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· · · · · · · · · · ·PAMELA LAUTER·1·

·of lawful age, called for examination, as provided by·2·

·the Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure, being by me first·3·

·duly sworn, as hereinafter certified, deposed and said·4·

·as follows:·5·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -·6·

· · · · · · · ·EXAMINATION OF PAMELA LAUTER·7·

·BY MR. REID:·8·

·Q.· · ·Can you please state your full name?·9·

·A.· · ·Pamela Jean Lauter.10·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, we met just a moment ago, but let me11·

· · · ··re-introduce myself.··My name is Nelson Reid, and12·

· · · ··I represent several parties that have filed a13·

· · · ··lawsuit pertaining to the Ohio Drug Price Relief14·

· · · ··Act petition drive.15·

· · · · · · ·Thanks for being here.··I understand it was16·

· · · ··a little difficult getting here.··We really17·

· · · ··appreciate you being here.18·

· · · · · · ·If I refer to the Ohio Drug Price Relief as19·

· · · ··the petition or the subject petition or the20·

· · · ··petition drive, is that okay?21·

·A.· · ·Yes.22·

·Q.· · ·Or something similar like that.23·

· · · · · · ·Have you ever been deposed before?24·

·A.· · ·Never in my entire life, and I'm 51.··So yay.25·
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·Q.· · ·That's absolutely fine.·1·

· · · · · · ·Just briefly, just to give you an idea of·2·

· · · ··what to expect, you've just been sworn in.··I'm·3·

· · · ··going to ask you some questions.··Some of the·4·

· · · ··other folks here may also ask you some questions.·5·

· · · ··And then everything we say is going to be·6·

· · · ··transcribed.·7·

·A.· · ·Okay.·8·

·Q.· · ·And so because of that, I will try to wait for·9·

· · · ··you to finish talking, if you can try to do the10·

· · · ··same to me, it just makes it easier getting11·

· · · ··everything down.12·

· · · · · · ·If I say anything that you don't understand13·

· · · ··either because I use a term that you're not14·

· · · ··familiar with or I just say something you don't15·

· · · ··hear, please just let me know and I'll try to16·

· · · ··repeat it or rephrase it.17·

·A.· · ·Uh-huh.18·

·Q.· · ·Also, because she's writing everything down, to19·

· · · ··the extent that you can say yeses and nos as20·

· · · ··opposed to shaking or nodding your head, or21·

· · · ··uh-huh or uh-uhs --22·

·A.· · ·Gotcha.23·

·Q.· · ·-- that would be great.24·

· · · · · · ·And I don't think we'll be here too long,25·
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· · · ··but if you need a break, I understand that --·1·

·A.· · ·Can I tell you what I really need?··I need·2·

· · · ··something to be done with those.·3·

·Q.· · ·The blinds shut?··Sure.··We can do that.··Not a·4·

· · · ··problem.·5·

·A.· · ·I had an illness many years ago that affects the·6·

· · · ··balance and my equilibrium, and the light is too·7·

· · · ··much.·8·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -·9·

· · · · · · ··(Thereupon, a recess was had.)10·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -11·

·BY MR. REID:12·

·Q.· · ·As we proceed, if there's anything else that13·

· · · ··bothers you, just let me know.··Like I said, I14·

· · · ··don't think we'll be here too terribly long, but15·

· · · ··if you need a break for any reason, just let us16·

· · · ··know.17·

·A.· · ·Gotcha.18·

·Q.· · ·What's your date of birth?19·

·A.· · ·11/11/1964.20·

·Q.· · ·And where do you currently reside?21·

·A.· · ·3909 Pensacola Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44109.22·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, did you do anything in preparation23·

· · · ··for the deposition today?24·

·A.· · ·I just brought the paperwork that was asked to be25·
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· · · ··sent to you.··There's nothing else to prepare·1·

· · · ··for, actually, in my opinion.·2·

·Q.· · ·And the paperwork, you mean the paperwork that·3·

· · · ··you previously produced in response to a·4·

· · · ··subpoena?·5·

·A.· · ·Yeah.··That's all I brought.··And I brought the·6·

· · · ··subpoena with me.··That's it.·7·

·Q.· · ·Then it's fair to say you didn't speak to anyone·8·

· · · ··in preparation of the deposition?·9·

·A.· · ·No.··Everybody has left me hanging out here by10·

· · · ··myself.··No.··I haven't spoken to anybody but a11·

· · · ··neighbor.12·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, what is the highest level of13·

· · · ··education you have attained?14·

·A.· · ·I graduated from Lakewood High School probably in15·

· · · ··the top quarter of my class, and the rest comes16·

· · · ··from the school of knocks, life.17·

·Q.· · ·Do you have any education or training that's18·

· · · ··specific to petitioning or petitions?19·

·A.· · ·I'm not sure what you would mean by that question20·

· · · ··exactly.21·

·Q.· · ·Well, have you taken any classes?··Have you taken22·

· · · ··any seminars related to petitioning or petitions?23·

·A.· · ·I was unaware there was ever a seminar ever24·

· · · ··offered in the world for petitioning.25·
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·Q.· · ·There may not be.·1·

·A.· · ·If there is one, I didn't know there was one.··So·2·

· · · ··the answer would be no.·3·

·Q.· · ·Have you had any training specific to petitioning·4·

· · · ··or petition drives?·5·

·A.· · ·We don't use the word training.··We use the word·6·

· · · ··orientation.··And that would be yes.·7·

·Q.· · ·When was the first orientation you ever had?·8·

·A.· · ·Probably 2007.·9·

·Q.· · ·Do you have an orientation for every different10·

· · · ··petition drive that you're involved in?11·

·A.· · ·Certainly, yes.12·

·Q.· · ·Did you have --13·

·A.· · ·I mean, do I personally have an orientation?14·

·Q.· · ·Yes.15·

·A.· · ·If I am in a different state I would say yes,16·

· · · ··because laws and rules change state by state.··If17·

· · · ··I am within the State of Ohio, there is no reason18·

· · · ··for me to have another orientation, unless it is19·

· · · ··specific to the drive itself and something is20·

· · · ··somehow different than what we've done21·

· · · ··previously.22·

·Q.· · ·Did you have an orientation that was specific to23·

· · · ··the petition drive related to the Ohio Drug Price24·

· · · ··Relief Act?25·



Pamela Lauter 5/3/2016

Page 10

·A.· · ·No.·1·

·Q.· · ·When was the last orientation that you had·2·

· · · ··related to a petition drive in Ohio?·3·

·A.· · ·2007.··Once -- I mean -- well, I won't say that.·4·

· · · ··I can't actually say that.··Let me see when the·5·

· · · ··last petition was that ran statewide in Ohio.··I·6·

· · · ··have to think about that a minute.·7·

· · · · · · ·Was that -- right now there's a difference.·8·

· · · ··When I was a petitioner, I had an orientation·9·

· · · ··every time I was to pick up paperwork to go10·

· · · ··collect signatures.··As a coordinator, I am the11·

· · · ··orientator, so therefore I don't have an12·

· · · ··orientation.··Do you understand what I'm saying?13·

·Q.· · ·I understand.14·

·A.· · ·Golly.15·

·Q.· · ·It's fair to say it's been some years, I guess?16·

·A.· · ·Absolutely.17·

·Q.· · ·As part of that orientation, was there any18·

· · · ··discussion of the Ohio law that applies to19·

· · · ··petitioning or petition drives?20·

·A.· · ·Yes.21·

·Q.· · ·What types of things do you discuss?22·

·A.· · ·I believe I have a copy of it right here.··Hold23·

· · · ··on.24·

· · · · · · ·We go over the state and local laws and25·
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· · · ··guidelines.·1·

·Q.· · ·And if I'm not mistaken, this is an exhibit to --·2·

· · · ··what you've shown me here is an exhibit to the·3·

· · · ··agreement that you have circulators sign?·4·

·A.· · ·Correct.··Which includes that we've gone over the·5·

· · · ··laws with them; nobody signs for anybody else, no·6·

· · · ··PO boxes, things of that nature.··Everybody gets·7·

· · · ··a copy of these to take home with them so that·8·

· · · ··they are never not without these rules.·9·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·Can you mark this as10·

· · · · · · · ··Exhibit 1?11·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -12·

· ·(Thereupon, Exhibit 1 was marked for the purpose of13·

· · · · · · · · · · ·identification.)14·

· · · · · · · · · · · ··- - - - -15·

·A.· · ·I have those, as well.16·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·We'll mark this copy.17·

·A.· · ·So we're clear what this is, this is for when any18·

· · · ··single person comes in to me for orientation.19·

· · · ··Now, just because you come in to me for20·

· · · ··orientation doesn't mean you will end up with one21·

· · · ··of these.··You end up with one of these when you22·

· · · ··actually turn in paperwork to me that we're going23·

· · · ··to pay you on.··I have many, many people that24·

· · · ··come to orientation and receive this material25·
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· · · ··that never turn paperwork back again ever.··So·1·

· · · ··therefore, I would not have a contract on them,·2·

· · · ··therefore I wouldn't have a W-9 on them because·3·

· · · ··they have never returned anything for me to pay·4·

· · · ··them on.··So they are two separate entities.·5·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, I've handed you what's been marked as·6·

· · · ··Exhibit 1.·7·

·A.· · ·Yes.·8·

·Q.· · ·It's three pages.··And as I understand it, the·9·

· · · ··first two pages of the document are a copy of the10·

· · · ··contract that you have circulators sign, and the11·

· · · ··third page is what you have the circulators sign12·

· · · ··who've attended the orientation?13·

·A.· · ·Correct.··And they get a copy of this.··So when14·

· · · ··this gal came back for her first turn-in, she got15·

· · · ··this, and these things were put together with16·

· · · ··each other.··So I know that not only did this17·

· · · ··person come in for an orientation, but they also18·

· · · ··turned in paperwork and are waiting to receive19·

· · · ··payment.20·

·Q.· · ·And just to be clear, Page 3 of Exhibit 1 is the21·

· · · ··page that the circulator gets a copy of and takes22·

· · · ··with them after the orientation, correct?23·

·A.· · ·Correct.24·

·Q.· · ·And then if they actually submit to you signed25·
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· · · ··petitions, they then sign the first two pages?·1·

·A.· · ·Correct.·2·

·Q.· · ·And after that is when they get paid?·3·

·A.· · ·Correct.·4·

·Q.· · ·So it sounds like then they don't actually sign·5·

· · · ··an agreement with you until after they have·6·

· · · ··turned in --·7·

·A.· · ·Right.··Because they are not an independent·8·

· · · ··contractor.··They are not asking to be paid on·9·

· · · ··anything yet.··They are just somebody that came10·

· · · ··to an orientation seminar.11·

·Q.· · ·So turning back to Page 3 then for a second, my12·

· · · ··understanding then from earlier testimony is that13·

· · · ··the discussion of Ohio law that occurs at the14·

· · · ··orientation is what appears under the state and15·

· · · ··local/company guidelines on that page?16·

·A.· · ·Correct.17·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, what is Ohio Petitioning Partners?18·

· · · ··How would you describe it?19·

·A.· · ·It's me.··I help candidates get on to the ballot.20·

· · · ··I work on collecting signatures to the highest21·

· · · ··amount of validity standards to make sure that my22·

· · · ··clients gain valid access whether it is for a23·

· · · ··statewide petition, he could be a senatorial24·

· · · ··candidate, he could be someone running for25·
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· · · ··council, any of those kinds of things.··I also·1·

· · · ··offer a service where I will market you to the·2·

· · · ··ballot, once you've gotten there, to ensure that·3·

· · · ··you have a better than best chance of winning.·4·

· · · · · · ·So I would say my company would be·5·

· · · ··considered then a campaign management/strategic·6·

· · · ··planning organization of one.·7·

·Q.· · ·When you said that Ohio Petitioning Partners is·8·

· · · ··you, it sounds like you are the sole owner and·9·

· · · ··the sole employee?10·

·A.· · ·Yeah.··Because everybody that will come into my11·

· · · ··organization would come in on a temporary basis12·

· · · ··as a subcontracting position.··I don't have13·

· · · ··employees that work.··I will do the work of three14·

· · · ··people.15·

·Q.· · ·Would it be okay if I refer to Ohio Petitioning16·

· · · ··Partners as OPP?17·

·A.· · ·Sure.··That's why I made the name.··It's a long18·

· · · ··story, but it's a fun one.19·

·Q.· · ·In what geographic area does OPP provide its20·

· · · ··services?21·

·A.· · ·I have worked in many states, so for me to answer22·

· · · ··that would be -- I'm not sure how I would answer23·

· · · ··that.24·

·Q.· · ·Are you primarily in Ohio?25·
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·A.· · ·See, once again, that would be a matter of·1·

· · · ··interpretation.··What does primarily mean?··I·2·

· · · ··mean, sometimes, some years I barely do any work·3·

· · · ··in Ohio and I'm traveling and traveling and·4·

· · · ··traveling.··Some years, like this year, last·5·

· · · ··year, most all of my work was in Ohio.··So that's·6·

· · · ··a relative way to answer because I'm not sure how·7·

· · · ··to answer you.·8·

·Q.· · ·Potentially could you work in every state?··I·9·

· · · ··mean, is there --10·

·A.· · ·Certainly.··There's nothing that would prevent me11·

· · · ··from doing so, other than me not wanting to take12·

· · · ··on certain areas.13·

·Q.· · ·Now, you mentioned, as I understand it, that you14·

· · · ··hire subcontractors from time to time.··And I15·

· · · ··believe you always hire them as independent16·

· · · ··contractors?17·

·A.· · ·Always.18·

·Q.· · ·Is there a particular reason for that?19·

·A.· · ·Just because of the main fact that petition20·

· · · ··drives are always short-term.··Sometimes they21·

· · · ··only last five days.··So to call someone an22·

· · · ··employee and only give them five days of work or23·

· · · ··one week of work out of the year, that's just not24·

· · · ··the way that this business operates at a proper25·
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· · · ··manner.·1·

·Q.· · ·How long has OPP existed?·2·

·A.· · ·I think we were two years old in March.··We, me·3·

· · · ··and my dogs.·4·

·Q.· · ·So about two years?·5·

·A.· · ·Yeah.·6·

·Q.· · ·And how long have you been involved in petition·7·

· · · ··drives?·8·

·A.· · ·Since 2007.·9·

·Q.· · ·And how did you get your start?10·

·A.· · ·It's a long story.··Do you want to hear it?11·

·Q.· · ·I do.12·

·A.· · ·All right.··I was a psychic reader for many years13·

· · · ··working at the same bar.··Had a gal pal.··She was14·

· · · ··out of work.··Went into the bar one day and15·

· · · ··someone said, hey, there is a note for Cathy16·

· · · ··here.··Will you give it to her?··I said, well,17·

· · · ··Cathy moved out of state, but let me see the18·

· · · ··note, and if it's major, I will find a way to get19·

· · · ··it to her.··Open it up:··Hey, Cathy, heard you20·

· · · ··were looking for work.··Give these guys a call.21·

· · · ··They do petitions, signature collecting.··I22·

· · · ··thought, okay, I will give it a call.··The guy23·

· · · ··says yes, we collect signatures from registered24·

· · · ··voters.··I said, it couldn't possibly be that25·
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· · · ··easy.·1·

· · · · · · ·Ten minutes through an orientation session,·2·

· · · ··out the door I went with paperwork.··Next thing·3·

· · · ··you know, I was a petitioner at the Cleveland·4·

· · · ··Metroparks Zoo, and quickly became a master·5·

· · · ··petitioner in the state bringing high quality·6·

· · · ··validity.··That's what my company stands on.··My·7·

· · · ··company motto is a partnership with you for one·8·

· · · ··common goal, success, to make sure that we bring·9·

· · · ··the highest amount of signatures at the highest10·

· · · ··amount of validity.··So that when my clients go11·

· · · ··in to get their ballot language approved, for12·

· · · ··example, some companies have to put in 3,000,13·

· · · ··2,000 signatures to make sure they have 1,00014·

· · · ··good ones.··My company can do 1,500.15·

·Q.· · ·You used the term master petitioner.··Is that a16·

· · · ··term of art in this industry?17·

·A.· · ·Absolutely.18·

·Q.· · ·What does it mean?19·

·A.· · ·That means you can produce 500 to 1,00020·

· · · ··signatures a week when you're out petitioning at21·

· · · ··a 75 percent validity rate or higher all the time22·

· · · ··without fail.23·

·Q.· · ·Is master petitioner a term that's used for24·

· · · ··circulators?25·
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·A.· · ·It's a term that I use.··I don't know how many·1·

· · · ··other people use that term, but that is the term·2·

· · · ··that I use.··That is the term that some people·3·

· · · ··have used to refer to me.·4·

·Q.· · ·You mentioned that you take pride in the fact·5·

· · · ··that you have a higher validity rate on your·6·

· · · ··signatures than other companies in this industry.·7·

· · · ··What is it that you do differently than them that·8·

· · · ··results in that?·9·

·A.· · ·That's company secret.··That's a special --10·

·Q.· · ·Confidential.11·

·A.· · ·It's a training process that I have that nobody12·

· · · ··else can seem to get a grasp on.··And I also13·

· · · ··don't allow people to come into my office and be14·

· · · ··an independent contractor that bring me bad work.15·

· · · ··They can bring me bad work one or two times.··I16·

· · · ··will re-orientate them again in regards to how to17·

· · · ··do this the exact correct way, make sure you have18·

· · · ··got your voter cards done, this is how many voter19·

· · · ··cards you should have when you have this many20·

· · · ··signatures.··If they continue to give or have21·

· · · ··poor performance, I won't buy their signatures22·

· · · ··anymore, and they can go cause somebody else that23·

· · · ··kind of trouble.··I don't have time for people24·

· · · ··that give me bad work.25·
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·Q.· · ·So it sounds like part of this is you are very·1·

· · · ··vigilant about making sure that the folks that·2·

· · · ··you hire as circulators have a high validity·3·

· · · ··rate?·4·

·A.· · ·That's right.··Or they can take it someplace·5·

· · · ··else.·6·

·Q.· · ·But it sounds like you don't believe that·7·

· · · ··everyone in the industry does that, as well?·8·

·A.· · ·Well, listen:··This is a business that some·9·

· · · ··people will try to do all kinds of crazy things,10·

· · · ··you know, and it's up to me to stop those things11·

· · · ··from happening.··Other petition drives have had12·

· · · ··problems where 16-year-old kids have registered13·

· · · ··to vote.··Really?··If any one of my people were14·

· · · ··ever caught misrepresenting and allowing a15·

· · · ··16-year-old child to fill out a voter card, that16·

· · · ··would be the last they would ever get paperwork17·

· · · ··from me, that's for sure.18·

·Q.· · ·So it unfortunately sounds like, at least in this19·

· · · ··industry, you see that other circulating20·

· · · ··companies quite frequently allow misrepresented21·

· · · ··signatures to appear on --22·

·A.· · ·No.··Nobody allows it.··No, no, no.··Nobody23·

· · · ··allows it.··No.··Nobody allows it.··Everybody24·

· · · ··does everything they can to make sure that those25·
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· · · ··things are stopped immediately when they are·1·

· · · ··found.··Those people are released from collecting·2·

· · · ··signatures.·3·

·Q.· · ·When you say those people, you mean the·4·

· · · ··circulators?·5·

·A.· · ·Absolutely.··We'll have a wall of people's names·6·

· · · ··that are not to be hired because we've had·7·

· · · ··problems with them in the past.··Every office --·8·

· · · ··believe me, every office does their absolute 100·9·

· · · ··percent due diligence to make sure those things10·

· · · ··don't happen.11·

·Q.· · ·Let me ask you this.12·

·A.· · ·Because if they do, they get charged back for all13·

· · · ··those bad signatures.··There's not a coordinator14·

· · · ··in this state that wants any of those things to15·

· · · ··happen.16·

·Q.· · ·When you say charged back, what do you mean they17·

· · · ··get charged back?18·

·A.· · ·That means this:··That means if I say, for19·

· · · ··example, have a petitioner that thinks they can20·

· · · ··skirt the system, collect signatures, and then21·

· · · ··maybe a month later collect signatures from those22·

· · · ··same exact people thinking someone is not going23·

· · · ··to check those signatures, because we check them24·

· · · ··all, as soon as we find someone is doing25·
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· · · ··duplicates like that, not only do we not buy·1·

· · · ··signatures from those people anymore, but that·2·

· · · ··coordinator that took the first set of signatures·3·

· · · ··has to get charged back because they consider·4·

· · · ··them all fraudulent.··There is a very hard due·5·

· · · ··process system to make sure that things are done·6·

· · · ··with the highest amount of integrity on behalf of·7·

· · · ··the client to make sure that things are done in·8·

· · · ··absolutely the positively right way.·9·

·Q.· · ·You're referring to what you do?10·

·A.· · ·I am referring to most every coordinator I have11·

· · · ··ever come in contact with that has the same due12·

· · · ··diligence.··Their livelihood depends on them13·

· · · ··doing the job the exact right way.14·

·Q.· · ·How many petition drives have you been involved15·

· · · ··in in Ohio in the last five years do you think,16·

· · · ··statewide petition drives?17·

·A.· · ·Statewide, probably -- there hasn't been very18·

· · · ··many in the last five years.··I would say maybe19·

· · · ··only three, maybe even two.··I mostly have done20·

· · · ··ballot language and other things.··There hasn't21·

· · · ··been hardly anything running statewide.22·

·Q.· · ·How did you first get involved with the petition23·

· · · ··drive related to the Ohio Drug Price Relief Act?24·

·A.· · ·I got a phone call, or I think I did.··Actually,25·
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· · · ··I got a text message that said we're starting a·1·

· · · ··petition in Ohio.··Are you interested in work?·2·

·Q.· · ·Who was the text message from?·3·

·A.· · ·PCI -- not PCI, Elite Campaigns.·4·

·Q.· · ·And who was it from at Elite Campaigns?·5·

·A.· · ·Eric Tincher, T-I-N-C-H-E-R.··I'm really not·6·

· · · ··sure.·7·

·Q.· · ·Now, I think at -- when you testified before the·8·

· · · ··Cuyahoga Board -- County Board of Elections, you·9·

· · · ··had mentioned you had seen some ballot language10·

· · · ··that sought approval, and that had kind of raised11·

· · · ··to you that there was an opportunity?12·

·A.· · ·Yes.··But I don't always -- I'm not always able13·

· · · ··to work directly with the committee to represent,14·

· · · ··because many times there are renegotiations with15·

· · · ··another company, which is how that happened.16·

· · · ··They are the company that actually got the17·

· · · ··contract.··When I saw their ballot language, as I18·

· · · ··always do, I keep an eye.··That's my job.··That's19·

· · · ··how I keep myself alive.··I watch the Attorney20·

· · · ··General's website.··When I see things have been21·

· · · ··approved, I try to contact the committee to22·

· · · ··represent so I can be a participant in the23·

· · · ··petition drive.··But that's not how that one came24·

· · · ··about.25·
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·Q.· · ·So you got a text message from Mr. Tincher·1·

· · · ··alerting you that there was going to be a·2·

· · · ··statewide petition drive?·3·

·A.· · ·Correct.·4·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall when -- just roughly when that text·5·

· · · ··would have come in?·6·

·A.· · ·I want to say May or June of last year.··At least·7·

· · · ··a month I probably -- maybe almost a month before·8·

· · · ··the petition started.·9·

·Q.· · ·So you got that text message.··What happened10·

· · · ··next?11·

·A.· · ·I think I said, yeah.··What area do you have12·

· · · ··available?13·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall what the response was?14·

·A.· · ·Youngstown.15·

·Q.· · ·So what happened next in that process?16·

·A.· · ·I went to attempt to work Youngstown.··I got an17·

· · · ··office open, and found out that it was an area18·

· · · ··where people refuse to go to work.19·

·Q.· · ·Let's take a step back.20·

· · · · · · ·Did you have a written agreement with Elite21·

· · · ··Campaigns?22·

·A.· · ·No.23·

·Q.· · ·Is it pretty typical in this industry to work24·

· · · ··without written agreements?25·



Pamela Lauter 5/3/2016

Page 24

·A.· · ·Yes.··Because we are somewhat of a family.··We·1·

· · · ··all work together, and have worked together for·2·

· · · ··many years.··So did it always start out that way?·3·

· · · ··I don't even remember, quite frankly.··But yeah,·4·

· · · ··this is a business that's based on a little bit·5·

· · · ··of trust and knowing the right people to work·6·

· · · ··for.·7·

·Q.· · ·So just to be clear then, were you or was OPP·8·

· · · ··actually the entity that was hired?·9·

·A.· · ·Yes.10·

·Q.· · ·You both were?··What I'm saying is did Elite11·

· · · ··Campaign hire Pam Lauter or did it hire OPP?12·

·A.· · ·Well, we come together.··Because Ohio Petitioning13·

· · · ··Partners is the coordinating management14·

· · · ··organization.··But I, Pamela Jean Lauter, is15·

· · · ··still able to and do collect signatures.16·

·Q.· · ·As far as the -- it sounds like Elite Campaigns17·

· · · ··hired you to be a coordinator in the Youngstown18·

· · · ··area, correct?19·

·A.· · ·Correct.20·

·Q.· · ·And it sounds like then that, from your21·

· · · ··respective, that's hiring both OPP and Pam22·

· · · ··Lauter?23·

·A.· · ·Yes.24·

·Q.· · ·So this is in May or June of 2015 that the text25·
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· · · ··message occurs.··You talk to Mr. Tincher about·1·

· · · ··what areas are available, and he says Youngstown.·2·

· · · ··It sounds like at some point after that call, you·3·

· · · ··then get an office location in Youngstown?·4·

·A.· · ·Yes.·5·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall when you would have gotten that·6·

· · · ··office?·7·

·A.· · ·I think we opened it I think August.·8·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall the address?·9·

·A.· · ·Uh-oh.··Boy, oh boy.··I got to tell you, I don't.10·

· · · ··I'm in menopause.··I'm lucky I remember what I'm11·

· · · ··going in the next room for.··I don't remember.12·

· · · ··I'm sorry.13·

·Q.· · ·Besides telling you that Youngstown -- the14·

· · · ··Youngstown area was available, and you're opening15·

· · · ··an office in August 2015, were there any other16·

· · · ··communications between you and Mr. Tincher or17·

· · · ··anyone else at Elite Campaigns about the petition18·

· · · ··drive?19·

·A.· · ·Well, of course.··There has to be.20·

·Q.· · ·What kinds of things did you discuss?21·

·A.· · ·How much the petition pays on the street and what22·

· · · ··the override is and when the turn-in dates are23·

· · · ··basically.··That's pretty much what has to be24·

· · · ··discussed at the beginning of every petition25·
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· · · ··drive.··How much they are going to pay for office·1·

· · · ··expenses, things of that nature.·2·

·Q.· · ·What did they tell you in regard to how much they·3·

· · · ··would pay?·4·

·A.· · ·I'm trying to even think what the relevance of·5·

· · · ··the question of why -- I don't know that I need·6·

· · · ··to divulge --·7·

·Q.· · ·Is it a secret?·8·

·A.· · ·Well, that's proprietary information of what a·9·

· · · ··coordinator gets paid.10·

·Q.· · ·No, no.··What did they tell you -- so how much11·

· · · ··they are willing to pay for signatures is --12·

·A.· · ·That's -- no.··That's public information.··I13·

· · · ··think we paid a dollar a signature on that drive.14·

· · · ··Yes.15·

·Q.· · ·And is it Elite Campaigns who decides what the16·

· · · ··price is going to be per signature?17·

·A.· · ·I can't give you that answer.··I don't know if18·

· · · ··it's who he works for, PCI, I don't know if the19·

· · · ··client makes that decision.··On those types of20·

· · · ··things, I don't know.··I only have that answer21·

· · · ··when a client hires me directly do I have that22·

· · · ··answer.23·

·Q.· · ·But it's fair to say you didn't set that price?24·

·A.· · ·No.25·
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·Q.· · ·Someone else did?·1·

·A.· · ·Absolutely not, no.·2·

·Q.· · ·And you mentioned PCI.··So it sounds like PCI was·3·

· · · ··also involved in this campaign.··Do you know what·4·

· · · ··its role was?·5·

·A.· · ·I'm not sure, but I believe that's who the client·6·

· · · ··hired as the statewide director, and then the·7·

· · · ··rest of us are all subcontractors underneath.·8·

· · · ··Once again, I don't have a real answer to that·9·

· · · ··question.10·

·Q.· · ·But that's your understanding?11·

·A.· · ·That's what I'm guessing.··I mean, it really kind12·

· · · ··of doesn't matter to me where it starts, just as13·

· · · ··long as it ends up right here.14·

·Q.· · ·So your belief was that PCI was the head15·

· · · ··coordinator, and that Elite was a subcontractor?16·

·A.· · ·Yes.17·

·Q.· · ·And then you were a subcontractor of Elite?18·

·A.· · ·A sub sub, and then my people are sub sub subs.19·

·Q.· · ·And I guess I'm just wondering, you're saying20·

· · · ··that was your guess.··Why do you think that was21·

· · · ··the case?··What was it about this campaign that22·

· · · ··led you to believe that that was the roles of23·

· · · ··these entities?24·

·A.· · ·Well, it's a guesstimate because Elite Campaigns25·
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· · · ··is the one that pays me.··The statewide company,·1·

· · · ··I mean, on any petition drive I think I know who·2·

· · · ··that is, but I don't really know who the client·3·

· · · ··hires.··That's all privileged information of who·4·

· · · ··the exact state head contractor is and what the·5·

· · · ··contract is and how much it pays.··That's all·6·

· · · ··between them.··I'm so far down that hill, I don't·7·

· · · ··know anything about that stuff.··You know what I·8·

· · · ··mean?·9·

·Q.· · ·So it's not that there's any reason you shouldn't10·

· · · ··know, it's just that you're not concerned about11·

· · · ··it?12·

·A.· · ·Because it doesn't affect me.··Who is up here13·

· · · ··doesn't affect me down here.··As long as the14·

· · · ··person above me is taking --15·

·Q.· · ·It's not that you asked and they wouldn't tell16·

· · · ··you?17·

·A.· · ·No.··Never.··I never even asked.··It doesn't18·

· · · ··matter.··I mean, it's like we have the President19·

· · · ··of the United States, it's like -- and then the20·

· · · ··rest of us are down here.··Same thing.21·

·Q.· · ·You mentioned something called an override.22·

· · · ··What's that?23·

·A.· · ·That is the earned money that the coordinator24·

· · · ··would receive for doing orientations, handing out25·
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· · · ··paperwork, giving -- handing out paychecks,·1·

· · · ··processing paperwork, to make sure things are in·2·

· · · ··an organized fashion.·3·

·Q.· · ·So that's the compensation for the coordinator?·4·

·A.· · ·Yes.·5·

·Q.· · ·And then you said the other item of information·6·

· · · ··you're typically provided by whoever retains you·7·

· · · ··is the turn-in dates?·8·

·A.· · ·Correct.·9·

·Q.· · ·Are there multiple turn-in dates?10·

·A.· · ·Turn-in dates always change.··Different petition11·

· · · ··drives have different -- sometimes at the12·

· · · ··beginning it's once a week, sometimes it's twice13·

· · · ··a week, sometimes it moves to a daily.··There is14·

· · · ··just no way to answer that.··It changes15·

· · · ··throughout the petition depending on how many16·

· · · ··people are working, how many signatures have been17·

· · · ··turned in, what the deadline is.··All of that is18·

· · · ··continuously subject to change.19·

·Q.· · ·So there are multiple turn-in dates, and they are20·

· · · ··constantly changing?21·

·A.· · ·Yes.22·

·Q.· · ·So it sounds like the categories of information23·

· · · ··that you would have discussed with Mr. Tincher24·

· · · ··were the payment amount for signatures, the25·
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· · · ··override pay to coordinators, and the various·1·

· · · ··turn-in dates as the petition drive occurs?·2·

·A.· · ·And where to ship the paperwork.·3·

·Q.· · ·And does that change, or does that stay the same,·4·

· · · ··where you ship the paperwork, I mean?·5·

·A.· · ·It usually stays the same.·6·

·Q.· · ·Where did you ship the paperwork for this·7·

· · · ··petition drive?·8·

·A.· · ·Michigan.·9·

·Q.· · ·Do you have an understanding as to why it was10·

· · · ··sent to Michigan?11·

·A.· · ·That's where their processing center is for12·

· · · ··validation.13·

·Q.· · ·And do you know who runs that processing center?14·

·A.· · ·I don't.15·

·Q.· · ·When you say a processing center for validation,16·

· · · ··what do you mean by that?17·

·A.· · ·It's where the paperwork has to go so that18·

· · · ··everybody knows who is getting paid, how much19·

· · · ··they are getting paid, how many signatures they20·

· · · ··have there, things of that nature.··I only know21·

· · · ··the basics.··I have no idea what all goes on22·

· · · ··there.··But I know that goes on there, because23·

· · · ··that's what affects my independent contractors.24·

·Q.· · ·Is the processing center who then sends the25·
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· · · ··checks out to the circulators, or do the checks·1·

· · · ··come back through you to go to the circulators?·2·

·A.· · ·They come to Ohio Petitioning Partners so that I·3·

· · · ··can pay my independent contractors.·4·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall what the address was in Michigan by·5·

· · · ··chance?·6·

·A.· · ·I don't.·7·

·Q.· · ·Do you know what city?·8·

·A.· · ·I'm trying to picture a FedEx slip in my mind·9·

· · · ··here.··I don't.10·

·Q.· · ·So we've talked about payment, the payment per11·

· · · ··signature, the override to the coordinator,12·

· · · ··turn-in dates, and where to ship the paperwork.13·

· · · ··Would there have been any other things that you14·

· · · ··would have discussed with anyone at Elite15·

· · · ··Campaigns during the drive?16·

·A.· · ·Not really.··Not unless there was a change or a17·

· · · ··contest, or something, you know.··This is like a18·

· · · ··machine that works the same way every single19·

· · · ··time.20·

·Q.· · ·Now, the override that you are paid, is that21·

· · · ··negotiated separately for every petition drive,22·

· · · ··or is it just told to you here's what it's going23·

· · · ··to be?24·

·A.· · ·It's like it or lump it.··Here's what it is.··You25·
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· · · ··want to take the job?··Sometimes I say yes,·1·

· · · ··sometimes I say no.·2·

·Q.· · ·Is that typically a flat fee, or is that·3·

· · · ··typically in relation to signatures?·4·

·A.· · ·It's typically a flat fee.·5·

·Q.· · ·Is that override the only compensation that a·6·

· · · ··coordinator receives?·7·

·A.· · ·Yes.··It's a very thankless job, trust me,·8·

· · · ··especially at this particular moment right now.·9·

·Q.· · ·Did Elite Campaigns ever provide you any written10·

· · · ··instructions or directions in regard to the11·

· · · ··subject petition drive?12·

·A.· · ·I mean, we know the laws of the State of Ohio,13·

· · · ··and that's what we do orientation on are the laws14·

· · · ··of the State of Ohio.15·

·Q.· · ·I'm sorry, to be clear, because you shook your16·

· · · ··head --17·

·A.· · ·Yes.18·

·Q.· · ·-- Elite Campaigns did not provide you any19·

· · · ··written instructions or directions?20·

·A.· · ·No, they did not.21·

·Q.· · ·And it sounds like that is pretty typical for a22·

· · · ··petition drive, that there aren't written23·

· · · ··instructions or directions, and I mean provided24·

· · · ··from one coordinator to another?25·
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·A.· · ·I wouldn't have that answer.··I only know what·1·

· · · ··happens with me as a coordinator.··I'm a regular·2·

· · · ··coordinator, so I would be handled completely·3·

· · · ··different than a brand new coordinator.··I have·4·

· · · ··no idea how they handle those things.··That's not·5·

· · · ··my end of it.·6·

·Q.· · ·Is it fair to say that you don't typically·7·

· · · ··receive written instructions or directions at·8·

· · · ··this point in your career?·9·

·A.· · ·Correct.··I can promise you if I do something10·

· · · ··wrong, I'm going to receive a whole lot more than11·

· · · ··written.12·

·Q.· · ·Did Elite Campaigns provide you any oral13·

· · · ··instructions or directions in regard to the14·

· · · ··petition drive?15·

·A.· · ·Not that I can think of.16·

·Q.· · ·Now, did any other person or company hire you or17·

· · · ··OPP in regard to the petition drive besides Elite18·

· · · ··Campaigns?19·

·A.· · ·DRW Campaigns had me personally.··He had to go to20·

· · · ··Florida to do another project, and he asked me to21·

· · · ··step in and collect the paperwork and do a couple22·

· · · ··of orientations for the Cleveland office in his23·

· · · ··absence.··And it was right around Christmastime.24·

· · · ··I didn't have the heart to tell these people they25·
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· · · ··weren't going to be able to work anymore, so I·1·

· · · ··went ahead and did that.·2·

·Q.· · ·Who is he?·3·

·A.· · ·Dustin Wefel of DRW Campaigns.·4·

·Q.· · ·Can you spell Wefel?·5·

·A.· · ·W-E-F-E-L.·6·

·Q.· · ·And so it sounds like around Christmas you filled·7·

· · · ··in as basically a coordinator in the Cleveland·8·

· · · ··area for DRW?·9·

·A.· · ·No.··I couldn't say that because I didn't get a10·

· · · ··coordinator's pay.··I was basically just an11·

· · · ··administrative person.12·

·Q.· · ·What duties did you perform?13·

·A.· · ·I just processed the paperwork, handed out the14·

· · · ··paychecks that he provided, and made sure people15·

· · · ··had blank voter registration cards and blank16·

· · · ··paperwork.17·

·Q.· · ·Was your work for DRW limited to that18·

· · · ··administrative role in or around Christmas in19·

· · · ··Cleveland?20·

·A.· · ·Yeah.21·

·Q.· · ·Was there any other person or company that you22·

· · · ··did work for in regard to the petition drive?23·

·A.· · ·Not that I can think of.24·

·Q.· · ·Did you perform any work in the Lucas County or25·
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· · · ··Toledo area on this particular drive?·1·

·A.· · ·No.··But God bless the girl that was out in Lucas·2·

· · · ··County.··She worked all over the state for us.·3·

· · · ··Every time we turned around she was showing up --·4·

· · · ··two and a half hour drive -- here I am to work.·5·

·Q.· · ·Who was that?·6·

·A.· · ·I can't remember that girl's name to save my·7·

· · · ··life.··She wasn't part of my organization.·8·

·Q.· · ·Is she also a coordinator?·9·

·A.· · ·Actually, she was in my office a couple of times.10·

· · · ··I think her name was Haley something.··Because11·

· · · ··she was in my office a couple times.··She also12·

· · · ··worked in my area, in that Youngstown area a13·

· · · ··couple times.14·

·Q.· · ·Was she a circulator or a coordinator?15·

·A.· · ·I don't know.16·

·Q.· · ·Did you have a written agreement with DRW?17·

·A.· · ·No.18·

·Q.· · ·Were there any written instructions or directions19·

· · · ··from DRW for the work you did in Cleveland?20·

·A.· · ·No.··It was Pammy, can you help me out?··I have21·

· · · ··to go to Florida.··Take the paperwork.··I will22·

· · · ··send you the checks.··Make sure everything gets23·

· · · ··shipped out.··That was about it.24·

· · · · · · ·It's so funny, because I had the least25·
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· · · ··amount to do with this entire petition drive.··I·1·

· · · ··had very -- I was the company that had the least·2·

· · · ··-- and the person that had the least amount to do·3·

· · · ··with this whole thing statewide.·4·

·Q.· · ·Would you have received any written or oral·5·

· · · ··instructions or directives from any other person·6·

· · · ··or entity related to this particular petition·7·

· · · ··drive?·8·

·A.· · ·No.·9·

·Q.· · ·Now, you've mentioned DRW.··You have mentioned10·

· · · ··Elite Campaigns.··You've mentioned your own11·

· · · ··company OPP.··Are you aware of what other persons12·

· · · ··or companies were hired to provide a supervisory,13·

· · · ··management, or organizational-type role in regard14·

· · · ··to this petition?15·

·A.· · ·There is only one person that I know.··And when I16·

· · · ··left the Youngstown office, which was not long,17·

· · · ··it didn't take me long to find out these people18·

· · · ··were not going to go to work and I was absolutely19·

· · · ··going to go broke as a coordinator out there, a20·

· · · ··guy by the name of Kevin Moore, Calvin Moore,21·

· · · ··something like that, was the person that took22·

· · · ··over, that I handed the keys over to that office.23·

·Q.· · ·Took over the Youngstown office?24·

·A.· · ·That was my knowledge.25·
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·Q.· · ·And how did you get that knowledge?·1·

·A.· · ·I handed him the keys.·2·

·Q.· · ·You actually handed them to Mr. Moore?·3·

·A.· · ·Yes, I did.··Like they were a gift.··Here, have·4·

· · · ··these keys.·5·

·Q.· · ·I'm sorry.··So why was it that running the·6·

· · · ··Youngstown office was changed to Mr. Moore?·7·

·A.· · ·Because I quit.·8·

·Q.· · ·Why did you quit?·9·

·A.· · ·Because those people out there were doing nothing10·

· · · ··but wasting my time.··You put 100 people through11·

· · · ··orientation and you can't get three of them that12·

· · · ··are turning around and bringing in signatures.13·

· · · ··That's an area of people that don't want to go to14·

· · · ··work.15·

·Q.· · ·You mean the potential circulators --16·

·A.· · ·Correct.17·

·Q.· · ·-- would come in and take orientation, and then18·

· · · ··not actually circulate petitions?19·

·A.· · ·Honest to goodness gracious.··And after three20·

· · · ··weeks I went so broke.··Then I stayed in a hotel21·

· · · ··out there for a week and my entire house got22·

· · · ··robbed while I was gone.··That was enough for me,23·

· · · ··and I was done with the whole mess.··That's why24·

· · · ··everything horrible happened to me in this25·
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· · · ··petition drive, and now I'm sitting in this·1·

· · · ··office.·2·

·Q.· · ·Was that the first time you had met Mr. Moore?·3·

·A.· · ·No.··I met Calvin Moore back in 2007.·4·

·Q.· · ·Is it Calvin or Kelvin?·5·

·A.· · ·Do you know what?··I say Calvin, Kevin.··I'm not·6·

· · · ··sure.··I've probably called him the wrong first·7·

· · · ··name all the times I've seen him across the·8·

· · · ··country.··And I actually have not -- I have seen·9·

· · · ··him probably three times since 2007.10·

·Q.· · ·Now, are you aware -- you mentioned I think also11·

· · · ··before PCI.··Are you aware of whether they were12·

· · · ··hired to provide a13·

· · · ··supervisory/management/organization role?14·

·A.· · ·I was -- make an ass out of you and me.··I was15·

· · · ··assuming.··I couldn't say that for absolute16·

· · · ··positive sure.17·

·Q.· · ·Why did you assume that PCI was involved?··Was18·

· · · ··there something in particular that --19·

·A.· · ·Well, because that's who -- Elite Campaigns20·

· · · ··usually worked under that umbrella.··So that was21·

· · · ··an assumption of mine that may or may not be22·

· · · ··correct.23·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -24·

· ·(Thereupon, Exhibit 2 was marked for the purpose of25·
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· · · · · · · · · · ·identification.)·1·

· · · · · · · · · · · ··- - - - -·2·

·A.· · ·I did forget to tell you that that was e-mailed·3·

· · · ··to us --·4·

·Q.· · ·Let me show it to you first, and then you can·5·

· · · ··tell me.·6·

· · · · · · ·Ms. Lauter, I'm handing you what's been·7·

· · · ··marked as Deposition Exhibit 2.··I will represent·8·

· · · ··to you that this exhibit is three pages that you·9·

· · · ··provided to us in response to the subpoena.10·

· · · · · · ·What is this?11·

·A.· · ·This is what -- and this is only my12·

· · · ··understanding.··Whether this is a 100 percent13·

· · · ··true statement, I'm not privy of that.14·

· · · · · · ·It is my understanding that as you see on15·

· · · ··the bottom of this page where it says Paid for16·

· · · ··Ohioans, Fair Drug Price Act, this, from my17·

· · · ··understanding, were the talking points that the18·

· · · ··client themselves wanted all petitioners and19·

· · · ··coordinators in the state to know and understand20·

· · · ··that this is the way that they wanted their21·

· · · ··petition to be represented, and this way and in22·

· · · ··no other way.··So when we are telling petitioners23·

· · · ··you may not misrepresent, which means what the24·

· · · ··client has provided us as talking points is what25·
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· · · ··they want you to speak about when you are asking·1·

· · · ··for signatures.·2·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall who gave that to you?·3·

·A.· · ·See, that's why I didn't answer you before.··I·4·

· · · ··remember it came in an e-mail, and I don't·5·

· · · ··remember if Dustin from DRW forwarded it to me.·6·

· · · ··I don't remember if Elite Campaigns sent it to·7·

· · · ··me.··I don't remember how I got it the first·8·

· · · ··time.·9·

·Q.· · ·It seems like it's likely it probably came from10·

· · · ··one of those two sources?11·

·A.· · ·Yeah.12·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall as you sit here, were there other13·

· · · ··pages --14·

·A.· · ·No.15·

·Q.· · ·-- to this?16·

·A.· · ·No.··Thank goodness, no.··For heaven's sake,17·

· · · ··these are repetitive enough.··They all say the18·

· · · ··same thing over and over in a different way.19·

·Q.· · ·If you can turn to Page 2 for me.··And at the20·

· · · ··bottom, on the bottom of Page 2 under Who is21·

· · · ··behind the measure, it says that the Ohio Drug22·

· · · ··Price Relief Act is being funded by the AIDS23·

· · · ··Healthcare Foundation.··Do you see that?24·

·A.· · ·I do.25·
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·Q.· · ·Have you ever spoken to anyone from the AIDS·1·

· · · ··Healthcare Foundation?·2·

·A.· · ·I attempted to make a phone call with -- I don't·3·

· · · ··know if it was the AIDS Healthcare Foundation.··I·4·

· · · ··tried to contact somebody locally in Ohio so we·5·

· · · ··could get involved in their events and be present·6·

· · · ··to collect signatures.·7·

·Q.· · ·Was that related to this petition drive, or more·8·

· · · ··generally?·9·

·A.· · ·No.··It was related to this petition drive.10·

· · · ··Because I said, hey -- strategic planning.11·

· · · ··That's what I do.··I have to go to the smartest12·

· · · ··place to get signatures.··So I called them and13·

· · · ··said hey, you know, we've got the petition.··We14·

· · · ··would like to participate in some of your events,15·

· · · ··get some signatures.··Had a meeting set up.··They16·

· · · ··didn't keep the meeting, and I never heard back17·

· · · ··from anybody.18·

·Q.· · ·Was that prior to you getting the text message19·

· · · ··from Elite Campaigns?20·

·A.· · ·No.··Because I would have not known the petition21·

· · · ··was happening until then.··No.··I didn't know who22·

· · · ··was behind it until we got this.··When I got this23·

· · · ··is when I called them to say, hey, let's try to24·

· · · ··work together.25·
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·Q.· · ·How did you know who to call?·1·

·A.· · ·I went online.··I just looked up the local Ohio·2·

· · · ··one.··I'm a digger.··I will try to find whoever I·3·

· · · ··need to find.··If they are not the person, I ask·4·

· · · ··them to find me the right person.·5·

·Q.· · ·So you just went to the AIDS Healthcare·6·

· · · ··Foundation website and looked for an Ohio·7·

· · · ··contact?·8·

·A.· · ·Exactly.··Called them up and said we need as many·9·

· · · ··signatures as soon as we can get them.··I know10·

· · · ··you know that.··How do we work together?11·

·Q.· · ·Did you actually speak to someone, or did you12·

· · · ··just leave a message?13·

·A.· · ·No.··I spoke with someone.··For the life of me --14·

· · · ··he had an odd name -- I want to -- for a man.··I15·

· · · ··think it was an Adrian.··I think it was an Adrian16·

· · · ··at the Ohio --17·

·Q.· · ·Do you know where Adrian was located in Ohio?18·

·A.· · ·I believe in Columbus.19·

·Q.· · ·So what was Adrian's response?20·

·A.· · ·Yeah.··We've got some great events.··Absolutely.21·

· · · ··Set up a meeting.··The meeting didn't happen.··I22·

· · · ··called him.··What happened with the meeting?23·

· · · ··This happened, that happened.··Let's reschedule a24·

· · · ··meeting.··That was the end of that.··I have no25·
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· · · ··idea what happened.··So something said step away·1·

· · · ··so --·2·

·Q.· · ·So it sounds like when you saw who was behind the·3·

· · · ··measure on the summary, you reached out to see if·4·

· · · ··you could help coordinate different strategic·5·

· · · ··ways to get signatures?·6·

·A.· · ·Yes, sir.·7·

·Q.· · ·But besides I guess setting up one meeting that·8·

· · · ··was canceled, there never really was a meeting or·9·

· · · ··strategy session that ever occurred?10·

·A.· · ·No.··There certainly was not.11·

·Q.· · ·Do you have an understanding of what the AIDS12·

· · · ··Healthcare Foundation is or what it does?13·

·A.· · ·Minimally, only because my sister passed away14·

· · · ··from HIV AIDS.··So I --15·

·Q.· · ·I'm sorry to hear that.16·

·A.· · ·I know a little bit.··And that's why this project17·

· · · ··was really important to me, to be done and be18·

· · · ··done the right away.··Because she wouldn't have19·

· · · ··died if she could have afforded her medication,20·

· · · ··and that's a fact.··She died because she couldn't21·

· · · ··afford her medication.22·

·Q.· · ·Do you need some time?23·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. SFERRA:··Let me see if there's24·

· · · · · · · ··tissues.25·
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·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, should we take a break?··Why don't we·1·

· · · ··take a break?·2·

·A.· · ·And of any petition drive in the whole world that·3·

· · · ··I would have made sure that anybody associated·4·

· · · ··with me did this thing exactly right, it was this·5·

· · · ··one.··It's unfortunate that in this country the·6·

· · · ··old mighty dollar is more important than life or·7·

· · · ··death.··It's all about money.·8·

· · · · · · ·So the answer is minimally I knew about·9·

· · · ··them.10·

·Q.· · ·Besides the -- it sounds like there were a couple11·

· · · ··communications with someone in Columbus trying to12·

· · · ··set up a strategy meeting that never occurred.13·

· · · ··Besides that, have you had any other14·

· · · ··communications with anyone affiliated with the15·

· · · ··AIDS Healthcare Foundation?16·

·A.· · ·No.17·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, I want to turn back to Exhibit 1.··Do18·

· · · ··you have that by chance?19·

· · · · · · ·Now, I believe you said that the first two20·

· · · ··pages of Exhibit 1 are the contract that you21·

· · · ··would have circulators sign as they returned PAR22·

· · · ··petitions to you?23·

·A.· · ·Correct.24·

·Q.· · ·And is it fair to say that any circulator who25·
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· · · ··circulated a PAR petition for you related to this·1·

· · · ··petition drive would have signed a substantially·2·

· · · ··similar agreement?·3·

·A.· · ·Yes.·4·

·Q.· · ·And do you use the same agreement regardless of·5·

· · · ··the petition drive?·6·

·A.· · ·Most often, yes.·7·

·Q.· · ·Is that the reason why the name of this·8·

· · · ··particular petition drive doesn't appear anywhere·9·

· · · ··in there?10·

·A.· · ·Correct.··Because this is a contract that I may11·

· · · ··use in another state.··I may just change the word12·

· · · ··in here from Ohio and whatever other -- you know,13·

· · · ··it's -- who wants to make 25 of these every time14·

· · · ··you turn around.15·

·Q.· · ·Turning to that Page 3 again, which I understand16·

· · · ··is what a circulator will sign at orientation?17·

·A.· · ·Yes.18·

·Q.· · ·At the very top of the page it says JSM Florida,19·

· · · ··Incorporated.20·

·A.· · ·I just realized that just now that that was --21·

· · · ··that was an accident that -- I absolutely made a22·

· · · ··mistake and that should have said Ohio23·

· · · ··Petitioning Partners.··Boy oh boy oh boy.··My24·

· · · ··gosh.··Do they all look like that?25·



Pamela Lauter 5/3/2016

Page 46

·Q.· · ·What is JSM Florida, Incorporated?·1·

·A.· · ·That was a company that I was affiliated with on·2·

· · · ··another petition drive that was done right before·3·

· · · ··this.··Boy, that was an -- I can't imagine that I·4·

· · · ··did them all that way.··Boy, was that an·5·

· · · ··accidental error.·6·

·Q.· · ·That's just a typo?·7·

·A.· · ·For heaven's sake, yes.·8·

·Q.· · ·That should have been OPP?·9·

·A.· · ·Yes.··Egg on my face.··That's what happens when10·

· · · ··you have one person doing everything.11·

·Q.· · ·A little below that -- but then there's no doubt,12·

· · · ··though, this is still the page that would have13·

· · · ··applied in this particular drive?14·

·A.· · ·Yes.15·

·Q.· · ·If you look down a couple sentences there,16·

· · · ··there's a sentence that begins, If contractors17·

· · · ··Validity -- do you see that?18·

·A.· · ·Yes.19·

·Q.· · ·It says:··If contractors Validity (as determined20·

· · · ··by the company) is 80 percent or higher, then the21·

· · · ··company will pay the contractor for 100 percent22·

· · · ··of the signatures.23·

·A.· · ·Correct.24·

·Q.· · ·So I read that correctly?25·
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·A.· · ·Yes.·1·

·Q.· · ·Is there ever any concern that a circulator would·2·

· · · ··be willing to permit a few invalid signatures to·3·

· · · ··be placed on a PAR petition because he will get·4·

· · · ··paid for those as long as his validity rate is·5·

· · · ··80 percent or higher?·6·

·A.· · ·That is absolutely not what we speak about in·7·

· · · ··orientation.··That percentage is because we know·8·

· · · ··that when you work with the general public, even·9·

· · · ··me as a, quote, call myself master petitioner, I10·

· · · ··know, whether I like it or don't like it, there's11·

· · · ··about 20 to 25 percent of the people that are not12·

· · · ··going to tell me the truth, knowingly or13·

· · · ··unknowingly, because they (A) don't know it, (B)14·

· · · ··don't understand it, or (C) maybe just don't want15·

· · · ··to tell you that.··I can't say that any16·

· · · ··petitioner would do such a thing.··I would tell17·

· · · ··you if I found that out, I would be done with18·

· · · ··them.··That's not what we want in -- we want19·

· · · ··every single person that signs to be a current,20·

· · · ··updated registered voter that is currently21·

· · · ··receiving mail from the Board of Elections.··I22·

· · · ··don't want you on my paperwork otherwise.··It23·

· · · ··doesn't do the project any good.··We can't get to24·

· · · ··the ballot that way.25·
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·Q.· · ·It sounds like, though, from what I hear, that's·1·

· · · ··not the reason that you have that clause in·2·

· · · ··there, but it is a concern.··But if you ever·3·

· · · ··learned that someone was doing that, you would·4·

· · · ··not use them anymore?·5·

·A.· · ·Absolutely not.··That would be considered a·6·

· · · ··fraud.··No, absolutely not.··I'm not interested·7·

· · · ··in paying people to play tricks.··I like to hire·8·

· · · ··people out of churches where I can actually get·9·

· · · ··them to work in the highest amount of integrity.10·

·Q.· · ·And I think that also on that same page you had11·

· · · ··mentioned that there is a section that's entitled12·

· · · ··State and local/company guidelines a little lower13·

· · · ··down on that page, correct?14·

·A.· · ·Yes.15·

·Q.· · ·And my understanding is that this is the16·

· · · ··information that you would provide to potential17·

· · · ··circulators that was specific to Ohio?18·

·A.· · ·Correct.19·

·Q.· · ·Are there any other guidelines that were provided20·

· · · ··to circulators that were not provided on this21·

· · · ··page?22·

·A.· · ·They would have been in the rest of this.23·

·Q.· · ·When you say the rest of this, they would have24·

· · · ··appeared somewhere in Exhibit 1?25·
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·A.· · ·The rest of the independent contracting·1·

· · · ··agreement.·2·

· · · · · · ·Yeah.··That was a mistake on that page,·3·

· · · ··because most of them say OPP.··So that must have·4·

· · · ··been just a mistake.·5·

·Q.· · ·Now, you mentioned that you served as a·6·

· · · ··coordinator for the petition drive in Youngstown?·7·

·A.· · ·Yes.·8·

·Q.· · ·And did you serve as a coordinator anywhere else·9·

· · · ··in the state?10·

·A.· · ·On that petition drive?11·

·Q.· · ·Yes.12·

·A.· · ·No.··Wait a minute, that can be left up to13·

· · · ··interpretation.··I could say -- I would have to14·

· · · ··say yes because there were a couple people in15·

· · · ··Cuyahoga County that turned in to me.··So I guess16·

· · · ··I would have to say yes.17·

·Q.· · ·So it sounds like you were primarily a18·

· · · ··coordinator in Youngstown, but also, to a limited19·

· · · ··extent, in Cleveland?20·

·A.· · ·Just a couple of people that have worked for me21·

· · · ··before that wanted to continue not turning into22·

· · · ··someone else, yes.23·

·Q.· · ·And just for my benefit, when you say that you24·

· · · ··were working in Cleveland or Youngstown, does25·
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· · · ··that mean that you were working in Mahoning·1·

· · · ··County and Cuyahoga County?··Or what geographical·2·

· · · ··areas would that cover if you are working in·3·

· · · ··those areas?·4·

·A.· · ·Now --·5·

·Q.· · ·Are they limited at all?·6·

·A.· · ·No.··They are not limited at all.··For heaven's·7·

· · · ··sake, one of the very first things we did was the·8·

· · · ··Geauga County Fair.··We had people from all kinds·9·

· · · ··of counties signing at that fairground.··We had a10·

· · · ··couple thousand signatures in that time frame.11·

· · · ··It's just like when I'm at the Cleveland12·

· · · ··Metroparks Zoo.··I may have people from 2513·

· · · ··different counties sign my petition there.14·

·Q.· · ·So then I guess it's fair to say that even if15·

· · · ··you're coordinating primarily in Youngstown, you16·

· · · ··could still -- your circulators could still be17·

· · · ··getting signatures from all over the state?18·

·A.· · ·They are independent contractors.··I can't tell19·

· · · ··them when to work, where to work, how many hours20·

· · · ··to work, what part of the county to work.··I21·

· · · ··can't tell them to do any of those kinds of22·

· · · ··things.··I can't.23·

·Q.· · ·But just to be clear, though, potentially,24·

· · · ··though, they could be turning in signatures from25·
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· · · ··all across the state then?·1·

·A.· · ·Absolutely.··They potentially could do that, yes.·2·

· · · ··Yes.··I have people that work in Cuyahoga County·3·

· · · ··that may go to Columbus and visit their family·4·

· · · ··and take signatures while they are in Columbus·5·

· · · ··and bring them back to me.·6·

·Q.· · ·Now, my understanding is one of your duties as a·7·

· · · ··coordinator included what I've learned is called·8·

· · · ··purging the deck?·9·

·A.· · ·Correct.10·

·Q.· · ·What is purging the deck?11·

·A.· · ·Purging the deck is highlighting in some way,12·

· · · ··shape, or form these signatures in that deck or13·

· · · ··booklet that do not belong and will not be14·

· · · ··counted by the local board of elections, by the15·

· · · ··state, by the head contractor, or by the client.16·

· · · ··Say, for example, if I've got a booklet that is a17·

· · · ··Cuyahoga County booklet -- as you see it says Do18·

· · · ··Not Mix Counties -- you as a Summit County person19·

· · · ··cannot sign my Cuyahoga County booklet.··However,20·

· · · ··you may make a mistake.··You and I may not have21·

· · · ··counted that or caught that at the time that it22·

· · · ··happened.··You as a circulator are supposed to23·

· · · ··check all of your work before you bring it to me24·

· · · ··to make sure that anything like that that doesn't25·
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· · · ··belong is not in there as counted for signatures.·1·

· · · ··Do you understand?·2·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, when you use the term booklet, that's·3·

· · · ··not on this PAR petition, right?··It's one of the·4·

· · · ··petitions they are taking out?·5·

·A.· · ·Correct.··The booklet is the entire petition from·6·

· · · ··beginning to end.··So if you did not do your due·7·

· · · ··diligence because -- for whatever reason, you got·8·

· · · ··lazy, you didn't want to, you accidentally made a·9·

· · · ··mistake, and you handed your booklet into me and10·

· · · ··told me that you had X and so amount of good11·

· · · ··valid signatures, and you missed two of them from12·

· · · ··Summit County, fresh eyes, I happen to see it13·

· · · ··while I'm going through your book to make your14·

· · · ··paycheck, I say, well, you've missed that two15·

· · · ··people are there from Summit County.··I'm going16·

· · · ··to make a notation two from Summit County17·

· · · ··somewhere, so that when you come to me for pay,18·

· · · ··your receipt may say 56 rough count, but now I19·

· · · ··have to say, you know you missed two from Summit?20·

· · · ··Oh, did I?··Okay.··Everybody knows that you miss21·

· · · ··some sometimes.··It's lots and lots of paperwork,22·

· · · ··lots and lots of stuff together.··So we would23·

· · · ··highlight those for nonpayment, as we would24·

· · · ··highlight somebody that, for example, didn't put25·
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· · · ··an address down.··Nobody can count that, so that·1·

· · · ··has to be --·2·

· · · · · · ·We don't want petitioners scratching and·3·

· · · ··scribbling and making messes of the paperwork·4·

· · · ··scratching stuff all over the place, because the·5·

· · · ··last thing we want is that paperwork to appear as·6·

· · · ··if someone has done anything fraudulent.··So what·7·

· · · ··we do for payroll purposes is we highlight those·8·

· · · ··for nonpayment.·9·

·Q.· · ·So it sounds like --10·

·A.· · ·Did we happen to use a black washable magic11·

· · · ··marker in this case instead of a bright yellow12·

· · · ··highlighter?··Absolutely.··Is that considered13·

· · · ··striking them from the deck?··Not in our minds14·

· · · ··it's not.··That is called purging that deck for15·

· · · ··nonpayment, because that's a Summit County in a16·

· · · ··Cuyahoga County book, and it can't get paid on.17·

·Q.· · ·So it sounds like what purging the deck is then18·

· · · ··is when a circulator turns in a PAR petition, you19·

· · · ··review it to look for invalid signatures for20·

· · · ··whatever reason that it would be invalid?21·

·A.· · ·They are supposed to do it, as well.22·

·Q.· · ·Sure.23·

· · · · · · ·If you as coordinator find a signature24·

· · · ··that's invalid, you would then cross through it25·
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· · · ··with the black marker, and that's how payroll·1·

· · · ··would know not to pay it?·2·

·A.· · ·And I wouldn't say cross through it, because that·3·

· · · ··assumes like we are trying to cross it out.··We·4·

· · · ··are highlighting it.·5·

·Q.· · ·Well, I just meant that you would -- but where·6·

· · · ··you would put your mark, though, would be on the·7·

· · · ··line where that signature occurs?·8·

·A.· · ·Correct.·9·

· · · · · · ·Now, when you say cross through it,10·

· · · ··sometimes you come up to me at the DMV, or11·

· · · ··whatever, you sign the petition, you go, oh, I'm12·

· · · ··not Cuyahoga County.··You may put a line through13·

· · · ··it.··Okay.··Not what I wanted to have happen, but14·

· · · ··okay.··You could say, you know, I decided --15·

· · · ··you've walked away.··You turn your back.··You16·

· · · ··know, I decided I really didn't want to sign17·

· · · ··that.··Will you scratch my name off?··I'll go,18·

· · · ··yes, ma'am, and I will put a line through it.19·

· · · ··But when that black appeared, that's only a20·

· · · ··highlight for nonpayment.··It's not a removal of21·

· · · ··the signature.··It's never intended to be that22·

· · · ··ever.23·

·Q.· · ·It's your understanding that this practice was24·

· · · ··something that Elite Campaigns wanted you to do,25·
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· · · ··correct?·1·

·A.· · ·We've done it in every state.··Every coordinator·2·

· · · ··wants things done in a different way.··We've done·3·

· · · ··it that way in every state for that organization,·4·

· · · ··and that was the common practice that was used.·5·

·Q.· · ·So it's fair to say that your past experience·6·

· · · ··with Elite Campaigns and DRW and PCI was that you·7·

· · · ··were to go through and mark these signatures --·8·

·A.· · ·Highlight those signatures for nonpayment, yes.·9·

·Q.· · ·So it sounds like then, if I understand it, even10·

· · · ··though your office was located in Youngstown, you11·

· · · ··could still be purging the deck as to petitions12·

· · · ··that related to Geauga County or Lorain County or13·

· · · ··Cuyahoga County?14·

·A.· · ·Yep.··If they turn their paperwork into my office15·

· · · ··and they were a contractor that worked underneath16·

· · · ··me, yeah, I process all their paperwork17·

· · · ··regardless of where it came from.··If there's a18·

· · · ··circulator signing it, I process it.19·

·Q.· · ·And it's also fair to say that it was your20·

· · · ··understanding that this practice was being done21·

· · · ··by other coordinators throughout the state?22·

·A.· · ·It was my understanding that that was the way we23·

· · · ··were all doing things.24·

·Q.· · ·That was the way coordinators were doing it25·
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· · · ··throughout the state on this particular petition?·1·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. COLOMBO:··I will just object on·2·

· · · · · · · ··hearsay.·3·

· · · · · · · · · · ·You can go ahead and answer.·4·

·A.· · ·It was only my understanding.··And right, I would·5·

· · · ··absolutely say hearsay.··I don't know that answer·6·

· · · ··for sure.··You're asking me to give you an answer·7·

· · · ··that --·8·

·Q.· · ·I'm just asking you based on your prior·9·

· · · ··experience with these particular coordinators --10·

· · · ··I'm sorry, with these companies, PCI, Elite11·

· · · ··Campaigns, DRW, this is your experience that's12·

· · · ··how it was always done?13·

·A.· · ·My experience.14·

·Q.· · ·Yes.15·

·A.· · ·Yes.16·

·Q.· · ·Now, on the PAR petition or the booklet, at the17·

· · · ··back of the PAR petition, a circulator has to18·

· · · ··sign an attestation under penalty of perjury,19·

· · · ··correct?20·

·A.· · ·Correct.21·

·Q.· · ·And among other things, as part of that22·

· · · ··attestation, the circulator has to attest to the23·

· · · ··number of signatures that he or she witnessed?24·

·A.· · ·Correct.25·
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·Q.· · ·Do you know the reason behind or the purpose·1·

· · · ··behind that requirement?·2·

·A.· · ·I guess legally I would have to say no.··I'm not·3·

· · · ··exactly sure.·4·

·Q.· · ·Now, on the PAR petitions that were circulated as·5·

· · · ··part of this petition, the maximum number of·6·

· · · ··signatures that could be placed on a PAR petition·7·

· · · ··is 28, correct?·8·

·A.· · ·I don't know how many signatures.··I don't·9·

· · · ··remember how many signatures our booklet had.··I10·

· · · ··don't know if it was 28, 36.··I don't even11·

· · · ··remember.12·

·Q.· · ·Let me look at one.13·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:··Can we mark this as 3,14·

· · · · · · · ··please?15·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -16·

· ·(Thereupon, Exhibit 3 was marked for the purpose of17·

· · · · · · · · · · ·identification.)18·

· · · · · · · · · · · ··- - - - -19·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, handing you what's been marked as20·

· · · ··Exhibit 3.··I will represent to you that this is21·

· · · ··a copy of a PAR petition that was circulated in22·

· · · ··Franklin County that was submitted to the Ohio23·

· · · ··Secretary of State.··We obtained this copy from24·

· · · ··the Ohio Secretary of State.25·
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· · · · · · ·If you take a look at this, does this jog·1·

· · · ··your memory about how many signatures --·2·

·A.· · ·Yeah.··But I can promise you I would have never·3·

· · · ··ever taken this paperwork from this person and·4·

· · · ··let them put a 28 back there with one signature·5·

· · · ··in that book.··I don't know who let that happen,·6·

· · · ··but I would have never let that happen.·7·

·Q.· · ·Why wouldn't you have let that happen?·8·

·A.· · ·Because that's not how many signatures are in·9·

· · · ··that book.··Somehow that person had a great10·

· · · ··misunderstanding, or maybe -- and I will tell you11·

· · · ··this happened more often than you'd like to think12·

· · · ··-- because these papers were only stapled one13·

· · · ··way, just this way.··Sometimes they get in like14·

· · · ··this, and this guy might have actually -- I don't15·

· · · ··know, I'm just giving you an example of what I16·

· · · ··have seen and what has actually happened to me --17·

· · · ··didn't realize that two were tangled in each18·

· · · ··other and put that 28 there.19·

·Q.· · ·But he'd have to sign two different ones in that20·

· · · ··instance, though, or one would be unsigned?21·

·A.· · ·He might not have realized it at the time.··He22·

· · · ··might have realized it later and then didn't23·

· · · ··correct his mistake.··I can't even say why24·

· · · ··somebody would do something like this.··This is25·
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· · · ··not anything that we teach to be done, that's for·1·

· · · ··sure.··Yeah.··I don't know why anybody would do·2·

· · · ··that.··We don't tell anybody to do anything like·3·

· · · ··this at orientation.··And whoever took this·4·

· · · ··person's paperwork, I would like to think they·5·

· · · ··would have said, what are you doing?··Why in the·6·

· · · ··world did you do that?··That doesn't even make·7·

· · · ··any sense to me.·8·

·Q.· · ·Do you know a circulator by the name of Fifi·9·

· · · ··Harper?10·

·A.· · ·Never heard of him/her.··I have no idea.11·

·Q.· · ·Do you know of a circulator by the name Roy12·

· · · ··Jackson?13·

·A.· · ·Never heard of that person.··Most of these people14·

· · · ··-- I looked at the list.··Go ahead.15·

·Q.· · ·How about Casey Veliquette?16·

·A.· · ·No.17·

·Q.· · ·Now, I think you did mention earlier that you18·

· · · ··were familiar with someone named Kelvin Moore?19·

·A.· · ·Yes.20·

·Q.· · ·And do you by chance know what his permanent21·

· · · ··residence address is?22·

·A.· · ·I have no clue.··Like I said, that was the first23·

· · · ··time I had laid eyes on Kelvin in years and24·

· · · ··years.··No clue.25·
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·Q.· · ·The other times that you had run into him, was·1·

· · · ··that as part of petition drives that were·2·

· · · ··occurring in Ohio?·3·

·A.· · ·No.·4·

·Q.· · ·So all of those were in different states?·5·

·A.· · ·Actually, the first time I met him was in Ohio in·6·

· · · ··2007.··The other two times I saw him were in·7·

· · · ··other states.··And that was the first time I had·8·

· · · ··seen him in years was in Youngstown.·9·

·Q.· · ·Do you know who William Booth is?10·

·A.· · ·Never heard of that person.11·

·Q.· · ·Do you know who Daniel Darland is?12·

·A.· · ·No.13·

·Q.· · ·Do you know who Tracy Jones is?14·

·A.· · ·No.15·

·Q.· · ·How about Latonya Thurman?16·

·A.· · ·No.17·

·Q.· · ·Now, prior to today, had you met any of the folks18·

· · · ··in this room before?19·

·A.· · ·This gentleman looks familiar by face, but I20·

· · · ··don't know how.21·

· · · · · · · · · · ·THE WITNESS:··I don't want to point,22·

· · · · · · · ··but you look familiar by face, but I23·

· · · · · · · ··don't know how.24·

·A.· · ·But I petition all over the earth.··It could have25·
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· · · ··been the golf show.··It could have been anywhere.·1·

· · · ··People are like, you're everywhere.··I'm like, so·2·

· · · ··are you.·3·

·Q.· · ·You have met Don McTigue before, right?·4·

·A.· · ·Yes.·5·

·Q.· · ·How do you know him?·6·

·A.· · ·Just through the petitioning process.··He's been·7·

· · · ··an attorney that's been used a couple of times.·8·

· · · ··And the Board of Elections I believe was the·9·

· · · ··first time I had met him in person.10·

·Q.· · ·You mean the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections11·

· · · ··hearing related to this petition?12·

·A.· · ·Yes.13·

·Q.· · ·Have you had any conversations with Mr. McTigue14·

· · · ··about this particular petition?15·

·A.· · ·Not about the petition.··I mean, obviously when I16·

· · · ··got this paperwork I called to see what's going17·

· · · ··on, why is this happening, and is somebody18·

· · · ··supposed to represent me?··And the next thing you19·

· · · ··know Jed's a millionaire and Pammy is hung out in20·

· · · ··the air by herself.··So that was the last time I21·

· · · ··talked to him.22·

·Q.· · ·So he's not representing you in this matter?23·

·A.· · ·It's my understanding he's not allowed to, so I24·

· · · ··have no clue what's going on.25·
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·Q.· · ·Why is it your understanding that he's not·1·

· · · ··allowed to?·2·

·A.· · ·I believe he said that he represents the·3·

· · · ··petitioners, which are the signers of the·4·

· · · ··petition, not the circulators or coordinators.··I·5·

· · · ··am confused on the entire ball of wax.·6·

·Q.· · ·But he said because of that, he couldn't·7·

· · · ··represent you?·8·

·A.· · ·That was my understanding.·9·

·Q.· · ·Did you have any other conversations besides10·

· · · ··that?11·

·A.· · ·No.··Because when he said I'm not even supposed12·

· · · ··to talk to you, have a nice day, and I said okay,13·

· · · ··goodbye.14·

·Q.· · ·Do you recall when that conversation would have15·

· · · ··occurred?16·

·A.· · ·Probably when I first started getting these17·

· · · ··delightful little packages from you folks.18·

·Q.· · ·I meant to ask you some questions about the19·

· · · ··logistics of payment.20·

· · · · · · ·When it's time for the circulator to be21·

· · · ··paid, logistically, how is it that the circulator22·

· · · ··actually ends up getting paid?··Where does that23·

· · · ··check come from or does that payment come from?24·

·A.· · ·If they are a contractor, it comes from me.25·
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·Q.· · ·So the check would literally be an OPP check?·1·

·A.· · ·Yes.··Ohio Petitioning Partner's check, yes.·2·

·Q.· · ·And are you then reimbursed by Elite Campaigns?·3·

·A.· · ·Before I write checks to my contractors, they·4·

· · · ··have already paid me on signatures that have been·5·

· · · ··collected and turned in, and that's how I make my·6·

· · · ··payment.·7·

·Q.· · ·So you turn in the completed PAR petitions to·8·

· · · ··Elite Campaigns?·9·

·A.· · ·Correct.10·

·Q.· · ·And then they cut the check to you?11·

·A.· · ·Correct.12·

·Q.· · ·And then you in turn cut the check to the13·

· · · ··circulators?14·

·A.· · ·Correct.15·

·Q.· · ·And do you know whether or not Elite Campaigns16·

· · · ··gets reimbursed or has to be paid first before it17·

· · · ··can cut a check to you?18·

·A.· · ·That's their business.··I have no knowledge of19·

· · · ··their business and its operation.··I only know my20·

· · · ··own.21·

·Q.· · ·Do you have to issue any sort of tax reporting22·

· · · ··for the circulators you pay?23·

·A.· · ·Absolutely.··Everybody fills out a W-9.··Once24·

· · · ··they have earned more than $650 with me, I have25·
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· · · ··to file a 1099 for them, miscellaneous income for·1·

· · · ··the end of the year.·2·

·Q.· · ·Do you have any of those forms related to this·3·

· · · ··petition drive?··I don't believe there were any·4·

· · · ··in what you produced so far.·5·

·A.· · ·Then that must have been an accident.··I have to·6·

· · · ··tell you something:··I think I only had two·7·

· · · ··people that even made over $650.··Like I said,·8·

· · · ··they would not go to work.··I can get those to·9·

· · · ··you if you need them.10·

·Q.· · ·Please.··Please do.11·

·A.· · ·I think there were only two of them.12·

·Q.· · ·If you could look for these and get those for me,13·

· · · ··please.14·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·If we could take a short15·

· · · · · · · ··break, I think I'm going to be wrapping16·

· · · · · · · ··up here soon.17·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -18·

· · · · · · ··(Thereupon, a recess was had.)19·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -20·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·I actually don't have21·

· · · · · · · ··any further questions, Ms. Lauter.··The22·

· · · · · · · ··other counsel here might, so I will defer23·

· · · · · · · ··to them.24·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. CONOVER:··Just for the record,25·
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· · · · · · · ··my name is Brodi Conover from the·1·

· · · · · · · ··Attorney General's Office on behalf of·2·

· · · · · · · ··the Secretary of State, but I don't have·3·

· · · · · · · ··any questions for you today, Ms. Lauter.·4·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -·5·

· · · · · · · ·EXAMINATION OF PAMELA LAUTER·6·

·BY MR. COLOMBO:·7·

·Q.· · ·Ms. Lauter, I'm Corey Colombo from McTigue &·8·

· · · ··Colombo.··I just have one clarification I wanted·9·

· · · ··to ask you about.10·

· · · · · · ·For this concept of purging the deck, would11·

· · · ··you use -- as a circulator -- a black Sharpie of12·

· · · ··some kind?13·

·A.· · ·No.··We specifically use what is called -- and it14·

· · · ··even says on it -- washable.··We specifically --15·

· · · ··and they are really expensive.··You have to order16·

· · · ··these markers.··You can't just walk in to17·

· · · ··Wal-Mart and buy a washable marker.··They don't18·

· · · ··sell them.··It's in the world of highlighters.19·

· · · ··And we use washable specifically so that20·

· · · ··everything behind it can be seen and read if it21·

· · · ··ever needed to be for any purpose.··It would be22·

· · · ··there.··You could actually take water to that23·

· · · ··washable and almost remove it all to a gray hue.24·

· · · ··It's specifically done that way so it is a25·
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· · · ··highlight and not a strike.·1·

·Q.· · ·I guess I have one more follow-up question.·2·

· · · · · · ·Discussing a petition where a circulator's·3·

· · · ··statement said there are more signatures than·4·

· · · ··what appeared, you would not accept those?·5·

·A.· · ·I would make them fix it until it's correct.·6·

· · · ··There is a huge problem with interpretation of·7·

· · · ··that number.··Huge.··I wish somebody would go·8·

· · · ··back to the Secretary of State and make them·9·

· · · ··define this in an extremely clear way that10·

· · · ··everybody understands.··We have many issues with11·

· · · ··misunderstanding and misinterpretation.··Can I12·

· · · ··please give you an example, with you being here13·

· · · ··from the Secretary of State, so that you can14·

· · · ··address this so that these things can be15·

· · · ··resolved?··Can I give you an example?16·

·Q.· · ·Well, if I can just ask a question, just because17·

· · · ··I know everybody is on a tight schedule.18·

·A.· · ·Okay.19·

·Q.· · ·If they want to ask the follow-up question,20·

· · · ··that's fine.··Trust me, I have a long list of21·

· · · ··things I would change if I could get22·

· · · ··clarification on the law.23·

· · · · · · ·One question I wanted to ask in the training24·

· · · ··or any trainings you have done --25·
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·A.· · ·We use orientation.·1·

·Q.· · ·Orientation.·2·

· · · · · · ·Do you have any understanding how boards of·3·

· · · ··elections treat the petitions if there is more or·4·

· · · ··less in the circulator's statement?·5·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·Objection.·6·

·A.· · ·Here's where the problem comes in:··One board of·7·

· · · ··elections -- Cuyahoga County may say this, Lorain·8·

· · · ··County may say this, Summit County may say this.·9·

· · · ··These people are not all on the same page.··It's10·

· · · ··a problem.··You can call on the phone and11·

· · · ··somebody will answer a question for you at the12·

· · · ··Board of Elections, then somebody else can go to13·

· · · ··the Board of Elections and that question will be14·

· · · ··answered completely differently than the other15·

· · · ··question was answered.··This is a monstrosity of16·

· · · ··a problem.··Somebody at Cuyahoga County Board of17·

· · · ··Elections says we would rather you put the number18·

· · · ··larger than lesser, because if it's lesser, we19·

· · · ··can throw it out.··Now, that tells us as a -- me20·

· · · ··as coordinator that maybe that's up to a personal21·

· · · ··interpretation of the person at the county board22·

· · · ··of elections that's checking them.··I don't know23·

· · · ··what's going on here.··I just know this is a24·

· · · ··mess.25·
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·Q.· · ·So have boards told you in the past the number·1·

· · · ··can be higher?·2·

·A.· · ·Absolutely.·3·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·Objection.·4·

·A.· · ·They most certainly have.·5·

·Q.· · ·Cuyahoga specifically?·6·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·Objection.·7·

·A.· · ·Yes.·8·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. COLOMBO:··I have no further·9·

· · · · · · · ··questions.10·

· · · · · · · · · · ·I don't know if you do.11·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·No, thank you.12·

· · · · · · · · · · ·THE WITNESS:··We've been trying to13·

· · · · · · · ··clear this up for a long time, guys.14·

· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. REID:· ·I don't have any further15·

· · · · · · · ··questions.··Thank you for your time, Ms.16·

· · · · · · · ··Lauter.17·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -18·

· · · · · ·(Deposition concluded at 12:41 p.m.)19·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·- - - - -20·

·21·

·22·

·23·

·24·

·25·
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· · · · · · · · · · · ··CERTIFICATE·1·
·· ·
··2·
·· ·
·State of Ohio,· · · · · ·)·3·
· · · · · · · · · · · · ··)· ·
·County of Cuyahoga.· · ··)·4·
·· ·
··5·
· · · ··I, Michelle Post, and Notary Public within and· ·
·for the State of Ohio, do hereby certify that PAMELA·6·
·LAUTER was by me first duly sworn to testify to the· ·
·truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and·7·
·that the above deposition was recorded stenographically· ·
·by me and reduced to typewriting by me.·8·
·· ·
· · · ··I FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing transcript·9·
·of the said deposition is a true and correct transcript· ·
·of the testimony given by the said witness at the time10·
·and place specified hereinbefore.· ·
·11·
· · · ··I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative or· ·
·employee or attorney or counsel of any of the parties,12·
·nor a relative or employee of such attorney or counsel,· ·
·or financially interested directly or indirectly in this13·
·action.· ·
·14·
· · · ··IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand· ·
·seal of office at Cleveland, Ohio on this 10th day of15·
·May, 2016.· ·
·16·
·· ·
·17·
·· ·
·18·
· · · · · · · · · ··______________________________· ·
· · · · · · · · · · · ·Michelle Post19·
·· ·
· · · · · · ·Notary Public in and for the State of Ohio,20·
·· ·
· · · · · · ·My Commission Expires February 27, 202021·
·· ·
·22·
·· ·
·23·
·· ·
·24·
·· ·
·25·
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This agreement is made between Ohio Petitioning Partners LLC. Hereinafter referred to as "OPP" whose 

mailing address is 3909 Pensacola Ave Cleveland Ohio 44109 and ("Contractor"), an independent 

Contractor, whose name and address is set forth below. 

"7 

Name (Print) 	 Mailing Address 

 

/— 3'  c 7l 5 - 
	AIIINIMINOMMI1011.111 

   

Phone 	 Email 

1.01 Contractor agrees to perform the services specified in the "Description of Services" attached to this 

Agreement as Exhibit "A" OPP will provide contractor with the petitions and affidavits and other 

forms necessary for the performance of these services, Contractor shall submit to OPP a written 

invoice for payment of any valid signatures obtained by Contractor. Contractor shall be paid by OPP 

the amount that is set forth in Exhibit B (or an amount determined by OPP and Contractor) for each 

valid signature on the Petitions delivered to OPP by contractor. 

1.02 Contractor is and will remain an independent contractor. Contractor agrees that he or she is not 

and will not become and employee, partner, agent or principal of OPP while this agreement is in 

effect. Contractor agrees he or she is not entitled to the rights or benefits afforded to OPP 

employees, including disability or unemployment insurance, workers compensation, minimum 

wages, training, permits and licenses. 

1.03 Contractor is responsible for paying when due all income taxes, Including estimated taxes, incurred 

as a result of the compensation paid by OPP to Contractor. On request, contactor will provide OPP 

with proof of timely payment. Contractor agrees to Indemnify OPP for any claims, costs, losses, 

fees, penalties, interest or damages suffered by OPP resulting from Contractors failure to comply 

with this provision. OPP shall provide to Contractor 1099 tax form for any compensation that is paid 

to the Contractor by OPP...ALL CHANGES OF ADDRESS MUST BE IN WRITING TO OPP ill 

1.04 Contractor will determine the method and details and means of performing the services and will be 

responsible for all expenses Incurred in performing the services. Contractor may perform the 

services under this Agreement at any suitable time and location chosen by the Contractor within 

the geographic area set forth in the petition. Contractor will supply all tools; materials and 

equipment required to perform the services under this Agreement. OPP is only interested in the 

end result of the petitions being signed by registered voters; or other instruments provided by OPP. 

1.05 Contractor represents that he or she has the qualifications, skills and contacts necessary to perform 

the services under this Agreement in a competent, professional manner, without the advice or 

direction of OPP. Contractor represents that he or she Is qualified Agreement by Contractor 

constitutes a material breach of the Agreement. 

CONTRACTORS INITIALS ( 	) INDICATING FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THIS PAGE 

Contractors initials ( ) indicating full understanding of this page 
PLAINTIFF'S 

EfHlINT 

_ad-t{ 531Lt 



Mailing Address ‘,) 	  

Independent Contractors Name 

Referendums, recalls, initiatives and voter registration or other instruments as OPP may contract 

for. Contractor shall require all of its employees, agents, contractors, sub-contractors or 

representative to comply with all local, state and federal laws while circulating any petitions or the 

like associated with OPP and shall indemnify company for all claims cost and expenses relating to 

this section. 

1.16 Contractor may represent and perform services for and contract with as many additional clients, 

persons or companies as Contractor, in his or her discretion sees fit. Excluding issues that directly 

conflict with OPPs ongoing petition and or business. 

1.17 WARNING!! Due to the nature of the business the timely receipt of petitions sheets to OPP is 

critical; therefore the Contractors shall make all necessary efforts to contact OPP on an ongoing 

basis to determine the status of each petition. OPP CAN NOT CONTACT EACH CONTRACTOR. 

Contractor must be responsible for getting the continuous updates of the petition status. Keep in 

contact with your local turn in office. 

1.18 MISREPRESENTATION OF ISSUES LI ANY WAY SHAPE OR FORM, CONSISTENT LOW VALIDITY OR 

SUSPECTED FORGERIES WILL RESULT IN THE IMMEDIATE TERIVIINATION OF THIS CONTRACT. 

Company will not pay for petitions turned in after cut- off date under any circumstances. No 

excuses of any kind wilt be accepted. Keep in touch with your coordinator. Any payment disputes 

must be in writing within 10 days of due date of payment. Contractor is to provide written proof 
of OPP has final decision. 

Phone Number  / - Ft) -5,/C,7/  Alternate Number 	  

Fax 	 Email 	  

Social Security or Federal ID 4 	11 D -- 	-duci<E2  

Drivers or State ID # and state of issuance  R Tif )/•,, 	Li/f  

•") 
Independent Contractors Signature 	 9 ,R , 	Date  q'j Y 15  

Con-many officer signature 
	

Date 

Contractors initials ( ) indicating full understanding of this page 

--) 



Ohio 
Independent Contractor Agreement; Description Of Services, Exhibit A& B . 

JSM Florida Incorporated (Hereinafter Company) is in the business of contracting with third parties to obtain 
names, addresses and signatures of registered Voters for local or stale Initiatives, referendums, etc. 
Contractor desires to obtain this same information and submit it directly to Company for payment. 
The company will pay the contractor the current rate: as determined by the company and contractor from time to 
time: for names addresses and signatures submitted to Company for various petitions. Company is currently  
handling. 
If contractors Validity (as determined by the company) is 80 % or higher.; then the company will pay the 
contractor for 100% of the signatures. 
Validity under 80% will be paid at the actual validity % turned in, times the number of signatures turned in on 
any given date. .Contractor understands it can take up to two weeks or more for final payment after the project 
ends. 
Misrepresentation of issues; Consistent low validity or Forgeries will result in the termination of this 
agreement. Any dispute over commissions or other payments must be made in writing to the Company 
within 10 days from the date money was due. Contractor must show written proof. 

State and local /company guidelines 

#1 Each signer of a petition must be a Registered Voter  in Ohio 

#2 ONLY the voter can fill out their name and address and sign the petition 

#3 The voter must print their COMPLETE name middle initial and address and, date signed. 

#4 All printed information from voter MUST be legible, no PO Boxes for addresses 

#5 The voters address on the petition must be where the voter is CURRENTLY registered to vote 
the address must match the address on file with the appropriate Ohio election authorities. 

#6 No initials for registered name; example (B.J .Smith) 

#6 —A Husband cannot fill out info for wife and vice versa 

#7 Do not mix counties in the same petition book 

#8 Contractor/Circulator shall legibly fill out declaration of circulator. 

#9 Only Black ball point pens should be used to fill out info on petition. 

#10 Voter Registration cards must be filled out completely according to Company instructions, if not 
No pay for that signature. .A copy of the original Registration card ( Paid for by Contractor) must 
Accompany the original card and be turned into the company not more than 3 days after signing. 
by voter. 

#11 Contractor understands that he/she cannot use J S M Inc as their last employer for purposes of 
obtaining unemployment compensation. (Because you are an Independent Contractor) 

Contractor Printed name 	 

Signature 	 601  Date 	;,1 L1 -15 

  



Ohioans for Fair Drug Prices 

THE OHIO DRUG PRICE RELIEF ACT 

• The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act is designed to save the State money. 
• It sets a cap on the price the State pays for prescription drugs. 
• The State would pay, no more than the VA pays for prescription drugs, which is much less than 

the amount the State currently pays. 
• This law sends a mesage to the big drug companies that they cannot continue to overcharge 

our State for prescription drugs. 
• Overpriced drugs arc a huge part of our health care costs, and this measure takes action to 

control those costs. 

PAID Fe r": Mt' OH! 	FC.s.. 	DR1  )(3 	::,45 E. TO' "N .FTPEET, 

$ PLAINTIFF'S 
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Ohioans for Fair Drug Prices 

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

What does this proposition seek to do? 

✓ The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act aims to reduce the cost of prescription drugs purchased by the State of Ohio 
and various State programs, such as Fee-For-Service Outpatient Drug Program and the AIDS Drugs 
Assistance Program. It does this by capping the State's cost for prescription drugs at the amounts paid by 
the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (V.A.) 

✓ The Drug Price Relief Act seeks to prevent drug companies from overcharging Ohio and straining the 
budgets of both the State and its taxypayers. 

✓ This law is designed to significantly reduce healthcare costs for Ohio and Ohioans. 

How does the proposition intend to reduce the State's prescription drug costs? 

✓ The V.A. pays much less for prescription drugs than other government entities, including Ohio. The Drug 
Price Relief Act would mandate that Ohio pay the same amount or less for prescription drugs as the V.A., 
leading to significant savings for the State. 

How much savings would be achieved? 

V. 	The State of Ohio spends hundreds of millions of dollars on prescription drugs each year, and the V.A. pays 
for drugs at a much lower rate. If the State of Ohio is able to pay the same price for prescription drugs as 
the V.A., then Ohio's savings is expected to be in the hundreds of millions, or even billions, of dollars over 
the long-term. 

Where would the savings go? 

✓ The savings would go to the State's General Fund to be used for any permissible State purpose, including 
funding healthcare, education and public safety. 

Who is behind this measure? 

✓ The Drug Price Relief Act is being funded by a nonprofit, tax-exempt SO1(c)3) organization, the AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation (AHF). AHF is the world's largest global AIDS organization, and provides medical 
care and/or services to over 416,173 individuals in 36 countries, including operating hundreds of 
healthcare clinic, pharmacies, and wellness centers. 

Let the Voters Decide! 

PAID FOR BY 01-:10ir-,'iF • Oi 	r 



Ohioans for Fair Drug Prices 

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act 

The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act aims to significantly reduce the amounts that Ohio pays for 
prescription drugs, thus reducing the State's overall healthcare costs. 

Ohio spends an enormous amount of money on prescription drugs each year, burdening the State 
and taking money away from other essential services, such as education and public safety. 

Overpriced prescription drugs increase Ohio's healthcare costs and badly strain the budgets of the 
State and its citizens. 

The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) pays much less for prescription drugs than 
other government entities, including Ohio. 

The Drug Price Relief Act would mandate that Ohio pay the same amount or less for prescription 
drugs as the VA, leading to significant savings for the State. 

This law is designed to: 

• Stop drug companies from overcharging Ohio and from straining the budgets of the State and its 
taxpayers. 

• Reduce the cost of prescription drugs purchased by the State by mandating that the State pay no 
more than the amount the VA pays. 

• Lower the cost of prescription drugs purchased by State programs such as the Medicaid Fee-For-
Service Outpatient Drug Program and the AIDS Drug Assistance Program. 

• Reduce overall healthcare costs for Ohio and its taxpayers. 

Let the Voters Decide! 

PAIL) 	BY 01-11'il.NSF('''7,12 •\IR 1 )1ZU6 PR;ac::3, ;.;45 	TREET, r;01.) 



County:  C121 NJ KA 7A  

INITIATIVE PETITION 	 9319  

Law Proposed by Initiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly. 

TITLE 

Ohio Drug Price Relief Act 

SUMMARY 	 l (/ 

The Act would enact Section 194.01 of the Ohio Revised Code to require that notwithstanding any other provision /6/t\ 
of law and in so far as permissible under federal law, the State of Ohio shall not enter into any agreement for the 
purchase of prescription drugs or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for prescription drugs, including where the state 
is the ultimate payer, unless the net cost is the same or less than the lowest price paid for the same drug by the U. S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Among other provisions, the Act also: 

Sets forth the title of the Act as "The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act." 
• Sets forth Findings and Declarations and Purposes and Intent of the Act. 
• Sets forth factors in determining "net cost." 
• Authorizes state departments, agencies and other state entities to adopt administrative rules to implement the 

provisions of the Act. 
• Provide that the Act shall liberally construed to effectuate its purpose. 
• Provide that if any provision of the Act is held to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect. 
• Provide that if the Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General. 
• Declare that the committee of individuals responsible for circulation of the petition ('the proponents") have a 

direct and personal stake in defending the Act and any one or more of them may do so in court if challenged. 
Provide that the proponents shall be indemnified by the state for their reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in 
defending against a legal challenge to the Act, Provide that the proponents shall be jointly and severally liable 
to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to the state if the Act or any of its provisions are held by a court to be 
unenforceable, but shall have no other personal liability. 

• Provide that in the event that the Act and another law are adopted by the voters at the same election and contain 
conflicting provisions and the Act received less votes, the non-conflicting provisions of the Act shall take effect. 

• Require the General Assembly to enact any additional laws and the Governor to take any additional actions 
required to promptly implement the Act. 

Number: 
0 0 0 9 51 



( 
a 

CERTIFICATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Without passing upon the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to be referred, but pursuant to the 
duties imposed upon the Attorney General's Office under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby 
certify that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed law. 

MIKE DeWINE 
Ohio Attorney General 
August 3, 2015 

COMMITTEE TO REPRESENT THE PETITIONERS 

The following persons are designated as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition or its 
circulation: 

William S. Booth 
1243 Wilson Dr. 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 

Daniel L. Darland 
3811 N. Main St. 
Dayton, Ohio 45405 

Tracy L. Jones 
5903 Bear Creek Dr. 
Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146 

Latonya D. Thurman 
2618 N. Cassady Ave. 
Columbus, Ohio 43219 



NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
(Sign with ink. Your name, residence, and date of signing must be given.) 

Month / Day / Year County Township 
Rural Route or other 
Post office Address 

Signature 

(Voters who do not Ilve in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature 
	

County 
	

City or Village 
	

Street and Number 
	

Ward/Precinct 
	

Month / Day / Year 

1. Signature  Print First Name Aer • 

Print Last Name 
 

Inle+ 

Address on file with the B 	rd of Election 

0,0 Ca' 	i3E1,44,4,02, 

City/Villag 	ownship Ward/Precinct Zip Code 
39...1

- 
(4 

County 	F

i...Th. 

 Date of Sf

I

gnin

i

g 	// 

1 
2. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

CIty/Village/Townsh ip Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

3. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

CityNillage/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

4. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

5. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

6. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

7. Signature 

• 

Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/VIllage/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 



NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

(Sign with ink. Your name, residence, and date of signing must be given. 
Signature County Township 

Rural Route orother 
Post office Address 

    

Month / Day / Year 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature 
	

County 
	

City or Village 
	

Street and Number 
	

Ward/Precinct 
	

Month / Day / Year 

8. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

9. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

'Address on file with the Board of Election 

CityNillage/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

10. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

11. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

12. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

13. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct 	 'Zip Code County Date of Signing 

1 
14. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

'Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 



NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

(Sign with ink. Your name, residence, and date of signing must be given. ) 
Month / Day / Year County Township 

Rural Route or other 
Post office Address 

Signature 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature 
	

County 
	

City or Village 
	

Street and Number 
	

Ward/Precinct 
	

Month / Day / Year 

15. Signature  Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

16. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

17. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

18. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name  

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

19. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election  

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

Ii 
20. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

21. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 



NOTICE 
Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once; except as provided in section 3501.382 
of the Revised Code, signs a name other than one's own on this petition; or signs this petition 
when not a qualified voter, is liable to prosecution. 

MUST USE ADDRESS ON FILE WITH BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
(Sign with ink. Your name, residence, and date of signing must be given. 

Month / Day / Year 
Rural Route or other 

Post office Address 
Signature • County Township 

(Voters who do not live in a municipal corporation should fill in the information called for by headings printed above.) 

(Voters who reside in municipal corporations should fill in the information called for by headings printed below.) 

Signature 
	

County 
	

City or Village 
	

Street and Number 
	

Ward/Precinct 
	

Month / Day / Year 

22. Signature 	 • Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zlp Code County Date of Signing 

23. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

24. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

— 
Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

25. Signature Print First Name initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

26. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

27. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

City/Village/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 

28. Signature Print First Name Initial 

Print Last Name 

Address on file with the Board of Election 

CitOrillage/Township Ward/Precinct Zip Code County Date of Signing 



FULL TEXT OF LAW 

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio that the following chapter and section are 

added to Title I of the Revised Code. 

Chapter 194: Drug Price Relief 

Section 194.01 

(A) Title. 

This Act shall be known as ''The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" (the "Act"). 

(B) Findings and Declarations. 

The People of the State of Ohio hereby find and declare all of the following: 

(1) Prescription drug costs have been, and continue to be, one of the greatest drivers of rising 

health care costs in Ohio. 

(2) Nationally, prescription drug spending increased more than 800 percent between 1990 and 

2013, making it one of the fastest growing segments of health care. 

(3) Spending on specialty medications, such as those used to treat HIVIAIDS, Hepatitis C, and 

cancers, are rising faster than other types of medications. In 2014 alone, total spending on 

specialty medications increased by more than 23 percent, 

(4) The pharmaceutical industry's practice of charging inflated drug prices has resulted in 

pharmaceutical company profits exceeding those of even the oil and investment banking 

industries. 

(5) Inflated drug pricing has led to drug companies lavishing excessive pay on their executives. 

(6) Excessively priced drugs continue to be an unnecessary burden on Ohio taxpayers that 

ultimately results in cuts to health care services and providers for people in need. 

(7) Although Ohio has engaged in efforts to reduce prescription drug costs through rebates, 

drug manufacturers are still able to charge the State more than other government payers 

for the same medications, resulting in a dramatic imbalance that must be rectified. 

(8) If Ohio is able to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the amounts paid by the 

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, it would result in significant savings to Ohio 

and its taxpayers. This Act is necessary and appropriate to address these public concerns. 

(C) Purposes and Intent. 

The People of the State of Ohio hereby declare the following purposes and intent in enacting 

this Act: 

(1) To enable the State of Ohio to pay the same prices for prescription drugs as the prices paid 

by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, thus rectifying the imbalance among 

government payers. 

(2) To enable significant cost savings to Ohio and its taxpayers for prescription drugs, thus 

helping to stem the tide of rising health care costs in Ohio. 

(3) To provide for the Act's proper legal defense should it be adopted and thereafter 

challenged in court. 



(D) Drug Pricing. 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law and insofar as may be permissible under federal 

law, neither the State of Ohio, nor any state department, agency or other state entity, 

including, but not limited to, the Ohio Department of Aging, the Ohio Department of Health, 

the Ohio Department of Insurance, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, and 

the Ohio Department of Medicaid, shall enter into any agreement with the manufacturer of 

any drug for the purchase of a prescribed drug or agree to pay, directly or indirectly, for a 

prescribed drug, unless the net cost of the drug, inclusive of cash discounts, free goods, 

volume discounts, rebates, or any other discounts or credits, as determined by the 

purchasing department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid 

for the same drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

(2) The price ceiling described in subsection (1) above also shall apply to all programs where 

the State of Ohio or any state department, agency or other state entity is the ultimate payer 

for the drug, even if it did not purchase the drug directly. This includes, but is not limited to, 

the Ohio Best Rx Program and the Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program. In addition to 

agreements for any cash discounts, free goods, volume discounts, rebates, or any other 

discounts or credits already in place for these programs, the responsible department, 

agency or entity shall enter into additional agreements with drug manufacturers for further 

price reductions so that the net cost of the drug, as determined by the purchasing 

department, agency or entity, is the same as or less than the lowest price paid for the same 

drug by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

(3) All state departments, agencies and other state entities that enter into one or more 

agreements with the manufacturer of any drug for the purchase of prescribed drugs or 

agreement to pay directly or indirectly for prescribed drugs shall implement this section no 

later than July 1, 2017. 

(4) Each such department, agency or other state entity, may adopt administrative rules to 

implement the provisions of this section and may seek any waivers of federal law, rule, or 

regulation necessary to implement the provisions of this section. 

(5) The General Assembly shall enact any additional laws and the Governor shall take any 

additional actions required to promptly carry out the provisions of this section. 

(E) Liberal Construction. 

This Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose. 

(F) Severability. 

If any provision of this Act, or part thereof, or the applicability of any provision or part to any 

person or circumstances, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining 

provisions and parts shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this 

end the provisions and parts of this Act are severable. If this Act and another law are approved 

by the voters at the same election with one or more conflicting provisions and this Act receives 

fewer votes, the non-conflicting provisions of this Act shall go into effect. 



, (G) Legal Defense. 

If any provision of this Act is challenged in court, it shall be defended by the Attorney General of 

Ohio. The People of Ohio, by enacting this Act, hereby declare that the committee of individuals 

responsible for the circulation of the petition proposing this Act ("the Proponents") have a 

direct and personal stake in defending this Act from constitutional or other challenges. In the 

event of a challenge, any one or more of the Act's Proponents shall be entitled to assert their 

direct and personal stake by defending the Act's validity in any court of law, including on 

appeal. The Proponents shall be indemnified by the State of Ohio for their reasonable 

attorney's fees and expenses incurred in defending the validity of the challenged Act. In the 

event that the Act or any of its provisions or parts are held by a court of law, after exhaustion of 

any appeals, to be unenforceable as being in conflict with other statutory or constitutional 

provisions, the Proponents shall be jointly and severally liable to pay a civil fine of $10,000 to 

the State of Ohio, but shall have no other personal liability to any person or entity. 



STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR 

I, 	eV I n 61,1(1  y15 	, declare under penalty of election falsification that I am the 
circulator of the foregoing petition paper containing the signatures of  og  
electors, that the signatures appended hereto were made and appended in my presence on the 
date set opposite each respective name, and are the signatures of the persons whose names they 
purport to be or of attorneys in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, and 
that the electors signing this petition did so with knowledge of the contents of same. I am 
employed to circulate this petition by 

Elite Campaigns, Inc. 
5047 West Main street, #279 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 

(Name and address of employer). (The preceding sentence shall be completed as required by 
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code if the circulator is being employed to circulate the petition.) 

I further declare under penalty of election falsification that I witnessed the affixing of every 
signature to the foregoing petition paper, that all signers were to the best of my knowledge and 
belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and belief the 
signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant 
to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, 

(Signed) 

(7b7 nr6DIve0d cf APf- 
(Address of circulator's permanent residence) 
Number and Street, Road or Rural Route 

(0/5 	rrar? b  
City, Village or Township 

1,3227  
State 	 Zip Code 

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY 
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE. 	 • 



EXHIBIT F

(Excerpt from Lorain County Board of Elections, Testimony of Gloria Torrence,
January 28, 2016)































































EXHIBIT G

(Additional evidence in support of Merit Brief of Relators - All appendices previously
submitted to this Court with the Complaint and Relators’ Motion for Partial Summary

Judgment are also evidence. Indices to these Appendices are attached hereto)
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Appendix 16

Part 4 of the Part-Petitions from the Lucas County Board of Elections ................................... M-4

Appendix 17

Part 5 of the Part-Petitions from the Lucas County Board of Elections ................................... M-5

Appendix 18

Part 6 of the Part-Petitions from the Lucas County Board of Elections ................................... M-6

Appendix 19

Part 7 of the Part-Petitions from the Lucas County Board of Elections ................................... M-7

Appendix 20

Part 8 of the Part-Petitions from the Lucas County Board of Elections ................................... M-8

Appendix 21

Part 9 of the Part-Petitions from the Lucas County Board of Elections ................................... M-9
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