Print Last Name

- Address on file with the Board of Election-

r-; City/Village/Township Iward/precinct IZiPCode rounty IDateof Signing

o-
1l. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election
<

-
--" City/Village/Township r: liP Code ICounty IDateof Signing
~

12. Signature Print First Name ]Initial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election-
"--- City/Village/Township r: jZiPCOde ICounty IDateof Signing

>

13. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

- Address on file with the Board of Election.......
t
./

1-( City/Village/Township Iward/precinct jZiPCOde ICounty IDateof Signing

14. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print Last Name

-
Addresson file with the Boardof Election

-(-
~- City/Village/Township Iward/precinct rpcode rounty lDate of Signing



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Signature County Township Post office Address
Month / Day / Year

l Signature I County I City or Village I Street and Number I Ward/Precinct I Month / Day / Year I
15. Signature Print First Name rnitia,

<. Print last Name

$ Address on file with the Board of Election

~\!Q City!Village/Township Iward/precinct IZiPCode ICounty IDateof Signing

16. Signature Print First Name l'nitial

-. Print Last Name
;_(~,

Address on fHewith the Board of Election
\~

~CSZc City/Village/Township IWard/Precinct -rZip Code ICounty TDate ofSigning

17. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print LastName

,,"-

~

Address on file with the Board of Election

~ City/Village/Townshlp Iward/precinct TZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

~

18. Signature Print First Name l'nitial

Print last Name

Address on file with the Board of Election

~
City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPCode ICounty IDateof Signing

19. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

-l Print LastName

~§
Address on file with the Board of Election

'i:_ Cttv/Vlllage/Township Iward/precinct IZiPCode ICounty T Dateof Signing

20. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

Print last Name

.j_ Address on file with the Board of Election

_j
PQ

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPCode ICounty IDateof Signing

2l. Signature Print First Name rnitial

_j Print Last Name

~
~

Address on file with the Board of Election

\'{) City!Viliage/Township Iward/preCinct riP Code ICounty TDate of Signing

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below)



NOTICE
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution.

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Signature County
Post office Add ress

Month / Day / Year

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.)
(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.)

Signature I County
I

City or Village
I

Street and Number
I

Ward/Precinct
I

Month / Day / Year

22. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

~ Print Last Name

~
~ Address on file with the Board of Election

cO City/Vi lIage/Township Iward/precinct IZiPCode [county IDateof Signing

23. Signature Print First Name rnitia,

~
Print last Name

~ Address on file with the Board of Election

~
~

City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

24. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

~
Print LastName

j Address on file with the Board of Election

~
CltY/Vlliage/Townshlp Iward/preCinct IZiPCode ICounty IDateof Signing

25. Signature Print First Name I'oitial

._J Print Last Name

~ Address on file with the Board of Election

~cc City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

26. Signature Print First Name rnitia,
Print last Name

~

~
Address on file with the Board of Election

GC City/Village/Township Iward/preCinct IZipCode ICounty IDateof Signing

27. Signature Print First Name Iinitial

~
Print last Name

s:: Address on file with the Board of Election

~
cD City/Village/Township IWard/Precinct IZiPcode ICounty IDateof Signing

28. Signature Print First Name l'nitial

~
Print last Name

~

Address on file with the Board of Election

City/Village/Township r: IZipCode ICounty IDateof Signing



..

L'"~ II STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

;"if 11' ,I' ~ { tN' ( .. ' declare under penalty of election falsificati~t I am the
circulator 01 the foregomg petrtion paper contammg the signatures of~ ~ _
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am
employed to circulate this petition by

Educated Voters
5~1~ BeechmontAve.
ClnCIn"ati, OR 45230

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.)

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. ~~. ~

(Signed) 1t{/ 21~- 11

LfOdc3 b C; YCQ c: OIL t ~
(Address of circulator's permanent residence

iUNu~ber and Street, Road or Rural Route

'r '~llage or Township

State Zip Code •
WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY

OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.






























































